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PREFACE 


India tlic most valuable dependency of the Bnti h crown is also one of the most 
interesting portions of the globe I ven some of its physical features arc on a scale of 
unparalleled grandeur The stupendous mount un chain along its northern frontier 
nsing gradually from a plain of inexhaustible fertility lias snowy suimmts which tower 
nearly six thousand feet abov e the loftiest of any other country m either heme phero 
i lule o\cr the lost expanse of its magnificently diversified surf ice almost every product 
posses ed of economical value grows mdi 0 < nously or having l>cen mtioduccd is cultivated 
with success. "Nor arc its moral less remarkable tliau its physical features. In its 
ru ged reces.es aud jungly forests various tnbes supposed to represent its aboriginal 
inhabitants, tnay still be seen m a state bordering on absolute birbamm The great 
bulk of the poj ulatiou however consists of n race or rather aggregation of rices wlio 
though fir adv meed in civilization at least m the ordinary sense of the term since they 
have for ages lived under rc 0 ulir government, dwelt in large and splendid cities, and 
earned most of the arts of common life to high perfection arc y ct the duj>cs and slaves 
of a most childish aud gallin 0 superstition That the dominant class, to which all others 
arc subservient should be full of religious zeal is notlun 0 more thin might have been 
expected but a new phase of human niture seems to be presented when those occupying 
the lower grades of the social scale arc ecu submittin 0 without a murmur to bo lorded 
over and treated ns uicic outcasts whose very touch is pollution. What makes this 
submission the more extraordinary is that those who exemplify it arc by no means 
deficient in natural acuteness and, ou the contrary often give proofs of intellectual 
culture Hmdooism, though little better than a tissue of obscene and monstrous fancies 
not only counts its dorauiation by thousands of v ears, but can boast of hav mg had among 
its votaries, men who ill the ages m which they lived, extended the boundaries of know 
ledge and carried some of tlio abstruscst of the sciences to a height which they had 
nev cr reached before. This remarkable combination of pure intellect and grov elhng 
superstition nowhere displayed so strikingly and unequivocally as m Indii gives a 
peculiar value even to that part of its history which, relating only to its social state is 
necessarily the least fruitful in stirring incidents. 

So long as the leadm s powers of Europe made India a kind of common bittle-ficld 
on wluch they met to contend for supremacy no one nation could be said to po scss any 
exclusive or peculiar interest in its affairs but from the moment when Great Britain stood 
forth virtually if not formally recognized as the paramount \ ow cr the lustory of both coun 
tnes became in a manner identified and ought therefore to be studied ns one great whole 
The vast space which separates them is a mere circumstance which if it have any weight 
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PREFACE 


at all ou"ht latliei to lneieme tlic intci estof tile Bi ilisli loaflti, w lu> ,a„..t oulj 

to new scenes anti new modes of social existence, 1 ml follow. Ins count,, V In 1 '. 

anti sees tV.m m a new splieio displaying the same unmallt <1 t d™t , m ,1 and mill! „ 
the same indomitable coinage and pcisevermce, the Mine enlightened, human, ia.< 
geneious spirit, which have placed Gicat Butim at the Ik td of nmd, ... uulmm* and 
given hei the laigest and mightiest empne that the woild h is j( t heln Id V. lub Indi i 
vas placed undei a lend of tutelage, and those intrusted with its mlmumtntmn in '< u! 
of encomagmg, systematically repressed the public cuno-itv, time v.m d-mbth ■ -.m. 
excuse foi a feeling of apathy m legal d to its aflan-, hut now that tin aimm ti«m l-um 
of government has been abolished, and the Queen, 1 uhlig India m lu 1 <>v n n am v ithoul 
any adventitious intervention, has called upon hti lot mg sublets to uniti v ith lm m 
developing its lesouices, as one of the most efiectit.il 111c ms of pioinoting tin g> tu ml 
welfare of all liei dominions, how can the c ill he pi ope il\ u-ponded l«>, unh ■* tin mtuil 
cncumstances of the country, and the whole coulee of e\ cut- b\ whnh tin- h i\» b , n 
foimed — m othei woids, all the details of its histmv — au c ucfully studu d 1 

A. subject so important and so attractive as that of Indi i could not f 'll to * n" ig« 
the pens of many waters, and accoidmglj a mmibei of v, oil 1 i» luting to it h i- >j>p‘ iud, 
some of them by distinguished men, who bme no unmipoitmt p at in m m\ ot tin tt in- 
actions which they nanatc To all these vvoiks, hoivcioi, tlieie is oiu *•< nous ob)< < tmn 
winch, without impugmng then meats, goes to piovt that -o f.u lioin < \h m-ting tin 
subject, they have left important blanks, vlnch depute them ol the cli a n t( 1 of touiph ti 
histones Some of them aie piolcsseilly confined to puttculii pc nods <u patuuhu 
pi ovmces , while otlieis of a moie gcncial dcscuption citliei omit put of tin t aim 
histoiy, 01 aftei banging it down as fai as was practicable at the turn, stop Omit it tin 
veiy period when it becomes at once most liitcicatmg and mo-t niatiuctiv , r J lie pa -f at 
woik, which chffeis fiom them in plan, and is oho intended to lie of a mou populai 
chaiactei, was undertaken m the belief that if wntton aftei due ic^eaich, m n perspicit 
ous style, and with stnet impartiality, it might supply a want which had long bum felt 
and to which lecent events had given much additional ingenci It a, as its name unpin-, 
a Compiehensive TEstoiy of India, beginning with its caihe-t peuod, and continued 
without the known omission of any transaction of importance, to the pie-ent tunc In 
composing it, the authoi has not ti listed to picvious compilations, but denied hi- 
matenals as much as possible fiom ongmal and official souicc- How fai lie has succctdul, 
it lemams foi Ins leaders to decide The only part of the w oik on w Inch he v entm e- 
to anticipate the judgment of the public is that of the maps, plans, and numeious illustra- 
tions, which, independently of then meat as embellishments, bung all the leading topic- ui 
the history— its campaigns, its battle fields, its cities, and othei localities, and even its 
most celebrated peisonages-immediately befoio the eye, in a mannei which not onl> dot- 

nmci ciec t to those employed upon them, but must greatly f militate the intelligent 
peiusal of the history itself ^ 

Los do ;,, Fchuaiy, 1862 
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COMPREHENSIVE 

HISTORY OF INDIA 



INTRODUCTION 


jON& after the mine of India bad become familiar m the ' , deM t fI 
earliest seats of civilization in the Mediterranean little more e~>- 
was known of tlie country designated b} it than tint it 
■was a region of vast extent situated in the far East neai 
the outermost \cr 0 e of the known -world From the in 
habitants themselves no Kitisfictory information could be 
obtained Accustomed to \eil evei} thing m m) sterj tliej 
divided tlie terrestrial globe into seven deeps or island each 
encompassed bj its own peculiar ocean and placing the habitation 
of the human race in Jummoodeep which is neaiest the centre and « Joodc. 
consists partly of Mcru a mount an of gold of enormous hei 0 ht reaching 
as far beneath ns above the surf ice appioprinted to themselv es one of its 
most highly fayoured localities 1 The notions of the Grcel s though disfigured Creek 
and obscured b} fible were of a more definite description Instead of allowing 
Ins fancj to run not Herodotus dib 0 entl} consulted the few sources of know 
led c e yvitlun Ins reach and honestly communicated the result According to 
him India was as its name implies the country drained bj the Indus and 
consisted of two great divisions — ay\estern y\lnch yvas included in the Persian 
empire and formed the largest as yvell as the most productiv e of the twenty 
satrapies or provinces into yvhich that empire yvas then diyided and an eastern 
which stretching beyond the limits supposed to be habitable terminated in a 
i-andj desert Crude as these ideas aie so little yvas done to correct or enlarge 
them that when Alexander during lus celebrated expedition first reached the 41 ^ 

pedit 

Indus he mistool it for the Nile Foitunatcly he took the most effectual 
means to undeceive himself bj fitting out a fleet and giving the command of 
it to Nearclms who after descending the nver to its mouth in the ocean con 
tinued lus course westwards along the shores of the Arabian Sea and finally 


Gladw n Aj e Albery v 1 ii p 3 ' tl t c t i b p 11 il ti fH do g apby 
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HISTORY OF INDIA 


Ptolemy and 
btrabo 


aiiivecl m the Peisian Gulf Alexander, who had accompanied Xe.uchus in 
his descent, afteiwaids accomplished the lest of the distance o\eilawl 

Two great routes to India had thus been simultaneously exploit d As a 



wi'U'iuilUHT 1 

natural consequence, regular intercourse with it r mwlW 
hgure and dimensions began to be better unrl P t * 1 a 3 nCieased ’ and both its 
is furnished by the works of Stmbn i m f tood Am P le evidence of tins 
that with all their industry and sacT t +i “T ^ ^ l4 Cannot l,e d emed, 

lmeated Inia The JZZtZZt’. 7 'T ^ W *• 

ib *— ms Ld of em r edi nmi 

1 This map though suffi u ° d a ^ ua ngle, is con- 
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verted into the side of a square 1 It is not difficult to account for this serious 
blunder which indeed is onlj one of the many which it was impossible to 
a\ oid so long is the onlj accounts of the country w ere derived from tra\ ellers 
who reached it by journej ing across inhospitable deserts or navigators who in 
the mfincj of their art effected a long and perilous passage by following the 
Windings of the intervening shoies A great ad\ance was made when the 
Portuguese doubled the Cape of Good Hope From that time the Indian coast ^ 
became accessible m all directions and its outline w as easilj traced. I o map 
out the interior was a work of greater difficult} — a work m which little progress 
could he made while the struggle for supremacy m the East remained undecided 
No sooner however were the foundations of our Indian empire securely laid 



than the necessity of obtaining a thorough knowledge of its surface was Mod m g 
urgently felt Accordingly in addition to district survej s one ( mbr icing the 
country m all its length and breadth has been undei taken at the instance of 
government and earned on with all the aids which the refinements of modem 
science supply In this way most of the blanks in Indian geography liave been 
filled up and a map not unworth j of the vast and ma 0 mficent country which 
it delineates is advancing to completion 

In the course of the following work the important purposes to which the 
valuable materials accumulated hj these surveys are applicable will often be 
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come appaient, Rut m the meantime it seems impossible to employ them to 
better account than in furnishing the gioundwoik of a bnef sketch, ninth, m 
exhibiting the leading featiues of the geogiaphy of India, mil be at, once an 
appiopnate mtioduction and a useful guide to the study of its liistoi j 
imin India, taken m its widest sense as a common name loi all the contiguous 

“ 163 temtones m Asia, which me duectly 01 mdnectly subject to Bulls!. mle. In s 
between S° and 37° noith latitude, and GG’ and 09’ cast longitude M ithm those 
limits, which extend noith and south fiom the Himalaya to Cape Comoiin, and 
west and east horn Afghanistan and Beloochist.m to the Buiman unpin*. it 
coveis an aiea of a million and a half of squ no miles, md contains om huudi . d 
and eighty millions of inhabitants As these enoimous munhcis aie not < im1\ 
compieliended, a moie definite idea may he foimcd, h\ consult ling tint the 
space is about twelve times, and the population six tunes guatei than tlmv' 
of the Butisli Islands The poition of these mst dominions lung tast oi the 
Bay of Bengal, consisting chiefly of acquisitions fiom the Bnune^e, an* onl\ 
pohtically associated with India, and, having few featiues m common with it 
may foi the present be left out of view The other and far laigei portion to 
which the name of India is moie pi opeily applied, fonns one comp u t whole, 
and is, for the most paib, well defined l>j r natmal bouncl.il ic > Accoidmg to a 
Divisions division of ancient date, it consists of Ilmdoostan and the Deccan — the fanner 
designation meaning the Land of the Hindoo, and the lattei the Land of the 
South The line of demaication between the diusions is m.nked 1>\ the 


Ymdhya Mountains, which stietch uiegulaily acio^s the countiy fiom sea to 
sea, between the mouths of the Indus and the Ganges 

Ilmdoostan, thus defined, includes the whole ot India winch lies contwuous 
to other paits of the Asiatic continent, and consists almost entnely of two 
gieat livei basins — that of the Indus in the w r est, and that of the Ganges in the 
east Both basins have a common and magnificent bound, ny in the noith, 
wheie the Himalaya, by fai the loftiest mountain system m the voild, with 
snowy summits which, measured fiom the level of the sea, base moie than in o 
mdes of veitical height, diveiges as fiom a eential nucleus m opposite dnections 
—on the one hand, sloping noith- west, and gnmg its wateis chiefly to the 
B iX oftheIlldus ’ and on the other > cuiving louncl towaid the east, and supping lmm- 
meiable feedeis to the Ganges The basm of the Indus has its gieatest° length 
fiom noith to south, and, with exception of the beautiful valley of Cash mm e 
and of the Punjab, is lemaikable foi a hanenness, which, m its lowmi put 
becomes so gieat that cultivation is confined to the bieadth of a few miles on 
eithei side of the liver, while the adjacent countiy is conveited into adeseit 
This desert, sti etching away to the east and north-east foi seveial hunched 
miles, has its occasional oases, hut is, foi the most pai t, a sanely waste, mono- 
tonous and cheaiy m the extreme 

On entenng the basm of the Ganges, a sinking contiast is presented On 
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the north side the Hmnlnjn, descending bj n senes of magnificent terraces dim f« 
with parallel or intersecting v allev s, approaches the edgt of an immense plun ° 
of surpassing beaut} and fertility sloping gentl} from west to cost and tri 
versed near its centre b} a majestic nur On both sides chiefly from tlu 
Himalaja but partly also from the Vindhja range it is joined b) numerous 
tributanes which so augment its volume that it becomes in a manner encum 
bered with its spoils, and unable to can*} them along in one undivided channel 
According} in the lower part of its course it throws off numerous) branches 
which form a hind of networl across its delta. A little lower down it com 
mumcatcs with the Brahmapootra coming from the east and carrjin- a volume 
of water little if at all mfenor to its own. The difficult} of di charge is thus 
grcatl} increased and can onl} be met b} an additional number of outlets 
In the dr} season these flow within their banks and have the appearance of 
independent streams but when the waters rise a sudden o\ trflow takes place 
and the whole country is covered for manv miles around with one vast inunda 
tion. A similar result is produced on the lower flats of the Indus mid one 
consequence is tint both rivers become fir less nv ul able for inv igation than 
might he supposed from tlie volumes of water which the} can*} I he channels 
becoming shallow and attenuated in proportion to tlmr number it is difficult 
to find an} single one which lar 0 e vessels can safcl} use 

The two great basins now described do not completel} exhaust the whole c f ^ 
area included within the Hnnala}a and the \ mdh}a range and therefore it is 
necessar} to mention that the ramificnttons of the range cov er a considerable 
tract of great beaut} and fertiht} which belongs to what has been exiled 
Central India and is drained b} tlie independent basins of thcNtrbudda and 
the Taptee which carr} its waters west to the Gulf of Cambav 

fhe Deccan the other great division of India is washed b} the ocean on Th Df,cc 
all aides but one and is hence thou c h not with strict nccurac} usuall} described 
as a peninsula. It is in the form of an immense tnnn 0 le which rests on the 
Vmdli}a range as its base and terminates m Cape Comonn a.s its vertex Of 
its two sides, one running S S E in an almost unbroken line faces the Arabian 
Sea tlie other whose contmuit} is more broken lies south west and ficts the 
Bay of Bengal Isames so common as not to be unworth} of notice sene to 
distin 0 uish the lower halves of tlu sides — that on the west bein 0 usuall v 
designated as the Malabar and tint on the east ns the Coromandel coast 

The structure of the Deccan is ver} simple Not fir from the opposite 
extremities of the Yindh} a range whose greatest height is not supposed to 
exceed 3000 feet two mount un chains proceed and stretch southward in direc 
tions nearly parallel to the coasts That on the v\ est called the Western * «tn> 
Ghauts is continued to Cape Comonn Its loftiest summits which are situated 
between lot 10 and 15 rise to about 6000 feet Tow ards the sea from winch 
it seldom recedes more than forty miles it is very precipitous towards the 
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laud, winch, m many p.uts, almost equals it m height, its slope is alu.us 
giadual, and occasionally impel ceptihle On both sides it is clothed with mag- 
nificent timbei, and displays much giand sccnei y 

The Eastern Ghauts is a less elevated and tamei lange Itsloftust summits 
are not above 3000 feet, and its distance fiom the sen is so considnabh that 
the descent is seldom ahuipt In its course south v aids, instead ot U mg < on- 
turaed to the extiennty, it stops aboutmi.lv ay, and tin mug gmdualh ‘-outh-v < st 
meets with a tiansveise lange called the Ncilghcm Hills vludi liau* summits 
exceeding 7000 feet, and by ninth it becomes linked with the Western Ghauts 
In this way a new tnangle, with sides composed of mountain mnges is lot mi d 
within that of the Deccan, and incloses an derated table-land, vltub lias i 
giadual but continuous slope eastwaul fiom tin Western Ghauts to the h.i 
I n accoi dance with this slope, all the mem of am magnitude— the Muhaimddr, 


the Godaveiy, the Kiishna, the Pennai, the Pdai, and the Goluoon 01 G,mi\, 
cany the diainage to the Bay of Bengal This table-land < annul hoist tin 
fertility of the basm of the Ganges, because, while it is exposed to a mote 
scotching heat, it has no sti earns fed by peipctual snmv The ton cuts of run, 
howevei, which periodically descend on the Western Ghauts compel)' tU m 
some degiee foi this defect, and pionde the means ot a system ot nngatmn 
which, earned on by collecting the supeiiluous vatei m immense t mbs dm mg 
the ramy season, at one tune made many p.uts ot the Deccan pionibi.il fin 
beauty and pioductiveness Unfortunately, in too mam, distucts of the conntis, 
and more especially in those wheie natne nnsiiilo still continues mam of these 
tanks are m nuns, and stenhty has letuined 

The geology of India has not been fully lin estigated, but what is known 
seems to show that its leading featmes me less complicated than those ot mint 
other countnes All the gieat mountain langcs aie composed of the links 
usually classified as giamtic In the stupendous heights of the 1 1 mini. v\ a 
gneiss is paiticularly piedommant, and is associated with mica schist, horn- 
blende-schist, chloride-slate, and pimutive limestone In the chains of the penm 
sula the same locks pievail — granite m the south-west and south, and siemte m 
the south-east, covenug a consideiable portion of the surface, and composing 
some of the highest peaks One gieat exception to this piedonnnance oi gianite 
and its accompanying schists is in the southern portion of the Western Ghauts, 
wheie these rocks disappeai beneath the surface, and aie oveilaul by a peeuh.it 
species of non clay, which, fiom its being so soft wheie it lies as to he easily cut 
by the .spade, and haidenmg on exposuie to the an so as to he fit foi buildum, 
has received the name of lateute 01 buck-stone This nvmeial, instead of being 
ameie local deposit, almost assumes the dignity of a distinct foi motion, continu- 
ing with little mten upturn to the extremity of the continent, and even le- 
appearmg beyond it in the Island of Ceylon 

Another gieat exception to the piedommance of giamtic locks is m the 
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upper part of the Wi-ttirn GlnuK and the nljomin,, mmfimtims of Oil Iomiis* 
\ in llivn nn„ Hen lmsaltic tnj in it 1 * xiruus f nm of prismatic wlmninr tfM 
globular tabular porphxntie nnlntmphlul rpmds out ns nn owrlvm^rocl 
1 1 nn ext nt mu ]ir»11c«l it is 1 It \e 1 in nn\ fth r j«rt of tin wt rl l N wr\ 
lirp jKirtim if On table Kill of tin Ihxvm is intinh emm 1 1 % it. Net 
tmfnvjiK nth K»th thi tnp mil tin pninte jum tin Mirfwx nl mptU miln« 
in prw.it it mt i date 1 inas* s r f w n nl nil In i„ht Mnn\ of these t-tan hn rt 
out jra mine nth fn in tin um»uwhn„ flams mil ermwu 1 with lull f rt f< nn 
the miul remark'd It f atun s in tin hn Knpi 

Th im n nguhr ntnta of tin HtMiilin andt<rtnr\ ] ntl nn hrply 
lew! j M < n the lowtr si I *s « f tin llimnHxn nn 1 oerttpi o n i 1 nil IrarLstn •» u 
\ anous < On r 1 x-ihtir*. Mnti\ * f tin aniilt n -s nn 1 ►hi! -s r f tin f murpn 1 
Ik 1 to On cr al m a nn nn I owl hat n tt nh I m f nn 1 nt f- w nl j Inert, 

1 nt is nctmlU wi rl c I J artumhih in th \ nil \ >f th I Hun* h in th h tntt 
of Ihmlwan wh n noil II 11 with n tnain * mi n f tin thnkm*** has heiii 
canfulh txjbnsl mil fmnl tuxl nl ur n I n h hm Hi pn»xitml\ if 
tins fi 11 to tin tnj itnl fn m which it is nl lit 1 0 im! < n rth vi-t nn 1 the 
facihtx tf cnrmp 1\ wnler nn 1 n »w nl-o 1% nil haw 1 nmjit it enrh into 
notice hut thin min t In n limit tint tin re nn unn\ ttlnr fulls wptalh 
proim m,, nn 1 nt nil « \ < nts, j nvlti tiw m »u„h t > mj j I\ tin diinau 1 nK nt to 
Im created b\ the i-t ihli him nt of nn « xti n t\ts\ t nufroilwais. llu t rtnry 
fmnation appears to obtain its gnat t Inn 1th in th inrth wt t t unnls 
Scmlc nn 1 the Punjab fnin which nn 1 tin imnntmns of mljaet nt detnets 
fossil niiniiw of macular f mis mil „i nitu ihimii i ms haw n-o nth Kin 
brought to enneh our tnu < um\ 

It mu t K ndtmlU 1 tint ns n mini ml countn India Ins ml wt pn»\isl iU M *** 1 
title to n j roiimunt pin •« Tin u n h m nncnnt times g >1 1 wasiuj nl un Knt tint 
the Inh in w ns On nnh on if tin 1 < nunn Mtnipi -a whuh pud it* tnhuti in 
that j n*cmus until it hut tint unit a few wndungs, which nn h\ in menus 
productive. Its diamond minis also once o»> fain us, haw 1 m„ Km cxhuistwh 
Besiks tin coni nlrta 1\ mintnncd tin onl\ iiiimml products of inuch ivonomi 
cnl wil in nrtcnppr of whicli mw nil mines nn work si mm from w luth steel 
of the lmest quality is mmufictun 1 mtn k» idmndnnt ns to form nn imp>r 
tant nrtich of cxjiort and wit, t ud to ixist in Kds wlmli nn liuxlinn tihli 

Of the 28 of mrth lntitudi our which India c xti mis IfJ nn within the oi 
tropical nml 12J within the temp rate 70110 l»km n this fuel milt into me w 
it nu 0 ht he easy to giw the thcon of its clinintc hut it would nn ril) hi to 
allow how widely m this case ns m iniuj otlum tlicsuy difTi rs from reality 
flic position of n country rtlnlitelt to the equator 8impl> shows how lonj, mul 
how intensely the Rim during itu ninmnl ntolutum will alum ujion it, hut 
j,i\cs no mfonmtion ns to the modify m n causis hy which often fur more 
tlmn by degrees of latitude its climate is detenmnwl In regard to India 
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these causes are so numerous, and opeiate so differently m diffeient localities, 
that it may he tiuly said to have not one, hut many climates Nor tlnvai ds a 
few degrees from the tropre, it has a legion m which snow and ice aie nevci 
wanting, westwards, it has a deseit with the parched plains and scoiehing heats 
of the African Sahaia, eastwaids, it has a deep alluvial basin oveieharged with 
moisture, and southwards, while the isotheimal line, indicating the gieatcst quan- 
tity of mean annual heat on the surface of the globe, crosses it obliquely from 
the Coiomandel to the Malabar coast, the Neilgheny IIills, situated neailj in 
the same latitude, enjoy the climate of the finest pait of the tempeiate /one 
Wheie so many anomalies exist, it would obviously be impossible to gne an 
adequate descnptron, without entering into mnneious complicated details, and 
tlieiefoie the utmost winch can here be done is to point out a few featuies 
which, though much diversified by eucumstances, may be considcied charac- 


teristic of the climate of India 

The most pionnnent of these featuies aie heat and humidity heat pioduced 
chiefly by the dnect action of the sun’s rays, but intensified m many districts by 
alow level, a natuially and soil, and sultiy winds fiom otliei countiies, and 
humidity, not denved, as in Europe, from moderate shovels oecunmg moie 01 
less at all seasons, but the lesult of lams which occur legularly at stated penods, 
and are so coprous and incessant as often to pom dou n more vafcei m a nrontli 
than falls m any part of England in a year In London, the mean annual tern 
peratme is 19 85°, m Calcutta it is 79 37°, m Bombay, 81 9°, m Madias, 84 1° 
In oi dei to peieeive the full effect of these differences, rt is necessary to attend 
to the annual range of tempeiatme, oi the number of degrees between the 
greatest mean heat and the gieatest mean cold In London, tins range amounts 
to no less than 40 3°, wlieieas in the above tlnee cities it amounts respectively to 
no more than to 11 9°, 10°, and 7 2° In other words, heat is fai more equally dif- 
fused m India than m oui own island , and the complete cessation of vegetation 
which takes place rn the lattei during the ngoiu of wintei, is totally unknown 
in the foimer An equally striking contrast appeals in the degiees of humidity 
The aveiage annual fall of lain m England is 32 inches In Bombay, as laum a 
quantity has been known to fall m twelve days, while the aveiage of the year rs 
about 85 inches On the Malabar coast and many paits of the Western Ghauts, 
even this quantity is laigely exceeded, and the aveiage has been estimated at 136 
inches This, however, is only a local extreme In Calcutta, the range of the 
fall is from 50 to 85 inches, and on the Coiomandel coast, m the neighbour- 
hood of Madras, the annual aveiage of England is supposed not to be exceeded 
The great agents m regulating the climate of India and fixing its character, 
are the periodical winds known by the name of monsoons With the interval of 
about a month, they divide the year between them— the one blowing regularly 
iom the north-east from October to Maich, and the other from the soutli-west 
rom April to September The north-east monsoon is, strictly speaking, identical 
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with the nortli east trade w ind and w ould accordingly blow w ithout mterrup 711 
tion tlirougliout the y ear weie it not brought under the influence of a great 
counteracting cause This is found on the central plains of Asia which 
becomm 0 immoderately heated while the sun is north of the equator ranfy the 
surrounding air and thereby disturb the atmospherical equilibrium, lo restore 
it a current of colder air begins to rush m fiom the Indian Ocean. A hind of 
struggle tahes place — the north east monsoon endeov ounng to maintain its direc 
tion, while the new current endeavours to establish its ascendency In the 
struggle the north east monsoon is placed at great disadvantage for at the \ery 
time when it is engaged with its opponent pirt of its owti forces are diverted Tb 
and drawn off to the regions where the equilibrium h is been disturbed. After 
a month of warfare in which all the elements seem to mingle and thunder 
storms and hurricanes rage with the greatest fury the new current prevads 
and becomes established as the south west monsoon After blowing for nearly 
half a year anew state of the atmosphere is superinduced. The overheated 
Asiatic plains are cooled down by the suns departuie for the south the aenal 
stiuggle with its accompany mg thunder and hurricanes is renew ed and in about 
a month the north east monsoon recov enng its superiority begins again to blow 1 
The effects of the monsoons in determining the climate of India are very Th 
remarkable The southwest monsoon in blowing over the Indian Ocean 
becomes surcharged with v apour which being suddenly condensed on the heights 
of the "Western Ghauts is discharged in torrents. Tims depm ed of its contents 
as fast as it arrives on the Malabar coast it blows across the country and arrives 
at tlie Coromandel coast as a dry wind. This coast accordingly and the eastern 
part of the Deccan generally at this time recen e no direct supplies of ram and 
become in consequence so parched that the culture of the ground vv ould become 
impossible were it not tint most of tlie rivers having their sources in the West- 
ern Ghauts become filled to ov erflow mg and thus furnish the means of carry 
mg on an extensive system of irrigation. Beyond the limits of the Western 
Ghauts the low plains near the mouths of tlie Indus and the sandy desert to 
the east and north are unable to attract any moisture from the monsoon winch 
now ar nves well charged with w ater on tlie heights of the Himalaya Bt ing 
here deflected it descends into tlie basin of the Ganges and floods the lower 
plains of Bengal The south w est monsoon having run its course the north east 
monsoon repeats the process though on a somewhat minor scale because the 
Bay of Bengal from which the moisture is denved is of less extent and there 
fore unable to supply it so copiously 

The course of the seasons in India will now be easily understood In tlie 8 
British Islands and in the temperate zone generally winter spring summer 
and autumn succeed each other and the year perforins its round of grateful 
vicissitudes In India an entirely different arrangement takes place and the 
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only seasons winch can be piopeily lecogmzed aie the i avny, the cool, and t ie 
hot The boundanes between them aie not veiy exactly defined, because the 
lams, which may be consideied as the commencement of the yeai, do not begin, 
even on the same side of the continent, at the same penod On the Malabai 
coast, foi instance, they aie letaided m pioceedmg noithwaids, and have copi- 
ously flooded some distucts at least a month befoie they begin to fall in other. 
As India lies wholly on the noitli side of the equatoi, the cool and the hot 
seasons should conespond neaily with out own wmtei and suinmei , but with- 
out enteiing too much into detail, and specifying the pecuhaidics oi diflcnnt 
distucts, it is almost impossible to make any statement, in geneial twins, w Inch 
would not mislead The best mode of lllustiatmg tlie seasons v ill thoicfoie be 
to select a paiticulai locality, and give a shoit dcscuption of its jcai Calcutta 
being adopted foi this pui pose, the cycle will be as follow *> Aftw neaily a 
month of storms, connected with the setting in of the monsoon, the lams com- 
mence about the beginning of June, and contuiue, with occasional shoit intei - 
vals, till the middle of October A buef stoimy penod ensues, and then, in 
Novembei, tlie an having pieviously cleared up, the cool season begins At 
fust the weatlier is fan and pleasant, and the sky, geneially fiee fiom clouds, is 
of a deep blue In December, fogs become fiequeiit towni ds evening, and con- 
tinue unbroken till the morning sun dispeises them Both m this month and 
m Jammy, the thermometei langes fiom 47° to 78°, but the an feels coldei than 
the lower of these numbers might be expected to indicate Cold but hi .icing 
winds fiom the north and west doubtless conti lbute to this lesult In Febmai v, 
tlie thermometer begins to rise, and geneially befoie it closes the hot season has 
commenced Dmrng the three following months the heat continues to mciease, 
hut is gieatly lelieved by winds and stoims till May, when an oppiessive still- 
ness prevails, at once unnerving the body and depiessmg the mind With 
this disagreeable month the season closes, and the annual cycle again begins 
In heat and humidity, India possesses tlie two mam agents of luxuuant 
vegetation On its lowei plains the most valuable plants of the tiopics aie indi- 
genous oi acclimatized, and on its loftier heights foiests of the noblest trees, 
several of them of a peculiar type, furnish inexhaustible supplies of tlie finest 
timbei, including the teak, which coveis the ragged tenaces of the Western 
Ghauts Equally deserving of notice aie the magnificent woody amphitheaties 
which rise successively on the Himalaya, till the limits of the vegetable kingdom 
aie appioached Among tlie plants which belong exclusively to India, oi, 
while possessed m common with other countues, aie so widely diffused ovei it 
as to foim a leading feature m its botany, are the bamboo, which, though tiuly 
a glass, shoots up in one season to the height of 60 feet, and m anothei becomes 
so consolidated m its textiue as to supply most of the ordmaiy, and some of 
tfa ornamental purposes to winch timber rs applied, palms m almost endless 
'anety, mcludmg the cocoa-nut pahn-the most usefcl of its class-tlie sago. 
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the areca and the great fan palm — a m ijestic tree with a leaf of such extra \ g 
ordinary dimensions that a dozen men could take shelter under it the babal 
tree one of the most beautiful and useful of acacias the sandal wood tree v alued 
in the East for the perfume and in Europe for the dy e w Inch it yields spice 
bearing plants and trees including among others the pepper vine which entwines 
nmon 0 the cocoas and other palms of the Malabar coast and forms a consider 
able article of export the bread front tree the banana and abav e nil the mango 
at once the finest and the most widely diffused of all the fruit trees of which 
India can boast Amon 0 the cultivated plants which are important as staple 
articles of food aTe rice maize wheat millet, barley varieties of pulse yams 
sweet potatoes kc. Among those most deserving of notice from furnishing 
the raw materials of manufacture and export are cotton flax hemp indigo and 
vinous dyes cardamoms and other spices sugarcane tobacco and opium 

The zoology of India is no less nch and v aned than its botany Among zooi 
quadrupeds the first place is unquestionably due to the elephant which besides 
h\ mg wild in herds lias from time immemorial been domesticated and is usually 
employed mall labours m winch strength and singular sagacity are required 
The buff do and yak have also been domesticated and the camel is reared in 
considerable numbers in the west particularly on the borch rs of the desert winch 
it is employed to traverse Among the animals which have not been subjected 
to the dominion of man the most remarkable for size and strength is the one 
homed rhinoceros for ferocity the tiger lion leopard panther lijena and 
jackal for forms often humbling to human pride numerous species of monkeys 
and for swiftness or some other property which singles them out for the chose 
the argali or wild sheep the wild goat the wild ass the hear the wild hoar and 
wild hog the clnckara or four homed antelope the great rusa stag nearly as 
large as a horse the saumer or black rasa of Bengal the hog deer the Nepal 
sta 0 and mmy other varieties of the cervine tribe Hie birds include several 
species of the vulture and eagle wild peacocks pheasants and in great profusion 
cockatoos parrots and paroquets of gorgeous plumage or singular articulating 
powers Though not a permanent resident any v here the gigantic storl makes 
its appearance m large flocks during the rains and renders essential serv ice by 
destroying snakes and other noxious reptiles and by ply ing the trade of sea 
venger for which nature evidently intended it On passing to the lower orders 
of the animal kingdom the transition is disagreeable For it brings us to tlie 
hideous alligators abundant in most streams and more especially in those of the 
Indus and Ganges and to large and venomous snakes which infest both the 
land and the water and are so numerous that forty three varieties including 
the deadly coin a de capello have been described as of common occurrence 
Hastening from these to the fishes both the coasts and the nv ers present us 
with numerous v aneties often in unlimited abundance and excellent for food. As 
particularly distinguished in the latter respt ct it may suffice to notice the leopard 
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mackeiel and the mango fish, the one rncnsm mg 3 f«*efc, nw\ ih(- otlu t n< « won dk 
4, feet in length Both frequently find a place on (ho t ihh u ofKmop. nit u -ub nk 
The inhabitants of India would ne\t claim attention, but a*< a full miomif 
of them will necessanly be mtenvoven in the muw* ol tin* v oik it may hue 
suffice to mention that they consist mainly of tv o gn .t <1 ,w **— Mnlioim tan ' 
and Hindoos The foimei, amounting only to about a tuitli ot tin v,hoh* 
population, aie fat moie influential than then munbem imply, h‘ « nt-", h iung 
been the dominant lace befoie Emopean ascendency v as < st think *1, tie \ have 
nevei entirely lost the wealth and pow ei which this position gave tin in Mid in 
most native states aie nndci the government of pi m< ( s ot tin n ov, n faith 
Hindoos, though classed undei a common name by no in* ans i» pit s. nt a 
lace, but exhibit numeious vaneties, even inpbvsual fonu , and uni* idol **11 
speaking the same language, have dialects, founded md< ed ho the mo t pot on 

the Sanscut, which is no longei spoken, but diflenng as much fioin t ldi oth* i 
as those languages of Em ope winch have the Latin foi tin n < ommon b id . 

In the piecedmg sketch, attention has been drawn mils to tin physit d g»*o 
giapliy of India, oi to the features which n ituie her-tlf lias imh libk linpn *"< it 
upon it, and the most lemaikible objects presented by its nnntril, \tgef ibl* 
and animal kingdoms As yet nothing has been sud of anotbei d<*p'utnv nt ot 
geography — -that which tieats of the aitificnl dn lsions mtiodm < d tor admim 
txative purposes, oi in consecpience of political changes Tin -e, though tin y 
necessardy partake of the instability which attaches to all liiinvm anangcinenfs 
serve many impoitant purposes, and, m fact, furnish the vocalml ny whu h mint 
be used when particular localities are lefeiied to oi the events of which tin v 
have been the theatie aie described A thoiough know ledge of this v noahulai \ 
is only to be obtained by a diligent study of the map , hut tm oidmai \ put pow>s 
a more cursoiy knowledge may suffice, at least so fai as to pi event the pu 
plenty which might he caused by the fiecpient use of names of which no piev i- 
ous mfoimation had been given With the view of fin nishtng such a know h (ho* 
and guarding against this perplexity, a summaiy of the politic il geography of 
India, m accordance noth actually subsisting auangements, and conquered 
wathin the narrowest possible compass, is heie subjoined 

At present, not much moie than the half of India is m the undivided posses- 
sion of Great Britain Two Eiuopean nations still lingei at a few insignificant 
spots— the Portuguese at Goa on the west coast, and at Dm on the noHh-west 
between the Gulfs of Cutcli and Cambay, and the Fiench at Poiuliclieny and 
Carncall on the east coast, at Malic, on the south-west coast, and at (Jhandei 
nagoie on tne Hooghly, above Calcutta Two native stutes-Bhotm and 
epal si mated on the southern slopes of the Himalaya— are nominally mde- 
penc ent All the other native states aie undei a British piotectoiate of gi eatei 
or ess stringency Of these states m the uppei and inland portion of India, 
e most extensive are Scmdia’s dominions, capital Gwalior, sketching from the 
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Tnptee north to the banks of the CUumbnl Holkar s dominions capital Indore k t 
much intersected by those of Scindia -which bound them on the north and tatca ' 
Rajpootana consisting of a great number of states w Inch though individually 
small lmo a large aggregate area and reach from Sundias dominions west 
to the frontiers of Scmdc In the southwest of the same portion of the 
country are the Gmcowars territories capital Baroda and the ryahship of 
Cutch capital Bliooj In the Dc.ce.vn or southern and maritime portion of 
India the most t\tcnsi\c nati\ e states arc — the Nizam s dominions capital 
Hyderabad area Oo 337 square miles by far the largest territory under any 
single nati\< chief consisting of a compact and central portion of the penin 
sular plateau bounded north by the Vindhy a range south by the Krishna east 
and north east by the Godaaerv and west by an indefinite line near the last 
slopes of the Western Ghuits My sore the country of the funous Hyder Alt 
and Tippoo Saib capital Senngapat itn area 30 SS6 square miles consisting of 
a lolly tableland within the angle which is formed by the junction of tlie 
Eastern and Western Ghauts and Frvvancore capital ln\ undrum an a 4722 
square miles forming tlie south west portion of the extremity of the peninsula 

The whole of the nuti\ e states and the Portuguese and French possessions^ tJjwa 
tme an area of G31 470 square miles and a populition of 49 074 527 Tlie M 
whole of the remainder — area 824 232 square miles population 130 897 19o — is 
British territory which has the seat of its go\ernment at Calcutta, the capital of 
all India and is comprehended in the presidencies of Bengal Madras and Bombay 

The presidency of Bengal — area 517 839 miles population 38 883 337 — b 8 i 
includes all the British territories within the basins of the Indus and Ganges pre * d y 
with exception of Scinde It also includes Assam and the annexed territories 
of the Burmese and the province of Cuttack extending south to Ganjam on the 
east cOast of the Deccan where it bounds with what are called the Northern 
Circars belonging to Madras Being by fir the largest and most populous ot 
the three the presidency of Bengal is suhdi\ ided into Bengal proper and the 
North western Provinces, each li iving its own lieutenant go\ emor The line 
of demarcation between them is nearly m the direction of the meridian of 84 
the whole of the presidency east of that line belonging to the one and all west 
of it to the other Strictly speaking the North w estem Provinces mclud< 
only the six great divisions of Benares Allahabad Agra Rohilcund Meerut 
and Delhi. The Punjab and Oude are thus left out, because though they are 
doubtless destined to be formally incorporated with this suhdu ision they are 
still m consequence of their recent acquisition under a separate administration 

Tlie presidency of Madras — area 132 090 square miles population 22 437 297 m t™ 

— bounds with that of Bengal near lat 18 and continues south along the east pr, ‘“ d y 
and south east coast of the peninsula to Cape Comorin with no interruption 
except from the interposed French districts of Pondicherry and Carricali At 
Cape Comorin it is cut off from the sea by the interjected native states of 
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Tiavancoie ancl Cochin, but beyond them it again homing manlnm 
continues north along the coast of Malabai, till it wets tin pr. -admi <>t 
Bombay, neai the distuct of Goa It has a wn niegulat ^"p* M fird 
when it commences mth the Northern C*ii < m it is i, > h>mm«d in bifwtin 
the Bay of Bengal and the east Rentiers of the Nizams dominions tlmt if 
consists only of a comparatively nan on belt J he sum tiling bajiji m in ft • * 
west, wlieie it is snmlaily hemmed m between the Aiabi m Gulf tnd th* w< d 
frontiers ot Mj soie Near the middle, bitweni the iiioutln of tin Kn Inn and 
the Pennai, it widens out and stiehhes so lai wed Iniw.m tin • Inn infix, 
states as to appi oath the Westei n Ghauts 1 * tilth* i south 1 *< tv « n tin i «f \ ot 
Madias and Pallc’s Stout, it extends rni.tss tin whoh p* ninstila fiom t to - a 
The piesidency of Bombay — men 120 , 0 (>> squat*- nuh - ji >{m! item 1 1 ion, 01,7 
— is, fiom similai causes, as megul.u m shape is tin pn M<h tin. of Madt 
Beo-mnmo- neai Goa, it continues not thw aids m 1 loner md nmow stun and 
then widening out, becomes ,0 lnteimmgled with tin* nutix* s{ » t • uo to md * 
it almost impossible to de fine its bound, mi" «S< mde vhnh Inis r< < ■ nils hi . n 
added to it, and founs the thiee collet t<>i itt > of Sink upnoi H\*l* mind ami 
Kunaehee, is by fai its most compact ]>i ounce 

The above sketch of the ph} steal and politic 1^ gi ogi tphx of Indu mm d 
necessaiy m ordei to fiunish mfonnation xxlwh some might not po ami 
remove the indistinct, if not enoncous unpicssions winch it 1 . difln nit to txoid 
m endeavouimg to foim an acquaintance with a count n so u-mote s,, \ *rt 
and so extiaoidinaiy By exhibiting it on a sc de so leduicd tbit th- mind 
is neitliei oxmrpoxveied by the magnitude, noi peiplexeil in the x nitty and 
singularity of its features, a kmd of unity is gt\ en to it, and it assumes tin* 
appearance of a stage on -which gieat nctois me to appeal and wonduful 
achievements are to be performed In tins wav, the histot \ aojinu-. i sim- 
plicity which it might not otheiwise possess, a deepen mt( red is f e It m the 
narrative, and the impoitant lessons diawn fiom it bumne at once mine 
obvious, intelligible, and impiessive 

The Hi&toiy of India embraces thiee distinct pounds— -an ancient, 1 
medieval, and a modern The ancient penod, beginning with the eaihe-d 
authentic accounts, extends to the establishment, of a Mahometan duiaslx 
The medieval penod terminates with the doubling of the Cape of Good* Hope, 
and the consequent discoveiy of a continuous oceanic lonte to the East The 
modem period, commencing with the gieat changes intioduced by tins dis- 
covery, is continued down to the present time The last of these pencils 
foimmg the propei subject of the piesent lustoiy, will be Heated with a iul- 
ness pioportioned to its mtnnsic importance, and the mteiest it domes horn 
its intimate connection with British lustoiy The othei two could not he 
omitted without leaving the work incomplete, but being only suhoidmate w ill 
not occupy more than a few preliminaiy chapteis 
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tncing the early history of a country the natural course is to \ 
apply to the sources of information which the country itself may t 
lil®S he able to furnish In this respect India might be presumed to 0 
) be ncli Long before the nations of Vi estem Europe had begun 
> to emerge from barbarism it was in possession of a language 
^ * remarkable for the completeness of its grunnntical forms for 

copiousness and for the number and variety of the w orks which had 
J been written in it Se\ eral of these w orks w ere of a scientific and 
p metaphysical character requiring talent of a higher order than would 
have been necessary for historical eovwpvtaUon and Net, strawgi to say 
while the more difficult intellectual cflTort was successfully made the less 
4 difficult the more useful and as one would have imagined the moie attrac 
tive was so entirely neglected that with the exception of a work on Cishraerc 
of no very ancient date the literature of India has failed to furnish a single 
production to which the name of history can m any propel sense of the teim 
be applied In dealing with the past ages are heaped upon ages till the years 
amount to millions and endless detuls are gnen of gods and demigods children 
of the sun and moon and crcatuies still more monstrous combining divine 
human and bestial forms — but men as they really lived and the events pro 
duced by their agency arc entirely overlooked or treated as if they were unfit 
to be recorded until they had been moulded into some fintastic shape In 
short the Brahmins the only depositories of learning nbusm 0 tlieir trust hav e 
made everything subservient to an extravagant mythology obviously designed 
and in many respects skilfully framed to secure tUeir owti aggrandizement 

Iu the absence of direct information from historic \\ recoids m India it iss 
proper before abandoning the search there as hopeless to inquire whether it may t 
not be possible to discover other native sources from winch some amount of 
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bc - authentic mfoimation may he obtained mdnectly by menus of cautious and Jcgi- 
- - timate deduction In ancient woilcs, not piopcily bistoi ic.il, the state of society, 
and consequent degiee of civilization at the penod vhen they veie smitten, me 
often exhibited, not less accurately, and peilmpsf.ii moic mmdl}, than il the} 
had been composed foi that special pm pose, and lienee, piomdcd then date can 
be fixed with any degiee of ceitamty, much mfoimation of an lnstoin.il nature 
may be easily and safely extracted fiom them 01 the u 1 1 tings u Inch thus tend 
to elucidate the primitive history of India, the most \ aluable aie the collections 
Tue \ edas of ancient hymns and players, known by the name of Vedas, and the kind of 
commentary upon them contained m a compilation, n Inch the tiandalion ol 
Sn William Jones has made familiar to English leadens undei the title of the 
Institutes of Menu The Vcdcis, forn m numbei, pime b} dnemitics both ol 
style and contents, that they are the productions of di fluent pounds between 
winch a considerable interval must have elapsed Accoi ding to the 1 lindens, the} 
are a little more than 3000 yeais oldei than om eia, but though tins age is sboit 
compared with that which figrnes generally m then cluonology, it is doubtle^ an 
exaggeration Mi Colebiooke, by a veiy ingenious and tom inctng piooev., 1 lias 
cut off sixteen centimes fiom the Hindoo date Founding on a calcndai of 
antique foim by which the Vedas regulate the times of devotion.il mu \ ice, he 
was able to ascertain the exact position of the solstitial points m accordance 
with which the calendai was legulated, and assuming, as he well might that 
the position was not hypothetical, he had only to compare it with the position 
at piesent, and calculate how many yeais must have elapsed m oidei to produce 
the difference The annual precession of the equinoxes is an imaiiable qimititi , 
and by counting backwaids and deducting tins quantity successn ely till the 
whole amount of chffeience is exhausted, the true date appears In this u a} the 
completion of the Vedas has been fixed m the fifteenth century before tnc Cluis- 
ofM^u 3 tiari era T1,e I nstltutes °f Menu, lefemng to tlie Vedas as productions \ eneia- 
ble even then for antiquity, must be much moie recent How much, is the im- 
portant question, and unfortunately a question which does not admit of a veiy 
definite answei The Institutes themselves give no dates, and any conclusion 
which can be founded on internal evidence is little bettei than conjectui e Still, 
however, though a large margin must be allowed as a kind of debatable giound 
on winch the sticklers for aneailiei and a latei penod may cany on then'woidy 
warfare, there is enough, both in the comparatively pure and pumitive foim of 
the religion inculcated, in the sanction of usages which aie known to have 
become obsolete some centimes before the Christian eia, and m the omission of 
religious sects and controversies which would ceitamly have been mentioned if 
they had then been m existence, to support the conclusion that the Institutes of 
Menu must have appeared not later than the fifth, and probably as early as tire 
ninth century bc Either period would cany us hack to a remote antiquity, 

1 -Asiatic Researches, \ ol i ui 
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for it is alwa}S to be remembered tint tlie laws and manners which theavorl nc — 
details, and the corresponding state of society winch it implies did not begin to 
exist at tlit time w lien it was written but must Ime preceded it b} se\ cnl 
a 0 es L\er} page of tlie Institutes therefore must be hold to furnish mdubit 
able eMdence tint about 1000 }tarx ago India nos ncarlj as fir adxanced in 
a\ilization os m tlie present daj containing a dense population not merely 
scattered o\ei the country m rural \ ilhges but collected into large towns md 
cities e\tensi\ el} engaged in manufactures and trade and foinung a number 
of independent states iliese under the goa eminent of rulers whose despotism 
was great!} modified b} customs and laws raised large re\ emits b\ a compli 
catcd system of taxation brou 0 ht mto tlie field powerful armies and executed 
man} stupendous and magnificent works Among these woihs are the temples n«k 
of I lephanta falsetto Vdjuntn and LUora whoso testimonj as lmpcnsluble 1 
as the rocks out of which the} Iiaac been hewn 1 tells of an ngi which though 
far short of that which was at one tunc extrn i a antl} assigned must still m 
the most incient be not less than 2000 \tars. 

Another testimony to the antiqiut} of Indian cw illation has been found m 11 1j0 
its astronoim This testimona m consequence of the pen erse attempts of some ™ y 

philosophers of the Trench re\olutionar\ school to confront it with the Sicrcd 



Records for the purpose of bringing them mto discredit w as justl} subjected to 
a aery rigorous examination and did not come out of it unscathed The astro 
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nomical tables, because founded on caknUions vln.l, l.n.l boon -I b.ok- 

ward to a vexy remote penod, weie euoncously a^uincfl to exhibit the h-uI, 



Hmdoo of actual obsei vations, and it was, giavcl\ maintained that the Hindoo nstm- 
istronomj nQmei i iaYe been sitting m Ins obsei \ atoi y, sun minded b_\ his instnnnents 
and patiently committing tlie i esults of Ins obsei Nations to uiitmg no ith 1000 



Exterior of the Chaitya Cave, Adjovta — Trom rcrguEson s Rook cut Temple of imho 

years befoie Noah enteiedthe ark As usual m cases of snnilai extravagance, 
a leaetionary feebng W as produced, and many, lunning to the opposite extieme, 
ulmwJd msistecl that Indian astionomy bad no independent existence, and was at best a 
lude plagiarism from the Chaldeans and the Greeks Moie modeiate views aie 
now entei tamed on both sides and those best qualified to judge, agiee m holding 
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tint w hile recorded actual obscrv itions b} the astionoiners of India cannot he nc — 
earned further hick than the sixth ccntuiy a d their science h id probably made 
some progress 200 }tars before there was an} mention of astrononi} in Greece 



I hi n l! uk K km bixORA.— r ox Ell tt lit I l <lia. 


One of the most pregnant ficts on which tins conclusion is founded is the , d n 
remarkable coincidence between the signs of the zodiac in the Indian and Arab * odAC 


systems — a coincidence which while 
it prov es that the} must ln\e had 
a common origin cannot be ex 
plained without admitting that the 
Indian system has the better title 
to be regarded ns the original 

^Vlnle tin re is thus abundant 
evidence to show that India must 
ha\e received its first inhabitants 
at no distant period after the dis 
persion of the human race and be 
come one of the first cradles of 
civilization no distinct dates are ob 
tamed and consequently the iustor} 
of the country cannot he said to be 
gin till we quit its own soil and 
nppl} for information to the writers 
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of the West who for the most part follow some sort of chronological order and F s»» 
even when they indulge in fable have generally some foundation in fact liie f 
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fiist Gieek wnteis -who tlnow ain light on Hu lu^ns ot Uvlv, .n, H-md., in 
the iatliei of lustoiy, ■whose nnnioit.il woik.wntkn m tlu f.ii). “i.tmv J « -**U 

exists, and Ctesias, Mho, though lu uun lnw bn n bn turn « "i.t» mj.*., »n 

with Heioclotus, piopeiiy belong. t«» tlu* mum H ,1 »'" ' ' nh " v * W ’ M ~ 

othei lnsloncal woiks, hewiote one<\pits.l\ on India 
obtaining inateii.il s woio consult i ibh* 11 nmg 1" ' n I il « n pi> 
some othei nay earned to the 1 Vm.ui « ipil d h» 
xeixes by lus skill as a phisHim md liiid at in*, mint dtiiin 
yeai s piecedmg bc o ( )S TJninitun.it 1 k, bii v oil 
but many fiagments ol it h m bun |».-<iud 

Siculus m his Bibholhcui, "which \us wnthn m th« in * u <>t tie < hti 
eia, but possesses iai nwne \alm* as m mithont\ thin it >1 >t> might * Mu to 
give it, because it is a compilation, and m in »m i i*-* •* ntk m * u t ti * n 

scupt, of moie ancient wutci., who.e woiks ,u. hot 1 in * ‘tin t r 'i>otinf> 
of India, diawnfiom the matmals linnislnd b\ tin- v i it* i * md * j> < t dk 
by the last, aie piesented with all tlu gi.i\it\ ot lust* »i \ — a gi'i\tt\ IioVimi, 
which, when the natme ot the del ills is con.ebiid o « eioiidh I'miie * 
ludicious 

An Egyptian king whom Diodoius nils St soum*. and nu<-t otlni wnt*m 
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Sesostus, and who is now genu alls helmed to in nlcntn il with Hum* 


win 


belonged to the nineteenth d\nast\, cum* into the woild about 1 VOI) pf dt> i 
happy omens which ioietold lus f ut me gieat m-vs Topiiptit lum fm it ht> 
father caused all the male childien bom m Eg\pt on tlu sunn d i\ t*> b. 
biought to couit and educated along with lum As tin \ go w up tin \ wm 
tiamecl m all manly exeiciscs, and foimed a chosen band bound to then vuiig 
pnneeby tlie stiongest ties of aflection, and pupmd to follow with unflinching 
coinage and fidelity wheiecei lie might lead iJnnng Ins iatliei s fit, titin In 
began his military campaigns, and pioceedmg fust into Aialua and tlnn vid 
ward into Libya, subdued both IIis ambition ha\ing been thus milaimd lie 
had no soonei succeeded to the thione than he lesohtd on the subpigitiou of the 

woild His fiist step was to conciliate the afiections ot his Mil >p tk bin next to 

collect an army adequate to the contemplated enteipi iso 1 1 consi ,ted ot (,()() poo 
mfantiy, 21,000 cavaliy, and 27,000 wai-chai lots The chief commands wtie 
given to the youths who had been hi ought up w itli him Tim Etluopians w . ie 
the fiist who were made to feel Ins powei Then countn was , u l|.uent to 
Egypt, and could be leached by a land foice, but on tinning to the east the 
necessity of a fleet became appaient Hitheito the Eg\ ptians had been nr erne 
to man time enterprise, but eveiythmg yielded to the eneigi of Sesostus, who 
built the fiist ships of wm which Egypt possessed, and eie loim had a fleet of 
40° sail He chd not allow it to temam idle, but setting out, pi oceeded dow n 
ie Arabian Gulf mto the mam ocean, winch then boie the name of the Enth- 
iiean Sea, and then coasting along the shoies continued his voyage as fai as 
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India. Hi return 1 lut it \n>. onlx ti mumiutu hi xnt mu nmr mil nt i^-oi 
K idnim r .!it\ nnm n t«nhl n it onlx 1 » tin fn nln rs i f In In hut l w til the 
(. in r ~v nml Mill on till h« trixir* 1 lli xxh 1 n untn mi 1 nidu 1 a in \\ Him 
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were greatl} disconcerted at the appearance of the fictitious elephants and a nc n 
Kmdof panic took place but the trick w Inch lmd imposed upon them was 
soon discovered and the real elephants advancing to the charge carried every 
thing before them- It was now the turn of Semiramis to fit e Most of her 
arm} perished in the field or in attempting to regain the right bank of the 
river She herself several} wounded during a personal encounter with Stauro ^ ^ 
hates made her escape with difficult} w tth a mere handful of troops and rctinn 0 
into the interior with humbled pride dreamed no more of crowning her fume 
l>} the conquest of Indi u 

Notwithstanding the circumstantiaht} with which the Indian expedition of a mt* t 
Semiramis is detailed it is impossible to doubt that the whole account is hi 0 hl} n,i M 
coloured and in man} parts not less fictitious than her elephants. Of the 
enormous arm} which she is said to have collected Sir \\ alter Ilaleigh quamtlv 
and si rewdl} observes that no one place on the earth could have nourished so 
vast a concourse of livm 0 creatures had ever} man and beast but fed on 
grass. 1 Similar exaggeration is apparent in other p irts of the narratn e and 
grave doubts have even been raised as to the individual existence of Semiramis 
whom some maintun to have been a creation of Assyrian m} tliolo 0 } and 
others to liav e been the common name of nn Assyrian dynast} As Ctesias from 
whom Diodorus borrowed the account is said to have extracted it from Persian 
records it is not improbable that its basis of fact Ins been oveilaid with the 
embellishments which usuall} adorn a Persian tale 

When Indn is next brought under notice the portion of it l}ing along tin > 
right or west bank of the Indus figures as a satrap} or province of the mu 
Persian empire. Tins position it naturallv assumed when the Assyrian empire 1 n 
was overthrown b} Cyrus the Greit Thus incorporated it pud litail} a third 
of the Avhole tribute which Darius lev led from his tw ent} satrapies and must 
therefore l>e presumed to lnve been the w ealtlnest and most populous if not 
the most extensiv c of them alL In this fact it is easy to find a more rational 
a count of the cunosit} which Darius H} staspes felt m re 0 ard to tlit Indus 
than that which is assigned b} Herodotus According to lmn the Persian 
monarch was merely desirous to know where the river hod its mouth and with 
tins view caused some ships to be fitted out and gave the command of them to 
Sc}lax a Greek of Car} an da who after sailing down the stream to the ocean 
turned w est and spent tw o } ears and a half m a tedious \ 0} age along the 
coast That Dirius when he fitted out the expedition entertained the thought ti 
of enlarging lus dominions by new conquests is confirmed by the statement 
which Herodotus adds that immediately after the vo}age was completed he 
made himself master of the sea and subdued the Indians These terms Iioav 
ever are so general that no definite limits can he assigned to the new territory 
thus subjected to Persian rule 


Ral h IM J f the H Id p l 5 


lie d t i b 


44 



Ills I OK Y OF INDIA 


[Book I 


24 


D c 332 Hitherto only a succession of ambitions monarch* has appeal erl on the scene, 
and India has become the prey successively of devastating aimies fiom Egypt, 
Assyiia, and Peisia An mtei course of a moie peaceful and pleasing descnption 
ivas m the meantime earned on both by land and sea, and an active tiade had 
been established, by which the East and West exchanged then pecuhai pioduets 
Th0 against each othei, to the gieat advantage of both This tiade was chiefly m 
Phoenicians hands 0 f the Phoenicians, whose capital, Tyie, situated on the shoies of the 
Levant, had m consequence nsen to be one of the uchest, mightiest, and most 
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splendid cities m the woild 1 This unexampled piospenty had engendeied many 
vices, and the day of letnbution, which piophets had been DivuiTy com- 
missioned to denoimce, was fast appioaclnng While Alexandei the Gieat Avas 


1 Tyre had its original site on the mainland, and 
sti etched along the Syrian coast, from the mouth of 
the Leontes to the headland of Ras el Am, a distance 
from noithtosouth of about se\ en miles Immediately 
opposite to the centre of the town, and sepaiated from 
it by a strait about 1200 y ards or tw o thirds of a mile 
wide, was an island neaily three miles m circuit It 
is moie than probable, that while the city on the 
mainland was standing, the island also was partly 
built upon , but it never became the proper site of 
the city, which, in contradistinction to Old was 
called New Tyre, till the inhabitants, obliged to flee 
before the countless hosts of Assyrian conquerors, 
found the necessity of placing the sea between them 
and their enemies They accordingly abandoned 
tlie mainland and took up tlieir abode on the island, 
which, under the fostering influence of commeice, 
soon rose to bo one of the finest and wealthiest cities 
in the v orld Such was the Tyre to which Alexan 
der laid siege Nearly in the direction of a line 
drawn due north through the letter E, was the strait 
already mentioned On the north and south sides 
of the island, are two curies winch formed har- 


bours, protected by a chain of rcuky islets and sea 
walls or breakwaters from the surges of tlie Aledi 
teiranean and the \arious prei ailing winds The 
north harbour, matked A, was tho better and moie 
frequented of the two, but the commeice of Tiro 
must have requned the use of both, and additional 
facilities w ere gn en by a canal a a, w Inch established 
a navigable communication between them Alexan- 
der hai mg no ships, must lm e seen at once that there 
w as no possible way of taking a city thus situated, ex 
cept by making a patliw ay across the strait On both 
shores the water was shallow, and nen the centre, 
where it was deepest, it did not exceed G fathoms 
With the immense force at his command there could 
e no want of labourers,, wlnle the materials neces 
sary were within easy rea-h The most formidable 
obstacle to success was in the means of resistance 
which the inhabitants possessed, and had Tyre been 
as fortunate as Syracuse, m baaing an Archimedes, 
Alexandei must have failed The mound of Alex- 
ander, once completed, formed a nucleus to which the 
wares of the sea and the winds of the desert made 
constant accretions, and hence, in course of time, the 
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making Ins first campaigns against the Pei Mans the inhabitants of Tvre had uc 
taken part with the latter and by their maritime superiority kept the coast of “ 
Macedoma and Greece m perpetual alarm Alexander incensed turned back Th 
from his Persian conquests and after subdiung se\eral of the adjoining cities H * 
laid sie 0 e to lyre To a mind capable of being repelled by ordinary obstacles, 
the difficulty of the task would have been a sufficient dissuasiv e from ittempt 
ing it To him it was only an additional incentive because if he succeeded 
lus fime would be the greater It also appears from a speech which Aman 
puts into lus mouth 1 that be was actuated as much by policy as by revenge 
While the Tynans remained inde 
pendent and maintained a hostile 
attitude lie could not v enture 
with safety to prosecute the am 
bilious schemes wlucli he had 
begun m tlie East and was also 
contemplating in Egyqit Hope 
less therefore as it might Iiave 
seemed for a land army to at 
tempt the capture of a great man 
time citv strongly fortified by art 
and rendered still stronger by its 
natural position on an lslmd and 
the possession of a powerful fleet 
commanding all tin approaches to 
it he at once commenced opera 
tions by constructing a mound 
which after the greatest difficulties 
had been surmounted connected 
the island with the mainland and 
formed a highwav for the passage 
of his troop i The result was that 
in about sev en months Tyre lay in 
rums It might have risen from them again for the lucrative trade which it r u fTyt 
monopolized would soon have made wealth to flow m upon it and furnished the 
means of repairing its disaster The fatal blow which extinguished its gre atness 
was not struck till Alexander after a successful camp ugn in Egypt laid the 
foundation of Alexandria The site was so happily chosen that the new city soon 
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became tlxe cential emponum of the East and the West The trade of the * orld 
was thus diverted into a new channel and Phoenician piospcrit) , once fallen, could 
not be levived The downfall of Tyie has been dwelt upon hei e, both b( cause it 
was indirectly the means of gieatiy extending the mteicouise vith India, and 
because to it piobably is to be ascubed the detei mmation vhieh Ah \andei 
now expiessed to peiseveie m Ins Eastern conquests While he Mas engage d in 
the siege of Tyie, Dai ms, humbled by Ins picvious defeats, made him the oflci 
of a most advantageous peace, but he haughtily spumed all ideas of coinpioinise, 
and plainly told him that his only alteinatne was unqualified submission, 01 
a decision by the swoid The wai thus lcsumed, so long as it v. us confined 
within the hmits of Peisia, is foieign to om subject, but the course vlneli it 
subsequently took bungs us at once to the most interesting pcuod in the 
lnstoiy of ancient India 

Aftei the battle of Aibela, winch was fought lie 331, and decided the fate 
of the Persian empne, Daims continued bis flight eastvaids into Buctnu tlnougb 
a pass in the Elbiuz Mountains, known to the Cheeks by the name of the Cas- 
pian Gates Alexandei, following m pm suit, v as infoiined that Be-ms the 
satrap of Bactna, had not only tin own ofl all allegiance to the Persian mon.uch, 
but had made him his prisonei With mingled feeling-, of compassion foi the 
fallen monarch, and indignation at the conduct of the satrap, he quickened his 
pace, and was flattering himself with the hope of a speech* capful e, v>hen lie 
learned that Bessus, to mciease his speed, and, at the same time, lemove a gieat 
obstacle to bis ambition, had disencumbeied himself of Ins loyal mastei, and left 
him on the road, dying of wounds which he had tieaclieiously inflicted When 
Alexander reached the spot, Danus was breathing Ins last 

Determined to punish the atiocity, Alexandei lost no time m continuing the 
pursuit of the peipetiatoi A thoiough knowledge of the couutiy gave Bessus 
great advantages, and these he impioved to the utmost by burning and 
devastating, so as to interpose a desert between him and bis pursuci Foitune 
seemed to favour Ins escape, when Alexandei was obliged, by a revolt, to lettuce 
his steps During the winter of B c 330, Bessus was, m consequence, left m 
undisturbed possession of the usuiped title of King of Peisia In the followin'* 
sprmg, however, the pursuit was lesumed, and the criminal having been 
dehveied up by Ins own associates, paid the foifeit of Ins dimes by a baib.uous 
mutilation and an exciuciatmg death 

In avenging the death of Darios, Alexandei had advanced fai to the east, and 
seen a new world open before him Foi a time, howevei, sensuality seemed to 
have gamed the masteiy ovei him, and many months weie wasted in Bactna in 
drunken and licentious levellings Ambition did not le-assume its ascendency 

till b c 327, when be reached the banks of the Indus, and piepaied to cioss it 

with an army consisting of 120,000 foot and 15,000 home About 70,000 of these 
were Asiatics The point at which he fiist reached the Indus has been made a 
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question but it is admitted on all hands that he crossed it in the north of the » c 321 
Punjab where the town of Attock now stands Here a bridge of boats had 
been constructed by Heplrestion and Perdicc*as who had been sent forward with A1 0BB ^ a tll 
a division of the army for th it purpose When Alexander arm ed the south 1 d 
west monsoon had set m and the nvtr was greatly swollen by the rains Had 
the passage been opposed it could scarcely have been forced but Taxiles the 
cluef whose territories lay on the eastern bank had hastened to gne in his sub 
mission and thus instead of an enemy proved a valuable auxiliary In Taxila 
his capital described as a populous and wealthy city unequalled b) an) situated 
like itself between the Indus and its nearest tributary the H) daspes or J ilium 
Alexander and his army were hospitably entertained In return for this 
hospitalit) laxiles received an arbitrar) grant of as much adjoining territory 
os he chose to ask 

If Alexander expected that all the Indian pnnces would prove as pusillom imms 
mous as Taxiles he was soon undeceived Porus a native ruler whose tern Hy<Lj* 

tones hounded those of Paxiles on the east met a 

demand for tnbute with defiance and with his 

army on the left bank of f \\ the H) daspes On reaching 

the river Alexander found / * I runn,n S ^road deep and 

rapid and immediatel) saw V J that even an undisputed 

passage could not be effected without a great number of 

boats Tlie neighbourhood not furnishing the necessary 

roatenals he caused the A ^ m G “ boats which he had used 
on the Indus to be taken to pieces and transported overland The 
more serious obstacle still remained Porus kept strict watch on the bank 
His army appears to have been greatl) outnumbered by that of Alexander 
for the main body consisted of onl) 30 000 infantr) with an inconsiderable 
body of cavalry 200 elephants and 300 chariots but placed as he was 
numbers counted os nothing against him since he could easilj with a mere 
handful of troops overmatch any number provided the attempt to force a 
passage were made openlv Alexander was too skilful a tactician not to per Aiexand 
ceive this at a single glance and hod accordingly from the very first determined 
to trust less to open force than to stratagem By a series of mov ements and 
counter movements he distracted the attention of the enem) and kept him m a 
state of uncertainty os to the point where the attempt at crossing was likely to 
be made Next by selecting a number of stations along the bank and making 
false alarms during the night he obliged the troops of Porus to be alwa)s in 
motion till nature itself was completely exhausted by want of repose Lastl) by 
ordering provisions to be brought in from all quarters he encoura D ed the behef 
that he had abandoned the idea of crossing until the swollen waters had sub 
s ded Under tins impression the vigilance of Porus relaxed Meanwhile in 
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the couise of reconnoitring, Alexander lud d.sco%e,cl ft V* *!«>• 
was gieatly contacted by an island It was ft good «.n up tin- sti. am and to 
Ml suspicion, none of his tioops veic alien ed to 1 m- m < n n» 11 >< Cnit ‘ n, ' i v ^ 
stationed considerably below, aviUi the main bods ol th( aim\ , «n»l flunk- 

ing that theie the gieatest dangei lay, w as encamp. d oppo.it* to lum Ah , hi- 
del, selecting a body of chosen tioops, amounting to about bOOO m< n iputt. d tin 
banks of the uvei and maiched back into tlieintei mi , as if lit lnd 1"< ». nllnl 
away by some sudden emeigency When out of sight lie b. nt giadu dlv loiind 
and in the couise of the night aimed on the bank oppo-ut- tin J'hunl '1 In 
boats of the Indus were hastily launche 1, and lie was Hu nng Iih w i\ among 
the foiemost to the opposite bank, when the ern nn s s* ntun Is dis- ouiel lum 
and gave the alaim Poms first sent fm w aid one oi Ins son , v ith a • nmll bo<h 
but these being speedily muted, lie lumsell, lea\ mg onh a ft w tmopi to v,at<h 
the motions of Ci atoms, hastened to theemountu It was too kit* Ak'nii- 
dei, with a laige poition of his detachment, had < lh ct« d it landing and * food on 
the bank among maishes, into which the ch ph ints to whnh Pouts tu iinU 
ti usted, could not ventiue He theiefoie witlulicw to the m ,in -t spot oi -olid 
giound, and calmly wanted Alcxandei s appioach As this is tin in -it kittle- 
held in which the soldiers of Euiope weie airajed against tlm-a of 1 mil i a 
deep inteiest naturally attaches to all its auangements, and w ill jintih a fulh r 
detail than might have been necessaiy undei ditleient ciiuimHutt. e- 
Battie of tha Porus stationed Ins elephants m fiont, with an intonal of 100 fut bitwnii 
iiya ispea eac p 0 f them The mfantiy w r ci e placed in a second line behind the ch ph ints 
and m such a way as to till up the intei \als The two wing-, consisted of 
cavalry, and of the chanots langed on eithei side be\ond them Ale\amhi 
commenced the battle by attacking the enemy’s left wing with hr r uain and 
mounted aichers He had anticipated that tins attack would tompi 1 the 
enemy’s light wing to move fonvaicl m suppoit of its left, and had oideied that, 
m that case, a detachment of his cavaliy undei Cccnns should mo\e mund to the 
reai, and thus place the enemj^’s cavaliy, as it weie, between two fues The 
lesult was as he had foieseen, and the enemy s cavaliy was obliged m oidu to 
meet the double attack, to face about and foim tw r o fionts Takum ad\anta"C 
of thepaitial confusion thus pioduced, Alexander brought up his phalanx to the 
chaige, and the enemy’s wings, totally unable to sustain it, sought sheltei by 
rushing into tlie internals between the elephants By these poweiful animals 
the foitime of the day seemed foi a shoit time to he letneved, as they piessed 
foi waid and tiampled down eveiytlung that opposed The advantage, how e\ ei , 
was only momentary The Macedonians, nuclei thoiough discipline, opened 
then lanks, and then, as the elephants passed, attacked them on flank and mai, 
shooting down then guides, and inflicting wounds which, without being moital, 
so galled them that they became utteily unmanageable Thus lmmed back 
among the Inchan ranks, they pioduced memechable confusion At tins critical 
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moment Graterus who had succeeded m crossing the n\ er made his appearance bcst 
His troops were perfectly fresh while the Indians exhausted by fvtigue broken 
in spirit and thinned m numbers had lost all power of resistance A dreadful 
slaughter ensued and Porus saw his troops falling bj thousands He still how r ™ 
e\er kept the field. During the whole dav he had mingled in the thickest of 
the fight and performed prodigies of valour His stature which was almost 
gigantic and tin elephant on which he was mounted made him a conspicuous 
object for the Macedonian -archers and he must have fallen eaily had he not 
worn a coat of mail which no irrow could pierce The right shoulder was the 
only part exposed and m it he was seaerel} wounded. His determination 
seemed to be to perish on the spot for he was left almost alone before his atten 
dants could induce him to mingle with the fugitives About 12 000 of hi 
troops were slam and 9000 taken prisoners The Macedonian loss w is trifling 
amounting at the utmost according to Diodorus to 700 infantrj and 230 ca\alrj 
According to Arrian the loss of infantry was only eight} 

Alexander struck with admiration of the \alour which Porus had displayed s ^ 11 ^ 
was anxious to save his life and sent Taxiles after him to endeavour to induce 
lum to surrender The choice was unfortunate for the two native chiefs had 
long been at deadly feud and Porus when oaertaken was so exasperated at the 
sight of his old enemj whom he probabl} also regaided as a m un cause of the 
great disaster which had just hef alien him that he aimed a blow which Tixiles 
narrowly escaped- A second summons by a more influential m<ssenger sue 
ceeded and Porus finding escape impossible yielded himself a prisoner 

In the midst of his misfortunes Porus displaced a manliness and dignity 
which proved him worthy of a better fate In one day he had lost his kingdom 
and seen three of his sons fall m battle hut he disdained to assume the attitude 
of a suppliant and when Alexander riding up at the head of his officers asked 
how he wished to he treated simply answered Rojally That rejoined 
Alexander I shall do for my ow n sake but what am I to do for yours? Do 
just as I ha\ e said was the rt pi} Sound pobey combined with Alexandei s 
natural magnanimity in making lum desirous to secure the friendship of such a 
man He accordmgl} heaped fa\ ours upon him not only restoring his former 
territories but enlarging theiri by many new annexations Porus was not 
ungrateful and continued faithful to his Macedonian masters 

In commemoration of his victory Alexander erected a city on the spot and u 
gave it the name of Nicma Another city which he erected on the site 0 f pwtl 
his encampment on the right bank of the Hydaspes he called Bucephala in 
honour of his horse Bucephalus which after carrying him through all his cam 
paigns had recently died of old age or in battle Neither of these cities has 
sincp been identified. After reposing for a time in the dominions of Poms he 
again set out and proceeded north east into the temtor} of the Glausie which 
is represented as densel} peopled and coa ered with cities many of them with 
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rc 327 moie than 10,000 inhabitants The tenoi of his name had preceded him, and 
the chiefs hastened to make then submission It would seem that, befoie (put- 
ting the Hydaspes, his thoughts had been turned homewaids, foi on finding 
tnnbei well fitted foi the pui pose, he caused immense quantities to be cut down 
and employed m biulchng vessels, with which he pioposed, at a latei peuod, to 
descend the Indus Meanwhile Ins ambition uiged linn forwai d, and he ai i n ed 
passage of at the banks of the Acesmes oi Chenaub Though much lnoadei and moie 
Acesmes impetu(mg thail the Hydaspes, tlieie was no enemy to dispute the passage, and 
it was ciossed with compaiative ease It seems, howevci, that though no enemy 
appealed, the countiy was m possession of one whose name, somewhat strange 
to say, was also Porus He was not only not i elated to the Poms of whom the 
above account has been given, but was at open enmity v ith lnm, and, pi obably 
under the influence of this enmity, had, pie\ lously to the battle of the Hydaspes, 
sent in Ins submission to Alexandei It appeals, howe\ei, that the favom into 
which the otliei Poius had been leceived had oflended oi alaimed him, and 
therefore, on the news of Alexanders appioach, instead of waiting eithei to 
welcome him as a fiiend oi oppose him as an enemy, he suddenly disappeaied, 
carrying almost all the youth of the countiy fit foi aims along v, ith him Alex- 
ander, offended, endeavoured to oveitake lnm, and in the course of the pursuit 
ainved at another of the Punjab uveis, called the Hydiaotes oi Ravee Befoie 
ciossmg it, he bestowed the temtones of the fugitive Poi us on Ins moi e desei vmg 
namesake The passage, which, accoidmg to Rennel , 1 took place near Lahoie, he 
appeals to have effected without difficulty, but m the countiy beyond, he found a 
formidable combination formed to lesist lnm Tlnee native states, of winch that 
of the Malh was the most poweiful, had united then foices against the mvadei 
In the campaign which followed, Alexandei was drawn fai to the south, wheie a 
strong city, which bore the name of Sangala oi Sagala was situated, somewheie 
between Lahore and Mooltan Both fiom the description and the name of the 
inhabitants, it is conjectured to have been neaiei the lattei Resistance in the 
open field soon pioved hopeless, and the confederates, as a last lefime shut them- 
selves up m Sangala, which occupied a commanding position, and was otheiwise 
as stiong as Indian art could make it Alexandei commenced the sie<r e , and 
earned it on with so much vigour that the place soon fell into Ins hands The 
lesistance had exaspeiated lnm , and foi getting the magnanimity which he had 
displayed m the case of Porus, he disgraced lnmself by a horrible massacie, m 
which neither age noi sex was spared 

tuo 'nvph , Fl0m thls atl0clfc y Alexander turned to make new conquests, and leached 

the banks of the Hypliasis or Beas Heie he was met by an obstacle moie foi- 
midable than any he had yet encountered His European tioops, worn out with 
long service, had become impatient, and, when he foi mafiy intimated Ins inten- 
tion to cross the nver, broke out into loud murmurs In vam he harangued 
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them and pointed to the country be} ond where new victories and rich spoils uc S 2 t 
awaited them. Their hearts were set on home and the} plainly declared then 
determination not to proceed. Even Camus one of the generals who stood 
highest in Ins favour espoused the cau.se of the soldiers and delivered a speech 
winch if less rhetorical than that of his master made a deeper impression and 
was received with acclamations. For a tune Alexander w is immoveable and 
declared that even if Ins ow n conntr} men should abandon lnm he w ould place 
himself at the head of Ins Asntic subjects. This however w is mere bravado 
and on finding that lus Greeks were not to be woikcd upon either b} threats 
or promises he announced lus intention to return 

Late in the autumn of B C 327 he had retraced Ins steps to the H} daspes ai i 
and found the fleet which he had ordered to be constructed in readiness to carry wt n 
lnm down the stream The vo}nge itself was not free from danger but the 
greatest risk winch Alexander ran was during one of the frequent descents w Inch 
he made on land for the purpose of subjugating the adjoining territories. W lule 
storming one of the cities of the Slalli he found himself almost alone on the 
rampart He could easily have saved himself by a retrograde movement but 
disdaining to have it said that he had turned lus back he leaped inside and 
was for a time exposed to the whole furv of the defenders. Having gamed a 
tree and placed lus back against it lie made almost superhuman exertions and 
kept lus opponents at bay till an arrow pierced det p into Ins shoulder and he 
fell down in a swoon. Another moment and Ins death w as mev itable but the 
time gained by his defence had been gallantl} redeemed by Ins troops and seve 
ral of lus officers rushing in placed their shields around him The wound at 
first deemed mortal spread gnef ond consternation among Jus followers but the 
vigour of Ins constitution and the skill of his pli}sicians prevailed and he was 
able ere long to make lus appearance amid general rejoicings 

In proceeding down the nver Alexander formed Ins arm} into three divi , 

sions two of which marched along the opposite bank while the third under lus 0 1 dias 
own command kept the stream He alterwird3 despatched Craterus with a 
third of the army by an inland route across Aracliosia and Drangiana to 
Carmama or Kerman and proceeded with the rem under down the Indus On 
arrival at Pattala evidently the modem Tatta situated near the apex of the 
delta he remained for some time and on departing sent a bod} of troops to 
explore the adjoining country and afterw irtls join lnm at a fixed place of 
renderv ous He selected the west branch of the nv er for the remainder of lus 
voyage during which Ins want of pilots and ignorance of navigation exposed 
lnm to serious danger Tins was not diminished but i ither increased on reach 
mg the estuar} Acquainted onl} with the insignificant tides of the Mediter 
ranean what was lus astonishment and that of Ins Greeks when thev beheld the 
magnificent tide of the Indian Ocean ruslmu, in and in consequence of the 
suddtn contraction of the opposite shores moving rapidly along in one volume 
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of watei seveial feet high' Tins smguLn phenomenon mm ^ II hmmn {.. 
mauneis by the name of the bore, ami common to the Indus w itl, mat.) olh. « 
nveissimilaily situated, pioduced not only wondu hut Ihioi>« uw it mmol 
to poitend the desti action of the whole licet In point oi hut, <'>mmhi ibh 
damage was sustained befoie the necessaiy pn cautions <ould he t tin n 

Here Alexandei b man tune ad\entmes ended 'i’he ldth hi h id * * n ot tin 
sea had piobahly left lum no desne to become lx (to ncqnunhd with its 
dangeis These lie left Neniclms to encountci, fa) gnmg him th. . mimiml *•! 
the fleet, with injunctions to shut and explme the shot* li"iu the Indus w. 4 
ward He himself, with the main bod) ol the aim\, took h m* o! India im 
evei by an inland lonte, which, though he v as not inuit ot tin la< t van tin 
moie peidous of the two, as it led thiough the hcait <>i a sind) <h *>* it, whuh 
sti etches, almost without mtemiption, iioin the eastern ulgo ot tin bean of tin* 
Indus aeioss the south ot the Asiatic and the noith ot the Aim in enntim nt to 


the Atlantic Ocean 

Effects of The Indian expedition of Alexandei cannot be pistiiud on moral gtmimls 
It was dictated by a wild and ungox doable ambition, and 'j>u id mm i) and 
deatli among thousands and tens oi thousands -who had done nothing to nihnd 
him, and were peacefully pursuing then dideient bnmchis <>t lmlusti), wit* n 
lie made Ins appeaiance among them like a destining demon .Such exploit' 
once deemed the only avenues to tame, me now judged moie wisth Still it is 
impossible to deny that conqueiois veie often m eail\ turns pionm-.oi * 1 \ i- 
lization, commeice following peacefully along then blood \ tuck, and lomp 1 n- 
sating for then devastation by the blessings winch it diffused Smh was 
ceitainly the lesult of the Indian expedition of Alexandei , and thenlou, 
while leprobatuig the motives m which it oiigmated, we cannot but iejoie« 
that it was so ovenuled by Piovidence as to be pioductne of most important 
and valuable lesnlts 

The conquests of Alexandei vci e nevei consolidated and foimeil oith a 
noimnal Macedonian empne, which fell to pieces on Ins death, and was puti- 
x“ tl0ned b y lus officeis The most eastern poition was given to Seleueus Nicatm 
who estabbslied himself ni Babylon, and became the foundei ot the d\iuist\ ol 
the Seleucidae, which Listed foi two centimes and ,i half In the eaih put ol 
his reign, the struggles wlncli he had to maintain with powcilul competitors 
completely engiossed his attention, hut when, by the oveitlnow ol Antigonus, 
he felt family seated on the thione, he appeals to have become animated with 
an ambition to imitate the exploits of Alexandei, and cany lus aims i.u to the 
East India, indeed, lie natmally legal decl as foiming pait of Ins tei i itoiy, and, 
on lieaiing that the natives had nsen in msmiection, killed Alexander's prefects, 
and tin own off the Macedonian yoke, he resolved to treat them as rebels 
Accordingly, after having made himself mastei of Bactmi, he crossed the Indus, 
and entered the territories of which Taxiles and Poms were still rulers Neither 
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of them disputed his authority and lie continued his progress till lie reached the n c sosi 
countr\ of the Prasu over whom Sandracottus hid usurped the sovereignty 
after he lnd murdered tlieir lawful king Tins usurper whose identity with 
Clnndragupta who figures m the traditions and also in n drama of the Hindoos sanimcot 
has been established was of low origin and according to Justin 1 the chief cs a 
classical authority for all that is known of him owed his rise to a pretended zeal Kurt ‘ l 
for liberty His countrymen believing lmn placed power in his hands and 
the first use he made of it was to enslave them 

Unprincipled though Sandracottus had proved himself to be by the mode m 
which he attained the throne he soon showed by lus talents that he was not 
unworthy of reignm 0 and by force fear or persuasion had extended Ins 
dominions on ev ery side till lie w os able to bring into the field an arm} estimated 
by hundreds of thousands. Such was the enem\ with whom Seleucus w as 
lbout to come into collision We cannot wonder that the prospect made him 
pause and that more especially on leaning how much Ins presence w ns required - 1 1 
in the West, where new wars were raging lie w is glad to propose terms of s«i u* 
accommodation. Sandracottus aw are of his adv antage made the most of it and 
all that Seleucus obtained w as <>00 elephants in return for w Inch he ceded nil 
his Indian territories on both sides of the Indus. As a me ms of cementing the 
treaty Sandracottus married the daughter of Seleucus. The capital of the king 
dom of the Prasu called by classical writers Pahbothrn and by the Hindoos 
Patahputra and believ ed to have stood on or near the site of the modem Patna 
formed a quadrangle of vast extent inclosed by wooden walls loop-holed for 
arrow a 2 

The allunce between Seleucus and Sandracottus was not disturbed and 
Megasthenes who long lived at Palibothra ns ambassador from the former wrote 
a work which notwithstanding its cxcessiv e leaning to the marv ellous was the 
great source from which ancient classical writers denved most of what they 
knew concerning the interior of India The period of Indian history subsequent 
to the reign of Seleucus is very imperfectly known Recently an unexpected 
light li is been thrown upon it by the discovery of large quantities of coins 
which show that the western portion of the country continued subject to the 
Greek kings who had the seat of their government in Bictna Considerable c«h 
progress also lias been made m deciphering and interpreting certain monumental 
inscriptions winch are w ritten in an unknown alphabet and like the I gy ptian 
luerogly phics seemed as if they had been designed not so much to inform os to 
puzzle posterity Hie key hav mg at length been found some v aluable mfor 
mation has already been obtained and more may be expected but as yet 
the amount is too scanty to justify any attempt at detail All that need be said 
here is that after sev eral of the Seleucuhe among whom Antiochus the Great is 
most conspicuous and several Kings of Bactria which first became independent 
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rnidei TlieodoUis about ll o 260, bad held wcianlv '* 

m India, a hoidn ot Scythians dm on by the Huns limn (he sli. of «» -l.ix- 

aites, made then appccnncc about a centniy bob,,,- the Chustuu, , r. and 

named a film footing in the loud basin oi the India Uni Imimdvhat 

has been called the Indo-Scythic piovmui o( Sonde, and nun (iidiawiiniliff 

aoamst a bold and often successful opposition Imm tin nutm- to f. th.u 

° w.n into the ftilih h.i-m of the 

(hinm s, w I k n auot 1 m i hoiih .it 
mid fioju Ft t tin about J’t -0 
undei th( 1<» uh i -lnj» r»i Yu (hi 
who guwd tm tin. m ii t< m- 
poratt asf t*nd< nr \ and bn atm 
the fotnulei oi .in Imlo Sctthi.m 
dtnastt About tht* *• nn< tnin 
a natiM punt i c dh d \ n ntnm- 
dit \ .1 who is onr oi the gieitiit 
lieioes in Hindoo stoiy, established .in extensile sot 1 1 ( ignt t , wlmli hul the 
Neibudda foi its southern boundai} , nntl nt Oojein his cijnt.il luld itomt, 
lemaikable not only foi its splcndom, but foi the numbu oi h mini nun 
whom the enlightened libei.ility of the sovei eign had di.nvn atotnid him In 
Southern India, also, seveial native so\ cieignties appeal to h.vu been estab- 
lished as eaily as the Chnsti.m era Among these the most t onsjucuous art 
Pandya, which occupied a laige tiact m the soutli-w est of the peninsula, and 
one of whose kings, called Pandion, is said by Strabo to bat e sent an amtmaadoi 
to the Roman empeioi Augustus, and Chola, winch, including the Cunatie, 
extended ovei a laige poition ol the south-east of the peninsula and leiched 
north to the hanks of the Godaveiy They me now , how et ei, little bcttei than 
empty names, as they do not furnish dunng then long duiation am facts so 
well authenticated as to entitle them to a place in lnstoi ) 

It is somewhat remaikable that the Romans, though they boasted of bemtr 
mth huin t!ie ru leis of the woild, nevei possessed an inch of temtoi y m India On set oral 
occasions dunng then wais m the East, they came into collision w ith sot eieigns 
whose dominions leached beyond the Indus, but the tide of Rom m tjctoiy 


Roman in 
terconrse 


mvanahly stopped, as if it had met an insuperable bamei, befoie it 1 cached that 
celebrated stream It was not ignoiance oi mdiffeience that led the Romans 
thus to contract the hmits of their eastern frontiei On the conti ary, set eial of 
them most popular tvnteis had made them well acquainted with the geography 
and the leading physical features of India, while many of its peculiai products 
were exhibited for sale m their malts, and found eagei pui chasers, often at 
enormous prices They must often have longed to be mastere of a countiy 


1 Eucratides, King of Bactna (about B c 181) u is 
coutemporaiy -with Mithndates I , King of Putin i. 


and appears to have been one of tho most povvctftil 
of the Bactrim kings 
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winch ministered so greatly to their luxury and comfort and how ever much they n o 
may Ime wished it to he thought that they could Ime carried their conquests 
farther had they believed that there was any thing beyond to tempt their am 
bition it is sufficiently obvious that India never felt the terror of their power 
merely because inhospitable deserts and warlike nations interposed to place it 
be) ond their reach 

A\ hile it is impossible to give the Romans credit for moderation m refrainm 0 
from anj attempt to conquer India it is pleasing to find in their conduct an 
illustration of the important fict that the peaceful intercourse which commerce 
carries on between distant nations besides escapin D all the horrors which war 
carries in its tram secures all and more than all the advantages which 
could have been hoped from the most absolute and least expensive form of con 
quest In Rome and all its dependencies the rich products of the soil and the 
looms of India armed as surd) ns nbundantl) and ns cheaply as the) could 
have done had the whole countr) from the Himala)a to Cape Comorm been 
one vast Roman prov ince. 

Before leaving ancient India it will not be out of place to take a sunej of ^ f 
the leading routes b> which at this early period the traffic between the East i 1 ««> 
and West was conducted Overland the onl) practicable method of traffic was m 
b) means of caravans which after quitting the western confines of India pro 
ceeded directly to Bactna Here the first great halt w is made at Balkh on the 
southern frontiers and a great emporium was established Trom Bactna the 
usual Ime of route w as tow ard Bab) Ion which m like manner became anothei 
great emporium In pursuing this line the shores of the Caspian were nearl) 
approached, and advantage w vs often taken of it to ship goods which weic 
earned north to a convenient spot and then conve)ed b) land to the Blvck Sea, 
b) which not only the countries adjacent to the coasts could be supplied but an 
eas) access could be had through the Dardanelles to the ports of the Mediter 
ranean. Trom Bab) Ion the route westward led directl) to Palmyra, which in i > i 
consequence of the mart thus established overcame all the disadvantages of its 
situation m the heart of a desert and became the capital of a powerful and 
Opulent kingdom From Pnlm)ra the coast of the Lev ant was reached without 
much difficulty and its harbours became places of exchange for the three quar 
ters of the globe b trtenng the spices of India and the frankincense of Arabia 
against the peculiar products both of Europe and Africa Besides the direct 
overland route now traced there were many lines of divergence from wlnt raq 
be called its mam trunk These were chiefly intended to supply the places 
which lay at a distance on either side of it and thus furnished the means of 
transport for a v ery extensive inland trade 

The overland route which but for the camel would have been altogether 
impracticable w as necessarily slow toilsome and expensiv e and was therefore 
less extensively used than the maritime route especially after a knowledge of 
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the monsoons in the Indian Ocean had emboldened naMg.tm-. mm. 1m th.. 
■ compass was discoveied, to launch out into the <U ep and ‘deei 1 h< n < »iu -• dm r f lv 
across fiom shoie to shoie In tins "ay the outlaid u.M''. "'»s a<*< omj.l.siu d 
by the south-west, and the hornet aid hy the noifh-ea^t mom non— -tin hmnn 
consequently, m the summei, and the lattei in tin "nitd month*. I his v, a. 
avast mipiovement on the cailiei mode of na\igation hut am Mm« it "as 
discoveied the tiade by sea obtained "teat, impm him < Muition ha. all. vd\ 
been made of the Phoenicians, "ho, In im ms of it, at. pun d an opul* no "huh 
made the mei chants of Tyie pnnees, and a p<>"*i "huh if took all tin s! ill, 
piowess, and poise veiance of Alexandet the («wat t<> o\t ithnav \s tin \ could 
not communicate dn ectly with India and "tie unwilling t<> d< p- ml f«>i fi import 
on the Egyptians, "ho might at an> time, b\ du lining to pi ll.tnn tin n pirt of 
it, have extinguished the tiade then. In foiee oi mgoliation, mid* tlniu-*h< . 
masteis of some convenient haihouis on the Aialnan (oast m u tin intiamt 


of the Red Sea, and, using them as enticpots fmiind a (oinmmin it ion "ith 
Tyie by a land loute, of which tlun had set tin d tin* *ntm n.ntiol '1 In 
distance was still so gieat as to be \u\ mutimmt nl, and In m t in" i.u ihtu *> 
foi the tiade wcie obtained "lien the Pint nuiau*. took pn^-* -stun of Klutio- 
coluia, the neatest poit in the Meditei nuie.tn to the Rid N a It i*» tun that 
befoie the goods could icach T}ie a double n -shipment thus bttanie mns- 

Route us3ii saiy, but the diminished land caniago mou* thin eompinsatid foi this dis 

by tho ‘ w 1 

phosmenna advantage, and enabled them, by the abundance and clu quits, ■with wliuh 
they could supply othei nations, to establish almost a complete monopoly of 
the Indian tiade 


Route by 
Alexandria 


On the destruction of Tyie and the foundation ol Alexandn.i the ti.uli "itli 
India enteied a new channel, m which it continued aftuwanls to flow toi nt uh 
eighteen centimes Alexandei had the meut of selecting this channel hut died 
too soon to see its advantages leah/ed So thoioughh, howi\u, hid lu 
impaited lus ideas to Ptolemy Lagus, that that oflicei on hemming m istei ot 
Egypt. ma de Alexanch la his capital, and piovided its haiboui w ith a light-home 
m the election of which so much magnificence and engmeenng skill w eie dis- 
played, that it lanked as one of the seven wondeis ot the woild Ills mows 


were followed out by his son and successor Ptolemy Philadelphia, who, aftei 
endeavounng, hut without success, to foim a canal acioss the isthmus ol Sue/ 
which would have given a continuous watei communication to Alcxandna 
founded the new city of Beiemce on the west coast of the Red Sea Fi om tins 
city a land carnage, not unattended with difficulties, which gieat fixations vac 
made to surmount, brought the pioducts of India to Coptos The lemainiim 
distance to Alexandua was easily completed by a shoit canal and the File 

Though the channel thus opened, the wealth of India continued to flow into 
Egypt so long as it remained an independent kingdom Outwaid vessels 
leaving Berenice with such aiticles of Emopean and Afucan expoit as weie in 
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demind in the East skirted the Arabian and Persian coasts taking advantage nc — 
of such prominent head lands as enabled them to steer direct without following 
the windings of the shore and thus reached the Indian coast near the mouths 
of the Indus. How far the} afterw mis proceeded south is not known but as 
there w as no obstacle in tlio w aj and some of the most prized products of the 
country la} m that direction it is to be presumed that instead of confining 
themsehesto a few isolated spots the} formed a general acquaintance with the 
whole sea Lord- To secure the command of this Iucrativ e trade the Egyptian 
kings maintained a large fleet at sea which while it kept down purac} deterred 
other nations from entering into competition with them. Hie nation which 
could ha\e done so with most effect was Persia which possessed the obvious and 
ver} important adv antnge of a far shorter sea passage From the Persian Gulf 
the} could lme reached India in about half the time which the Egyptians must 
have taken. The Persians however had long an aversion to mantime enter n r n 
pnse — an aversion so great that the} are said to ha\ e erected banners across the mam m 
Tigris and Euphrates for the purpose of rendering it impossible Be this as it ent n>ti,a 
raaj it seems established that the Indian produce which the} obtained for 
their own use or the suppl} of adjacent countries came mostl} ov erland h} the 
caravans Another cause of the supineness of the Persians in regard to man 
time intercourse with India may be found in the erroneous ideas generally 
entertained respecting the proper limits of the Caspian Sea on the north and 
its relativ e position to the Black Sea The Caspian was somewhat unaccount- 
abl} imagined to be a branch of the great Northern Ocean and it was belies ed 
that by means of it a channel of communication might he opened up with 
Europe which might thus bo made to receive the products of India by a fir rmn 
shorter route than the Indian Ocean and consequent^ at a fir cheaper rate 8eo8n,I1> 
than they could he furnished b} the Egyptians. Ideas of this kind seem to 
lme weighed particulail} with some of Alexanders successors in the East 
Seleucus Nicator the first and one of the ablest of them is ev ui said to lme 
contemplated a canal w Inch w ould lm e joined the Caspian and Blacl Seas and 
thercb} secured a monopol} of European and Indian tiaffic 

After the Romans conquered E 0 }pt and converted it into a province in n c 
30 the channels of traffic w ith the East continued unchanged while its amount 
was enormousl} increased both by land and sea B} the latter in particular 
the traffic received an impulse unfelt before when a navigator of the name of 
Hippalus conceived the idea of cutting off neail} a half of the vo} age between n pp i 
the Red Sea and India b} abandoning the timid track pursued along the d t 
mter\emn 0 shores and steering boldly far out of sight of land through the 
ver} middle of the ocean The plin seems so natural and the considerations 
which suggested it so obvious that one finds some difficult} in lecogmzmg 
Hippalus as the inventor or m giving lnm much credit for the invention He 
had simply observed the regularity of the monsoons and concluded that by 
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banks of the Euphrates than an important trade sprung up in the Persian Gulf ad — 
and Indian produce was transported in large quantities up themer and then 
west to Palmyra which reaped the advantage to such an extent that e\ en Rome 1 d tnuI 
condescended at one time to court its alliance After this pioud city had mo» 
declined and was tottering to its fall the Per lan monarchs continued the traffic 
which had been established and by means of it enriched themselves at the 
expinse of the Greeks who had made Constantinople the capital of their empire 
As we have now touched on medieval times it may suffice in concluding the 
sketch of ancient India to mention that the great staples of its trade were then 
nearlj the same as at present and consisted chiefly of cotton and silk goods 
dye drugs spices and aromatics pearls diamonds emeralds and otlit r precious 
stones Ihese were paid chiefly in the precious metals hut partly also m 
woollen doth lead tin brass wine and a few fori ign perfumes Though a 
passage in the Institutes of Menu which refers to sea \oja tt es as well as land 
journeys implies th it the inhabitants of India had begun at an early period to 
navigate the ocean they seem to have confined themselves to coasting and to 
ha\e left the external trade entirely in the hands of strangers This aversion 
to commit themselves to the open sea had its origin in superstitious fears which 
still continue to operate 
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AHOMETANISM which hid made little progress so long iuj i 
as persuasion onl) was employ ed to propagate it no sooner m i 
began to wield the sword than it spread ripidl) on ever) 1 
side Before the deith of Mahomet in 6 52 it hid sub 
dued all Arabia and made a considerable impression both 
on Syria and Persia and under his successors it had in the course of less 
than a centurj not only consolidated these conquests but established an empire 
which stretched continuously from Arabia as a centre west to the Atlantic, 
engulfing Spam and threatening the fairest portion of France — north and 
north east through Persia to the vast region which extends between the Oxus 
and the Jaxartes from the Cispian to Mount Imaus — and east hejond the 
banks of the Indus. Its progress in this last direction must now be traced. 

As earl) as the caliphate of Omar the Arabs coasting along the shores of 
the Indian Ocean had made predator) descents upon Scmde clutfH for the 
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terror and plunged with him into th< n\ei The occurrence completely dis ad m 
concerted the Indians and though Dalnr mounted a hor^e ind displayed both 
shill and courage in endeavouring to rally them it was too late The fortune 
of the day was decided and lus gallant effort to retrie\e it only co t lum lus 
life 

The remains of the Indian armv took lefurje m the city of Brahmanabad n » 

° J d r f 

Cosim idvanced against it and met a resistance which probably he had not b hm 
anticipated. The rajahs widow heroically assumed the defence and made it b 1 
good while prov lsions lasted. When they failed and resistance inconsequence 
became hopeless she erected a funeral pile and committed herself and children 
to the flames Many of the garrison equally prepared for death met it by 
throwing open the gates and rushing out to perish by tlxe swords of the 
besiegers Those who remained lnd no better fate On the assault all in arms 
were slaughtered the rest were earned into bondage Casim in pursuing his 
conquests took Mooltan without resistance and became master of all the tern 
tones which had belonged to Rajah Dalnr 

It would seem that beside the children who perished with then mother* 
in Brahmanabad the rajah had two daughters possessed of great personal ” 8 
attractions. They were among the captiv es and seeming fit to grace the caliph s 
liarem were accordingly com eyed to Damascus which was at this time the 
capital of the caliphate On their armal Wahd the caliph whose curiosity 
hod b( en excited ordered the elder to be brought to lnm On entering she 
burst into tears exclaiming How can I be worthy of your notice aftei ha\ing 
been dishonoured by Casim? Wahd consulting only lus indignation sent orders 
forthwith to sew up Casim in a raw hide and send lnm forward When the 
body arrived it was produced to the rajah s daughter who overjoyed, exclaimed 
Now I am satisfied Casim w as innocent of the crime I imputed to him but lie 
was the ruin of my family and I ha\e had my revenge 

After Casim s death in 714 the Arabs made no new conquests m India 
Even tliosi which he had effected were maintained only till the downfall of the 
Ommeiad dynasty in 750 when the Hindoos rose in insurrection and recovered 
all tla it had been wrested from them 

Reference has been made to the Arab conquest of the territory Letw t en the v » b 
Oxus and the Jaxartes From its position it is usually called by classical it 
writers Transoxiana and by Arab writers Mawar ul Nahr words literally 13 
meaning beyond the met Its inhabitants were mostly Persians, Irving m 
fixed habitations and nomadic Tartars the latter forming apparently the great 
majority Tins territory winch the Arabs first entered in 706 and overran m 
the course of the eight following y ears became finally dissev ered from their 
empire about 820 and was ruled successively by the Taluntes till 872 the 
Sofarides till 892 and the Somams till 1004 The last dynasty becomes 
interesting because during it and owing to one of its princes the house of 

\oi 1 6 



42 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


j Horn I 


was 


adotg Ghuznee, which plays a most impoitant pint m the histois of India 
founded 

Aijitcgin, Alptegm, the firandei of the house o{ Ghuznee. v.is ougmall} a Tmhi slave 
^“rto Abdulinelek, the fifth pimcc of the Soinam lino, and had no highei ofliro 
Qhwnto than that of amusing lm mnstei by tuinhlmg and tucks of logndmnam Ho 
was capable, howevei, of much bcttei, and giadualh io-c fn bo g<>\ c i noi of 
Khoiasan. On the death of Abdulmelek, m 961, he lost (he fa\out of his 
successoi, Mausm, by lecommenrhng that anothoi inemhet of the laimlv should 
be selected foi the tlnone, was depmcd oi his gouimncut, and ian gi« at 11 -k 
of losing both his libeity and his life Aftci a \aiiet% of nuiov, <~'ip m 
which he displayed much coinage and mihtai} talent, he found an a'alum with 
a body of faithful follower at Ghuznee, among the mountain of Solinrin 
Here he declared his independence, and succeeded 111 nnmtainmg it till his 
death, m 976 He was succeeded hy Sehektegm, who, like liunsili, had 
been ougmally a Tuila slave, but had nscn so much m his f.tiuin that he ga\e 
him his daughtei in main.ige, and made him his lien 

Sebektegm’s futuie soveieignti is sud to li.i\c been enU fou told One da}, 
while a puvate horseman, he hunted down a lav n and was cam mg it off, v In n 
he looked behind and saw its niothoi follow mg w ith such sign-* oi distic^, that 
he was moved with compassion and set the fawn at bin it} Tin )o\ and 
appaient giatitude expiessed by the mothei nude so stiong an impie-vaon upon 
lum, that when he went to sleep it became the subject oi a dioun m whuh 
Mahomet appealed to him, and announced that as a lew.ud foi his hum mil \ 
he was destined to he a king The piediction, if it was madi, had no snow i 
been fulfilled, than an event took place which tlueatuicd to lendei it flintier 
The inhabitants on the left bank of the Indus had foi neaih thiee ccntjues 
been living m the enjoyment of then lecoc eied mdepeiulenee , hut thej km w 
enough of the cruelty and oppiession which then foiefathei-. Ind endmed 
while subjected to an Aiab yoke and wcie natui ally filled with alaun when 
they saw a new Mahometan kingdom established oil then iiontieis It theic- 
fore seemed to them good policy not to wait till the tlncatcned calamiU oiei - 
agamst lum took them, but to endeavoui by anticipating to pi event it The mitiatne in 
this bold enteipuse was undei taken by Rajah Jeipal, who mled oiei a huge 
extent of terntoiy, and kept Ins couit at Lalioie Ciossmg the Indus, he 
advanced till he came up with the tioops of Sebektegin, who commanded 


SebeMegm 
anecdote of 
lum 


Native con 
federation 


m person, and was accompanied by his son, who, then only a boy, g,i\c pi oof of 
the talents which afteiwaids made lnm celcbiated undei the name of Sultan 
Mahmood After some time spent m skumishmg, the ai lines wci e on the c\ e of 
fighting a gi eat battle, when a fearful storm of wind, tliiuidei, and Imd oecuned 
Both aimies suffered greatly, but not to the same extent The tioops of 
Ghuznee soon recovered fiom the disastei, whereas those of Hmdoostan bem~ 
at once less liaidy and more superstitious, weie so chspmted that Jeipal wal 
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glad to propose terms of ax commodation Mahmood stood out and would be ad eo 7 
satisfied with nothing short of a decisive victory but his fither more prudent 
and moderate was satisfied w ith a present payment in elephants and gold and 
the promise of a certain amount of annual tribute Jeipal returned humiliated 
to Lahore and endeavoured to hide his shame by breaking Ins promise When 
the messengers of SebeLtegm armed to receive the tribute he not only refused 
it but threw them into prison. 

Warlike preparations on a grander scale than before again commenced Se w b«tw 
bektegin advanced to t ike revenge and Jeipal aware liow much lie had done to 1 r 3 1 
provoke it endeavoured to ward it off by means of a confederacy in which 3 pal 
in addition to other rajahs of less importance he was joined by those of Delhi 
Ajmeer Callinger and Canouge Thus supported he advanced at the head of 
an army composed of an innumerable host of foot and 100 000 horse In lus 
Oriental phraseology Tenshta says 1 that when SebeLtegm ascended a lull to 
view the forces of Jeipal they appeared in extent like the boundless ocean and 
m number bke the ants or locusts of the wilderness but instead of being dis- 
mayed at his vast inferiority in point of numbers he considered himself as a 
wolf about to attack a flocl of sheep So confident indeed was lie that dis 
darning to act on the defensive he commenced the attack by singling out a 
certain point in the enemy s line and charging it by successive squadrons of 
500 men. When in this way he had thrown it into disorder he made a general 
assault and ramtd everything before lnm The Hindoos panic struck thou D ht 
only of flight and suffered immense slaughter The Indian camp yielded 1 nch 
plunder The more permanent results of the victory were that SebeLtegm 
was acknowledged king of all the territory west of the Neelab or Upper Indus 
and sent one of his officers with 10 000 horse to govern Peshawer 

SebeLtegm died in 997 after a reign of tw enty y ears distinguished by s^bekt g 
prudence equity and moderation His death was sudden but during his last 
moments he named his son Ismael Ins heir He appears indeed, to have had a 
better title than Malimood who though elder was illegitimate Ultimately 
however after a war of succession in which Ismael was worsted and unpri 
soned for life Mahmood assuming the title of sultan w Inch though w ell know n 
in Arabia had not previously been borne by any prince of Turkish origin 
seated himself firmly on his father s throne 

Mahmood w as of an athletic form but was stronglv marked with the small 8uUa 

M hmcxxl 

pox and so deficient in personal beauty that one day on beholding himself in 
a glass he exclaimed The sight of a king should brighten the eyes of the 
beholders hut nature has been so unkind to me that my appearance is positively 
forbidding This defect probably made lum less disposed to indulge in youth 
ful pleasures and concurred with his natural temper m inducing him to seek 
fame by military exploits He has already been seen urging his father to reject 
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of the unfortunate Rajah Jeipal Not deterred by Ins fathers fate Anangpil ad 1005 
encountered Mahmood near Peshawer and sustained a defeat which compelled 
him to take refuge in Cashmere The victorious sultan continued his march to 
Mooltan and obtained the submission of its chief He would doubtless have 
exacted more rigorous terms than submission and also made Anangpol feel the 
full \\ eight of his v engeanee had he not been under the necessity of hastening 
home to repel the formidable invasion of a Tartar prince of the name of Elik 
Khan who had hoped to make on easy conquest of Khomsau while the Ghumee 
forces w ere bej ond the Indus He had miscalculated and on tht sultan s arm al 
was obliged, after a signal deft at to recross the Oxus with onlv a few attendants 
On this occasion the sultan s \ ictory was greatly uded by 500 elephants which 
he had brought from Indio. The Tirtar horses would not face them and the 
soldiers who had nevei seen them before were oveiawed by their huge bulk and 
strange appearance especially after the} had seen the one on which the sultan 
lumstlf was mounted seize Hik Khans standard bearer and tos him into the 
air with his trunk 

Anangp il s escape was only temporary for Mahmood was no sooner nd of c *it f 
the Tartar invader than he hastened back to India at the head of a formidable 
army Anangpal meanwhile anticipating, the return of the sultan had made 
exertions and succeeded m forming, a powerful coalition of rajahs against the 
common enemy of their freedom and their faith Their united forces bi ought 
into the Punjab a larger army than had ever been seen m it before Even the 
sultan seemed to hesitate and instead of advancing with the headlong courage 
which he usually displayed began to entrench himself m the vicinity of 
Peshawer Tins sign of weakness added greatly to the strength of the confede 
rates who were daily joined by new auxiliaries and received large supplies of 
money from dll quarters even the Hindoo women selling their jewels and 
melting down the gold of their other ornaments to assist in what was regarded 
as a holy w ar 

Mahmood kept within his entrenchments well aware that if they were nr t t 
attacl ed, his position would give him a decided idvantige and that if the 
Indians through feai of this refrained from attacking their immense tumultuary 
force could not be lon a kept together The first skirmishes were not to his 
advantage for the Gukkurs and other mountaineer tribes rushing impetuously 
among the Mahometan cav airy made such dexterous use of their swords and 
kiuv es that horse and riders tumbled to the ground and to the number of several 
thousands were despatched in atwinklin ^ 1 Mahmood still remained motionless 

The Gulden Gn t r Gakh n G kk o ml di th t t em t nd c t that sth 
K hk ea (f r th nam spell 1 in all th d ff nt mode f w rf b a on de bl mblan t 

w ya nd c t lw ys th am w y by th me th t f wh eh th Gh k f N p il hav ntly 

nth ) ar first u ti d in th li at ry f th A b dti hdthrul th y in y h Ida m 

conquests I du as f rra 1 m w th th Af mam Th how is nip b bl as th l 

gha and in run n with thmwrt trtof lclta very r m t f om a 1 oth The G k 
t tory f ratlePjh f Lah The pi t kurs a c rd n t Elphin t n (Ca&ul I t odu t o 
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watching Ins oppoi tvmity It came at last Anangpal's elephant, galled by the 
arrows and fnghtened by the fliebaUs, turned round and liuiued him ofl the field 
The Hindoos, thi nki ng themselves deserted by then geneial, slackened then 
lesistance, and finally tinned then backs No time was given them to wily, 
and eie long 20,000 lay dead upon the field The lest weie so completely 
dispersed that Mahmood had notlnng moie to do than gather the fnuts of his 
victory The one most giatifymg to his avaricious tempei was the captine ol 
the fortified temple of Nagarcote, situated on one of the lowei langes of the 
Himalaya It owed its sanctity to a natiual flame which issued fiom the 
ground, and, fiom the veneration m which it was held, as well as the stiength 
of its position, was not only nch m votive offerings, but was the common 
depository of the wealth of the adjacent country To assist in the lecent 
struggle, its gainson had "been withdiawn, and when Sultan jMahmood anned 
before it, he was met only hy a crowd of defenceless Brahmins clamoiously 
implormg mercy The inventory of its tieasures was, accoidmg to Fenshta, 
700,000 golden chnais, 700 maunds of gold and silvei plate, 200 maunds of 
puie gold m ingots, 2000 maunds of unwi ought silver, and 20 maunds of peails, 
corals, diamonds, and rubies The value must have been fabulous, and justifies 
Fenshta’s asseition, that it was greatei than evei was collected befoie into any 
royal treasury 1 The sultan, on his leturn to Ghnznee, gave a triumphal 
banquet, which ivas spread out on a spacious plain, and lasted tlnee days 
The spoils of India, exhibited on tin ones of gold, and tables of gold and silvei, 
made a display livalhng tlie utmost that has been told of Oriental wealth and 


vol i p 100) “once possessed tlie vv hole country be 
tween the Indus and the Hydaspes ( Jailum), but lia\ e 
been driven out by tlie Siks ” In bis map, they are re 
presented as occupying a considerable tract of the 
Punjab east of tlie town of Attock, in the direction of 
Cashmere On his homeward journey he passed 
through tlieir country, in consequence of a letter of 
invitation which he received from the sultan, accom- 
panied by a vast quantity of grapes, winch there grow 
■wild Shortly after passing Eawil Pindee, he made 
a circuit of about forty miles, and saw “the ruins of 
some Gucker towns destroyed hy the Siks, and those 
of some others, still more ancient, which had suffered 
the same fate from the Mussulmans ” The only other 
information he gives respecting them is, that they 
“have still a high military reputation ” Fenshta, 
in narrating the exploit of the Gukkurs m their en 
counter with Mahmood, says, that they “lepulsed 
Ins light troops, and followed them so closely, that 
no less than 30,000 Gukkurs, with their heads and 
feet bare, and armed with various weapons, pene 
trated into the Mahometan lines, when a dreadful 
carnage ensued, and 5000 Mahometans in a few 
minutes were slam ” Price, m his Chi onological He 
trosped, or Memoirs of the Principal Eients m Ma 
hommedan Htslouj, vol n p 284, while professedh 
borrow mgfrom Fenshta, impro\ esuponbis narratu e, 
apparent!) for the purpose of making it still more 


graphic, and sajs, “In spite of tlio circumspection 
of Mahmood, and in the heat of the action, a bod) 
of 1000 ICalikares or Guikkers, bareheaded and bare 
footed, -variously and strangclv armed, passed tlio 
entrenchments on both llanks and falling in with 
astonishing fury among tho cavalry, proceeded with 
the desperation of savages, and with their swords 
and knives, to cut down and mum both the horse 
and his rider, until almost in tho twinkling of an 
eye, betvv een 3000 and 4000 men lnd fallen v ictnns 
to tho rage of tlieso infuriated maniacs ’ That 
they had the cunning and vindictiveness of savages 
will become apparent m the course of tho narratn e 
fiom an assassination which some of them committed 
under singular circumstances, but that tlioy were 
under regular government, and ruled by princes 
who occupied no mean place among their contem 
poraries, may be inferred fiom tlio fact that they 
were recognized by the title of sultan, and that tho 
daughter of one of them was considered a fit match 
for the celebrated Jelilu din, son of the King of 
Kliarism, and the only princo m whom Glienghis 
Khan found a formidable opponent — See Brigg’s 
Pci ishta, vol iv p 415-418 

1 The value of the golden dinar is about 9s ster 
ling The Indian maund weighs 80, and tho Persian 
only 11 lbs The latter seems to be the one which 
is here intended 
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splendour Mahmood forgot his avance on the occasion and while myriad- ad 1010 
of spectators were luxuriously feasted splendid presents were bestowed on ment 
and liberal alms given to the poor 

The beginning ol the >ear 1010 was employed bj Sultan Mihmood in the s itm 
conquest of Glior situated among the branches of the Hindoo Ivoosli east of on !T«^ 
Heiat but before the jear closed he is ogam found pursuing his conquests m ^ 
India Foi some succeeding jears Ins operations there were somewhat desultory 
and interrupted by an important expedition to Transoxiana during which he 
extended his west frontier to the Caspian but in 1017 determined no longer 
to confine himself to the Punjab he set out at the head of an army of 100 000 
foot and 20 000 horse for the purpose ot penetrating into the basin of the 
Ganges and thus opening up a way into the -very heart of Hindoostan March 
ing from Peshawer he kept close to the mountains till he passed the Jumna 
and then turning suddenly south made Ins unexpected appearance before 
Canouge This great capital the rajah of which for some reison not well 
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explained tool precedence of all the other Rajahs of Hincjoostan is acknowledged 
by all writers Hindoo and Mahometan to have been the Ivrgest and most 
magnificent of Indian cities but it is unnecessary to giv e any description of it 
at present is Malimood delighted with the abject submission of the rajah who 
came out with his familj and threw lnmself upon his mere} left it uninjured 
after i short stav of three da}S.* He next bent his steps towards Muttra one m ttra 
of the most famous seats of Hindoo superstition The treatment it experienced rl d 
was \ery different from that of Canouge Dunn., twenty da} i of plunder 
Mahometan fmaticism and licentiousness had their full swing and e\ery kind of 
0utra o c on humanity w as perpetrated- In tlif midst of these horrors Mahmood 
while struck w ltli the magnificence of the buildings divided his thoughts between 
them and the immense sums which it must have cost to erect them and wrote 
to the governor of Ohuznee a letter of which the following ver} characteristic 

Tli a o in "nifice t ty Las 1 g f 11 n | d f rmed pi e f ret t f dope d 
t d tyiy Its rn S nvm round d with j in 1 [ of U K d 
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passage lias been pieseived “Hue tbeie me a tl.ousind < d.he, a ns in in ns the 
faith of the faithful, most of them maible, besides innumi mbh t* mpl* * mi t** 
it likely that this city has attained its pi es< nt condition but at lie < ' 1" n ' ’* 
many millions of dinais, noi could such anothei l.c const rud* d umh i p. nod 
of two centimes” 1 After leaung Muttia Mahmoud slmmed sf\ual oth. t 
towns, laid waste a laigc extent of counti\, and then ntmnol to Glm/m - uith 
an incalculable amount of spoil and nbo\e dOOO ( iptn* s 

Of the two next Indian expeditions of Sultan Malnnood, w lm h took p!m> 
respectively in 1022 and 1023, the second onh h dt mi \ ingot tiffin* 1*. < um 
diuing it a Mahometan ganison was, foi the fust turn p* imam nth t itiomd 
beyond the Indus This unenuable distmetion htlongs {oth* < it\ *>1 hdioi* 
whose lajah, Jetpal II, the sucec-vsoi of Ainngpd alt* i Mibnuttmg to 
Malvmood and lning foi sometime on fuendh turns vtth him v a bmpb-1 
in an evil lioui to tlnow off his allegiance 3 he it suit, ninth might < <isd\ 
have been foieseen, was tlie loss of all Ins tuntoriis, which n*t< iu.tiivith 


annexed to Glnwnee 

We have now ai lived at Sultan Mahmouds List expedition t<» Ju*li<t It i-. 
geneially leckoned as Ins twelfth, an* l has m.uh moieum-* than .dl tin t* 4 
though its political lesults weie not lmpoi tint Itsdcstuxd goal w.i- Smnimuth, 
one of the most celebtated scats of Hindoo supu stition situat'd n* it !h* slime 
of the Aiabian Sea, in the south of the peninsula ot Clujeiat 3 *> thismp di- 
tion, fanaticism and the loie of plundci appe u to ha\» In * n themtuating 
motives The way fiom Gluvnee to Somnautli lu\ l**i hmnlnds oi miles 
through a paiched sandy deseit The num, w hose numlurs aie not staff d si t 
out m Septembei, 1021, and leached Mooltan in Octobei Foi transport 20 000 
camels had been piovided, and as the soldicis bad moieoiei been onletcd to 
cany as laige a supply as possible of pioMsions, wutei, and fonigt, tin* 
difficulties of the deseit weie suimounted without am seuous dnistei itid the 
expedition made its appeal ance m the cultnated coimtiv aiound Ajmcei 33ie 
Hindoos, though awaie of the tlneatened attack upon then templi, had calcu- 
lated on a diffeient loute, and weie, in consequence, so totally unpiepned foi 
resistance, that then only safety was m flight The usual de\ astation followed 
and the city of Apnea was given up to phmdei Continuing lus ptomess, 
Mahmood enteied Gujeiat, and ai lived at Anliulvara, its capital He might 
easily have made lumself rnastei of it, foi the lapdi had fled, but lie was intent 
on higher game, and lefused to be turned aside fiom it At length Somnautli 
was reached It was situated on a peninsula, winch a foi titled isthmus connected 
with the mainland Heie lie was met by a lieiald, who defied him m the name 
of the god, and menaced him with desk action Malimood only answeied w ith 
a shower of anows, and cleared the Avails of defenders, who hastened to the idol 
to prostrate themselves before it and implore its help Meantime the besiegers 

1 Brigg’s rervshta, \ol 1 p 53 
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advanced and had nearly effected an entrance when the defenders returned and v d 10 1 
fought so furiously that their enemies unable to make good a footing were forced 
to retire Tht next day the attack was repeated and assumed the form of a 
general assault but the result was the same The third day opened still more 
propitiously for the defenders for several native chiefs hnvm^ united their 
forces had advanced to the rescue The attack could not be continued till this somna ti> 
new enemy was disposed of The battle which ensued was furiously contested 
and seemed at one time about to bt decided m favour of the Hindoos by the 
sudden arrival of the Kajah of Anhulwara with a large body of fresh troops 
The Mahometans who had previously been unable to do more than maintain 
their ground now began to waver and a general route was imminent when the 
sultan recurring to a device which had succeeded ■with lnm on other occasions 
prostrated himself in presence of his army and then as if confident that his 
prayer had been heard leaped to his horse raised the war cry and rushed into 
the thickest of the fight His troops ashamed not to follow where such a 
master would lead, followed close upon Ins track and bore down all before 
them The critical moment was passed and they had gained a complete 
victory No further attempt was mode to defend the temple and the defenders 
to the number of 4000 took to their boats Mahmood in the course of his 
plunderings had seen the interior of many Hindoo temples but the magnificence 
of Somnauth was so surpassing that it filled him with wonder The interior it lebrat 
whose lofty roof was supported by fifty six pillars curiously can ed and glittering 
with precious stones received its light not from the sun but from a lamp which 
was suspended in its centre by a golden chain The real object of worship at 
Somnauth w as simply a cylinder of stone but Fenshta. takes no notice of it 
and says that the idol 15 feet m height but six of them sunk beneath the 
surface stood opposite the entrance Mahmood at once ordered its destruction 
but hesitated when the Brahmins threw themselves at his feet imploring him 
to spare it and offering an immense ransom After a momentary pause 
exclaiming that he would rathei be known as a breaker than as a seller of 
idols he struck the idol with Ins mace His followers instantly followed up 
the blow till the idol broke asunder It was hollow and disclosed diamonds 
and other jewels of immense -value hidden within it Mahmood was equally 
surprised and delighted The treasure obtained far exceeded the amount of 
ransom which the priests had offered and was regarded by him and his followers 
**xs a gift from the Prophet in return for the zeal which they had displayed m 
his cause 

Two pieces of the idol were sent to Mecca and Medina and two to Ghuznee ** 

toth gates f 

One of the latter was in the palace and another at the grand mosque in the Som ti 
sixteenth century when Ferishta wrote lus history It is somewhat remarkable 
that he says nothing of the gates of the temple which according to a pre\a 
lent tradition were also earned to Ghuznee and ultimately formed one of the 
\oi I 7 
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ii opines placed on Sultan Mahmood s tomb The silence of l<ei. shin throws 
considerable doubt on the authenticity ol the tiadition, foi the gates should ha\e 
been there m his tune, and if there, he certainly would have mentioned them 

Be tins ns it may, the 

tiadition m as so fhmly 
believed, that when the 
British nuny finally 
quitted Cabool, in IS 12, 
the gates veic In ought 
ava> m tinimph, and 
Loid Ellcnboiough, then 
Got ei noi-geneial of In- 
dia, made them the sub- 
ject of a ten pompous, 
uncluistun, and impolitic 
proclamation 1 

Mahmood, on his re- 
turn, stopped foi some 
time at Anhulvara, vith 
vlnch, as veil as the 
sunoundmg country, he 
v as so much pleased that 
he is said to have had 
some thoughts of adopt- 
ing it as a new capital 
Many othei magnificent 
piojects passed tluough 
Ins mind, but they all vanished m smoke, and lie contented himself with 
setting up a new rajah m Gujerat The peison selected was an anchoiet of 
the ancient loyal stock, and seems to have recommended himself to Mahmood 
as the peison most likely to yield him implicit submission Anothei membei 
of the loyal stock thought himself bettei entitled to the i a] ah ship, and, to 
pievent a disputed succession, lus peison was secured When Mahmood was 
leaving Gujeiat, the anchoiet lajah requested that his competitor might be 
delivered up to him , and, on the assurance that Ins life would be spaied, the 
lequest was gianted The hypocrite kept Ins pionnse to the eai He uas too 
holy a man to be guilty of shedding the blood of any living cieatuie He 
only dug a hole, m winch lie meant to have immuied Ins pusonei, and legaled 



Gates of Somnauth — From Hart a Afghan Sooner} 


1 Fergusson, in Ins Hand Bool of Architecture, 
says that tliesa gates are not of sandal n ood, but of 
the wood of the deodar pme tree, therefore the 
tradition of their baling been the gates of the 
temple at Somnauth is mong The decorations 


beai no lesemblancc to Hindoo i\ or], , and as the 
ornaments are similar to thoso of the mosque of Ebn 
Touloun at Cairo, tbej allow tbe same date of con 
struction, and tint the like ornamentation lias used 
at the extreme ends of tlio Moslem empire 
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his ear w lth his groans. By a whirl of fortune the position of the parties was a d 1030 
reversed and the anchoret deposed from his rajahship was consigned to the 
hole wlnle the throne was occupied by Ins intended victim 

Though Mahmood had made his first passage across the desert without loss rassag r 
he was less fortunate m returning He had employed Hindoo guides who kept th 9Crt 
the army wandering for three days and nights over desolate tracts where 
neither forage nor water could be found Numbers of the troops died ra\mg 
mad from the intolerable heat and tlnrst Mahmood suspecting that the guides 
had not erred but led him wilfully astray put one of them to the torture and 
wrung from him a confession that he w os 
one of the priests of Somnauth and had 
sought by misleading the army to insure 
its destruction and thereby obtain a rich 
re\ enge 

On the homeward march Mahmood was 
greatly harassed tty a tnbe of Juts who are 
described as occupying a district intersected 
by nvers which form numerous islands 
He determined to chastise them and with 
this \iew took up a position at Mooltan 
where he ordered 1400 boats to be built 
and armed with iron spikes projecting from 
the bows and sides to secure them against 
being boarded as the Juts were particularly 
dexterous at tins species of warfare A 
senes of na\al engagements were fought in 
the neighbourhood of the locality where 
Alexander equipped his fleet thirteen centimes before After a desperate 
struggle the Juts were overpowered and those who had not fallen in battle 
were earned off into slavery 

Mahmood returned m tnumph to Ghuznec but had ceased to be capable of m hmowi 
enjoying it for he was suffenng under an excruciating disease which earned 
lnm off April 29 1030 in the sixty third year of Ins age and the thirty fifth 
of his reign Two days before Ins death lie ordered all the gold and precious 
stones which lie possessed to be placed before lnm He wept with regret to 
tlunk how soon he must part with them for e\ er but he had not the heart to 
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bestow any of them as faiewell piescnts, and simply caused them to be taken 
back to the tieasuiy The next day lie oidcied a leview oi the nrmj, and, 
seated on Ins travelling tin one, saw all Ins elephants, camels, lioi-cs atnl 
chauots pass befoie lnm He feasted Ins eyes, but could not satisfy his heait, 
and once moie burst into tears The day aftei, he lay on his bed a hfele.i 
coipse, and an impiessive example of the vanity of human rushes 

Avarice, which was one of Ins nihng passions, is geneialfy supposed to be 
incompatible with tine gieatness, and yet it is impossible to den) that Sultan 
Mahmoocl, the foundei of the Mahometan Indian empnc, po^owM m a high 

degiee many of the qualities ninth hare 
0$}\ piocuied foi othei soreiugns the name oi 
^ Iea ^ If e gamed signal uetones, made 
g (hf conquests, and by the ability of his go win - 

nient letamed them, .idonied Ins rapital 
with magnificent buildings, and kept a 
splendid couit, to r\ Inch he attiacted mam 
of the most distinguished wi item of Ins time 
lie must thus hare been a munificent pation 
of liteiatme and ait, though one oi ihe 
, gieatest blots on Ins lcimtation r\as Ins 

Gold and Suafii Coins or Mahmood 1 ^ 1 

tieatmcnt of Ferdusi That celebiated poet 
long lived at Ins conit, and was commissioned to rente a poem, for winch he 
rvas piomised at the late of a dmai a line Theie can be no doubt that a 
golden dinar was undeistood, but Malmrood, on making payment, bad the 
meanness to take advantage of the ambiguity in the teim, and gave onl) 
silver Feidnsi quitted the couit in disgust, and took Ins leeenge b) launching 
at its soveieign a stinging satue Malimood was magnanimous enough not 

only to foigive him, but to emlea- 
vom to make amends foi the past, 
by sending him a ncli piesent It 
was, uiifoi tnnately, too late, foi 
while Mahmood s messenmn entei- 

O 

ed at one dooi, Feidusi eras benm 

O 

earned out on Ins biei at anotliei 
Mabmood does not figuie as a 
legislator, but several anecdotes aie 
told, winch show that he had a 

Extfrior of Sultan Mahmood s Tomb —Harts Afghan Scenery , ■, 

high sense of pistice, and occasion- 
ally made great sacrifices of personal feeling in administeimg it One of these 
anecdotes will bear lepetition An inhabitant of Gbuznee, unliappy m a hand- 





’ Gold com of Mahmood — -weight, 76 8 grams, 
A H 385, British Museum On reverse, "Maho- 


med, the apostle of Gotl whom lie sent with mstruc 
tion and the true faith, that he might exalt it nbov o 
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some wife compluncd to the hin 0 that one of his courtiers who had conceded ad 10 d 
n passion for her took forcible possession of his house e\ erj ni 0 ht and turned 
liun into the street, where he \\ is obliged to remain till the intruder chose to 
take his departure He had sought redress from the proper judges and failed e mm ty 
to obtain it Ihc sultan indignant ordered the man to saj nothing but to i0 * tl 
hasten bad to lnm the first time the gross outrage w as repeated He h id not 
long to wait The sultan on 
being informed wrapped a loose 
cloak about him and was con 
ducted to the house On enter 
mg the chamber he found the 
guilty parties asleep A light 
was burning He extinguished 
it and then going up to the 
bed cut off the adulterer s head 
at a stroke Tins done he 
called for a light and on ex 
amrning the ftaturcs of the 
adulterer threw himself pros 
trate on the ground and ga\e 
utterance to Ins joy in thanks 
giving The audicious manner in which the offence was committed lmd con 
vrnced lnm that the offender must be one of his sons or near relate es. He 
had extinguished the light lest natural affection might staj his hand from 
doing justice and now that it was done he was rejoiced to find that Ins 
suspicions were unfounded and that he had not been under the necessity of 
staining lus hands with the blood of one of the members of Ins own fund} 

Sultan Slahmood left a will appointing lus son Mahomed lus successor Mmuood 
Another son Musaood Mahomed s twin brother but born some hours later 
conceded he had as good a title. Both sons were absent at the time of their 
fathers death but Mahomed on his arm il in Ghuznee was crowned Musaood 
however was the f evounte both of soldiers and people and the household troops 
marched off in a body to join him A large force lie ided bj an Indian chief 
and composed principally of Hindoo ca\ airy w as sent in pursuit but m the 
encounter which tool place the kings party was defeated Mean-while Musaood 
was hastening on to assert Ins claim and was met bj the household troops at 
Nishapoor Before actually appealing to arms he offered to di\ide the empire 
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Toy lctammg meiely the poi bums which lie li.nl himself conquei.il i lie onl\ 
condition lie added was, that m the Khootlu, 01 public piav i fm tin “*'•>* W* 
lus name should he lead fust Mitlnn his own dominions M dione d n fiw d <o 
consent, and a civil w.u lnolce out, which lmnm.it«d m his owiihiov. and 
captuie Accoidmg to the haihaious pi ad ice of the turn <, h<> v.i. d* piiwd 
of sight, and mipiisoned Musaood mounted the I hi one H< \u- it mark- 
able foi peisonal stiength Fenshta si\s(\ol i p f )S) (hitf “ hi . anov . aft* i 
pieicing the stiongest mail peneti.itcd the hide of an < h pliant , md hi. non 
mace was so pondeious, that no man of lus time <<*uhl urn.* it with one hand' 
He was also distinguished by %aloui and hbii.ibk and not unfi < . ju* tit ly 
offended lus fatliei by lus bold and liulependi lit kai mg 

The tiansactions ot Musaoods leign .tie not linpoitint Of tho-» i. lnting 
to India, with which heie we hn\e uloiu to d<> the hid dt .ining of notice 
is an expedition to that countiy in 1033 He took the loute $m S.i*>r >'• it % , 
situated among the lulls of Caslnmie, and on aiming at it summon* <1 tin 
ganison It ofleied to submit and lie was disp.w d {.» grmt t is\ l*nn. till 
he learned that some Mahometan mo chants hid heui s* i/ed, and wen then 
captives m the foit Emaged at the mfoiniatmn, he ruwil tin dit*h to b* 
filled up with sugai -cants horn tlie ad|oimng plant itions pi mb d n dmg 
laddeis, and took the place bv sloim The gaunon to t mm v < re put to 
the swoid, and all the women and cluldun woie ensl t\< d 

In 1036, when a new palace was finished at Ghu/nee, <ont unmg a gold- n 
tin one, studded with jewels, and sui mounted with a tanopv m wlmli w-n a 
golden ciowm, seventy maunds m wuglit, suspended b\ a goldt n chain, and 
glistening with jewels, Musaood again set out Un India, mamh with the 
view of leducing the foit of Ilanst, the ancient cipitd ot hjfwahk 'flu 
Indians believed it liupi egnable , and weie contained m tins belief 1*\ then 
soothsayers, who assuicd tliem that it was not destined e\ei to lull into 
Mahometan hands The lesult falsified then piedictions lm m tin* course 
of six days it was taken by storm The tieasuie found m it was immense 
Musaood next pioceeded to Sonput, which he found abandoned Leaning an 
officer m chaige of it, he letiaced his steps, taking possession of all the coun- 
tries he had left mins real, and amved at Lahoie, the go\ eminent of which 
he conferred on Ins son Modood 

Musaood on his letum found full occupation m lepelling the Sdjnks, who, 
'“"os' 1 after passing to the left bank of the Jaxaites, and icsidmg tot some tune in 
Transoxiana, had settled and acqnned consuleiable influence m Khoias.m 
While they professed the utmost submission to his authonty, the> wane con- 
stantly warring with lus lieutenants and ravaging his temtones At length, 
m 1039, Toglirul Beg, a celebrated Seljulc wamoi, musteied so stioimly that 
Musaood found it necessary to take the field m peison The dec.sne battle 
was fought at Zendeean, neai Meiv, and ended, m consequence of the deseition 


New palace 
at Gliuznoj 
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of lus Turkish followers in Musaood s complete defeat After endeavouring to ad mi 
collect the wreck of lus arm} he r( turned to Glmznee Here new tioubles 
awaited him and, unable to repress the mutinous spirit of Ins troops he began 
to look to India as a place of refuge and finally witlidicw to it m the hope of 
being able to retrie\e lus affairs. Anarch} now rei 0 ned uncontrolled in lus 
capital No sooner had lie crossed the Indus than Ins own guards attempted to 
plunder the treasur} a general insurrection of the arm} nnniedi itcly followed 
and Musaood being formally deposed his brother Mahomed whom lit had kept 
m prison was restored A sovereign deprived of sight was total 1} unfitted to 
rule in such troublous times and he devolved the idmimstration on lus son 
Mimed one of whose first acts was to put Musaood to death m 1040 

Modood son of Musaood had as vvl have seen been appointed governor of M0J00.1 
Lahore but was at Balkh when Ins fither was murdered \\ ithout losing a * uwea 
moment lie hastened cast with his arm} and crushed his nv da Glmznee still 
lay open to the inroads of the Scljuks but these formidable intruders had 
turned their attention more to the west and Modood who had married loghrul 
Be 0 s granddaughter both maintained himself in Glmznee and lecovered 
Tiansoxiana In India advantage was taken of las absence and the Rajah 
of Delhi workin 0 on the feelings of the Hindoos roused them to unwonted 
exertions At the head of a powerful arm} he recovered Nagarcott overran 
great part of the Punjab and laid siege to Lahore which however made good 
its defence Modood meanwhile was unable personal!} to interfere and died 
in 1049 without again v lsitmg India 

He left an infant son who was murdered by Ins uncle Abul Hassan A Musnoodii 
senes of usurpations usually effected b} great dimes now took place and no 
name of note occurs till 1098 when Musaood II ascended the throne. During 
the sixteen }ears of his reign which ended with his death in 1114 he distm 
guished himself more as a legishtor than n wamoi though lus gcnenls carried 
Ins arms be}ond the Ganges. For some }ears lus couit resided at Lahore 

On the death of Musaood II auothei usurpation took place in the person 
of Ins Bon Arslan who to secure the throne imprisoned lus brothers. Hie 
unnatural act did not avail him and lie was m Ins turn deposed by Behram b hram 
the onl} biothei who had escaped imprisonment Belinm s reign which lasted 
thirty four }ears was not more long than brilliant and lie nu 0 ht have trans 
mitted his power unimpaired had he not been guilt} of a crime which biought 
its punishment along with it and led to the extinction of the Glmznee d}nast} 

It will be necessary to go back a few }eirs in ordei to explain the circumstances 

The terntoiy of Ghor situated as lias ahead} been mentioned amon 0 the 
northern ramifications of the Hindoo Koosh is regarded by the Afghans as 
their original seat At a comparatively early period it was invaded b} the 
Arabs and a large portion of its inhabitants embraced Mahometanism When 
the Arab dynasties were overtbiown it resumed its independence and pre 
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ad 1148 served it even while Sultan Mahmood was extending Ins conquests on eieiy 
side Two geneiations aftei, it was tieaclieiously seized by hlodood, and became 
a dependency of Gliuznee It was still, howevei, governed by its ov n princes, 
wbo bved almost on teims of equality with the Sultans of Ghu/nee One of 
these punces, called Kutb-u-din Srn, had mimed a daughtei of Sultan Belli am 
Behrxms This affinity might have been supposed to bung the houses of Ghu/nee and 
the ** 0 Glioi into the most fnendly lelations It turned out othciwisc Differences 
aiose, and Beliiam, having obtained possession ol the peison ot his son-in-law, 
sullied the leputation which he had acquned foi pistice and humanity b} 
poisoning him, 01 putting him to an open death Kutb-u-din Sin had two 
brothei s, Seif-u-din and Ala-u-dim They at once flew to aims to a\enge his 
death, and, advancing upon Ghu/nee, obliged Belu am to seek an asylum 
among the mountains of Keiman 

Seif-u-din, the eldei biothei, established lnmselt m Ghu/nee, and sent back 
most of his army, undei Ala-u-din, to Femz Cob, his loimei capital He 
thought he had gamed the affections of the inhabitants, and only learned his 
mistake when it was too late to lemedy it A stiong attachment v, as still felt 
to the dynasty to which Gliuznee owed all its piospcnty and its splendour , 
and, as soon as the wintei had set m so scveiely as to pieicnt .ill communica- 
tion with Ghor, Belnam made his appeal ance at the head ol an ami} Seif- 
u-din, totally unpiepaied, was about to letue, when tieacheious promises of 
support fiom the inhabitants induced him to match out and usk a battle It 
was no soonei commenced than the gieatei pait of lus tioops passed ovei to 
his enemy Foi a time he was able, by the aid of a small body of Ins own 
people who lemamed stanch, to maintain an unequal contest, but nas at 
length wounded, oveipoweied, and taken pusonei Belnam, instead of availing 
lnmself of the oppoitunity to wipe off the stain which he had hi ought on Ins 
reputation by the muidei of the eldest biothei, acted still moie ntiociously 
Seif-u-din, aftei being ignominiously paiaded lound the city, and subjected to 
eveiy species of indignity, was put to death by toituie 

Ala-u-dm, the third bi other, still lemamed, and set out buinum foi veil- 
geance In his eagerness, Ins preparations weie impeifect, and Belnam, eithei 
m insult or because the blood alieady shed had satiated lnm, made an offei of 


His 

defeat by 
Ala u dm 


peace It was indignantly lejected, and the battle immediately began to inge 
Belu am’s supenonty of numbers made the issue foi some time doubtful, but 
at last, when left almost alone, he turned Ins back and fled fiom the field 

or“ The vict01 immediate] y advanced on Gliuznee, which could offei no lesist- 

>xd 9 dj nasty ance Its doom was sealed For tlnee 01 seven days (for accounts vaiy) file 
and sword continued the work of destruction, and all the pioud monuments 
which attested the power, wealth, and splendour of the Ghuznavide kings weie 
aid m rums Belnam hastened to seek an asylum m India, but died before he 
had found it His son Khosiu was moie fortunate, and leached Lahore, wheie 
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lie was received with acdnm itions ami h\c l the scat of Ins go\ eminent He \ 01173 
reigned till 11G0 and was succeeded h\ Ins son kliosm Melik at whose death 
in 11S(» the Hat wreck of the Churnaiidc empire pox cal to the hou c of Ghor 
and the Ghuzimide elynostv lx*canu extinct. 

The two 1 1 st rugns ha\e mticipitc*d the course of the narrative. In order 
to resume it it is ncctxwrv to return to Via u dm and trice the history of the 
house of Ghor through him uid hw successors 

Vfter the signal \tn 0 eance taken for the murder of his two brothers, Ala u u 11 
dm acted as if the heroic part of his life had l>etn play ed out ami retina^ to J^oh m 
the old 0 horde capital of tVnir Coli he filtawcd lus natural bent by giviu,, 4 
himself up to pleasure He fount it e'en more perilous than war would have 
Ucn for the Seljuks unltr Sultan ^anjar durin^ an m\ vsion of C hor mil 
Ghuznec made him prisoner He w es soon lioue\cr set at liberty and 
r instated 111 Ins dominions which he held for hair it irs till lus death 111 1 1 j(> 

Shortlv before he In l imprisoned lus two nephews Gheias u dm mid Sluhab 
11 -din with the 1 lew of s eunn 0 the slice ssion ta Seif u dm his ton hut this 
young prince set them at lib rt\ and reph td them in their ^mennnents His 
confidence w cs not mi plic d buthe had rei„ne 1 little more than a j ear when he 
fell l y the Inn 1 of nil assassin He w vs succeeded m 1 1 o" by the above cousins 
who ruled jointly ami contnrv to the general rule in Micli cases harmoniously 
Gheias u dm supenntended the territories in the we t — Shahab u dm gave his 
attention to the evst an 1 from consolidatm 0 the Mahomet in power there has 
some tunes lieui thought to hive a lietter title even than Sultan Mnhtnood 
to be rt„irdcd ns the true founder of tin Mahometan empire m Indn 

In 117G he tool the town of Ooch situated at the point whin the risers 1 ji iu r 
of the Punjab muted into one stre 1111 under the name of the Punjimd j >m the ji 
left hank of the Inins In 1173 he tmlert>ok an expedition to Guprit but 
it praved disastrous Ills next expeditim after he hid marehed twice to 
Lihorc and obliged khoiru Melik the lest of the Ghu/n Hides tj submit ton 
disadvantageous trcity mid „i\c Ins son ns a ho ta 0 i w is to Scmde llavnij, 
completely overrun it lie one more attieked kliosm Melik Uns prmee 
assurnm^ the courage of de pair made an nthmiu with tin Gukkurs and opened 
the eam t >ai 0 n w ith the capture of one of his enemy s stron 0 cst forts. Shahab u 
dm under the pretext that lie was about to inarch for khornsan where afl urs 
had assumed an ahrmm 0 appearance inerciscd his nrm\ and at tho samo 
time mile overtures of pe ice to khosru Melik sending had Ins son whom ho 
held as v hostage in proof of Ins sincerity I he stratagem succeeded kiiosiu 
Melik thrown complctelv off Ins guird set out to vveleomo his rctumm n son 
and was surprised b y Shahab u dm who surrounded his camp with a stron 0 
\vody wf cAxniry wwd took lnwvpvvwwor IheUvstof the CUw7wxxwle» *vwel Uw 
family were sent to Ghu vs u elm who imprisoned them m a castle Here 
after v lon 0 confinement they weie all put to devth 
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ad 1191 Shahab-u dm, "being thus left m India without a Mahometan lival, dctci- 
mined to extend his conquests It is piobable be did not anticipate much 
difficulty, as his anny, drawn fiom flic w, alike ])iomhcc ol the west, must 
have been consideied mote than a match foi any that the Hindoos could oppose 
to it The stiuggle, howevei, was sevcie Several ol the Indian lajalis suc- 
cessfully maintained then giound, while lew ol them yielded without a maniul 


Hindoo 
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for indo 
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iesistance 

In this wax of independence the Rajpoots paiticulaily distinguished them- 
selves Belonging to the mihtaiy class m the oiigmal Hindoo system, they 
weie born soldier, and lived undei a kind ol mihtaiy leudal system, not unlike 
that of the clans in the Highlands ot Scotland and some otliei countnes 
While each chief had his heieditai} temtoiy, all the duels held undei the 
iajah as then common head, and weie thus m the position most ia\ouiable loi 
united action and mdnidual c\eition At the same tunc the \ Inborn cd undei 
some disadvantages Living almost secluded, the> had a simplicity ol mnnneis 
little fitted to piotect them against political Miles and .in indolence and lo\e 
of fieedom which made it difficult to keep them undei legulai discipline 

Neai the tune of Shahab u dm, 1 Ilmdoostan Mas mauil\ composed ol loui 
leading soveieignties — Delhi, Canonge, Ajmcei, and Calhnjei On a faduie ol 
hens m the thud, the hen appuient ol the fust had been adopted, and thus 
Delhi and Ajmeei weie united undei one head This aiiangement had gi\en 
great offence to the Rajah of Callmjci, who thought lie ought to ha\ e been 
piefened m the adoption, and thus, M r hen coidial union among the rajahs 
constituted then only safety, consideiable dissension pievailed The disunion, 
thus dangeious to them, was most oppoitune foi Shahab u-dm, mIio, taking 
advantage of it, made Ins hist attack on the newty amalgamated, but by no 
means ffimly cemented lajahslnps of Delhi and Ajmeei It commenced m 
1191, with the captuie of Batmda He placed a gamson m it, but had 
scarcely left when he learned that the Rajah of Delhi, at the he id of a pou eiful 
confedeiation, was advancing against it with an aimy of 200,000 home and 
3000 elephants In letiacmg lus steps to lelieve the gamson, he u\is met bv 
the enemy on the banks of the Sooisooty, about eighty miles fiom Delhi He 


toryom immediately joined battle, but with forces so mfenoi that both vungs, being 
Shahab u outflanked, bent backwards till they met in the leai, and gave lus army the 
foim of a cncle While standing within its centie, affans looked so despeiate 
that he was advised to piovide foi his safety This so emaged lnm that he 
cut down the messengei sent with the advice, and rushed into the enemy’s 
lines, making terrible slaughter The Rajah of Delhi, observing where he 
smote, diove lus elephant right against lnm , but Shahab saw Ins mtention in 
time to frustiate it, and stiuck a blow with his lance which knocked out a 


1 Ferishtu gives lus full name aa Moiz-u din 
Mahomed Glioory, and Bpeahs of him under the name 


of MalionioJ Glioory, not as joint sovereign, but 
o lly as the general of Ghcns u din 
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number of las teeth Ihe rajah lctumed the tlnust bj letting fl} an arrow ad 119 
which pierced Sliahabs right aim He was on the point of falling when one 
of his faithful attendants leaped up behind him and bore him off the field 
which Ins army had now almost wholly deserted Ha\in_, reco\ ered of his 
wound at Lahore he returned to Ghoi and disgraced the officers to whose 
desertion he attributed his discomfiture compelling them to wall lound the 
city with horses mouth b igs filled with barlej ibout their necks 

After a year spent partly in pleasure and festn ltv and partly m preparation si 1 t> 
for a new campaign Shahab set out from Ghuznee at the head of 120 000 g ^ 
chosen horse ind took the road to India without disclosing lus intentions 
At Pesbawer an aged sage prostratin 0 himself before lnm said — O hin 0 we 
trust m thj conduct and wisdom but as jet thj design lias been a subject of 
much speculation among us Shaliab replied — Know old man that since 
the time of my defeat m Hindoostan I have ne\ er slumber* d in e ise nor waked 
but in sorrow and anxietj I have therefore determined with this armj to 
recover my lost honour from those idolaters or die in the attempt 

On ariivm D at Lahore he sent an ambassador to Ajmeer offering as the n w 
only alternative war or conversion. The rajah returned an indignant answer 



and immediately applied for succour to all th* neighbouring pnnces It was 
readily granted and an arm} equal to that which had recently gi\en them the 
victory again encamped on the same field In this arm} were 150 Rajpoot 

pnnces who had sworn by tlie water of tlie Ganges that they would conquei 

their enemies or die martyrs to their faith While the camps were separated 

Ajme wa c a lly th den f th nd n w f th 1 and u t tsnBUh 

P J h n e wh -w h v t d n 1G1G I d On th umm t f th L II th b k t und 

by S Tho P tb t l h mb d 1 t d f rtre n med T hu n ly t» m le 

1818 t was d d t tb Brit 1 d 8 then ui f en p bl f t n 1 00 me 

r ttefmhhhw t n o d btftg td y — Imj t O t 
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a d nos by the Sooi sooty, the Indian pnnces sent a nus.rge U> Mwb v aum.y him 
of lus fate if he peisisted, but .it the sunt tune nth nn" <-> allow him U> u tn it 
m safety lie was so humble in hisanswei that tlic \ at win .tUnl.uM it to 
feai, and, m the midst of then pn, ga\i tin ms- lu up to i* \< h\ Sh-hab m 
anticipation of the effect ninth Ins mes^g. would pnulm* pnp.u.d tot 
suipuse, and, by the eaily dawn, lia\mg Imdid tin mu, v a « in Hu < unp of 
the Indians befoie they had the least notici ol Ins appm.u h Xotv till t n.dmg 
the confusion, they managed to bung then Inn into to|. tab!. «>nlu and had 
continued the contest till neai sunsit, wlun Khi.li.tl. j-ku ing him -H it fin 
Hindoo head of 12,000 chosen hoi semen mu ml with st« . 1 .umom mid a imimi. 

“ cliaige, which earned the da> Tin Indians w.t, pmn am d- and tin 

Mahometans had nothing to do but slaught* l tlnm Mum i tj ih . till "U tin 
field, the Rajah of Delhi and Ajnnei w is t iki n pnuim, and dtnw.ud* 
put to death m cold blood The umiudnb usult. of flu uitoi\ vtt. tin 
sunendci of the foits Sooisoot^, Siniana Konim uni Han i and tin (-aptuti 
of Ajmeei, wdicie all in aims wiie put to the swoid and tin i> ->{ i> - iud toi 
slavery 

Shahab next turned lus amts tow aids Di Hu, but was pinptiiit. 1 la, p.i 
sents On Ins letuin to Ghu/nec, lit m itched north t< * tin Si width Mount tin 
plundenng and clestiojmg whue\ci be vint Alt* i lu hid n u In d lumn 
Exploits Eibuk, the officei whom lie bad kit w ith a st long dt't u him nt in Ivoiam took 

oiEibuk -fclie foit of Meeiut and the citj ot Delhi In Hit lathi m ll'U |» futd tin 

seat of Ins government, and compelled tin* suuounding dishnts t<> <mbnu< 
Mahometanism AVe shall afteiw uds sec* him make i pioninunt tigun in 
Indian affaus 


The lestless spmt of Shahab would not allow him to lemam long *it 
Ghuznee, and he is soon again found m India His pi uu (dings wita not 
unimportant, but the personal sliaie winch he had in tlnm is almost hist si-dit 
of m consequence of the piommence given to Eibuk whom In had now nude 
Viceioy of India, and to whom lus futme mihtaiy aclue\emenks m tins (ountn 
aie mainly ascribed During tins visit to 1ns Indian dominions he deft ited 
the Rajah of Canouge and Benaies, took the loil ot Asny, wlieie the nij th li ul 
laid up Ins treasuie, and afteiwraids, enteung the city ot Benaies bloke the 
idols m moie than a thousand temples Attei Ins letiun to Ghu/nee laden 
with spoil, Ins conquests and victones weie continued by Eibuk wlio, m ID)!-, 
defeated and slew the Rajah of Hernia j, and took levenge m the capital ot 
Gujeiat foi fclie defeat which Ins mastei had theie sustained 

In 1195 Shahab, letuming once moie to Hnidoostan, took Byana, and sent 
the new goveinoi whom he appointed against GwmIioi winch Melded only 

l0ng S16ge The f ° llown S y eM 18 cMy lemaikablo foi a deteat winch 
tana Eibuk sustained m Rajpootana— a defeat so seveie that he was compelled to 
shut himself up in the fort of Ajmeei Having again icciuited his stiength 
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lie assumed the offensive reduced the capital of Gujerat with all its depen, ad 1 os 
dencies and took the forts of Calhnjer Kalpi and Budaoon 

During these events Shahab received intelligence of the death of Ins brother 
Gheiisudin and returned to Ghuznee where he was crowned sole sovereign. 

When he attained this additional elevation lus good fortune seemed to forsal e sl h bd 
lnm During a struggle with the King of Ivhansm he sustained a defeat i 

which cost him the loss of all Ins elephants and treasure and so complete an K1 r,m 
annihilation of a noble army that he was left with scarcely a hundred men 
On escapin D from the field of bittle lie shut himself up in a fort but had no 
means of sustaining a siege and was not suffered to return to Ins dominions 
till he had paid a large ransom to the Khan of Samarcand On arriving at 
Ghuznee he found it m possession of one of Ins own officers who would not 
allow lnm to enter and he was m consequence obliged to continue lus route to 
Mooltan Having here been reinforced he returned to Ghuznee and regamed 
possession Meanwhile the Gukkuis, had been laying waste the country aiound 
Lahore They continued to ravage with unpumty for Shahab s disasters 
left lnm without the means of chastising them till a treaty which he had 
concluded with the King of Kliansm left him full) at leisure to bring ill 
his forces into the field against them He accordingly again set out for 

Indio and placed the Gukkurs between two fires engaging them on the 
west while Eibuk marched against them from the east Lahore wlucli had 
f illen into their hands was rescued and their plundering hordes were entirety 
dispersed It would seem however that they not long after again collected m R* ^ M 
gi eat numbers at the foot of the mountains of Sewalil earned on an exter o kkur* 
mmating war against the Mahometans on whom the) exercised unheard of 
cruelties and cut off the communication between the provinces of Peshawer 
and Mooltan Their incursions continued till their king who had been made 
captive consented to embrace Mahometanism On being sent home he had so 
much influence wath lus people that many of them to whom religion appears 
to lnv e been very much a matter of indifference were easd) induced to adopt 
Ins new creed Many others not so eosity persuaded yielded to force and 
Islamism became the prevailing religion of the mountaineers both east and 
west of the Indus 

fhe affairs of India being settled Shahab in the end of 120o set out fiom assmsi 
L ahore to return to Ghuznee He was meditating an expedition be)ond the hab- -dm. 
Oxus and had giv en orders to throw a bridge across it and collect an army on 
its banks Meanwhile he had only advanced on Ins homeward journey as far 
as the Indus A body of twenty Gukkurs who had lost some of their relatives 
during the war and had entered into a conspiracy to avenge their death 
b) him bad been tracking bis footsteps, and watching tlieir 

opportunity Owing to the excessiv e heat he had ordered the screens which 
surrounded the ro)al tents m the form of a square to be struck, in order to 
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ad 120G obtain a fieei on dilation of an T3ie Gukkui conspnatois li.ul thus obtained 
a view of the interim so fai as to know the position of Shall all's pm ate npait- 
ment In the dead of the night they ciept stealthily up to the tent dnoi ITe 
was asleep, fanned by two slaves, and befoie any ahum could be given they 
bad done the bloody deed so effectually, that his lifeless body lay pieiccd 
with twenty-two wounds 

Dispute Tins tiagieal temunation of Shahab’s eventful life took place on the 1 1th 

succession Maic ^ 12Q6 His ieign, including that of the iomt soieieignty vith lus 

biotliei, lasted tlmty-two yeai s The succession was disputed Tin chiefs of 
Ghor claimed it foi Baha-u~dm, who w as Shahab’s cousin, and had been ap- 
pointed by him govemoi of Barman, the vi/ici and officers of the Tuikish 
mercenaries supported the claim of Shahab’s nephew the son of his brothci 
Glieias-u-dm The claimants, howevei, had comparatively little mteiest in the 
decision, for Shaliab’s death was the signal foi internal commotions, -which weie 
shortly’’ followed by the dismemberment of Ins dominions Ills nephew Mah- 
mood was indeed proclaimed king, and held a nominal supiemacy, but tbe 
Eidozana i ea l power was in the hands of two individuals — Eldo/ at Ghu/nee, and Kibuk, 
or, as he is often called, Kutb-u-dm, m Indu It is -with the lattei that ve 
have now to do, foi undei him India, dissevered fioin the goremments beyond 
the Indus, assumed the foim of a distinct and independent kingdom As the 
first heads of this kingdom weie oi igmally slaves, then dynasty is known as 
that of the Slave Kings 


CHAPTER III. 


Mulieval India continued — The Slave Kings -Eibuk or Kutb u dm— Altunsli— Sultain Eem— Mogul 
irruptions into India— Ghern « din Bulbun— House or Kliiljt Jclal u dm— Proceedings w the 
Deccan — House of Toglil ik — House of Lodi 

BUK had been earned off m infancy, and was In ought to 
Nishapoor, wheie a wealthy citizen pui chased him, <md spent 
some pains on Ins education On the citizen’s death, he was 
sold to a merchant, who piesented him to Shahab-u-dm With 
the prince he became so great a favomite that he was taken 
m “° 1US COnfidenCe ’ and llved with him »s a fuend His fidelity and military 
kuttudm * {den *' s made him at once Ins loyal mastei’s most ti listed and most successful 
general, and he was ultimately dignified with the title of Yiceroy of India In 
tins character, he fixed his government at Delhi, which thus began the course 
of prosperity which it was destined to mn undei Mahometan nile The longei, 
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and by far the more brilliant part of Eibuhs career was finished before he ad no 
became independent for lie afterw ards reigned only four y ears and died in 1210 Marr ^ th 
He bad displaced considerable tact m strengthening Ins position by affinity f 

He lumself married the daughtei 
of Eldoz who ruled supreme m 
Ghuznee lus sister lie gave in 
mamage to Nasir u dm Kubochi 
who held a delegated sovereignty 
in Scinde and Ins daughter he 
gave in marriage to Altamsh who 
though purchased with his money 
held the first place m lus esteem 
and possessed talents which ulti 
mately made lum lus successor 

Eibuhs affinity with Eldoz 
did not produce the cordiality 
winch mi 0 lit have been antici 
pa ted. They not only quarrelled 
but proceeded to open war and 
earned it on with a virulence 
which brought each of them al 
ternately to the bnnh of nun 
Nasir u din never thought of dis 
putmg Eibuk s authonty and so 
long os Ins brother in law lived 
was perfectly satisfied with a 
delegated sovereignty He was not disposed however to yield the same 
deference to Altamsh and made himself independent niler of Mooltan and 
Scmde 

Shortly after Altamsh had secured Ins position as Eibul s successor the Altamsh ha 
whole of Asia was thrown into consternation by the appearance of Ghenghis " 
Khan 2 Onginilly a petty Mogul chief he had become the acknowledged 
sovereign of all Tartary and at the head of its countless hordes 

burst through its mountain passes with irresistible fury The Sultan 

of Khansm at whom the first blow was struck deserved it for 

tbe tieachery and barbarity of wlucb he had been guilty in 

murdering the ambassadors of Ghenghis and the penalty was not more than 
the crime when he fled to die broken hearted on a solitary island of the 
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A d rase Caspian His son Jelal-u-dm boic up moie manfully , but v ictoi y aftei % ictoi v 
seemed to have no powei eitliei to intimidate or weaken Ins feaiful advei-aiy, 
5S3EL and he only saved himself by swimming the Indus, while the enemy’s anows 
Kfnn showeied thick around him The Moguls thieatenmg to cioss the nvoi m 
pm .suit, he continued Ins flight to Delhi Altamsh, to wlwtn he heie applied 
foi an asylum, feaied to expose himself to Mogul vengeance, and gave an ansu ei 
■with which Jelal-u-dm was so dissatisfied, that he made a pail) foi lumself, 
and, in alliance with the Guidons, loamed the county, plundering and devas- 
tating, and even making lumself mastei of Scmde, while Masu-u-din Ivubaehi 
was glad to take lefuge in Mooltan To all appeal ance he might have made 
good Ins footing, if he had not been lined away bj a buglitei pio-,pcct which 
seemed opening m Peisia Befoie he quitted Seindo ,i detachment ot the Mogul 
army crossed the Indus, and commenced then bai batons waifaie, but want ol 
pi ovisions compelled them to depait, aftei slaugliteiing 10,000 Indian pnsoners 
Nasu-u-chn, who had lepulsed the ]\Iogul detachment when it laid siege to 
Mooltan, was less fortunate when he was attacked a second time by Altamsh 
After reti eating to Bukkui, lie had, with the view' of pioceedmg to Scinde, 
emhaiked with all his family on the Indus, when a sudden squall upset the boat, 
and all on boaid penshed This tiagical event happened in \ 22 ~> 

Altamsh was thus nd ol a fonnidable competitor and obtained a laige 
accession of temtoiy Anothei competitor however lemamed in the person 
of Bakhtiai Khilji, the govenioi of Behai and Bengal He lmd been mainlv 
instrumental in conqueung these pi ovmces , and though he w as contented to 
hold them under Eibuk, one of whose sisteis he had mnuied, lie had no idea of 
acknowledging any supiemacy m Altamsh The lattei, after persuasion jailed, 
had lecourse to force, and Bakhtiai was not only woisted, hut lost his hie 
Delhi the Altamsh, throned m his capital at Delhi, now swayed Ins sceptic ovei all 

cipitalofo, _ iiTT\ri i ^ * 

Mahometan the territories which the Mahometans had conqueied m India They ueie 
laige enough and uch enough to satisfy any leasonable ambition, hut lie was 
still bent on conquests, which, being wholly his own, might fonn the most sohd 
basis of his fame Six yeais, fiom 1226 to 1232, weio spent in executing these 
ambitious schemes, and m the end, aftei the conquest of Malw «ih, w ith its famous 
capital Oojem, had been completed, all Hmdoostan piopei, with a few isolated 
and ummpoitant exceptions, did homage to Altamsh The additional greatness 
thus confened on him was not enjoyed long, foi he died foui ) eais°aftei, in 
Aprd, 1236 It may he mentioned, as a pi oof of the anxiety which the 
Mahometans of India still felt to keep up then connection with the cential 
authority of Islamism m the west, that Altamsh, m the cornse of his leign, 
received Ins mvestituie fiom the Caliph of Bagdad 

TaL Bukn-u-dm, the son and successoi of Altamsh, was a veiy unwoithy lepie- 

S6ntatlVe ° f ^ talents Whlle was tluonged with musicians, dancing- 

women, and buffoons, he was too indolent and effeminate to suppoit the 
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cares of government and devolved them on Ins mother vvlio was ambitious ad us 
enough to undertake the task but performed it so capriciously and tyrannically 
that a rebellion broke out and at the end of seven months Rukn u dm was 


deposed to make way foi Ins sister who 
assumed the title of Sultan i Rezia. 

She was not new to government for her 
fathci when absent on his campaigns 
inti listed her with the administration 
in preference to lus sons According to 
Ferishta Rezia Begum was endowed 
with every princely virtue nnd those 
who scrutinize her actions most sev crely 
will find in her no fiult but that she 
was a woman 

The circumstances under which she 
assumed the government were difficult 
The two most powerful parties in the 
state were cordi illy united in dtposin 0 
her brother hut only one of them con 
curred in her elevation. The malcon 
tent faction headed by the vizier of the 
two previous reigns at once appealed to 
the sword, and appearing before Delhi 
defeated an army winch was advancing 
to its relief But though Rezia was weak in arms she was powerful ui intrigue n 
and succeeded so w ell in sowin 0 dissensions that the confederacy formed against 
her melted away of its own accord Fqtnl skill nnd success marl cd her internal 
administration. Seated daily on her throne she was iccessible to all gave a 
patient ear to complaints redressed grievances reformed abuses and dispensed 
justice firmly and impartially Unfortunately she had one failing which affected 
her reputation and lowered her in the estimation of her subjects She showed 
a stron Q and undisguised favour for her master of the horse whom though 
originally an Abyssinian slave she raised above all her otliei nobility by 
appointing him commander in chief It does not seem that her honour was 
compromised for the utmost said against her in tins respect is that she allowed 
him to lift her up when she mounted on horseback It was enough however 
to excite a rebellion and make it successful After i short struggle the Abys 
smian was murdered and Sultana Rezia was deposed She was confided to the 
charge of a Turki chief called Altuma who had been the leader in the rebellion 
Here her blandishments again availed her and she so won upon Altuma that 
he fell desperately in love w ith her married hei and attempted to restore her 
to the throne At the head of an army she advanced to Delhi fought two 

Vox- I 9 
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"bloody battles, lost them, and was taken pnsonei with hot husband Both wei c 
put to death She had leigned tlnee yeais and a half 

In 1239, when Rezia was deposed, hei biothei Moiz-u-dm Bchiam A\ns 
placed on the tin one He was altogether unwoithy of it, and enclca\ouicd to 
nd himself of the importunities of those to whom he owed Ins delation, by 
treachery and assassination He was impiisoned and put to death aftoi he had 
reigned little moie than two yeais The only event of impoitancc m Ins icign 
was an muption of the Moguls into the Punjab Anothei icign, equally shoit 
and worthless, followed The rulei was Ala u-dm Musaood, a son of Rukn-u- 
dm His cinnes weie soon terminated by a Molent death Dining his icign 
two nruptions of the Moguls took place, the one into the noith-west, and the 
other by a route which they had not pieviously attempted — thiough Thibet 
into Bengal 

Nasn-u-dm Mahmood, grandson of Altamsh, aftci a short interval, aa as 
raised to the tin one m 1216 He was of letned and studious habits, and nd 
himself of the caies of government by devolving them on his a izici Gheus-u-dm 
Bulbmi The Moguls Aveie uoav the gieat enemies to be foaied The piovinccs 
of Heiat, Balkli, Kandaliai, Cabool, and Ghuznee aacic in then possession, and 
as India was constantly tlneatened by them, it Avas necessary to keep up a 
standing army along the fiontiei Several of the eailiei yearn of this icign 
Avere employed m suppiessmg distiubances which had ansen, chiefly m Mooltun 
and the Punjab geneially The events of the lattei years aie, generally, unim- 
portant In 1259, the Rajpoots of Mceiut, liaAnng nsen in msunection, the 
Viziei Bulbun led an army against them, and, Imung obliged them to take 
refuge among the mountainous districts, continued foi foui months to in a age 
the country by the and sivoid The baibauties thus committed, hoAvevei, made 
the Rajpoots desperate, and they lushed down AVith all then foices into the 
plain, attacking the Mahometans so suddenly and fiercely that Bulbun had great 
difficulty in keeping Ins men togetliei Supeuoi discipline finally pi evaded, 
and the Rajpoots Aveie driven back to then fastnesses Avitli meat slaimlitei 

O O 

Above 10,000 fell on the field, 200 chiefs, taken pusoners, Aveie put to death, 
and the great body of then followeis Aveie condemned to slaimiy Shortly 
befoie this foimidable outbreak, an ambassador arrived at Delhi fioin Hoolakoo, 
King of Persia, and giandson of Ghenghis Khan On lus approach, the vizier 
went out m state to meet him, with a tiam of 50,000 foieign horse, then m the 
service of the Delhi government, 2000 elephants, and 3000 carnages of fireivoiks 
What these last were is uncertain They may have been meiely foi displaj-, 
but more probably consisted of the Greek file, Anth which the Mahometans, 
even of the far east, were then well acquainted A senes of leAuews and sham 
fights were performed, and the ambassador was then led thiough the city to 
the palace, Avhere everything Avas arranged for his reception in the most gor- 
geous style Among those Avho graced the ceremony, and stood next the throne, 



Ciur III] 


rilFUS-UDIN BULBUN 


07 


were many tributary Indian princes. fhero were present nl-o no fewer tlinn adm 
twenty five princes of Ink Ajcmi hhomsan nml Transox innu who lnd sought 
protection nt Dellu from the ilewtitin 0 hordes of Ghcnglus khan 

ISnsir u-dm died of a ltngcnn 0 disease in 12GG after n reign of tw enty y cars, m «• r 
He makes little figure on the pa Q e of history and was both by nature and Inhit 
far better adapted for a private than for a public station. fhough of roy nl 
parentage he had acquired parsimonious habits and lived in the utmost sun 
phcity When imprisoned in early hfi. he maintained himself by the labours 
of his ]>en and when seated on the throne he made it Ins daily practice to w rite 
as much as would stifiicc to purchase his food. 1 crishta s account of his domestic 
nmngcmcnts is curious — Contnrv to the custom of other princes, he kept no 
concubines He had but one wife whom he obliged to do cv try homely part 
of houscvviferv Wlicti she complained one da} that she had burned her lingers 
m bakin 0 lus bread and desired he would allow a maid to assist her he rejected 
her request, saying that he was only a trustee for the state nml was determined 
not to burden it w ith needless expenses. He therefore exhort eel her to persev cro 
in her duty with patience and God would rcvvnrd her on the day of judgment 

Ghcias u-dm Bulbun usually called by European writers Balm had long n 11*1 
been virtual and on Ins masters death became actual sovereign He was the " Uce “' u 
son of a powerful Turki chief but when a youth had been earned off by tho 
Moguls and sold to a merchant who took him to Bagdad Here he was bought 
by an inhabitant of Bussorah who on learning that he l>clon 0 ed to the same 
tnbe as Altamsh took hitn to Delhi when that monarch paid for him so 
liberally that Ins previous master returned with an independent fortune 

nis first employment was as falconer becau«c he was particularly skilful in hi* i y 
tlie art of hawking but* by the influence of a brother whom he found living 
in high favour nt court, he obtained a higher position and became a noble. In 
the reign of Rukn u dm he commanded in the Punjab On recoiv mg an order 
to return he refnsed to place lnmsclf in the ]*>werof that worthless tjTant wlm 
he learned had a design upon his life. He therefore took the only alternative 
tint remained and declared himself independent "When tho Sultana Re/m 
mounted tho throne he joined tho confederacy which marched to Delhi to depose 
her and was taken prisoner After a time he effected his escape and becamo 
a leading supporter of Behram during whoso reign he held the gov eminent of 
Ilaasi nnd Rewaree and distinguished himself in suppressing the insurrections 
m Meerut In the reign of Alo-u dm Musaood ho held the oflico of Ameer 
Hijib and nt last as has been seen exercised all the powers of sovereign 
though nominally only tho vizier of Nasir u din 

Bulbun began las reign with some nets of what ho deemed necessary sev enty n £r^ ro 
and having thus made lus position secure acquired a high reputation for justico m rat « 
and wisdom He w ns a liberal rewnrdcr of merit and a ngid corrector of enme 
but he seems to have attached more importance to birth than mi 0 ht have been 
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ad 1286 expected m so wise a man, and, m paiticulm, made a mlc nc\ei to qn ,0,nt fm > 
Hindoo to a place ot Oust and powei His putionage of liteialuie hi outfit some 
of the most distinguished wnteis of the peuod to his com f, which, if wemaj 
ci edit Feushta, was the most polite and magnificent m the w oild His t -.ample 
found many limtatois m the capital, and, while a society of hairud men met 
at the house of a punce called Khan Slialieed, anothu I -ocict\ , of a nioic miscel- 
laneous but not less attractive descnption, as it consisted of musicians, danciii, 
actors, and kissagoes 01 stoiy-telleis, met at the house ot the king’s << com! son 
Various ofchei societies, foi similai pm poses, weie fonned m t\m fjunrln of 
Delhi Not meiely the liteiaiy tastes of the king, but his Ion of How was 
sedulously imitated, and splendid palaces equipages and Incuts became quite 
a lage among the com tiei •> 

Buibuna Feushta warms as he descubes the pomp and state w itii w lm h the mourn h 
pomp f smLOunded lnmself, and pioceeds as lollows “So imposing wuc tin uie- 
momes of mtioduction to the loyal piesence, that none could appiouh the 
tin one without a mixtme of awe and admnation Noi v ns Glieias-n din 


His zeal for 
temperance 


T its of 
economy 


Bulbun less splendid m lus pioccs-nons His state elephants weie co\en*d w itli 
prnple and gold tiappings His houe-guaids, consisting ot 100t) Tmtais 
appealed m ghttenng aimoin, mounted on the imett steeds of IVrar and 
Arabia, with silvei bits, and housings of i ich embioidei \ F i\ e lnmdied cliO'Cii 
foot, m rich liveries, with diawn swoids, piecedcd him, pioclainung Ins appioteh 
and dealing the way His nobles followed aceoichng to then rank, with their 
vanous equipages and attendants ” 

It is not unwoithy of notice that Bulbun took a \eiy mniked mteiosl in 
what is noiv known as the tempeiance cause An ofTicei of lank, son of the 
keepei of the loyal w r aichobe, and goveinoi of the pi ounce of Budaoon, had, 
while in a state of chunkenness, slam one of lus peisonal dependants, and, on the 
complaint of the widow, was sent foi, tiled, and beaten to death in piesence of 
the whole comb Anothei high officei, the goveinoi of Oude, who had been 
guilty of the same came undei the influence of intoxication, lecened a public 
whipping of 500 lashes, and was given ovei as a slave to the widow ot the man 
he had killed These aie not to be legauled as solitaiy instances ol agul justice, 
but rather pait of a geneial system adopted foi the pm pose of putting clown 
chunkenness In the following statement of Feushta, tlieie is something \eiy 
hke an enactment of the Marne -law — “ Gheias-u-dm Bulbun in lus^outii 
was addicted to the use of wane, but on lus accession to the tin one lie became 
a gieat enemy to the Inxuiy, prohibiting the use and manufactuie of feimented 
liquois throughout Iris dominions, undei the seveiest penalties” 

Though fond of splendoui, and by no means mggaidly, Bulbun seems some- 
times to have been seized with fits of economy During one of these, he caused 
a list of all the veteians who had seived m the piecechng reigns to be made out, 
and settled half-pay, with exemption fiom active duty, on all who wane lepoited 
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us commit Hie arrangement though one w Inch the most enlightened states \di o 
of modem times liaxe adopted gaxt great dissatisfaction and the xeterans 
induced a magistrate of Delhi \ enrrable for jcars and character and high in 
f i\ our to represent then case to the king He nctordingl) went the next day 
to court, and while standing in the presence put on a face of great dejection 
Hit king obserwngit inquired the cause I was just tlunkin 0 replied the 
magistrate that if in the presence of God all the old men were rejected what 
would liecome of me. The deuce succeeded and the xeterans wore again 
placed on full pax 

In the ) ear 1270 the kings nephew Sheer Khan died. He was gox emor « ccr 
of Lahore Mooltan Sirlnnd Batmda &c and all the districts exposed to 
Mogul incursions. These restless depredators linmediatelj made their appear 
ancc. It seems that sex oral of the suboidinatc ^oxemors were m league with 
them and owing to tins cause as veil as to mutual jialousies and dissensions 
in other quarters the Moguls made such head that Bulbun was obliged to 
appoint his eldest son Prince Mahmood xictro) of the frontier proxmees. At 
the same time he cau-^xl him to be proclaimed Ins successor 

The Moguls had lutlierto been the onl) enemj against whom it was thought i ^ 
necessarj to proxade but m 1270 a formidable insurrection broke out in a dif lyroghmi 
ferent quarter During a serious illness which led to a rumour that Bulbun M 
had died Toghrul Khan the goxemor of Bengal who had been guilt) of some 
irregularities, for xv Inch lie feared he might be called to account not onl) 
rexolted but assuming the scarlet canop) along with other insignia of rojnltj 
declared himself King of Bengal. Bulbun immediate!) gaxe the gox eminent of 
Bengal to the goxemor of Onde Aluptujcen entitled Ameer Khan and sm 
named the Hair) Yt the same time lie sent sex era! generals with a large 
arm) to Ins assistance Aluptujcen thus reinforced crossed the Gogra and 
Toghrul khan adxanced to meet him This he dul xxith the more confidence 
because he xxas axvare that man) of the lurki chiefs m Aluptujcen s arm) had 
been gained b) Ins largesses. The consequence xv ns that thero)al arm) sus 
tuned a total oxerthrow When the news reached Bulbun he bit his own flesh 
xvith xexation hun D Aluptujeen at the gate of Oude and sent Mulhk Tirmun) 

Toork with another armx against the rebel Not more successful than Ins pre 
decessor he was defeated lost all Ins bagga 0 c and xvitli it the public treasure 

Bulbun now set out in person crossed the Ganges without xxaiting for the 
drj season, and proceeded to Bengal b) forced marches The state of the nxei i*. r>> 
md roads hoxvexer occasioned so much dela) that Toghml Khan had time to 
collect a large arm) though it did not seem to lmc been Urge enough to justif) 
the nsk of an encounter in the open field He therefore evacuated Bengal xvitli 
all his elephants treasure and effects intending to keep out of sight till the 
king should return to Ins capital This scheme he followed out with so much 
dexterity that Bulbun following close upon the route xvlnch he xvas understood 
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to have taken, could not obtain a trace of him foi sc\cial d.ij s At Inst Mullik 
Mookudui, the govemoi of Kolc, being out with a small leconno.timg put}, 
saw some bullocks with pack-saddles The duvers woic seized, but in nnsuu 
to all mquuies, obstinately pietended ignoiance, till the head of one of them 
was shuck oft, when the icst fell on then faces and confessed that flic} had 
just left Toglnul Khan’s camp, which was fom miles fmthei on Mullik going 
foiwaid climbed a using giound, from which he mw the whole encampment 
spiead ovei a plain, with the elephants and ca\ ally pickftted, and e\( 13 thing 
m appaient secunty Having fixed his eye on Toglnul s tents, situated ne u 
the centie of the camp, he detei mined on a iei} dm mg entei pi ise Ad\ am mg 
with the foity men he had with him at full speed, he was allow < d to enter the 
camp, because it was nevei doubted that he belonged to it lie made dm ctly 
for head-quaiteis, and oideung lus men to diaw then swouls, liislnd into the 
tent of audience, shouting “ Victoiy to Sultan Bulbun 

Toglnul thought he had been smpiised l>} the io}.il mini, and leaped fiom 
his tin one to make way to the 1 cm Finding a bore without a saddle, lie 
mounted it, and fled in the chiection of the mei Mullik, luiMiig caught 
sight of linn, pui sued, and shot him with an ntiow while he was in the act of 
swimming the stieam Toglnul fell fiom lus lioixe, and was seized 1>\ Mullik, 
who diagged lum out by the ban, and cut ofi lus head, tailing the bod} to b“ 
earned down the stieam He had pist time to hide the head in the sand when 
some of TogliruTs people came up The}’- found Mullik bathing and noior 
suspecting how matteis stood, left him aftei asking a few' questions The 
confusion produced by the supposed suipuse spiead into a geneial panic, and 
the whole camp dispei sed, eveiy one thinking only ol his own safety Mullik 
evei aftei boie the surname of Toglnul Koosh, 01 tlie Sla} ei ot Toglnul 

Bulbun ai rived next day, and finding that no enemy lemamed, 1 etui nod to 
execute vengeance on the lehel’s family, eveiy membei of winch lie put to deitli 
Befoie letuining fiom this expedition, on which he is said to ha\e spent thioe 
years, he appointed lus son, Khun a Khan, King of Bengal, and gni e him all 
the spoils of Toglnul, except the elephants and tieasme, winch lie lcinoied to 
Delhi As soon as Bimce Malimood heaid of lus fathci’s amval, lie hastened 
fiom Mooltan to visit him, and was leceived with the gieatest affection The 
two were almost inseparable, hut they had not been tlueo months togethei 
M“nby when an event occuned which was to pai t them foi cvci The Mogul* had 
tiie Moguls invaded Mooltan The pnnee made all haste to oppose them, and Bulbun, now 
on the holders of eighty, bitteily felt the pang of separation His piesentunent 
probably was that he himself was about to be gatlieied to Ins fatheis, and that 
the prince would survive lum Accordingly he spent much of the last intei view 
m counselling him as to the conduct he should pmsue when on the tlnone 
The counsels were wise, and the pnnee, who had given gieat piomise, would 
doubtless have acted upon them if the succession had opened to him It was 
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otherwise determined. As soon as the prince arrived m Mooltan he attached AD c t S5 
the Moguls recovered all the territories which they had seized and expelled 
them with great slaughter These Moguls were subjects of Timour Khan of 
the house of Ghenglns khan and though not unknown to fame a \ ery different 
person from the still more famous Timour or Tamerlane who did not make his 
appearance till a century after The present Timour ruled the eastern provinces 
of Persia from khorasan to the Indus and with the view of a\enging the 
expulsion of lus Moguls appeared next y ear in Hindoostan at the head of ^ f t ^ 
20 000 chosen horse After ravaging the country around Lahore he advanced m gui 
in the direction of Mooltan. Prince 
Malimood hastened to meet him. A 
nver lay between them and might 
easily have been converted into an 
inseparable barrier against the further 
progress of the Moguls but the prince 
disdained to avail himself of this ad 
vantage and left the passage free 
After Timour had crossed the armies 
drew up and a great battle was fought. 

Both leaders distinguished themselves 
but after contesting the victory for 
three hours the Moguls were obliged 
to flee and the Indians followed hotlv 
m pursuit Prince Mahmood worn 
out with fatigue halted on the banks 
of a stream to quench his thirst He 
had only 500 attendants and w as spied 
by a Mogul chief who lay concealed m 
an adjoining wood with 2000 horse The prince had barely time to mount 
before the Moguls were upon him With his small band he tlince heroically 
repulsed his assailants but at Last overpowered b} numbers he fell mortally 
wounded and almost instantly expired His troops who had gone m pursuit 
of the flying enemy on returning with the shouts of victory found their 
pnnce weltering in lus blood The voice of triumph was immediately turned 
to wailing and every eye was m tears The dismal new s broke tin old king s 
heart and he only lingered on wishing for death to release him 

When he found his end approaching he recalled Ins son Khurra Khan th r 
from Bengal and nominated lnm his successor He only stipulated that he 
should appoint a deputy in Bengal and remain wuth him at Delhi till his death 

Tli t f in 1 a n th Meyn k C 11 t n we po are f Langl Mon m ns A cu cl 
i Good hC it a 1 th b ttl x p ca h Af derm de Vll dcust t ke fr m n e t 
ndkh j n tho f r -round Th t f the MS f th Ay AU> ry 
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a d 12SG This event not happening so soon as Khun a Khan, expected, he was unnatuial 
enough to become impatient, and depait for Bengal without announcing Ins 
intention Bulbun, both gneved and indignant, sent foi Ins giandson, Kei 
Bui bun Khosru, Prince Malnnood s son, fiom Mooltan, settled tlie succession on him, 

and a few days aftei, expired, in 1286 He had leigned with great success 
foi twenty-one yeais Though all the officeis of the court had sworn to give 
effect to Bulbun’s will, no soonei was he dead than the chief magistrate ol 
Delhi, who had always been at variance with Kei Khosius fathei, exeited Ins 
influence against the young punce with such effect, that he was set aside to 
make way foi Ins cousin, Keikobad, the son of Kliurra Khan Kei Kliosiu, 
glad to escape with Ins life, letumed to his government 
Keikoiad Keikobad, on mounting the tlnone m Ins eighteenth yeai, assumed the title 
succeeds Moiz-u-din He was lemaikably handsome in person, affable in Ins manneis, 
mild m tempei, of a liteiaiy taste, and well mfoimed Unfoitunately he 
became too soon his own master, and on bieakmg loose fiom the tight lem 
which Ins father had kept upon lnm, he passed to the opposite extreme, and 
became a debauchee His example was soon followed by Ins couitieis, and 
once moie, to bonow the description of Feiislita, “eveiy shady giove was 
filled with women and paities of pleasuie, and every stieet lung with not and 
tumult, even the magistiates were seen chunk in public, and music was heaul 
m eveiy house” At Ivelookeiy, on the banks of the Jumna, he fitted up a 
palace wlieie he might level undisturbed amidst lus only companions smgeis, 
playeis, musicians, and buffoons 

xizam Nizam-u-diu, the chief secietaiy of Keikobad, seeing how completely Ins 

treacherous mastei was engiossed by pleasure, conceived the idea of usurping the tlnone, 

deigns and having no sciuples as to the means, began by endeavounng to lemove what 

he conceived to be the gieatest obstacle This was Kei Khosru, who had gone 
to Ghuznee, and solicited Timoui Khan, the Mogul viceioy, to aid him with 
tioops for the purpose of diivmg Keikobad fiom the tlnone, which, by the 
will of his grandfatliei Bulbun, belonged of light to himself He failed m the 
attempt, but returned, notwithstanding, to his government Eitliei thinking 
that his attempt was unknown, or hoping that it had been foi given, he was 
enticed to pay a visit to Delhi, and befoie he readied it, was waylaid and 
mui del ed by the lined assassins of Nizam-u-dm The next part of the plot 
was to piocuie the disgrace of Keikobad’s viziei, and cut off all the old servants 
of the late King Bulbun They disappeared one aftei another by some kmd of 
mysterious agency, and a geneial feeling of dismay was pioduced .Nizam u-drn, 
the leal mstigatoi, though not the actual peipetratoi of the rnurdeis, was not 
even suspected 

Though the Moguls on the othei side of the Indus were constantly mossing 
it, and making piedatory incursions into India, it is a lemaikable fact that vast 
numbers of then countiymen had voluntarily enlisted m the army of Delhi a> 
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soldiers of fortune and were e\cn understood to lme done good and faithful \p issr 
service. Nizam u-din anxious to get quit of the Mogul mercenaries — who he 
feared might refuse to he the instruments of his designs — took advantage of a w t 
recent Mogul incursion to persuade Keikohad that it was impolitic to retain m re 
them as m the event of a general invasion they would certainly join their 
countrymen It was therefore resolved to get quit of them by any means 
however atrocious. The pi in adopted was to assemble the Mogul chiefs and 
massacre them by the guards Ev en all other ofheers w ho had any connection 
with them were first imprisoned and then sent off to distant garrisons While 
Nizam u dm was thus clearing away all real or ima 0 mary obstacles his wife 
was equally busy m the scra 0 Uo and had all its inmates at her devotion. 

Ivhurrv IOian kcikobads father who had hitherto been contented with i t ■ 
Bengal hearing of the state of affairs at Delhi w rote to w am his son of Ins wiu 1 1 
danger No attention was pud tolas advice and khurra Khan seeing the ki* m 
crisis approaching determined to anticipate it by marching with a large army K, “ 
upon Della keihobad advanced with a still larger army to oppose las pro 0 rcs. 

The father feeling his inferiority proposed negotiation but the sou assumed a 
haughty tone and would appeal to notlnn 0 but the sword. Before mattirs 
were allowed to come to this extremity khurra khan made a last effort and 
wrote a letter m the most tender and affectionate terms begging ho might be 
blessed w ith one sight of las son Ivcikobad w as melted and a reconciliation 
took place the ultimate effect of which 
was that Nizam u din saw all his trea 
cherous designs frustrated, and w as shortly 
after cut off by poison 

Tor a time Iveikohad seemed about 
to reform but lie had no decision of 
chancier and lus old habits returning 
new factions were formed and a kind of 
anarch v prevailed, lo increase the con 
fusion his dissipation undermined his 
constitution and lie became paralytic. 

Every noble now be D an to intrigue for 
power and two great pirties were formed 
— the one headed by a Ivhilji of the 
name of Mullik Jelil u dm Feroze and 
the other by two high court officers who 

more loyally disposed wished to secure i iu c ^ -rrom n rt 

the crown to keil obad s only son Prince 

keiomoors an infant of three years of age The kluljies almost to a man 

Th Kh lj wer f me t m ly f tlo lold nlyth cc dra kamon tl r oftl 

mot lb t d f th At li n d lli gh now on try they till f ndly 1 1 e erab c f 

\ol I 10 
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took pait with then countiyman, the Moguls wei e equally unanimous m favom 
of the prince, whom they earned off from the li.« cm, foi the purpose of seating 
him upon the tlnone It was not yet vacant, foi Kukobad, though on a sick- 
bed, might continue foi a time to lingei on Tins was a shite of uncoi t.mity 
which the contending paities could not encluie, and aftei mutual attempts 
at assassination, the emissaiies of Jelal -u-dm, having foiccd then into the 
palace of Kelookeiy, wheie they found Keikohad lying m a dying state, dr su ted 
by all his attendants, they beat out Ins biams with bludgeons, 1 oiled up the 
body m the bed-clothes, and tluew it out of the window into the mcr Tim 
young prince was shortly after put to death , and Jelal-u-din lulling been pro- 
claimed king, became the foundei of the Klnlp dynasts This loiolution Iuip 
pened m 1288 

Jelal-u-dm Feioze had leached the age of seicnt} when lie usmped the 
throne The footsteps to it lie had stained with blood, but aftei lie was seated, 
either lemoise 01 policy induced him to become humane lining no great 
confidence m the people of Delhi, he lived Ins residence at Kelonkew, which ho 
foitified, and also adorned with fine gaidens and tei laced walls along the met 
Numerous otliei buildings lapidly sprung up , and Kelookci y, lu\ mg thus 
assumed the appeaiance of a city, w\as known foi a time l>y the name of New 
Delhi The yeai aftei Jelal-u elm’s usuipation, a competitoi foi the ciown 
appealed in the person of Mullik Juhoo, one of the late Bulbun’s nephews, 
mstigated chiefly by Ameei Ally, govemoi of Oude Aftei an obstinate 
engagement, Juhoo was defeated, and Ameci Ally and t -evei al othei leaders 
were taken prisoners They w r eie immediately sent off to Kelookeiy, but 
Jelal-u-dm, as soon as lie saw them, oideied them to be unbound, and ga\e 
them a flee pardon, while quoting a verse of winch the pmpoit is — “Ewl foi 
evil is easily returned, but he only is gi eat who returns good foi ewl” The 
Klnlji chiefs could not understand this humanity, winch they condemned as at 
vauance with sound policy “ At all events,” they obscived, “ the icbels should 
be depnved of sight, to detei them fiom fuithei mischief, and as an example to 
otlieis If this was not done, tieason would soon raise its head m e^, eiy quai tei 
of the empire" The king answeied, “What you say is ceitamly accoidum to 
the ordinary rules of policy, but, my fi lends, I am now old, and I wish to "o 
down to the grave without shedding moie blood” 


Hw Iram ™ a If 1S refreshing to he able to turn aside fiom the massacies wdnch vp h ive 
mil mis- in the conise ot the narrative been compelled to witness, and listen to senti- 
taken lemty ments partaking so mucli of the spirit of Cluistiamty It seems, howevei, that 
the Klnljies were not altogetliei wiong, for the king’s lenity was often mistaken. 


their former greatness, ere the Dooraunee dj nasty 
succeeded m wresting from them the so\ ereignty 
In the beginning of last century this tribe alone 
conquered all Persia Aftei a hard struggle, the 
third Klnlji King of Persia was expel 1 ed by Nadu 
Shah The territory occupied hy them is situated m 


the north of Afghanistan, and forms a jra allelogram 
of about 180 miles in length, hy 85 miles m breadth 
It is comprised moro especiallj intlioaallej of tho 
Cabool liner, from its source to tho town of Jelaln 
had, and also in the vallejs which descend from tha 
Hindoo Koosh 


Chat III] 


rLtCN OF JFtAL-UDD* 


and tlie hope of impunity produced numerous disorders Hie stieets and a d i*>oi 
highways says IYnshta were infested by thieves and banditti. House 
breaking robbery murder and every species of crime was committed by many 
who adopted them as a means of subsistence Insurrections prevailed in every 
province numerous gangs of freebooters interrupted commerce and even 
common intercourse Vdd to this the 1 ings governors neglected to render 
any account either of their rev enues or their administration. 

Grime, thus encouraged did not stop short of treason and two plots were c piracie* 
formed against the 1 in 0 s life. One m vvhu.li some klulji chiefs were the j 18 n * tlllB 
conspirators, was no sooner detected than forgiven the other which was 
headed by a celebrated derv is called Siddy Jlollah was visited more severely 
This derv is originally from Persia after \ lsi ting v anous countms in the west 
arrived at Delhi wliero his reputation for sanctity joined to the liberality of 
Ins alms made lum a great favourite especially with the populace who were 
constantly crowded around his gates. For a time he appeared to have no 
higher aspiration than popularity but at Last ambition took possession of his 
soul and an intriguer to whom lie bad given Ins confidence persuaded him 
that the people lool ed on lnm as sent from God to deliver the kingdom from 
Klulji misrule and bless Hindoostan with a wise and just government 

The throne h iv ing thus become his object he determined to tal e the nearest rropo**i 
road to it and sent two of his followers to assassinate the king as lie was pro trialI,5,0re 
cecding to the public mosque One of the two however was seized with 
remorse and disclosed the plot Siddy Mollah and his confident d intriguer 
were apprehended but ns they persisted in their innocence and no witness 
appeared against them it was determined to have recourse to the fiery ordeal 
that they might purge themselv cs of their guilt 1 v cry thing w as ready and 
the accused having said their prayers were about to plunge into the fire when 
Jelal u din who lnd come to witness the ceremony stopped them and turning 
to Ins ministers put the question Is it lawful to try Mussulmans by the fiery 
ordeal ? They unanimously answered that the practice was heathenish and 
contrary to the Mahometan law as well as to i tason inasmuch as it w as the 
nature of fire to consume paying no respect to the righteous more than to the 
w icked Siddy Jlollah w as ordered to prison but w as barbarously murdered 
before he reached it This murder was associated in the minds of the populxcc 
with a series of public calamities which ensued and paiticularly with two — 
the one a dreadful famine m the course of the same year (1291) and the othu 
a Mo 0 ul invasion in the year follow in D 

The mvadin^ force headed by a kinsman of Hoolakoo khan Ghenglus Ivhan 
grandson consisted of 100 000 home Jelil u din collected his army and s*u a 
advanced against them Tor five days the armies lay m sight of each other 
with a stream betw een them On the sixth morning as if by mutual consent 
they drew up on an extensive plain to fi Q ht a pitched battle After an 
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ad 1293 obstinate conflict, the Moguls weie defeated It is piobable that the victoiy 
was not decisive, foi Jelal-u-dm gave the Moguls fiee peimission to withdraw 
fiom lus dominions, and exchanged piesents with them m token of amity 
On this occasion, Oghloo Khan, a giandson of Glienghis Khan, awaie that he 
had httle chance of using among the numeious lelations of that wamoi 
who weie still ahve, induced 3000 of his countrymen to lemain in the service 
of Jelal-u-dm, who gave him Ins daughter m marriage 
Imvionof In 1293 Ala-u-din, the king’s nephew, who had pieviously been governoi 
%ST of Kuna, obtained m addition to it the government of Oude, and began to 
udin enteitain schemes of conquest, with a view to ultimate independence One of 
Ins expeditions is interesting as the first which the Mahometans made to the 
Deccan It was dnected against Ram Dew, Rajah of Dewghui oi Dowletabad, 
who is descnbed as possessing the wealth of a long line of kings Ala-u-din, 
after reaching the Deccan fiontier, pressed foiwaid towards the capital The 
lajali happened to be absent, and hastened home m gieat alaim Having sud- 
denly collected a foice, composed chiefly of citizens and domestics, he encounteied 
the Mahometans about foui miles from the city, but, though he behaved gallantly, 
was easily lepulsed, and dnven back into the foit Its ditch, which is now one 
of the most lemaikable sights of the Deccan, the scarp being m many places 
100 feet, excavated m the solid lock, was not then m existence, and the chief 
defence was a bare wall The city was taken at once, and pillaged. Many of 
the inhabitants, after heavy contributions had been levied fiom them, were 
cruelly toituied foi the discovery of then piopeity The fort still held out, 
but Ram Dew began to despond, as the Mahometans had given out that them 
piesent loice was only the advanced guard of the King of Delhi’s aimy He 
theiefoie offeied a huge lansom, which Ala-u-din, who had begun to feel the 
difficulties of Ins position in the centie oi a hostile countiy, was fain to accept 
The teims had just been concluded when Shunkul Dew, the lajah’s eldest 
son, was seen advancing with a numeious army His fathei sent a message to 
him, intimating that peace was concluded, and oi deung him to desist fiom 
hostilities The youth refused, and sent messengers to Ala-u-din with a lettei, 
m which he said, “If you have any love foi life, and desne safety, lestoie what 
jou have plundered, and proceed quietly homewaid, lejoiemg at youi happy 
escape” The Mahometan indignation was so loused that the messengers, aftei 
liar ing then faces blackened with soot, were hooted out of the camp 
mnhof 1 ' 10 Ala-u-din immediately moved out to meet the approaching enemy, leaving 
lwivi only Mulhk Noosroot, with 1000 horse, to invest the fort and pi event a 
sdlj In the contest which ensued, the Mahometans weie overpoweied by 
numbers, and falling hack on all sides, when the sudden arrival of Mulhk 
Noosioot, who had left lus station at the fort without ordeis, changed the fortune 
of the dnv The Hindoos, supposing that the loyal aimy, of which they had 
laud so much, was actually aimed, were seized with a panic, and fled in all 
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directions. Mo n <lm returned to tin fort the besiegers of which wen, nn\ wis 
pres>ed for pro\i ions it 1mm n 1 kh.ii nsot rtmncd Mint n gn.it numlver of bags 
supposes! to contain grun lun filled with salt, Ilam Dew was obb^wl to fiuly- 
nnt to ana term nml Via u dm besides obtaining the cession of 1 Ihchpoor nn<l 
its dependencies, retired with an immense ran -om lie lnd nmn\ dinieulttcs 
to contend with ns his route laa through the ho tile nnd i*mirful kingdoms 
ofMnhvnh Gun Iw ana milCamlcish hut he surmounted tin m nil nnd armed 
safety nt Kurm when from the interruption of the communications notlun 0 
Iiad been licanl of Inin forniaem! months. 

Te 1-xl 11 din on heann^ of the imtn n e boot} which Ins nephew was j -u it 
lrin o m 0 with him wasmtrjoje 1 because he had no ehml t that the gn iter tT* <i' * y 
part of itwoull lo to enrich the royal tnanrv nt Delhi 1 1 is more sagacious u<u 
m.n ants thought otherwise nnd hinte 1 that Ala u dm had ultimate drugns 
of n treasonable nature nnl would u»c the l*>ot\ as n means of nccomjli ln»„ 
them The km 0 refuses! to entertain Mipicions which ini„ht j ro\« unfounded 
and, on recuam w a lett r frun hts nephew couched m the most Mibmisiae 
tenns f It onh uiimous lo assure him of lus coutimu 1 f ixotir 

Meanwhile the crisis was npproaclutu, lnrth b} flattering Utters from nit \u 
Hum, nnd jvartty by the tre ichorous nlwec of counsellors nt Delhi the km., Jtn ' 
was m\u ft hlcsl into the fital resolution of pn\in„ n aisit to lus m \ hew in 129 > 

When the ro^nl canopy npjicared in si^ht All u*ehn drew out his treKijw umUr 
pretence of dom n honour lo lus nmjesta nnd <nt his brother Mma-s lie,, 
forward to arrange for Ins reception VI nm was deep in tin plot an 1 nrtfulty 
Mi pn csU d Hint if the 1 in„ ndxanccd with a lirgt retimu Via u din who 
hired he lnd meurre 1 the ro>nl displt wire nu^ht lx nlinned So |lau die 
w us the tongue of Almas Ik„ tint tin hin rt rmkarkod m his own wihtira 1 arge 
witli onty n few seleHrt ntt ndints, utid as if this 1m 1 not l ih.ii enough ordered 
them to unbuckle their armour nnd li} their swords aside- In this dif nee less 
htatc he renchcHl the 1 imhn„ place nnd onluvel Ins ntteudmts to h dt while ho 
walked forw ml to meet lus nc phew who ndanneed nlone nnd threw himself pros 
trnti at his feet I lie old km,, rmsod him uj cmbmceHl Inin nn 1 tippm 0 him 
fimiharla on the cheek exclaimed How coul 1 }ou be suspicious of me who 
Imc brought jouupfrom j our childhood nnd then bed jouwith n fitherty 
affection hol<hn„ joudeirtr in in\ M 0 ht, if jios.sible than ni} own offspring 
fins kind hearted Appeal w ns nnsw ered b} the nephew b} n signal to lus soldiers 
one of whom made n cut with lus sword nnd w omulcs! Telnl u dm m the 
shoulder He wunchntety ran to regun Ins barge tr}in 0 Ah! thou Milam t wi 
Ala u dm’ but before lie reached it was o\ ertaken b} nnothei of the soldiers 
who threw lum on the ground nml cut off lus head which wns fixed on a 
spear and earned in triumph through the camp The WTetcli whoso sword 
completed the bloody deed is said to lmc sullen d n thousand deaths m itingi 
nition before ho died. He became mad nml expired sere umn 0 mcc!s.x,intty 



78 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


{Fooi l 


A D i29B that Jelal-u-din Feioze was cutting oft' Ins head This itign is lull of intwli nt, 
but lasted only foi the compaiatnely slioil jienod of ^\cn >c*ai*s 
Aia u dm When tidings of Jelal-u-din’s muidci icachcd Delhi, the queen downgi 1 , 

uZo th ° of hei owm accoid, without consulting the duels, placed her youngest son, Pnme 
Kuddur Khan, a meie boy, on the tin one The nal hui v>as Alkalis Kb in, 
then goveinoi of Mooltan lie had all the qualities of a king, but tin <jui eiis 
pioceedmgs disconceited linn, and lie icsohed, in the nicantiim*, to t tki no 
active steps to seem e Ins right Ala-u-din, when he atiodoiish mmdond Ins 
imcle, aimed not at the throne of Delhi, but at the ist ibhslnm nt oi a m w imh - 
pendent kingdom Howevci, on learning the stilt ol nutttis In hr gm to 
enteitain lnghei aspnations, and, in spite of the nuir> smsoii, m t out at once 
for the capital Tlieie was nothing to ojipose Ins piogi ( V> ? and tlu qm ui mothci, 
with her son, having lied with the tieasurc to Mooltan lie made i tiuunphal 
entiy into the city m the end of 1 200 

courts Ala-u-din began Ins leign with splendid show sand h Aiutu In v, bn h he 

popularity (j azz j e( j jj ie populace, and made them foiget, oi o\ eilook, the inonnih ninth 
had placed lnm on the tin one At the same tune, he conciliated the gie.it 1>\ 
titles, and the venal and avaiicious b) gilts The aims, abo, liaimg b« eti 
gamed by six: months’ pay, be tinned Ins thoughts to the mal tlumnnls m 
Mooltan, and. sent tluthei lusbiothei, Alul Khan, at the head ot 10,000 bora 
The citizens, to save themselses, betrajed the pnnees, and dehuied uj> Alkalis 
Khan and Kuddui Klian, on an as.sm.mce that the In os ol both would be 
spared It is almost needless to say that the piomisc was not kept While the 
pnnees were being conveyed to Delhi, a messengei it mod with oideis fiom 
Ala-u-din, that they should be clepnved of sight Aftei tins bub nous deed 
was done, they weie impnsoned m the fort of Ilaiisi, and shoi tlx aftei assas- 
sinated 

a Mogul In 1296, after Ala-u-din had finished the fiist seal ol his ieign the shut- 
defeated hng intelligence auived that Ameei Dasvood, King of Tiansoxiana, had pi ep u ed 
an army of 100,000 Moguls, with a design to conquei the Punjab and Sunde, 
and was actually on the way, cauymg eveiytlnng beloie lnm with the ami 
sword Aluf Khan was sent against them, and, aftei a bloody conflict on the 
plains of Lahoie, defeated them with the loss of 12,000 men Some daj s altei, 
the numeious pusoners, not excepting the women and children, found m the 
Mogul camp, were inhumanly butclieied 

B«iuct,on°F In the beginning of the following yeai, Aluf Klian and the Viziei Noosioot 
Klian, were sent to reduce Gujexat On then appioacli to the capital, the 
Rajah Ray Kuirun escaped into the temtones of Ram Dew, Rajah ot Dewghui, 
in the Deccan, hut not without the captuie of his waves, childien, elephants, 
baggage, and treasure Noosroot Khan then pioceeded with pait of the aimy 
to Cambay, which, being a ncli countiy full of meicliants, .yielded a piodigious 
booty With tins, the Avliole troops weie letummg to Delhi, wdien the two 
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generals, b> demanding n fifth of the fqvml in addition to the shares which a.d ikt 
tluy had alreadv ©blamed consul iv w ide-spn ad mutiny es]>mall\ among the 
Mogul mercenaries. Vluf Klim nil-run ly e*<nj*eil with Ins lift II is nephew 
who was flupin B in his tent was mistaken fir him h\ the mutineers nn«l 
murdered. When the nnm n ached Delhi AK 11 <hn gratified Ins fv.ns. 10 n by 
taking into lies harem Kowln Dew oneef the captive wi\es of the Rayah of 
Gujerat, so calibrated feir ben«t\ wit and accompli hincnt*, that she was staled 
tlie blower of Indu —and his lliodthirdy revenue by an indiscriminate 
massacre of nil tin fundus < f Ours. who h ul lux 11 cone* mod in the Inti mutiny 

Vbont this tune another gn.it invcion of tin Moguls took jilnce under m«^ii <» 
Kootloo' h Khnn son of tin ImecrDawood who In l led the former expedition y ai <* 
Their annv const ted of 200 000 hor^ and contemplated nothin,, less thnn the KUa 
entire conquest of Hindoo tan. Koolloo^h Khnn after cros m„ tin In lus, pro 
ceedod direct for Delhi Mid encamped w ithout opjvositi >11 < 11 the Knnks of the 
Tuiniia /utTur Khnn the chief n*cn.tar\ and governor of the adjoimn,, pro- 
\mces gnlunlh retire 1 as the Moguls advanced Hie inhabitants, fieoin^ in 
di mn\ crowded into the capital and thewippU of pro\i ions Im.iii„ cut ofT 
while the consumption was imimnsth inert' v»ed famine began to rage I)isnn\ 
and despair were painted on every countenance In this eimrg ncy Ma u dm 
called a council of nobles hilt on finding them opjvosod to action took lus own 
way and determined to attack the cncm\ With tins Mew lu marthtd out 
h> the Dinlaoon gate w ith 300 000 horse nnd 2700 elephants and proceeding 
into the pluns beyond the puhurlis drew up in order of Kittle. Hire too 
Kootloo„h Kb m drew up to receive him 1 wo Mich armies had not mustere 1 
m Hindoostan since the Mahometans appeared in it 

The ri e hiwm A of tlie Delhi nnn\ was cominamled b\ /uflur Khan considen 1 n<w 
the greitest gf noral of the ng< mil the left by \!uf Khnn \ln u-dm took 
pot in the centre with 12 000 voluntitM in » th of tiohle fund} nnd hiahd 
1)} the M7icr \ooiroot Khan. Hie choicest of the eh plants oceupied a line in 
front and a liody of chosen cavalry guarded the re ir /utTnr Khnn lagan tho 
battle by impetuou 1} cliar 0 m 0 the enemy s left wliteli he Ivore away la fin 
him breaking up the lino by Ins ilephnnts mid thus coinimttm 0 dnadful 
filnu 0 hter flic enemy a left flank thus turned back w as dm en upon his c< litre 
nnil considerable confusion ensued Ala 11 dm aeung tins ordered \luf Klim 
to advance but he dissatisfied Ivecanse tho place of honour had been gnen 
to /ufrurKhan of w host f line ho w as envious meanly kept aloof and left his 
rival to follow up his ndv ant i a e as ho could This lie did almost heedless!} 
conti run n„ the pursuit for many miles. A Mogul chief whose toman or division 
of 10 000 horse had not been engaged acting 7uflur Khan unsupported resolved 
to attack him and at the same time sent information to Kootloogh Khan 
who hastened forward with another toman, /ufiur Klmn was consequently 
attacked in front and rear Tims placed he saw Ins d tnger but as it w as too 
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ad 1299 late to letieat, he drew up his forces, in numbei not half those of the enemy, 
m two squadions, and continued the unequal conflict The leg of his hoise 
having been cut through by a sabie, he fell to the ground, but rose instantly, 
seized a bow and quiver, and, being a dexteious aichei, dealt death aiound him 
Most of his soldieis were now slam 01 dispeised, and Kootloogli Khan who, fiom 
admuation of his valoui, would have saved him called upon him to sunendei, 
but he peisisted m discliaigmg Ins allows, and lefused quaitei On this, the 
Mogul attempted to take lnm ahve, but it could not be done, and he vas at 


Ala u din s 
projects 


last cut m pieces 

Notwithstanding this advantage, the Moguls did not ventuie to continue 
the contest, and, abandoning all hopes of success, evacuated India .us f.ust as 
they could Then depaituie was celebiated at Delia nith gie.it lejoicing 

Ala-u-din, m consequence of the success which had attended Ins .ums, 
became so elated, that he began to enteitam some evtiaoulmaiy piojects One 
of them was to imitate Mahomet, and become, like him, the foundei of a new 
religion, another, to leave a viceioy in India, and set out, in the mannei of 
Alexandei the Gieat, to conquei the woild While meditating such schemes, 
he was so illiterate, that he could neithei lead noi wnte The only p.ut 11111011 

he executed, was to assume the title, 
and issue coinage impiessed v, ith the 
name of Alexandei II A moie piac- 
ticable couise of action was adopted in 
1299 , when he lesolved to attempt new 
conquests m India. With this view, 
he sent Ins biothei, Aluf Khan, and the 
viziei, Noosioot Khan, on an expedition 
against the Rajah of Runtunblioie, 01 Rmtimbore, a stiong foitiess m the 
Rajpoot state of Jeypooi Noosioot Khan, going too neai to the wall, was 
killed by a stone tin own fiom an engine The lajali, Humbei Dew, immediately 

marched out from the fort, and, placing himself at the head of a large arm}', 
hastily collected, drove Aluf Khan back with great loss 
Attempts on Ala-u-dm, mfoimed of the defeat, lesolved to take the field m peison On 
the way, he one day engaged m hunting, and having wandered fai fiom the 
camp, spent the night m a finest, with only a few attendants Rukn Khan, 
Ins nephew and brother-in-law, tempted by the opportunity, thought he could 
not do bettei than gam the tin one m the same way as Ala-u-dm had done, by 
assassmatmg Ins predecessoi Accordingly, having communicated Ins design 
to some Moguls, on whose co-opeiation and fidelity he could lely, he lode up 
at sunrise to the place wheie the king was, and discharged a flight of anows 
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Tw o of them took efkct and he fell apparently death lUikn khan drew Ins \_d 1200 
sword to cut off Ins head but as the deed seemed already effectually done 
and time w ns precious he desisted and hastening to the camp v\ as proclaimed 
hmg 

Ah u dins wounds were not mortal and he was nblc after tliey were hound 
up to reach the camp where to the astonishment of all he suddenly appeared 
on an eminence Rukn khan was holding his court when the astounding 
news reached linn and had only time to mount lus horse and flee A party sent 
in pursuit speedily overtook him and returning w ith Ins head laid it at the 
feet of the hmg who shortly after continued his march to Rintmriiore and i< « r 
renewed the siege. The place was ob tnntcly defended and after standing out 
a whole year was only taken at last by stratagem IIuml>cr Ikw lusfumU 
and the garrison were put to the sword. It seems that the rajahs minister had 
turned traitor and gone o\cr to the Mahometans with a strong pirty during 
the siege. He no doubt antieipatid a splendid reward hut met the fitc he 
deserved when with all lus followers he was ordered to execution Ala 11 dm 
justified the sentt nee by obscn»i 0 that those who have betrayed their natural 
sovereign will never be true to another 

Ala u din alarmed at the frequency of conspiracies against his life became vi 
anxious to adopt sonic effectual means of preventing their recurrence M ltli ti rtr™ 
this view be summoned his nobles and commanded them to give their opinions 
without reserve They spoke more freely than might have been expected and 
mentioned among other causes of treason lus own inattention to business and 
the consequent difficulty of obtaining redress of grievances — the prevalence of 
intoxication— the power of anstocratical families m connection with the abuse 
of p itronage— and the unequil division of property Die opinion thus given 
made a deep impression upon him and he immediately began to act upon it 
though in a manner which left ns much room for censure as for approbation 
He first applied himself to reform the administration of justice and made strict 
inquiry into the private as well as public characters of all officials. lie next 
adopted a kind of universal spy system by which he obtained a knowledge of 
all that was said or done m fundus of distinction in the capital or throughout 
the country Crime also was so rigorously punished that lobbcry and theft 
formerly common became almost unknow n the traveller slept secure on the 
highway and the merchant carried Ins commodities in safety from the Sea of 
Bengal to the Mountains of Cibool and from Tuhngana to Cashmere These 
are TerLshtas words but the description must be taken with consider iblo 
allowance as a portion of the territories vvitlnn these limits was not yet under 
the jurisdiction of the king of Delhi lo repress drunkenness he issued an 
edict similar to tint of Bulbun making the use of wmo and strong liquors a 
capital offence To piove lus sincerity and determination on the subject he 
emptied lus own cellars into the streets and was imitated in this respect to 
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Moguls 


such an extent, by all classes of people, that f«i Mitcial dan tin .ojmmm 
seweis lan wine 

As too often happens undei despotisms, the indieal n forms of Ala n dm 
degeneiated into unmitigated tyianny and lapautv As a me ms of hoping 
the nohility m check, he enacted that the\ should ht mcapahh of o»ntiartms 
mamage without the pievious consent of the ciown and piohibit* d flu m imm 
liolchng pnvate meetings, 01 engaging m political disi iismou 1 1 o such .i h ngtli 
was this piolnbition earned, that no nun dui>t entutam his fnend> v, ithotif a 
■written peimission fiom the vi/iei His iapant\ h( giatifud b\ ‘<i/uig tht 
private propel ty and confiscating the estates of Mussulmans and Hindoo-,, 
without distinction, and cutting down the sailin', of publn oihe. - till tine 
weie filled only by needy men, le.uly to act as hu sutulc utdiunv nt- Nor 
chd he confine himself to officials , foi all clasu s and employuu nts v e u subjt f h d 
to minute and vexatious legulations Ills mows in legud to i ( tle-a utu d 
matteis aie evinced by a common saving aUuhutcd to him, ‘ that religion lud 
no connection with civil got eminent, but was onh tin buuw oi nit lu i tht 
amusement of pnvate life" 

In 1303, Ala-u-dm having set out to attick tin stiong hut of Clnttoor, m 
Ra]pootana, Tooigliay Khan, a Mogul chief took ad\antagi oi 1ns ab emv, to 

pupn. a new t\- 
]n dition into Hin- 
doo-! m lie ae- 
coulingh entmd 
it at the be td of 
incite tomans of 
horse (120 001);, 
and, pioccedmg 
elnccth tow aids 
Delhi, encamped 
on the hinks ot 
the* Jumna Ala 
u-din, having been 
made awaie ot Ins 
intention, had has- 
tened home by forced marches, and arrived befoie lnm He was unable, how- 
evei, to take the open field, as gieat pait of Ins army had been left behind 
All he could do was to entrench himself on a plain beyond the subiubs, 
where he remained two months, while the Mogul, in possession of the siu- 
roundmg countiy, cut off all supplies, and plimdeied up to the veiy subiubs of 
the capital Fiom some cause nevei nndeistood, and theiefoie asenbed to the 
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miraculous inten ention of a saint the Moguls were one night seized with a id 1301. 
panic and ne\er halted till the) had regained their own country 

The extreme danger which he thus so singular!) escaped convmced Ala 11 to a 
u din of the necessity of greatl) increasing his forces hut the expense seemed reguiati m 
he) ond his means. Large as Ins treasures and rev enues w ere he found that lie 
could not support an arm) on the scale proposed for more than six jears 
Retrenchment then became the order of the da) and man) cunous plans were 
devised for that purpose His first resolution w as to lower the pa) hut as 
according to the custom of that period the soldiers furnished then o\\ n horses 
arms and proaisions a reduced pa) was impossible unless these ar ticks also 
were lowered in price Tins therefore was the course which Ala u dm resolved 
to pursue B) an edict to be strictl) enforced throughout the empire he fixed 
the price of ever) article of consumption or use grnm of ever) hind horses asses 
camels oxen and cows sheep and goats cloths coarse and fine ghee or clarified 
butter Balt sugar and sugar cand) onions and garlic The treosur) ev en 
opened n loan to furnish merchants with read) mone) with which the) could 
import manufactured goods from the cheaper markets of adjoining countries 
It is said that a court favourite proposed b) vva) of joke to fix a price for 
prostitution. Ver) w ell said the king that shall he fixed also and three 
classes with fixed prices for each wen nctuall) formed Such is a sample of 
Ala u din s scheme of finance 

About 1301 after a new irruption of Moguls had been chastised Em ool 
Moolk wissent to make the conquest of Mnlwah The rajah met him with 
10 000 horse and 100 000 foot but w is defeated and his capital Oojcm with 
other cities were taken. The news gave so much jo) that the capital was 
illuminated for sev en da) s Amid the general rejoicings there w ns one poor Im r ruyi . 

* merit f tn 

rajah who sit solitar) in Ins prison mourn m 0 This was the Rajah of Chittoor aj hot 
Ray Ruttun Sein who ever since the capture of his fort lmd been ktpt in close 
confinement at Delhi. An insulting offer of hbert) had indeed been made 
him He had a daughter celebrated for her beaut) and accomplishments and 
Ala u dm was wiUm 0 to give him his releaso provided she would become an 
inmate of his harem. It is said that he consented perhaps he only seemed to 
consent Be this as it ma) he sent for Ins daughter but his famil) determined 
sooner to poison her than subject her to the degradation intended The princess 
took the matter into her own hands and adopted a scheme which happily 
proved successful in both savin 0 her own honour and procuring hei fathers 
freedom 

Ever) arr mgement having been made for the proposed exchange she wrote n “ 
to saj that on a certain day she w ould arm e at Delhi with her attendants A 
royal passport was immediately sent liei and her cavalcade proceeding by slow 
marches reached the capital as the evening closed B) the kings special orders 
the litters were earned directly into the pnson without being subjected to 
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ad woo any inspection The puncess was not theie, hut m hoi ‘dead sr%oi,il tiusly 
dependants of liei family completely anned, who, ns soon as thoj uni* admitted 
witlnn the puson, cut down the sentinels, and set the mj.ili fice lie madi Iih 
escape to the lulls, fiom which he continued to make Implant di scents and 
avenge himself on the Mahometans foi the insults and suflciing* v,lu<h lu had 
enduied 

A neu Mogul In 1305, the Moguls again, undei the leadership of an oflitei ot the name 

fe^7 ud ° of Eibuk Khan, ciossed the Indus, and aftci l.iA.igmg Moolttn, piotudul to 
Sewahk Gha/y Beg Toghlalc, aw ate of the loute b\ v Inch the\ would 
letuin, placed himself m ambush neai the banks of the Indus, and milling out 
suddenly, defeated the invadem a\ ith gieat slaughtei String th< n it tumult 
off, the suivivois had no alteinatne hut to letuin into the <h-' it It «.ii the 
hot season, and, m a shoit time, out of 57,000 ca\alij, and camji lollov. < rs who 
outnumbeied them, only 3000 icmamed alnc Mian takni to Delhi, thij 
were trodden to death by elephants, and a pillai was inw d b< hue tla liudnoon 
gate AVith then skulls Anothei imasion shoitlj altci lutMiig met with no 
bettei success, the Moguls ucie so discouraged, as well ns cxlimiitcd, that the\ 
not only desisted foi many jean ftom enlenng llmdooitan, but lotiud tliuu- 
selves placed on the defensive, Gha/j' Beg Toghlalc scaicch allowing a season 
to pass m Avluch he did not cioss to the a\ est bank of tla Indm and jilundei 
the provinces of Cabool, Glumiee, and Kandahai 
Concuuatof Ala-u dm, now nd of Ins most foimidable enemies, bad tune to lesume ln*> 
conquests m the Deccan, and with tins mow despatched Mullik Kafom, who 
had been ongmallj’- pui chased as a sDac, with an aimj against Bain Dew, 
Rajali of DeAvglnu, who bad neglected foi tlnec yeais to pa> Ins stipuhtcd 
tribute The ai my, wdien it set out, musteied 100,000 boise, and was leinfoiced 
on the Avay by the tioops of the govei non of Malwali and Giqeiat AI ullik 
Kafooi, after encamping on the fiontieis of the Deccan, was so stienuouslj 
opposed, that for a time be made little piogiess, and bad nothing to plume 
himself upon except the captuie of a daughtei of the beautiful Kowla Devj 
who, from being the wife of a Hindoo lajah, as alieadj mentioned, had become 
the favourite of the Delhi haiem The daughtei had a snmlai fate, foi she w as 
on the way to become the bude of a rajah wdien she was captuied, and after - 
waids, on being bi ought to Delhi, was mamed to Khm Khan, Ala-u-dm’s son 
On a second expedition to the Deccan, m 1309, Mullik Kafooi pioceeded bj 
way of DeAVgbui towai ds W ui ungole, a place of gi eat sti ength Aftei appeal mg 
at Indooi, about ninety miles north of Hydeiabad, and causing great conster- 
nation among the inhabitants, avIio bad neA r ei seen the Mahometans hefoie, he 
sat down befoie Wurungole, Avhich made a valiant defence, but was ultimately 
taken by assault In the folloAvmg yeai he pioceeded still fmtliei south, 
reached the Malabar coast, and then, turning inland, continued Ins victonous 
careei to the f, ontieis of Mysore Much of his tune was emploj ed m plundei mg 
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the temples and the spoil which he brought back to Delhi ■was enormous. It is idbm 
curious that silver is not mentioned ns forming nnj part of it Gold indeed 
seems to have been the \ recious metal chid!} need nt this tune in India as coin 
ornament or plate 

Via. u dm had now reached the 7eiuth of his pow cr Though lit had l>een \i di 
guilt} of man} crimes fortune had never ceased to favour him nnd Ins Urn f*, 11 1 8 
tones had extended on ever} side till the.} assumed the magnitude nnd splen 
dour of an empire Tin, period of decline however had mm arm ed Mulhk 
Kafoor who jwsuexscd Ins utmost cotifidcnex ami u**cd it for the promotion of 
Ins treasonable designs di gusted tin nobles nnd spread discontent ntnon 0 tin 
people. IIls own health too undenmned bj int< mjxrimx nnd mcious imtul 
genet gate Wft} nnd his fund} to whose trmnm 0 he had never attended 
cntirel} neglected him and spent their tune in revclr} His principal wife 
Mullika Jelian was equ illv indifferent and he found hmis.lf in tin midst of 
n palace glittering with gold nnd jewels, destitute of ever} domestic comfort 
lie made liw complaints to Mulhk Kafoor who turned them to good account 
b} insinuating that the queen and her sons kluzr Khan and Shulv Khan 
together with Jus brother Aluf Khan had entered into n consjumc} against 
lies life The brotlicr was according} scircd nnd put to death while the queen 
and her sons were imprisoned 

During these domestic calamities the flames of insurrection burst forth m 
v arious quarters. Gujernt took the lead nnd di fcntcel the general sent against 
it with great slaughter The RijjkjoLs of Cluttoor nsin p against their Malm 
mckan ofliccrs hurled them from the walls nml resumed their indipcndenco 
while Hurpil Dew the son in law of Ham Dew htirrcd up the Deccan and m 
exjKlled several of tlie Mahometan garrisons. The tidings made Ala u dm mad 
with rage nnd so increased Ins illness that it took a fatal form nnd earned 
him off in 1 31 G nfter a rei^n of tvvent} }enne It is doubtful if his death was 
natural for the subsequent conduct of Ins worthless favourite Mulhk Kafoor 
tends to confirm the suspicion that poison was cmplo}cd 

Hie dav after the de ith Mulhk Knfoor produced a will Raul to Ik. spurious Muiiwk 
b} winch the late kin a give the crown to Pnuci Oomor Khan lus }oungest *» w t 
son nnd made Mullik recent dunn^ his minorit} llu } 0 ungpimce then in wjl p 
lus seventh }eir was placed upon the throne while Mulhk used Imn as n tool 
and proceeded to carr} out lus own schemes One of his first acts was to put 
out tho c}es of Khi7r Khan and Shad} lvhan and increase the rigour of the 
sultanas confinement Another act somewhit singular as he was an eunuch 
was to marrj the } 0 un o kings mother who had ranked as Ah u dm a third 
wife He meant for additional sccunt} to have put out the e}cs of Prince 
Moobarik Khan the son of the second wife of Ala u dm nnd had even pro 
ceedcd to the still more atrocious step of sending assassins to murder him. The 
pnnee succeeded in bu}ing them off nnd a lieutenant of the guards on hcnnn 0 
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AD 1321 of the attempt, pioceeded at once with seveial of his soldiers to Mullik Kafooi’s 
apartment, and put him, and seveial of the piincipal eunuchs m Ins mfciest, to 
Moo-bank tleiktli Punce Moohank Khan immediately ascended the tin one, and Pnnce 
ce«is Oomoi, who had occupied it nominally foi three months, was dcpnvcd of sight, 
and imprisoned foi life 

His mcked Mooharik’s reign, which lasted fom yeais, is a meie tissue of vices and 
ragn cnmes The officei who had saved his life, and been the mam instalment of 
his elevation, was put to death, meiely because it was said that he presumed 
upon his sei vices Aftei this most ungiateful act, he began to show some little 
activity, and, besides sending Em-ool-Moolk, a geneial of great abilities, into 
Gujerat, proceeded m person into the Deccan, and iccoveied the countiy of the 
Mahrattas On letummg, he sent his favourite, Mullik Khosiov, to whom he 
had given the ensigns of royalty, as fai as the Malabai coast Iieie lie lemained 
about a year, and acquired immense wealth by plunder His ambition being 
thus excited, he pioposed to make himself soveieign of the Deccan With this 
view, he endeavoured to gam ovet the chief officei-s of Ins anny He did not 
succeed, and a foimal chaige of tieason was made against lnm to the king, who 
was, howevei, so blinded in his favoui, that he punished Ins accusers, and tnisted 
lnm still more than befoie 


Moohaiik no sooner found himself m quiet possession of Gujeiat, the Deccan, 
and most parts of Northern India, than the little activity which he had begun 
to display ceased, and he gave himself up to unbounded and shameless excesses 
Indecencies which cannot he mentioned, weie Ins daily amusements Univeisal 
discontent and disgust were m consequence excited , hut the first attempt on Ins 
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ii'imated tlie paIace He endeavoured to make Ins escape by a 
iosiow, who knew of it, intercepted him, and a deadly 


lite was made b} 
Ins favomite, Klios- 
iow He had been 
repeatedly warned 
that a conspnac} 
was being hatched, 
and the pi oofs of it 
weie so evident, 
that it had become 
the common talk 
Still, Ins infatuation 
was contmned, and 
he was not loused 
fiom it till the con- 
spnatois weie ac- 
tually on the stans 
puvate passage , hut 
stiuggle took place 
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Moobank being the stronger of the two threw khosrow on the ground but ad ia_i 
could not disentangle himself from Ins grasp as his hair was twisted m his ' 
enemy s hand The other conspirators had thus time to come up and Moo 
bank s head was severed from his bod} by a scimitar 

khosrow was not allowed long to profit by his crime He indeed ascended t rpnt 
the throne in 1321 under the title of Nasir u din but a confederation of the 1 Khoero '» 
nobdity was immediately formed against him It was headed by Gliazy Beg 
Toglilak who had acquired great renown by his expedition against the Moguls 
In the battle which ensued, Khosrow was defeated captured and slam and 
Ghazy Beg Toglilak with some degree of reluctance mounted the throne amid 
universal acclamations, The people saluted him Shah Jehan The King of the 
Universe but he assumed the more modest title of Gheiis u dm The Aid 
of Religion. 

Gheias u dm Toghlak reigned little more than four y ears He owed Ins r & r 
crown to his fame as a warrior and secured it by the better fwne of a wise and 
just ruler The incidents of his reign are few On( of the most important 1 k 
was the siege of W urungole which had thrown off the Mahometan y oke and 
resumed its independence Pnnce Aluf Khan the king s eldest son, conducted 
the siege the Rajali Luddur Dew the defence Both sides greatly exerted 
themselves and the losses were severe particularly on the part of the besiegers 
who not only failed to make a practicable breach but in consequence of the 8 ego r 
hot wands and severe weather w ere seized with a malignant distemper which ^ ™ 601 
daily swept off hundreds The survivors completely dispirited were anxious 
to letum home and sinister rumours circulated by the disaffected caused 
general consternation under the influence of which a number of officers moved 
off suddenly during the mglit with all their followers Aluf khan thus 
deserted had no alternative but to raise the siege In the haste and dis 
ordei of his retreat he was pursued by the enemy w ith great slau 0 litei The 
officers who deserted suffered equally One died in a Hindoo prison another 
was cut off by the Mahrattas and their whole baggage was captured. One 
of the rumours which had been circul ited was the death of the king The 
authors of the rumour having been discov ered w ere condemned to be buried 
alive the king jocularly but barbarously remarking that os they had 
buried him abve in jest he would bury them alive m earnest A new 
army having been collected Aluf Khan renewed the siege of Wunmgole 
and obliged it to surrender The news were celebrated with great rejoicings 
in the new citadel of Delhi which had just been finished and had received 
the name of Toghkkabad 

In 132o Gheias u din Toghlak after a journey to Bengal to inquire into t ghiak 
complaints made against the governors m that quarter reached Afghanpoor on ^ d h tol 
his return His son Aluf Khan who had previously arm ed with the nobles of 
the court to offei their congratulations had hastily erected a w ooden budding 
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AD I3«r foi Ills leceptio-n Heie a splendid entertainment had been gi'cn, and the king, 
having oidered Ins equipage, was m the act of quitting the budding to continue 
his journey, when the 1 oof suddenly gave way and unshed him, with five of his 
attendants, in the ruins The cause lias been vanousl\ explained Most attri- 
bute it to accident some even to design One authoi, not satisfied with eithn 
explanation, offeis one of his own, and asseits, "that the budding had been 
laised by magic, and the instant the magical cliaiin which upheld it was dis- 
solved, it fell ” 

loshhks Aluf Khan, the late king’s eldest son, succeeded, undei the title or Mahomed 
Zd“' 3 Toghlak He is said to hav e been the most learned, < loquent, and nr r omplishi d 
Mahomed pimce of Ins time He was well versed in histoij, having a mnuoiv so if tc n- 
To gidak tiye t]iat eveiy c p lte 01 even t of which lie once lead, icmamed tieasund uj» m it, 
wrote good poetiy, and had made logic, mathematics, astionom\, and liiedii me 
his special study The philosophy of the Gieek schools was well known to him 
With all these liteiaiy accomplishments, he was a skilful and valiant warnor, 
and thus united qualities so opposite that his contempoianei desciila him as one 
of the wondeis of the age They also extol him foi his pietv, which he ev meed 
by acaieful obsei vance of the utes enjoined, and stmt abstmenu fiom diunken- 
ness and other voces foibidden by the Koian This is the fail side of Ins 
charactei for it had also its dailcei featiues He was stein, cruel and vindic- 


tive As Fenshta expiesses it, “So little did he hesitate to spill the blood of 
God’s cieatures, that when anything occuned which excited him to that hoi i id 
extiemity, one might have supposed his ob|ect was to extinguish the human 
species altogetliei ” 

Mogul In 1327 the Moguls, who had ceased then inclusions foi man} }ears, iesumed 

resumed' 3 them, and a celebrated leader, called Tool moosln een Khan, belonging to the ti die 
of Choghtay, made Ins appearance m Ilmdoostan at the head of a vast army 
Province after province was oveiiun, and he advanced lapidly tow aids Delhi 
Mahomed Toglilak, unable to meet him in the field, saved Ins capital by the 
fatal and humiliating expedient of buying him oft by a ransom so lai mi as to 
be almost equal to the price of his kingdom The Mogul vv ithdi ev by way of 
Gujeiat and Scmde, but plundeied both, and earned off an immense numbei 
of captives 


grindTn- 8 compensate foi what he had thus lost, Mahomed turned Ins eyes to the 

Ind'cra't ' Deccan ’ tlie S ieatel P a H of which he is said to have as effectually mcoipoiated 
y with his dominions as the villages m the vicinity of Delhi All these conquests, 
howevei, were clestmed to be wrested fiom linn m consequence of his grinding 
taxation, cruelty, and inordinate ambition So heavy weie the duties ligoiously 
levied on the necessaries of hfe, that the mdustnous, having no secunty that they 
would be permitted to reap the fruits, ceased to laboui The fanneis, flying to 
uhe woods, hved by lapme, and the fields remaining uncultivated, whole pro- 
vinces weie desolated by famine The currency, too, was tampeied with, and 
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Maliomed struck a copper coin wluch because Ins name w as impressed upon it ad 1330 
he ordered to be received at an extravagant imaginary \alue This idea he is 
said bv Ferishta to ha\e borrowed from a 
Chinese custom of issuing paper on the em 
perors ciedit with the ro)al seal appended in 
hen of re id} money He shrew dl) add^ — 

The great calamity consequent upon tins de 
basement of the coin arose from the known m 
stability of the government Public credit could 
not long subsist in a state so liable to rev oVataons as Hmdoostan for bow could 
the people in the remote provinces receive for monej the base representati\ e of 
a treasury that so often changed its mastei ? 

In the midst of the discontent and ruin produced by these wretched financi il M 1 mJ 

, project f 

de\ ices Mahomed conceived the idea of enriching lnmself by the conquest of the q 
empire of China As a first step to the realization of this idea he despatched 
Ins nephew Rhosrow Mullih at the head of 100 000 horse to subdue Nepaul 
and the mountainous region on both sides of the Himalaya as far as the Chinese 
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fiontiers Tins done he was to follow in person In\ain did Ins more sagacious 
and futhful counsellors assure lnm that the whole scheme was visional-) He 
had made up his mind and was not to he dissuaded. 

O t!« b rs —St k s p of fifty k th h truly h ok y tl o 31 r f 1{G d) 138 grs 
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AD ms Khosiow Mulhk made his wav with gmat dilii» nil \ «'’i" - H»‘ niouutnitn 
building foits as he pioceeded, in oidei tovum lh» n**«l On aiming in 1 >•,, 
at the Chinese boundniy with Ibices h-aifulU i*du<*d, In bmnd bun • ii m bon* 

DisistrowH ofanumeiousaimy piepaml tooppos. Ins Imili* i pm-n * tun! 

totS' tl0n the Indian ai my with disnmv.anda piuipit'it* ntit d vi. < -.iiua* n- < <1 J h 

chn.ee Chinese followed tloseh , w lnlt* tin* mountain* * J * •><* upu d th* pi • mil.* 

and plundeiecl the luggage Foi *>» \t ti d i\s flu Indi m < n tu mi* d m ths p id* 

ons position, suftenng all the hmtoi-v <>{ hmtitte At b ugth fli inn h ' ' !l 

fall m ton cuts The fust etlect w as to oblige th* < him * toi.tu* to a gi* t**t 
distance, and Khosiow began to conceive hep* -* of m d mg «'>i<>d ht i. ti* *t lb 
w as soon undctciv cd The low giounds b. i tint inundat'd whib tie m-aait' , uii 
continued impel mous Tlie le-uilt is < asih told 'Hi* tied* aunt tn> k* d ,>' <- 
and seal cel y a man ictumed to i elate tin puti* ulai - 
Bwbwnw One of the kings nephew •> mIh. m is < dhd Khooi hi up end h*ld • 
ofTtrutor 1 nient m the Deccan, was tempted b\ the g. in ml di * **nt< nt v hi* h p'> * ub d t*» 
nspne to the tlnone, and in ItlSSopenh iamd th* st tnd ti>l nt i * v *»*t 11* it 

first gained some ndv antages, but was .tin tv itdi i iptund >ttd < >ui* t t*> D* Hit 
wheie he was flawed alive, and then pirad. d a ie»ud <p > t >* !* at mind th* * itv 
the executionci going hefme and pioiUuiung d*iii*l fiiu < sh dl alt t* ut'> r * to 
then king peiish 

Yttemptwi Befoie this lebelhon was suppiewd, the king 1. td t thin tin la M m p i-“!> 
twplui and fixed Ins hcncl-cpiai tu •> at Dewghm Its situation and stn ngth * * ph '-"l 
to Don le l) jm that he detci mined to make it his t natal His n solution om * annoma * *1 

tlbnl 1 

was inflexible, and oideis weie foithwith issiud that Dillu should be * 


and all its inhabitants, men, women, and thihhen, w ith all th< it pmp* it\ hotibl 
migrate to Dewgliui, the name of winch was dunged to l)ovb t»J> ni 1 h* 
abandonment of Delhi, which was staled, m the lnpuhnlu.nl stvle ot th< l.t-t 
“The Envj*- of the Woild,” was piocluctive of gieat uum.iv and discoid* nt m*l 
Mahomed began to feel that the change ot capital v as an exploit whuh t \en dl 
Ins eneigy and despotism could haully accomplish Having b> en 1**1 m tin 
couise of an expedition to the pioxunit) of the old capital, Hum ot his mm 
who oi igmally belonged to it, weie seized with such a longing to utum that 
they deserted m gieat numbers and took leluge m the woods, ditunnmd to 
lemam till the lest of the ai my should have left The numbers ot tin* tioops 
weie so thinned by this desertion, that the king had no alternative but to iix 
his lesidence at Delhi, and thus hue the deserters back llis anginal pui pose 
howevei, was not abandoned , and at the end of two \ ears he mined oft the 
whole or tlie inhabitants a second time to the Deccan, “leaving the noble metio- 
polis of Delhi a xesort foi owls, and a dw ellmg-place foi the beasts ol the de^ei t ’ 
Befoie he left, he was guilty of baibanties w Inch aie almost mciedilile On one 
occasion, having set out with an immense hunting party, on .u living .it the 
distnet of Behram, he made the startling announcement fclj.it lie had tome to 
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hunt not beasts but men and began to massacre the inhabitants. He completed a d i <s 
the barbarity bj carrying back some thousands of the heads of the slain to 
Delhi and hanging them over the cit} avails 

These atrocities avere more than human nature could endure and rebellion v n n 
on a greater or less scale broke out in ever} quarter — in Bengal on the Malabar t ^ irrec 
coast and c\en in the new capital Dowletabad. These two last rebellions 
seem to ln\ o somewli it cooled the king s partnlitj for the Deccan and free 
permission was given to those whom lie had forced to migrate to return to 
Della Thousands made the attempt but a general famine w as then ragmg 
and while man} perished b} the wo} man} more reached their beloved Delhi 
only to die m it. flic most formidable insurrection of all broke out in the 
soutli. It w ns the result of a confederac} formed for the express purpose of 
extirpating the Mahometans from the Deccan The principal leaders were 
Krishn Naig son of LuddurDtw who lived near Wuningole and Bel al Dew 
Rajah of the Carnatic. So extensive and so successful was the conftdenc} 
that in a short time Dowletabad wastheonl} place within the Deccan which 
the Mahometans could call their own. TJltimatel} however a considerable 
portion of the lost terntor} was recovered and the whole Deccan was divided 
vs before into four "Mahometan province Though scared} a month now passed 
without a revolt and everything seemed ripe for a general revolution Mahomed 
Toghlak kept his throne and at lost descended to the grav ebja death w Inch 
was not violent and }et cannot well be called natural He bad ordered i large 
number of boats to be collected at Tatta and proceeded tlutlier across tin Indus 
to chastise the Soomara Prince of Scmde who had given protection to Mullik 
Toghan when heading a formidable revolt of Mogul mercenaries in Gujerat 
When within sixty miles of Tatta he was seized with fever attributed b\ lus 
ph}sicians to a surfeit of fish The symptoms were favourable but lus restless 
spirit would not allow him to remain to complete Ins rccov er} and a fatal relapse 
ensued. His death took place m 1 3ol aftei a reign of tw ent} sov en } ears 

After a short struggle in which a reputed son of the late king a mere child a gn r 
was put forward and immediatel} set aside Ins cousin Feroze known b} the Fm 
title of Teroze Toghlak mounted the throne Considering the troubled stati 
of the country two of the most remarkable facts of lus reign are its length of 
tlnrt} eight } ears and its termination by a peaceful death at the a Q e of mnet} 

The empire of Delhi however wis evidently in a rapid state of decline Hie 
Deccan could hardl} be said to be incorporated with it nncl Bengal was so 
completely dissevered that in 13 j 6 I eroze consented to receive an ambvssador 
from its king with proposals of peace and thus virtuall} if not form ill} 
acknowledged it as an independent kingdom Both Bengal and the Deccan 
howev ( r still continued to pay a small tribute Though Feroze does not figure 
as a w imor he obtained a high name for wise legislation and a large number 
of public works m which while magnificence was not forgotten utility was 
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endeavouring to hold the balance with the view of ultimately selling them AD 13iK5 
sel\es to the most advantage Civil war thus ra 0 ed in the veiy heart of the 
city and the streets frequently ran with blood 

During this confusion intelligence arrived in 1396 that Fnnce Petr Ma wMo*ui 
homed Jehangir grandson of the celebrated limour or Tamerlane had crossed 
tin Indus by a bridge of boats and laid siege to Ooch The gov emor of Mool 
tan was preparing for the relief of it when Peer Mahomed anticipating lus 
movements arrived just in time to surprise the Mooltanies immediately aftu 
they had crossed the Beas. Their show of resistance w as useless and most of 
those who escaped the sword perished in the nver A few made good their 
retreat to Mooltan but the victor was close at their heels and the governor 
Sarung Klion had barely time to retire into the fort. After n siege of six 
months, want of prov lsions obliged linn to surrender at discretion. Hie pre 
sence of such an enemy as Peer Mahomed Jehangir was a dire calamity How 
fearfully must the calamity have been increased when he proved to be only the 
forerunner of lus gnndfither The event is of sufficient importance to demand 
a new chapter 
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Invasion of Timour or Tamerlane — Battle of Delhi — Sack of Delhi — Khizr Khan, Timour s depuuy 
Independent kingdoms established on the rums of the Delhi monarchy — Proceedings of Khizr 
Klian — His death — Moobank, his son and successor — Syud Mahomed Syud Ala u din Afghan 
Lody dynasty— Bheilole Lody -Sikundur Lody— Ibrahim Lody— Extinction of the Lody Afghan 
dynasty, and renewal of that of the Moguls m the person of Baber 


IMOUR, or Timorn Beg, usually called by tlie Asiatics Ameei 
Teimoor, and by Europeans Tameilane or Tameilan, evidently 
a corruption for Timour Eeng, or Lame Timoiu, an epitbet 
appbed to him on account of a certain degree of lameness, was 
born about 1336, in a village in the vicinity of Samarcand 
a d i 3 is According to some, be was only the son of a herdsman , but a more probable 
~ account is, that lie was the son or grandson of a Tartai 01 Mogul chief He 
himself traced his descent fiom Glienghis Khan On the downfall of the Mogul 
dynasty of Dschaggatai, he managed to obtain the supremacy, and made 
Samarcand Ins capital Possessmg the ambition as well as the talents of a 
conqueror, he had ovenun Persia, and extended Ins dominions over Central Asia, 
from the wall of China west to the frontiers of Europe, and even beyond, to 
Tameriano Moscow He was not yet satisfied, and m 1398, when Ins age must have 
tuTnYr exceeded sixty, he made Ins appearance on the west bank of the Indus, at the 
head of a mighty host The convulsed state of the country promising an easy 
conquest, and the immense plunder which would necessarily follow, weie his 
gieat inducements His giandson had, as we have seen, been sent befoie, 
apparently to feel the way He himself now crossed the river, and commenced 
a course of almost unparalleled massaci e and devastation Having arrived at 
the junction of the Chenab and Ravee, where the town and strono- fort of 
Tulumba aie situated, be crossed by a bridge, and, entering the town, plun- 
deied it, and slaughtered the inhabitants without meicy The fort was too 
stiong to be taken by assault He therefore left it, and proceeded to a town 
called Sliahnowaz, wlieie, finding more gram than bis own tioops required, lie 
caused the lest to be burned On dossing the Beas, be entered a nch and plen- 
tiful country Meanwhile, bis grandson, Peer Mahomed Jehangrr, bad met with 
TOUk"! moie obstruction Aftei taking Mooltan, the rainy season commenced, and so 
iiotUtan many of the cavalry encamped m the open country were destroyed, that be was 
undei the necessity of lodging bis whole army within the walls Here be 
became so completely hemmed in and cut off from supphes, that he was m the 
gieatest danger of losing bis whole army, when Tamerlane, after sending foiward. 
a detachment of 30,000 select horse, joined him with bis whole army 
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Tamerlane now marched to Bhn.tm.cr which was crowded with people filing \n m 
in terror from the Mirrouwlmg districts. On lus approach 1m!f of thun were 
dnu.ii out of the town ami obliged to tike shelter under the walls. \fkr a t m Um 
short resistance from the ynemor lie forces! lies entrance and committed mi non*, 
mail) cnielties that the gammon seeing the fate which awaited them killed 
their wilts and children m despair set fire to the place and rushin 0 out, sol 1 
their Uses ns dcatl} as the\ eoull b} killm 0 some thousands of the Moguls, 
famerlane in rt\tn 0 lul Bhatneer in ashes after cauMti 0 c\er} wml in it 
to be massacred. Saoivwtt 1 uttehal ad ltajpoor and other turns were sub 
jected to similar barbarities. Ibex how tier were mirth preludes to amoro 
general extermination 

■Tamerlane h great olyect w as Delhi towards \ bith lickeptutoadil} adiancm^ 

Hi\in 0 at length nhanccd opjiositc to it, lie crossctl the nurwith on!} 700 
horse to reconnoitre Mali mood To e hlnh then the jtagi ant Ivin„ <>r Delhi ami 
his minister Mulloo T tkbal Khan tempted b} the manliness of Ins ntt« rnlants ^ t 
Rallied out w ith oOOO Iioim nmltweiit} se\en elephants. Noti ithstandin 0 their 
supenonh in numbers, the Delhi troops were repuKsL V \xst immlar ot 
prisoners were in the Mogul camp nnd some of them on Mein n ramerlino 
attacked at a chsnelvantn 0 could not refrain from expressing their jo} lhe 
circumstance bc»n 0 reported to this cruel 1 arhanan he tool Ins reaenge bj onler 
mg tint all the prisoners nbo\ c the a„e of fifteen should be put totboswonl 
In thes liomd ma.Ss.acn. near!} 100 000 men almost all Hindoos, arc said to 
base perished. 

Haun 0 now forded the nurwith his while nnu\ Tamerlane encamped 
on the plain of 1 crozabad. The lung of Delhi nnd his mini ter again risked 
the encounter but with the same result os before, lhe elephants on which 
the} main!} trusted 1)Cin 0 at the fin-t clinrge depmed of most of then 
dm on tunied hack and sprea 1 confusion in their own ranks. Inintrlnne gau 
no tune to rall\ and follow m o the fugitius up to the \cr} gates of Delhi 
there fixed Ins lica 1 quarters. Consternation now spread our the cit} and tin 
kin 0 instead of nttunptm a to nlln\ it thought onl} of his own Kafet} ami 
fled in the direction of Gujerat Ml i lea of re si tmee bcin^ abandoned tlie 
chief men of the ut} crowdtn 0 to the camp made their Mibtntx ion and lamer 
lane w is formall} proclaimed emperor V hea\} contribution ha\in a been 
ordered some diflicult} was found in lei} mg it On this pretext a bod} ot 
soldiers were Rent into the cit} nnd munediatel} commenced an indisenm mate 
plunder It had continued f ir fv\ c da} s before lamcrlauc w as c\ en aw are of it 
He hid remained outside in the camp to celebrate a fcstiuil in honour of his 
Mctoij and the first intimation of the proceedings in Delhi was gi\en bun when 
h saw it m flames for the Hindoos m despair had murder d their i lies and 
children set fire to their houses and then rushed out to perish b} the sword. 

A. general massacre ensued nnd some streets became impassable from heaps oi 
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dead The amount of plundei was beyond calculation 
at Delhi fifteen days, and then commenced his return home, canying with him, 
as pait of his own shaie of the spoil, 120 elephants, twelve ilnnoceioses, and d 
gieat numbei of curious animals belonging to a menagerie which l'eioze 
Toghlak had foimed He is also said to have been so much stiuck with admi- 
lation at the mosque which that monarch had built, and on the walls of which 
he had msenbed the histoiy of Ins reign, that he took back the aiclntects and 
masons to Samarcand to build one on a simdai plan 

He fust halted at Paniput, and sent a detachment to besiege Meerut The 
garrison, confiding m its stiength, ndiculed the very idea of captuie, and insult- 
ingly lemmded the officei of the defeat which another Mogul general had sus- 
tained befoie it The officei, without attempting anything, letumed to Tamei- 
lane, who forthwith appealed m person, and commenced running mines with 
such rapidity that Ins ultimate success was certain The piocess, liowevei, 
seemed too slow to his Moguls, who, having filled up the ditch, applied then 
scahng-laddeis and grapphng-nons to the walls, earned the place by assaidt, and 
put eveiy soul within it to the swoid The mines employed by Tameilane 
m this and many othei sieges, weie not intended to be filled with gunpowdei, 
as m modem waifaie, but merely to sap the foundations of the walls, winch, 
while the process was being earned on, weie supported by wooden flames 
When the piocess was finished, the wooden fiames weie set on file, and the 
Avails, thus left Avithout suppoit, necessarily tumbled In tins instance the 
Mogul conqueioi, to rvieak his vengeance more effectually, completed Ins 
mines after the place had been taken Avithout them, and thus entirely destroyed 
its defences 

In continuing Ins niaicli, Tamerlane sknted the mountains of Seivahk, ciossed 
the Ganges, and laid Avaste the whole eountiy Avith fine and SAVoid along its 
banks up to the pomt wheie it bursts fiom its loclcy goiges He afterwards 
lepassed the uvei, and ultimately leached Samarcand by way of Cabool 


Befoie he left, a Gukkui cluef, taking advantage of Ins absence, got possession 
of Lahoie, and lefused to acknowledge his authority He theiefore sent a de- 
tachment against that city, Avlnch fell m a few days While he halted at Jamoo, 
TGuzi Khan, Avho had submitted to lum and become a favouiite, Avas appointed 
by lum Auceioy of Mooltan, Lahoie, and Depalpooi 
n. nember Foi two months aftei Tameilane’s depaituie, Delhi Avas a piey to anaielw 
* ulrl was at the same time ravaged by pestilence and famine Aftei a senes of 
sangumaiy struggles, Mulloo Yekbal Khan, the old Mahometan viziei, gained 
the ascendency, and something like regulai government Avas le-estabhshed 
Tliib letum to oidei induced many of the inhabitants Avho had fled to letum, 
and the city, which had lecently been a smoking ram, began to lecoAmi In 
Addition to a small district aiound the city, Mulloo Yekbal obtained possession 
o the Doab, oi the tiact lying betiveen the Jumna and Ganges This Avas now 
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nil tint remained of what had recently been a great empire. All the other ad 1121 
provinces were sei 2 ed bv the O o\cmors w ho continued to hold them m their 
own names as independent kingdoms. 

Mulloo \ekbal Minn was not contented that Delhi should be Urns shorn of 
its greatness. lie ndded considerably to its temtorv by successful attacks on v ki«a 
neighbouring gov emors and made affairs to assume nn app< nrance so promisin 0 
that the e\ king Mahmood lo 0 hlak who had found nn asylum first at Gujerat 
and then at Mnlvvah was induced by his imitation to return in 1401 Mulloo 
\ekbal however still continued to retain the sovereign power in lus own hands 
and Mahmood feehn 0 ill at ease was provided for by bcin 0 put in possession 
of Canou 0 e. Mulloo \ekbal ha\m 0 thus got quit of him nppears soon to have 
forgotten all the deference which he awl to show him fir in 1101 after a 
victory which filled him with ambitious lon 0 mgs, lie did not hesitate to lead 
an army against Ins old sovereign Mahmood shut him. elf up in Canougc and 
Mulloo unnble to reduce it raised the sie 0 v. lie shortly after turned his nrms 
against Klnzr Khan but lus good fortune forbook him and he w as defeated and 
slain in 140 j 

On this event the ofheers who had been left, in Delhi gave nn mvitition i*t ™ f 
to Mahmoo<l Toghlak who leaving Canouge came with a small retmue and mu™ i 
was rcscited on his throne Mahmood had neither the sense nor courage T, * ,Uk 
necessary to maintain las positions and after various vicissitudes shut lumself 
upmFcrorabad where he was besieged b\ KlnzrKban w bo was however obliged 
to ruse the siege from want of forage and provisions, flic release was only 
temporary for having obtained supplies he lintnc lintcly returned. Meanwhile 
Mahmood had removed to Su^ the old citadel of Della A similar cause 
obh 0 ed Klnzr Khan to retire ns before but the deliverance proved as fatal to 
Mahmood as the capture of the citadel would have been I ho transition from 
fear to joy and immoderate exertion during a hunting excursion brought on a 
fever of winch lie died in 141 2 W lth him ended the race of loorks the adopted 
slaves of Sultan Slialmb u din Ghoory IIls in 0 loriuus and disastrous reign had 
lasted with interruptions twenty years, flic nobles immediately placed an 
Af 0 linn ofthennme of Dow hit Khan body on the throne. lie held it nominally 
for fifteen months and was then deposed by Klnzr Khan in 1 41 G 

Khizr Khan hid g lined the favour of Tamerlane and been appointed asnn m* 
already mentioned governor of Lahore Mooltnn and Depalpoor Hence d^ij 
though on the deposition of Dowlut Khan lody he assumed the reins of 
government at Delhi he refused to appropriate regal titles affecting to regard 
lumself as only the deputy of lamcrlane 111 whose name money was coined and 
the Khootba w as read. Ev cn after Tamerlane s death the same policy induced 
Klnzr Khan to acknowled 0 e the supremacy of Ins successor Sliahrokli Mirza 
and even send tribute occasionally to Samarcand IIis reign or regency winch 
was terminated by Ins death m 1421 after it had lasted little more than seven 
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yeais, piesents few impoitant e\enls, but Ins conduct < on tr.sU hi\ounbl\ v ith 
that of his piedecessois, and the mh.ihit mts ol Dillnshou.d then t« -pc * t ioi 
Ins memoiy by wealing black, then gaib oi iiiomning, dining thi** <k%s 

Moobank, Kin /a Khan s eldest son, succu <U d Unu.ui \utut «.f a nonuimtu.n 
by Ins fatlici, when lie ielt Ins uni nppi etching Iks Inst unlit u\ <>p rdmi.i 
weie earned on m the Punjab, wlnie he sue* eedi <1 but not uithmit •UtluulU 
m suppressing a seiious insunection 'J'lic rh<!, .Tusiut Ciukkut, though 
lepeatedly defeated, managed always to i-np. , mid to »pp*m mu ' |>u t<di\ m 
some othei quaitei ns stiong as e\ei lie t\tn nuu imIhI unit ding udtw rsion 
m Ins favoui by foimmg an alliance with Amu 1 Sin ikh MK, u Mogul *bn t in 
theseiviee of Shnlnokh Mn/a go\unoi oi Cihool md nnlnung him to inak* an 
inclusion into Scinde The King oi Malwah l iking ad\nnt ig* oi" tin > di-turb 
ances, invested Gwahoi, m the hope ol adding it f*> his dominions Moobuihs 
attention was thus lully occupied , and his wlioh t< tgu ol thut«en \» ir-> iiu- 
mshes nothing moie linpoitant than a sucu-vnon “t i< Nolls Hi. t* nip r, - nd to 
have been so equable that he ne\ei spoke in angt 1 duung his bit va*- piobibh 
ill fitted foi the times m which lie hud A conspiracy in which *-01111 oi liisovu 
family weie implicated, was foinied against him and In w.t-> ba~> 1 \ ass.e ''net* d 
m the new city of Delhi, while at woidup m a inosqiu* 

Punce Mahomed, Moobank s son, (hough not one oi tin* .xtud p rp< tra- 
tois of his fathei’s mmdei, was peiiedb cognizant of it and end* i\onnd t*> 
turn it to account by immediately mounting the tin one Ills iuvt mi \u< t<> 
pioclaim lus owm shame and guilt, by icw aiding tlieionspuators 'J’ln appoint - 
mentof the nngleaclei, Survui-ool-Moolk, to the ollitf of \i/n t, produced guieial 
indignation, and a confederacy w as founed, w Inch soon broke out into opt a u hi i- 
hon The malcontents matched at once upon Delhi and Mahomed seeing that 
Ins viziei was chiefly aimed at, thought lie might sue himseli In abmdoiung 
lnm to his fate The vmei, liowevei, was too cnfly to be thus might, mid no 
soonei learned that the king was m communication with lus enemies than lit 
founed a band of assassins, and biokc into the palace in oulei to nitndu his 


mastei He, too, had been put on his guaid, and had laid a tiap fui the \ i/iet, 
wdio fell into it and was cut to pieces 

Mahomed, now appaiently on good teims with the confederates who had laid 
siege to Delhi, thought himself safe, and, tin owing oft' all rest runt spent his time 
m sensual indulgence The administration of attains, thus neglected, fell into 
disorder , discontent pievailed, and an insunection biokc out m Mooltan among 
the Afghans Bheilole Lody, who had placed himself .at then head, had pieci- 
omly usurped the government of Siihnid, and now made himself mastei ot 
Lahoie, Depalpooi, and all the eountiy as fai south as Paniput Blieilole, unable 
to cope with the loyal aimy which was sent against him, was dm en into the 
lulls, and, abandoning open foi ce, deteinnned to tiy the effect of intrigue This 
he managed so dexterously that the king, on Ins suggestion, put one of lus 
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ablest ami most faithful sen mts to de ith ami then in order to suppress the \ n ms 
disturbances which this imbecile and iniquitous net lmd produced had recourse 
to Bhcilolc for os. istintw. The cmflv Af 0 hnn at once obeyed the summons 
and marched to Della with 20 000 horsemen armed in nnnour Though 
this reinforcement made the rov nl nnin superior to that of the insurgents 
he rt fu ed to take the field and liken coward shut lnm elf up in lus palace 
The brunt of the action which ensued fill upon Bheilole who acquitted him 
self manfully and in conseqmnct rose into such fi\our that Mahomed ndopted 
him ns Ins son Matters seemed now npe fir the execution of the schemes 
which Bheilole hid nil nlon„ contemplated. He accordingly fitruigthinul his 
nnm b\ nutnemu IkkIhs of Af n hans, and throw in 0 oft the mask m itched 
upon Delhi The sie_e which he commenced proved more formal ibh than hi 
had anticipated nn 1 lit determined to wait a htth loii 0 er Meuitmu tin 
weak and liwduti Mnliointsl was jit matted notwithstanding his mine if 
parricide t > die n n ituml dt ith in 1 Hi after a reign < f twelve vt ira 

Alan dm Mahomed s son iiuuuttd the throm ami lmmedntelv rtcenul « m 
the houn 0 e of all tlie chiefs t xeept Bheilole wlm was proh ibly not unw tiling to 
pro\ oke a contest in w lmh he felt confident that he would pro\e the \ictor 
Ah u dm w is too powtrles* or t< o mean spirited to res* nt the insult anil soon 
fell into gineral conti mpt, the people not he dating to say openly that he was a 
weaker m in than hi futlur The kingdom of Delhi now jm^essed scarcely a 
shadow of its former gre itness for the whole that could be considered as pro 
perl} bclon^n^ to it was tliL ut\ of Delhi ami a small tnu t m it* vicinity All 
the rest of Hmdoostan was hroki n up mt > sejurnU prim ljsihticH, The Diccan 
Gujent Mnlwnh Jounjxvir and Bengal had each its unit pendent king while \ o 
all the other territories, though nominally sulMirihn vte to Dtlhi were m the [ Y 
hands qf chiefs eqmlly independent. Vt the hcil of the e was, its lias been 
already seen Bheilole Lody whe -s' designs on the t ipital had been repentedh 
declareil by overt nets mid were onh pn t] toned to a fitting op]K>rtumty llus 
opportunity w on arm ed 

VI lu dm had tarly takm a gre it fancy for Biulnoon wl ere lie hud spent w ti 
some time in buildup pleasuie houses and lay in 0 out gardens. He thought that » t o*> 
its air n 0 recd letter with his health than Delhi ami wished to make it his icsi 
denct. The remonstrances of his \i7iu who showed him the dan 0 cr dis.su nled 
him fora tune but enfty eourtiers having euecteded m bringing the M/iti 
into disgrace lie immediately proceeded to follow out lus own wislus legnulless 
of the consequences ami set off to enjoy himself at Budaoon lc iun„ a deputy to 
t t for him at Delhi 'lhevwier though dis 0 racid was still alive Iheveiy 
thought made him uneasy and some of his counsellors tal m 0 advantage of the 
feelm Q persuaded him that his best policy would he to tal c tin \i7iei s life 
The order to that effect was accordingly given but the vmer was put on his 
guard and made Ins escape to Delhi vvlure he had influence enou 0 h to obtain 
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AD 1451 possession of all tlie loyal effects The king was mgecl to hasten back to Ins 
capital and stiilce a decisive blow, but lie only made fmolous excuses foi delay 
One day it was the weathei, which made it dis.igi eeable to tiavel , another day 
it was the stars, which pi onounced it unlucky The vi/ici made bettei use of 
the time, and minted Bheilole Lody to assume the government Lheilole set 
out at once, but gave a new specimen of Ins Afghan ciaft by wilting to Ala-u- 
chn that his only object m going was to expel the vizier This was too much 
even foi the imbecile monaich to believe, and he voluntanly took the step to 
which he saw he would soon be foiced, by foimally abdicating the tin one m 
Bheilole’s favoui, on condition of being peumtted to 1 e-side quietly at Budaoon 
Heie the lemamdei of Ins life, extending to neailv twenty -eight v ears, w.is 
spent He had pieviously leigned seven years at Delhi 
Bheiioia Bheilole, the foundei of the Lody Afghan dynasty - , heg.m Ins ieign m 1450 
the'^dj The cncumstances of Ins hntli w r eie extiaoichnaiy, and being intei pi eted to 
djuTstj portend Ins futuie gieatness, vei y piobably contnbuted to leah/e it Befoie he 
was bom Ins motliei was killed by the fall of liei house Ilei husband, Mulhk 
Kaly, govemoi of a distuct m Siilnnd, immediately oidcied hex body to be 
opened, and, stiange to say, the life of the infant w.is saved His uncle, Mulhk 
Sultan, who had been appointed govemoi of Siilnnd with the title of Islam 
Khan, rewaidecl his valoui by giving linn Ins dauglitei m matii.ige, and making 
lnm Ins hen, to the exclusion of his own full-giown sons Islam Khan had 
usually letamecl 12,000 Afghans, mostly of Ins own tube, m Ins service The 
gieatei pait of these joined Bheilole The King of Delhi had Ins suspicions 
roused as to the ultimate objects of the Afghans, and, by inducing Jusiut 
Gukkui to take the field against them, chove them to the lulls Heie Bheilole 
headed them, made many piedatoiy inclusions, and, by the libeiality with 
which he divided the spoil, atti acted gieat numbers to Ins standaid. The v i/iei, 
Hissam Khan, whom the king sent against lnm, was signally defeated The 
lesult, as has been alieady i elated, was that Bheilole found means to mgiatiate 
himself with the king, was adopted as Ins son, and at last succeeded m displac- 
ing Moobank, who letued into pnvate life, and went to leside, despised oi 
forgotten, at his favoui ite lesidence of Budaoon 

Aftei Bheilole succeeded, he continued foi a time to tieat the viziei, to 
whom he was mainly indebted foi Ins elevation, with gieat lespect, but aftei- 
waids, tbmkmg he piesumecl too much on what he had done, he caused some of 
lus seivants to seize him The vizier, though not awaie of the offence winch he 
had given, expected nothing but death , but Blieilole told linn that, m gratitude 
foi past services, he had a security foi his life , the only thing necessaiy now was, 
that he should cease to mtei meddle with public affairs, and spend the lest of 
iu Mooltau his life in retirement In 1451, duung an absence of Bheilole in Mooltan, a foi- 
midable insurrection broke out, headed by Malimood Shall Slmiky, King of 
Jounpoor, who advanced with a large army, and laid siege to Delhi Blieilole 
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returned With piecipitation and by putting down the rebellion placed Ins adds 
power on a firmer basis than before 

The kingdom of Delhi contracted in extent is it then w as could not satisfy Form i w 
the ambition of Blieilole who no sooner found himself firmlv seited than he * v th 
begin to think of new conquests He was not very successful for In was 
obh Q ed to make a treaty winch bound him to limit Ins possession to the tern 
tones which hid belonged to Delhi in the time of Moobank. His most formal 
able enemies were the different members of the Sliurky family Among them 
Hoossein Shah Sliurky took the lead. At one time he adv anced against Delhi 
with 100 000 horse and 1000 elephants at another he obhged him to mike a 
treaty by wlucli he relinquished all right to any temtory east of the Ganges 
Ultimately however Blieilole gained so many decided advantages tlntagieit 
port of the Sliurky temtory was incorporated w ith Ins own 

Bheilole when he mounted the throne had a family of nine sons As he w 
advanced m years and felt the cares of go\ eminent weighing heavily upon him partt 
he adopted the very injudicious measure of partitioning Ins temtory among m* 
them In this way the amalgamation of the conquests which had been the 
great object of lus life was completely frustrated Shortly after miking this 
arrangement he was seized with illness and died in 1488 after a reign of nearly 
thirty nine years 

He had previously declared that his son Nizam Klnn to w horn he had allotted « s> t 
Delhi and several districts in the Doab should be lus successor He was not the 
lawful heir for the eldest son of Blieilole though dead had left a son whose 
title according to the ordinary rules of succession was certainly preferable 
Nizam Khan ow ed this preference to the influence of his mother the daughter 
of a goldsmith whose beauty liad given her the first place in the harem After 
a short contest dll opposition to the appointment ceased and he assumed the 
title of Sikundur His reign which lasted twenty eight y ears w os peaceful 
at least compared with that of his predecessors and he is described as remark 
able alike for the comeliness of his person and the excellence of lus character 
In general justice was administered impartially but some remarkable instances 
of intolerance ha\ e left a stain on lus reputation One of these deserv es to be 
recorded 

About 1499 a Brahmin of the name of Boodlmn an inhabitant of i village Mai tan 
near Lucknow being upbraided by some Mahometans on account of lus futh LT wT 
defended lumself by m untainmg that the religions both of the Moslems and “ 
Hindoos if acted on with sincerity were equally acceptable to God He argued 
the point so ingeniously that considerable attention was excited and the subject 
was publicly discussed before the casts of Lucknow These judges did not 
agree in their conclusion and the governor as the best way of settling the 
matter sent the Brahmin and all the other parties to Sumbulil where the court 
then happened to be The king who was well informed on religious subjects, 



102 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Rook 1 


A D 1500 


Siknndur 
celebrated 
is -x judge 


and was fond of healing them discussed, oideied the most learned of his subjects 
to assemble and debate with the Biahmm At the i eiy outset of the proceed- 
ing tlieie was thus a considerable want of fairness, as the Biahmm w as unsup 
poited, while no fewei than nine of the ablest Mahometan doctois weio auajcd 
against him Theiesultwas that the chosen nine found thcmscB os pci fectly 

in the light, and the Brahmin altogothei m 
/T'x the wiong As a natui.il consequence, the\ 

v,eie i miauled with gifts, and it would haie 
' 1jeen ^ ^ lese had s.itisfu d them, and they 
__ had allowed then opponent to go his w ay A 

-- Jft j ! veiy difleient course w as followed The Biah- 

•^T'' ~ 311 Jaaint.nnmg that the Hindoo faith 

-4 I Yl—I J j ’was entitled to i.mk on a footing ot equality 
~ '■ j *1 ' J , s / w'ltli the Mahometan, was held to ha\e m- 

~~kjj r M'f \ \ 1f~- tyV: suited the Piophct, and the onty altematnc 
^ left was to turn Mahometan oi sillier death 
^ He pielcued the lattei, and was accotdmgly 

- executed 

•»' The king appears to luncheon ns fond of 
judicial as oi i ehgious questions and often 
~ sat m person m the combs of law Some of 

a hbaioiis — imm Goinos smuiiixi Hie decisions w Inch lie pionounced aic cele- 

hiated Two hiotlieis, pnvate soldiers, had, among othei booty obtained 
dui mg a siege, become possessed of two laige rubies of clitiei ent shapes One 
ot tlie brotlieis having detei mined to quit the seivice and letuin to bis fanul> 
at Delhi, the othei mtnisted lnm with Ins sluue of the plundci, including 
one of the lubies, and told him to dehvei it to Ins wife The soldiei who had 
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continued to seive, on retmnmg aftei the war was ended, asked Ins wife 
foi the ruby, and was told that she had nevei seen it The hi othei, on the 
contiary, dedaied that he had deliveied it, and when the case was hi ought 
befoie the court, pioduced a numhei of witnesses who swoie that they had seen 
lnm deliver it The judge, acting on this testimony, decided against the woman, 
telling hei to go home and give the luby to her husband Hei home was thus 
lendeied so uncomfoi table that, as a last lesoiuce, she laid lier complaint befoie 
the king He listened patiently to hei statement, and then summoned all the 
paities befoie lnm The witnesses lepeated then evidence , and, in oidei to 
stiengthen it, affiimed that they peifectly lecollected the size and shape of the 
ruby,’, mcli they had seen given On this the witnesses weie separated, and a 
piece of wax being given to each of them, as well as to eacli of the soldieis, they 
weie told to mould it into the form of the gem On examination, the models of 
the soldiers agieed, but that of all the otlieis differed The king chew’ the mfei- 
ence that the soldiers alone had seen the ruby, and the witnesses had been 
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suborned to perjure themselves. It is added tint a confession to tins effect w is id ur 
afterwards extorted from them. ~ 

Sikundur was succeeded m lo!7 by Ins son Ibrxlnm Under his grmdfithci nmi 
and fithcr the Af 0 lians li\d reg*irde<l themselves ns a dominant race and their b iT" J 
chiefs, besides monopolizing all the great offices of the state sat in the roj il 
presence while all others wen. constrained to stand Ibrahim according) gave 
them mortal offence when at the commencement of Ins reign he announce d his 
determination to make no distinction between Ins oflictrs and saul publicl} 
that kings should 1m c no relations nor clansmen lie was soon made 
to feel the wught of their indignation *lhev did not indeed attempt to 
dethrone lnm but endeavoured to partition his territories b} placing Ins brother 
Julal Ivhan on the throne of Jouni>oor Julal nccordmglv assumed the title of \r i 
king appointed his own vincr and was acknowledged h\ nil the officers of the 
eastern provinces The Afghan chiefs soon began to discover that the revenge 
which thev had taken told ns much against themselves as ngamst lbralum 
The} and their followers formed a small minority of the population and nothin,., 
but perfect union could enable them to maintain their aseuulcnc} Influenced 
b} tins consideration the} would fain have retraced their steps hut Julal Khan 
had no idea of resigning lies newl} acquired honours and a civil war ensued. In 
the end, Ibrahim having regained the confidence of the Yfghan chiefs crushed 
the rebellion of Julal Ivhan who havm 0 fillen into lus brothers hands w is h} 
his pm ate orders assassinated. 

This rebellion w as no sooner suppressed than another still more formidable 
broke out Islam Khan brother of lutteh Khan whom Julal had made his 
vizier believing that Ibrahim had vowed the rum of lus fnmilv availed himself 
of his influence as governor of Kurra to form a strong party and imme 
diatel} raised the standard of revolt The first detachment sent ngunst him fell 1 i i* 
into an ambuscade and suffered aver} severe loss Hie insurgents m const 
quence advanced flushed with \ietor} and so reinforced that the} mustered 
40 000 cavalr} 500 elephants and a large hod} of lnfnntr} 'I he armies arrived 
in sight of each other blit ms toad of fightm 0 came to a p irh } on the sugges 
tion of Sheikh Rnjoo Bokhar} a man in universal esteem for his reputed 
sanctity Terms of accommodation were proposed and agreed to but the kin„ 
vas only pin} mg a part He had sent orders to the collector of Ghazipoor and 
the governor of Oude to advance and lies object was to keep the insurgents 
amused till he should be able to overpower them lhe} discovered their erroi 
when it was too late and havm e no alternative but to flee or fi 0 ht on unequal 
terms chose the latter The issue was not long doubtful Aftei a resistance 
dictated rather by despair tlian by an} hope of victor} the} fled in all dnections 

Ibrahim now thought himself secure hut he had only obtuned a short 
respite Bahadur Khan on the death of his father who was governor of Behar 
immediately declared lumself independent and assumed the title of king 
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Numeious malcontent chiefs joined him, and, «it the head of 100,000 horse, he 
made lnmself mastei of all the countiy ns f.n as Sumbuhl, defeating the Della 
airny m seveial engagements A still moie fatal step w as taken by Dow lut 
Khan Lody, the goveinoi of Lalioie He had at fii A taken pait v> ith tlie king, 
hut became alaimed at the lepeated instances of his peifidy Not seeing an} 
seciuity for his family m any teims of accommodation which Ihialum might he 
induced to giant, and conscious, at the same time, of Ins inability to meet him 
m the open field, he enteied into a communication w ith Babei, w ho was then 
leignmg in Cahool Tliat punce had long kept las c}e fixed oil Hindoo^tan, 
which, as a dnect descendant of Tameilane, he legal ded as paitof his inhentance 
Nothmg, tlieiefoie, could hemoie m aecoi dance with las wishes than Dow lut 
Khan’s invitation He was well acquainted v ith the comulsed state ot the 
countiy, foi at tins veiy tune Ala-u-dm, the biothei of Ibialam, was In mg in 
exile at Ins cornt Befoie taking the field m peiion, Babei sent foi u aid this 
]>rmce, who was immediately joined by Dow hit Khan Many otliei ofhceis ol 
distinction also lalhed aiound Ins standaul, and he continued las inaicli low, ads 
Della, with the intention of laying siege to it His ami} musteicd 10,000 lioise 
Ibrahim went out to oppose him, but sufieied himself to be suipnsod m the 
night, and, aftei a tumultuous conflict, found, when the day dawned, that most 
of las officeis had cleseited to the eneni} The tioops, how e\ ei, had icinamed 
faithful, and an opportunity of legaming moie than he had lost immediatel) 
piesented itself The tioops of Ala-u-dm, thinking they had seemed the 
victory, had chspeised to plundei Ihialum, befoie they weie awaie, was on 
them with lus elephants and as many of his soldiers as he had 1 allied, and 
diove them fiom the field with gieat slaughtei Ala-u-dm, giving up all foi 
lost, made a precipitate letieat to the Punjab, and Ibiabim once moie enteied 
Delhi in tnumpli It was of short duiation , foi the only effect of AJa-u-dm’s 
discomfituie was to hung Baber aeioss the Indus in the end of 1525 As the 
details must be left foi anothei chaptei, it is sufficient heie to mention the 
lesult Hie kings met m the beginning of the following yeai, on the plain of 
Pamput, and a sangumaiy battle was fought, which terminated the life of 
Ibrahim, and extinguished the Lody Afghan dynasty On its nuns the fat 
more celebrated dynasty of the Gieat Mogul was elected 
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ABER w is the sixth in descent fiom Tamerlane His grand v 
jj^ JK | father Abu Said Mirza left eleven sons among whom his 
| extensive dominions were di\ided Omar Sheikh Mirza the 
By 1 J I fourth son was for some time governor of C ibool hut was 
^ -v ~ l transferred to Fergham situated on the upper course of the 
Jaxartes fins province of wmch he was in possession when Abu Sud died » t 
wis afterwards held bj lnm is in independent sovereignty He had mar i 
ned the sister of Malimood Ivlnn i descend mt of Dscha 0 g itai Ivhan and “ 
through him connected with Ghen a his Ivhin Baber was her son and was 
const quentlj by the mothers side i Mo 0 ul It is omewhat singular that in 
his own il . femons he always speiks with contempt of the Mo 0 ul iace thou 0 h the 
dynast} which he was about to establish in India w is destined to take its name 
from it file explanation is that the title Great Mogul w is not chosen 1 y 
him but was applied in accordance with the Hindoo custom of giving the name 
of Moguls to all the Mahometans ot the north west w ith the sin 0 le exception of 
the Af 0 hans When Ins father died Baber was only twelve }eirs of age He 
vis thus deprived of his natural protectoi before he could be expected to be able 
to act for himself lo idd to the misfortune his uncles who ought to have 
befriended lnm wt re un 0 enerous enou 0 h to resent a quan el w Inch the} had had 
with the fithei on the son But Biber had t dents equal to the difficulties of 
Ins position. On learmn 0 Ins fathers deitli he took immediate steps to sccuic 
the succession As the eldest son lie had the best title to it and there was no 
room for dispute It w is necessary howevei to consult his uncle Sultm Ahmed 
Mirza ruler of feamarc md and Bokhara to whom the supremac} belonged and 
Babei sent in embassy to lnm to siy It is plain }ou must place one of joui n t 
servants m the command ot this country I am it once jour son md jour 1 1 
servmt if you appoint me join purpose will be answeied m the most sitisfic 
torj manner fins honest but plain dealin G gave dissatisfaction and a hostile 
insw er vv is returned 1 he uncle w as in f ict alreadj on the march detei mined 

to complete the conquest winch he had begun while Baber s f ither was alive and 
make himself sole master of Ferghana On this occasion fortune favoured the 
friendless jouth In crossing inver the budge which was crowded with Ins 
unde s troops gave way and Q n at numbers of men horses and c imels perished 
This was regai ded as ominous particularly as a deft at had been sustained at the 
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ao« same spot tlnee 01 fom years beioie The aim*. m eonscqiicnn became \umc 
Stiuck, and showed the utmost leluctance to advance Wlul« tlmv \uu Imi- 
tating, the lioises w r eie seized with a fatal disease, mid Hahn a mm\ made its 
appeal ancc All these cn cnmstances made the liwadus dtspn-ad to listen to 
teims of accommodation, and patch up a hast\ peu. u1n n a K.olute ndum.e 
of a fen miles would piobabl} ha\e put them m pov-c^um of fndi|an B ibn s 


Baber s 

difficult 

position 


Alternate 
nieces and 
dcfuit 


capital 

No soon ei Mas this dangei esc t pul, than anolhei. oi an uju.tlK foinudable 
natme, tlncatened him The Sultan Mahmood Khan made his app* i ranee m the 

noith, and laid siege to Babci’s fmti ess of Akhst Aku up it'd admits ulmh 

weie lepnlsecl with gicat \aloui heabandoned the attempt a*' hop* Ic'"’ and lit id* 
the best of Ins way home A tlnid onem\ adennud fiom tin * ut plumb nng 
and devastating as he came lie was, lam e\ei, still inou f uii\ dmp‘H<<l of than 
the otlieis, having bi ought lnmself into a position out of wlmh if lull adxantige 
had been taken, he could not ha\e e\ti u aft d hnnsell Bihu fhiislnid itoin 
the penis Minch had en\ iioned him tm ned Ins h isme to good a< < mint and m id* 
many important internal impio\ements 

He had lntheito been content e*l to act on the* <1* ieiiM\e, but in 1 I'll lie found 
himself sti ong enough to change Ins tactics, ami attempt thee oiupu'st of Ivlin)* nd 
It had at one time belonged to bis f.itbei and <>n this gioitnd he thought liuu- 
self entitled to take it if lie could Phetisk pi modi asm thin lie antu ipatcd 
and he gained possession of it almost w ithout lcsistancu Ills m*\t attc mpt wim 
on Uiatuppa, but as the inhabit inks had earned home ill dun grim ami pio 
vendei, thus making it impossible loi bun to obtain supplies and .is the w mtei 
was about to set m, lie was obliged to ietie.it In 1 1%, the suucssiou to 
Samaicand having been disputed, tlnee (lifieient claimants appealed md unadul 
the country m tlnee difieient duections Babei Mas one of them , but .us none 
of them was able to establish an ascendency, tbe> all tlnee letired In the fol- 
lowing yeai Babei lenewed the attempt, and conducted Ins operations v ith so 
much skill and valoui, that, betoie the ^ ear evpned both the eitv and temtoiy 
of Samaicand weie m Ins possession lie was accoiclmglv clowned and 
acknowledged by most of the nobles, but as the uH bad capitulated and lie 


was anxious to conciliate the inhabitants, lie foibade all plunder The tioops 
were giievously disappointed, and began to disperse Others, not satisfies! 
with tins, went oft m a body, and ofieied then semces to Jeliangn Mu za 
Baber s brother, who was tieacheicms enough to listen to then o\ei tuxes, and 
seize on Indijan, one of the leading distucts of Feighana 

'SZZ M thlS time ’ when a11 the talents wdncli Babei possessed would scmcely 

imrfortnnes have sufhced, be was seized with a dangeious illness, and found Ins attain, on the 
veige of lum Samaicand was held by a most precarious tenme, and it was 
obvious that the moment he ceased to oveiawe it by his personal piesence, he 
would lose it altogether He resolved, notwithstanding, to make tins sacrifice 
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for Ins internal dominions were dearer to him tlian any new conquest how cv er adh^ 
valuable and he could not brook th< ulci of lming than dismembered li\ the 
perfidv of a brother He accordingly set out towards Indijui but he arrived 
only m tune enough to learn that the oflicers to whom the defence of it wts 
intrusted had been induced l \ n rumour of lus dc ith to surrender and that 
Jelmn^ir lnd actuallv mounteil the throne Both Samarcnnd and Imh] in wete 
thus lost Biber was now in the utmost di tress, and applied for aid to his 
maternal uncle Sultan Mnlnnood lvhan His brother Jelmn 0 ir applie 1 at the 
same tune and Mahmood unwilhn^ to int Hire in tlie quarrels of his nephews 
„aae no as istance to either Ultitniteh however lie departed so fur from this st«i «* 1 
resolution as to take open part with Halier who nfter virions \ lassitudes ui» 
recover d his patcnial km 0 dom in 1100 IK even set out to attempt the 
recover! of Sainarenml but was only on the wav whin he received the mnrti 
fyin 0 mtclh 0 eiicc tint the Uslieks had anticipated him and made themselves 
masters lioth of S imarcand and Bokhara 
I he consequence was that lie was not 
onl\ frustnted m the hope of tahin 0 
S imarcand but a e am lost lerghatn 
v/lneli liad been overrun m his absence 
His only resource was to betake him 
self to the mountains and wait there till 
fortune should igain Miule upon him 
\V bile almost disconsolate at the disasters 
which had lK?Pillcn hnn he lay down in a 
grove to sleep ind dreamed that Alnlollah 
i dervis of grcit repute called at his 
house lie invited him to ait down and 
ordered a t ihle-cloth to he spread for him 
but the derv is apparently offended ro e 
to go away Vi lnlt Bal>cr endeavoured to 
detain him the dervis took hold of his 
arm and lifted him lip towards the sky 
m 0 mficant but Baber and his followers regarded it as a promise of future O ood 
fortune and determined m consequence to make another attempt on Sunni c.md 

Ihe capture of the citv was one of the exploits on which Baber pirticululy ii v " f 

plumed himself and he dwells on it w ith ev ident exultation in his Mcmon t n i 

Here however only the le idm e facts can be mentioned His small paity 
mustered only 320 men nnd yet with these he succeeded m mal m 0 himself 
master of a large capital occupied by warlike Usbeks whom fehecbniu Klnn 
a veteran gencnl of lu 0 li reputation commanded Hn\ in 0 secretly aimed m 
the vicinity at midnight lie sent forward u e hty of Ins party to a low pirt of 
the vn.ll which they immediately sc vied by me ms of a gr qiplm 0 mpe Goin n 





I be dream is neither stnl mg noi 
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C "V 09 aftenvaids louml, they smpiised and owipowond the gumd in ilmigeof one 
of the gates, opened it, and let m Babei with the 210 who v • re v ith him 
They immediately lushed along the sheets piotlainmig Hahns nam< .is th<> 
passed It earned a chann with it to the nils ot main of the inhabitants v ho 
immediately l allied aimmd lum, while the Usbek** lan <onfu*»* dl\ liom pi u< to 
place, ignoiant both ot the position and numbers ot tie n a 1 - nlant - W !u n tin 
alaim 1 cached the heiul-qu.u lei n, Slioebam Khan who oinipud tin hat with 
7000 men, set out with a small hod\ to lotonnoifie, and on tiuding tint I»d» i 
had gamed some thousands of the mhahit nils whoveie miding tie en v ith 
acclamations, was so inghtened that he took the opposite git< and lit d towauK 
Bolchaia Bahei obtained quiet possession 

Uiiju Bahei was awaie that thcMcton wasonh hilt won so long a. tie l sinks 

maintained then footing in the couiitn and he labouied t<> unit* tin m ighbom 

Ubbo'is lu g chiefs m a geneial coalition foi the pmpose of «' pilling tin m Ov mg to 
dissensions and ]ealousios, his exeitions weit una\. tiling ami In wa k ft to 
hflit single handed with his foiinid.ihle ioo ’i in \ pio\<dun>i< than i in it< li 
ioi him, and lie sustained a defeat which ohligtd linn t‘> shut liinistlf up within 
the ivalls Ileie he defended lumself till hesufhtulaU tin lo»rn>i-,of famine 
.and saw no icsource but to take ad\ antage of the night ami (-tip with about 
100 faithful attendants This flight took plate m the In ginning of 1*501 md 
he was once moie a homeless w amlei ei lie louml an asylum with his mule, 
Bultan Jtahmood Khan, who gave him the town oi Aiatiha foi his i< -.idem e 
Heie his lelentless enem) , bheebim lvhan toimd lnm out, and lie it moved to 
Tashkend, wlieie he lomamedtoi some time m a state ol dt sjmndi.ni \ At 
length an opening appealed m Ins heieditan kingdom and h\ the aid of his 
tivo uncles he obtained possession of Akbsi, one of its stiongest toils H was 
only a gleam of sunshine befoie the coming stoim bheebani Khan again 
appealed, and conqucied as befoie In addition to Ins own uusfmtune B ibt i 
had the miseiy to see Ins uncles involved m Instate Tlitv weie both taken 
piisoneib, and leleased only at the expense ot then kingdoms Sultan Mahmood 
Khan was unable to heai up undei the stioke, and his health began to decline 
One of his fi lends, luntmg that Sheebam Khan had poisoned him ofleied some 
tiriak of Khutta, a medicine which was then m high icpute as an antidote 
The sultan leplied, “Yes 1 Sheebam Kliun has poisoned me indeed’ lie 1ms 
taken away my kingdom, winch it is not m the powei of yom tnialc oi 
Khutta to lestore ” 

mister of Baber had at one tune some thoughts of Dying his foi tune in China His 

°' vn counti y> afc al1 events > seemed against lum, and he quitted it foi cvei 
But he had no intention of closing Ins caieei Though lie had seen much of the 
world, and expeuencecl many leveises, he had only attained the age when most 
men begin to make then appearance in the public stage of life He was little 
moze than twenty, and was borne up by the belief, which conscious talent and 
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great natural buoy ancy of spirits suggested that some great destiny awaited him a d isis 
In 1504 lie took the dueetion of the east where he saw no field of enterprise so 
promising as Cabool which had fallen into a state of anarch} It had once 
been ruled by his father and subsequently by Ins uncle Ulu^h Be e who had 
died in 1 aOI leaving an infant son The mimstei took the whole government 
into Ins own lund but soon disgusted the nobles and w as assassinated Great 
convulsions followed and Cabool became a common prey to dissensions within 
and invasion from without A foreign usuip i was on the throne when Babei 
arrived He found little difiiculty in displacing him and though his cousin the 
above son of Ulu 0 h Beg was still \li\e be re B aided tlie kingdom as a lawful 
conquest and ruled it in Ins own name His ambition w is not y et satished 
and taking advantage of favourable circumstances lie made himself master of 
Kandahar It would seem tliat at this eaily period his thoughts were turned to 
Hmdoostan and the invasion of it was openly talked of and discussed in his 
court Various circumstances however concurred to postpone any actual 
preparations 

The earliest of these vvvs the appearance of the restless ind implacable u w ™ 
Slieebam Khan who diovc Baber from Kandahar and re seated the former ruler « « th 
Sheebam Khan having ultimately met his master m Slnli Ismael Sopln of f 
Persia was defeated and shin Biber immediately proposed an alliance with 
the shah by whose aid he hoped to regain Ins former dominions Nor was he 
disappointed With an aimy of 60 000 horse partly furnished by the Persian 
monarch he tool Khoondooz subdued I okhara and in 1511 wis seated for the 
third time on the throne of Samaicind Here he fixed his residence and left 
Cabool to be governed under him by his brother Nasir Mirzo. This return of 
prosp nty was slioit lived for he was immediately engaged m a senes of 
sanguinary struggles with the Usbeks These were generally to his disad 
vantage ond in 1518 lie arrived shorn ot all his new conquests to resume the 
government of Cabool His brother Nasir Mirza returned to his government 
of Ghuznec 

B iber had now been neatly twenty years Kin 0 of Cabool and dunng tbit r 
long period had often turned i wistful eye to India Other objects of ambition i <i 
had repeatedly started up and tempted him to try lus fortune in the west but 
the difficulties had prov ed insurmountable and the conviction liad been forced 
upon lnm that if Ins name was to descend to posterity as a great conqueror and 
mighty monarch tlie east was the quarter in which he must gain Ins laurels 
The times were favourable The throne of Delhi had been occupied by a senes 
of Afghan chiefs who li id nev er gamed the affections of the people and ruled 
only by the sword Wlule thus requiring all the aid which union could give 
interminable feuds prev ailed, and tbe succession w as regulated not so much by 
the ordinary rules of relationship as by court mtngue faction and assassination. 

Under this wretched system the kingdom had been brol en up into fragments 
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and Delia exhibited meiely a shadow of its foimer gieatness It was impos- 
sible not to peiceive that a countiy thus mled, and acknowledged at the same 
time to be one of the giandest, fanest, and ncliest legions of the globe, pie- 
sented facilities and attractions to the conqueioi fai gieatei than the west could 
furnish , and the only wondei is, that a pi nice so talented and so ambitious as 
Babei should have lemamed so long on its fiontieis without making an actual 
mioad into it 

Babei’s fiist Indian campaign took place in 151 D On that occasion, after 
ovenunmng the temtoiy between Cabool and the Indus, he ciossed ovei into 
the Punjab, and advanced as fai as Blina Fiom this place he sent a message 
to Ibiahim Lody, the King of Delhi, lemmdmg him that the Punjab had been 
frequently possessed by the house of Tameilane, and demanding that to linn, 
as a biancli of that house, it should be voluntaiily lesigned, unless he was pre- 
paied to see the wai earned faitliei into India In this campaign he leached 
the Chenaub, and then letumed to Cabool His second Indian campaign was 
made m the couise of the same j r eai His mam object v as to i educe Lahoie, 
but after leaching Peshawei, and advancing to the Indus, intelligence of an 
invasion of Budukslian by the King of Cashgai compelled him to letuin He 
maiched a tlnid time against India m 1520, and had leached Se.ilkote when lie 
leamed that Ins piesence was immediately lecpmed to defend his capital against 
an invasion fiom ICandaliai He had not only lepulsed the mvadei, but pm- 

sued him to Kandahai, 
and captmed it, when, 
m 1 524, Dowlut Khan 
sent the tempting m- 
\ itation foimeily men- 
tioned In compliance 
with it, Babei advanced 
to the neighbourhood 
of Lahoie, which he en- 
teied m tiiumph, aftei 
gaming a signal victor}' 
Dowlut Khan having 
aftei waids turned 
agamst him, he found 
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,, so senously affected, 

ia he rested satisfied with appointing govemois ovei the distncts which he 
liad conqueied, and again letumed home 

Ala-u dm Lody, the biother of Ibialnm Lody, King of Delhi, had been left 
m command of the Cabool forces, and foi a time was so successful, that he 
pushed forward to the vicinity of Delhi Heie he seemed to have gamed a 
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victory till bis own carelessness and the want of discipline turned it into a com c n is e 
plete defeat and obliged lum to retire precipitately into the Punjab B iber on 
hearing of the disaster immediately bestiiTed himself and made Ins appearance 
in Indio, This was Ins fifth and prosed Ins most decisis e Indi in campai 0 n 

His force was comparatively small. After crossing the Indus on the loth nt 
of December 152o lie mustered it and found that he had only 10 000 chosen 
horse At SeoIWote however he was joined by Ala u din and thus obtained a 
consider ible remfoi cement The first appearance of opposition was on the part 
of Dowlut Ivlian and his son Gliazy Khan who had again espoused the cause 
of the Iving of Delhi and were encamped on the banks of the Ravee near 
Lahore with an army of 40 000 They were atiaid to nsk an action and as 
b iber adv anoed retreated — the former to Molw at and the latter to the lulls 
Baber immediately inv ested Malw at and obliged it to capitulate in a ft w days 
On tins occasion he geneiously forgave Dowlut Ivlian \nd everted himself in 
lestraming the rapacity of Ins troops who as soon as tin gates were opened 
broke m and commenced an indiscriminate plundei Rushing in among them 
he at great personal nsk rescued a lady belonging to Dowlut Khans family 
whom a ruffian liad seized and saved a fine libiary wlucli had been collected by 
Ghazy Ivhan who w is a poet and a man of le irrung 

The dissensions which pi evaded at Delhi and the invitations which liecpt i 
received from the malcontents induced lnm to idv ince without deliy He dTs ' 
experienced little serious opposition till Ibralum himsell adv anced to meet him 
at the held of 10 000 horse and 1000 elephants Babers army was not i fifth 
of this numher but every man m it w is a soldier hi 0 hly disciplined attiched 
to Ins chief and resolved to conquer or die where is the Delhi force was a 
lieteiogeneous miss composed of the most discordant materials The result was 
not long doubtful and Ibrihun himself was amon 0 the slam This battle 
which was fought on the 20th of April lo2G decided the fate of Hindoostan 
Baber did not fail to make the most of his v lctoiy He immediately despatched 
his son Hoomay oon to occupy Agra and another detachment to march rapidly 
on Delhi while lie followed with the mam body His entrance was unopposed 
and he took formal possession as sovereign The fort of Agra offered some 
resistance but the terror of the Mogul arms was now so general that the 
Rajpoots who defended it offered to capitulate Instead of levying a ransom 
fiom individuals Baber consented to accept of a diamond weighing 672 carats 
which he presented to his son Hoomavoon. On entering the Delhi treasury 
he appears to have been astonished at the amount and immediately began to 
distribute it w ltli the greatest profusion os if he had lm igmed it inexhaustible 
Not satisfied w ith making ncli presents to all Ins chiefs and ev en to the mer 
chants who follow ed his camp he made large donations to holy places in v anous 
countries and caused a shai okh to be given to ev ery man woman and child m 
the kingdom of Cabool without distinction of slave or free I he gift to each 
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ad i 5 3 o was lathei less than a shilling, hut the siggiigate sum miht him* b< < n < tmn.mm 
~ His piodigality on tins occasion piocmed him the me kname of "(Jalh nd< i, alt* i 
aieligious oidei whose lule is to make no pimision foi tin nmiiow 

Had Bahei been intending, like Tameikme to (put India tin, > <|U.mdi ring 
of the tieasuiy might easih luic been explained md t \< n pistilu <1 **n gnaimh 
of policy, but the folly of the pioctcding M*«msi\tnm« v.luti it i- mmehnd 
that he fiom the lhst legaidcd it as a pmuamnt rnm|md ami d*t*nmii(d to 
make Delhi hisfutmc capital The question l>a*l umlugon* b.imal dw u- mu 
aftei the captuie, and man\ ol his mod ixpeiitmid oih'ti-, lontii.ting th<* 
smallness of Ins ai my with the thie.itemng app< arum t v hu h tie \tgh ms still 
continued to piesent m vnunus quaiti h, wen mg<nt i*>i hi*. i« turn to b dmo] 
oi at least letieat to the Punjab, hut lie at nun put an • ml to ad tin n i» moti 
stiances, by exclaiming, 'Whit would all tin Mahmin ( in king m tin voiM 
say of a monaich whom the teai of deith obhg< d to ab, union su, h i 1 ingUom' 
The idea of depaituie being ahnndom d it nquned ill 15 tb i , kill m> i 
eneigy to make good his ])o->ifion Seu nil Atgh m * oinp 1 tit i oii’ie t* v ith 
the late loyal famiU weie set up against lum and suiguinm bitth- a * re 
fought, genei ally how e\ ei to his a*l\nntag* \s a m .-sin < on-, quote < Iu*» 
cause advanced while that ot lus enemu s i tpidh <hihm*l, md mim wh"h'd 
stood aloof with the intention of ultimatch jommg tin v inning side uenle 
then submission But Ins gieitest dang*i-. win* not m tin tit Id t<>i thu>* 
who feaied to encountei him theie did not simple at uu unanswlmh piomt-'d 
to be successful One of the mod flagiant ittempls mi*U on his ldi was b\ the 
mothei of Ibi alum Body, the late smeieign Shi ha«l in mm* his t iptne and 
he had tieated hei wuth gieat lespeit and kindness, but the d* stiuctmn v. Inch 
he had bi ought on hei lamil) was not to he toignen and sht luihed Biluts 
tastei and cook to poison some liaic soup intended loi lnm He nctualh pn- 
took of it, but the poisoning Inning been o\udone atlected the t isle and lie 
desisted m time to save lus life 

Balj ei was still ill the full vigoui of life, and might, m the cmiM* ot lutuie, 
death have been expected to have a long caieei beioie lum, but In had ciowdcd the 
events of a lifetime into a compaiativep shoit peuod and begun to exhibit 
symptoms of a piematuie old age Fe\ei aftei level attacked lum, and, 
beginning to feel Ins end appioaclnng lie sent loi Ins son Honmayoon and 
appointed lnm lus successoi A few montlis attei, on the 24th of Decembei, 
1530, lie bieathed his last He had leigned tlmty-eight teais hut of these 
only five weie spent on the tlnone of Delhi Consideung the shoitnexs of the 
penod, it is wondeiful how much had been accomplished m it Not onh had 
Afghan msm lections been put down, and the whole Mahometan population 
leconciled to the new dynasty, but gieat battles bad been fought, and gieat 
victories gamed ovei msui gent Hindoos Aftei Mewai, Mai w ah, and Mewat 
tiad been subdued, Behai, on both sides ot the Ganges, xvas oveiiun and the 
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King of Bengal birelv saved his independence b\ submitting to an ignominious ad i 30 
peace Hie throne of the Great Mogul was thus not onlj set up but si emed 
to be firmly established 

The love of nature -winch Baber retained in all its freshness to the \ er} last 
and of which 
man} touchin 0 
instances are re 
corded b} linn 
self appeared in 
lus selection of 
1 final resting 
place It was in 
the \ icuuty of 
Cabool, on the 
barks of a clear 
1 mining stream 
it the foot of a 
lull commanding 
a noble prospect 

There his tomb still st aids and m front of it a small but chaste mosque of a be u 
white marble His character is best learned from I119 Memoirs or Auto b 51 p y 
biography m which lus opinions and feelings are candidly expressed and a 
full insight is given into the conduct both of the monarch and the man 
Few lives so full of vicissitudes and temptations would hear to be so minutely 
investigated and suffer so little from the investigation Take him all in all 

in his \aned and seldom combined 
capacities as a writer a Boldiei and 
a ruler it must he admitted that his 
proper place is among the greatest 
men whom the East has produced 
It is almost needless to sav that both 
his public and his pm ate life exlnbit 
blemishes. Among those of the 
former description maj be mentioned 
bis foil} in squandering the treasure 
found in Delhi and among those of 
the latter Ins bacchanalian habits 
which he is said not to have aban 
doned till the} had made enous inroads on Ins constitution 

Baber left four sons The second Jvamran who at the time of his fathers 

Tl lib l y 1 ntwhtem h\ m q IShbJl n i fl g t c tor—' V 'mes 
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a.d 1530 death was govemoi of Cabool and Kandaluu, not only letumcd pos.M-s.sion of 
them, hut made good a claim to the Punjab The two jonngc-t sons veie at 
Hoom-ij oon fiist contented to hold governments m India undei JToomajoon, who, as eldest 
mbM da son, and by Bahei’s special appointment, mounted the tin one of Dillu ITe 
soon found it anything but a bed of loses The cession of the Pun|ab to 
Kami an, without any effort to pieseive it, was a kind of piunimn ofieied to 
aggiession, which was accoidmgly attempted in lanous rpiai tors The fiist 
contest was with Baliadiu Shah, King of Gujeiat, uho had icndeied lmnsc It 
formidable by the annexation of Main ah, and the establishment ol his supi emac) 
ovei seveial adjoining temtoiies The ostensible cause of quanel vas the 
protection given by Baliadiu Shah to Mahomed Zuman Mil /a, vho had taken 
lefime with lnm aftei a lebelhon against Ins biothu-m-lan , Hoorn, i\ oon, had 
failed Diuing a senes of stiuggles, uitli lauous alteinations of succe^, 
Bahadur fiist lost, and then iccoicied his kingdom 
Meseof The next foimidable opponent who appealed -was Slieei Khan Sui, vlio 

had made himself mastei both of Behai and Bengal Iloomajoon adianced 
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against linn fiom Agia, and amved with a poweiful aimy befoie the fort of 
Chunai, neai Benaies, m the beginning of 1 53S Slieei Khan had been taken 
somewhat by siupnse, and as his object, tlieiefoie, was to gam time, lie left 
Chunai strongly gamsoned, and letned faitliei into the mteiioi Iloomajoon 
did not ventuie to advance while the enemy possessed such a place in his leai, 
and lesolved to lay siege to it He was thus detained foi seveial months, and 
only succeeded at last because the provisions of the ganison weie exhausted 
This siege denves importance fiom the legulai mannei m which it was con- 
ducted, and the great use made of gunpowdei and aitilleiy, both by besiegers 
and besieged 

2ET Hooma y o °n now advanced along the Ganges, but Slieei Khan continued to 
pui sue his tactics of not nskmg a geneial engagement, and only offenng such 
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resistance as might suffice to protract the advance. Hoomay oon ought now to c d 1540 
have become perfectly aware of the trap which was laid for him and been ~ 
satisfied to select some stron e position at le 1 st till the rainy season vv as o\ ei 
Instead of tins he found h mself in the lower basin of the Ganges when its 
whole delta was flooded and every brook had swollen into an impassable 
torrent Meanwhile Sheer Khan by 1 dexterous mov ement placed himself 111 
lus rear ind cut off Ins reheat lhe King of Della was at last alive to Ins 
perilous condition and endeavoured to elude lus enemy by prcpaimg boats to 
cross over to the other side of the Ganges While thus occupied lit allowed 
himself to be completely surprised and had harelv tune to mount Ins horse and 
make for the rivei He lmmedi itely plunged in but Ins steed after bearing n nw 
lum nobly for a wlnl< sunl exhausted His fite would have been the same 
had not a water carrier who was crossin e by the ud of the water skin winch 
he had inflated for that purpose seized him 
before he sunk and earned linn to the 
opposite hank He reached Agi v in the 
end of June 1539 but his whole army had 
penslied, and Ins queen w os Sheer Klnn s 
captive 

Hoomayoon made the best use of Ins 
escape and by the aid of Ins brothers 
Kamran and Hmdal who after taking 
very suspicious measuies had become cor 
dully united w ith him kept the enemy at 
bay By the spring of 1510 he thought 
lumself strong enough for a new campaign 
The armies came m sight of each other 
and continued for some time manceuvnng 
till Hoomayoon alarmed at some sy mptoms 
of desertion determined to risk a general 
engagement It proved disastrous and in the flight which ensued lus escape was 11 >« 1 
as extraordinary as before His horse was wounded and he was on the point 1 

of being killed or tal en when he found an el« pliant mounted it and hastened 
to the Ganges lhe driver hesitated to swim the river and gave place to an 
eunuch w ho undertook the task He reached the opposite banl m safety but 
on account of its height could not land till two soldiers who happened to be 
present joined their turbans and throwing one end to him drew him up His 
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situation was now hopeless, and lie had only time to iemo\e his family and ln-> 
tieasuie fiom Agia and Delhi, and hasten oft v>ith them to Lahou* lleie his 
leception was not veiy gtacions, as his hiothei Kaiman feaied he might pio\e 
a dangeious competitoi, and was also picpaung to make his peace v, dli SShtu 
Khan, by ceding the Punjab to him 

Hoomayoon, thus abandoned by his biothoi, tinned his thoughts to beimle, 
and endeavouied, paitly by pci suasion and paitlj b) h.tiu , to oht mi po-vw-Mon 
of it He failed, and then tlnew himseK on the piotection of tin Rajah oi 
Manvai To accomplish this he was obliged to ciov> the d< -et t , and e\en 
theie had the moitification to peicene that the iajah was oiil\ incdit itmg how 
he might best delivei him to Ins enemies Flight into tlu, de-mt v as again hi* 
only lesouice While wandeung heie, encumbend with the women of his 
family, a body of hoi se was seen appioachmg Then veie he<uh d by the son 
of the Rajah of Mai wai Nothing shoitol death 01 ciptnits v,as fm Jiudtd , 
but aftei a great show ot hostility, the lajalis son nppaientlj lehnted, fmnishcd 
them with watei, and allowed them to pioceed The honors ot the dcseitwen* 
still hefoie them , and at last Hoomayoon, with onh se\e» attend mts, jeathed 
Ameikote Heie he was not onlj r hospitably entu tamed, hut furnished with 
the means of making a second attempt upon Semde It might ha\o succeeded 
but the laj all who accompanied lnm, indignant at obt lining no i edits* foi .111 
msult which lie bad leceived, suddenly witbdiew with all his Hindoo followers. 
His position was now despeiate, and lie was only too glad to make an arrange- 
ment which permitted him to withdiaw fiom Semde and set out toi Kamlihai 
This piovince belonged to Kami an, and was then held foi him by one ot his 
youngei brothers Hoomayoon, tiavellmg with his wife and an infant child, 
aftei wards the celebiated Empeioi Akbei , had ai lived within 130 miles ot Ins 
destination, when one of Ins old aclheients lode hastily lip, and ga\e him the 
startling intelligence that his biothei Muza Askan wsas at hand, with the 
intention of making him pusonei He had only time to mount the queen 
behind him, and take to flight The infant could not be thus earned, and fell, 
with his attendants, into the hands of his uncle Hooma'yoon continued his 
flight with a few followeis till he amved within the Persian dominions lie 
was sent to Herat to await the shah’s oideis 


Beuted'mi" 1 Sheer Khan, on Hoomayoon’s flight, made a kind of tuumpliant piogiess, 
of Min' 10 an< ^ was &00n 111 P ossessi on of all the temtones which liad acknowledged the 
authority of the King of Delhi His reign, 01 usuipation as it is sometimes 
called, though his title was at least as good as Babei’s, had been commenced 111 
1540 Dining the tin ee following yeais he made lmnself mastei ot Mai wall, 
Mai war, and Mewai, and was canymg on the siege of Callmjei, 111 1515, when 
he was killed by the explosion of a powdei magazine His eldest son, Adil 
Khan, had previously been 1 ecognized by lnm as his successoi , but the feebleness 
of lus ehaiactei induced the chiefs to set him aside, and give the tin one to his 

7 O 
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brother Jelal Khan who assumed the title of Selim Shah His reign which \d uw 
lasted nine years during which se\eral important internal impro\ ements were 
made and public works erected was on the whole peaceful He left a son of eed» 
the age of twelve 
but he was murdered 
by Ins uncle Ma 
homed Khan who 
usurped the throne 
and is known by tlie 
title of Adili His 
conduct on the throne 
was such as might 
ha\c been expected 
after the atrocity b> 
which he had gamed 
it and he made him 
self universally odi 

ous by his follies and iniquities For a time howe\er the abilities of Hemoo u un> t 
a Hindoo of low origin to whom he had committed the government kept him hh 
on his seat and he pursued a course of utter Lawlessness first squandering his vdl1 
treasury and then indiscriminately confiscating the property of his subjects m 
order to procure the means of indulging in his extravagances and low debauch 
enes After lie had narrowlj escaped the dagger of an assassin a confederacy 
was formed against him It failed in the first instance but other revolt were 
successful and Ibrahim Sur makin^ himself master of Delhi and Agra Adili 
was left m possession only of the eastern provinces Ibrahim having in his 
turn been driven out of Delhi and Agra bj Sikundur Sur who had proclaimed 
himself King of the Punjab endeaaoured to compensate himself by wresting 
some more territory from Adili but was repulsed by Hemoo Tins success did 
not at all improve his condition for intelligence immediately arrived that Bengal 
and Malwah had both revolted and that Hoomayoon who had returned had 
defeated Sikundur and was onr*e more seated in Delhi. This last intelligence 
proved the most fatal of all foi though Hoomayoon soon died his son Akber 
succeeded and brought the Mogul empire to its highest pitch of glorj Adili 
was maintained for some time bv Hemoo but on that Hindoos death his 
success was at an end and he lost Ins life fighting m Bengal 

Hoomayoon s reception by Shah Tamasp the second of the Safovi or Soplu 
Kings of Persia had been on the whole fa\ ourable though aecompamel with 
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ad i 54 s many moitifymg cncumstances Befoie lie could obtain any assistance, la v-as 
obliged to cede the piOMiice of K.indaliai, and adopt tlic Sluito foim of Maho- 
metanism Aftei these concessions, he was iuimshed with a body <>i 1 K<K>() 
lioise, undei the command of the shah s son, Moi ad Mii/a Ilisown follow us 
musteied only about 700 He fuM pioceeded against Kandahai which lie 
leached m Maich, 15-15 It w r as m possession of Jln/a Askaii, as goiunoi of 
Hoomijoon his othei biothei, Kami an The siege was immediately commenced but pio- 

Kandihu ceeded languidly foi five months, at the end ol which descition and faimm 
obliged Muza Askaii to suiiendei Iloomayoon, piobably souied by misfoifutn 
foigot the humamtv which had foimed the best featuie in his dim ictii and, 
disregaiding the piomise ol paidon wdnch he had gnen subjected his biotin i 
to the most contumelious tieatment, and then kept him noailv thict yeais as t 
pnsonei in chains He also violated his agieement w ith the shah by helping 
Kandahai to himself, and malti eating his Pei Man auxilianos 
He recoi ers Fiom Kandahar he pioceeded against Cabool, and expelled Knmian who 
was obliged to take lefuge m Scmde The captuic was the nioie giatilving 
that it enabled him to lecovei Ins son Akbei, now a child of about thtee yenis 
of age Aftei a time Kami an letmned, and a senes of struggles took pi ice, 
dining which thegieatest baibauties weie peipetiatcd on both suit s and Akbei, 
who had again fallen into the enemy s hands, escaped almost mnacuiously afiti 
his uncle had, with savage ciuelty, exposed him to the full Inc of his fathei s 
cannon Kamian was ultimately defeated and obliged agun toilet*, but, by 
the aid of the Usbeks, obtained possession ol Budukshan Thithei Hoonmoon 
followed He was victonous, and leturned in tinunph to Cabool m the end of 
1518 His affan -5 now assumed so piomismg an appeal ancc that lie began to 
talk of attempting the conquest of Tiansoxiana, but lus bad loitune letiuned 
and m a battle with Kamian, who had onco moie taken the field, he sustained 
a total defeat On this occasion he made another of Ins lemui liable escapes A 
soldiei had wounded him and was about to repeat the blow, when he was so 


confounded by the sternness until which Hoomaymon exclaimed, ‘ Mb etch ’ how 
dare you?” that he diopped his arm and let him escape He fled with only 
eleven attendants, while Akbei again fell into his uncle’s hands Anothei turn 


m the wheel of foitune placed Hooinayoon m the ascendent, and Kamran 


became his pusonei The manner m which he disposed of him is a gieat blot 
on his memoiy At fiist he gave lnm a most fiiendly leception, seated him on 
lus right hand, feasted him, shared half of lus slice of watei-melon with him, 
and spent the evening with him m “jollity and caiousmg” In the morning his 
peremptory oiders weie to put out Ins bi othei ’s eyes They wei e executed, 
Kamran exclaiming duimg the agony of the toitrne, “0 Loid, my God' what- 
ever sms I have committed have been amply punished m this woild, have com- 


passion on me m the next” He died soon aftei at Mecca, wheie he had wished 
to end his days 
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In the meantime circumstances in India had become fa\ ourable and Hoom i \Dii 
voon setting out from Cabool m January luoo at the head of 1 o 000 horse 
invaded the Punjab and took Lahore After some del a} lie continued his m irch y<*> 

obliged Sikundur Shah to take refuge among the loner ranges of the Himalaya mTu 

ind made himself master of Delhi and Agra. He had thus regained possession d ' 8T * 
of his capital and a portion of lies on 0 inal territories hut n as not destined lon 0 
to enjoy them His life had hcen the sport of fortune — his death nos to 
resemble it He had only been six months in Delhi and wvs one day ifter n 
walk on the terrace of his library descending by the stair winch was placed on 
the outside and consisted of narrow steps guarded only by a p irapet about a 
foot high Hearing the call to pray cr from the minaret he stopped ns is usual 
repeated his creed and sat down to wait till the muezzin Ind made his round 
Irv rising his staff by which lie was supporting himself slipped and he fell 
headlom, ov er the parapet He w as taken up insensible, and died four day s after 11 <i « 
on the 2otli of January looG at the age of lift} one lie had commenced his 
reign twenty file years before but sixteen of these h id been spent in exile from 
Ins capital 

As Hoomayoons reign reached to the middle of the sixteenth century it 
may be considered as forming the link between medieval and modem India 
It will be proper therefore before continuing the narrative to take a survey 
< f the political condition of India at this period 

In the ru^n of Mahomed foglilak which commenced in 132o almost thermal 
whole of India proper — understanding by that name both Hmdoostnn and the i n 
Deccan — w vs subject to Mahometan sw ay The chief territories not thus subject 
were a Ion 0 narrow tract in the south west of the peninsula the kingdom of 
Orissa consisting of an unexplored and densely wooded region stretching for 
about 500 miles along the coast from tlie Ganges to the Godav ery w ith a medium 
width of about 3o0 miles and Rajpootana in the north west consisting of a 
number of independent chieftainships of which the limits cannot easily be 
assigned, ns they were constantly chnngm 0 in their dimensions accoiding as the 
Mahometan inv aders or the nativ e chiefs gamed the ascendency Before the 
termination of Mahomed f oghlak s reign in 13ol tlie extent of his dominions 
had shrunk exceeding} in consequence of Ins misgov eminent In 1310 Bengal 
threw off its yoke and became an independent kingdom m 1341 tlie example 
was imitated by the Rajilis of Telingana and Camata the former recovering 
Ins capital of Wurungole and the latter establishing a new capital at Byana 0 ur 
on the Toombudra while the Mahometans were obliged to rest satisfied with a 
frontier which extended no farther south than the banks of tlie Krishna and 
no farther east than the meridian of Hyderabad. In 1347 a Hindoo movement 
on a still more extended scale took place and the Mahometans weie driven 
across the Nerbudda. Hassan Gangu the head of this last movement founded 
in the Deccan the extensiv e kingdom of Balimam winch continued to subsist 
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ad 155(1 foi 170 yeais While the Hindoo lajalis lem.uned united, the Mahometans 
stiove in vain to legain what they had lost, and made scaicol\ an\ implosion , 
but when they began again to indulge in internal dissensions, the Mahometans 
again extended then conquests, subdued "Wuiungole, and obtained pos-eomn of 
the countiy between the Kuslina and the Toombudia 
independent In Hmdoostan and the adjoining temtoiies, luiious Kingdoms imhpemh nt 
tiemHm of Delhi weie established Among these, one of the most extensne and (Unable 
doostan was Gujeiat, which, instead of being confined to the tei ntoi \ which bon that 
name, extended ovei Malwah, which w as twice conqueied, and final ly anm*\(d 
to it The Rajpoots of Mewai also lepeatedty bent be hue it, and Camleish 
acknowledged its supremacy Hoom.iyoon occupied it lot a slant tune, but it 
soon lecoveied itself, and was independent at tin* accession of his son Akbei 
Malwah, befoie it fell undei the powei of Gujeiat, had long m untamed a 


sepaiate independence, and foi some time was undei the domination of n Hindoo, 
who, though not the nominal, was \ntunll\ the leal soxeieigu, and filled all the 


Commence 
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lnghest offices with his own conn ti j men Bengal lias been ahe«id\ mentioned, 
and, besides it, Candeish, Jounpooi, Scuule, and Moo] tan wtie .ill independent 
at Alcber’s succession Of the Rajpoot states the most impmtant which weie 
independent at the same period, aie Mewai, lulul bj the Raius of Oder pool, 
though at one time leduced to a kind of wioaluge undei Gujerat Maiwai, 
held by the Rhahtois, who, aftei being dmen out of Canouge, where tlicw had 
eaily estabhshed themselves, letned to the deseit between the table land and 
the Indus, subdued the Juts, the oiigmal inhabitants, and extended then 
dominion over a large temtoiy, tin owing oft a youngei blanch, which aftei w aids 
formed the sepaiate state of Bicaneie — Jessulmeei, wheie the Blmttis h.ul made 
them settlement in the w r estem part of the deseit, at so eaily a pcnod that then 
history is lost m fable — and Ambei, oi Jeypooi, possessed bv the tube of C'.teli- 
waha, who do not figure much in eaily tunes, but hare a pi oof of then impoi- 
tance m the fact that iMcber married then laj all’s daughtei Besides the^e aic 
many minor states m the desert and along the east of the table-land In the 
north, along the slopes of the Himalaya, fiom Cashmeie east to the highlands 
which overlook the delta of the Ganges, all the petty states weie mled by then 
own independent sovereigns 

Such was the state of matteis when Akbei came to the tin one m look 
His long and prosperous leign forms a new 1 - eia in the lnstoiy of India It is 
of importance, howevei, to lemembei that befoie it commenced, nnothei event, 
m winch the future destiny of India wuis moie deeply involved, had occuned 
The xoute to the East by the Cape of Good Hope had been discoieied moie 
than half a century before, and the Portuguese had set the first example of those 
- Huiopean settlements which, imitated and impioved upon, weie aftei w r aids to 
expand, under British eneigy and piowess, into a magnificent empne To this 
gieat event, therefore, weie we now to give our fust attention, we should only be 
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following the outer of tune but some iih mti 0 cs in respect of arrangement will i n im 
begimed by continuing the thread of Mahometan nnmtiu unbroken to the ~ 
conclusion of Vkbers reign I he empire of the Great Mogul almost e\tm 
guished dunn 0 the misfortunes of Hooinai oon will thus be seen not only 
1 e est ibhshcd butrused to i degree of splendour which ltnciei attained btfoic 
ind it will inconsequence lx unnecessary in tracing Luroptan progitss to be 
constantlx turning, aside m order to contemplate the internal changes which 
i ere nt the same tune takin^ place 
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j IvBEIt might be called a child of the desert liming been loin \m* 
iL it Amerkote on the ed 0 t of it on the 14th of Ottobei lo42 
* after Ins pirents with a few ftllowers had tmiersed it ns 
homeless wanderers under almost unparalleled pmations Be 
■ A fore he was n year old he became a captue in the hands of m 
uncle with whom Ins father was at war and while still a mere child was bar 
barously placed m the most exposed po Ition on the ramparts of Cibool which 
wasbesie 0 ed in the malicious expedition that some ball from the cannon oi 
the besiegers would di 
pmc him of life His 
capti\ ity w as afterwards 

repeatedly renewed . v 

but ns if he had been 
reser\ ed for somethin^ 
great he passed un 
h inned in the midst of 
dan 0 er and made many 
hair breadth esc ipes If 
iny tlun 0 had becnw ant- 
ing to confirm the belief 
tint a ln 0 h destiny a 

waited linn it would have been found in the remarkable talents which lie be 0 an 
at an early age to display Swell were the expectations wlucii he had excited 
and flu confidence leposed in him th it he was sent into the Punjab in the com 
mand of an army and gamed distinction on the field of battle At this time 
he must hare been a mere boy for when lus fithei died he was only in Ins 
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ad i 55 G fomteentli yeai When the melancholy tidings 1 cached him he was absent 
on this command The necessaiy steps wcie immediately taken, and he mis 
foi tli with pioclaimed as lawful possessoi of the tin one Thue was no mnl m 
Behram his ow r n family to dispute it with lam, but in Belli am Khan, a Tool Unman who 
ber s mme had stood high in his fatliei s confidence, and also been Ins own tutoi, lit found 
a mimstei who seemed deteimmed to leave him little moie than .1 nominal 
soveieignty Beluams talents weie of the highest oido, and he piobabh 
letamed the powei not foi any tieasonable pui pose, but ineielv bee ui~e he had 
peisuaded himself that the mteiest of his youthful sovereign would theieby be 
most effectually piomoted 

Akbei w r as not the kind of pel son to be long kept in leading stiing^, though 
he had piudence enough not to take airy deeisne step loi the puiposc of e^tap- 
mg fiom tin aldom till he was suie that he would be able to give efieet toil 
At fust, theiefoie, he left Belli nm undistmbed, and uadily consented to all the 
measmes which he leiommended It is pi ol table that m this wav he was a 
consideiable gainei , foi Beluams evpenence was gi eat, and must have done 
much to extucate Akbei fiom the difhculties which encomp issed him .it the 
veiy outset of Ins leign In the Punjab, Sikundm Sni still kept Ins giound, 
AVber s and dedai ed Ins deteimmation to be satisfied with nothing shoit ol the tin one 

danger" 1 Delhi, in Cabool, Jin/a Soliman of Budukshan bad made a sudden in upturn, 
and made himself absolute mastei , and fiom an opposite dnecliou, Ileinoo, the 
talented Hindoo mimstei of the usuipei Adili, was advancing tow aids Agia at 
the head of a poweiful auny Against the last, as the most piessmg d.mgei, 
Belnam and Ins young soveieign immediately took the held It was almost 
too late, foi the Mogul geneials had sustained a sev r eie defeat, and Ilemoo had, 
m consequence, not only captuied Agia, but foiced Ins entiance into Delhi 
The contest now about to be waged woie a veiy ominous aspect foi Akbei 
His army at the utmost musteied only 20,000 lioise, while that of the enemy 
exceeded 100,000 No wondei that many of the officeis uiged an instant ietie.it 
m the dnection of Cabool The mimstei and Ins sovereign stood alone when 
they lesolved to usk the encountei Some addition was made to Akbei s foice 
by the amval of soldieis who had belonged to the defeated detachments, but 
Higunn when the aimies met his was still fai mfenoi mnuinheis The decisive battle 
Tfctorjat was fought neai Pamput, on the 5th of Novembei, 1556 Ilemoo began the 

r.miput action with Ins elephants, and pushed foi wai d with them into Akbei s veiy' 
centie , but these poweiful and unwieldy animals acted as they almost nn aiiabl} 
did when then fiist chaige failed to pioduce a geneial panic Fuiiously attacked 
on all sides by the Moguls, who galled them with lances, anows, and javelms, 
they became umuly, and earned confusion into then own lanks The day was 
thus quickly decided m Akbei s favoui , but Hemoo, mounted on an elephant 
of prodigious size, still biavely continued the action, at the head of 4-000 lioise 
An anow pieiced his eye and he sunk senseless into Ins howdali A few' moments 
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after lining cum to himstlf he plucked out the 'mow winch is said to hue id 1 o 
brought the eve out along with it and in the mulst of this agony had the 
ener D v and presence of mind to attempt his escape b\ brt iking through the u «> m 
enemas line Hf desened to succeed hut unhappih filled and w is taken u a 
prisoner On being brought luck Belli im Khan mged Akber to b ilu tlu 
emied title of Glut y or Clninpion of the I nth by killin D him with his own 
hand He had too mueli spirit to do the executioners ofhcc It would ha\e 
been pie isin 0 to add tint he went a step firther md magnanimously interposed 
bis sovereign authont\ to sivt the Hindoos life Unfortimnti ly he left lum 
to the will of Behram Khan who cut oil" his head it a stioke 

IrnmediateH ifter the \ietor\ Akl»cr inuchtd upon Delln and entered it vkbr 

rty* te 

w ithout oiijwi ltioiL He h id not rem urn d lon o w lien his presence w us nnpera r>en 
tnely required in the Punjab Sikundur Shill iftei defeitmg one of Ins 
b enerals md obh 0 in 0 him to tike rcfu 0 e in I iliore hid \d\ uiced to Kalanore 
On Akber s ipproaeh lie retire 1 to Mmkote and shut himself up in it The 
siege w is iinmednteU commenced and had listed six months w lien Sikundur 
Shall who had been seven ly wounded offered to cnpitnl ite The terms hound 
him to e\ acuate the fort md e i\e his son is m host i 0 e for his future beh u lour 
Akbei was happy to he thus ml ot lus most formidible opponent in Indi i 

Beliram Klim msteid of b ruluilly ietirin b fiom powu is Ins sovereign %m>B» u> 
became more capibleof e\eicismg it begin to presume mori than e\er mins 
seniees md is if Vkbers consent had not 1 teen worth the i kin b pioceeded 
oflnsown aeeoid to pass sentence of de ith and b unshment on individuals whom 
he ie b irded is Ins priv ite enemies One of the persons whom he bimslied was 
Molla Peer Mahomed the km b s ow n preeeptoi and is if to in ike the act me re 
gallin 0 he it once tilled up the office winch he hid thus rendered v icant by 
ippomtin 0 mrthei preceptor m Ins sU ul Akber w is greitly incensed and 
immediately prepared to idopt i lneisure winch it is probable In hid lon b 
meditated 

Havin 0 b one on a huntm b pirty m the b 0 mmn 0 of loGO be received or u 
pretended to li ive lereived i messi o e fiom Delln that his mother w us extremely \ bei 
ill and wished to see him Immediately on an i\m b he issued a jroclunation 
innouncin 0 tint he lnd tiken the b o\ eminent into Ins own lnnd md tint 
m future no eiders hut those issued by Ins uithontv wen to be obiyed 
Lehrun it once saw what w is intended and endenoiued to vvert lus downfill 
by sendin 0 two of lus pnncipal friends to in ike lus sul mission in the luunbhbt 
terms Akber refused to see them md shortly aftei imprisoned them The 
disgraced minister oon found how little he cculd trust to those who hid pio 
fited mostly Ins prosperity and saw lnmself lapidly deserted '\ irious schemes 
passed through lus mind At one tune lie thought of proct eding to M ilw ill and 
settin 0 up in independent so\ ereignty at another of mil ing this experiment 
in Bengal where it mi 0 ht be easy to expel the Afjtuis The prospect in either 
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case, did not seem veiy hopeful, and at last, as if lie had abandoned all tieason- 
able designs, he set out for Gujerat with the avowed intention of talcing 
shipping and making a pilgi image to Mecca Having halted at Nagoie, m the 
hope that the kings lesentment might be witlidiawn, he was deeply moitified 
on receivnig a message which dismissed him fiom office, and oideied him to 
continue his pdgi image without delay The message is said to have been m the 
following teims “Till now 0111 mind has been taken up with oui education 
and the amusements of youth, and it was oui loyal will that you should legulate 
the affans of oui empne But it being oui intention lienceforwaid to govern 
our people by oui own judgment, let oui wellwishei witlidiaw fiom all woildly 
concerns, and, retning to Mecca, fai lemoved fiom the toils of public life, spend 
the lest of Ins days m piayei ” 

It seems that Belli am Khan had been tiavelhng with all the insignia of 
office, foi, on receiving this message, he letuined Ins state elephants, banneis, 
and diums, and set out, shorn of Ins public honouis, foi Gujeiat Suddenly 
a new thought seemed to have stiuclc him, foi, on amvmg at Bicaneie, he 
stopped shoit and letiaced Ins steps to Nagoie Heie he began to collect tioops, 
and gave such decided evidence of tieasonable mtentions, that Alcbei sent a body 
of tioops against him As they appioaclied he letued into the Punjab, and 
openly laised the standaid of levolt He even fought one battle, but lost it, 
and letued into the mountains of Sewalilc Heie the hopelessness of Ins cause, 
and peihaps also lemoise for having engaged m it, combined in deteimmmg him 
to tin ow lnmself on Akbei s meicy He was at once forgiven , and some of the 
leading officers of the couit weie sent to receive him, and conduct him into the 
piesence with every mailc of distinction On entenng the couit he hung Ins 
tiuban lound Ins neck, and, advancing lapidly, tlnew himself m teais at the 
foot of the tin one Akbei, giving him Ins hand, caused him to use, and placed 
lnm m Ins foimei station at the head of the nobles A splendid diess was then 
given lnm , and the king, addiessmg lnm, offered him the choice of a place at 
couit, a piovmcial government, 01 libeity to continue Ins pilgimiao-e with an 
escoit suitable to Ins lank Belli am piefeired the last, and set out foi Mecca 
with a laige letmue and an annual pension of about £5000 Aftei leaching 
Gujeiat, he halted m the subuibs of Puttun, and tinned aside to visit a cele- 
biated spot, called Sahasnak, fiom the thousand temples in its vicinity Having 
lined a boat and a band of musicians, he spent all night on the lake m company 
with Ins fuends As he was letuirrmg m the morning he was accosted by an 
Afghan, who, pietendmg to embiace lnm, chew a daggei and pieiced him to the 
heait It was an act of levenge foi the death of Ins fathei, who had fallen m 
battle by Belnam’s swoicl 

Akbei soon showed that, in taking the government into Ins own hand, he 
had not piesumed too much on Ins own talents While success almost mvaiiably 
attended Ins aims, Ins internal measmes exhibited a model of hbeial and 
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enlightened administration When he succeeded he po sessed little more than a d ism 
the territory around Delhi and Agra together with an imperfect and precarious 
hold of the Punjib Diuin 0 Belli am s r<_ 0 ency Ajmeer w is added to Ins imw 
dominions w ltliout n contest the strong tort of Gwalioi w is captuied and the Jr re 
Afghans w eie dnv cn is 1 ir e ist os Juanpoor nftei being dispossessed of Lucl non K 
ind i lirge tract of country on the Gan 0 cS In loGO shortly aftei the dismissal 
of Behrim Khan Ahber from a desire perhaps to signalize his full assumption 
of the reins of go\ eminent resolved to attempt the conquest of M ilwah 
and with that Mew de patched an arm} under the command of Adam Khan 
Atha. Tlie pnncip ility w is then m the possession of Baz Bahadui who 
kept his court at Sarungpoor where he had become so much the slave of indo 
lence and pleisiuv, that the Moguls were within twenty miles of lus capital 
before he could K, loused to action Even then Ins resistance w as feeble and 
Ins troops having been routed at the first onset he fled for Boorhanpoor leiving 
his property and family b bind These nnm dutcly fell into the hands of 
Vdim Khan He at once disposed of them as if he had been absolute master 
sendin 0 only a few elephants to Akb r w how is so much dissatisfied that he 
set out without del ly to call linn to ac ount Adam Khan if he realty 
entertained treasonable designs found them completely frustrated by Akbei s 
expedition and hastened to make Ins peace He had pteviously by the 
indulgence of unbndled passion been the cau e of an afiectin 0 catastrophe 

One of the inmates of the lurem w is a Hindoo of surpassing beiuty highly At " 1cn! 
accomplished and celebrated as a poetess After endeav ourmg in \ am to resist 
the importunities and \ lolence of Adam Khan she pretended to y leld and fixed 
the hour ol meeting When he arrived it vv is only to behold her corpse 
Immediately after the appointment she lnd retired to her chambei put on her 
most splendid dre^s sprinkled the riche, t perfumes and taken poison Hei 
attendants seeing her lie clown on her couch and cover hei fice with her mantle 
thought she had fallen asleep and did not become aw ire of the real fict till 
on the khans approach they attempted to waken liei 

Akbei returned to Agra and shortly after made Mahomed Khan Atka aw 
governor of the Punjib his prime minister and confeired the government of hi doo 
Malwah on lus old preceptor Petr Mahomed Khan whom Behrim Khan had 
in a fit of jealousy duven into exile In I5G1 while on a v lsit to a celebrated 
shnne in Ajmeer Ahber married the dau 0 hter ot Poorunmul Rajah of Jeypoor 
and enrolled both the rijih and Ins son among the nobles of Ins court This 
is slid to be the first instance in winch a Hindoo chief was ennobled oi placed 
m any position oi high tru t under the gov emment of the Great Mogul Akber 
beioie quittin^ Ajmeer despatched Mirza Shurfudin Hoossein to invest the 
foit ot Merta belon o m 0 to Maldo Pajali of Marwar and then set out for A D ra 
with such expedition that by til mg only six attend ints and travelling without 
interruption he performed the distance of above 200 miles in three days 
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The siege of Meita pioved moie difficult than h<ul been anticipated 1 w o 
of the puncipal Rajpoot chiefs of Maiwai had tlnoivn thcmsehes into it, and 
conducted the defence with so much skill and \aloui that the nm/as opuatmns, 
though earned on with gieat vigom, weie completelj balllcd Altei canning 
mines undei one of the bastions, and making a piacticable bleach, he ad\anced 
to the assault, but wasiepulsed In the moinmg, i\hen he Mas pupating to 
ieneAv the assault he found that in the coui->e of the night the In each had been 
built up Some months had thus passed ai\ a\ a\ hen nant oi pioMsions 
compelled the gainson to capitulate Fa\oui.ible turns A\eu* giAUt, but 
one of the rajahs disdaining to accept of them, collected 300 of Ins followers, 
and, aftei burning wliatevei they could not take Awtli them, inslied out and 
cut then way through the eneim About half the nuuibei uncorded, theiest 
penshed 

The wai with Baa Bahadui, m Halvah still continued, though he Mas at 
last so closely pi essed that he was obliged to seek a iefuge.it Booihanpooi, 
Avithin the limits of Candeish Still hoA\e\ei, he had no thoughts of peace, 
and not only kept the countiy m a constant state ol lcimcnt md ahum b\ fie- 
ijuent inclusions, hut by means of an alliance a\ ith the illicit of Candeish ami 
Beiai, Avas enabled to take the field Avith so jioveiful an aimj that the Moguls 
Aveie obliged to letieat befoie it Peei Mahomed Khan fell back on Bee/\gm , 
Avhen, contiaiy to the advice of bis officers, be lesohed to usk an engagement 
He Avas defeated, and lost his life m attempting to cioss the Neilnidda, a\1h1c 
Baz Bahadui continued the pui suit as fai ns Agia, and once moie became mastei 
of all Mai Avail m 1561 His tnumpli aams sboi t-lived, foi the govei noi of K.ilpee, 
being appointed to the command, expelled lmn a second tune, and obliged lnm 
to flee to the mountains 

One of the gieatest difficulties Avith avIucIi Akbei had to contend, .nose fiom 
uvaliy and stufe among Ins leading officeis Mahomed Khan Atka, a\1io had 
been appointed mmistei at Delhi Avith the title of Slialub u-din, a\ as high in 
favoui at couit Foi this lie av.i-s hated by Adam Khan Khoka, a\1io endea- 
A'ouied to undeimme him, and foi tins pui pose had lecomse to intimites, a\ Inch 
only issued m Ins own disgiace He detei mined on ieA T enge, and one day, a\ bile 
tlie mmistei was sitting m the ball of audience leading the Koian, enteied .uid 
saluted lmn The mmistei continued, as aams usual m such cncumstances, to 
lead on without taking any notice of Ins entiance, and Adam Khan, whethei 
fiom momentaiy impulse oi piemeditation, diew his daggei and stabbed him 
to the heai t Akbei was sleeping m one of the innei apaitments, and, healing 
the noise and ascei taming the cause, lushed out m his sleeping diess Tlieie 
lay the mmistei weltering m his blood, Avlnle the nnudeiei stood, as if stupified 
by lus oavii atiocity, on an adjoining ten ace Akbei s fiist impulse was to 
diaiv Ins swoicl and put lnm to death, but, recollecting himself, he letmned 
the SAvoid to its scabbaid Adam Khan took adismtage of the mtei val to clasp 
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the kings hand and be 0 foi meiy) hut he shook him off m dis 0 u.st and ordeied a iTi 01 
Ins attendants to do summary justice b} fiingin 0 lum ov er the parapet 

About this time Akber himself nairowl} escaped axsas. ination A fimom nw 
chief of Turkestan called Sluva Slmrf u dm Hooxsein arming fiom I ahore at e ^ are * t “ 
Agra was receiv ed at court with great distinction but shortly ifter bun D 
suspected of tacasonable dcsi Q ns fled to Ajmeer and went into lebellion On 
tliead\anccnf the rO)a\ arm} he rctreitcd to the fiontiers of Gujei it Out 
of Ins retuners who happened to bt in the neighboinhood of Delhi when the 
ro} d retinue was pis. along the road joined it and looking upwards fixed 
an irrow m his bow md pointed it tow ard the skv as if lie w ere goin., to shoot 
at someobjtct in the air The attendant* tlnnhin 0 hewasaimin 0 at x hud 
did not interfere and In had time to lowti the how and lodge the anow deep 
in the fltsh of Akber s shouldei The assassin mis nmnediatel} cut to pieces 

and the arrow was with some diflicult} extracted Hit wound though deep 
did not prove serious and healed o\er in about ten da}s 

Sliortl} after Akber set out from Agra on a hunting excursion 1 Ins w as Ins u wk 
ostensible object but lus real design was to nq in the bud an insurrection which ** U 
was meditited b> Abdollali Khan Usbek the governor of Maluale He accord 
in 0 l} turned suddenly aside and in spiti of the rani} season in ide an incursion 
into that province He hid onl} rexclied Oojein when Abdollah Ivlian takm 0 
guilt to himself marched ofF with his foices and tit a nre foi Gujerat Akhei 
cluvalrousl} pursued with a small bod) of hor e but met w ith so much opposi 
tion that he was obliged to fill bick in Mnndo Hie anno}ance exused b} this 
Usbek was sxid to hive given Akber x rooted dislike to the whole race and it 
was generill) rumoured that he meant to seize mid nnpri on all the Usbek chiefs 
The consequence was a to eneral Usbek revolt In a shoit time the insurgents 
mustertd 40 000 hor e with which the} ravaged the territories of Berar and 
Juanpoor One of the leaders of the revolt was Asuf Khan H< ro} governor 
of Kum Shortl} aftei Ins appointment he obtained permission to subdue x 
countr} called Gurrah which w xs xt the time governed b} Dooi 0 awutt) a rxnee 
or Hindoo queen as celebiated for bexut} xsfoi abilit} The aggression appears 
to have been unprincipled for the only reason assi ned for it is that Asuf Ivhxn 
had heard of the riches of Gurrali After sev er xl predxtorv excursions lie in\ xded 
lb with a force of xbout CO 00 hor e and infxntrv The queen opposed him with 
an army of 8000 horse and foot and 1 oOO elepli xnts Hie battle vv xs sangum iry 
and well contested till the queen who was mounted on an elephant was stmcl 
bj an arrow m the eye and disabled from giving orders Determined not to fill d ti i 
into the hands of the enemy she pluckf d a dagger from the gndle of her elephant d ^pa- 
driver and stabbed herself Her capital was immedixtel} tat en b} storm md w tt> 
her infant son trampled to death Asuf Ivlian obtained in immense booty m 
gold and jewels but sent only a small part to the royal treasur} and was thus 
able on joimn o the revolt to add largely to its pecuniar} resources 
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AD 15GB Akbei, finding that little pi ogress was made by Ins officeis m suppressing 
the revolt, determined to take the field m peison A fevei, with which he was 
c -impugn seized, obliged lnm to letuin to Agia, where he lemamed till April, 1566, and 
i/sbe'vs then lesumed the campaign Taking a select body of lioise, he proceeded by a 
forced march towaid Lucknow, m the hope of surprising Sikundui Khan, but 
that rebel chief, having received warning, evacuated the place and joined his 
confederates Seveial of these, woiked upon by emissaries from Alcbei, who 
always displayed gieat clextenty m breaking up any confederacy foimed against 
him, abandoned the cause as hopeless, and made then submission , but a formid- 
able opposition was still offered by Bahadur Khan Seestany, who, aftei crossmg 
the Jumna and laismg disturbances m the Doab, encountered the royalist 
geneial, Meer Moiz ool Moolk, in the open field The loyalists weie at fiist 
successful, and, in the full confidence of victoi} 7- , commenced the puisuit without 
observing any older Bahadur Khan immediately seized the advantage, and 
changed his defeat into a victoiy, so complete that Akbei s fiist tidings of the 
lesult were received from Meei Moiz himself, who nevei halted m his flight till 


he joined him at Canouge, with the wieck of Ins aimy 

a serious The loss was greatly aggravated by its mdnect effects — some of the confed- 

reverse 

repaired erates, who liad made their submission, conceiving new hopes, and again joining 
the levolt Among these was Khan Zuman, who immediately occupied Gliazi- 
pooi and the adjoining country Akbei set out against him with all expedition, 
but Bahadur Khan, taking advantage of his absence, advanced to Juanpoor and 
--captuied it by escalade This disastei seeming the more senous of the two, 
Akbei retraced his steps, and, by the junction of foices from the loyal piovmces, 
was soon at the head of an army strong enough to ciusli the lebellion Baliadui 
Khan accordingly evacuated Juanpooi and fled towaid Benaies, from which he 
sent an offer of submission The offer was accepted, foi all Alcbei ’s leanings 
weie to the generous side, but on this occasion his leniency was earned to an 
extieme When the king, aftei having given his loyal woid of paidon, oideied 
lnm and his biothei Khan Zuman to appeal at couit, the lattei answeied “that 
shame foi Ins past offences alone pi evented him fiom appealing in the piesence 
tdl time should have convinced his majesty of Ins loyalty, but that when the 
lung should letuin to Agia, both he and his bi other Bahadur Khan would, at a 
future time, pay their lespects” Theie was no smcenty m these woids, foi the 
bi others weie only endeavounng to gam time, and took the fiist opportunity of 
1 evolting and seizing upon Gurrali 


The next quarter to which Akbei ’s attention was specially called was Cabool 
Xt was in the hands of his half-biothei, Mahomed Hakim Muza, who was 
threatened by Suliman Mnza, chief of Budukshan, and sent a message to Akbei, 
earnestly soliciting his aid A strong reinfoi cement was accordingly sent, but 
before it arrived the struggle was over Suliman Muza had made good his 
threat by attacking Cabool, and Mahomed Hakim Muza had been compelled 
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to evacuate it In lus retreat lie tool tlie direction of the Indus and was imoe 
ungrateful enou 0 h to ende i\ our to compensate himself for the loss of Cahool by 
seizin 0 upon Lahore Uns he was more reidily tempted to do because he 
believed that Akber s hands vert fully occupied in the eastern provinces bj the 
Usbeks, The attempt upon Lahore was made and though it filled appear ' t rt 
ances were so alarming that Ahber postponed a projected expedition against the un. ro 
Usbeks in the Doab and m hi ov ember 15 GG directed bis march into the df ' 
Punjab In the dead of the night "Mahomed Haknn Mirza w as ivv ikened b\ 
the noise of drums and trumpets and callm 0 to ask avliat it meant was told 
that the citizens of Lahore were manifesting their joy at the intelligence the\ 
had received of Akber s approach. W ltliout waiting to learn more lie mounted 
lus steed m the utmost alarm and takin 0 his cavalrv along with him was off 
on the instant for C ibool Fortune vv vs far more favourable to him than lie 
deserved for on imvm 0 he found that lus enemy Sulnnan Muza, had retired 
to Budukslian for the winter leaving Cabool very imperfectly defended The 
consequence was that he recovered it as quickly as he had lost it 

The absence of Akber m the Pnnjib was no sooner known to the Usbeks r ogr<** r 
than they put themselves in motion tool Canouge and Otule md extended re v it 
their conquests in all directions He therefore hastened back to A„ra and 
having collected lus troops set out for Junnpoor Klmn Zuman Khan when 
tins stirtling intelligence reached him was enga 0 ed in lxyin^ siege to the fort 
of Sheergur He immediately raised it and with Ins brother Bahadur Khan 
Sef stany who was besieging Kurro crossed the Ganges in full retreat to Malwah" 
intending either to join eoine insurgents who had appeared m that province 
or to form an alliance with the kings of the Deccan Akber fully alive to the 
magnitude of the danger which thus threatened determined if possible to 
overtake lnm Such was lus haste that on arm at the fern of Muneepoor 
and finding no boats in readiness he mounted lus elephant and plun D ed into the 
stream One hundred of Ins body guard imitated bis example and though 
the water was then ln 0 h they nil reached the opposite bank in safety At the 
head of this small party Akber proceeded and bad actually come m si 0 ht of the 
enemy s ramp before he w vs reinforced by the gam son from Kurra 

The enemy nev er imagining that Akber would v enture to cross w ithout lus it v 
army felt perfectly secure and had accordin 0 ly passed the night in ftstmty 
They were first brought to tlieir senses bv the ominous sound of the royal 
nul ara or kettle drum Though completely surprised they w ere so superior in 
numbers that the contest was for some time doubtful and Akber was in b ieat 
personal danger but Ins elephants advancing rapidly into the midst of the 
confused mass left the enemy no time to rally Khan Zuman while endeav 0111 
mg to extract an arrow winch had w ounded him fell with Ins horse and w as 
trampled to death by an elephant His brother Bahadur Khan was taken 
prisoner and on being brought before the king who asked him what injurv he 
Vol I 17 
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had sustained to justify linn in again chawing the vwoul, simply lephed, “ Pi ruse 
be to God that he has lescucd me once moie to see yom majesty’s countenance” 
This impudent hypocnsy had saved him on afoimei occasion, but it nov pio\ed 
unavailing, foi some of the officer, afiaid peihaps of a lcncwal of the kings 
ill-judged leniency, put lum to death without oideis The lesolt of the Usbehs 
being now consideied at an end, Akbei letumed to Agia m Juh, 1 10/ 

Akbei next maiched against Rana Oody Sing, vho had hithcito icfuscd to 
acknowledge the Mogul supiemacy lie immediately dnected his stcjis against 
Chittooi, m Rajpootana The lana cputted it beloie his annal, and ictncd 
into the mountains, but left it amply pi ovisioncd and stiongly gain soiled by 
8000 Rajpoots It was immediate^ imested bv Akbei, vhose ippioaches aie 
said to have been made in the most scientific inannci, m the mode leconnnended 
by Vauban, and piactisecl by the best engtnceisof modem tunes Aftei aiming 
neax the walls by means of zigzag tienches and stalled gabions, tv o mines 
weie earned unclei bastions, filled with gunpowdei, and filed r l'lie stoiming 
paity advanced, and, finding a practicable bieacli, diwded, with the aiev ot 
entering both bleaches at once Fiom some cause only one ot the mines had 
exploded, and the second division was close upon the othei when the second 
explosion took place, and 500 of the Moguls veie blown into the an The 
consequence was, that both attacks failed 

Akbei s spmt generally lose with the difficulties he encounteied, and he 
immediately began to mn new mmes and canyon othei woiks One e\en- 
mg while they were m piogiess, he peiceivcd Jagmul, the go\ emoi, sujiei in- 
tending the lepan of the breaches by toich-light Seizing a matchlock fiom 
one of Ins attendants, he filed with so sure an aim as to lodge the ball m 
Jagmul s forehead The gainson weie at once seized with clespaii, and electing 
a funeral pile foi the dead body of then chief, burned then wives and childien 
along with it Akber, aware of what was going on, oideied lus men foi waul to 
the bleaches undei the cover of night Not a soul appeared, and they enteied 
the foi t without opposition The Rajpoots had letned to then temples, and 
tlieie, disdaining to accept of quaitei, penslied to a man 

Alcbei s children had lntheito died, but m 1569, shoitly aftei lie had made 
a pilgnmage to a celebiated sluine at Ajrneei, and paid a visit to Sheikh Selim 
Clnslity, m the village of Sikia, lus favounte sultana gave bnth to Ins son 
Selim In the following year anothei son, whom he called Miuad, was bom to 
him As both buths had taken place m the milage of Sikia, he lemuded it as a 
paiticularly piopitious spot, and selected it as the site of a city, which at a latei 
period received the name of Futtipoor 


Gujeiat had long been tom by intestine factions, and also become a common 
asylum for all the chiefs who had nsen m rebellion against Akber’s government 
Having theiefore resolved to march against it m person, he set out in Septem- 
ber, 1572 Puttun and Ahmedabad fell into his hands without a blow At 
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ad 1173 found Ins camp stoimed, and Ins In other Musaood Jloo'-scm a ^>1 i-^oiu i lie 
lesolved to letneve the day 01 polish, and made mail} dispuati oiwls, hid 
bemg lepulsed at eveiy point, desisted, and fled to Moult in Hi ie, nlt< i hung 
seveiely wounded and taken pusonei hy a Below lice, lie Mas d< hien d up to tin 
goveinoi of Mooltan, who shoitlyaftu heheadid him d 1 is lu id Mas sent to 
Agia, and hy Akbei’s oidei placed ahme oik of its gates 
Nevi tioubles In July, 1573, the afians of Gnjuat Mile again tlnoMii into dnoidu b\ 

mG«j nt ^ ie umon 0 £ one 0 f its foimei clnels Mitli Mahonud lloussiin Mii/a r l In 

confederates, aftei ovemmnmg seeei.il distnets, filt stiong enough to attunpt 
the siege of Ahmedabad The presence of Akboi sunnd .ihoiluti h ni<<--it\, 
but a formidable obstade Mas in the n.i} Tin rain\ si wm had i oinuu m ed, 
and the march of a laige aim} nas nnpi acf.it. iblt In these cm imisf un e- In 
made one of those decisive mo\ ements foi m Inch he had huonn iamoiis Sending 
oft* a body of 2000 chosen home, lie lolloMed rapulK Mitli a retiiun o( 300 
peisons, chiefly nobles, mounted on cunels and ariompinitd !»} led hur-t^ 
Having come up with the mam bud} .it Puttun he found th it his nlinle foit'e 
musteied 3000 Without halting he set loiwuid foi Alum dab id, nlnle a sudt 
messengei lustened befoie to make the g.uuson .im in of his apjnoieh The 
enemy fiist learned it hy the sound of his dium, and though istouished ahme 
measme, piepared foi action Beating 5000 home to m il< h the gates and pu 
vent a sally, Mahomed set out m ith 7000 home Akhei at (imt Minted in the 
expectation that the gamson would join him, but on h .lining Unit this v as not 
to be expected, he ciossed the livei and diow up on the jil.un The battle m.is 
fieicely contested, and was not decided till the king, Mitli his hod} -guard ot 100 
men, made an attack in flank on Mahomed, uho, losing all pi e-'eiice of mmd, 
turned his back and fled The rout now became general Mahomed, Mounded 
m the face and mounted on a hoise winch bad also been Mounded, attempted to 
leap a hedge, but both fell, and lie urns made pnsonei Seveial persons hi} mg 
claim to the honour of the captuie, Akbei put the question to himself- — “ Who 
took you? ’ Mahomed, holding down Ins head, lepbed, “ Nobody The cume 
of mgiatitude overtook me” He spoke tiuth, and paid the penalty, foi befoie 
Akber had given any ordeis respecting lnm, Rajah Ray Sing, m whose charge 
he had been left, put him to death The siege of Ahmedabad m.is immediately 
laised, and Akhei entered it m tnumph 

Revolt m In the course of this year Daevood Khan, son of Suhman Knanv nflei of 
Bengal, took up arms Moonyim Khan, sent by Akhei against him, defeated 
him m seveial actions, and compelled lnm to sign a treaty Akhei, diMiknif 
tlie terms, refused to ratify it, and insisted that Daavood Khan should eithei he 
expelled oi obliged to pay tnbute He piomised the lattei, but it was meiely 
to gam time, and as soon as he thought himself stiong enough, he lesumecl 
hostilities Moonynn Khan again defeated him, took Ins fleet of boats, and, 
after crossing the Ganges, laid siege to Patna Akbei, thinking his piesence 
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lequired left Igi i m the middle of the runs and set out with as man} troops \ u is # 
os could be embarked in 1000 boats. On arriving within a few miles of Patna 
lie had the satisf iction to learn tint m consequence of Moon} nn s success it was 
on. the point of being evacuated Hajeepoor on the opposite side of the Ganges 
also yielded without resistance Dawood Khan thus defeated at all points r 11 
w ished to make terms but Akber insisted on his unconditional submission at 
the same time observing to Ins messenger Tell Dawood Khan I have a thou 
sand men m in} arm} as good as he and if he is disposed to put the point to 
issue in single combat I will ui}self meet him Dawood Khan had no idea of 
this manner of setting the contest and made a precipitate 1 etreat to Beugal 
In the pursuit 400 of lus elephants w ere tal cn A1 her now returned to Agra 
and Moonvim Khan continuing to prosecute the subjugation of Bcn 0 al obliged 
Dawood Kb an to 
take refuge m 
Orissa Ultnnatel} 
be was overtaken 
on the shores of the 
Ba} of Bengal and 
obliged to submit 
The terms were 
that he should re 
hnquish all p re ten 
sions to Ben 0 al and 
Behar but retain 
Ons-sa and Cuttack. 

Mnon}im Khan was 
appointed gov emor 

of Bengil and removed the seat of government from Khowaspoor Tanda to 
Goor which had been the capital till it was abandoned on account of its in 
salubnt} He bad better have left matters as he found them foi he soon 
fell a victim to the climate and was succeeded by Hoossein Ivooll} Klian a 
Toorkoman who bore the title of Khan Jthan 

Befoie Hoossein Ivooll} Khan had taken actual possession of Ins government r 
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Dawood Khan, having leagued with seveial Afghan clnefs, appealed at the Jiead 
of 50,000 hoise, and letoolc the gieatei pait of Bengal His possession, howevei, 
was only niomentaiy, foi, in a hattle fought shoitly aftei, lie was defeated, 
taken pnsonei, and put to death The limu lection was still headed by some 
Af ghan chiefs, and seveial sangumaiy battles weie fought, but ultimately the 
Moguls pioved eveiywlieie tnumphant The foit of Bliotas, m Behai, v Inch 
had lono held out, was obhged to sunendei , and Bengal and Behai veie 
formally mcoipoiated with the enipne of the Gieat Mogul, though they both 
continued to be, fiom time to time, the seats of formidable msui lections 
These had lutheito foi the most pait ongmated vith Afghans, v, ho had fled 
thither when the Afghan dynasty was dinen fiom the tin one of Della, but 
when then hostility had ceased to be formidable, the Mogul chiefs themseh es 
began to give consideiable tiouble, fast cjuaiielhng v, ith Akbei s financial 
anangements, and then making open v ai by appealing m the field in 1 579, 
with an aimy of 30,000 men Aftei an intestine vai, v Inch the Afghans again 
endeavouied to turn to account, tianquillity v, as lestoied 

While Akbei ’s ofliceis weie thus occupied m Bengal, he was lamself obliged 
to march to the noi tli- westei n piovmces, in consequence of a new attempt by 
Ins half-biothei, Mahomed Hakim Mil za, to make himself mas tei of pait of the 
Punjab Mahomed had advanced as fai as Lalioie and laid siege to it, when the 
ainval of Akbei at Snlund disconceited all his schemes, and he hastened back 
to Cabool He had so often betoie escaped in the same way, that Akbei detei- 
mmed not to let lnm off so easily, and after ciossmg the Indus, continued Ins 
march upon Cabool itself, which he entered m tiiumph m 1579 Mahomed was 
now at his meicy, but, on making his submission, received moie favourable 
terms than he deseived, and was left in possession of Ins capital, while the loyal 
aimy set out on its return On this occasion Akber built the foit of Attock, a 
short time after he bruit the foit of Allahabad, at the junction of the Jumna 
and Ganges 

After Moozuffui Shah, the foimei lulei of Gujeiat, had been forced to 
abdicate, he was taken to Agia, and so fai ingratiated lnmself with Akbei that 
he was presented with an extensive domain, and allowed to leside upon it He 
seemed satisfied, but m 15S1, when new tioubles aiose m Gujeiat, he was 
woiked upon by some of the msui gents, and suddenly quitted Hmdoostan foi 
the purpose of attempting to lecovei his lost tlnone Thus headed, the msui- 
lection soon became foinndable, and the 103 ml generals weie obliged to letreat 
noithwaids to Puttun, leaving Moozuffui m possession of Alimedabad, Baroach, 
and nearly the whole of the piovmce An aimy, sent undei Muza Khan, son 
of the late Belnam Khan, recoveied a large poition of what had been lost, but 
Moozuffui, letnmg into the more inaccessible parts of the peninsula, maintained 
lmnself m a kind of independence foi seveial years 

In 1585, Mahomed Hakim Mnza having died, Akbei immediately set out 
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to take possession of Cabool In tins he found no difficult} but lie immediately adi r 
after undertook another task which brought him into collision with tribes of a 
more warlike character than he had previously encountered and c died for lus vkber’ 
utmost skill and prowess Cashmere with its beautiful valley tempted his ct i 
ambition and he resolved to make a conquest of it I lie circumstances were m dC h 
favourable for dissensions had broken out in the reigning family and the whole 
kingdom was tom asunder by contending factions. But the ficilities for con 
quest thus afforded were greatly counteracted by the phy sical features of the 
country It lies embosomed among lofty mountain chains and is accessible 
only through perilous passes At first Akber then at Attock, was contented to 
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send forwaid a detachment of his army It succeeded m penetrating through a 
pass which had not been guarded but a threatened w ant of prov i&vons and the 
sudden SPttin 0 in of winter with a heavy fall of snow so intimidated the officers 
in command that they hastily concluded a treaty by which Cashmere nominally 
acknowledged the Mogul supremacy but was left in ev ery other respect in full 
possession of its former independence 

This treaty was utterly at variance with Akber s views and he therefore caehm 
not only refused to ratify it but in the following year (1587) sent a second 
invading army the commander of which by dexterously availing himself of the 
intestine dissensions was admitted witlnn the passes without a struggle and 
afterwards made an easy conquest The hin e having been captured was 
enrolled among the nobles of Delhi and sent to live on a domain assigned him 
m Beliar Cashmere robbed of its independence which it bad maintained for 
nearly 1000 years became mereh a Mo 0 ul province 

The struggles in tins quarter were not vet over for Akber s ambition c mp ~n 
extended to the subjugation not merely of Cashmere but of the Afghan 
mountain districts which encircle the plain of Peshawer The most powerful y dR 1 
of the Afghan tribes in this direction were the Yoosoofzyes or Eusofzeis who 
possessed the northern part of the Peshawer plain and the mountain terraces 
which nse abov e it and stretch back to the snowy ridges of the Hindoo Koosh 
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ad 1501 The Mogul aimy employed m the expedition against this Afghan tube was 
co mm anded by Zem Khan Koka, who allowed himself to be completely defeated, 
and had great difficulty m reaching the royal camp at Attock Rajah Beeibul, 

a special favouiite of Akbei, penshed on this 
occasion, and the monaich had thus to enduie, 
not meiely the mollification of defeat, but the 
deep gnef, winch he could not but feel, at the 
loss of one of his most valued fuends The 
Yoosoofzyes, having failed to impiove then 
victory, weie ultimately obliged to make some 
sort of submission, which appeals to have been 
moie foimal than leal The Roshnyes 01 Rooslie- 
mas, another of the mountain tnbes, headed by 
a leadei of the name of Jelala, made a still moie 
valiant defence, but weie also at last obliged to 
submit While this Afghan contest was being 
waged, Akbei was extendmg and consolidating 
his empne m other dnections Taking advan- 
tage of dissensions in Scmde, he in 1591 sent 
Mnza Khan with an mvadmg army from Lahore, 
to enter it from the noith, and lay siege to the 
fort of Sehwan Mnza Jany Beg, then ruling 
scmde mide in Scmde, advanced -with a numerous army and a tram of artillery After 
province amvmg within twelve miles of the Mogul camp, he sent forward 100 boats 
filled with artillery- 
men and archers, 
to make an attack 
Mirza Khan had 
only twenty - five 
boats at command, 
but, taking advan- 
tage of the night, 
came upon the ene- 
my by suipnse, and 
compelled him to a 
precipitate flight 
Mirza Jany Beg be- 
came, m future, 
moie cautious, and 
having brought 

down his whole fleet, landed on a swampy giound, which, at high water, became 
inaccessible Heie he successfully resisted all attempts to dislodge him, and 
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at the same time vv hile he kept his own communications open so interrupted \ d isn 
those of the Moguls th\t thej were unable to obtain the necessary supplies In 
these circumstances Mirza Khan had no altemati\e but to div ide his armj 
tal ing part of it to Tatta while the rem under continued the sieg( Mirza 
Jany Beg thus tempted to assume the offensive lost the ad\antages of lus 
position and was finally caught in a trap winch compelled lnm to accept of 
an} terms of peace that the Moguls chose to dictate His kingdom became a 
Mogul provmce and he himself exchanged lus position as a 1 mg for that if Th first 
an officer in tile Mogul service In tins war he is said to ha\e employed some P y 
Portuguese soldiers and to lm e had 200 natives dressed as Eui opeans These 
may be regarded as the first Sepojs in India 

It has been mentioned how Hoomaj oon Akber s father after obtaining k a h 
military aid from the Shah of Persia on condition of mal mg the conque t r m p wi» 
of Kandahar and ceding it to that monarch refused to fulfil lus agreement 
and kept the conquest to himself Internal troubles prevented the shah fiom 
resenting the injustice at the time but the circumstances afterwards became 
favourable and Kandahar passed to 1 ersia shortly after Akber s accession. It 
remained in tins position till 1594 when Vkber turning the Pei si an dissensions 
to account was able to make himself master both of the tou n and territory 
without bem 0 obliged to stnke a blow the Persian prince who held the fort 
being contented to exchange Ins possession for the gov eminent of Mooltan and 
a command m the Mogul army 

In the whole of India north of the Nerbudda Mogul supremacy was now am* u 
completely established It was otherwise m the Dei can and to it therefore P th y 
Akber s attention was now earnestly turned In 1586 he had availed himself of Decc 
an opportunity to interfere m the internal concerns of Ahmednuggur and had 
endeavoured though without success to aid a claimant in obtaining the throne 
In lo90 he had recourse to a much more formal proceeding and bent ambassa, 
dors to four different courts — Asseer and Boorhanpoor Ahmednuggur Bejapoor 
and Bhagna 0 ur the modem Hyderabad — demanding an acknowledgment of 
lus supremacy When a common refusal was given he only received the answer 
winch he had anticipated and for which he was prepaied For the avowed 
purpose of reducing them to subjection Mirza Khan was immediately sent 
south with an army He proceeded first to Mando Meanwhile a messenger 
had arrived fiom Boorhan King of Ahmednuggur who had lived for some time 
in exile at Akber s court announcing his entne submission. His death having 
taken place shortly after m 1594 and his son and successoi having fallen in 
battle a disputed succession took place and the minister who favoured the 
claim of a boy of the name of Ahmed applied for assistance to Akber s son 
Pnnce Murad Mirza then in Gujerat The prince by Ins fathers orders 
immediately put his armv m motion and marched for the Deccan taking the 
direction of Ahmednuggur 
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The minister Mee.m Munj.i, who called m this foieign aid, ha l i< pi nt< d of 
the step, and theidoie piepaied to meet the pnnce as if he had conn not as an 
ally, but as an enemy lining pimisioned and othei wise pupaud Foi the 
defence of Ahmednuggm, he g.i\ e the command ot it to the Punu^ Ch.md 
Beehy, who had been queen and dowagei-iegtnl ol the ncighboutmg kingdom 
of Bejapooi, and m.uehed towaid the Beqapooi fiontni with the* it maindci 
of the aimy Pnnce Minad Mil /a and Mu /a Khan haling united tin n ioics, 
met the alteied cncumstances 1>) lading aside then ostensible chain* In as 
auxilianes, and assuming that ot pimupals m the wai 

Chand Beeby, equally piepaied to acL hei jiait and when the Mogul » opem d 
the siege of Ahmeduuggm, made a most lesolute dt fence, lounb iwoikmg tin n 
mines, supei intending the lepamng of bi cache-', and ofu n making lit i appli- 
ance, swoid m hand, to animate the gamson wlun tin n sjmitsh'gan to fail Not 
contented with thus lcsistmg m the foit she enteied into cm ii**q>ondtui e with 
the neighbouung king-,, and, bj \i\id disc upturn of tie* tounnon dang»i b\ 
winch the) r weie tin eatened, succeeded m foinung a (nnf* dun* \ which h \ led 
a pow'eiful Aimy foi the pmpoie of ads anting to hi 1 idiot r J he Moguls an -nous 
to effect a captui e befoie this <um> could am\e, find then Mine-., whnli bit v 
up about eighty feet of the wall, and tin ess tlu gauison into sui h eonsti l nation 
that they would have given up the place had not Chand Beebs, appealing 
among them with a ved on hei face and a naked swoid in hei hand immited 
them to new exertions She caused guns to be hi ought to beai on the as-Hid- 
ants, and stones to be bulled upon them, so that the ditch w as filled w ith then 
dead Dunng the night she stood by the hi each, supei intending the woikmen, 
and did not depait till she had seen it built up to such a height as to he no 
longer piaeticable It was now the turn of the Moguls to he disheai tened , 
and Pimce Miu ad was glad to conclude a peace winch left Ahmednuggin and 
its dependencies entire in the hands of its native soveieign, and onl\' lequued 
him to lenounce some obsolete oi unavailable claim on the tin one of Beiai 

No sooner was tins tieaty latified than the dissensions among the pnnees of 
the Deccan, which had only been suspended by a common dangei , again hi oke out 
Among other follies, they voluntanly assumed the offensive against the Gieat 
Mogul, and, m the very face of then lecent engagement, maiched a hostile foice 
into Beiar Akbei had thus only too good giound foi mteifeung, mil he 
accoidmgly resolved, m 1599, to take the field m peison Oue cause of this 
resolution is said to have been the desne to diveit Ins thoughts, and lighten the 
gnef which he felt foi the loss of his second son, Pnnce Mm ad, who had died 
of a sudden illness Another caie weighing heavily upon him was the miscon- 
duct of Ins eldest son, Pnnce Selim He had fonnally appointed lnm Ins suc- 
cessor and treated him with the utmost indulgence, hut met with a most 
ungiateful letuin The prince had become the slave of intoxication, and under 
its influence was burned into seveial dimes One of these w r as tieason, which 
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lie carnet! so fir that it hal assume 1 th form of ojh.ii revolt from which how m iro 
ever Focoml and latter thoughts nuluc <1 him to desist Another crime which 
stuns his memory is the share Ik hal in the murder of Abulfa?! who 
lnd lon^ Iwcn lits fathers fivountc minister mid is still eclcbruted ns the Ins 
tomn of his reigu Vbulfi/l w is returning from the Deccan when he fill into \«w.iut- 
nn nmbu code which \nrsin e Deo Ilajih of Orcln in Bundelcimd had Hid f r v , 
him nt the instigation of Prince Selim mid fell ti^litin^ a ihantU Had Yklier 
been nw ire of the share winch his Ron had in this ntn*city lu would probahlv 
Ime taken effectual stops t> dismlnnt him sina without this ndditnnd 
n 0 gravation tin tilings so affect 1 him that he wept bitterly mid passed tw 
days mid iu B hts without sleep I Ins first pnm'cvsm o\er he \owed rcvtngt 
and took it by mflictm e on Naron^ Deo and nil Ins rice wuntus of which Ins 
reign hnppdv affords few examples. 

In the south Yklier s nsud good fortune had attended him his arms though \k»— 
not uniformly were so general l) Fucces fid tint most of the princes hastened to j""}*** 
make their submission mid lie returned to Ygm in 1G02 ro satisfied with the 
result that m a proclamation which lu is ued he assumed m addition to Ins 
other titles tint of Prince of the Deccan \\ hilc thus at the head of n mighty 
empire of which he lnl himself kin the limn architect and surrounded by a 
nngnificc ncc which few if any sovcni^ns ln\e cur equalled Aklxr in his 
dcclmm B years was far from happy lie had scarcely 'Ceased to mourn for his 
second son when lus third son rnnccDinicl whose marnn 0 e m IGOt he hnd 
celebrated with great festivities died w ithin a tw cl\ einonth the victim of his 
own drunken h ibits Blit Ins sorrow for tin d<ad iminl*crsof his family was nu iom»u 
not so de tresstn 0 as tlie slnme and n 0 «>ny pro<luccd by the misconduct of the 
1imii 0 Selim his only Rurvivm 0 son niul destined sucecsor after a \ romisc of 
refonn hid Runk deeper thm c\er in his Mciom courses actin^ habitually with 
the caprice of n mulinan and the cruelty of a tyrant A qu trial with Ins own 
son Ivhosroo lnd such nu elfect on tint youth h mother that she destroyed hci 
self by poison Yklur who hul through lifu manifested the gre ite st decision 
seems now to have hesitlttd as to his futun arrangements. He shuddered nt 
the thought of bun 0 Huctcedtd by Selim and yet in Khosroo Selims eldest son 
he beheld the very passions which dis 0 mced Selim himself There w is a third 
son Khumm He hul entwined hnnsclf around the heart of his gmndfither 
but the fearful consequences of u disputed succession nppe u to h iv e deterre 1 
him from maktn 0 any destination in Ins fivour Vnnd these distres. in e tmlx 
and perplexities lus health lagan visibly to give v\ ly mid after an illness 
during the lest ten days of which lie was confined to hod and employed much 
of lus tunc in giving good counsels to Ins son lu expued on the lJth of m a ti 
October lGGj Of the sixty four years of his life fifty one lmd been spent on 
the tin one He was buried near Agra in a tomb consisting of n olid pyTatmd 
surrounded by cloisters galleries and domes and of such immense dimensions 
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British, a whole Euiopcnn legnnent of iliagoons v-ns quaitued m it 
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Akhei is descubed as of a manly, athletic, and handsome foim, fan "mi- 
plexion, pleasing featuies, and captiiatmg manneis In tailj life his t^tos 

veie Mtincuhat. epi- 
— 7 (mean, and lie indulged 

m nine, m his latte l 
j eais he \\ as ahsteimous, 
both m meat md dunk 
lie had no \mdicti\e 
ness m his natuie, and 
houetei much he might 
hat e been pi o\ oked n as 
always icad> to extend 
paidon to e\ ei \ one n ho 
asked it His coinage 
m as so decided as often 
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Akbdus Tombstove at Snout. diia •—Oriental drawing, Hast India Hou«o 

to amount to lashness, and the chivalious pi evaded so much in Ins temper, that 


“ The tomb of Akber at Secundra, near Delhi, 
is, like all lm buildings, and doings, exceptional, and 
•unlike those of any of his race, but still of great mag 
nificence The tomb is pyramidal m external form 
The outer or low ei terrace is 320 feet sqnaie bj 30 
feet m height, and its architecture is bold and massn e 
On this terrace stands another far moie ornate, met 
sunng 186 feet on each side, and 14 feet 9 inches in 
height A third and a fourth of similar design, and 
respectively 15 feet 2 inches and 14 feet 6 inches high, 
stand on this, all these being of red sandstone Within 
and above the last is a w bite marble mclosiire 1 57 feet 
each way, or, externally, jubt half the length of the 


lowest terrace Tlio outer w all of this is cntirelj com 
posed of nivrblo trellis work of tho most beautiful 
patterns Inside it is surrounded hi a colonnade of 
the Bamo material In the contro of this cloister, on 
a nised platform, is tho tombstone of tho founder, i 
splendid piece of tho most beautiful arabesque tracer^ 
(see accompanj ing engrai ing) Tins, lion oi er, is not 
the true burial place, hut tho mortal remains of tins 
great king repose under a far plainer tombstone, in a 
i suited chamber in the basement, 35 feet square, 
exactly under tho simulated tomb tint adonis tho 
summit of the mausoleum ” — 1 ergusson’s Hand Book 
of Architect™ c 
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lie often underwent gxett toils mil exposal himself to great ptrils from a mere \d mo 
love of adventuie His intellect though not of the first order was remarkably 
acute and nothing pleased him moie than discussions of a metaphysical and 
puzzlm nvtiue When not actually engig d in these discussions lie delighted 
to be present at them as a listener and amused himself with the wrangling? of 
philosophic il or religious sects whose leaders he on \ an oils occisions summoned 
to court for this very purpose One of the most rcmaikable of these discussions 
took place when he held a meeting of Mahometan doctors and Portugese mis 
sionanes md deluded the latter by pretending to hue some idea of becomin a 
a Christian con\ert The truth seems to be “that he had few serious convictions 
of any kind and employed hw acuteness not so much for the purpose of disco 
\ enn 0 as of e\ ading truth 

In pm ate life he was a kind and indulgent parent and a generous warm 'kb 
hearted and strongly attached friend. Indeed it may he truly said that the 
only real griefs which he suffered through life had their souice in these two 
relations As a military commander he takes high rank He did not fight 
many great battle but olten after some of his ablest officers had fought and 
lost them he no sooner made Ins app wince m the field than fortune which 
had forsaken them seemed to return and defeat was conv erted into victory 
In the cabinet he was still more successful tli m in the field and possessed in 
the ln 0 hest degree the irt of winning the affections of all with whom lie came 
m contact and ienderin 0 their vaiied talents and influence subservient to the 
advancement of Ins service For the first time Mahomet ins and Hindoos weie 
seen during his iei c n working harmoniously together while holding places of 
lionoui and trust near the tin one 

Akbers best fame is founded on his internal administration into which so 1 ^ 

many impoitant lrnpiovements were introduced that it would be difficult to t 
enumerate them Suffice it here to say that in every department of the state 
business wis conducted on rational liberal and tolennt principles justice 
was administered impartially among all classes of subjects without reference to 
birth or religious profession and the revenue was raised in the manner sup 
posf (] to be most equitible and least oppressive Having first fixed a uniform 
stindard of measurement he caiefully ascertained the extent and relative pro 
ductiveness of each landed tenement and then fairly apportioned the imount 
of taxation which each ought to bear In this w ay there w as little room for 
fav ountism and a burden which while it lay equally upon all w as not exces 
sivc in its amount w as borne easily and w itliout grudging 

In connection with Akbers revenue system may be mentioned his admmis ^ J 
trative divisions of the empire into provinces or subdks each of which was mi »mto 
& overned by a head officer called a subahdat whose powers were equivalent to 
those of viceroy all authority civ il as well as military within the province 
being vested in lnm Subordinate to the subahdar though appointed not by 
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him, but by tbe king, was an officei, n itb tlic title of Jcxmn 01 dnvnn, i\ho 
had the supenntendence of all mattcis ol jevemie and finance The subahs, 
ougmally fifteen, weie, in consequence of additional conquests, laiscd to eigh- 
teen Of these twelve weie in llmdoostan and si\ in the .Deccan 

Amono the enactments of Alcbei which desene notice foi then liumanc and 

O 

libeial spmt, and at the same time thiow some lcflection on the taidy legisla- 
tion of the Butisli government on the same subjects, aie his piohibition ol the 
burning of Hindoo widows against then will, and his pei nutting them to 
many again, though the Hindoo law es.pies.sly foibids it The same humane 
and libeial spmt appeals in his piohibition of the jczin 01 capitation ta\ on 
infidels, winch had placed an enoimous, n 1 esponsible, and much abused po\sei 
m the hands of fanatical Mahometans, and m the abolition of the pi at tu e of 
making slaves of pusoneis taken in wai — a piactice undei the co\ei ot uluch 
not only the wives and cluldien c<tptmed m camps 01 foi titled places, but the 
peaceable inhabitants of any hostile countiy, weie seized <md earned ofi into 
slaveiy These enactments gave giiesous ofTence — those affecting the Hindoos 
bemg odious to the Biahmins, and those which laid rC'diainU on the Mahome 
tans being seized upon by the Mollahs, and uiged as a pi oof that Akbci himself 
was an infidel A still stiongei pioof was supposed to be found m a mattei of 
court etiquette, on which Akbei seems to have insisted with moie peitinacity 
than is easdy leconcilable with his usual model ation He had a dislike to the 
beaid, and would scaicely admit a peison who woie it to his piesence Unfor- 
tunately lus feeling m this respect was m direct opposition to an injunction of 
the Koran, and several of the moie zealous Mahometan chiefs chose latliei to 
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forego the honours and pleasures of the court than confoim to a legulation, the 
obsei vance of which seemed incompatible with orthodoxy 

Among the public works executed dming the reign of Akbei, aie the walls 
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and citadels of Agra and Allahabad the foundation of the city of Futtipoor id i6fis 
on the site of the village of Sikia for which as the birth place of two of las 
sons he li id conceia ed a strong partiality the splendid palace erected in that 
city for his own residence and near it a mosque lemarhable for the heiuty and 
majestic proportions of its architecture and the white marble mosque and 
palace of A 0 ra in both of which simplicity and elegance aie happily combined 
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Anotlier woik of Akber though not strictly of a public nature is the tomb of ^ kl * p h 
his father Hoomay oon at Delhi Its commanding position its magnitude and 
solidity and its stupendous dome of white marble lia\e long made it celebrated 
as one of the greatest of his structures while a new interest has recently been 
given to it as the scent of the capture of the last and all things considered the 
most worthless repiesentative of the Great Mogul — the present (January 1858) 
so called King of Delhi It would be unpardonable in referring to tlie per 
formances of Akbers reign not to mention another work which though of a 
\ ery different nature from any of the above might liav e shed greater lustre on 
his reign than the most celebrated of them This work w is a translation of the h d f 

P TS 

gospels into Persian It w as und rtaken by Akber s special directions and in t it 
trusted to a Portugues missionary wlio unfortunately instead of executing it g ft p ^ 
faithfully committed what is called a pious fraud and produced a spurious 
translation disfigured and adulterated by lying Popish legends The sad con 
sequence is that a w ork which issued under the auspices of the Great Mogul 
might lm e gi\ en a 1 nowledge of pure Clmsti anity m influential quarters which 
could not otherwise be reached lias only had tlie effect of presenting it under a 
debased and polluted form 
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Modem India -Clnngc 3 in tho mode of intercourse with the M.mojnlp «. ntnbliihcl lp the 

Venetum, the Genoese, mil other It ah m republics- Doubling of the C>< of Goo 1 II«P'- 
Portugucse progress in Indi i 


M the time of the JR.om.in cmpeioi JuMnn.ui, %\ hen the Per-uuns, by 
establishing a monopoly ol the Indian tiade along the mute '"huh 
led most dnecth to Constantinople, had l.usod the pi ice of silk 01101- 
mousty in that luwuious capital, the oppoifcuiie .umal of two Persian 
monks dissipated the alaim which had begun to pies.ul In showing 
i ^" i0 how an adequate supply might be obtained at home In the (ouiie of then 
laboius as Clnistian mission.mes, the> had penetiated into China, and become 
indim trade acquainted with the whole pioeev, ol the silk mannfactuie, iiom its commcncc- 
jastmiau meiit in the leaimg of silk-woi ms, to its leimmition 111 the finished pmduct 
Then mfoi motion atti acted gcneial attention and the cmpcioi, fulh alne to 

its impoitance, detei mined immediately to act upon it With tln-> mow the 

monks, nndei Ins auspices, paid a second visit to China, and letumed with 

sdk worm? a supply of the eggs ot the silk woim, concealed m the hollow' of n cane The 
brought to woims hatched fiom these eggs being carefully leaiecl, multiplied so lapidly 

Europe ^hat m a s q 01 t time Greece, Sicily, and Italy weie both pioducmg law silk, and 

manufactuimg it on an extensive scale One biancb of the Indian tiade was 
thus m some degiee supeiseded, but the otlieis which lemained weie still suffi- 
cient to cieate alaige demand, and excite to sti enuom exeitions foi tlie pm pose 
of supplying it In this way the ancient channels ol intei com &e weie again 
partially opened, and Indian pioduets weie beginning to flow' into Em ope by 
the inland and mantime loutes which have been alieady descnbed, when new 
obstacles of a very foimidable charactei weie suddenly intei posed 
changuaui The Mahometan impostuie, aftei spreading like wild-fiie ovei the whole 
indim of Aiahia, continued its conquests m all directions, and soon placed both Pei-sia 
and Egypt undei the absolute contiol of its fanatical adherents The fieice ani- 
mosities thus engendeied, left no 100m for fuendly mtei course between those 
who regarded Mahomet as a piophet, and those who knew him to be an impos- 
tor Exterminating war fai e alone was thought of, and continued to lage with 
the utmost fury In these cncumstances, as the demand foi Eastern pioduets, 
originally confined to the moie wealthy, had become generally diffused among all 
classes, the only alternative was to endeavoui to obtain tbem by a channel which 
lay so far to the north as to lun little lisle of being interfered w r itli by Mahome- 
tan fanaticism Mention was foimeily made of the commercial loute, which aftei 
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crossing the Indus contmue<l wist, and tlicn suit a branch north to the Caspian \ n iooi 
Hus route with a sh 0 ht modification -was now adopted ns the safest and most 
practicable and continued for n !on w pc nod t > be the in vin trunk b} which the 
commerce between Luropc nml the more remote regions of Vsia was mam 
tamed. I wo lines of cariaans, the one from the western frontiers of Chin i and 
the other from the western frontiers of India met at a common |H»mt of the 
Amoo or Outs, where that stream first became nvnihbh fir trail pork The 
good b} both lines were here emhirl ed bung carried down the stream into 
Lake Aral the} were again cornered b} land carnage to the Caspian and thence 
b} water to the rnouth of the kur nml up the stream as far ns imignbk Vn 
other land conactance brought them to the Phasis down which the} were trail 
sported into the Black Sea nml thence to Constantinople which thus became n 
great eominercnl emporium At ft later period n direct can\ an route brought 
the products of the Lat to Vstnklian from which the} were com t}td either 
down the \ olga into the Cos] inn thereafter to ft llow the same mute as before 
or l>} Land to the Don and thence to the Sea of Vrof 

This route with nil its oln lous disadvantages was the best which Euroiw 110,1 10 G 
possessed for more than tw o centuries 1 lie caliphs w ould not hn\ e been unw ill r if 
in 0 to renew the ancient channels of commerce lhc\ wereperfectl} aware of 
the riches which would thus lie jxmred into their tnasur} and were politic 
cnon 0 h to keep tbur fanaticism m cheek when it could not U indulge d witlnut 
sncrificin 0 their pecuniar} interests. \cconhn 0 l\ cun while the Indian trade 
was confined almost entircl} to their own sulject tin \ carefull} uuhavoun. I 
to extend it both b} nflbrdin B it new facilities at borne and encouraging the 
exploration of foreign countries. In this wn} at an carl} period the call pits 
of Ba 0 dad had proudeel a new emjiormm for the trade of the I trsian Gulf 
b} founding the ]>ort and cit} of Bussorah at the junction of the I uplimtes and 
Tigris and both from the Pcrsinn Gulf mid the Bed Sea numerous vo} n 0 es were 
made to both sides of the jieninsuli of India to Ge}lon to Malacca and to the 
shores of countries 1 } in e fur be} ond it B} me ms of these a 03 ages all tin a allied 
productions of the 1 est Indies armed in their ports and found read} pur 
chasers m mcr hanks who earned them for distribution into the interior 

Hie fncndl} intercourse between Christian and Mahonutnn nations seemed rir u ni 
on the point of bcm 0 renewed at least commeruall} when the preaching of 
1 eter the Hermit bet all Lurope in 1 flame and tn}riads of Crusaders hastened 
from cur} quarter to WTest the hoi} sepulchre from the hands of infidels. Wm 
according} began n^ain to n 0 c with new fur} and the tvispci ition which had 
been gradually softened b} time became more bitter and um\ crsal than it 
had ever been before All idea of peaceful trade was now nccessaril} abm 
doned and }Ct perhaps at no period did the trade of the West make 11101 e 
rapid progress than duim 0 the Crus ides The armies destined for the e cele- 
brated expeditions never could lmo reached the Eist without the aid of the 
\ OL 1 19 
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ad uoi Genoese, the Pisans, and the Venetians, whose fleets accompanying them m 
their maicli along the neatest slioies, supplied them both with pi ©visions and 
the means of tianspoit In letiun foi these sei vices they natuially shaicd 
in the success of those whom they had assisted, and, when valuable haibouis 
fell into the bands of the Ciusaders, obtained many linpoitant pnvileges 
Progress of The mantime states of Italy, while thus ostensibly engaged m a common 
maritime" cause, u r eie by no means piepaied to admit that they had a common intei cst, 
and weie hence disposed to act towaids each othei on the nanowest and most 
dlibeial punciples The old maxim, that the commeicial pio-,peuty ot a stite 
was best piomoted by depiessmg the tiadc of its neighbour though now e\ 
ploded, was then nmveisally received, and m acting upon it, thcie was no injus 
tice 01 perfidy of which the nval Italian i (.‘publics sciupled to he guilty when 
it seemed possible in tbit, way to establish a in, ultimo ascendency One u malle- 

able lllustiation of this fact was given in 1201 , when the Venetians induced the 
The leadeis of the fourth ciusade to turn aside fiom then avowed object of waning 
with infidels in oidei to wiest Constantinople iiom the hands ot a monaich, 
who, whatevei his dements might be, was by piotession Chnstian Avunety 
of motives may have influenced the Ciusaders m taking tins unwanantable 
step, but the subsequent conduct of the Venetians leaves no 100m to doubt that 
then only 1- object was selfish aggiandi/ement Attei Constantinople bad been 
stoimed and plundeied, the dominions which had belonged to the Giuk cmpeioi 
were paititioned among Ins unpimcipled conqueiors, and while an Eail of Han 
deis was placed upon Ins tin one, the Venetians obt lined a chain of settlements 
winch sketched fiom the Daidanelles to the Adriatic, and made them vutually 
masteis of the navigation and tiade of the Levant In Constantinople, winch 
fiom the cause alieady mentioned, had long livallcd Alexandria as an emponum 
for the tiaffic between Em ope and Incha, they obtained exclusive pnvileges, 
which made it impossible foi any maiitime state to compete with them, and 
furnished them with the means of loidmg it ovei all then livals 

The ungeneious couise puisued by the Venetians had undoubtedly’- the 
effect of gieatly extending then tiade generally, and of giving them an almost 
exclusive monopoly of that laige portion of the Indian tiade which had its 
centre m Gonstantmople The supeuonty they had thus acqiuied lemained with 
them foi lathei moie than half a centuiy, and the injustice to which they r owed 
it seemed almost to be foigotten, when the day of letnbution amved, and then 
own tactics weie successfully employed against them The Gieeks had nevei 
been leconciled to the Latin yoke, which had been fraudulently imposed upon 
them, and weie therefoie piepaied to avail themselves of the fiist favourable 
The Genoese opportunity of shaking it off Had they been left to then own resources they 
could scarcely have hoped for success, hut they had poweifi.il auxiliaries in the 
Genoese, who were animated at once by a feeling of levenge for the injustice 
winch they had suffeied, and a desne to become masteis of a tiaffic, the posses- 
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sion of winch had given the Venetians an immense supenont} over all their ad i3?o 
nvals The terms of alliance betw een the Greeks and the Genoese were easily 
settled. The former were again to be ruled by their own dynasty and tin 
latter were to supplant the Venetians m all their exclusn e privileges Both 
objects wen accomplished A Greek emperor onct more mounted the throne 
of Constantinople and the Genoese in addition to other important privileges 
took formal possession of the suburb of Pera subject on!} to the condition of 
holding it as a fief of the empire 

It was now the turn of the Venetians to be depressed while the Genoese o “ > 
not contented with their supremacj in the harbour of Constantinople extended c nst t 
it to the Black Sea where b} erectin D forts on \anous points of the coast and 
particularly on commanding positions m the Crimea and within the Sea of Azof 
the} secured a monopoly of the extensn e and lucratne trade carried on with the 
East by w aj of the Caspian In virtue of this monopoly Genoa became for a time 
the greatest commercial power in Europe The Venetians at first attempted 
to compete with the Genoese e\en in the harbour of Constantinople but soon 



found the terms so unequal m consequence of being burdened with heavj duties 
fioin which their nvals were exempted that the} abandoned the struggle as 
hopeless Their only alternative now was to resign the Indian trade altogether 
or ( ndeav our to re open its ancient channels In preferring the latter the} were 
met at the aery outset b} deep rooted prejudices which made it unlawful and 
even impious to enter into alliances of any kind with Mahometan rulers but no 
sooner were these prejudices o\ ercome than the remainder of the task was com 
paratiael} eas} With the sanction of the pope himself who on this occasion \ t n* 
os on many others allowed the supposed impiet} to he committed in considera th uita 
tion of the profit anticipated from it a commercial treaty was concluded with 
the Sultan of Egypt It contemplated the carrying on of the Eastern traffic 
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both by the oveiland loute acioss Syiia, and by the way of the Red Sea V ifh 
this view the Venetian senate was empoweied to appoint two consuls, vitli 
meieantile juiisdiction, the one to icside at Damascus and the othei at Ale\- 
andiia Both of these cities weie accoidmgly icsoited to by Venetian mei- 
chants and aitisans, while at Beyi out, as tbe ]ioit of tbe foimei, and in the 
harbour of the lattei, meieantile vessels bcai mg the Venetian Hag f.u outnum- 
beied those of all othei coimtnes The Genoese, contented u itl> then undisputed 
monopoly at Constantinople, seem not at this time to lane made any attempt to 
shaie m the advantages which the Egyptian sultans had confencd on the Vene- 
tians, but the Floientmes, aftei they had, by the conquest oi IVa, in 1105, 
acquned the seapoit of Leghorn, tinned then attention to the Indian iiade, and 
succeeded, in. 1425, m concluding a tieaty which pi, iced them on the Mine looting 
as the Venetians m lespect of commeicial pmilege The earnest attempts thus 
made to sliaie m the tiade to the East Indies, would oi themselses lead to the 
conclusion that a taste foi the pioducts of the legions included undei that 
geneial name must no longei have been confined, as at fust, to a feu countries 
on the eastern pait ot the Mediterranean, but must ha\ e spiead f.u west and 
north, so as to include a latge poition of Euiope The fact was leally so, and 
there is not much difficulty m accounting foi it Many of the most distinguished 
leadeis of the Ciusades, with then followers, came fiom those quaiters, and on 
their return bi ought home with them new ideas and new -wants To then 
astonishment they had found that m seveial points, usually considered as tests of 
civilwation, they were fai sui passed by the infidels -whom the} had been accus- 
tomed to legaid as meie baibanans Galled by then mfeiioiity in these 
respects, they had little difficulty in learning to srn mount it, and imbibed tastes 
and foimed habits which they could not indulge m the absence of Eastern pio- 
ducts The demand natuially pioduced a supply, and Italian ships, lieighted 
with these pioducts, weie frequently seen in the English Channel, m the Geiman 
Ocean, and even within the Baltic In conise of tune the maiitime spmt of the 
Noith was completely loused, and its mei chants, instead of waiting foi Italian 
visits, sent then ovu vessels into the Mediten anean, and theie became pui- 
chasers of Indian pioduce at second hand fiom the Floientmes, Venetians, and 
Genoese In this tiaffic the lead was taken by the cities of the Hanseatic 
League, and particulaily by Biuges, which m consequence became one of the 
most populous and flounslung maits in Noithem Euiope 

The Genoese were stdl in possession of then monopoly m 1453, when an 
event occurred which abruptly teimmated it, and was followed by a senes oi 
disasters which ultimately annihilated then maiitime gieatness This event 
was the capture of Constantinople, and the extinction of the Gieek empue, by 
the Turks undei Mahomet II They made an effoit to escape the destruction 
which threatened them, by attempting to foim a commeicial treaty with the 
Mameluke Sultans of Egypt, hut the monopoly which they had held at Con- 



Chap A II ] 


( imibTOPtlfcn COLUMBUS 


140 


stantinople under the Greek emperors placed them m a fal->e position and the \u itco 
negotiation pro\ ed fruitier The Venetians according \\ ere once more m the 
ascendent lheir most formidable nv al had been obliged to resign the contest 
and thej began to run a new course of prosperity to w Inch as far as human 
foresight reached no limit could be assigned. At this period of untxnmplcd 
prosperity Venice was tottering to ber fdl 

The revival of leamm 0 and the disto\ crj of pnntmg had at once aw akoned n I ^ ogr ^ J 
spirit of inquiry and furnished the most effectual means of diffusing it In all i t 
departments of literature and science rapid progress w as made an 1 discos cries 
leading to practical results in some of the mist important arts of life were con 
stantty rewarding the diligent inquirer and stimulating others t > follow m his 
footsteps. Among the arts thus nnpro\ ed was na\igation Hitherto when 
the shore was lost sight of there had l>een no means of dm cting the course of a 
vessel at sea and the utmost which the boldest and most experienced nav igator 
attempted was to steer fiom headhud to headland w ithout hugging the inter 
\cning shore or to take nd\ antngc of a wind winch blew regularly hi e the 
monsoons of the Indian Ocean and thus use it according to the direction from 
which it blew for trav ersing a wide expanse of sea on an outw ard or a homew ard 
xoyage When the compass was disco\ cred the greatest obstacle to a vo}age 
out of sight of land wns at once removed and there was even less dan 0 er in 
launching out on the w jde ocean thnn m 
following the w mdings of the coast exposed 
to rocks and shoals and the man} dangers 
of a lee shore 

Among the first w ho proposed to turn 
the use of the compass to practical account 
in the discover} of new lands was the cclc 
brated Christopher Columbus. He had 
become satisfied both on scientific grounds 
and from the accounts of travellers par 
ticularl} those of Marco Polo that as the 
continent of Asia extended much further 
eastward than had been generall\ imagined 
it would be possible to arm e at the East 
Indies by sailing west across the Atl intic 
The immense importance of such a passage 
once proved to he practicable was perfectly obvious It would at once 
dispense with the tedious and expensive overland routes bv winch the produce ciri#t iv 
of the East was then brought to Europe and transfer the most valuable 
traffic with which the world was jet acquainted from the hands of infidels 
to those of Christians These were the grand objects at which Columbus 
aimed but so much were his views m advance of his age that many }ears 
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passed away befoie lie could induce any Euiopean state to mcui the expense 
wlncli would he necessaiym oidei to le.ih/e them Spain at Inst mulct took 
the task, and was lcwaided with the discoveiy of a New AVoild Tins v,is 
moie than even Columhus had anticipated Though his geographical ideas 
weie fai moie accurate than those of Ins contempoi ane\ he had greatly 
nnden ated the magnitude of the globe , and hence, imagining that the land 
winch he Hist leached belonged to Asia, he gave it the n imp of West Indies 
In this name he mfonns us of the goal aftei winch he had been stnving, and 
which he was so confident of having actually attained, that loi a time he 
would scaicely believe the evidence ol Ins senses, and insisted that e\ on thing 
which he saw was Indian The delusion undei which Columbus thus labotned 
is a stiikmg pi oof of the geneial mteicst which was now filt in legvul to 
India, and of the eagei longings of the mautimc states ol Em ope to obtain a 
shaie in its tiade, without being fetteied by the monopolies which the Maho- 
metans and Venetians had established in the Lei ant 

Tliouoh Columbus failed to discovei an oceanic mute to India, he cleail} 
pointed out the dnection m which it lay It was pie\ mush known that the 
Atlantic was hounded on the east by the continents of Em ope and Ahica, and 
he had now pioved that an equally msm mountable bauiei hounded it on the 
west The conclusion, tlieiefoie, was obvious, that if India was accessible liotn 
Em ope by a continuous sea voyage, it could only be by tracing one 01 othei oi 
these continents to its teimmation, and then sailing lound it In accoi dance 
with tins conclusion, foui lines of passage picsented themselves as possible — a 
noi tli-west, a noith-east, a south-west, and a south-east The tlnee hist weie 
subsequently attempted, but the last, which was ceitamly the most piomismg, 
is the only one with which we have now to do 

As eaily as 1115, moie than twenty yeais befoie Columhus was bom 
Punce Hemy, fouith son of John I , King of Poitngal, aftei distinguishing lnmsell 
at the eaptme of Ceuta, on the coast of Afuca, letiuned with a deteimmation 
to devote himself to mautime discoveiy, by employing navigatois to tiace the 
western coast of that continent, and theieby peihaps solve the gieat pioblem of 
a piacticable loute to the East Indies, by sailing lonnd its southern extiemity 
He had all the talent and scientific acquuement necessaiy, m oidei to qualifv 
him foi supeuntending the gieat task thus undei taken, and gave a staking 
pi oof of his inflexibility of purpose by witlich awing fiom coiut, and fixing lus 
lesidence m the seaport of Sagies, not fai from Cape St Vincent Heie he 
erected an observatoiy, and established a school of navigation foi the training 
of youth, whom he might aftei waids employ on voyages of discovei y He was 
not destined to solve the grand problem , hut befoie his death, m 1463, had 
paved the way for it, by fitting out expeditions, which, leaving Cape Non (so 
called because no previous navigatoi had passed it) fai behind, discovei ed 
Madeira and the Cape Veid Islands, and penetiated as fai south as Siena Leone 



Chap YIT1 


PROGRESS OF DIbCO\EI\ 


lol 

The spirit of enterprise which Prince Henry hod fostered was not allowed ad u <j 
to expire with him and under Alonso V who was then reigning the African 
coast was explored almost to the equator John II the son and successor of r ogre f 
Alonso continuing the progress of discovery w is so convinced that India would md 
ultimately be reached that in 1484 he took a step which though of an extra 
ordinary nature appears to ha\ e been dictated by sound and far sighted policy J h 11 
Great exertions bad been made by the government of Portugal in fitting out 
expeditions for maritime discovery and now when they seemed about to be 
crowned with success the dang< r was that other states might step m and insist 
on sharing in the fruits As the best means of prev entin^ this lie sent ambas 
sadors to several of the leading European courts and offered tin m the alternative 
of either uniting with lam and furnishing men and money to assist in the con 
quests which he was contemplating on the understandm 0 that a fm proportion 
of the benefit would be awarded them or leave lnm to proceed as hitherto on 
his own entire responsibility and of course in common filmed foi his own 
exclusive benefit 

This attempt to form wliat may be called a joint stock company in which g tf r» 
kings were to be the only shareholders failed All the crowned he ids applied P r 
to declined to entertain the proposal and John took the additional precaution 
of cilhng m the aid of the pope who in the plemtude of an airogmt power 
then undisputed but soon after to be shaken to its very foundations drt w 
an imaginary line from north to south by which he divided the world into 
two equal halves and decreed that discoveries of new countries made from 
west to east should only be competent and should belon 0 exclusively to the 
Portuguese It seems not to have occurred either to the king or the pope that 
discoveries made from east to west might be cimed so far as to make this 
grant futile and conve rt it into a & reat bone of contention 

From this period the King of Portugal assumed the additional title of Loid ° 1 1 
of Guinea and evinced a determination to turn lut. grant to the best recount th e t 
Besides fittin^ out an expedition, under Diego Cam who in 1484 reached 
22 of south latitude and must consequently have been within 12 of the 
southern extremity of the African continent he sent tw o messengers o\ erland 
with instructions to discover the country of Prester John then behev ed to be 
a gre it r< ality though since ascertained to have had only a fabulous existence 
They were also to ascertain whence the drugs and spices came which the 
Venetians traded in and whether there was any mailing from the south of 
Africa to India One of these messengers Pedro de CoviUam succeeded in 
reaching India ind obtained much important information but before the 
letter conveying it reached Portu 0 al the great problem had been solved by 
Bartolommeo Diaz who had sailed south with three ships in 1486 After 
reaehin 0 a higher southern latitude than any previous navigator a storm arose 
which drove lnm out to sea. His direction under such circumstances could not 
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ad 1493 be accurately ascei tamed, but he knew it to be south oily Aftei tossing about 

foi thuteen. days, and suffering much by a sudden tiansition of the tempuatuie 
Dnz doubles fiom hot to cold, he attempted, when the stoim abated, to i again the land by 
Goo?Hopo steei mg eastward He leached it, but, to his gie.it astonishment, disco\eicd 
that the land which, when he quitted it, lay on his left hand, ne.uly due 1101th 
and south, was now sti etching east and west, and ti ending 1101 th-east The 
cause was too appaient to leave any 100m foi doubt lie had been earned 
round the southern extiemity of Afiica, and v> as now on its south-eastern coast 
He was most anxious to piosecutc this auspicious commencement, but his news 
lefused to follow lum, and he was obliged to turn his face homcv aids He was 
so fai rewaided, foi a tew days biought lum in sight oi the magnificent pio- 
montory in. which Afiica tei inmates The v. cathci he had met "with, and 
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perhaps, also a painful lemembiance of the conduct of his ciews in foicmg him 
to letum, deteimmed him to give it the name of Cabo de Todos los Toi mentos, 
or Cape of Stonns, but the king, on his leturn, thinking this name ominous, 
chose one much moie appropriate, and, m allusion to the gieat pionnse which 
the doubling of the piomontoiy held out, called it Cabo de Buena Esperanto, 
01 Cape of Good Hope 

It is smgulai that, though John suivived this discoveiy nine yeais, he made 
no attempt to follow it up One cause of the mdiffeience thus manifested may 
have been the moitification which he felt at the still moie bnlhant success 
winch Feidmand and Isabella of Spam had achieved lay the employment of 
Chnstophei Columbus This renowned navigatoi, letuinmg bom his discoveiy 
of a New World, ai lived m the Tagus m 1493 Befoie applying to Spam, he 
had offered his services to Portugal, and been lefused mat would John not 
now have given to be able to lecall that lefusal? It was too late, but he had 
counsellois base enough to suggest that the remedy was still m his own hands 
He had only to assassinate Columbus, and take possession of his paper's , his 
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discovery would thus die with him Happily foi lus own fame he spumed the ad hot 
infamous suggestion and Columbus after a becoming reception not less honour 
able to the giver than it must hav e been gratifying to the receiver continued 
Ins triumphant progress to the court of Spam 

John w is succeeded m 149o by lus cousin Emanuel who was thoroughly * rt pun 
imbued with the spirit of enterprise which had animated his predecessors, mj 
Timid counsellors were not wanting who advised lum to rest satisfied with the Lman 1 
discov eries already made and not run the risk of linpov ensiling his hereditary 
dominions by expensive expeditions, of which it was impossible to foresee the 
final result but his resolution had been formed and there could be no doubt 
what it was when he was seen in the third year of his reign fitting out a new 
expedition for the avowed purpose of not only doubling the Cape of Good Hope 
but afterwards continuing the voyage without mtennission till the coast of 
India was reached. In this expedition winch consisted of three small ships 
carrying ICO men Bartolommeo Diaz held only n subordinate station. Nor 
had he even the satisfaction of seeing lus discovery prosecuted by others for 
On amvm 0 at the fort of El Mina lie was sent bad to Portugal and not long 
after his return perished at sea 

The command of the expedition thus rather ungenerously withheld from 
Diaz was conferred on Vasco de Gama a 
gentleman of the royal household who iiad 
previously done good service at sea and 
by bis subsequent conduct justified the 
choice which had bei n made of him After 
a pompous ceremonial more in accordance 
with the great object contemplated by the 
expedition than with the very inadequate 
means furnished for its accomplishment 
the three small ships left the port of Belem 
on Saturday the 8th of July 1497 lliey 
vv ere accompanied by a small bark carrying 
provisions and a caravel of winch Diaz 
v\ os captain Off the Canaries the v essels 
encountered a storm which separated 
them but they met again at Cape Yerd 
which had been fixed as the place of rendezv ous Having next day anchored 
at Santa Maria on the African coast they repaired their damages and took 
in water Diaz proceeding no farther returned homewards the other v essels 
pursued their v oy age Another storm still more violent than the former over 
took them and they had almost given up all hope of weathering it when it u^oam^ 
abated and they took shelter in a bxv to w Inch they gav e the name of Santa b y f t 
Elena Vasco de Gama attempted to hold communication with the natives but 
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a o 1493 met with an inhospitable leception, which left lnm no inclination to piolong his 
stay He set sail again on the 16th of November, having ahead) been moie 
than fom months at sea, and two days aftei came within sight of the Cape 
of Good Hope, which, aftei taclang about in consequence of b.iflhng winds, 
they doubled on the 20th of November, amid the sound of music and general 
rejoicing 

neGwis They weie now fanly launched on the Indian Ocean, but instead of steeling 
e™ coast"'" light across it, continued foi a time to follow the coast, making cuieful obsei- 
ofAfuci vations, and daily discoveiing some new object to excite then wondei On 
Chiistnias, 1497, they saw land, which, m honour of the day, they called 
Tieira de Natal, and winch, still let, lining its name, pi onuses to use into 
importance as a Butislr colony The next land visited belonged to the Ivadies, 
with whom they had much fuendly mtei com -.e 

In pioceedmg faithci noith, the expedition was much impeded by aments, 
which induced De Gama to give the name of Oabo de Goi / icntcs to a pioininent 
headland, and to keep far out to sea m oidei to avoid the nsk oi being embayed 
Owing to tins, Sofala, which was then the gLeat emponum ol this part ol Afiica, 
was passed without being seen The natives appeared non to be moie ci\ lli/ed 
than those who had previously been seen, and instead of the timid and susjn- 
cious looks which otlieis had manifested, made themsehes as familial with the 
Portuguese as it they had been old acquaintances As then language was not 
undei&tood, the conversation by signs was necessanly confined within vciy 
nanow limits, but enough was communicated to satisfy Vasco de Gama that 
they weie accustomed to mingle with people m a still moie advanced state of 
civilization Two chiefs m paiticulai, who paid lnm a visit m then own boats, 
gave him to undeistand that they had seen slnps as laige as those of the Portu- 
guese, and aftei they had letuined to the shore, sent two pieces of calico on 
board for sale This cloth, which it is almost needless to mention, takes its 
usual name from the town of Calicut, excited a paiticulai intei est m the 
Poituguese, because supposing it, peihaps enoneously, to be the product of 
that city, it was the fiist specimen of Indian manufacture which they had met 
with m then voyage It was regal ded as an omen of futuie success m then 
great undertaking, and hence Vasco de Gama gave to the stieam, at the mouth 
of which these transactions took place, the name of Rio de Buenos Smctys, 
oi River of Good Signs 

Ins proceed Having again set sail on the 24th of February, 1498, the vessels continued 

in 0 s Tt Mo _ 

simbique tlien voyage along the coast through the channel of Mosambique, and on 
amvmg opposite to the town of that name, weie hailed by a numbei of kttle 
boats, the ciews of which made signs to stay foi them The vessels cast anchor, 
and the boatmen, without showing the least feai, leaped at once aboaid, made 
themselves peifectly at home, ate and diank fieely, and conveised in Aiabic 
with one of the crew who understood that language The intercourse at fiist 
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promised to be "very friendly but on its being discovered by the shei kh or chief Anns 
that the Portuguese were not as he had originally supposed Turks and Malio 
metans but Christians lus manner suddenly dunged and all his seeming 
friendship was at an end Ultimately open hostilities were dedared and the 
Portugese a\ enged themselves by bombarding and destroying the town of 
Mozambique 

The \essels a 0 ain weighing anchor continued their course noithwirds and r oceei -a 
armed at the island of Mombas with a town of same name Here the di™ ** 
seeming friendship of the Moors proved as false as that of the inhabitants of 111,1 
Mosamhique and Vasco de Gama believ ing on the confession of two Moors 
w liom he barbarously put to the torture by dropping hot bacon upon their flesh 
that a plot h id been formed for Ins destruction hastened lus departure and did 
not again halt till he arm ed off Melinda which delighted tin Portuguese as it 
remmdt d them more of home than any African city they had y et seen It was 
seated on the level part of a locky shore amid plantations of palms and orchards 
of orange and other fiuit trees co\ered a large space and consisted of houses 
built of stone three stones high and with ternced roofs 

At first the inhabitants who were probably acquainted with the transac 
tions at Mosambique and Mombas kept aloof but a good understanding was 
eventually e tabli hed and the king though a Mahometan so far forgot his 
prejudices that he afforded the Portuguese every facility for obtaining pro 
visions and even made a formal visit in his barge 

It was now unnecessary for the Portuguese to continue their course along 
the African coast Their object had been to obtain such information as might 
enable them to proceed with safety across the ocean towards India Melinda 
furnished them with all that they required. Tour ships from India were then 
lying in its harbour and little difficulty was found m obtaining a pilot capable 
of acting as their guide This pilot named Melemo Kana was a native of Gu a c j rat 
jerat and had a thorough knowledge of his profession The compass charts e i 
and quadrants were quite familiar to lum and an astrolabe shown him seemed 
so inferior to other instruments which he had seen used for the sime purpose 
that he scarcely condescended to notice it Before leaving Melinla De Gama 
was visited by persons belonging to the Indian ships He imagined them to 
be Christians because on coming aboard they prostrated themselv es before an 
image of the Virgin probably mistaking it for one of their own idols but it i 
plain from the description given of them that they were Hindoos They were 
clothed in long gowns of white calico wore their hair which wis long like that 
of women plaited under their turbans and ate no beef 

The expedition sailed from Melinda on Tuesday the 22d of April 1498 and Am i 
after a prosperous voyage of twenty three days saw India on Friday the 17th coast 
of Miy They were off the Malabar coast which was at the distance of eight 
leagues and rose hi 0 li and bold from the sea Their destination was Calicut 
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and tl s they wane considei.ibh noitli oi it, tli< \ dump'd then n>uw to south- 
east On the 20 th they beheld, to then unspiuk.ibh dt light, tin* loft \ u«od<d 
teuaces using behind th.it cit\, and shoi tl\ aim < ist an. hoi about two hogim 

beloiv it 

Calicut, situated on the open heath, without mulsh ad 01 haihotii, thouLdi 
paitially piotected byaiotkybank insult of wlmh ' moll "s • — ‘ 1 ' k« b>l< ntbh 
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shelteied, was then the capital of a Hindoo so\ eioign, who, uudci tin title of 
savin y 01 zavicn m, i uled a considei able extent oi countu in the south-wtst 
of the peninsula Tins title is piob.ibl} the con option of Tuimin, the mine of 
a lajali on whom, according to populut tiadit.1011, a pi nice called Chenunun aflei 
dividing his tenitones among lus othei chieftains, had nothing mmo lemainnig 
to bestow than Ins swoid, “with all the temtoi} in which a cock crowing at a 
small temple heie could be heaid M The temtoi^ thus rssigned took fiom the 
smgulai natuie of the giant, the name of Cohco-du, oi the Cock-u owing which 
m course of time was metamoi phosed into Calicut This account maybe set 
aside as fabulous, but it is ceitain that in whatevei wav the ongnial nucleus ol 
the temtoiy was acquued, the swmid of Cheiuman piovcd the most ■v.ihublo 
pait of his bequest, and enabled Tamun to place hnnsell at the head of all lus 
brotliei chieftains, and tiansmit his pow r ei to a senes of successor > One oi 
these had been con vei ted to Mahometanism" by some pilgnms who had been 
wiecked on lus coast while pioceedmg to visit Adam’s Peak in Ceylon, and, 
with the zeal of a new conveit, set out on a pilgrimage to Mecca He neiei 
returned', but the favoiu shown to Mahometans dm mg Ins leign, and the 
encoui agement which, in consequence of his lecommendation, they leceived 
from his successoi, had induced them to settle in gieat numbers, and enabled 
them to acquire much influence m Cianganoie, Calicut, and the sunounding 

1 Buchanan, Nan alive of a Journey fiom Math as, thiowjh Mysoic, Canaia, and Malabat , lol n v 474 
Bngg’a Fenshla, \ol iv p 531 , 532 
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districts. Such was the state of matters when the Portuguese arm cd and it is iuui 
necessary to attend to it as furnishing a he} to man} subsequent proceedings 

Dp Garni lmmg anchored as already m ntioned was immediately \i ited i mi 1 
b} some small iishin 0 boats and under their guidance sailed as 11 c ir to Calicut i 
as the depth of water would allow He had brou e lit several cnminals iiom 1 1 “■ 
Portugal whose sentence had been remitted in consi kration of the dui 0 cr t> 
which the} were to he exposed b} being sent ashore to hold intereourse with 
the nitncs under circum tuices too hazardous to justify the employment of 
any of the crew One of thest cnmnnls w is accordingly despatched ilon 0 with 
the fishermen in oriler tint the reception given him im 0 ht enable De Cama to 
shape Ins future course. lie was limnedi »tcl\ sunounded by a crowd whoi 
curiosit} could liardl} be satisfied though it was inorL importunate thin lude 
ks lus ignorance of the languige made it useless to ask him nn\ questions they 
took bun to the house of two Moors one of whom culled Monzutdc — who fioin 
ban e a nati\c of lums knew him to Ik. Portuguese — gave uttei nice to Ins 
astonishment b} cxcl uimn 0 in Spanish Ihe devil tal e you What brought 

you hither? After some explanations Monziulc went oil with linn to the 
slaps and on approaching De G ima cried aloud in bp inish Good luck good 
luckl Many rubies many emeralds' lliou art bound to give God thinks 
for having brought thee where theie are all sorts of spices and precious stones, 
w ith all the riches of the w orld De Gama and lus crew w ere so surprised 
and affected at meeting with one who could speak thur hngui 0 c so fir from 
home that they w ept for joy 

Haun D learned from Motizaide that the zamorm was then at Pomny a me >r 
\illage it the mouth of a riser of same name about thirty six miles south fioni 
Cilicut De Gama immediately announced his armal intimating at the same 
time that he w is the bearer of n letter to him fiom his mastei the kin,^ of 
Portu 0 al a Christian prince lhczimorm in answer bade linn welcome and 
sent a pilot to conduct the ships to a safer anchorage near a Milage called 
Pandarane He accepted of the serv ices of the pilot but demurred at first to 
avail lumsclf of an invitation by the cotiuil or chief magistrate to go ashore 
and proceed by land to Cilicut On second thou 0 hts however he became con 
vinced that this was a risk which he ou D ht to run and while his brother Paul 
who commanded one of the ships and the other officers reminded him of the 
danger to be apprehended not so much from the natives whom they insisted 
on regarding as Chustians as from the Moors whose deadly enmity they had 
already expeuenced on the African coast he announced his determination let 
what would betide bun to go ashore and leave no means untried to settle a 
treaty of commerce and perpetual amity 

On. the 28th of May after leaving oulera that in the event of any accident n fl t 
befalling lnra the vessels were to return home with the news of Ins discovery am i 
he set out in lus boat attended by twelv c of lus company with flags wavin^ 
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and tiumpets sounding The cotwal was waiting to leceivc him mth 200 
ncm s, undei stood to be the nobility of the countiy, and a huge piomiscuous 
assemblage Two palanquins had been piovided, one lor Dc Gama and anothei 
foi the cotwal , the lest of the attendants followed on foot Dining the joiu- 
ney they paid a visit to a temple built ol fieestone, coveicd with tiles, and as 
laige as a gieat monasteiy In fiont of it stood a pillai as high as the mast of 
a ship, made of wne, with a weathei-cock on the top, and on ei the entiance 
hung seven bells The intei 101 was full of images, and these, as well .is some 
of the ceremonies, confiinnng the Poituguese in then pievious behet that the 
natives weie Clmstians, they began to pay then devotions The dimness of 
the hght did not allow them to see the land of figmes the} weie w*oi ■shipping, 
but on loolang aiound the} 1- discerned monstious shapes on the walls, some 
with gieat teeth sticking an inch out of then mouth, othei s with foui aims and 
such frightful faces, that one of the Poituguese, on beholding one ol them, be- 
foie which he was making lus genuflexion, exclaimed, “If this be the de\il, it 
is God I woislnp ” On appioachmg the city the multitude became immense, 
and the cotwal halted at the house of his hi othei, who was waiting, along with 
a numbei of nans, to conduct De Gama with all the pomp of an ambassadoi 
into the loyal piesence Though almost stifled by the pi ess, he was so much 
giatified that he could not help obseiving to those aiound lnm, “The} little 
think m Poitugal what lionoui is done us heie” 

The palace, at which they amved an horn befoie sunset, had a handsome 
appeaiance, and was sunounded by tiees, and gardens adoined with fountains 
It was entered by a senes of five mclosuies, each hnMiig its own sep.nate gate, 
and such was the eagerness of the populace to squeeze themselves m, that 
seveial were ciushed to death At the giand entiance De Gama was leceived 
by the chief mimstei and liigli-piiest, a little old man, who, aftei embiacmg 
him, took him with lus attendants into the piesence The hall of audience was 
set lound with seats, using as in a theatie, the flooi was caipeted with gieen 
velvet, and the walls hung lound with silks of chveise colouis At the head of 
the hall the zamonn lay leckned on a land of sofa, with a covenng of white 
silk wrought with gold, and a nch canopy oveiliead He was a laige, stout 
man, of dark complexion, advanced m yeais, and with something majestic m 
his appearance He wore a short coat of fine calico, adorned with blanches and 
loses of beaten gold, the buttons weie laige peails Anothei piece of -white 
calico leached to his knees A kind of untie, glitteimg with peails and pie- 
cious stones, covered his head, lus eais weie strung with jewels of the same 
kind , and both his fingers and toes weie loaded with diamond lings His aims 
and legs, left naked, were adoined with gold biacelets Neai him stood two 
gold basons and a gold fountain, the one bason contained betel and aieca nut, 
winch was handed lnm by an attendant, the othei received it when chewed , 
the fountain supplied water to rinse Ins mouth 
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After De Gama entered and made Ins obusancc accordin 0 to tin custom of aii in 
the country b) bowing Ins bodv three times and lifting up Ins hands the 
zamonn looked kindl) at hun rtcognmd lum bj a sc \ reel) perceptible inch ti i u 
nation of the head, and ordered him b) si Q ns to advance and hit down ntai 
him The attendants bem 0 admitted took their scuts opjiositc mul were 
regaled with fruits On callin 0 for w iter to drink a golden cup with v spout 
was brought but the) were told that it was considered bad manners to touch 
the vessel with their lips. The awkwardness of the I’orti^uc'e who in at 
tempting to drink b) the spout either choked themselves with the w iter 01 
spilled it upon their clothes gave much amusement to the court De Ginn 
havm e been asked b) the z-amorm to op'rn lus business gave lum to understand 
that the custom of princes in Europe was to hear ambassadors in the presence of 
onl) a few of their chief counsellors, lhe sug 0 cstion w is immuliatclv adopted 
and the audience took place in another apartment similar to the former where 
onl) De Gam i and another Portuguese who acted as his interpreter on the one 
side and the zamonn lus chief minister the comptroller of his housthold and 
Ins betel server on the other were present “W hen asked whence he came and 
with what object Do Gama answered that he was an ambissador of the king 
of Portugal the greatest prmce mall the West who lman 0 heard that there 
were Christian princes in the Indies, of whom the king of Calicut was the chief 
had sent an ambassador to conclude a treat) of trade and friendship w ltb lum 
He added that for sixt) ) ears the king of Portugal and his predecessors had 
been endeavounng to di cover India b) sea and had at length succeeded foi 
the first time In anticipation of this success the kin 0 lies master hid 
intrusted him with two letters the deliver) of which as it was now late he 
would with the zamonn s permission defer till tomorrow Dc Gama had 
reason to think he had mide ft favourable impression as the /anion n icpcatcd 
lus welcome made inquiries as to the distanco to Portugal and the time 
occupied b) the \ o) age and declared lus w illm 0 ness not onl) to recognize the 
king of Portugal as his friend and brother but to send an ambassadoi to his 
court 

De Gama after passing the night with Ins attendants m a lodging speci dlv d c ma 

propouxl 

provided for them began next morning to prepare a present for the zamonn prose t 
He was not well supplied for that purpose but after selecting four pieces of 
scarlet six hats four branches of coi \l six almosars a parcel of brass a chest 
of su o 0.r two barrels of oil and two of honey sent for the roval fictor and cot 
wal to asl their opinion On lookin 0 at the articles they burst into a lau 0 li 
and told lum that the poorest mercli uit who came to the port made a bettei 
present A kind of altercation aiose and at last the fictor and cotwal departed 
after taking Ins promise that he would not visit the kin 0 till they returned to 
go with lum He waited the whole da) but they never nppe ired On the day 
followm 0 when the) arrived and he complained of then behaviour the) made 
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ad 1408 light of it and began to talk mdiffeiently of otliei matter The fact was that 
they had been gained by the Moois, who, feaung that then mteiests might be 
seuously affected by the opening up of a new tiade Mitli Em ope, and the con- 
sequent decline of that which had hitheito been earned on by the Red Sea, 
weie detei mined to leave no means untiied to fiustiate the object oi the Portu- 
guese expedition 

do Gums When De Gama went to the palace to pay the \isit vlnch, accoidfng to 
tother'r* 1 appointment, should have been paid a day soonei, the efiect of the Moonsh 
T "" rm mtugue was veiy appaient He was kept waiting foi tin ee horn •> , and v, hen at 
last admitted, was told anguly liy the /amonn that he had waited loi him all 
the day befoie He was then asked how it was that, if he came fiom so gieat 
and uch a punce as he lepiesented his king to be, he In ought no piesent with 
linn, though m eveiy embassy of fnendship that must be legal ded as a neces- 
sary ciedential De Gama made the best excuse possible in the cncunistances 
by refenmg to the unceitain issue of Ins voyage, which made it impuuleiit to 
piovide a piesent which tlieie might be no oppoitunity oi dclneung, and pio- 
mismg that if he lived to cany home the news of his discoveiy, a suitable 
present would ceitamly amve The /amonn, not yet satisfied, obsei \ ed, “I heai 
you have a St Maiy m gold, and desne I may have that” De Gama, taken 
somewhat aback at this demand, lephed that the image was not gold, but only 
wood gilded, and as he attnbutecl Ins pieseivation at sea to its influence, he 
must be excused foi not paitmg with it The /amonn, quitting the subject, 
asked for the two letteis, which indeed contained only the same thing in dupli- 
cate, the one written in Poituguese and the otliei in Aiabic The lettei, intei - 
pieted by Monzaide, was in puipoit as follows — “As soon as it was known to 
King of por the King of Portugal that the King of Calicut, one of the mightiest pnnees of all 
letter the Inches, was a Chnstian, he was desnons to cultivate a tiade and fnendship 
with him, for the conveniency of lading spices m his poits, foi which, m 
exchange, the commodities of Poitugal should be sent, oi else gold and silvei, 
m case lus majesty chose the same, lefemng it to the geneial, his ambassadoi, 
to make a fuithei repoit” This lettei, and the noble healing of Vasco de 
Gama, who tlnoughout the intei view behaved in a mannei becoming the high 
charactei which lie claimed, disabused the nnnd of the zamonn of the linpies- 
sion received of him through the intrigues of the Moois, who had sedulously 
circulated a lurnoiu that he was no ambassadoi, hut meiely a pnate He theie- 
fore conveised with lum m the most friendly mannei, and gave him full hbeity 
to bring any merchandise he had with him aslioie and dispose of it to the best 
advantage 


^Moorish ^ * ie next da v ^ ie 31 st of May, De Gama piepaied to letum to his ships, 
nitngues and was actually on the way to Pandaiane, when the Moois, feanng that if he 
once got away lie would not again leturn, induced the cotwal, by a°laige bnbe, 
to hasten after and detain lnm, so as to affoid them an oppoitunity of disposing 
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of him smnmardv The cotwnl accordingly pet out in pursuit nnd found Do \nn«s 
Gama hastening on considerably m advance of hw attendants Hio cotwal * 

rallied him on lus Irate nnd ashed linn if he running away He nnswcrtd 
\es I om running away from tin host nnd continued Ins journey the cot- 
wal keeping dose 1»\ him till he reached the villagt It was sunset Ik fore Ins 
men came up hut he called tmmedi itclv f rn boat I he cot mil at first end< a 
voured to dissuade him but tmdin^ him resolute {intended to sc rid for tin 
Imatmin wiitli at the saint, tunc he sint another niissn" onfinng tin in to 
keep out of the wa\ Hit consequence axis that no boat apjKared nnd thin 
ins no alternative but to pass tlie night on short 

In the mornitu matter* wcaimed a still more thn itcmng nnixannce The 0,10 m 
cotwal instead of bnn_m n a l»oat told him to tj noluliur! 

onler lus slujw nearer short an I on his refusal 
threw off all di gm.se tellm n linn that as he 
Mould not do what la was onl rod he shoul 1 
not go on boarL Do Gama was thus to nil in 
tents n prisoner The doors of bis 1 xl„ui tt wen 
hbnt, nnd several nairs with drawn sworels kept 
guard within. Gocllo meantime ha l eonie with 
Ins !>oats w ithin a short distance of the shore 
nnd fortunately by comma meat m n with one of 
De Gamas sailors, who had lieen left outmh 
was apprised of lus situation. Tlie cotwnl while 
he stilt detained him scorned nfnud to proceed 
to violent extremes and nfler finding that he 
could not lure tlio vessel* into the hnrlxwr so 
as to gi\e the Moors an opjiortmuty of destroy 
in e them elianged lus Lactics and asked only 
that the merchandise should be sent ashore p p iiwik trr-r 
His object apparently was to appropriate it to 

himself nnd as Do Camas presence interfi re<I w ith this oljcct he was easily IU 
induced as soon as the merchandise armed to allow him to depart 

De Gama once free of the cotwnl and Ins associates dctcnmmd not again 
to place himself in their power but took care by Ins factor Diego Dia? brother 
of the more celebrated Bartolommeo who first doubled the Cape to acquaint 
the ramonn with the unworthy treatment to which he had been subject* d 
Tlie znmonn seemed much incensed nnd promised both to punish the offenders Tr»m 
and send merchants to purchase the goods. He could scarcely hn\ c been sin 
cere for the insolence of the Moors increased and the goods which they took 
every opportunity to depreciate found few purchasers. A 1 md of traffic how 
ever was established and after permission was given to remove the goods from 
Pandaranc to Calicut as a more suitable marl et much friendly intei course took 
Vor i 1 
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place between the Poituguese and the natnes They were not destined, how- 
evei, to pait so amicably 

Moie than two months had elapsed since the nnivnl of the PoitugWM 
vessels, and as the noith-cast monsoon, on wlndi the} doptrnh d foi tin n i< turn 
homewaids, was about to set m, Do G.iina on tin* 1 Oth of August, ii t Du go 
Diaz to the /amonn with a present of sraifs, silks, <oia], and ofht i filings, and 
a notification of his intention to depirt Tie u is obliged to wait four dn-> 
foi admission, and was then rectned with a tiownmg < ount< n uu i The 
zamoi in’s mind had been completely poisoned , and In* lcgaid? d the Poi ftigu* si? 
eithei as pnates, who had come tor plnndei, oi spits, who, after aequ noting 
themselves with the conntiy, intended to icturn with a lit et sufhe it nt to im.ieb> 
it Accoidmgly a guaid was sot o\er the house which tin Pe»ilugu»».<* had u-i d 
fora factory, pieventing all cgicss, and a prut lain it ton <1 piohihitmg ill 
intei com sc with the Poituguese ships 

De Gama, on learning what had happened, was ninth mcemid, but dru- 
mmed to pi occed wsinly, and employ craft agnnst cralt Two eliv-e aftci the 

prodimation four lath 
^ aimed in an dhtiwhn 

I ' , 1 f \ with protiou* stonrs ft a 

sale The} w ere sn^pet tail 
to be spies, lmt De Gann 
spoke to them as if lie 
weie entnely ignorant of 
wliat had taken plaeo in 
Calicut, and allowed them 
to depart, m the hope that their ictum would induce other pci sons of moie conse- 
quence to pay lum a visit Nor was he mistaken Foi the zamonn, com meed 
* by De Gama’s conduct that he was ignorant of the detention of bis tactm Dia/ 
and Ins secietary Biaga, who weie both m the factoiy when the guaul was sot 
ovei it, sent people on hoard to keep him amused till he should be able to efloet 
the destruction of his ships by pi epai mg a fleet m bis own poits, oi bunging 
one fiom Mecca foi that pui-pose De Gama kept Ins own counsel, till one da> 
when six of the pimcipal inhabitants ai lived with fifteen attendants He 
immediately seized them, and sent a lettei ashoie, demanding Ins factoi and 
secietaiy m exchange After some paileying, Diaz and Biaga weie sent aboaid 
and the puncipal inhabitants, who weie nairs, weie returned The attendants, 
howevei, were detained, on the plea that some of the Poituguese merchandise 
was still unaccounted foi This was mere pietence on De Gama’s pa it, foi lie 
had already determined to carry off the poor natives to Poitugal, and exhibit 
them as the voucheis of Ins chscoveiy Immediately aftei making this announce- 
ment to those who had been sent foi the natives, and desiring them to mfoini 
the zamonn that he would shoitly return and give him full means of judging 
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w hither the Christians wen. thieves as the Moors had persuaded him he weyhed ad i.*o 
anchor and set &ul on Ins homeward \o}agu 

Two clip's after their departure when the ships were 1) mg becalmed a league D»e m 
from Calicut, the ratnorms fleet of fort} vessels was seen approaching full ol i.jti 
soldiers. Their object was obvious but the Portuguese b} means of their ^ 1 
ordnance managed to keep them at ba} till a gale fortmntcl} sprung up and 
the} got clear off though not without bcin 0 pursued for an hour and a half 
De Gama for a short time kept near the coast and w hen w ithm tw elv e leagues 
of Goa received the alarming intelligence that the whole coast was in motion 
and that in all its harbours vessels were bein 0 fitted out for the purpose of inter 
ceptin e lmn Longer dtla} therefore seemed dingerous, and he at onec put 
out to sea. 1 he v 0 } age home w as tedious and disastrous hut ultunatel} Belem ^ 1 «• ( 
was reached in September 1 199 after an nbsence of two }cars and two months 
Of the original crew onl} fift} returned alive. The news of their armal was 
hailed with extraordinal} demonstrations of jo} throughout tlie kingdom and 
De Gama, after being conducted into Lisbon m triumphal procession was raised 
to new honours and libcrall} pensioned So elated was King Lmanud with the 
success of the expedition that he forthwith added to Ins titles that of Lord of 
the Conquest and Navigation of Ethiopia Arabia Persia, and the Indies. 

No time was lost in fitting out a new expedition on a more extended scale. s»m, i 
It consisted of thirteen a easels, containing 1200 men, and sailed from Belem 
on the 9th of March 1 uOO under the command of Pedro Alv nrez CabnL Among 
the captains were Bartolommeo Diar the discoverer of the Cape of Good Hope 
and lus brother Diego Diaz, who had been fictm to Wsco de Guna. lhe 
C manes were seen on the 18th but from them the course was so fu west 
ward that the first land the} reached was a new continent the diseover} of 
which though little importance appears to base been attached to it at the time 
ultunatel} proved the most valuable acquisition madt b} the crown of Portly d 
It was Bnzil lhe expedition again sailed on tho 2d of Ma} for the Cipe of 
C ood Hope but was thrown into considenible alnnn b} tlie appearance of a 
comet winch continued to increase for ten da}S and shone so bryhtl} as to lie 
visible both day and nyhfc The disasters of which it was dreaded as the fore 
runner scuned to he realized b} the bursting of a storm w ith such suddenness 
and fury that before the sails could he furled four of the vessels one of them 
commanded by Bartolommeo Diaz sunk with ever} soul on boaul and the 
others were so shattered and filled with water that had not their sails been so 
tom as to leave notlnn 0 but bare poles the} must certaml} hive foutuleicd 

Dreadful as the storm was it was nltunitel} wcatluied and Cnhial found su>nn ir 
on its abating that the Cape of Good Hope was alread} doubled Continuity c «i n ro 
alon a the south east coast of Africa lie fell in with two vessels at anchor near 
Sofala They took fright and made for the shore hut were pursued and over 
taken They proved to be Moorish vessels bound for Melinda As the Portu 
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guese xveie on fuendly teims xvitli its clnef, Cabial an .is souy foi an hat had 
happened, moie especially as the most valuable pait of the c«ugo consisted of 
gold, Avlncli, dining the tenoi of the flight, had been thioAvn ox'eiboaid On 
expiessing his legiet, the Mooush captain gi;iA 7 cly asked Ashethei he had not 
some xvizaid Avitli him, xvho might conjiue it up fiom the bottom of the sea At 
Melinda, Avlieie the chief pio\ed as fuendly as beloie, Cabial anus funushed 
Avitli tivo Gujeiat pilots TJndei then guidance he made apiospeious Aoyage 
acioss the Indian Ocean, and cast anehoi AVitlnn a league of Calicut on the 13tl) 
of Septembei 

Slioitly aftei Ins aiuval seA r eial nans came on boaid, bunging the zamoun s 
Avelconie, and making gieat offeis of fuendslnp Cabral xvas thus induced to 
take Ins ships neaiei the city, and sent ashoie foui natives anIiohi Yasco de 
Gama had earned off He aftei wax ds sent a messengei, intimating that he came 
bom Poitugal pmely to settle tiade and fuendslnp, but, taught by De Gama’s 
expeuence, he lefused to land till hostages Aveie given This demand pioduced 
some delay and altei cation, but at last six of the puncipal n.itiAes armed, and 
Cabial ventuied ashoie The mtei viexv took place m a pavilion, elected on 
pmpose, neai the Avatei-edge The zamoun, diessed neaily as an hen De Gama 
visited him, dazzled all eyes Avitli the size and bulliancy of the diamonds, mines, 
sapplmes, and peails, Avlncli studded his giiclle and hung fiom his ears, oi 
coveied Ins fingers and toes His chan of state and palanquin, all of gold and 
sdvei, cuuously avi ought, glistened Avitli piecious stones, and, among othei 
aiticles composed of the piecious metals, weie tlnee gold and seA r enteen silvei 
ti umpets, and vauous sdvei lamps, and censeis smoking Avitli peitumes Cabial, 
aftei delivering his ciedentials, and stating the desne of the King of Poitugal to 
enjoy the zamoun’s fuendslnp, and establish at Calicut a factoiy, Avlncli should 
be supplied Avitli all kinds of Euiopean goods, and take spices in exchange, oi 
pay foi them m ready money, caused the piesent to be bi ought m It consisted 
of a avi ought silvei basin gilt, a fountain of the same, a sdvei cup Avitli a gilt 
covei, tAvo cushions of cloth of gold, and tivo of crimson velvet, a cloth of state of 
the same velvet stuped and bound Avitli gold lace, and tAvo uch pieces of anas 
So far all things had gone on smoothly , but beneath this seeming friendship 
mutual distrust Avas at Avoik, piepanag foi a final luptuie First, the hostages, 
on learning that Cabial xvas preparing to return, began to suspect that they 
might be detained altogether, and endeavouied to escape by leaping into the 
sea Some succeeded, xvlnle those re-captvued Aveie tieated Avitli some degiee of 
haishness Befoie the misundei standing thus occasioned xvas completely cleaied 
up, Cabral proposed to send a message to the zamoun, to ask xvhethei he xvas 
xvfihng to finish the agieement xvhicli he had begun So stiong xvas the 
conviction among the Poituguese that this message xvould only make matteis 
an oise, that Fiancisco Couea xvas the only man m the fleet bold enough to 
x r olunteei to cany it Contiaiy to expectation, Couea met xvitli a fuendly 
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reception and completed an arrangement by vv lucli a regul ir Portuguese factor} a d i oo 
vv as established in Calicut under tlie elmrgc of Ins brother Ayres Correa Tlus 
factor seems to Ime been very indifferently qualified for Ins office and allowed 
himself to be imposed upon nt nil bands and more especially by the Moors who 
had never ceased tliur intrigues from the first moment when the Portuguese 
made tliur appearance At their instigation some hostile manifestations were 
made particularly In Khoja Comireci the admiral of Calicut and appearances 
became so alarming that Cabral deemed it necessary to quit the harbour and 
stood out to sea The zamonn expressed deep and apparently sincere regret 
at the cause of C ibral s removal and showed a willingness to take whatever 
steps nu 0 lit bo necessary to restore confidence He g ive orders to pre\ent the 
interference of the Moors remov ul an officer whom he had pi iced in the fictory 
and substituted another who lie thought, would be more acceptable He cv en 
took, the still more decided step of remoung the fictory from a locality which 
ga\e the Moors too great control o\cr it and ga\c the Portuguese a perpetual 
grant of a new house more conveniently situated near the seashore. The 
good effect of these measures was soon visible and the Portuguese wall ed 
the streets of Calicut as safely and as free from molestation as if they had 
been in Lisbon. 

The Moors whose resources m intrigue were inexhaustible determined to m*> t 
break up this understanding and tried to effect it by a rather singular expedient * iBU< * 
Availing themselves of the vindictive feelings of the officer who had been 
removed from the Portuguese fictory they employed lum to persuade Con ea 
that Cabral could not confer a greater service on the zamorm than to cap tine 
a hr e c ship which was bound from Ccvlon to Cambiv or Gujerat with 
eleplimts. One of these animals winch the zamorm coveted bad been lefused 
and as he had thus been unable to obtain it by fair means hi would be very 
glad to obtain it anyhow lhe Moors calculited that the master of the vessel 
whom they had put on his guard would be more than a nutch foi the Portu 
gue. e admiral and at nil ev ents tlmt the Portuguese by attacking a v easel with 
which they had no proper ground of quirrel would justify the reputxtion which 
they had given them as mere depredators. C ibral fell too tisily into the snare 
thus laid for lnm but after discov enn 0 the trick made the best reparation he 
could by restoring the v csscl to its owners. 

lhc Moors disappointed in their object lcsumed then former practiecs and r rt\ c* 
threw many obstructions in the way of the Poituguesc who m consequence saw to «i 
the time for tlieir departure approaching while tliur ships remained unliden 
Cabral complained to the zamonn and was authorized to search the ve sels 
of the Moors tnd take whatever spices were found m them only paying the 
original cost prices The Moors were too numerous and influential to he thus 
summarily dealt with and on one of their ships being seized obtained permis 
sion from the fickle zamonn to retaliate They took measures accordingly and 
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having excited a not, strained the Poituguese lnctoiy Many of the inmates, 
and am ong otheis Ayies Conea, tlie pnncipal factoi, lost then lives 

Cabial, not having leceived any apology foi this outiage liom the /uinoiin, 
detei mined to take lus own method of levenge, without giving himself any 
concern as to the lawfulness of the means On a sudden, without note ol warning, 
he made a furious onset on ten large ships which weie lying in the haibour, 
and aftei a contest, dunng which 600 of the Moors and natives penshed, gained 
possession of the cargoes and set the ships on hie Not satisfied with tins, he 
opened Ins fiie upon the town Many of its public buddings Aveie destioyed, 
and the inhabitants, becoming ciowded in then flight, fell in gieat liumbeis 
The zamonn himself made a nanow escape, as one of Ins nans, who was 
immediately behind him, was stiuck down by a cannon-ball 

Peace was now out of the question, and open wai was declaied The Poitu 
guese, howevei, had no idea of abandoning then Indian tiaflic, and on being 
dispossessed of one factoi y, immediately looked out foi anothei F.uthei south 
than Calicut, and bounding with it, was the kingdom oi lajahship of Cochin 
It lecogmzed the supiemacy of Calicut, but had often aspued to independence, 
and was tlieiefoie easily induced to listen to pioposals of amity fiom the Poitu- 
guese The powei of these new visitois had been signally displayed m then 
lecent contest with the zamonn, and the King of Cochin could scaicely doubt 
that, weie then powerful aid secuied, the yoke of Calicut might soon be shaken 
off Accordingly, when Cabral appealed off the coast, and stated Ins desne to 
make the town and haibour of Cochin the seat of Poituguese comma ce, the 
terms weie easily ananged The lajali, whose name was Tiunnpaia 01 Tiimum- 
paia, at once agieed to give hostages as a secunty that the Poituguese should 
not be tieaclieiously dealt with when aslioie, only stipulating that the two nail’s 
whom he sent for the puipose should be changed clady, as they could not eat on 
slnpboaid without becoming unfit foi the loyal piesence, 01 , m otliei Avoids, 
losing caste 

The haiboui of Cochin, framing one of a senes of lagoons winch heie line the 
coast, and have occasional openings by Avhicli ships can entei, Avas f.u supenoi 
to that of Calicut, and the Portuguese saiv leason to congratulate themselves 
on then change of locality, but lecent expenence made them cautious, and all 
that Cabial at fiist ventuied to do Avas to land a factoi of the name of Gonzalo 
Gil Baibosa, a clerk, an mteipietei, and four cnminals Avliom he had hi ought 
fiom Portugal, avIio Aveie to act as seivants Them leception Avas veiy giacious, 
but the court piesented none of the dazzhng state conspicuous at Calicut It 
soon appeared, howevei, that it possessed moie valuable qualities Foi eveiy 
piomise made Avas fulfilled to the lettei , and the lading of the Poituguese 
vessels Avitli the spices which the country pioduced in abundance, Avas accom- 
plished without delay This diffeience of treatment Avas probably raving, not 
so muen to the peisonal qualities of the S0A r ereigns of Calicut and Cochin, as to 
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their relativt positions — the former considering himself strong enough to make abioi 
his will law and if so disposed to play the tyrant while the latter wn thing 
under a galling yoke was convinced that his best chance of escaping it was to 
throw himself mto the hands of the Portuguese This feeling of a common 
interest and a common danger naturally smoothed down many difficulties and 
made friendship when, once established firm and lasting 

The impression which the Portuguese had produced both bj the terror of rn u 
their arms and the extent of their commercial transactions was strikingly f mo ti 
evinced bv the anxiety which sea eral nativ e states now manifested to secure 1 h 
their alliance From the chiefs of two of these — Cananore situated consider 
ably north of Calicut and Coulan or rathei Quffon situated considerably south 
of Cochin in the state of 1 ra\ ancore — messengers arrived to invite the Portu 
guese to their harbours promising them spices on cheaper terms than they could 
he obtained at Cochin. Cabral was of course inclined to open communications 
in as many quarters os possible with a view to subsequent traffic but at the time 
it was impossible to do more than promise a future visit as he had more senous 
work on hand. Just as he was completing his cargo a formidable fleet com 
posed of twenty five large ship and many smaller vessels appeared off the 
coast It was said to have 15 000 soldiers on board and to be destined to 
avenge the injuries infhctel on Calicut This information was furnished by the 
Rajah of Cochin who proved his fidelity to his new allies by offering them all 
the assistance in Ins pow er but Cabral thanking him for the offer felt confident 
that he would prove more than, a match for them single handed. It would seem 
however that this confidence was somewhat shaken for after some manoeuvring 
w itlv the view of bringing the enemy to action he suddenly changed his mind 
and sailed away m such haste that he chd not even take time to restore th( c b i 
hostages whom he had receivt d from the rajah To increase the ignominy of the \>j ti 
flight he was pursued a whole day by the Calicut fleet When it left him fl ro t 
at night he appears to have availed himself of the darkness to regain the Mai i 
bar coast and anchored in front of Cananore where he took in 400 quintals of 
cinnamon 1 he rajah was so friendly that supposing the want of money to be 
the reason why he did not take more he offered him any additional quantity on 
u edit and showed how anxious he was to cultivate the Portugue e allianct 
by actually sending an ambassador with Cabral to Europe for that purpose 
Nothing of much interest occurred on the homeward voyage and Cabral 
arrived in Lisbon on the 31st of Julj loOl Of the ships which onginallj 
formed the expedition only six returned. 

Before Cabrals arrival a third Portuguese expedition was on its waj to India ^ 

It had sailed in March and consisted only of three ships and a caravel, with sped t 
400 men under the command of an experienced seaman of the name of Tuan de 
Nueva His instructions proceeding on the assumption th it Cabral had estab- 
lished factories at Sofila and at Calicut were to leave two of the vessels with 
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a d 1501 their caigoes at the foimei, ancl proceed with the two otheis to the Littei town 
As a precautionaiy measuie the expedition was to call at San Bias, situated cast 
of the Cape of Good Hope, and wait ten days to give an oppoitumty of meeting 
with any of Cabial’s ships which might be on then way home Ueie they 
found a lettei which had been left foi them, detailing the events which had 

taken place at Calicut 
and Cochin In conse- 
quence of this informa- 
tion, Juan de Nue\a 
deemed it linpiudent to 
separate his vessels, and 
pioceeded w ith the whole 
for India, aiming in 
Novembei at Anchedrv a, 
a small island on the 
coast south of Goa 
Shortly aftei heanehoied 
oft Cananoic, the ia]ah 
of which w as veiy urgent 
that he should lade theie, 
but anxiety to leain the state of mattem at the factoiy induced him to decline 
and hasten on to Cochin 

DeXu^i On amving, he learned that the lajali, though gieatly offended with Cabial 

arrives at 

cociun for leaving without notice and canying off Ins hostages, liad pioved a faithful 
ally, and given full piotection to all the members of the factoiy, but that the 
Moois had carried their hostdity so fai as on one occasion to set file to it, and 
m vanous ways, by depi eciatmg the value of then merchandise, bad piejudiced 
the native tiadeis against them to such a degree, that they refused to pait 
with their spices except foi ready money As this was a commodity with 
which Juan de Nueva was very scantily piovided, he immediately letumed to 
Cananore, wheie the rajah dealt with him much more hbeially, and furnished 
him with 1000 quintals of peppei, 50 of gingei, and 450 of cinnamon, togethei 
with some cotton cloth, to he paid out of the pioceeds of the goods which he 
had lodged for sale m a Portuguese factory established theie While occupied 
with these commercial tiansactions, Juan de Nueva leceived intelligence that a 
large fleet belonging to the zamonn was on the way to attack lum The rajah 
who sent the intelligence advised lnm to land his men and ordnance, and 
make an entienchment on shore, as the only effectual means of defence He 
araonn'r was no ^ so easi ty intimidated, and, on the next day, when 100 vessels weie seen 
fleet entering the bay, he advanced to meet them, and pouiecl m his shot with such 
good effect, that the zamonn s commander hung out a flag of tiuce, and, aftei a. 
parley, agieed to quit the hay, and make the best of Ins way hack to Calicut 
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This failure made such an impression on the zamorin that he proposed teims of adio 
accommodation. Juan de Nueva probably feeling that his powers were not 
sufficient for transacting business of so much importance set sail for Europe 
His homewvrd \ojage was prosperous and he arrived safely with all his ships 

The accounts brought home by Cabral satisfied the King of Portugal that c pedtio 
he must either fit out his expeditions on a scale of greater magnitude or d^GMu^ 
desist from the attempt to establish a trade in the East. The latter alter 
native was not to be thought of for even under the most adverse circum 
stances the profit had counterbalanced the loss It vv os therefore determined 
that the next expedition would be more adequate to the objects contemplated 
These were not merely to overawe any of the native Indian pnnees who might 
be disposed to be hostile but to chastise the insolence of the Moors by attackm 0 
their trade in its principal seat Accordingly the expedition now fitted out 
consisted in all of twenty ships The command at first offered to Cabral was 
ultimately given to Vasco de Gama who was to proceed directly to India with 
ten ships while his brother Stephen de Gama and Vicente Sodie were each to 
have the command of a squadron of five and clear the sea of Moors the one by 
scouring the Malabar coast and the other b} cruizing off the entrance to the 
Red Sea 

Vasco de Gama honoured with the title of Admiral of the Eastern Seas set w 

i it 

sill with Vicente Sodre on the 3d of March 1502 before Juan de Nuevas 
return Stephen de Gima did not leave before the 1st of Ma} Having 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope and sailed up the east coast of Africa for the 
purpose of establishing factories at Sofila and Mosambique Vasco de Gama 
after waiting till he was joined b} his brother continued bis course across the 
Indian Ocean and had arrived within sight of Mount Dili} a little north 
of Cananore when he fell in with a large ship belonging to the Sultan of 
Fgypt It was richly laden and had on hoard man} Mahometans of rank 
and wealth bound on a pilgrimage to Mecca He immediately attacked it 
and captured it after a vigorous resistance To his disgnce he made an atio u caries 
cious use of his victory Going on board lie called the principal passengers i P 
before him and ordered them to produce whatever property they had in money 
or in goods They declared that most of both had been left in Calicut but 
on Ins throwing one of them bound hand and foot into the sea and threat 
ening to treat all the others in the same way they became terrified and 
yielded to his demand. He hod thus secured a rich prize by questionable 
means and ought at all e\ ents to hav e been satisfied w ith it Instead of this 
he acted as if he had thrown aside ever} feehn 0 of humanity and resolved 
to play the barbarian not for the profit but merely for the pleasure it afforded. 

After dividing the plunder among his crews and removing all the children 
to hr own ship in order to fulfil a \ow which bound him to make monks of all 
the males lie should thus capture he forced all the passengers and crew of the 
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ad 1502 Moonsh vessel below, and, having nailed down the hatches upon them, told Ins 
biothei to set it on file The fiendish oidei was executed, but the unhappy 
victims, lendeied despeiate, made supei human elioits, and having bioken open 
Da Gamas the hatches, succeeded in quenching the flames Had they been the guiltiest 
bmbantj WJLetc p e!5 possible, instead of being foi the most pait moflensive pilgmns, they 
had now siuely done enough to save then lives But no Then destiuction 
had been oideied, and Vasco de Gama was not to be satisfied with less 
Stephen, who pioved himself no unwilling instalment in his biothei’s hands, 
was told to boaid, and made the attempt, but met with such a leccption 
fiom the Mahometans, when they saw that no meicy was to be expected, as 
compelled lnm to letue Had De Gama been acting undci a sudden burst of 
passion, he had now full time to cool, foi night came on, and nothing moie 
could be done till moinmg When he lose, it was only to iepe.it lus inhuman 
01 clei the vessel w r as again boaided and set on file, and *300 peixons, of whom 
tliufcy weie women, weie burned to death, oi di owned, oi slaughteied Of 
all who weie in the vessel when the captuie was made, not a soul escaped 
except the clnldien, whom this bloody baptism initiated into the Romish faith 
His arnvii After tins infamous tiansaction one almost shuddeis to mention the name of 
Vasco de Gama, but the couise of the n.uiative cannot in the meantime pioceed 
without lnm In lus next pioceedmg, the caution which he used, when he 
thought it possible that Ins own life might be m daugei, conti asts stiangely with 
the lecklessness he showed when imquitously disposing of the lives of others 
Having anclioied off Cananoie, he desired an intei view with the lapili, but as 
the captivity he had sufteied at Calicut on his fiist voyage seemed still uppei- 
most m his mind, he adopted the device of having a ivooden budge, which 
piojected a consideiable way into the watei At the end of this budge, winch 
was coveied with caipets, a pavilion was leaied to form the hall of audience 
The lajah made Ins appeaiance fiist, attended by 10,000 nail's, and advanced to 
the pavilion amid the beating of dnmis and floiuishes of tnunpets De Gama 
came accompanied by all his boats, adorned with flags, and took Ins place m the 
pavilion, undei a salute of aitilleiy The xcsult of the mtei view was a tieaty 
of amity, and the establishment of a Poituguese factoi y at Cananoie 


TOedmgs at Flom Cananore De Gama continued lus couise to Calicut, and, making Ins 

Calicut appeaiance unexpectedly ni the loads, captiu ed seveial small boats, containing 
about fifty natives Whatevei just cause of quanel he may have had with the 
zamoiin, these pool cieatuies weie not implicated, and yet, on not obtaining 
lechess for the destiuction of the Poituguese factoi y, and the loss of fives occa- 
sioned by it, fie hung them up at the yaid-ann, and, aftei they weie dead, cut ofi 
then aims and feet, and caused them to be earned aslioie, with a message to the 
zamonn, that similai tieatment was m leseive foi himself foi Ins lepeated 
breaches of faith To show that he was m earnest, he oideied tlnee ships to 
stand m as near as possible to the town, and open then fiie upon it The royal 
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pnlicc wits one of tlie mam buddings thus demolished. M ithnnt waiting to ad w 
ascertain the effect he lefl\ictntc Sodn with n squadron to scour the coast 
and dcstroj the Moorish trade and stt Kail for Cochin Here matters avert 
casil} re established on their former friend!} fwlm n mutual presents win i\ 
changed and a commercial troatv of a more firmal natun than that pnxiousl} 
existing was concluded. 

The next proceeding of the rnnorm was ver} inexcusnl h mil itulctd looks twi .«7 r 
as if lie lnd determined to put himself ontirel\ in the \vmn„ Hearing that 
l)c Gama was Imhn^ at Cochin he s* nt a iness« nger im itin^ htm to Calicut, 
and promising tint cm rj thing n »uhl l»e nmti 0 d to his entirt wti fiction 
Tins was rather a Hinder foundation on which to mgotmt< lmt pow with 
Calicut was ft It to Ik. so desirable that I)e C aim di tenmned to mnk< mu < ff rt 
more, to secure it, an l set out alone leaving all Ins other ships Inhind 1 lie 
temptation was too strong fir tin fichh nnd tortuous rourt of Calicut an 1 D( 

Gama, instead of the fncndlv mxptmn which he had anticipated was set up n 
b} a larg fleet of small \csm Is nnd ver} narrow 1} i <a|>ed 1m made prisoner 
Further negotiation was of court impossible thouji he ought certain!} 1 1 
lm< disdaimd to tale the pett} r vengi of putting the nmormn mess* nger 
to death 

The details of the conflicts which ensued possess little interest In one of an m f 
them De Gams, after putlm n to flight a largi nmnlior of small vessels eaptimd 
two large Moon h ships which pro\ ed valuable pares, lioth of them 1m mg 1 
richl} ladm while on Imard one of them was nn imn n t of gold of thirtv pounds 
weight with eim raids for its e}es a ruin curious!} wrought nnl n t with pn 
cions stones for its covering and on its Imast a largi ml} Ha\m n again 
v lsi t<sl Cannnore and united with its rajah nnd that of Cochin m f»mnn„ a 
kind of tnph alliance for mutual deft net Dc Gama, leav N ic* nt< S vlre w ith 
lies wjua Iron aaiUd for 1 urope on tin 20th of Deamlxr l^OT hut did not reach 
Portugal till the fill ownip, Siptcinlier Hi had again proved lumsdf an nllo 
navigator lmt his prociedtngs lmd rather tarnished than increased Ins fimo 
His sovereign how ever was satisfies! nnd n warded him w ith the title of Count 
of Videgueim 

Before Pc Gama departed the Rajah of Coehm lmd made him nw are of ti mmnri 
threatening messages which ho had nceivcd from the ramonn The penl to 'itirk 
which n futhful ally was thus exposed entitled his case to a more careful C “ M 
consideration than it received and he was left exposed to the full fur} of the 
ramonn a rev enge. Nor w as it long before it ov ertook him De Gama h depar 
ture was too fivourahle nn opportunity to bo lost, nnd hostile preparations on a 
most formidable scale were immediate!} commenced In the vicimtj of Ponan} 
about sixteen leagues north of Cochin 50 000 men were assembled. Before 
commencing operations the zarnonn asked nothing more than the surrender 
of the Portuguese who had fixed their residence in Cochin The population 
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ad 1504 weie urgent that the demand should be complied with, but the lajali stood firm, 
and, thougli Ins force was comparatively insignificant, advanced to the encounter 
The contest, howevei, was too unequal, and he was diiven from post to post, 
Hi! l\g was at last obliged to abandon Ins capital, and seek an asylum m the 
island of Vaipi, oi Yipeen, m its vicinity 

Awvof While m this extiemity he received no suppoit fiom Vicente Sodie, who 
tlZZtl kept ciuizmg about making captmes, but on some shallow pretext 01 other 
refused to give any duect assistance Powerful aid, however, was approach- 
ing Nine ships had sailed from Lisbon, m tlnee equal squadrons, undei the 

respective commands of Alonso or Alfonso 
Albuqueique, Fiancisco Albuqueique, and 
Antonio Saldanha The last was to cruize 
m the mouth of the Red Sea, the others 
were to proceed dnectly to India Francisco 
Albuqueique amved first, and with a con- 
siderable addition to Ins squadion, in con- 
sequence of having fallen m with some of 
the ships belonging to Vicente Sodie This 
powerful lemfoicement completely changed 
the aspect of affaiis, and the zamonn was 
defeated at every point Tmrmpaia, m the 
]oy of Ins heart, not only confened new 
privileges on the Portuguese, but gave them 
permission to build a foit 

On the arrival of Alfonso Albuqueique 
new energy was tluown into the Portuguese opeiations, and many successful 
expeditions were made both by land and sea The effect of these was 
manifested m various ways In the south Coulan, 01 Quilon, then under 
female government, made a voluntary offei to lade two ships, and consent to 
the establishment of a factory, while the zamonn, dispirited by a senes of 
disastious defeats, was compelled to sue for peace It was gianted, but on 
terms so disadvantageous, that he availed himself of the first pretext for a 
ruptrne, and was soon again at open war For some reason not explained 
ThoAibu the two Albuqueiques, at this very time, when their presence seemed moie 
for” necessary than evei, set sail for Europe, leaving only Duarte Pacheco with 
rurop ° the ship which he commanded, two caravels, and 110 men, foi the defence of 
Cochin. Fiancisco Albuquerque appears to have perished m a stoim, foi he 
was nevei moie heard of, Alfonso, reserved for greater t hing s, amved m 
safety, bringing with him for the king forty pounds of peails, a diamond of 
remarkable size, and two horses, a Persian and an Arab, the first of the kind 
which weie nnported into Portugal 

The zamorin had become convinced that he would never be able smgle- 
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lixmkxl to ox ereomc the Portuguese and then. fire in again preparing to tike , D u> 
the ficl 1 made it his first bu mess to strengthen himself In entering into a 
cail i ti on with nci Q h1>ounng tntea In this he found little difficult) for the 
Portuguese wire not onk Mewed with juloim ns strangers, but h ul pursued n -n«. cun^ 
xerj reckless course ntwi attacking and making prmi of nil vessels of what- 
ever cmintrx whenever tho\ fmnd nn) pretext for stigmatizing them 1») the 
name of Mwis. We have nln ul\ nut with instances of this kind camlill) 
confessed or rathe r complaccntlx dwelt upon b) th(in*el\cx nn 1 it can warcth 
lie dmibtcil tint the instances which tliev luxe not recorded wen still inon 
num rous. Ik this as it mi) tin coalition soon assumed n x eiy f inmd il li 
appearance nnd whih n numerous flint, provided xxith marl) J00 cannon 
prepared to Ixmilmrd Co Inti from tin mi nn nnnx cstimatid nt *>0 000 Ik gnu 
to approach it b) lan<L 

Tnumpari was dismajed nn 1 nppanntl) with good reason fir not mil) iiminn f 
was the encm\ m overwhelming f m hut his subjects, nndirthi influence of 
terror liegan to desert The onl\ person whose courage remained unshaken 
was the Portuguese captain Duarte Pache-o who- when the rajah came to him 
in the greatest nhrm nn 1 Rpol e of hummhr scouted the idea assuring him 
that n xalnnt defence would certain!) proxt successful This wns no empt\ 

Imast Pacheco made nil Ins arrangements with so much skill nnd earned them 
out with so much resolution that the confe Ierat swir ultiinateU obliged to 
retire xvitli a sex ere loss Attempts were npiatcdU madi to nnexx the attack 
but the result was nlwnyn tin same nnd the zainnnti w ith his allies ha 1 the 
mortification of wein B all tlmr cfl* rtw Infilvl hx n mere handful of 1 urojieatis 
Scldoip has there been a more striking example of what one daring spirit can 
accomplish than x\as form In 1 hx Pncheco m this struggle In tin course of it 
the zainonn had lost 18000 nun and xvas now mi bundled as glull\ to accept 
of terms of peace from Ins own tnhutarx Rajah of Cochin \s xu shall not 
ngam meet xxith raclitco xxe ma) hen conclude his historx It is n mtlnneliol) 
one A fleet of thirteen filupe of larger dimensions than had exer before been 
built in Portugal lmm B nmxeil under the command of Lope Soarez Pacheco 
though treated with merited distinction xxas superseded nnd inxestid with the 
gox eminent of 1 1 Mina on the xxest coast of Africa Hero it xxas thought that 
Ins pm ate fortune to which he xxas too heroicall) disposed to give much ntten 
tion would be improx ed This object xxas cntirel) elefeatcd b) a x mlent faction 
xvlncli first thwarted bis measures, nnd then liad the nudacitj to seize Ins 
person on a filse charge and send him home in chains. After languishing for a »i r i 
time m prison ho obtained nn honourable acquittal but it xxas too late. The 
ungrateful return for his distinguished scmccs had broken bis heart, and he 
died either in prison or shortly after he xxas released from it 

Lope Scare? soon after his arrival moved up to Calicut nnd was met b) a 
messenger from the zxmonn who xvas now willing to compl) with oxer) 
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demand made upon him except one This was to delivei up an Euiopean, a 
native of Milan, who had enteied his seivice, and taught him the ait of casting 
cannon, along with otliei nnpoitant naval and military impiovements To his 
lionoui the zamoim demnued to the deliveiy of an individual whose only 
offence was the ability and fidelity with which he had served him Soarez, 
unable 01 unwilling to appreciate the honoui and justice of the zamonn’s lefnsal, 
immediately bombaided the town, and laid the gieatei part of it m ashes Tins 
woik of destiuction accomplished, he immediately pioceeded to anothei, and 
treated the town of Cianganoie, which had adheied to the zamoim, m the same 
way His next exploit began more ominously, but ended still moie tnumph- 
antly In sading noitli from Cianganoie to attack Ponany, he was met by the 
zamonn’s fleet, and duven into a bay Heie lie found himself in imminent 
penl, foi m addition to the fleet befoie which he had been obliged to letne, 
seventeen large Moorish ships, well piovided with cannon, and canymg 4000 
men, weie waiting to leceive him A fieice conflict ensued , but ultimately, with 
a veiy tufling loss to the Portuguese, all the ships of the enemy with then rich 
lading weie destioyed Soarez, thinking he had now done enough to justify 
Ins letuin, left four ships at the foit of Cochin, and set sail foi Europe with the 
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i emamdei His amval at Lisbon, on the 22d of July, 1506, was gladly wel- 
comed, as no uchei cargo m goods and puzes had evei returned from the East 
The next Indian aimament fitted out by Portugal was on a moie magnificent 
scale than any which pieceded it It consisted of twenty- two ships, canymg, m 
addition to the ciew, 1500 fighting men, and was placed undei the command of 
Don Fiancisco Almeida, who bore for the first time the pioud title of Viceroy of 
India His amval m India took place m 1507 The first land leached was the 
island of Anchediva, where, as it occupied a commanding position on the coast, 
and had become a common station foi Portuguese vessels, he built a foit On 
amvrng at Cochin, where he intended to have rewaided Tnumpaia, the old and 
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faithful fill} of tlu- lorlu 0 uiM. with u crown of gold set with jewels winch he a.d i or 
had brought from Portugal for the puqiosc he was astonished to find tint he 
lnd retired from the w orld to spend the run undu of 1ns day s ns n solitary 
devotee Ills nt phew was rei 0 mng in Ins stead and received the crown from the 
hands of Almeula dunn 0 n pompous ceremonial It is probable that he did not 
understand all th it w es meant by it for from th it d ly lie was to be regarded 
not as an independent sovtrci e n but a vassal holding Ins crown during th* 
pleasure of the 1 ortuguese 

Before Vlmeida arrivcil the zamonn had onee more placed all Ins fortunes > t » 
on a venture and as if full} aw ire tint the struggle in which he w es about to ^ i t u 
engage vvoul l prove decisive ol his fate left no means unemployed to insure rt 
success. At this time a pow erf ul d \ nasty w es rugnin 0 in the Deccan over 
territories which in hided a considerable tract of sea coast from Goa northwards 
while thchin 0 dom ol Gujcrat or Cambiya had risen to lie a great naval power 
Both of these states had boon w intonly attached by the Portuguese and their 
commerce liad suff red sev crcly before they w ere aw are of liav ing done any thing 
to provoke hostility Naturally exasperated they entered w ith rculmcss into 
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a combination intended to banish the Portuguese for ever from the Eastern se is 
Even with these auxiliaries the zamonn did not feel secure He therefore 
extended Ins views much further and entered into commumcition with the 
Sultan of Egypt 

I he Mamelul e sultan at once responded to the call tines made upon Inin TI f r ^ 1 j l ^ n 
an I the more readily that Ins attention had picviously been drawn to the sub j m t 
ject from another quarter The success of the Portuguese in the Lest was 
alreidy telling pow crfully against the lucrative trade which the Venetians had 
lon D been accustomed to regard as their special monopoly Goods brought into 
the Levant either overland or by way of Alexandria had so heavy a burden of 
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ad iso- ti.mspoit and taxation to beat, that the} could not powi.h villi the 

comparatively inexpensive piotcss of a single ' °y )l g ( . how ex 1 1 long, iioin the 
poit of lading to the poit of delnoiy The \tnetmns thus immd UumstUts 
intngucs of uncleisold m cvcvy Emopean inaiket, and lit cairn* peift ct 1 \ atuin that tlu 3, 
thoionc must ei tl 10l destioy the Poitugucse tindt 01 he dcAmud 1 >\ it Thin hist 
endcavom was to xvoik upon the tears of the King of Pmlugat and t!ie popt, by 
instigating the sultan to send a tlneitening lettti to Lisbon and Rouu, mti- 
mating that if the Poitugucse did not fmthxuth ldinqm-h tin nt w count* 
of navigation, by xxlnch they liad penetiatid into the Indian Orem, and un-e 
fiom encioaching on a commeice which had been t mud on liom time imme- 
monal between Asia and Ins dominions he would put to di ith all tin Chris- 
tians m Egypt, Syna, and Palestine, bum tin 11 chimin-, and d> uiolish the 
holy scpulclue itself 

A11 r^ptnn This menace ha\ing failed to pioduee the cfhit antu ip tb d, tin \imtians 

out L did not scniplc to luge the sultan to tike the n medy into his own hands and 
m accoulance with the mutation gi\en In tin /.tmoiin, bn onu a powciful 
auxihaiy in the cnisade against the Poitugucse* Then* was only out difhoulty 
The Egyptian fleet in its actual state was oxemuti hod In th it of P01t11g.il Jf 
the wai was undei taken, the fust thing neces^u \ would he to build a in w fleet 
Egypt liad no piopei timbci tm the pin pose How, tin n, was it to he obtained? 
The Venetians weie not to be balked ot then object In such an obstacle Had 
they not whole foiests of naxal timbei in Dalmatia? and liaung gone so fai 
why need they sciuple to place them at the disposal ot the sultan, who, aflei 
hexxung down as much as he lequiied, might easily tianspoit it In a will Known 
loute to the Red Sea? Such was the plan actually adopted, uni Etuopc 
saw the mautime powei which had taken a piommont pait in the ci ustdo of 
Christian princes against Mahometans, as zealously engaged 111 jnomotnif a 
Mahometan ciusade agamst Clmstians 

its -until m By these extiaoidinaiy means a fleet of twcKe ships ol wai liaung been 
built and fully equipped, set sail foi the Indian coast 111 1507 It earned 1500 
men, and was commanded by an experienced oflieei, whom Feushta calls Ameei 
Hoossem, and the Poituguese Meei Ilashim It sailed fust to Gujei.it, wheie 
Mulbk Eiaz, admual of Mahmood Shah I, wdio was then leenniv sox eieuui ol 
that kingdom, xvas prepaied to join it with a squadion which would 11101c than 
double its numbeis and stiength Almeida seems not to luxe been axxaie 
of the danger winch tlueatened lnm till he xvas almost ovei taken by it. His 
tactics obviously should have been to attack tlie Tuikish fleet 011 its passage 
In this xvay it might not have been chfficult foi lnm to beat Ins enemies m 
detail He may have been pi evented by obstacles of which xx r e aie not axxaie, 
lor affcei he had lesolved to puisue this obvious corn sc it was found to be 
too late His son Lorenzo, whom lie had despatched with elex r en sail to 
mteicept the sultans fleet, having been detained, fiist oft Cananoie, xxdieie lie 
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attacked and with scarcely any loss destroyed a native squadron far lar 0 er than a d i or 
his own and afterwards at Anchedrva where sixty Moorish and native vessels 
had made an attempt on the fort arrived in the harbour of Choul or Chowul 
about twenty three miles south of Bombay just m time to see the Egyptian 
admiral enter it A fierce conflict immediately ensued and was continued a i 
without any decided advantage till night separated the combatants Next day 
an immense preponderance was given to Ameer Hoossein by the arrival of 
Mullih Eiaz with the Gujerat fleet Lorenzo still undismayed immediately 
renewed the battle but found the Egyptian admiral a much more formidable 
antagonist than he had been accustomed to deal with After another days 
fighting had left the victory undecided the Portuguese ships were so much 
shattered that it was determined by a council of war to tal e adv antage ot the 
night and effect a retreat 

Lorenzo who had previously incurred his fathers displeasure by declining onniom t 
one occasion to force the fleet of the zamonn to action was veiy reluctant lo- 
to take a step which would justly be considered as an acknowledgment of n 
defeat and continued to linger on till the day began to dawn. He had by tins 
time consented to retreat and several of his vessels had set sail Unfortunately 
when he began to follow lus ship grounded and after some ineffectual efforts to 
tow it ofl the rest of the squadron continued their flight and left him to 
lus fate He might have escaped in Ins boat but at mce made up his mind 
to sell Ins life as dearly as possible and die at his post The enemy at first 
attempted to board but was so bravely resisted that he adopted the more 
cautious method of keepin 0 at a distance and pouiing in his shot Lorenzo 
having been struck by a ball which broke his tlngli ordered himself to be 
placed against the mainmast and there remained, en ouraging lus men till 
another ball broke Ins back and killed him. The ship shortly aftei sunk. Of n <« <i> 
its crew of 100 men only nineteen escaped. According to Fana y Sousa the 
whole loss of the Portuguese amounted only to eighty one men while the 
enemy lost 600 The Mahometan account given by Fenshta is very different 
After mentioning that the Portuguese fl ig ship \ alued at a crore of rupees 
(a million sterling) was sunk and ev ery man on board penslied he adds that 
the Mahometan fleet returned victoriously for although 400 Turks were 
honoured with the crown of martyrdom no fewer than 3000 or 4000 Portuguese 
infidels were at the same time sent to the infernal regions. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


Portuguese piogiess m the East— The viceroyslnps of Fiancisco Almeida and Alfonso Albuquerque 


HE Poituguese weie now fully committed to then caieei of 
conquest, and successive aimaments, on a grand scale, qiutted 
Lisbon for the East One of these, undei Tustan da Cunha, 
consisted of thirteen vessels, and 1300 fighting men Anotliei, 
of twelve vessels, sailed undei the command of Alfonso Albu- 
a if'i'ios jerque, who, aftei peifoinnng seveial exploits on the African coast, and taking 
effectual measuies to cupple the tiade fiom India by the Red Sea, continued 
along the coast of Aiabia, and enteied the Persian Gulf, determined to strike 
Alfonso ai a still moie fatal blow Theie the Mahometan tiaffic with India was still 
returns to active Albuqueique, m whom gieat militaiy and political talents weie com- 
Indn bmed, at once perceived how an effectual intei diet might be laid upon it The 
only thing necessary foi this purpose was to make himself master of the city 
of Ormuz, situated on an island m the mouth of the gulf In this way he could 

completely command 
the passage, and place 
the tiade at his meicy 
After the capture of 
Muscat, and seveial 
otliei places of mmoi 
importance, he pio- 
ceeded to the execution 
of lus giand enterpuse 
His design had been 
penetiated, and instead 
of being able to take 
the city by surpnse, as 
he had anticipated, he 
nisoxpedi found it defended by a fleet of 400 vessels, sixty of them of larae size and by 
Persian army of 30,000 men To show how fai he was from being dismayed at 

^ iesc preparations, he immediately advanced into the haiboui, and anchored 
among five of the largest ships, filing his cannon as if m defiance Aftei 
waiting for a message fiom the king, but leceivmg none, he sent him his 
ultimatum, which, considering the lelative position of the parties, was cer- 
tainly of a very extiaoidinary and anogant descuption It was to the effect 
that he had come with ordeis to take the King of Ormuz undei his protection, 
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on the condition of pi} mg a reasonable tubute to Iortugal or to ti cat lmn as ai^isoo 
an enem} b} dedann e war against lnm 

Theresas little room to doubt w Inch of the alternate cs thus arbitrat'd} ah> a 
placed before lnm the sovereign of Ormuz would accept but as his fortifica ormuz 
tions were not }et completed it vs as important to gam time and solel} with 
that v ie\\ instead of sending a resolute defiance he entered into negotiation. 
Albuquerque saw wliat was intended and at once brought matters to a point 
b} telhng the messenger that when he next came it must he with cither an 
acceptance of peace or a declaration of war Jherc had never been an} loom 
for choice and the message nccordingl} was that Ormuz was m use not to pi} 
but to receive tribute. Albuquerque lost not a moment in commencing a 
cannonade which must have caused fearful slau 0 hter as not only were the walls, 
shore and vessels crowded with combatants but even the tops of the houses 
were covered with spectators. Hie Persians in the meantime wcic not idle 
and made two furious onsets but neither m weapons nor discipline could the} 
cope with the Portuguese and the sea is said to have been colouied with their 
blood. With the loss of onl} ten men Albuquerque burned sunk or otherwise 
destro}ed all the ships of Ormuz and received a flig of truce with an offers 'mi«i 
to compl} with all his deminds. The terms were the annual payment of i 
about £2000 as tribute to the King of Portugal and ground on w Inch to build 
a fori No sooner were the terms arranged than the fort was immediate!} 
commenced and earned on with such rapidity as to assume shape in the course 
of a few da}s 

Khojah Attar who governed Ormuz in the name of Sufiddm who w u> a 
minor had no sooner made the arrangement than he repented of it From the 
destruction which Albuquerque had caused he had formed an extravagant idea 
of the force under lies command and was astonished nbo\ c measure on learning 
that it did not muster above 4G0 men He therefore prepared anew foi hos 
tilities and dexterousl} availed himself of a mutinous feeling among the inferior 
Portuguese commanders to escape the consequences Albuquerque after venting 
his ra Q e b} some very barbarous proceedings was obliged to depart and spend 
the w inter at Socotra which had become a Portuguese conquest Hav mg again 
returned lie gave formal notice of Ins arrival to the government of Ormuz and 
was immediately informed that the tribute stipulated would be paid but that 
he would not be permitted to build the fort He would fain hav e resumed the 
siege but more important interests required his presence in India He had been 
appointed vicero} 

Almeida in the midst of lus piepantions to aven 0 e the death of his son Aim a ^ 
received the mortifying intelligence that he had been superseded in Ins govern g hu 
ment Obedience to the ro}al mandate was of course Ins dufcj but both 80 
revenge and ambition pointed to an opposite course and he determined to follow 
it at all hazards On the pretext that the public intei est would not allow him 
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ad c ‘i 5 oo m present circumstances, to demit Ins authority, lie lefused to lesign the insignia 
of office, and leaving Albuqueique, who v as m no condition to foice him, to 
devoui his disappointment as he could, set out without him at the head of a 
Aimeuia poweiful aimament While pioceedmg noithwaids along the coast, in seaich 

DabBi* of the combined Egyptian and Gujeiat fleets, he stopped at Anchedna, and 

tlieie received infoimation which deteimmed him to make the important com- 
mercial city of Dabul, situated on the coast about half-waj between Goa and 
Bombay, the fiist object of attack. It belonged to a king of the Deccan, 
who had joined the /amoim’s confedciation, and assisted linn villi ships In 
Almeida’s view this was sufficient to justify any seventy, and, without any 
note of warning, he suddenly commenced Ins attack both Ivy sea and land, 
and never desisted till lie had laid Dabul m ashes An immense plundei 
might have been obtained, but feaiing the effect upon his tioops, he chose 
lathei to burn than to pieserve the booty 

h<" defeats Fiom this achievement, which ceitainh added little to his lain els, Almeida 
and Gujem pioceeded to Diu, finely and stiongly situated on an island of the same name, on 
the southern shoie of the peninsula of Gujeiat Heie he found Ameei Iloossem 
and Mullik Eiaz, with then fleets Had they lemamed m then position umlei 
the battenes of Diu, as the Gujeiat admnal stiongly uiged, Almeida, if he had 
ventuied an attack at all, must have made it undei gieat disadvantage, but the 
Egyptian admnal, who was natuially of a chivahous tempei, and pcihaps al c o 
rendered ovei -confident by Ins lecent success, when Loienzo was shun, disdained 
to be cooped up in a liaiboiu, when he could meet lus enemy m the open sea, 
and sailed out, displaying more valoiu than disci etion The conflict, aftei raging 
furiously foi some time, terminated m a glonous victoiy gained by the Poitu- 
guese, who, however, converted it into an indelible disgiace, by an atioeious 
massacie Seveial days after the battle was fought, and they had sailed away 
foi Cananore, they muideied all then pusoneis m cold blood Tlieie is no 
possible excuse foi the atiocity , and the only explanation given is, that Almeida’s 
revenge could not otheiwise be satiated. The defeat had so dispmted Mullik 
Eiaz that he made overtures of peace They weie leaddy listened to, and he 
might have obtained advantageous terms, if he would have stooped to the 
meanness of delivering up Ins Egyptian colleague As much to Ins lionoui as 
to the disgrace of the Portuguese foi making such a demand, he at once gave 
it a peremptory refusal 

Almeida, having returned to Coclnn, was again pressed by Albuquei que to 
ship resign the viceroyslnp, which he had peisisted m holding, m defiance of the 
mandate of his sovereign So fai fiom complying, lie took the extiaoidmaiy 
step of seizing the person of lus competitor, and sending lnm as a pusonei to 
the fort of Cananore He would piobably have completed the Reasonable 
course to which he was now committed, by declanng himself independent, had 
not the opportune aruval of Don Fernando Coutmlio, with a large fleet and 

3 o 
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extraordinary powers, enabled him to act with effect as a mediator The result ad 1 10 
was, that Almeida abandoned all idea of resistance and resigning the insignia ~~ 
of office took Ins departure for Europe. Before lea\ mg a nati\ e conjuror had 
told him that lie was not destined to pass the Cape of Good Hope He had 
passed it however and had begun to make merry with the prediction when an 
c\ent took place which terminated lus career somewhat ignobly The three 
ships he had with lum anchored m Saldanba Bay a little north of the Cape 
and sent ashore a watering part} One of the ex viceroy s sen ants insulted 
one of the natives, and was roughly handled by them in return Almeidi t 
contrary to Ins wish and better judgment was induced to take part in tins 
petty squabble and lnvmg gone ashore was returning with the cattle carried 
off m a foray when the nitives who hid been lying in ambuscade rushed out 
upon him. They were armed only with pointed stakes but these the} used so 
effectually that fifty of the Portuguese soon lay dead at their feet Among 
them was the c\ Mceroy himself mortally wounded by n thrust which pierced 
Ins throat 

Albuquerque now fully instilled as Mceroy was bent on following out lus Aiim^ 
career of conquest and sailed for Calicut before which lie appeared on the 2d ou cut 
of January lolO with thirty vessels and 1800 men together with a number of 
natives who followed in boats allured by the hope of plunder Coutinho had 
arrived from Europe with an earnest longing for Eastern renown and now tli it 
the opportunity offered he had set Ins heart on signalizing lumself as the captoi 
of the royal palace Albuquerque indulged lum by gnin 0 linn the command of 
800 men after administering nil the cautions winch Ins superior talents and c\pc 
nence suggested. Unfortunately Coutinho thought only of lus prize and rushed 
forward as if he had been running a race ritlier than fightm 0 a battle. Is ever 
looking behind him he forced Ins way to the palace and set about instiling 
himself in it for the purpose of celebrating lus triumph His mfituation was 
soon perceived by the native troops who took advantage of it so silently and 
effectually that Coutmlio did not awake to a sense of Ins peril till he found 
himself hemmed in by thousands of nitives and deprived of eveiy outlet. 11 
Albuqueique in exerting himself for Ins relief was so sev erely vv ounded m the 
head by a stone and in the throat by a dart that lie was borne senseless to the 
shore Coutinho and several y oung nobles from Lisbon fell in the palace fighting 
desperately and the whole detachment would have perished to a man had not 
a large body of reserve arrived and obliged the enemy to rctne. Notwitli 
standing tlus disastrous retreat the inhabitant? suffered mucli moie severely 
than the Portuguese and saw the greater part of their city laid in ruins. 

Ormuz was the next place to winch Albuquerque turned Ins attention. He 
had there been baffled by the supmeness or treachery of Ins officers particularly 
Lope de Soarez and Juan de Nueva and obliged in consequence to leave one 
of the main avenues of Mahometan trade still open. He accordingly began to 
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make suck pieparations foi a new attack upon it as must have pioved successful, 
wlien his attention was atti acted to another quaitei, and he lesolved to 
employ his aimament agamst Goa This town which, fiom having afteiwaids 
become the seat of Portuguese government in the East, makes some figuie in 
lustoiy, was finely situated on an island at the mouth of an estuaiy, forming one 
of the very few good harbours winch oceui on the western coast of the Indian 
peninsula At this time (1510) it was included in the teintones of one of the 
kings of the Deccan, who had his capital at Bejapoor, and is usually called by 
Portuguese waters Sabay or Savay, though his piopei name oi title was Yusuf 
A dd Shah He had recently wiested it fiom the It a] ah of Onoie The giouncLs 
of Albuqueique’s quanel with Yusuf aie not veiy apparent, and it is piobable 
that he chd not deem it necessary eitliei to allege oi invent any His only 
object was to extend the Poituguese rule, and if he could succeed, he legal ded 
it as scaicely worth while to mqune wliethei the means which lie employed 
could be justified One inducement may have been, that, as a new conquest, 
Yusuf’s possession of Goa must have been somewhat msecuie Anotliei induce- 
ment was, that the Rajah of Onoie, the legitimate ownei, was leady to assist to 
the utmost in lecapturmg it He found a thud auxiliaiy capable of lendeimg 
still moie effectual assistance m Timoja, who figures sometimes as Rajah of 
Canaia, a chstuct which was bounded by Goa on the north, and sometimes 
simply as a pnvateer, loainmg the seas with a powerful fleet, and living by 
plunder 

Thus assisted, Albuqueique made his appeaiance off the coast m the begin- 
ning of 1510 At fiist anticipating a valiant resistance, he sent Ins nephew 
along with Timoja to take soundings They discovered a foit which was well 
piovided with guns, and defended by 400 men, and not only had the liaidiliood 
to attack, but the good fortune to capture it This seemed a most auspicious 
commencement, and pioved only the fiist of a senes of fortunate events winch 
followed lapidly, and put Albuqueique m possession of this most important 
locality, befoie he was lequned to strike a blow Accoiding to the Portuguese 
accounts, some conjuioi or fakir, whose piedictions weie implicitly beheved, 
had announced that Goa was destined shortly to become subject to foieigneis 
On the faith of this piediction, the inhabitants thought it a stroke of good policy, 
instead of enduring the miseries of a siege which must ultimately be successful, 
to make a voluntaiy sunendei Accoidmgly, to the gieat but most agieeable 
suipnse of Albuqueique, he was leceived ashoie by the population as if he had 
been then native prince, conducted m state to the gate, when he leceived the 
keys, and theieaftei put in possession of the palace The Mahometan account 
says nothing of the conjuroi , and with fai gieatei piobability i epi esents the 
capture as the necessary result of a suipnse The foit captiued by Timoja and 
Albuqueique s nephew may have given them complete command of the city, 
and thus lendeied defence impossible 
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At tins t>mt hnwivir it w is lo->t nlmo t ns iasilv a* it had bun gained \i i n 
T usuf Add Shah having died wils succeeded h\ lus w n I mad A«lil Shah who 
about four months after the haxtv surrender nf C on colled si nn annv estimat'd r«i^v 
ut GO 000 kumal htnn tin gcmml t«whom this nnm was mtm led Mid « \n 
deni) imdi Ins nppi aranci and conducted tin sngi with so imuh nl ilil\ that 
Albuquerque ufh r twoiit) da\ fuidin n his comtnumcatum with tin Hut 
scnou 1) threatened wns glad to ivncuati tin pints Hut hi 1ml no 1 lei f 
finall) abandonm., so vnlual 1 n pnw Inthecftirv «»f tin amt )nr lmui n 
collected nil Ins foms nirhidin„ M>\inl ti 1 litionn) ship which hid firmed fn m 
Portugal he si t sail from Omnium with n Hist of twmtv thm ships, tuid 1 00 
fightw^ men. \fter Ian ling nt Onorx to assi l nt tin c» li 1 ration < f Tniiqji s 
nnmn ft with tin daughter of n native quoin hi hastun \ off to (on and 
anchoring In fun it a second tune imtm lialilv |n pared fir tin assault It 
took jlietlKfon da) brink nul with Mich Miens* tint the Portuguese entir l 
the cit) along with tliOM of the dtf n hrs who Imd Ik m stationed out ide I r 
n tune ever) inch of gniun 1 within tin ut) was diluted and mon espcuallv 
nt the jiahcc the fi^lit was funonslv renewed tilt the defender* f arm,, tint 
their rctrent to the mainland might Ik. cut off quitted the plus in the iitmo t 
confusion, Tlie encmj lost G000 the Portuguese mil) fifh Not oni Moor 
was left nh\e hut the natives were treated with great modi ration Unde* 
recovering their property tlie> had the snti faction «f king plictd mi h r tin 
government of their countryman Tunoja, who mini more eqmt ibl) tlmn im^ht 
have been anticipated from Ins predator) habits. Ik fun dipartin„ Ml uqmrqtn 
declared his intention to mnhe Goa thi capital of lortuguesc India. 

The remaining exploit* of Albuquerque though the) had not India f r thm aii i 
theatre are so intimate 1) connected with it* lustor) that a short nceiimt < f n .»<* t 
them is here subjoined After returning to Cochin lit lagan to prepan an< tlur 11 
armament, and gave out that it wan destined to act against Mini wluih was 
then as it is now the he) to the navigation of the Uv.il S *a The import mci 
of the object was sufhcicnt to justify all the preparations which he was mnkm n 
hut while prttendm o to look to the west his (je was fixed m an opposite diroc 
tion. Tilt cit) of Mnlncca wtuntid on the peninsula of the same nntni had 
long been the most important ernj*onum of the nch countni s fyin,, further east 
than India The Moors were util! carrjmg on a lucrative trnfiic m that quartet 
and b) means of it were almost able to compensate thimsehis for all the losses 
which the) had Riistmned from the Portuguese This consideration was of itself 
sufficient to detenmm Albuquerque to undertake the important expedition 
winch he was now meditating though tlie direct benefits which his own countt) 
might expect to derive fiom it were of themselves a sufficient inducement. 

On the 2d of Maj loll Albuquerque set sail from Cochin with nineteen c rt ™ f 
ships and 1400 fighting men Of these however GOO wero natives of India M ' 
Malacca was at this time under the government of a king of the name of 
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ad im3 Mahomed, who lmd tieachciousl} nnpiixoncd a nutnboi of Pmttigm i , commanded 
by an oflicei called Diego Lope/ do Riquuia f J’o n\i nge tins outlay was the 
Cipturo of ostensible object of Alburpieiques expedition It wax om ol tin bold, xt lie 
had evei iindeit<ikcn, as the ci t-y itself ix said to ha\t (out mud 100,000 mb ihi- 
tants, and was now defended by .‘10,000 soldn ix and 8000 < muon W ith all 
these means of delence, Mahomed, await 1 of the 1 md of emmv Ik hid to d« d 
w ith, did not feel seem e, and sent a mes.xeng< i to tin \i<<n>\ to intun ib that, 
if he came foi meichandisc, it was lead} at lux comm Hid Albuqui iqm r. plied 
that the meichandixc lie leqimed was some Poitugm x * h tt thtu In c wqu> in. 
and that on the delnciyof them he would be pnpaud to xn wh't mon ht 
wanted Aftei some pul(}ing the ciptncswne dt inert d, and Albuqu.rqut 
sent his ultimatum It demanded tonqu »x ition ha the outrage, and im tin 
expenses incui led m obtaining luhexs, and a sib hu tin ct.'tion of a I’oitu- 
guese foit This last piopo^al the King niux<d to * lit* it tin, and Albtiqu. tqut 
immediately piepued to compel him The Mitlaxx.ue ‘•ud to hau {ought veil 
but it is dilhcult to behe\e it, foi with all the aid whuli tin y otthl (ltin. fn*m 
aitilleiy, poisoned .mows, poisoned tlionix, and mini x of gunpov d» r laid m the 
stieets, then tens of thouxands ga\e waj befoie a nun banditti of Pmtugui ->% 
md the viecioy took tiiumphant pox-,(*x.,inti o{ tin city W Ini* lnio In both 
leceived and sent sexeial emb isxies, among the lattei, om to Siam, and .tnothci 
to Pegu He also sent out sexeral n.iMgatorx on exploring expeditions Om 
of these is said to luxe been commanded b} Magalli tens, to whom it suggi -ted 
the idea of Ins subsecpient celebrated ciicuinnax igation 

Aib» On the voyage home, Albuqueique lost lus finext slap whuli wax ne ul\ cut 

niK.rnuoB x x l 


Albu 

querquo 


heromm m<i across the keel on a shaip lock of] the coist of Sum itm In this p minus 
position he was obliged to pass the night, and when the morning dawned, was 
seen perfoimmg an act of humanity and heioism, b} shelteiing with lux aunx a 
young gill whom he had saved m the midst of the confusion When he armed 
m India, lie foimd that advantage had been taken of Ins absence Adel Khan 
had resumed the siege of Goa with an aimy of 20,000 men, and the /amoun 
was again in aims Goa was easily i elieved , and the /unonn, despamng of 
success, retned fiom the contest The subversion ol the Mameluke dyn ist\ in 
Egypt had depnved him of any fiuthei assistance fiom Ameei llooxsem, and 
on looking lound lie saw no quartei to winch he could appeal loi new aid 
Accoiding to Fenslita, this humbling conviction so completely ovei whelmed 
lnm, that his health gave w r ay, and he died of a bioken heait 
^on xgamst ^la-ck on Aden, which Albuqueique meditated, had been postponed to 

Aden that of Malacca, hut by no means abandoned Accoichngly, on the 1 8th of 
February, 1513, he appealed befoie it with a fleet of tw r enty sail, having on 
board 1700 Portuguese, and 800 natives of India He lost no time in landing, 
and hastened foi waicl, in the hope that, by applying scalmg-ladcleis to the xvalls, 
he might gam possession of the place He had unden atecl its stieno-th, and the 
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\-\Iour of its defenders, and was obliged to Ktin with a loss too severe to leave a » uu 

bun nn) inclination to renew the attempt Ho eomjien. ntwl lum«clf m some 

degree b) entering the Red Sen, w lneh Oien fir the first turn mu nn Lnropcan 

vessel on its bosom and mode 

several valuable prizes. After n 

miming for some time at tlic island ” . 

ofKnmnnn he returned and again _ (l A 

looked in upon Aden but fuiuil ^ t *• * ^ 

that in the interval its forttfica ¥ V 1 ^ |4& >]7 A 

lions had been so much improved «• ^ •'vJx 

tint it would Imc been madness — * 

to attack it He therefore passed 

Mn-In 1 11 -*'■*!« ri l • 

on and continued Ins \ 03 age to 

India. On reaching Gtijirat he made an ineffectual application f< r permission 
to build a fort at Diu but did not attempt to enforce it as he was intent on 4 
another project on which lus heart had Ion Q licui set, and all the moro ear 
nestl) tliat Iils attempts to accomplish it had hitherto been frustrated. 1 Ins 
project was tlie command of the I email Gulf l>) the capture of Ormuz. His 
third attempt upon it was mule in March lall llio circumstances were 
opportune and when he demanded permit 1011 to complete the fort, the govtr 
nor though disposed to resist, felt he had not the means and was obliged to 
comply The tnmo of Vlbuquirquc was now famous all our the I-est and 
e\en Ismael the founder of the famous Ft man djnastj of Sopln Kiit him 
nn ambassador with valuable presents, and concluded a tu it) with hint 
Before lea\in e Ormuz Albuquerque not onl) finishid lus f*rt, but succeeded 
in inducing or forcing the king to lod B c all Iils cannon within tt In this 
w i) 1 ortugueso supremacy was completely established. 

Under Albuquerque the Portuguese power extended inort wnhl) and w as 
more firmly seated Unn be foru or sinc« It cannot honour lie with an) pro- 
priet) styled nn empire as it was not composed of contiguous tern tones but 
rather consisted of a vast iiumlier of isolated forts, scattered our an immense 
extent of coast and situated nt v\ ide distances from nth other 1 he sites w t re 
for the most part admimbl) chosen and gnvc a complete control over all tho 
great mantmie thoroughfares from the Last Indies to 1 uropc. In some respects 
this mode of rule has its advantages our tcmtorinl jiossession It is more 
easily acquired, and admits of hun^ maintained at a chcnpei mt< but its 
stability is verj precarious. The moment the command at sea is lost it is 
necessarily cxtm 0 ULshcil. This however was nn event of which during Alim 
querques regency tliue were no symptoms and the fact that the) lagan to ho 
manifested not long after he disappeared from the scene serves to impress tis 
with a higher idea of tho wisdom and vigour of lus government When lus 
countrymen hailed linn ns Gieat all impirtnl obsciurs of lus exploits weie 
■Vol I 24 
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ad l-iic ieady to echo then acclamations His giealnt-vs, hovvcvd, Mas nov di.ivmg 
to a close 

Aibiuiuor Willie at Oiimi/ lie had sufteied much fiom sickness, mid (lie symptoms had 

Sw BlU become sufficiently senous to make him hasten his (hpaitun Tin it was no 
leason, however, to suspect a fatal loiinination He had only p is-td Ins M' tit tli 
yeai, and seemed unbioken m constitution In ti nth, it was not dn< is, but 
guef that killed lmn It is sud that lie had apple d to lu-> ^ovi rt tgn fm the 
title of Duke of Goa Ills enemies took advantage ot tin* <nc uiustann to 
insinuate that lie was cheiislnng sthenic -> of ambition, and hid mnnif* t< d, 1>\ 
the anogance of his application, the tieasonablc puipo i whuh In had at In nt 
Once Duke of Goa, lie would establish himsilf m that 1‘ isb m m» ttopoh", and 
lule the whole East as absolute mastci Time was little pi tUMbihtv m the -t* 
insinuations, but tlieie was enough to form tin gionnduoil ot n smu-Tul 
cornt intngue Albuqueique, while oppussed bv sul ne>-., v as vt dre > tiling 
of a ducal title, when he lcccived the mortihing mblligiwc that tin onlv 
ie\\ aid wducli he was to obtain foi all lus suvie* ■> was a suinmirv di^tin-'d 
He w as no longei MCO103 , and as it this was not enough, he had been stipn- 
seded to make way foi his moil.il 0110111%, Lope Somv '1 ho sho-k was mon 
than lie could beat , and when the \essel m which he sailed arrived ofl Got, he 
was m a ctying state O11 the fust news oi his dismissal, he is sud to have 
exclaimed, “See how it is' Love to 1113 fellow-men has hi ought me into bid 
odoui with the king, and love to the king into bid odom with mv f* llovv-umi 
To the grave, then, old man, foi it is now high time to the grave'” One ot 
Hisdt-uii fiis last acts was to write a touching lettei to King Emanuel, m which, recom- 
mending lus son to his piotection, lie S.13S “I bequeath to lmn mv pioput3, 
winch is of small amount, but I also leave lum the obligition which my seivnie-, 
impose, and this is gieat In legaid to the aftairs of India, they will speak tot 
him and foi me” It was thought he might be able to icacli Goi, but diith 
advanced with sneli lapid stndes, that lie bieathod his last almost immediate^ 
aftei the vessel liad ciossed the bai, on the IGth of Decembei, 1515 Tie was 
buried with gieat pomp at Goa, but in accordance with a icquest in lus will 
Ins lemains, in 1566, weie tianspoited to Lisbon 
succeeds” 62 -^er ^ le death of Albuqueique, the Poitugnese }>ow ei began \1s1bl3 to 
decline “Up to tins time,” sa3 r s Fana y Sousa, “tlie gentlemen liad followed 
the dictates of tiue lionom, esteeming then aims the gieatest uches, fiom this 
time forward, they so wholly gave themselves up to tiading, that those who 
ought to have been captains became merchants” Tlieie was, 111 slioit, a gcncial 
and eagei sci amble foi riches, fiom tlie highest to the lowest class of officials , 
and public was held subordinate and made subservient to pnvatc intei est The 
very first proceedings of Soaiez gave evidence of his incapacit3 r He had 
brought with him a fleet of thirteen sail, and, having mci eased it b3 T lemfoi ce- 
ments to twenty-seven sail, pioceeded, m accoi dance with the oideis which lie 
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!n<l n-c*i\ed nt ! l«nt on nn rxpMiti >n l> t !»*» S<n with the \i w <f At » n 

incounU'nng n htp fleet winch thn Sul! ‘in < f !<>| l 'm n\i 1 to I out 

nt Sti * On »mv»n;r o T Ail n In* f > m 1 n 1-upe 1 n nrh »n thr f n in 

conM -punc* if nil's? which it In 1 Intel* *n«tnne«l nn U'nn inn w lh 
pnermr «*f itsd f nor lev* ouilitnn tint h* «u*tunlH tn !<* t- sr« nn f If r f 
tin ) p\*k Tin rrmpltmcnti with win li tl»e\ ' n* of-r-d wrtr ** u* thn*,. ! 

htsvnmlx tint In ntumM th* h*\*thm ! i! tt 1 nnl d"*m 1 th* p Arm r 1 

to keep tli in fir him till lu< p turn m hr mi n! jrr«-nt in nn rt^ Mi i n »**». 
which nlmittM of t»o 1 *1* Hr n<Y»phn f U rtilrp 1 0 «* 11 1 s -*s nnl nftrr 
entitle nl nut tin' J tr^w r rrtr*nM hi* rtrj * (i \ J n nil «n '<n tin h 
atom hi 1 when r j ntm mnn* lui nmvM 1 1 tl * pinjhm ntnn ^ Arm r h 
rrecixed in t a l of tin hnn r j »tl 1 Hurr 1 1 r* mr nn 1 tsl r (h m Thr 
« x \ luntion nn tuvin p\«tt Tin mlK which wrrr il funlr i on 1 « f niter 
AiMt,Inl inth intTAnl 1 * nth* ton hl\ tvj x!t t A 1 1 1 uln V * mi r ht \ t 

1n\r j ut him in j *■'’*' i n <f tlrr \ lv» 1 til in wn* u t the mnii ! tuihr 

it nul lie tnniRl < (T tn ntt mpt *otn* p»lt\ nj Imv 1 vrn tin was n t j r 
m it tori him f r tif-irh n thml <f hn (1 t vrvi «hMro\ M in n et inn nn 1 I 
In t n 1 1 nrh 1 1 C n w ith th n mnm 1 r 

Tli native | nw» who hi 11 k nm nwn 1 1»\ Alhnju njur v n « t el nr r- r— 

1 1 dwMiir the diameter of hi* nn 1 tnhe r Ivmitn,** « f it It th (♦ \ * 

nnl Malacca win* notion 1\ thmUn 1 though nn much «f nnnrnl *li njhn 

elill p maim 1 to wtinl ofT tin ilmpr Thr i nl* rwtim n<v* tn p mj ini f r 

then ilisa. Unt win. Uk ml mi i nofth ktn„«ff«**l n who in I 17 n^-, l 
to Ijocwni. tributar* to 1 irtti^l nul nil nr n f rt t>l*r 1 mil nt C 1 ml nn l 
tin nicer* fill toyajp if I email It 1\ r • <lr \nlrnla who m th situ inr 
ItonelmU 1 to C niton nn 1 Inn) th f um lal ion * f n lumtiu tm ! 

Djc^i I/ij r ih *v#|u ira, vrlii t>tirm I 1 mnn if n Mtuihr 

tempi r nnlmUilof 1 m„ anythin,, ti p tn«\« thr h timtrrftlu 1 rtupi-- 
mini t mu li 1 th in ntill forth r 1>\ n da twill ntnnt fn m Ihu nft r 
njijicinn^ lx.fjp it with mu of tlir Inr^ t nnmmrnli which 1 n 1 mr toil 1 
unUr lortiifpiiM colourn m tin In Inn O'rm lli Ini tn nil firt\ elnj a. 
tmnneil hj 1000 I irtu^ioM mil fiOO intiui On lm nrmnl on tin nth of 
Iihnnr^ I 21 he mnt n mrs^n rt r U» Mtillil 1 n with tin ol 1 n v '|U< M »t f r 
jiennis ion to luul I n fort, nml n minw that if it win n fowl ho wmil I f uvi i v t i«- 
it The Oujtnt ftlmiml loll him to «h> Innwomt nml nmt lm\ l^n nn ( „t«» 
much plciK 1 ns hurpnsM when in Uni ff l in,, nltnchnl m the nt\h of whnh 
Ahnti h nnl Alhuipn pjuo lmd f,iMii (\mnpl s he mw tin P »rtti f ,ui*M 1! t 
" ' ifch nntlior nml grultml!^ disappear from tho coast The firtifn itimi it 
wans. In 1 ln.cn htan^thi nnl nn<l IiOjk? nflcr endeax nun n„ to hhilti r luuwlf 
1> callm n n council of wnr winch Mine tinned hn cownplui ihcnhil thnt tlu 
nttnek was loo IinnnlmM to lx nllompteiL 

Tluft dtsrrrnci ful retreat was not Inst upon the imtiM pnnecs nml m llm 
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couise of the same yeai the Portuguese saw seveial foimitlable combinations 
formed against them Mullilc Eiaz deemed it unnccessai y any longei to seek 
the piotection of Ins batteues at Dm, and, sailing out, conveited the Portuguese 
letreat into a flight, taking one of then ships and dispel sing the lest Not 
satisfied with this success, he continued Ins couise to Choul, wheie the Portu- 
guese weie engaged m building a. faetoiy, again defeated them, and leniamed 
off the poit foi twenty days, cutting off all communication between the faetoiy 
and the Portuguese fleet, which kept hoveling outside, "without offenng battle, 

01 attempting to foice a passage In piopoition as Portuguese pusillanimity 
mcieased, then assailants became emboldened, and Adel Khan, m 1 522, made 
his appeaiance once moie m the vicinity of Goa The city \v as too well fortified 
to mil much nsk, but all the adjoining temtoiy was occupied, and once moie 
acknowledged the supiemacy of the King of Bepipooi 

In 1527 the hopes of the Poi tuguese wci e much i e\ n ed 1 >} a decisn e \ ictoi y 
gamed at Choul ovei the Gujeiat fleet, which consisted of eight} -tin ee vessels 
Of these, seventy-tin ee weie binned, destioyed, oi dmen nshoio lloctoi de 
Silvena, the victoi, following Ins advantage, pioceeded up to the head of the 
bay, wheie Bombay now stands, to Tannah, and then noithnauls to Bassein, 
levying contributions fi om both places, and compelling both to become tubutaij 
Tlnee yeais aftei, his biothei, Antonio de Silvena, with a fleet of fifty-one 
vessels, crossed the bai of the uvei Taptce, and, foicmg Ins way up to Suiat, 
sacked and burned it In the following yeai Daman, a laige town situated on 
the same coast, sliaied the same fate 

These, howevei, weie only desultoiy attacks, piepaiatoi} to a gieat effort 
about to be made foi the captuie of Diu The King of Portugal, nutated at 
having been so often baffled m Ins attempts to take it, sent out peiemptoiy 
oi deis to obtain possession of it on any terms' The piepaiations weie on a , 
scale fai exceeding m magnitude anything that the Portuguese had evei befoie 
attempted The expedition had its lendezvous in Bombay haiboiu, wlieie it 
musteied 400 vessels of all descriptions, having on boaid 22,200 men Of these, 
3600 solcheis and 1400 sailois weie Euiopeans On the 16th Febiuaiy, 1531, 
the expedition, commanded by Nunno de Cunlia, govemoi of India, aimed 
off Diu Nine days befoie, it had attacked the town and island of Bet, oi Beyt, 
winch lies not fai from the south side of the entiance to the Gulf of Cutcli, 
and was stiongly fortified both by natiue and ait It was taken with a loss 
of 18,000 men and sixty cannon to the enemy, and with the loss of only twelve 
men to the Portuguese The victoiy, howevei, great as it seemed, was m fact a 
disaster Among the twelve slam was Hector de Silvena, the heio of the fleet 
whde the time lost was so diligently impioved by the enemy, that Dm was 
rendeied all but nnpiegnable The defence was conducted by Mustapha Khan, 
an European Turk, with so much courage and ability, that all the efforts of the 
besiegers proved fnutless, and they found it necessaiy, at the end of a month, 
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to retire According to the Portuguese accounts the strength of the place was a d imi 
the sole cause of failure but the Mahometan historians add that the immediate 
:»use of raising the siege was the approach of Bahadur Shah then ruler of 
Gujerat at the head of a formidable mmj Tins so frightened the Portuguese 
that they made a precipitate retreat leaving their guns behind them One of 
these is said to have been the largest ever before seen in India and required 
a machine to be constructed for conveying it to Clnmpanere. The Portuguese 
to avenge themselves for their defeat burned a great number of tow ns upon the 
coast and committed fearful dev ostation. 

Notwithstanding their discomfiture the Portuguese had not abandoned the i ^ 
hope of being yet able to make themselves masters of Dm If direct force o j r»t 
filled policy might jet succeed. Chand Khan a brother of Bahadur was at 
first set up as a competitor for the throne and when tins failed a league was 
formed with Hoomayoon King of Delhi who rcgardin D Bahadur as a revolted 
vassal had invaded Gujerat Bahadur thus pressed on all sides w as obliged to 
make Ins choice between submission to the King of Delhi and submission to 
the Portuguese He preferred the latter and accordingly m 1 53+ concluded 
a treaty by winch he ceded B ossein which was thenceforth to be the only poit 
at which vessels sailing from India were to pay duties and take out clearances. 

He furthei engaged not to assist the Turkish fleets m the Indian seas 

This treaty D ave lnm only a very partial relief It made the Poi tuguese ni u «> 
his friends but made him more obnoxious than ever to the Kin e of Delhi who r m 
following up the advantages which he had gained obliged lnm to take refuge 
id Dm Here is the issistince of the Portuguese « as indispensable to him )te 
was obliged to purchase it by giving them permission to build a fortified factory 
As the work proceeded Bahadur became more and more uneasy and besides 
entering into communication with the Turks is said to have formed a plot for 
the destiuction of lus Portuguese allies The statements on the subject by tlie 
Portuguese and the Mahometans v ary so much that it is difficult to pronounce 
between them The probability is that both parties were anxious to be quit 
of each other and that thus there were plots and counter plots All that can 
now be considered certain is that a fray commenced and that Bahadur who 
was on a visit to the Portuguese admiral having fallen or leaped into the sea a 
Portuguese sailor threw a boarding pike at him wlucli pieiced his si ull and u <i ti 
killed lnm on the spot Were the question to be decided on the principle of 
CUI bono the decision w ould necessarily be given against the Portuguese for 
while Bahadur lost Ins life they gamed the island of Diu. 

They had not been long in possession when an attempt was made to wrest 
it from them It has been mentioned that when Bahadur repented of Ins 
concession to the Portuguese he applied for aid to the Turl s Solyman the 
Magnificent was then upon the throne of Constantinople The application 
therefore could not Invv. been made under more favourable circumstances 
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Solyman was a gieat and a successful u an 101 , and Ins imagination fired at the 
idea of establishing an additional empne in the East Ik fore mi) steps mui 
taken, the news of B.ihadui’s death aimed, hut this mil) confuimd tin dtfn- 
mination to fit out an aimament on such a scale as -would insure tlie fonqiu'd 
of Dm Eoi this pm pose mstiuctions were given to Sol) man, the Eg)pfian 
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pacha, to commence picpaiations immediately in the poit. of Sui/ l'hue i 
fleet of seventy-six galleys, having 7000 Tuihish soldiers on ho ird, v .is foi thv, ith 
equipped, and, sailing undei the command of the pallia, aimed oft Dm in the 
beginning of September, fa. 37 

Though the dangei had been foiesccn, the Poitugucsc (ounciK veie at this 
time so dilatoiy and distracted, that no adequate picpaiations vote made to 
meet it The government of India had pist been confened on Gaicia do 
Noionha, and the time which ought to have been devoted to the supply of 
Diu with everything necessaiy to its defence was spent in petty squabbles 
between the old govemoi and the new The consequence was, that when the 
Tmkisli fleet anived, the garnson consisted only of about 600 men, many of 
them sickly Noi was this the worst Both ammunition and piovisions v oie 
so deficient, that nothing could save the place fiom captuie it the siege was 
persisted m oi lelief did not aruve Noi was the Turkish the only armament, 
which the Poituguese had to feai A Giqeiat aimy, estimated at 20,000 men, 
was in the vicinity, ready to co-opeiate with the besiegeis 

Such was the appaiently despeiate state of matters when the govemoi, 
Antonio de Silveira, unable to maintain a footing m the town, shut himself up 
m the foit In lnmself, howevei, he was equal to a host, possessing not onl) 
nnlitaiy talents of the highest oidei, but also the laie gift of infusing bis 
own heroic spirit into all who weie undei Ins command Not only was evei) 
soldiei within the gainson prepaied to do lus duty, but the women, foigettmg 
the feebleness of then sex, feailessly eneounteied eveiy dangei, and woiked until 
their own hands m repamng the walls as they crumbled beneath the poveiful 
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1 urhish artillery It is told of one lady Awn I ermndez wife of a phy sici in ad is« 
that by mglit slio viewed all the posts, and dunn 0 the assaults stood b} 
encouraging the soldiers. She even saw her own son btrach down b} a cannon 
ball Init instead of givin 0 inj to tlien 0 ouy she must have felt drew his bod} 
aside returned to her post and only after the assault had been repulsed went to 
buiy linn 

It was impossible however that the defence could last much longer ti <s r 
Ev ery new assault tlunned the numbers of the garrison and sea reel} as man} 
remained ns could make ev en a show of resistance w hen a breach w as made. 

The governor saw nothing before him but death or surrender and was givin 0 
way to the gloomiest foreboding* when to lus unspeakable debjit, the sic 0 e 
was raised. The Turkish commander when dispirited b} the fulureof one of 
lus greatest efforts received the startling intelligence that a powerful Portuguese 
fleet was at hand and without stav mg to ascertain its accuracy made off with 
the utmost precipit ltion. It turned out to be a filsc rumour invented and 
circulated strange to Ba} b} khojah Zofar a renegade lurk of Italian origin 
who commanded the Gujerit forces Ills pride had been repeatedly offended 
by the arrogance of Sol} man Pacha and he had moreov er ascertained that the 
Turks were determined if the} g uned the phee to retun it n-s a permanent 
possession. There w os tints onl} a choice of masters and as the Portuguese 
seemed the more tolerable of the two Zofar had given them the preference 

After Khojah Zofar had nd himself of Ins Turkish allies b} tins stratagem Au jyy 
he entered into fnendl} communications with the Portuguese but at the anno e*™** 
tune took several steps winch convinced thun tint enmity was rankling at his 
heart He was in the highest possible favour with the king of Gujerit anil 
feeling satisfied tint that sovereigns complete ascendency in the punnsula 
would best secure las own aggrandizemi nt was prepared to adopt an} me ms 
however unscrupulous that promised to expel the Portuguese IIis first 
attempt was an mf uncus plot in which lie endeavoured to poison the water of 
an immease cistern which supplied the garrison and to Bet fire to the magazine 
When this plot failed he attempted to build a wall winch would have complete]} 
isolated the fort from the town The Portuguese obj< cted and the foundation 
for a quarrel bmn 0 thus laid he had no sooner completed lus preparations 
in 1q!j than lie made an open declaration of war 

Masc arenlias the commander of Dm made the best arrangements possible ^ f 
in the circumstances but lus means being inadequate lie lost no time in 
acquainting Juan de Castro of lus dan 0 tr Zof ir at the same time aware of his 
advantage resolved to assault the place before succour could arrive With this 
view be prepared an immense floating battery and filling it with heavy artfl 
lery caused it to be steered opposite to the sea bastion in the hope of making 
such a breach in it as would give him access into the fort It proved a very 
clumsy device for before he could bring it to bear the garrison made a night 
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ad 1545 attack upon it, and, setting liie to it, blew it into the an Zoi.n s next plan was 
to complete the wall all eacly mentioned, and to mount it with cannon, w Inch 
zoc-ir s kept up an incessant and ciushing flic on the foit One ol the pieces o{ oidnance 
tikoDm was of extiaoidinaiy size, and being managed by an expci t Fiench lenegade, 
did consideiable damage Evei 3 r shot fiom it is said to have shook the island, 
and made pieces of the foit to fly Happily foi the besieged, one of then shot 
killed the Fienchman, and the gunnel who succeeded him managed so awk- 
waidly that his gieat gun did moie liaim to Ins own paity than to the Poitu- 
guese Wlnle the siege was thus pioceedmg, the King ol Gujeiut aimed It 
seems that Zofai had become so confident of success, that he had niMted him to 
come and witness it It pioved hottei woik than he had anticipated, and the 
pusillanimous punce was so tenlfied by a chance ball which lighted on his tent 
and killed one of his attendants, that he fled, and ncvei looked behind him till 
he was fai on the way back to lus capital A still moie foitunate shot killed 
He is killed Zofai himself This gave the exhausted gamson some lespite, but it w as of 
shoit duiation, foi Roumi Khan, Zof.n’s son, succeeded him, and, not satisfied 
with the slow piocess which had hitherto been pursued made a geneial assault 
It failed, but scaicely a day passed without some new attempt to loice an 
entiance into the place 

The siege had now lasted seveial months, -while the piepaiations at Go.i 
pioved so chlatoiy, that the only lelief sent to the gamson consisted of two 
insignificant detachments, the one commanded by Fernando de C'astio, the 
Progiesa of govemoi’s son, and the other by Don Alvaio The lattei consisted of 100 men, 

the siege 

and bi ought supplies of ammunition and piovision, when they weie just on the 
point of bemg exhausted The Portuguese weie so elated that they disdained 
to be cooped up any longei in the foit, and almost compelled Mascaienhas 
against his better judgment to lead them out They paid deailj foi then lasli- 
ness, and retreated with such piecipitation, that they had the gieatest difficulty 
m pi eventing the enemy fiom enteung the fort along with them Among the 
slam was the govemoi’s own son 

This domestic misfortune seems to have had the effect of hastening De 

O 

Castio’s departuie fiom Goa Wliat the cause of delay was is not explained, 
but it gives a pool idea of lus eneigy and lesomces to learn, that at the end of 
eight months, while one of the most important stations which the Portuguese 
possessed in the East, and the acquisition of which had cost them moie than 
any otliei, was m the most imminent dangei, his piepaiations weie foi the 
'whoTOdby tirne consi dei ed to be complete His fleet, which consisted of ninety- 
D 0 Castro tliiee sail, lost some time m committing baibanties at vanous locahties on the 
coast, but at last, m 1545, was obseived fiom Diu The lesult was not Ion 0- 

O 

doubtful Aftei lelievmg the gamson, De Castio maiched out at the head 
of his troops and gamed a signal victoiy The fall of the town followed of 
comse, and the Portuguese acted, as they almost mvaiiably did on such occa- 
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sions b} indulging in horrid atrocities ihe women escaped not the fite of u> 1570 
the men and children were slam at their mothers breasts. 

The victor} which De Cistro had gamed was not ver} remarkable His 
troops bore a considerable proportion to those of the enemj and w ith the supe 
rionty of discipline w Inch the} possessed it w onld hav c been dL grateful to hnn 
not to lme succeeded But the Portuguese in consequence of the decline ofDoCutro 
their power had for sea era! } ears before enjoyed few opportunities of celebrating " 
a victor} and therefire entered readily into the feelings of the governor l(y 
who thought hnnself entitled to be received at Goa w ith all the im 0 nificence of 
a Roman triumph The gates and streets were hung with silk all places 
resounded with music and salvos of cannon and vessels gad} adorned covered 
the harbour The governor on arm in G at the gate under a rich eanopj was 
presented with a crown of laurel w ith winch he encircled lus heul and a 
branch of it winch he carried m his hand in front wall cd one I nar Anthonj 
with a crucifix, as he had borne it m the fight and besuh him an ofiieer bearing 
the royal standard behind was Jarir Klnii a Mooiisli chief followed l>} GOO 
captives m chains The governor walked on leaves of gnhl nml silver and rich 
silks the ladies from the windows throw m 0 Jlowcrs upon him and sprinkling 
him with sweet water On reading the account of tins pompous procession 
Catherine Queen of Portugal shrew dl} remarked that Dc Castro had overcome 
like a Christian and triumphed like a heathen lie dul not lon Q survive Ins m death 
triumph and w os on Ins death bed when the honours sent out from Portugal to u 
reward Ins victor} were announced to lnm at Goo. He mast have been a vain 
man but this filling was compensated b} many good qualities He was so 
zealous for the public service that grief for the miserable condition into winch 
it lnd fallen is said to have broken las heart and he gave the best proof of 
Ins honest} by d}ing in extreme poverty One of lus list acts was to make a 
formal protest which he desired to be recorded to the etftct tbit he had never 
made use of the kings nor an} other mans mono} 1101 driven an} trade to 
increase las own stock. The practices of which he thus solemnl} declared his 
innocence undoubtedly prevailed to a great extent among the Portuguese 
officials and go far to account for the rapulit} with which Portugal fell fiom the 
lugh place which she once held in the East Trom tune to time however she 
seemed to resume her ancient spirit and showed how much she might still have 
been able to accomplish had men of spirit and integrit} instead of mere court 
intriguers been placed at the helm of affairs 

In 1570 when Luis do Ataida was \1ce10} one of the most formidable < ^ B ' b ^ t ar 
combinations into wlncli the native princes hod ever enteied w as triumphantly « rria <a 
defeated. It was headed by the Deccan Kings of Alnnedmiggur and Bejapoor 
and a new zamorin who undeterred by the fate of lus pi edecessoi was bent on 
recovering all that had been wrested from him Their common object was to 
expel the Portuguese from the country but each had lus own separate gnev 
\ol i 25 
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ad 15-0 ance, and hence, though the attack uns siinuHamous, it was nude at lluu 
important stations— liy the King of Ahmcdmiggm, at Ghoul— by the /niioim, 
at Clmle, wheie a foithad been elected which »\ flawed Ins capital at Cain ut 
and by the King of Bcjapooi, at Goa The In^i, as m tvo} u^pwt the mo-,t 
memoiablc, is the only one to which it is ncee->s u} lit u to advcil 
romudntiio Add Shah, who was then soveieign til Biptpooi, haMtig awmiblul an 

Sja'iij anny ol 100,000 foot and 31000 lioi-e, 2110 ehphants and 310 |mn , oi 
Adiisinti cannon> sudclciil y descended fioni one ol the passes ol the W < •deni Glands into 
the Concan, and then, tinning south, mulched without opposition upon Goa 
No piepaiations had been made loi tins foimid ible ntt uk , and the govt mot, on 
mustenng Ins Euiopean tioops found that the} did not i\ce<d 700 Ueadts 
these he had about 1300 monks, whose zeal and innate ism romp' in itt il m sonic 
degiecloi then want ol discipline, ami a consult table iiumhei c>l natives on whom 
no gieat confidence could be placed His guit seuud> was m bn nnul u 
position, winch, so long as lie hold tin* command at st a made it impossible lot 
the enemy to attempt an appiouh on any side but the oiu which lav m nest to 
the mainland Against this side, accoidinglv, Ally Atld Slnh thiectcd nil his 
efloits, and with such oveipowenng numbers and ptrsev trance, tint ”000 men 
it is repulsed succeeded m passing ovei into the island It was only a temporal} sucu^, ioi 
the Poituguese, awaie that d they made good then looting the place must sm- 
icndei, mu&teied all then stiength and h} one gieat elloit, m whuh the most 
heioic valoui was displayed cut then assailants to pieces, oi diove them into 
the sea Ally Add Shah had no hcait to lenew the combat, and aftei lmgeimg 
foi a slioib time, took lus fin.il dcpaitmc Moie than 12,000 ol his tioops had 
penshed The attacks on Clioul and Chale weie equally unsuicesslul New 
lustie was thus added to the Poituguese aims, and many who looked only at 
the srnface imagined that then powei had nevei been established on a hum i 
basis Those who looked deepei could not but see that the whole labile was 
undei mined and tlneatemng linn 

Causes or It would be out of place heie to examine in detail the vanous cuises to 

Portuguese 

decline which tlie oveitluow of Poituguese supiemacy m the East is nttubutable A 
few, kowevei, may be buetly mentioned One of the most obvious is the com- 
paiative mdifleience of the Poituguese themselves Wien they first doubled 
the Cape of Good Hope, India was the gieat goal foi which they weie striving, 
and all the exertions of which they weie capable weie exclusively devoted to it 
By tlie discoveiy of Biazil a new intei est was created, and giadually became 
the more absorbing because the more lucrative of the two A small state like 
Portugal was unable to superintend tlie aflaiis of two mighty empnes, situated 
at the opposite extiemities of the globe, and experience seems to have proved 
that m giving the piefeience to the Amencan continent she made the visei 
choice Both empnes, indeed, aie now lost to liei , but m that ot the West hei 
own lace of kings still sits enthroned 
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Another cause of I ortugucse decline in the Last maj he found in the state of adi 
European politics. In 1580 after the short and in D lonous reign of Henry the 
Cardinal Portugal lost her national independence and became subject to the 
bigoted and tyrannical rule of Philip II of Spain. She was thus obliged to c «*■ 
follow m the wake of licr more powerful neighbour and see all her interests -led 81 
sacrificed in the prosecution of objects from winch she could not possibly reap 
any advantage While her domestic interests were sacrificed it is not to be 
supposed that those of her colonics were duly attended to In connection 
with the degrading bondage to which Portugal was thus reduced we see a third 
cause of rapid decay in the hostility which Philips arrogance provoked in other 
European states. The United Prov mccs of Holland after throw mg off his y oke 
continued at open war with him and vaw no quarter in which they could so 
effectually resent the wrongs, and indemnify themselves for the losses they had 
suffered ns m the Ea.sk To the same quarter the eyes of the English had long 
been turned and after they had triumphed gloriously over the Armada winch 
was to have enslaved them by a double yoke of the most intolerable description 
— the yoke of Spain and the yoke of Rome all the friendly or prudentnl eon 
indentions winch had prevented them from claiming a Rhare in the Portuguese 
Indian monopoly ceased to have any w ei 0 lit and their determination to 
establish an independent traffic in the East was openly m ow cd Thus at the 
very moment when Portugal was scarcely able to maintain her position even 
hail she been left alone to deal with native powers after her own fishion she 
saw herself brought face to f ice with two most formidable competitors To 
these wc now turn 
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|ENR\ VII of England Ind the reputation of being one tf m tm 
yj| the most enlightened monarchs of lus age and m lum e 1 ^ 
accordingly Columbus hoped to find a patron at once able to 
appreciate Ins grand scheme of discovery and disposed to ad 
; vance the funds necessary for carrying it into edict Unfor 
tunately Henry with all Ins talents was of a penurious av ancious temper and 
remained so lon^ in suspense between the advantages to be gained by tin 
enterprise if it should succeed and the pecuniary loss to which it would suhjtct 
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him if it should piove a failuie, that he lost the oppoitumty, and only signified 
liis intention to accept the sei vices of the great Genoese navigatoi when it was 
no longei possible foi Inm to obtam them Befoie Bartolommeo Columbus could 
leturn to announce the success of Ins mission to England, the diseoveiy of the 
New World had aheady been achieved, and Ins illustrious brothei was prose- 
cuting a second voyage 

The disappointment which Hemy felt appeals m the leadmess with which 
he entered into a uval scheme of mantime diseoveiy A Venetian of the name 
of John Cabot, 01 Giovanni Caboto, had been settled foi some time at Bnstol, 
and to lnm and his three sons, Ludovico, Sebastiano, and Sanzio, the English 
monaicli, on the 5th of Maicli, 1496, gianted a chaiter, empoweimg them, m the 
most unlimited teims, to make voyages of diseoveiy m Ins name There was 
no gieat liberality m the giant, foi it cost lnm nothing, and while he refused 
to bear any pait of the expense, he was niggaidly enough to stipulate foi a fifth 
of the whole piofit Simply foi the pnvilege of sailing undei the English flag, 
and becoming goveinois undei the English ciown of any lands which might be 
disco veied, they weie to beai the whole loss, and m the event of piofit allow 
another to shaie it with them It gives a high idea of the spirit of mantime 
enterprise m England at this penod, that even when subjected to such ngoious 
terms, a Venetian stiangei, and Ins three sons, weie able to fit out five vessels 
for an expenmental voyage to the West 

As a mercantile speculation the voyage entnely failed, but by the diseoveiy 
of Newfoundland and of the west coast of North America, a foundation was laid 
foi the series of colonies or plantations which, undei the united influences of 

fieedom and commerce, have made 
the language and not a few of the 
most valued institutions of England 
tuumphant m the western woild. 
The accounts of the eaily pioceeckngs 
of the Cabots are so indistinct, that 
it is difficult to say whether one 01 
two voyages weie made If, as seems 
most probable, theie weie two, the 
lattei, which took place m 14*98, was 
commanded by Sebastian, whose fame 
as a navigator ultimately tlnew that 
of his fathei and brothei s into the 
shade At this time, howevei, the 
encouiagement he received was so 
small, that he quitted the service of England foi that of Spam, which showed 
the high sense entertained of Ins ments by giving him a seat m the council of 
the Indies 
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About the same tun* when England was attempting though with slow ad 1 01 
and faltenng steps to follow Columbus in his career of discover} Portugal was 
not so entirely absorbed in tlu prosecution of discov enes in the direction of Africa p 
as to be insensible to the vast changes v\ hich might be anticipated from the dis ttempt to 
covery of a western world If according to the idea then generally entertuned nh west 
by geographers the northern extremity of America formed a rod } headland p ‘“ SJg 
with an open sea be} ond it then all the efforts which Portugal had made to 
discov er a passage to India b} the south east must pro\ e in a great measure 
abortive because a much nearer passage would enable the mantime nations of 
Western Europe to secure all the advantages for which she had been stm in Q 
This was a danger too obvious and imminent to be o\ erlooked and therefore 
the Portuguese no sooner wert acquainted with the discovery of the New 
World than they determined on an explorator} a 0 } age to the northwest for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether such a practicable passage existed and if 
it did of securing a monopoly of it on the ground of pnonty of discover} 

The only Portuguese navigator whose names figure m the voyages under Gae P 
taken with this view were a father and three sons belonging to the illustrious 
house of Coiteieal Of the father John Vaz Cortereal scarcely anything is 
known and hence probabl} because fiction lias been employed as a substitute 
for fact it li is been confident^ maintained that he reached the shores of New 
foundland even before Columbus made his first vo}age The proceedings of his 
son Gaspar are better authenticated In 1 500 having been furnished b} King 
Imanuel with two ships he touched first at Terceira one of tin A/ores and 
then sailed north west in the hope of finding an open ocean b} which he could 
penetrate directl} to India Having reached land m the parallel of o0 he 
pursued his course northwards along the coast Both from its position and the 
description given of it it must have formed part of Labrador which accord 
m 0 l} in tin earliest maps heirs not this name but that of Corterealis He 
idvanced to latitude GO hut being deterred by the ngour of the climate and 
floating mountains of ice from proceeding farther he seized fift} sea en of the 
natives and carried them off to Portugal where to Ins disgrace and that of lus 
sovereign they appeal to have been emplo}ed as slaves He arrived at Lisbon 
on the 8th of 0 toher loOl and immediatel} resolved on anothei vo}age 
Earl} in spring liav ing completed Ins preparations he again set sail with lus 
two vessels and steered directl} for the most northerl} point he had pre\ iousl} 
reached So far the aoja^e was prosperous but immediatel} after a violent 
storm m a sea covered with icebergs obliged the v essels to separate That 
in which Gaspar sailed was never heard of 

As soon os tidings of the disaster reached Lisbon a } oun Q ei brother of the >f 1 
name of Migutl hastilv fitted out three vessels and set sail, with the double 
object of searching for the missing ship and following up the course of discovery 
which Gaspar had began. On arriving at tint arm of the Atlantic which 
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ad i 5 i 7 bianclies off between the coasts of Gieenland and Labiadoi, the vessels paited 
company, m oidei that each might exploie a sepaiate entrance The expe- 
dient seemed judicious, but the lesult pioved disastious Only two of the 
vessels letumed to Poitugal m the thud Miguel appeals to have met the same 
fate as Gaspai A thud biotliei, Vasco Eanes, implied by the lieioic spirit of 
his family, volunteered to head a new expedition , but the lung, thinking that 
enough had already been sacnficed in entei puses the success of which seemed 
now moie than pioblematical, lefused Ins consent, and the Portuguese desisted 
fiom any furtliei attempt to disco vei a noith-west passage to India 
British Shoitly after the accession of Heniy VIII to the throne of England an 

tothe fcl ° n attempt was made to levive the spirit of mantime enterpnse, which Ins fathei 
northwest dm mg the lattei yeais of his life had allowed to languish, but othei occupa- 
tions moie congenial to Ins taste, though less conducive to Ins lion our, soon 
began to engross Hemy’s attention, and dining Ins long leign English maritime 
discovery piesents an almost continuous blank The only important exception 
is an expedition to the noith-west m 1517 Sebastian Cabot had probably 
expected that Spain, to which he had tiansfeired Ins sei vices, would employ 
them in an endeavoui to ascertain the piacticability of a noith-west passage 
If this was Ins hope, it was disappointed, foi the magnificent temtoiies which 
Spam was acqunmg m the moie genial latitude of Mexico, and the immense 
wealth which had m consequence began to flow into liei tieasury, left hei 
little inebriation to piosecute a hazardous and doubtful entei pi lse m the fiozen 
legions of the North Cabot, howevei, having gained lus eailiest lauiels in 
tins field, was detei mined not to abandon it, and leturned to England, where he 
had the satisfaction to learn that his sei vices, again volunteeied, were accepted 
He was confident of success, and aftei entenng Hudson’s Bay, consideied him- 
self on the fan way to Cataia, oi China, to which, accoidmg to Ins own stiong 
expression, he “both could and would have gone,” when the opposition of Sn 
Thomas Peait, undei whom, as Viee-admnal of England, he held only a sub- 
ordinate command, and a failure of corn age on the pait of his crew, obliged 
him to let urn 

^ b o ert os The failure of this expedition seemed to justify Henry m the apathy he 
momomuo had pieviou&ly manifested, and ten additional yeais had passed awav when 

HenrjVIII . , 1 J ’ 

ms attention was once moie called to the subject by an English mei chant of the 
name of Robert Thome, who, after a long residence at Seville, had finally 
settled m London This gentleman, while m Spam, had foimed a close con- 
nection with Sebastian Cabot, and become thoioughly -imbued with Ins ideas as 
to the practicability of reaching the East Indies by some northern outlet 
fiom the Atlantic Seeing how completely the subject had fallen into abeyance, 
he piesented a memorial to the king, m which, after adverting to the natural 
desire which all punces have to extend then dominions, and which Henry 
himself had evinced by Ins lecent expedition to France, he thus pioeeeds 
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Now I considering this j our noble courigt and desire and also per A „ l5 7 
ceiving that jour grace may at your pleasure to your greater glory by a 
godly meane with little cost penll or labour to your grace or any of your 
subjects amphfie and innch this your sayd realme I know it is my bounden Th m 
duety to mamfest tins secret unto your grace which hitherto os I suppose h y vm 
hath beene hid which is that with a small number of ships theie may be 
discovered divers new 1 mds and km 0 domes in wlucli without doubt j our grace 
shall winne perpetual glory and your subjects infinite profite 

The so called secret thus announced rath* r more pompously than the com 
paratively tnte ideas composing it seem to justify was simply the possibility 
of reaching the East by a \oyage northwards The memorial accordmgly thus 
continues — There is left one waj to discover which is into the Northe for 
that of the foure pirtes of the worlde three partes are discoiered by other 
princes For out of Spaine they ha\e discovered all the Indies and Seas 
Occidentall and out of Portmgall all the Indies and Seas Orn ntall so that 
by this part of the Orient and Occident tliej have encompassed the worlde 
The North being thus the only field of maritime discoverj not foreclosed 
the memonil after adducing seieral pithy reasons whj Hemj should imme 
diatelj occupy it enters into an expl mation of the different courses which 
\essds fitted out for discovery might take and the results that might be anti 
( ipated The first object of course is to pass the pole but of this, though 
really the crowning difficulty Mr Thome makes light and then proceeds — 

If they will go toward the Onent thej shall injoj the region of all the h* ^ 
Tartarians that extend toward the mil day and from thence tliej maj em r^e 
goe and proceede to the land of the Chinas and from thence to the land of 
Cathaio Onentall which is of all the mame land most Orientall that can be 
reckoned from our habitation And it from thence they doe continue then 
navigation following the coasts that returne toward the Occident they shall 
fill in with Malaca and so with all the Indies winch we call Onent ill and fol 
lowing the waj may returne hither by the Cape of Buona Speransa ind thus 
they shall compass the whole worlde And if they w ill take their course aftei 
they be past the Pole toward the Occident thej shall goe to the backe side of 
the New found land which of late was discovered by jour graces subjects 
untill they come to the backe side and South Seas of the Indies Occ identall 
And so continuing their vojage they may returne through the Streight of 
Magellan to this countrey and so they compass also the world by this way 
And if they goe the tlurde way and after tliej be past the Pole goe right 
toward the Pole Antartique and then decline toward the lands and islands 
situated between the Tropikes and under the Equmoctiall without doubt they 
shall find there the richest lands and islands of the world of golde precious 
stones balmes spices and other tlnnges that we here esteeme most which come 
out of strange countries and may returne the same way The conclusion is — 
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“By this it appeal etli, youx giace hath not onely a gie.it ailv.mt.ige of the 
nclies, hut also yoiu subjects shall not tiavell hall oi the wa\ that othci doc 
which go lound about as afoiesayd 

This memonal, though containing little that is new and much that is 
enoneous, seemed woitliy of quotation, both because it gives a good account 
of the views entei tamed by the best geogiaphcvs ol the period and because it 
ajq^ears to have had the effect of bestimng lieniy to make a final efloit oi 
maiitime chscoveiy As it led to no impoitant lesults, and the accounts of it 
aie scanty m the extieme, it is unnecessaiy to notice it fuithei In sumlai 
silence lies buiied anothei expedition, undeitiken, a few 3 ear-, altet, at the 
expense, not of the ciown, but of a wealthy inhabitant oi London, who gn\e it 
an appeaiance so attiactive that the youtlis of family and foituno weie induced 
to embaik along with him Neithei he 1101 Ins associates w ei e well qualified 
foi the task which they had undci taken, and disastei followed disastei till 
famine ledueed them to the due necessity of cannibalism They weie piepaiing 
to cast lots foi the next victim, when the captme oi a Fiench ves-scl furnished a 
small lemnant with piovisions and the means oi leg.unmg then native land 

On the accession of Edwaid VI , in 1517, an eia moie fas oui able to man- 
time entei pnse svas anticipated, and would doubtless base been leih/ed had his 
life been piolonged Sebastian Cabot, as aident and sanguine as e\ T ei, had 
arnved, and the youthful monaich, smitten with kindled enthusiasm, had ap- 
pointed lnm giand-pilot of England, with a libeial sal.uy Undei the stimulus 
thus applied, a new scheme of discoveiy was soon ananged and zealously sup- 
poited by London mei chants, “men of gieat wisdom and giawty” Robeit 
Thome, m the memonal above quoted, had pointed out tlnee difieient dnections 
m which experimental voyages might be made Hithei to only one oi them had 
been tued, but the lesults weie most discouiagmg, and it was theieioie lesolved 
that the next voyage should change the duection, and endeavom to discovei a 
passage to the Indies by the noith-east 

The lequisite funds, amountmg to £6000, weie laised in shaies of £25 each, 
appoitioned among the members of a land of joint-stock company foimecl foi 
the puipose With this sum tlnee vessels weie built, and fitted up in a style 
with which Sebastian Cabot, who was govemoi of the company, and undei took 
the management of its nautical affaus, was so well pleased as to dedaie that 
“ the like was nevei m any lealm seen used oi known ” The chief command was 
given to Sir Hugh Willoughby, who sailed m the puncipal vessel Undei lnm, 
and in command of the second vessel, was Richaid Chancelloi Besides a senes 
of mstiuctions diawn up by Cabot foi the guidance of the officeis and ciew, the 
expedition was furnished by King Edward with a lettei addiessed to all “kings, 
pnnces, mleis, judges, and govemois of the eaith,” lequestmg them “to peimit 
unto these oiu servants free passage by yoiu legions and dominions, foi they 
shall not touch anything of youis unwilling unto you,” and piomismg “by the 
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God of ill things tint are contained in litivui earth and the sex and by the ad 1 53 
life and tranquillity of our kiti e doms that we will with like humanity accept 
y our sen ants if at any time they shall come to our km 0 doma On the 10th 
May 15u3 the three vessels dropped down to Greenwich wheie the court and 
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a vast assemblage from all quarters witnessed their departure amul bah os of 
artillery and the shouting of the winners m such sort that the sky rang with 
the noise thereof 

After leAMng the mcr the v cssels were detuned on the Essex coast till the r*i« t 
23d when, the winds becoming favourable they began their 00111 x 0 across the dtion ' 
German Ocean. On the 14th of July they had reached lat G8 among the 
islands of the Norway coast and not long after came within si e ht of the horth 
Cape Their intention was to remain together but in the c\ cut of their being 
obliged to part company Wardhuys in Immarh was appointed ns the port of 
rendezvous The contin D ency thus provided for hnp]>ened sooner than any lmd 
anticipated and with very fital results Shortly after passing the cape the 
weather became so stonny that the vessels were forced out to sea and dmen at 
the mercy of the winds. Willoughby whose skill and caution seem not to have 
been equal to his courage earned so much sail that CImnccIIoi w as unable to 
keep up w lth lum and never saw him more His fate remained unknown till 
some Russian sailors disco \ ered two tall \ esscls frozen in on the coast of Lap 
land On entenn" them they found the lifeless bodies of Willoughby and his r u f 

° J , Will ghby 

companions Alon a with the journal of the v oy age was a note showing by its 
date that the crews were alive in January I5o4 They had reached the coast 
of Nova Zembla without bein e able to land upon it and then penetrated still 
deeper into the abysses of the Arctic Ocean. Convinced at last of their mistxl e 
they retraced then steps and in retnnnng westward unfortunately missed the 
opening of the White Sea within winch they might have found a sheltered 
anchorage On reaching the coast beyond they had resolved to make it their 
winter quarters intendin 0 to prosecute their voyage in the ensuing spring 
Before it amv ed the intense cold had frozen them to death 
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Cliuncelloi was moie foi lunate By keeping ncai the coa'-t lie had icachcd 
Waidliuys without much difhculty, and aitci "waiting sewn da} s in the hope 
that tlie otliei vessels might amve, continued Ins couisc 11 till lie tam< at last 
to the place wlieie he found no night at all, hut a continued light and blight 
ness of the sun, shining cleaily upon the git at and might > sia Ultmialt h lu 
was earned into the White Sea, and anchoied m the haiboui of Auhangt 1 On 
learning that it foimed paitol the vast dominions of the (Vai of Mus(o\},lu 
detei mined on visiting Ins cnijnt-.il of Moscow , and hi mtani ol the letb i wliuh 
he earned horn Ins soveieign, and his own addict, ohtaiiud such .i laioumbli 
leception fiom the leigmng soveieign, lean Yasiloi ifoch, as enabled him to la\ 
the foundation ot the Muscoiy oi Bushian Compui} on iciy ad\ant lgeor.s 
tenns The lmpoi taut tr.ifhc seemed !>} this compim withdiev at tc niton, ba 
a time, fiom the noi til-east passage, and muni wen cun so sanguine a*> to 
imagine that by this company alone it might be possible to establish an mtu- 
course with India, by which the neecssiti of an} olhei pav-agt would be in a 
gieat measuie superseded 

The plan was to make Aichangcl the stalling point, and then stiikmg the 
Volga wheie it fust becomes ineligible, sail down into the Caspian, and Ihu- 
foun a communication with the ancient oieilaml unites fiom the hist Joui- 
neys, with a view to the establishment ol this commumc ition, weie aetuilh 
undei taken, and seveial ot the tiavellers employed penetrated fai into the m 
teuoi of Asia The whole scheme, howevei, was a delusion The Venetians 
when m complete command of the oieilancl ti.iflie b} much shoitu and moie 
convenient loutes, had been cluven fiom .ill the leading maikcts ot ban ope In 
the Poituguese How, then, could the Russian Comp.ui} hope to compete with 
them, when, m addition to the carnage paid by the Venetians, the} weie hm- 
dened with at least 2000 miles of expensive tianspoit, pait ol it cnei an ocean 
always dangeious, and dui mg half the yeai lendeicd inaccessible b> mount nns 
of ice ? 

These consicleiations soon opened men’s eyes to the hopelessness ol establish- 
ing a piofitable tiaffic with India by the way of the White Sea, and the exploia- 
tion of the noitli-east and north-west passages was lesumed moie aidently than 
evei The latter passage, indeed, continued to be exploied long aftei the impos- 
sibility of using it as an ocean thoioughfaie to the East was universally lecog- 
mzed, and even m oui own times, m the founidable task of exploung this 
passage, some of oui most distingmshecl Butisli navigatois bale earned then 
best lam els, and some of them, too, have unhappily peushed The noitli-east 
passage, winch at one time seemed the moie hopeful of the tw r o, was soonei aban- 
doned, hut not befoie the utmost skill and hardihood both of Bntisli and Dutch 
seamen had been -expended upon it m vain Some of then attempts, consideied 
as prehmmaiy steps m the process which eventually hi ought them into clnect 
collision with the Portuguese, aie heie entitled to at least a passing notice 
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About the tune when the Muscovy Indian scheme proved abortive some 
accurate knovvle<lgo was obtained of the gnat Asiatic mors, the Obe and 
Yenisei and Gerard Mercator the celebrated cosmogrnphcr when consulted <j 
on the subject, gave it as Ins opinion that at no great distance bejond the point 
which navigators had already reached, n great hcadlind then supposed to form 
the north cast extremit} of Asia, would be found Hus headland once passed 
nothing more was necessaiy than to turn south and steer dircctl} for Japan and 
China. Tins was an cnormom blunder for it cut ofl at one sw cep more than 
a fourth of the whole circumference of the globe but it is onlj fair to Mcrcntoi 
to observe that it was not so much his blunder as the common blunder of tin 
time, for all his contemporaries shared it with him 

In accordance with Mercators opinion the great problem of a north east pas ? 
sage to India now seemed on the cv c of receiving a fav ourablc solution In 1 580 i 
two English vessels, under the command of Arthur Pet an 1 Charles Jackman 
sailed for Wnrdliu} s, which the} reached on the 23d of Tuna A few days aftci 
they continued their \oj age eastward and on approaching Nova Zcinbla nai 
rowly escaped being embedded in a field of ica Yfter disentangling themselves 
by taking a verj circuitous route the} proceeded along an open passage and had 
the mortification to discov or that it formc<l a 1 md of cul tie sac from which the} 
had no possible outlet except b} retracing their steps. This accomplished the} 
had a most favourable wind but found it impossible to avail themsclvas of it in 
consequence of enormous icebergs winch blocked up the course leaving no space 
lietween and along which they could not steer w itliout n king almost cci tain 
destruction. Thus obstmeted and obliged as the} piousl} express it to wait 
with patience abiding the Lord a leisure they dul not arrive at Vmgatr 
Straits till the middle of August It was consequentl} too late to advance 
further eastward and the expedition returned without having added out 
particle to the information prcviousl} possessed flic English having found 
more necessary and hopeful employment m another quarter desisted for man} 
years from all further attempts to discov er n north east passage The tnsl 
however instead of being abandoned wasonl} transferred to new hands 

The Unite 1 Provinces after a long arduous and noble struggle had achieved ' 
their independence and nd themselves for ever of the galling yoke of Spain 


Even while groaning under that }ol e the untiring industry of the population 
and the narrow scope for exercising it in a country hemmed in on all sides and 
constantly threatened by the sea had turned their attention chiefl} to com 
merce On the broad expanse of the ocean they found their true thoroughfire 
and gradually rose to a foremost pi ice among the maritime nations of Europe 
Their own consumption was not great but their vessels w ere found in all seas 
acting as common earners for other nations In this way they had obtained a 
large share in the Indian trade which had its emponum at Lisbon to which the 
goods were brought from the East by the Portuguese and from which they w ere 
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a d 1595 affceiwaids diffused ovei Euiope At the veiy time when the Dutch seemed, the 
Poituguese weie depnved of then independence, Philip II of Spam having 
usuiped the ciown of Poitugal, and mcoipoiated its dominions with Ins own 
Lisbon having, m consequence, fallen into the hands of then vindictive enemy, the 
Dutch weie, m 1581, completely excluded fiom it The inpuy thus inflicted on 
then tiade was at fiist seveiely felt, but the only effect was to inspiie them with 
a deteimmation not to lest till they had succeeded m establishing a dnect com- 
munication with the East The loute by the Cape of Good Hope was now well 
known, and as all the Poituguese possessions had fallen undei the powei of 
then declaied enemy, they could have no scmple in attacking them In the fiist 
instance, howevei, they imitated the example of the English, and endeavouied 
to discovei an independent loute by the noi til-east 

wiiimm The first expedition, undei taken by a pnvate company, with the sanction but 

without any duect assistance fiom the States, consisted of foui vessels, undei the 
command of William Baientz They sailed fiom the Texel on the 5th of June, 
1594, and on appioaclnng Nova Zembla sepaiated, two of the vessels taking the 
old route towaid Vaigatz Stiaits, while the othei two, undei the command of 
Baientz, adopted the boldei couise of sailing noitliwaids, with the view of 
keeping cleai of the masses of ice which clusteied lound the island Baientz 
does not seem to have justified Ins high l eputation as a seaman By the 1 st of 
August he had not advanced beyond the noitli extiennty of Nova Zembla, m 
lat 77°, and then, detened by the violence of the wind and the laige masses of 
floating ice, piematuiely deteimmed to letuin The othei detachment was 
moie peiseveung Aftei woikmg then way thiough Yaigatz Stiaits, and suc- 
ceeding, with much difficulty, m sailing lound some immense icebeigs which had 
tlneatened to bai then futiue progiess, the two vessels ai lived at a blue open 
sea, and saw the coast ti ending lapidly south waids It was only the Gulf of 
Obe , but, led astray by Meicatoi’s blundei, they believed that they had doubled 
the noitli extiemity of Asia, and consequently discovei ed the passage of which 
they weie m search It might have been expected, that instead of lestmg satis- 
fied with this conviction they would have endeavoured to make assuiance doubly 
sine, and prevented the possibility of mistake by advancing some bundled 
leagues into the sea, which, if then opinion had been conect, would have earned 
them dnectly to Japan Instead of this they immediately letiaced then steps, 
and having again joined Baientz on the coast of Russian Lapland, amved m the 
Texel on the 10th of Septenibei 

Klso hopes The tidings which they brought diffused univeisal joy, and the States- 
geneial, no longer satisfied with giving a baie sanction, took the lead, in 1595, 
m fitting out a new expedition on a moie extensive scale It consisted of six 
vessels, intended not meiely to explore, but to commence the tiaflic which, 
according to the general belief, was about to be peimanently established, and 
pom the wealth of the East into the ports of Holland Such being the expecta- 
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tion the arrangements were adapted to it mvl the vessels instead of being ad i os 
constructed as before to bear the rude shocks of the polar ice were framed m 
the manner best adapted for the rich cargoes of merchandise vv ith which they 
were laden The viry idea, of such an expedition had originated in a gross 
error hut as if this had not liten sufliuent the jienod of smhn 0 vv as protracted 
to the 2d of Turn when nearly two months of the season most fwourahlc for 
n northern v 03 age were already past. Ihe \ cssi Is never got firth er than the 
eastern entrance of the Straits of Vaigatr M hen the} reached it, they wen 
met by immense Ijodios of floiting kx against which they Rtrn 0 gle 1 manfullj 
till the end of S ptunber linn at last the conviction forced itself upon them 
that tin 3 were libourm^ in vain and that nothin^ more remained than to turn 
their f ice homew anis 

Not one of the results so confidently anticipated had been obtained In * 
proportion to the extravagance of the expectation was the bitterness of the dis 
appointment ihe States general at once disconnected themselves with the 
project and deemed it swiften nt to hold out a pecumarv rtw anl to any imliv 1 
dual or associ ition who shonl 1 first succeed m cfiecting the passage winch tliev 
had themselves attempted in vain. The town of AmsUrdim at once took up 
the gauntlet which the government hid thus in a manner throw n dovv n and 
wisely in the meantime rcnouncin 0 all idea of tnfiic, fitted out two vessels 
solely for exploration Hie command of tin one was given to \\ till im Barcntr 
whose prev 1011s v 03 age has already been mentioned and of the othci to John 
Cornell Ry^p As some security against tint longing for home under the infill 
cnee of which the previous expeditions WLre supposed to have returned preins 
turely all tlie individii ils ljelon n m B to the expedition were unmarried 

The vessels sailed on the 10th of May 1)96 and in order to avoid the f mu 
dangers of the coast sailed nearly due north Currents and easterly wands <1 n p 
carried them 80 fir west that they came in sight of the Shetlind Isles on the 
22vl Here the commanders who appear to have had ctjuvl powers differed in 
opinion Barent7 wished to tack aliout and steer due east while Ryp who 
argue 1 that in this way they would only become entan 0 lul like previous expedi 
tions among the floating icibcigs of the Voigitz Straits insisted on sailing 
NNT His opinion prev ailel They were soon m the depths of the Arctic 
Ocean and aftei a dangerous and drear3 navigation constantly obstructed I13 
fields of ice reached the coast of Spitsbergen in Iat 80 Thev now clmn e ed 
their course and sailing south arrived at Bear Island which they had pre 
viously passed. Here the captains again differed in opinion and as on this 
occasion neithei would yield the vessels parted Compaq Ryp proceeded north 
with the view of following the east coast of Spitzheigen and was ultimately 
obliged to retrace Ins steps without doing anything which his contemporaries 
deemed worthy of being recorded Bvrcntz sailed EST and met with a 
senes of adventures which though they fonn a most interesting nariative 
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a d 1507 would here he out of place, as they throw no new light on the attempted north- 
east passage to India Suffice it to say, that, aftei wintering on the shore of 
Nova Zenibla, he was obliged, m the June of the following year, to leave Ins 
ship embedded m the ice, and set out, with the suivivors of Ins ciew, to make the 
voyage liomewaids in two small boats Anxiety, fatigue, and the seventies of 
the climate had destioyed Ins health, and he died by the way His companions, 
aftei enduring almost unparalleled haidslnps, leached Kola, wheie, to then 
astonishment and delight, they found the other vessel fiom which they had been 
so long paited, and proceeded m it to Amsteidam 
iiciirj The existence of a north-east passage was now virtually dispioved, and 

though subsequent exploiations took place, paiticulaily by the celebrated navi- 
gatoi, Hemy Hudson, who was employed foi this puipose on one occasion by 
the English, and on anotliei by the Dutch, it is unnecessaiy to tiace them All 
reasonable men weie now satisfied that no noith-east passage to India, prac- 
tically available for the ordinal y pm poses of commeice, existed, and the only 
choice now lemaimng was between the old beaten tiack of the Portuguese by 
the Cape of Good Hope, and a south-west passage by the southern exticnuty of 
the Ameiican continent Of the latter passage a bnef account must now be 
given 

South u est The practicability of a south-west passage to the East was proved at a com- 
paiatively eaily penod Fernando de Magellan, 01 moie piopeily Magalhaens, 

a native of Portugal, aftei saving five 
yeais m the East undei Albuqueique, and 
distinguishing himself at the taking of 
Malacca, being dissatisfied with the mg- 
gaidly mannei m which his services had 
been lewaided, made an offei of them to 
the Empeior Chailes V They were 
accepted, and he immediately piesented 
the project of a voyage, by which he pro- 
posed to reach the East Indies by sailing 
south-west The great object of atti action 
in that quarter was the Moluccas, which 
grew the finest spices These weie then 

Ffuotn vsb M ia-* — riom a portrait b> r Seim i ' 

m such high and geneial request, that 
theie was no bianch of the Portuguese tiade of which a sliaie was more 
eageily coveted. Theie was one great obstacle m the way The pope had 
divided the woild into two halves How could Chailes, as a professed cham- 
pion of the chui cli, appiopnate any portion of the half which his holiness had 
given to the Portuguese? The true way of loosing the knot was to cut it, and 

1 111 Jiclacion del udimo Vianc al csliecho de Magellancs, Madrid, 1787 
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to iniintim tint, in tlnn instinct as iti ini»} others the. hid i n nomiitl} \i i^s. 
nml nrro^intU mile fnx i\ *tl* n proi*ut} which dul not lM.hm 0 to him Hit ~~ 
turn, for with a solution of the di limit} w us rytdlv appm-iclun}, hut it 1ml ml 
let arrived mul Mi^ilhittw undertook tj nil Chirln or his x.nij 1 *s b\ provm^ 
tint Uu Moha*cn.s Were not in the I urtu^a-s 1 tit m tlit Sjum h Inlf He 
mih wtoii 0 in fi t but direct n^-onlm^ to thi ilti tln.ii entertained of tin 
dim i is urns of the {Jolx. It is |in)luihh however tint the imjKmr wius n t 
ehih ult t« Kate f\ as lit nfterwirls show 1 on in in} ik. tsioiis lira cisih In 
couM di jkkk ef Inpil chum wiitn thev interfere! with nn\ of his fivount 
jKihtieil olju Ls. He this ns it tniv Mi 0 illnun obtained Ins w: h 

On the 20 b of b p mb r lu mile 1 from Stub tear hi coiminnl t f uk»iw» 

five slope nnd 21G in n. Oi lb 12*bof Tnmnr} 1 >.() lit m lied tin mouth r» ’««* 
of the I i Ptati wlu.ru hu w is el tim 1 f>rnim tun b} n muttii} of his im.ii 
who deemed it (1 ,»nlit»i>n to oh \ unt w mm tin v htt^uiittr si ns n renewal* 
lortu^u-s- Hi pm bn mil resolution hu runnel his nseenhne} nml 
low mis thu i n t of O t-»b r !n„in to cut r tbu strut uunh hi nux 1 >nit Ins 
in mu On the 27tb of Novcinb* r hu obtain si lus first u h if thu 1 ncifn nml 
htttrm e directl} n ton it misled nil tin ushnls li which it is tu 1 led nml 
n^uti tuw lind forth first tun on th Cth of M» b 1 21 whin hu i mu m 
i icw of the i lintls which from the thievish j n ttees of tin mli il itniits, wire 
mined the Ladronus. Continuing onwards, he nmvid nt tin nnhipeli^i of St 
l^arirus nfierwnrls calhsl the I hihppines m honour e f I tulip II lule Inn 
he induced tlie chief of the ishn 1 of /thu to mike n profit i m of Lhnsti uutv 
nml become tabular} t) tbt hm ft of Spun on rendition * f Umj, nvu toil in his 
war with the chief of tbi island of MnLui In fulfilling this c mditum Mn^d 
h tens unfurtun itcl} lost lus life on the 2ht!i of April lu-1 11a tirumumv i n i 
tarn which lie hid so far tmccc* full} nccomphshed wts comj letcd h} Sel istinn 
del Cuio who succeed d him in the command nml nmvtsl nt Sanlnenron th* 

221 of September lo22 b} doublin n the Cnj>c of Good Nojh. from the eastward 

Mn{, illnens \ 0 }n o u |,ih proof of two important fats — first tli it tlun was n w tu 
no ph}siuil nnpos ability of rtidiin^ tlit 1 est Indies 1*} mi1im 0 west nnd 
htcondl} tli.it, under orhnir} ur uinstmcts tins route never coull become the 
0 * 1,111 tboroti 0 lifnro from 1 urop_ It im 0 ht lie useil for spend purposes, but 
bcm 0 fir more ciruntous wis nlso ntccssiri!} both more tedious and mori 
expensive lurtlar notice of it would la nee he iinnoctssai} wire it not that 
nn adventitious interest has been {, 1 V en to it ns the route which first led the 
llntish to the I*ist nml furnished tho infonnition which determine*! them not 
to rest satisfied till the} lmd obtained n direct *»hire m its tmflie iwo of tho 
vo}n 0 c.snre on this account well entitled to special mention — the one b} Sir 
Francis Drake nnd the other b} Sir 1 homos Cnvcmlish 

After the accession of Queen Flinbeth in 15 8 nnd tho decided refusal of 
her hand when impertinent!} asked by Philip II the friendly i elutions hetwe* n 
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After a picture In the Collection of th Marquis of Iy>thla i 


England and Spam weie entnely.it an end, and though hostilities weie not 
openly declaied, it was peilectly undei stood that, at least on the pait of Spain, 

they weie onl} del a} cd m oidei that 
the piepaiations ioi 0.1113111" them 
on with ellect might he lendeied 
nioie complete It is not suipiismg 
that, undei these ciicumstances, fre- 
quent 1 encounters took ]>laee, and 
the natiNesof eitliei countii, ulien- 
evei f.u 0111 able oppoi turn ties oerui- 
leel, made no suuples ot ti eating 
those ol the otliei as open enemies 
J11 this kind of megulai, piedatoi} 
wnilaic, Eninas Drake, who, ongm- 
ally ot ohscuie paientage tiom the 
Mcimt3 r of TaMbtock, 111 Deionshne, 
had won a high name foi \aloui and 
seamanship, paitieulaih distinguished 
himself lie had made tw 0 successful 
ciuises against the Spam.uds, and acquned so much wealth that lie was able, 
in 1577, to fit out a fleet of five small vessels, with an aggiegate ciew of 1G1 
men The hugest vessel, commanded "by himself, dul not exceed 100 tons, the 
smallest was onl}'- 15 tons With these he set sail fiom PI3 mouth 011 the 13th 
of Decembei, 1577, and steei ed duectl}' acioss the 
Atlantic On the 20tli of August, 157S, he amved 
in the Stiaits of Magalhaqns, passed them, and then 
continued lus couise noitliwaids along the west coast 
of Ameiica till he had leaclied IS 0 N latitude He 
had piobably pioceeded thus fai in the hope of dis- 
coveung some opening by which he might again 
pass into the Atlantic Disappointed m this ex- 
pectation, he letiaced Ins steps foi about 10°, and 
then, with the only vessel now lemauung of Ins 
original five, shot boldly acioss the Pacific On the 
29th of Septembei, 1579, he came m sight of the 
Moluccas On the 4th of Novembei he cast anclioi at 
Temate He aftei wards wound Ins way westwaid 
among the islands of the Indian Aielnpelago, doubled the Cape of Good Hope, 
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1 Among the many relics of England’s na\ al heroes 
enshrined in that appropriate repository, Greenwich 
Hospital, few are more interesting, few attract more 
attention, than the Bubject of the above engrax mg — 


the astiolabe or instrument for taking the altitude 
of the sun or stars — once belonging to the famous 
Drake, which was constructed for him pnor to Ins 
first expedition to the W’est Indies in 1570 
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a d 158S had to doe liei majesty service m tlie peifoimance of this voyage And as it hath pleased God 
to give her the victory over pait of her enemies, so I trust yei long to see her overtluowe them 
all Foi the places of their wealth, wheieby they have maintained and made then wanes, aie 
now peifectly discoveied , and if it please her majesty, with a veiy smal powei she may tale the 
spoile of them all It hath pleased the Almighty to suffei me to circompasse the whole globe 
of the woilde, entenng in at the Stieight of Magellan, and letuming by the Cape of Enena 
Cavendish S Esper.aug.a In which voyage I have either discoveied or brought certain intelligence of all 
account of x i C li places of the woild that evei weie knowen or discoveied by any Clmstian I navi- 
gated alongst tlie coast of Club, Peiu, and Nueva Espanna, where I made gieat spoiles, 1 
burnt and sunk nineteen sailes of ships, small and great All the villages and townies that evei 
I landed at I burnt and spoiled, .and had I not bene discovered upon the coast I had taken 
great quantitie of tieasuie The matter of most piofit unto me was a great ship of the king’s 
which I took at California, which ship came fiom the Philippines, being one of the uchest 
of meielinndise that evei passed those seas, as the king’s register and merchants’ accounts did 
shew, foi it did amount in value to m Mexico to he solde “Winch goods (for that m> 

ships weie not able to conteme the least pait of them) I was mfoiced to set on file Fiom 
the Cape of California, being the utteimost pait of all Nueva Espanna, I navigated to the 
islands of the Plnlippmas, liaid upon the coast of China, of winch countiy I have brought 
such intelligence as hath not been heard of in these parts The statehnesse and riches of 
which countrey I feaie to make lepoit of, least I should not be credited foi if I had not 
knowen sufficiently the incompaiable wealth of that countiey, I should have bene os m- 
ciedulous thereof as otlieis will be that have not had the like expenence I sailed aloug the 
islands of the Malucos, wlieie among some of the heathen people I was well mtreated, wheie 
om countiey men may have tiade as freely as the Portugals if they will themselves From 
thence I passed by the Cape of Buena Espeianga, and found out by the wiy homeward the 
island of St Helena, where the Portugals use to relieve themselves, and fiom that island 
God hath suffered me to return into England All which sei vices, with myself, I humbly 
prostrate at hei majestie’s feet, desnmg the Almighty long to continue liei reigne among ns , 
foi at this day she is tlie most famous and victonous prince that liveth m the world ” 


Establish 
ment of the 
Levant 
Company 


In returning homewards, the Cape of Good Hope was doubled on the 16th of 
March, 1588, and Plymouth liaiboui was reached, after a piospeious voyage, on 
the 9th of September 

While the information thus flowing m from successful navigatois was paving 
the way foi the establishment of dnect traffic with the East Indies, othei inci- 
dents weie conti lbutmg poweifuUy to the same end Notice has been lepeatedly 
taken of the impoitant Indian tiade which had been earned on, almost from 
time immemorial, by the way of the Levant Foi many centimes the English 
had been contented to receive then supplies of Indian pioduce at second hand 
from some one or other of the Italian mantime cities, but latterly, paiticulaily 
aftei the accession of Queen Elizabeth, they had agents of their own in the 
chffeient ports of the Levant, and thus procured the means of eanymg on an 
active and lucrative tiade m their own vessels When this trade had accpmed 
such extent and consistency as to entitle it to be legarded as a national intei est, 
the queen entered into a commeicial tieaty with Tuikey, securing foi her sub- 
jects all the advantages which other nations enjoyed, and immediately theie- 
aftei, m 1581, granted a eliartei of exclusive pnvileges to a mercantile associa- 
tion which assumed the name of the Levant Company This company, not 
satisfled with confining its connections to the ports of the Levant, extended 
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them far into the interior and sent out many agents whose journals and a d is<u 
travels fumislied from time to time, valuable information with regard to 
Indian traffic. 

It has sometimes been alleged that the immediate occasion of the formation v t 
of the Levant Company was the loss of a a essel laden with Indian produce on ^ 1 / 
the Goodwin Sands, The argosy which is referred to and is thought to lnve °°°t w 
derived the name common to all vessels of its class from the town of Rigusa 
in Dalmatia, belonged to the Venetians and sufficed to cany at a single vojage 
as much Indian produce as supplied the demand of the kingdom of En 0 land foi 
a whole jear The wreck of tins vessel proved so disastrous that the Venetians 
ceased thenceforth to pay their annual visit The English thus cut off from the 
supplj on which tliej had been accustomed to depend had no alternative but to 
send for the goods which the} could not otherwise obtain and hence the forma 
tion of the Levant Com pan} Such is the theory propounded and m accor 

dance with it it is added that the same circumstance which led to the formation 
of the Levant Company suggested to Slmkspeare the idea of the Mei chant of 
Venice 

Hie loss of an argosy on the Goodwin Sands about ten jears before the date 
usually assigned to the first representation of Shakspeare s immortal pi a} is n 
well authenticated fact and he speaks with all the truth of history when he 
says (act 11 scene 8) — 

I reasoned with a Frenchman yesterday 
AVlio told me in the narrow seas that part 
The French and Englisl tl ere miscarnc 1 
V vessel of our country richly fraught 
And again (act iil scene 1) — 

The Goodwins I think they call the place i very dang rous flat 

Unfortunately however for the theory it is impossible to connect the loss of ' 1 ro 
the argosy with the foundation of the Levant Company without committing a 
palpable anachronism The charter of the company was granted in 1581 the 
argosy was not lost till lo87 If the Venetians sent no more argosies after this 
date the fact was probably owing not to any horror of the narrow seas that 
part the French and English for they were well inured to brav e far greater 
dang< rs but to their inability to derive any profit from a traffic which could 
never have been very lucrative after the Portuguese had fairl} entered the 
European market and m which they lnd recently been brought into competi 
tion with a native company powerful in itself and enjoying the special favour 
of the crown. The retirement of the Venetians was only one of the signs from 
which a sagacious merchant might have inferred that the Indian trade had 
deserted its ancient channels and that England li id become too well acquainted 
with its nature and too much alive to its importance to allow it to be any 
longer monopolized by Spaniards and Portuguese claiming the monopoly on 
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ad 1582 the giound, not so much of pnonty of chscoveiy, as of a bi vinrn fvlrncn issued 
hy the execiable pope, Alexandra VI 

Queen Queen Ehzaheth had eaily struck at the loot oi all claims to monopolize the 

enlightened navigation of the ocean by declaring, m aiiswei to the complaints of the Spanish 
"°" s ambassadoi against the English foi navigating the Indian seas, “ that the ocean 
was fiee to all, foiasmuch as neithei natiue noi icgai d of public use do permit 
the exclusive possession theieof and again, “ that ,is to Diake sailing on the 
Indian seas, it was as lawful foi hei subjects to do so as foi the Spain aids , since 
the sea and an aie common to all men” Tins lattei declaration v as made in 
1580, and evidence was soon given that, instead of being mam tuned meiely 
as an abstiact pimciple, the justice of which could not be disputed, it -was hraice- 
foith to be earned into practical opeiation In the thiul \olume of Ilaclluyt, 
pp 751-757, tlieie is a papei dated 9th Apnl, 3 582, and entitled, “Instructions 
given by the light lionoruable the Lordes of the Counsell to Mr Edwaul Fenton, 
*Esquiie, foi theoidei to be obsei \ ed m the vo} age leconnnended to lum foi the 
East Indies and Cathay ” 

Fentons It appeals fiom these “Instructions,” which aie tventj-foui m numbei, that 
voyage to the diiect, and, indeed, the exclusive loute, intended foi this voj age to “the 
thocast ^ nt p es an( ^ Cathay,” was by the Cape of Good Hope The ninth Instruc- 

tion is as follows. “You shall use all diligence possible to depait liom South- 
ampton with youi sayd ships and vessels befoie the last of this piesent monetli 
of Apnll, and so goe on yoru course by Cape de Buena Esperawja, not passing 
by the Sti eight of Magellan eithei going oi letrumng, except upon gieat 
occasion incident that shall bee thought otliei wise good to you, by the advise 
and consent of your sayd assistants, oi forue of them at the least” The tenth 
Instruction, following out the same loute, says, “You shall not passe to the 
northeastwaid of the 40 degiee of latitude at the most, but shall take youi light 
course to the isles of the Mulucos, foi the better discovery of the noith-west pas- 
sage, if without limdeiance of your trade, and within the same degiee you can 
get any knowledge touching that passage, wlieieof you shall do wel to be inqui- 
sitive, as occasion in this soit may serve” 

It does not exactly appeal to what extent government had furnished the 
means of this voyage, but the language employed cleaily implies that the lords 
fcfthf 100 * counci1 possessed the entue contiol over it Thus, at the veiy outset, they 
voyage say (Insti actions 1, 2, 3) — 

“Fust, you shall euter as captaine geneiall into the elmge and government of these 
shippes, the Beate gallion, the Edward Bonaventure, the barke Fiancis, and the small fngate, 
or pmnesse Item, you shall appoint, foi the furnishing of the vessels, m the \\ hole to the 
numbei of 200 able peisons, accompting in that numbei the gentlemen and then men, the 
mimsteis, chnuigians, factois, &c, which sayd number is no way to be exceeded, vheieof as 
many as may be to be sea-men , and shall distribute them into eveiy vessels, as by advise lieie 
befoie youi going shall be thought meete Item, foi the moie aud bettei cncumspect execu- 
tion, and deteimmation m any waightie causes incident m this voyage, we wall that you shall 
take unto you foi assistants, Captaine Hawkins, Captaine Waid,” and six otliei persons 
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named with whom jou shill consult m 1 confcrre m ill causes matters 11 l ictious of ira \ d l s 
portancc uot provided for in the e Instructions touching this scrv ice now in 1 ind And m 
all such matters so handled argued and debated \ ce tluukc tli it convenj ent alwayes to be 
executed which you shall think mcctest with the assent also of any four of them the matter 
having lieue debated aud bo assented unto in the presence of your said assistants 
Ilie sixth Instruction proceeds in the same peremptory sty le — ■ 

Item jou shall not remooio C iptaino \V illiam Hawkins vour lieutenant Mastei cap 
tame Luke Ward your \ice-a Imiral orcaptamcof the Edward Bonaicnturc nor Captains 
Carlde from 1 is charge by land ' liom we will not to refuse any such service as si all bo 
appointed to him by the gencrdl an 1 the councill nor any captamc of other vessels from those 
charges but upon just causa duely prooved and 1 j consent of j our as- lstauts or of four of 
them at the least 

From the appointment of a military officer of course having soldiers under iwtnct 
him and m regard to whom it is added (Instruction 23) m all occasions nuitar? 
and enterprises that may fall out to bee upon the lnnde w ee w ill that Captaine 
Carlde shall lia\ e the gcncrall and chief charge thereof it mi 0 ht he supposed 
that the government bad undertaken the entire responsibility of the expedition 
Tins impression is strengthened by Instruction 24 which shows that chap 
lams had been appointed by public authority AV ith reference to them it is 
said — 

And to the enl God may biease this vcj ge with happie and prosperous successe jou 
Bhall 1 ave an especiall care to see that reverence and respect bee 1 ad to tl e ministers 
appo ntel to accompame you in this vojage as appertameth to their place and calling an l to 
see such good order as by them shall be set do vne for reformation of life and manners duelj 
obejed ai d perfourmed by causing the transgressours and contemners of the same to be 
s verely punished and the mmisters to icraove sometime from one vessell to another 

It is plain, liowev er from other Instructions tint the expedition partook n rtiy 
of the character of a mercantile adventure Tlius it is said (Instruction 8) — 

'Vou Bhall make a just and true en entone in every ship an 1 vessell appointed for tl is 
voyage of all the tackle munition and furniture belonging to them at their setting foortb 
hence and of all tl e provisions v 1 atsoever and one copie thereof under j our hand and 
under the ban Is of your vice oduiiralt aud lieutenant to l o delivered to the Earle of Leicester 
aud the other to the governour of the corapamc for them before your depart ue hence and 
tl e 1 he to be done at your returue home of all tlnugs then lemaimng in tl e saj 1 sl tps aud 
vessels tli a true certificate how and by what meanes any pai cell of tl e same shall 1 ave bene 
spent or lost 

The mercantile character is still more fully brought out both by mci 
dental mention of merchants and factors in vanous passages and particularly 
in the following Instructions in which eqiuty sound policy and worldly 
prudence are so happily combined that they seem not unworthy of being 
quoted entire — • 

1 Item ve do atra gl tly enjoin jou and consequently all the rest employed iu tl is 
voyage in anv wise and as you and they will answere the contrary at your comming 1 ome by 
the lawes of this realme that neither going tarrying abroad no returning you doe spojle or 
take anything from auy of the queen a majesties friends or allies or any Cl nstians vithout 
paying justly for the same nor that you use auy maner of violence or force against any 
such except in your owne defence if jou shall be set upon or otherwi e be forced foi your 
owne safe^ard to do it 
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AU 1582 “ n Item, wee w ill tint jou ileilc nllogctlici m tins vovagi 111 < good ami l»on< d mtr 

- chants, tialhckmg and exchanging vv.uc foi waie, with all tomU <n , to tin 11 itinm jou shall 
deale with, as well Etliniks as othcis, and foi tint uimi jon lilmll nwtinct til tWi that slnll 
ontmue(T' S g° e "ith J on, that wliensoev ci jou, 01 urn of %ou,nhall li ippi n to « mm in xnv jd n * to ton 
fei cnee with the people of those pails, tint m all join doing i and tlmii, jou and lliij >» 
beliatc j ourselves tow nub the sajd people ns mnv ritln r piottiie tliui fu» mblnp and good 
liking tow aid j on b% eomtesie tb in to tin ne tin m to olh m c m nmltl mg , and t q>< ei illv jou 
slnll have gieit taie of the peiformanee of join woid and ptomne to them 

“11 Item, wee will, that bj the advise of join imist mts, m pin- i vhn< jou and tin j 
shall tlimke most fit, jou settl, if wm cm, a 1 >» ginning of a fmtln 1 trnh to b< h id In n ift* r 
vnd fiom such places doe hung ovei with jou some ft we rm n and wouu u if von m tj , and do 
also leave some one m two, oi men e, .is to j on and join assistants slid! ■ < tin totivi nu nt, of 
om nation v\ ith them foi pledges, md to ltun the tongue anti of tin lounttij , hiving 

diligent caie, that, in deliv cling and t thing of host ige*, von dih.u not p* r on ig. t of man 
value then j on leceiv e, but ratlin deliv t r meant per oim under colour of m» u of % dm , a i the 
infidels do foi the most put use lhovided tint jmi«tiv not long' i to uni t (ontunnnec oi 
fuithei trade, then shall he expedient foi good exchange of tin w m i j»r« » nth emu 1 with 
jou 

“ 15 Item, j on shall lmv e cai e, and giv e gi m r ill w itrnmg, th it no p. r on, of w h it r dhng 
soevei hee be, shall take up 01 kcepe to himself 01 his pru ite u , mj *t«m* , |>* uh.gohh, 
silvei, 01 other mattei of commoditie to he had 01 found in pi uts v In ri von di ill < nine , but 
he, the said person, so se ised of such stone, pc u h , goldt, nh i r, or otlu 1 m itt* 1 of < wimimhtu , 
shall with all speede, 01 so soone as he can, detect the sum, and unit dthwiu theitof to 
yom selfe, 01 jour v ice- ulimrall, oi lieutenant, and the factoi appointed foi thn vov igc, upon 
panic of forfeitme of all the lecompense he is to have for his nmu in this vojngi bv sbare 
oi otlieiwise, and fuithei, to icceivc sueb punishment es to %ou md join .is i.tiut , oi the 
moie put of them, shall scenic good, and otherwise to he punished lme at his n turns, if 
accoiding to the qualitie of Ins otlence it shall be thought needful 

“10 Item, if the captames, merchants, oi am other, shall have am nppiull, jivib, 
cliamca, ainiom, oi anj otliei thing whatsoevci, which mav be* desiied in eounttev s v heix 
they shall tiatfique, that it shall not be lawful foi tliun, oi utiv of them, to trithquc <u s«dl 
auy thing thereof foi then pin ate acconipl, but the s line sli ill bcpuml hj the most put 
of those that shall be m commission m the places where tlie s une maj be so lcquued, lated 
at such value as it may bee icasonablj vvoitli in Engl ind , and then sohle to the piofite of the 
whole voyage, and togoe as in adventiuc for those to whom it doctli nppeitaine” 
interest This voyage, as the first m which a diiect attempt was made by am lJmo- 

ittaclimg to J ° 1 * 

the voyage pean power to bieak up the Poituguese monopoly of navigation by the Cape of 
Good Hope, natui ally excites a deep intei est, and hence even the msti notions 
to its commandei, from the insight they give into the motives with which the 
voyage was undertaken, deseive all the space which has above been allotted to 
them The voyage itself ought, of couise, to have been still moie intei estmg, 
but unfoitunately tlie account of it written by Luke Ward, the vice-admiral, 
is meagie in the extreme, and does little moie than establish the fact that it 
pioved a complete failuie The good sense appaient m chawing up the mstiuc- 
tions does not appeal to have been employed m making tlie appointments, and 
tlie expedition had not pioceeded fai on its way when Fenton, who com- 
manded it, appeals to have betiayed, if not incompetency, at least indecision 
The foui vessels, consisting of the Beare, winch changed its name to the Leices- 
ter, the Eclivarcl Bonaventm e, the Francis, and tlie Elizabeth, sailed on the 1st of 
May, but spent a whole month befoie they finally quitted the English coast, and 
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launched out to sea. In the beginning of August, they reached the coast of id 15s 
Guinea and then the commander instead of deciding on his own responsibility 
as to the propriety of takin 0 m water deemed it necessary to summon a formal couwo t 
meeting of lus assistants, or council and submit tw o points for decision — first 
whether they ought to water at all and secondly assuming this was resolved 
upon at wlnt place? These points, it seems occasioned long debates and 
while all unanimously approved of watering only a majority agreed in tl uni mg 
that it ought to be at Sierra Leone, lliey accordingly proceeded for this 
locality hut lnd gone bo far out of their reckoning that they were several days 
in finding it and the council was ngain summoned to decide after long debate 
in what direction they ought to steer 

After leaving Sierra Leone they appear to have acted as if they had thrown r i «■» 
their instructions overboard for they are afterwards found fur south on the *r«it 
coast of Brazil not considering m terms of their instructions how they might 
best double the Cape of Good Hope but debating on tlic expediency or inexpe 
diency of passing the Straits of Magalhaens, though this w as the direction which 
they lnd been expressly forbidden to take. It seems, however tint they would 
have taken it had they not feared an encounter with the Spaniards. On this 
ground alone they abandoned the idea of prosecuting their voyage and had 
determined to retrace their steps when the vessels were obliged to part com 
pany The Bonnicntuic w is the only one winch reached England and this it 
did by sailing northwards to St Vincent and then across the Atlantic. The 
blundering manner in winch the expedition had been conducted may perhaps 
explain the silence which has been kept respecting it and yet it undoubtedly 
entitles England to claim the high honour of liavan^ been the first European 
state which entered into competition with the Portuguese on their peculiar line 
of traffic and sent a regular expedition for the purpose of trading w ith the I ast 
by the way of the Cape of Good Hope The failure of the expedition was not 
owing to its projectors and however much it is to be lamented cannot dero 0 xte 
from their merit m having both devised the expedition and liberally furnished 
it with ev ery thing deemed necessary to insure its success 

Nine veirs passed awav before any expedition intended to reach the East bv * i*^ 
the Cape quitted the shores of En 0 land Tins apparent supineness however must yage 
be imputed not to indifference to the object or despair of being able to accom 
plish it but to political causes. Philip II of Spain was engaged in fitting out lus 
boasted Armada and Quf en Elizabeth in her heroic efforts to defeat him could 
not spare a single seaman but no sooner was the battle of national independence 
fought and won than the determination to establish a trade in the F ist w as 
resumed Accordin 0 ly m October 1589 the very year after the invincible Armada 
was discomfited, a body of English merchants presented a memorial to the loids 
in council in which after a rapid survey of the Portuguese settlements in the 
East for the purpose of showing that in the countries bordering on the Indian 
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and China seas, tlieie wei e many ports m winch a trade m Enghsh mannfactmes 
and Eastern produce might he advantageously established, they piayed foi 
permission to fit out three ships and thiee pinnaces to be employed m tins tiade, 
with the queen’s license and protection, and subject to no otliei condition than 
the payment of the usual customs on then leturn 

Befoie presenting this petition, the memorialists had felt so confident of 
success that they had actually obtained, 01 at least bargained foi, possession 
of the vessels which they meant to employ these aie hence mentioned m the 
memonal by then names as the Royal Merchant, the Susan, and the Edwa'i d 
Bonaventure These names aie of some consequence, as, m the absence of any 
dnect mfoimation as to the answei given to the memonal by the loids of 
council, we aie enabled to mfei that it was favourable from the fact that, 
m Apul, 1591, less than eighteen months fiom the date of the application, 
thiee ships, of which two were the same as those named, sailed on this veiy 
voyage 

As m the foimei ease the accounts aie veiy imperfect, and do little more 
than piove that a second failure, though not so complete as befoie, was expen- 
enced The leading ship, the Penelope, was commanded by Geoige Raymond, 
the Royal Merchant by Abiaham Kendal, and the Edwa'i d Bonaventw) e by 
James Lancastei They sailed fiom Plymouth on the lOtli of April, leached the 
Canaries by the 25tli, were off Cape Blanco on the 2d of May, passed the tiopic 
of Cancel on the 5th, and continued with a fan wind at north-east till the 
13tli, when they weie within 8° of the equatoi Heie they encounteied a gale 
which obliged them to he off and on m the sea till the 6tli of June, when they 
passed the fine They had previously captuied a Portuguese caiavel, bound 
fiom Lisbon to Biazil, and loaded chiefly with wine, oil, olives, and chveis 
necessanes These last aie said to have proved bettei to them than gold, as 
many of the ciew had previously fallen sick 

An E S E wind pi evailmg, earned them far west tdl within 100 leagues of the 
coast of Brazil They had reached 26° south latitude, when the wind, veeung 
lound to the north, enabled them to steer foi the Cape of Good Hope, winch the}'- 
saw foi the fiist time on the 28tli of July Being pi evented by conti ary winds 
fiom doubling it, they cast anchoi on the 1st of August m Saldanha Bay Heie, 
as the numbei of hands had been reduced by death, and many, fiom having been 
attacked with scurvy, had become inefficient, it was deemed expedient to send 
back the Royal Mm chant with the sick and continue the voyage ouly with the 
Penelope and the Edwa'i d On leaching Cape Comentes, on the east coast of 
Africa, neai the tropic of Capricorn, a Inmicane aiose, duung winch the vessels 
parted company The Penelope was never aftei wauls heard of, but Lancaster, 
who continues the account, peiseveied in the voyage Aftei coasting northward, 
and losing a large pait of Ins crew by an attack of the Moois, who came sud- 
denly upon them while piocunng water, they sailed dneetly for Cape Comorin, 
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where tliej meant to cruise with a view to intercept and capture the richly ad iso- 
laden vessels from the Indian peninsula Ceylon Malacca the Moluccas and 
Japan, 1 he south west 
monsoon having set in “* 

the} found great difh 

culty in doubling the .. f ^ 

Cape but at length sue ’ — " w ~ ” — 

ceeded m Maj 1 / * ** *’*''• 

Six days after theyar fjT - ~xj ^ 

med at the Nicobar ^ 

Islands and then after ^ ... i_ — Or-rt^CS 5 *''’ 

plyin 0 off and on the _ — 

coast of Sumatra pro ^ jsstaPSL^T v-_ 
ceeded to the coast of ~ * 
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Malacca where the} dc 

termmed to pass what Lancaster calls the winter meaning thercb} the run} 
season. The} were now reduced to tlurt} three persons in all but towards 
the end of August having espied three vessels cicli of about sc\ ent} tons they nwatory 
were bold enough to attack and capture the whole of them Two of them the} ,>roc<H>iin8 " 
released because the} w ere the propert} of merchants m Pegu but the third 
which the} understood to belong to certain Portuguese Jesuits and a biscuit- 
baker of the same nation was considered lawful prize Its cargo of pepper 
was transferred to the Ediiaid 

The} next sailed for the Struts of Malacca still bent on pm atccring and 
made two important captures, the one a Portuguese ship of 2o0 tons Uden with 
rice from Negapatam to Malacca and the othei a Malacca ship of 700 tons 
that came from Goo. The latter earned fifteen brass cannon and had on hoard 
300 men women and children but made seal cel} an} defence against Lancas 
ter s mere handful She was laden chiefly with wine and European goods 
but had no treasure and thus provm 0 not so rich a prize as w os anticipated 
was sent adult after the choicest goods had been taken out The alirm of theu 
presence bein a now spread the} deemed it dangerous to remain longer m this 
locality and returned to the Nicobar Islands 


On the 21st of November the} departed for the island of Ce}lon and \ y g 
anchoring at the Point de Galle w aitcd m the hope of intercepting the Portu 
guese fleets from Ben 0 al Pegu and Tena&senm Owing doubtless to the 
irregular and predatory life which the crew had for some time been leading a 
mutinous spirit be Q an to appear and advantage was taken of Lancasters siel 
ness to announce their determination that they would stay no longer but take 
their direct course for England There was no means of prev enting them from 
doing as tlie\ pleased and the vessel having weighed anchor set sail home 
wards returning as it had come b} the Cape of Good Hope Heie the weathei 
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was so stoimy that foiu weeks weie spent m doubling the Cape In Apnl the 3 
amved at St Helena On leaving it they w ei e earned westward to the coast 
of Biazil, and kept wandenng for a time undei gieat haidslnps, first in the Gulf 
of Pana, and aftenvaid among the West India Islands The ciew, having 
thrown off all subordination, did as they pleased At l.ist, on the loth of 
Novembei, 1593, while the captain and sixteen oi the crew weie ashoie search- 
ing foi piovisions, the caipentei cut the ship’s cable, and <dre dnftcd aw ay with 
only five men and a boy 111 hei Lancastei and Ins people separated into paities, 
as the only means of obtaining even a scanty sustenance Ultimately, he and 
six others got off 111 a Fiench vessel, winch took them to St Domingo Heie, 
leaving the rest to follow, he embarked with Ins lieutenant m anothci Fiencli 
vessel foi Dieppe Having leached it 111 safety, he ciossed o\er to Rye, wheie 
he landed, 24th May, 1594 He had been absent tlnec years and six weeks 
The Dutch, though they did not attempt the pas-, ige by the Cape of Good 
Hope so eaily as the English, appeal to ha\c been moie caieful in pieparmg 
foi it, and w r eie accoidmgly lewarded with moie abund mt success Then 
fust voyage, undei taken by a number of mei chants, who hud assumed the 
name of the Company foi Distant Countiies, sailed from the Texel on the 2 d 
of Apnl, 1595 The expedition consisted of foui vessels — the Maui lie, of 400 
tons, carrying twenty cannon and eighty -foui men, the Holland, nearly of 
the same size and stiengtli as the Maui icc, the Amtfei dam, of about 200 tons, 
can ymg sixteen cannon and fifty-nine men, and a pinnace, of about 30 tons, 
canymg eight cannon and twenty men The command of the vessels was given 
to captains of high naval leputation, but the geneial commeiciul supenntendence 
was inti usted to Cornelius Houtmann, at whose suggestion, and on whose inhu- 
mation, the voyage is said to have been undei taken He had spent some tune 
m Lisbon acquainting himself with the natuie of the Portuguese tialhc to the 
East, and, in the coiuse of his inquiries, had inclined the suspicion of the 
Portuguese government, who imposed a heavy fine upon him, and imprisoned 
lnm till it should be paid He had no means of doing so , but, having managed 
to communicate with some mei chants of Amsteidam, induced them to pay r the 
fine and obtain his lelease, m consideiation of the valuable information which 
he would be able to communicate 

On the 19th of Apnl, the foui vessels leached the Cananes, and on the 14th 
of June they ciossed the line They had previously fallen 111 -with seveial 
Portuguese vessels, which they might have taken as lavdul pnzes, but, with 
a modeiation in which much good policy v r as combined, they met and paited 
like friends They now began to long anxiously foi land, as the crews weie 
suffering much by scuivy, and reached it on the 4tli of August They had 
passed the Cape of Good Hope without seemg it, and had anchoied m a bay 
called the Aguada de San Bias, situated about forty-five leagues beyond it 
Affcei some intei couise wntli the natives, they continued then voyage on the 
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lltli of August but were a e xm obliged by tlio ravages of scurvy to seek ad i u 
refreshments on the coa*>t of Madagascar They lnd some difficulty in obtain 
lDj, them and, in the meantime were so reduced by sickness, tint they could u^tm 
scarcely muster twenty men fit for service while they lnd actually lost seventy m 
H aving somewhat recovered by means of the fruit and fresh provisions winch 
they obtained ashore they again set sail on the 14th of December and after 
various adventures not possessed of much interest, directed their course towards 
the southern islands of the llnldivc 
group They were thus carried be 
y ond the Indian peninsula and first 
saw land on the 1st of June lo9G 
They were ofT the coast of Sumatra. 

Continuing southwards they armed 
on the lltli at the entrance of the 
Struts of Sunda, and procecdm 0 
through them much impeded by con 
trarv winds and currents arrived at 
Bantam on tlie north w est extremity c- -T 
of Java. 

On their arm al they were visited 
by six Portuguese with their slaves 
who assumed the character of depu 
ties sent by the governor and people of Bmtam to ascertain the object of their Am i t 
visit The previous navigators from England particularly Cavendish and 1 ‘ 
Lancaster lnd spread great alarm but the Dutch endeavoured to dissipate n]J 
fear by declaring that commerce was their only object Under tins impression 
a friendly intercourse commenced and a full cargo of pepper at a very 
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moderate rate might easily 
liav e been obtained but 
Houtmnnn determined to 
do c\ erytlnng at the cheap 
est was induced to wait for 
the new crop which was 
represented to lnm as so very 
abundant that it would be 
obtained at almost nominal 
prices This injudicious 
delay gave the Portuguese 
time to prepare a senes of 
intngues by means of which 


the good understanding with the natives was on the point of being broken up 
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Ultimately, howevei, a ticaty, offensive and defensne, was burned with the 
natives, tliough sufficient evidence was gi\en, that wlmtcvn friendship the 
Poituguese might pietend, nothing hut enmity m c\m foirn, send 01 open, 
was to he expected fiom them The immediate consequence of the tienti v. n s 
the estahhshment of a Dutch f.ietoi \ at Bantam 

Houtmann, still continuing to wait foi the anticipated i eduction m the price 
of peppei, began to dispose of Ins meich.uidise, to he pud foi in popper, at the 
pi ice which it should heai when the new ciop should hi deliveied On thoe 
teims he found icady pmch.isei-. m the go\einoi and soiornl of the otliu ofhunls 
of the town Meanwhile, the Poituguese continued Hun infngue> and v 01 y 
plausibly maintained, that the ni.ition.il course winch Houtmann was pursuing, 
could only he accounted foi h} assuming that cotnmuce was mil} a pute\t and 
that his leal object was to make himself thoioughl} acquainted with the loca- 
lity, wnth the \iew r of afteiwaids letmnmg and taking toieiblc powNsion of it 
The effect of these insinuations soon became appaicnt A pilot who had all 
along manifested gieat fi lendslnp foi the Dutch, was bailmoush assassinated, 
and the peppei due on the pin chases which had been made was not dclneied 
The Dutch, aitei utteung i.tin complaints, had lecnmso to menaces Those 
were not lost upon the inhabitants, who immediatelv took ill possible piecau- 
tions All the Java vessels in the hniboui cut then cables and inn a slime 
At the same time, the Dutch weie stailled In the .tl.uining intelligence that 
a huge fleet, destined to act against them was being picpucd in a neighl Join- 
ing liaihoui 

Houtmann, though thus put upon Ins guaul, had the lashness to go nshoie 
with only seven attendants, and pay a visit to the goiemoi The lesult which 
might have been foieseen immediately followed , and the whole paity, as soon 
as they entered the palace, weie anested The Dutch immediately attempted 
lepnsals, by seizing the goveinoi’s mteipietei and a numbei of Ins slaves 
Houtmann’s position was now piecauous m the evtieme, and he only s,v\ ed 
himself fiom the death with winch he was tlneatened, by sending a lettoi to 
the fleet, ordenng the mteipietei to be deliveied up Five of Ins companions 
were accoidmgly leleased, and an appeaiance of tiade was lesumed, tbougli lie 
himself still iemain.ee! in captivity 

It was impossible that matteis could long lemam m this position, and 
it was therefore formally resolved, at a council held on boaicl the Main ice, to 
intimate to the govemoi, that if the captain, Houtmann, and all Ins people, with 
eveiytlnng belonging to them, weie not deliveied on the following day, the 
utmost force winch they possessed would foitliwitli be employed to obtain 
leclress No answei having been returned by mid-day, the forn vessels diew 
near the town, and anclioiecl m tlnee fathoms On the first new r s of tins 
proceeding, the governor, m a lage, oideied the anest of every Dutchman in 
the factory They weie all earned off, Houtmann along with them, to the place 
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of public execution and nothin" but cxcrucmting deaths were lookul for when at> i 
the go\ cm or who Imd begun to calculate the consequences. recoiled from them 
and proposed ncgoli ition 
It was so spun out that 
the Dutch once more lost 
patience and commenced 
hostilities, in which their 
supcnoritv soon liecatne so 
apparent that the governor 
saw the necessity of } iel 1 
ing Mam delay s w ux still 
interposed hut ultiinatch 
an arrangement was come 
to bj which the Dutch 
agreed to paj a consult rable sum of mono} for the d linage thev had caused 
and Iloutmann and his companions ngained tluir freedom 

Friendship seemed about to 1c re-established when a Portuguese dtputy 11 ^ t 
arrived from Malacca with a large present to the governor and the pramisc S' 

of one still more valuable provided he would shut the port n 0 amst all commerce 
with the Dutch The bnhe was too tempt in^ to l>c resisted and an order was 
issued hj the governor which left no donht ns t » his hostile mtt ntions. ITout 
mann convinced that negotiation was now us* has hastened t ) ruiiove with all 
his people and their effects. Immcdiattty after it was decided by n council 
held on board tlio Vmtrice to give full scope to their n scntnient an l ttke a 
signal revenge Second thoujits proved letter ami reflecting that nothing 
could 1c gamed and much mi n ht lie lost by the mdiscnminato cama„ which 
the} had contemplated the} weighed anchor and proceeded eastward along the 
coast of Java. After a fearful encounter with the natives in whieli lnanv 
lives were lost on both sides and all hopes of e tibhshmg n fnendl} intercourse 
were destroyed the vessels quitted the north west coast and sailed noith to 
the isle of Lubok which the} rcichcd on tlio Oth of December J In 3 now 
changed their course to west but on the 2>th after the} bad beaten about 
obstructed by contrar} winds and currents the} were astonished to find them 
selves still within si 0 ht of the island. Here as the} had onl} ninety four men 
remaining many of them unfit for service it was resolved to abandon the 
Amsterdam winch had become so leak} that she could with didtculty be 
kept afloat 

On the 12tliof Jammy 1^97 anchor was n 0 un weighed and the vessels Rt mjr 
proceeded for the eastern extremity of Jav \ On the 18th the} came in sight xpe<iit 
of an active volcano and a few da} s after entered the strait which separates 
Java from Bali After some friendly intercourse with the inhabitants of the 
latter island they turned their fire homewards on the 26th of February and 
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began to steei foi tlie Cape of Good Hope Then "vessels, .is ahead) mentioned, 
had been leduced to tlnee, and of the 210 men who had (putted IIoll md, onlv 
eighty-nine now suivivcd Besides these, howe\ei, they had with them two 
negioes taken up on the coast of Madagascar a Chinese, two M.d.ibai a uafiic 
of Java, and a pilot, who was said to be ongm.ill) fiom Gtpeiat and had 
voluntecied to make the voyage to Em ope Sailing b\ the south of lava 
the coast of Natal was icaehed on the 21th ol Apnl, St Helen i on tin 2 >th 
of May, the island of Ascension on the 2d of June, the A/ou-* on flu 1 2th of 
July, the English Channel on thr *>th, and the poit of Amsteidain on the 1 1th 
of August 

Though the lcsults of TIoutmauns \o\age wi le b\ no means bulhant, In-, 
amval was hailed with loud acclamation-^ He had sue (t. —.full) pufoini'd a 
voyage m which the English had twice filled, and unde it plain that, with due 
cncumspection, a ducct and lueiative ti.idc with the Eist, b) the wav of the 
Cape of Good Hope, might easily be estibbshed Tin Pol tugiuse would 
doubtless tlnow eveiy possible obstacle m the wa) , but then povet of mis- 
chief was gicatly abndged by the lov* of then independence, and moie w.h to 
be hoped fiom the victoue-. which might he gained ov<i them, than feaied fiom 
the mpu ics which they might be able to inflict The native powers, too, bad 
evidently no love foi the Portuguese, of vvho-e tyranii) and bigotrj the) bid 
too good leason to complain, and weie disposed to form fuendl) connections 
with any foi eignei s by whom the Poitnguese supiemac) might be undermined 
or finally over tin own. Even the letmns by Houtmann’s voyage, though ob 
tamed undei the most unfavomable cncumstanccs, lie.uly coveied the expense', 
and there was theiefoie every icason to hope, that in piopoition as the navi- 
gation and the natuie of the tiade came to be bettci understood, great piofits 
would be regulaily i calmed 

Influenced by these and similar considerations, Houtmann’s letmn was no 
sooner announced than all the piincipal ports of Holland weie eagei to shaie in 
the new Indian tiaffic, and vanous companies, having that object m view’, weie 
formed As befoie, the Company for Distant Countiies, which had sent out 
Houtmann, took the lead, and made all haste to fit out foui ships Othei foul 
were fitted out by a uval company The leading mei chants m both, afiaid of 
the injiuy which they might inflict on each othei, by appealing in the Indian 
market as competitois, pioposed and effected an amalgamation The eight 
vessels thus fitted out at the expense of pnvate individuals, but piovided with 
cannon by the government, sailed in 1 598 Foui of them made a voyage 
remarkable foi its rapidity at that eaily peuod, and m the couise of fifteen 
months leturned from Bantam with a valuable cargo of pepper, the othei foui 
occupied moie time, but appeal to have tinned it to good account, and aftei 


visiting Amboyna, Banda, and Ternate, came home laden with ncli spices, 
which yielded an immense profit During anotliei voyage, fitted out by Midclel- 
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burg merchants also m lo9S Houtmann who hid bten intrusted with the com nno 
maud was again unfortunate and lost Ins life by an act of gioss treachery on 
the part of the King of Acheen in the island of Sumatra. 

The Dutch East India trade might now be tonsideiul as fairly established ' 

It had originated in pm ate enterprise and had the times been peaceful mi 0 lit &nd 
ha\ e been successfully carried on by the same means but the Spaniards and Por 
tu^uese having left no doubt of their determination to chn 0 to their monopoly 
at all hizards it became necessary for the Dutch to prov ide themselves with 
the means of repelling force by force. At first the States general contented 
themseh es with granting the necessary authority fortius purpose but it soon 
appeared that separate companies pursuing different and it might be also 
adverse interests could not well co operate in repelling a common foe. In these 
cucumstances two courses lay open to the government It might adhere to 
the system generally followed in Europe and, while permitting mdn iduals or 
associations full freedom of trade in « very region of the East provide for their 
protection a 0 ainst foreign enemies by stationing ships of warm every quarter 
where danger was apprehended or it mi 0 ht by uniting all pnv ate associations 
into one great and exclusive company enable it to acquire sufficient strength 
not only to maintain its ground against all who im e ht assail it but even to 
become in its turn the aggressor and make new conquests The latter was the 
plan adopted and on the 20th of March 1C02 a general charter was granted r™t i rt 
incorporating the different companies into one great association and conferring rwt i o 
upon it the exclusive privilege of trade to the East The plan whatever he its c 1111 y 
merits or dements was not onginal for the model had been furnished fifteen 
months before in a charter granted with a similar object by the crown of Lug 
land To tins charter and the preparatory measures taken to procure it we 
must now turn. 

If those who took the lead in the expeditions of lenton mid Lancaster had 
been deterred by their fadure from persevenng in the attempt to establish a 
direct trade with India they must have been ashamed of their pusillanimity 
when they became acquainted with the success of the Dutch and at all events 
must have felt the necessity of immediately be^tirrm^ themselves if they were 
not prepared to allow a rival nation to forestall them in what was then univer 
sally though not very accurately regarded as the most lucrative market in the 
world The proceeding thus on 0 mated must he leserved for the next chapter 
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^gjfN Septembei, 1399, doubtless aftci man} pulmmui} conic itn< 1 % an 
association of meicliant ad\ entuici ■> w as fount d m London foi the 
put pose of piosecutmg a loynge to tin* E isl Indie* At hrrt, though 
a pennanent company was cMclenth contemplated, onl} a single 
voyage ivas pioposed Accra chngly , then conti act ‘•nnpl} purports 
to be “The names of suchc poisons as ha\e w niton with the it ownt hawks to 
ventei in the pietendcd \oiage to the East-c Indus (the w lathe it limit please 
the Loide to piospei) and the somes that they will nchentuic, the \\i| Sop- 
tembei, 1 399 ” The aggiegite sum amounted to (.90,1 . 99, hs fv/ , and lepif 
sented 101 adventuies oi sliaies, vat} mg m amount horn £100 to £9000 

At the fiist geneial meeting held two du}s altei the dak oi the contract, it 
was losolved to petition the queen foi hei loyal asnent to i pioject ‘intended 
foi the honour of then native counti} and the ad\ancement ot tiade and mei- 
cliandize within the lealm of England, and to set ioith a \o}age to the East 
Indies and othei islands and countiics theie ihouts ” On the follow mg di\, 
when the fifteen committee men, oi dnectors, to whom the management had 
been intrusted, held then fust meeting, the petition was lead and appioicd 
Aftei stating that “diveis merchants, induced by the successe of the Mage 
peifoimed by the Duclic nacion, and being mfoimed that the Dutehemen 
piepaie foi a new viage, and to that encle have bought clners ships lieie, in 
Englancle, wei e stuied with noe lesse affeccion to ack amice the tiade of then 
native countue, than the Duche meichamits weie to benefite theue common- 
wealthe, and upon that affeccion have lesolved to make a viage to the East 
Indias,” they piay to be mcoipoiated nito a compan}', “ioi that the tiade of the 
Indies being so remote could not be tiaded on but on a jomte and united stocke ” 
They also prayed to be peimitted to export foieign com, oi, m the event of a 
deficiency, to have bullion coined foi them at the queen’s mint , and, lastly, to 
be exempted foi seveial yeais, as the Dutch nieicliants weie, fioni payment of 
export oi import duties 


On the 16th of October, the queen having signified hei appiobation of the 
voyage, the committee weie exerting themselves to obtain permission foi the 
vessels to pioceed on then voyage without fuithei delay, when an msui mount- 
able obstacle aiose fiom an unexpected quaitei Spam had sutfeiecl so much 
dui mg hei late wans that she began to feel the necessity of peace Philip II, 
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too whose, lugotrj nn 1 ombilion vr» n the gnnl olntnc) *s t > it Ind horn cull'd An 
to lus account and tiigotntmns were cxinmcnccd tun! r circum toners w Inch 
promised a fwouril 1c result W» rt nn\thm„ wnntin„ t > \ mu tlmt 1 n Joint 
vros smart, m tlic mat Ur it mijit K fmiut m tlic ntro»n<li Http 'Ouch 
government took m regard to tlic |roj*cUd sovngi to In lrt Its npprolro 
tion lnd ban finnolU declin'd nnd jet rnihr tin nnjn*st n tint tin « 

\ oyojje might give iunln„c to Spin tint nppmheili m won «*|n-d\ with 
drown. Tlic committee of nUintiian f inn, Million nit prr nt I n It 
nnd elilmritc me mono! m winch tin} tnlcivntm 1 to show 1 \ n rm fid 
ment of nil the localities in which tin Spammls a nl 1 with nti\ *h iw » f rvt n 
cliun nn txclui'e njit of trol tint th jnjt -t< 1 \i*\og* w mid Is » on 
ducted ft* not to mUrf n in th 1 ost with tin progn of th j* ndtn„ iiegt In 
tions hut the lords of council atvnuns! thot it was mm Wmfiiooll f r th* 
guurdl tote of math indi? t » * nb rtnvn* n]*ac» tlun tint the icwm idiioll 
Ik luudrcsl h\ the tondin n with th Spnisch* minim mines, f r tin ino>n 
tnyinng of this trol to f jrrgrn. tin oj*ortun Is <f th< enticln !in„ < f th |*ice 
To tins answer no efT'ctunl rcj*!\ cotil l lie moil nn 1 the n hi ntun rs, f« ann„ 
lest, after the j were lrowoi into ft ohor^ the) *hu1d K required t * desist tin tr 
Moge dnl proceeds noc further in the motter fir this jm 1 ut «lul «nt«r into 
the preparocion of n \ngc tin n <t \* n following! 

Tlic mcinoml almi nfemsl t> fttnu hin^ nn exalhnt *oimmir\ <f tin »t*wti t r 
grounds on which the nhtiilurvrs tlumMftiil ultimnt*l) * l tuned prrtiiKsion u 
to e-tohhsli nn East Indmii tm 1* possesses, uni pcmhnl of its tntenM. as nn £0?,} ' 7 
histonril document intnn ic merits which ju tify n \m hi# ml «ju >toti<>n It 
is entitled Ccrtiym* Ih isons wh) the I n 0 h !i Merrhonts nn\ tnnl into the 
host Indies cspccmlU to such nch hingd* ms nnd d minions as nre m t ku! 
jectc to the hin rt of Spastic nnl l'< rtngol together with tin tnn hunts of the 
Portiignls compiest nnl jurisdiction in thov. Oriental prts nnl j rocee Is «s 
f >llow s — 

Whom. n e l t liononlt upon n toil* of |>enco l*l\»ccue lie crownes f 1 1 j,lsn 1 
anti Kpaync tike to cu ot tl at is not 0 t>e loubted \ ut tl at ris alt* j Won will! s taV* n 
n«-»ynftt tl e Intel It 1 \oyi,^ if hop inajr*tK h imhjcct* Into tl Io*t In It *, ty tl (Sj t f 
lluei a f'i>omn^\ tl orcforc ll c n h ntiinn* in ll e it j ! Intou led i jn"i tn *t J uml ly rue 
nt jo ir honor* In I* t take j rf *cto knowledge of tl one few con i lerati in nn 1 n nttui 

Hint th y 1 iro list It noil j lease jour honor* to nrg tic commissioncm <f tl 
Spam 1 c |K“tco to j ut lowne un ler their l hi lis the name* of nil mteh islan 1 ciUen to n *« 

1 laces castcls ni 1 f rtressew ns th j nn. nctuallj nt tl w j resent j>o* -ss l of from tl e raj 1 
Cape of Buena Sptran^a, nlon" the cost of Vfriea on tl i Co t of \ral ia In tl t I ut In 1 e 
tl c Rfalucos nn I otl er Oriental p Hint the world \vl icli If thej maj hoo Irauno tmlj nn 1 
faytl fully to put tlowne no tl at wee cannot lie nl li manifestly to j ro\ e t! o contmrie th : 
uil wee ho content in noo wort tn lit irlw nor mol st them wl crm>c\er the! nre air ah 
comman lera nnd in act nl nutli ntio 

Seconlly if they nil not lj nny n atien lice lrawnc to tl is them cH s then ice f r 
your lordsluppcs perfect instructi n in this Ulalfe wjl tnho tliopajn to do It for them 
Tl it may please jour honors tier fore to nnleretanl that the e hoc nltl c i lanls cities 
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AD 15m lownes, places, castles and foitiow*, whereof the} lie, at tins piO'dit, w tnal comin.unidcRi, 
he) ond the Cape of Buena Spei an?a, castw a d ” 

Aftei a list of Spanish ami Poitugucse possessions, an migul nmnding to 
then positions “On the Coste of Afnui,’ “Tn the Mouth of the Peisian Colfe,” 
and “Fiom the Persian Golfe along the Coste of India, xoufhu.ml, ‘ the me mot ml 
pioceeds — 

Memorial— “ Tim ( 11 ) , All the places which ate undei then gmcmemnif and emmn nind hi mg Huh 

eon'tliml exactly and tiuely put (low no, and nee hung aide tn ixomh it tn h. eo, In m tin < udi at and 
invincible pioofes, ind some o) c-w iIiuh'-cm, if need h ( pure tint tin i> n in nn« th Ih it all tin 
lest nch kingdoms and islands of the East, wlnrh an in iiumlm a < 1 x man, at out of tin ir 
powci and juiisdietion, and fiee for any olhet pi an is 01 people of tin* urn Id to irpijrt unto, 
xvli 0111 e the soxeiaigne loids vnd go\ ei nors of tho-n tr liitnin i wil lice willing t > idnatti into 
then doniimons — a clucfe pule wheicof no these here < nsumgi n Hire follm < u it tlogiie 
undci the title of “The n uncs of the rlncfc Know no i land i nnd 1 in"dom i In \nnd tin Cipr of 
Bnena Spcian^a, wholy out of the dominion of the Poilugills aid Spunird 1 , in tin ink, 
south-east, and noith-east puts of the woild " 

c-itiioguo of As this catalogue furnishes, in the \oiy tonns employ < d, i \i\id idea of the 

chief known *111 * T - - 

irIhuIs m biilliant lesults anticipated fiom the cMaLIisliment of on hist India trine, it 
uioi,a«t js ] 1C1C subjoined veihatnn — 

“The Isle of Madagasca, 01 San I/iunso, upon tin hu< 1 ( mh of Afuey— The 1 ingdonis of 
On\ i, Bcngala, and Amcnn, on the Gulfe of Bengdi — 'I In mli aid murhtie 1 mgdonit of 
Pegu — The hingdome of Jumjdion — The hingdomo of Sum — Tin 1 ingdoino of Cnnhoia — 
The kingdome of Canchinchina — The most might) md wdtln empire of Chin i — r Jln mh aid 
goulden island of Sumatra— The whole isI aids of .T.ua M ijm, I a i Mnioi, and R ily — 'Hie 
laigeandiich islands of Romeo, Cdehcs, Gilolo, aid Os Piptns — The long ti wle of Nova 
Guinea and the Isle 3 of Solomon — The lich arid uuninicr ihh ml aids of Mdmos md the 
Spicene, except the t\\ o small isles of Tidore and Amlioy no, whom the PoitugiK luxe only 
tuosmalfoits — The laige islands of Mmduias md Calamines — The gnuldm H mds of the 
gieate and smal Lequeos — The manifold and populos s)l\ci isI aids of the .T ijiones — 1 lie 
country of Coiay newly discoxeicd to the noilh-c ist ” 

Immediately aftei this catalogue, the memonal leiteiates the statement 
that “in all these, and infinite places moie, abounding v ith greate welthe and 
i iches, the Portugales and Spaniards have not any castle, foite hlodcehouse, 
oi commaundement,” and appeals m pi oof of it to numcious authonties, con- 
sisting of “Portugalle autliois punted and wutten,” “Spanish authors punted 
in Spayne,” “Italiens,” “Englishmen,” and “Hollandeis” The last two, -which 
alone now possess much inteiest, include undei the fonnei head “Sn Fiancis 
Antiiontins Drak’s men yet hvmg, and his own writing punted,” “Mi Thomas Cnndishe’s 
Companye, yet living, and his writings punted,” "3\[i Ralph Fitche’s Tiavnylcs 
tluough most of the Poitugal Indies, m punt,” and “Mi Janies Lancnstci’s 
and his Companye’s voyage as fane as Malacca, punted,” and undei the lattei 
head — “John Huygen cle Lmschoten’s worke, which lived above seven yoi es 
m India,” “The fust voyage of the Hollandeis to Java and Baly, m pnnte, ’ 
“The second voyage to Java, m Dutch and English,” “The testimonie of 
William Pers, Englishman, with them m the sayd voymge,” and “The tlmd 
leturne of the Hollandeis fiom the East Indies this yeie” After this an ay 
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of authorities the memorialists confident that they had triumphantly established a d i 
their case continue thus — 

Fourtl ly let tl ese sliewc my juste and law c ful rcasoua voyd of afie tion t ud j oitiafilie 
why tliey should Lorre liei majestic ond ul other Clin tian j rn cea and st itcs of tl e use of tin 
aoste wyde and infinitely open ocean sea, and of access to tl e territories aud dot unions of s 
many free princes kings and potentates in the Hist in whose dominions they 1 a\e no moil 
so\erai 0 n commaund or authontie then wee or any Christiana wliosocicr 

The point thus argued could not be rationally contested and yet it wa^Extn e t 
quite clear that the Spaniards would not consent to yield it lliey claimed in ftl 
virtue of a Fipal grant which had arrogantly bestowed upon them exclusive 
n^'it to all new lands which im 0 lit be discovered eithei m the East or West 
and hence until this cl urn was set aside or voluntarily relinquished the 
memorialists in so far os the question lay between them and such claimants 
weie doing little better than beating the nir when they argued that every 
locality not actually occupied by the Spaniards and Portuguese was open to all 
the world. To every such argument of the memomhsts their opponents w ere 
always ready to answer We claim not merely what we occupy but the whole 
that we have discovered or may yet be discovered in those regions A claim 
so extravo 0 ant could not be acquiesced in by any Protestant government but 
Queen Elizabeth though she had doubtless determined that the mantime entei 
pu&e of her subjects should have full scope m the East dealt with the memorial 
in the cautious spirit in which she usually acted nnd before deciding caused a 
report to be made upon it by the celebrated Fulhe Grev die afterw anls Loi d 
Lroohe In tins report winch was made to Sir Trancis Wokingham who had 
requested the names of such kings os aie absolute in the East aud eitliei have 
warr or traffique with the Ivinge ot Spame Grev die enters v cry fully into it jwi-t i.t 
detad commencing rather superfluously on the coast of Barbery and pioeeedmg Q Ulk u 
first south to the Cape of Good Hope and then north to the mouth of the Rt d 
Sea It is here only that lus report begins to bear properly upon our subject 
lhoii 0 h be acknowledges it to be merely a compdation from two or three 
authors having neither me ines nor tyme to seak other helpes it is well 
entitled notwithstanding several gcograplucal blunders to more than a passing 
notice After tracing the east Afncan coast as fai as the Cape of Gardafuy lie 
thus proceeds — 

At the s d caj e tl e Portu 0 all9 yeerly lye in w tyte for tl e T. urki 1 shippes winch 
nil venture to traffique without their licence 1 ouhlin^e themselves the only comma m lers of 
these sea F om the cape to tl e mo th of the Red Su al o many small dominions of 
vl ite Mahometans r ch n go Id sylver ivory and all kynd of victual! nd bel nil tl 
cantne m tl e m yt e lyetli the great emp e of Prester Jol n to whom the Po tu D 11s (a 
some write) loe jeeily send ei 0 htsluppe laden with all kynd ofmercl ndi e aid also f rn si 
themselves with many say Hers out of his coa t tow nes in the Ted Si In the b tt m of 
this sea at a place called Sues the Tu eke build gall a wh ch coure all th t coast as f 
as Mel nde and e\ er e yeere ann y the Portimalls exceedinge mucl Beyond tl e Re I Sea 
Arabia Fajlix s governed by manie sultans of greote and al solute pooler botl by sea and 
land uppon the pomte thereof standeth the riche and stronge citt e Ad n her both In 
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the Eail of Cumbeiland, aftei some higgling, fox £3700 To these pm chases that 
of a pinnace was added, and the whole expedition, as then pi ejected, stood thus 
The Malice Scow gc, whose name was subsequently changed to that of the 
Red Dragon , 200 men, 600 tons, the II color, 100 men, 300 tons, the Ascen- 
sion, SO men, 260 tons, the Susan, 80 men, 210 tons, and a pinnace, 40 men, 
100 tons— m all, 500 men and 1500 tons The investment, consisting of non 
(wrought and unwi ought), tin, lead, 80 pieces ol bioudcloths ol all colotus, 
80 pieces of Devonshne keiseys, and 100 pieces of Noiwich stuffs, nith smallei 
ai tides chiefly foi piesents, was computed at £1515, and the piovisions foi a 
twenty months’ voyage at £6600, Is 10 d The lemamdei of thcouginal sub- 
scuption of £30,133, 6s Sc l, undei deduction ol the pui chase and equipment 
of the vessels and othei payments, was to be taken out m bullion These 
calculations could only be consideied conjectuial, and aftei v aids, as mil be 
seen, unclei went considerable modifications 

On the 30th of Octobei, the same day on which the ch.utei mis sent to the 
attomey-geneial foi Ins opinion, a general meeting of the adientuiers was 
held, and the unpoitant lesolution was adopted of mci easing the mmibei of 
dnectois fiom fifteen to twenty-foui That mmibei was .iccoidinglj elected, 
and then names, along with that of Aldeiman Thomas Smith, who had the 
honoiu of being the fust goveinoi appointed, weie oidcied to be nisei ted in 
the anticipated cliartei Anothei lesolution was that each ad veil tm ei should 
pay up Ins subscription On this subject Biuce, whose Annals of the East 
India Company furnish the only punted information, makes statements vlnch 
aie veiy obscuie, and appaiently meconcilable In one passage (vol i p 130) 
he says, “It is lemaikable that these payments weie made by the whole of 
the adventuiers, with the exception of fom only, who withchew then subscnp- 
tions ” Immediately aftei he speaks of “ the funds of the society being thus pio- 
vided foi and yet he afterwaids quotes fiom the minutes of anothei meeting 
of the adventuieis, “summoned on the 8th of Decembei, to make up the fund 
with which the voyage was to be fitted out,” and at which “it was agieed 
that the whole of the sum subscubecl by the adventuieis should be paid m by 
the 13th of that month, and declared, as the ships weie now ieady to pioceed 
to sea, that such of the subscubeis as should not, at the piecedmg date, have 
paid m then pioportions, should be held to be liable foi any losses that might 
happen m consequence of the stipulated subsciiption not having been made 
good by them” These statements cannot easily be reconciled. If all the 
ongmal subscuptions, with the exception of foiu only, weie paid up, how 
could it be necessaiy to hold out a geneial menace tlneatemng all defaulters 
with actions of damages? The most piobable explanation is, that aftei the 
original list of 101 subscuptions was completed, other paities had been tempted, 
by the near piospect of obtaining a ehaitei on advantageous terms, to come 
foi w aid and put down then names It is almost certain that something of tins 
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1 md must hive been done since the number of persons actually incorporated a d icoo 
bj the chvrter is not confined to those of the original list but amounts m all 
to 218 

Amon 0 other arrangements made previous to the date of the charter maj app^ » 
be mentioned the appointments of Captain James Lancaster to the Red 
Dragon with the title of general or admiral of the fleet* end of Captain John I 
Davis to the second command with the title of pilot-major Both of these 
officers had prev lously made thevojage the one under Captain Rajunond m 
the unfortunate expedition which has already been described and the other in 
1598 os a pilot in the employment of the Dutch The terms of agreement with 
the former are not mentioned but those with the latter deserve notice in 
fiimislnn,, a good idea of the spint in which the a oj age w as undertaken and 
of the hopes entertained as to its success. The terms were £100 wages £200 
on credit as an adventure and a commission on the profit rated alternate clj 
at £500 £1000 £lo00 or £2000 according as the clear returns on the capital 
should yield two for one three for one four for one or fiv c for one The lead 
ing object in this arrangement was to give Captain Davis a personal interest 
in the success of the \ oyage The same object was kept steadily in view in 
arranging with all other parties Tims the fujtors or supercargoes thirty six 
in number were arranged in four different classes of w Inch the first recei\ cd 
£100 wages and £200 advanced as an adventure the second £50 wages and 
£100 adventure the third £30 wages and £50 adventme and the fourth 
£20 wages and £40 adventure Even the common seamen were treated on 
the same principle and received four months pay of which the half only was 
paid as wages while the other half was advanced as an adventure 

The charter was granted on the last daj of the sixteenth century 31st a ( 
December 1 GOO Like all deeds of the same kind it is spun out to such a. 
length bj verbiage and vara tautology as to occupy twenty six pa 0 es of a 
printed quarto volume It is of course impossible to Q iv c it at length For 
tunately it is also unnecessary as everything of importance m it may be 
compressed within comparativ ely narrow limits 

Proceeding in the queens name m the form of letters patent addressed to ,taf rm 
all our officers ministers and subjects and to all other people as well within 
this our realm of England as elsewhere it begins with stating that Our most 
dear and lov ing cousin George Earl of Cumberland and our well beloved sub 
jects Sir John Hart of London knight Sir John Spencer of London 1 night 
Sir Edward Michelbome kmglit William Cavendish esquire nine aldermen 
of London and other individuals specially named amounting in all to 21 8 have 
been petitioners unto us for our royal assent and licence that they at their 
own adventures costs and charges os well os for the honour of our realm of 
England as for the increase of our navigation and advancement of trade of 
merchandize vvitlun our said realm and the dominions of the same might adven 



232 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Rook I 


AD 1G00 


Mode of ma 
nagcment 


tuie and set foitli one oi moie voyages, with comement number of slnj)s and 
pinnaces, by way of tioffic and meichandi/e to the East Indies, in the countries 
and paits of Asia and Afuca, and to as many of the islands poits and cities, 
towns and places, tlieieabouts, as wheie tiade and tiafhck mnj by all likelihood 
be discoveied, established, 01 had, divers of which eountnes, and m.iny of the 

islands, cities, and poits theieof, have 
long since been discouicd by others 
of oui subjects albdtnot fierjuented 
in tiade of meichandi/e" 

In accoidanec with this petition, 
hei majestv, “gientlv tendning the 
lionoui of om nation the wealth of 
om people, and the encouingamnt of 
them, and otheis of om loung sub- 
jects m their good cnteipn«es, foi 
the in ei ease of our navigation, and 
the advancement of lawful tiaflic, to 
the benefit of om commonwealth,” 
constitutes the petitioners a “body 
coipoiate and politick, in deed and 
in name, bj the name of The Goici- 
noi and Company of the Ma chant's 
of London, tiadinq into the East 
Indies,” empoweimg them and then successors, m that name uid capacity, 
to possess oi dispose of land, tenements, and heieditaments, to have a common 
seal, to sue and be sued, and, in geneial “to do and execute all and singulai 
otliei things by the same name,” as fully and fieely as "any otliei om liege 
people ” 

The cliaitei then goes on to piescube the mode of management of the 
affairs of the company, fixing it m a governor, and twenty-foui otliei members 
called committees, who aie to have “the dnection of the voyages of oi foi the 
said company, and the pi ovision of the shipping and meichandizes theieto 
belonging, and also the sale of all merchandizes returned m the voyages,” and, 
m general, “ the managing and handling of all otliei things belonging to the 
said company” Thomas Smith, aldeiman of the city of London, is nominated 
as the “first and present goveinoi,” and twenty-four otliei members as the 
“fiist and piesent committees” of the company, but as these nominations weie 
to continue m force only foi a yeai fiom the date of the chaiter, the mode 
of electing then successors m office is next pointed out Foi this purpose 
the company, or a majority of those “piesent at any public assembly, com- 
monly called the court, liolden for the said company,” the goveinoi always 
being one, are empowered to elect a deputy to act m the governors absence, 
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and thereafter ever} } ear on the first do,} of Jul} or at any time within six ad woo 
dajs after that day to assemble and meet together in some convenient place 
and while so assembled to elect a governor and twenty four committees for 
the ensuing jear In the event of the death or deprivation by misconduct of 
an} of the persons thus elected the company again met in court are authorized 
to supply the vacancies thus occurring but onty for the time of office winch 
remained nnexpirtd Not onl} the officials thus elected were to sw eai w ell 
and truly to execute the offices committed to them but as well ever} one 
above nami d to be of the said company or fellowship os all others to be here 
after admitted, or free of the said company to take a corporal oath before the 
governor of the said company or Ins deputy for the time being to such effect 
as by the said governor and compan} or the more part of them in any public 
court to be held foi the said company shall be in reasonable manner set dow n 
and devised before the} shall be allowed or admitted to trade or trafhch as a 
freeman of the said company 

In this last quotation the important point of membership is incidentall} Qualifier 
alluded to A more explicit statement occurs in a subsequent clause in which memi* 
all that are or shall be of the said compan} and all their sons at their hp 
several ages of one and twenty} ears or upwards and all then apprentices 
factors or servants which shall hereafter be emplo}ed b} the saul governor 
and company in the trade of merchandize of or to the East Indies are era 
powered freely to traffic during the period and witlun the limits assigned to 
the compan} The period is restricted to fifteen }ears wntli the promise of 
an extension to other fifteen if asked b} the company and approved b} the 
crown but the charter might be recalled at an} time aftei a notice of two 
}ears 

The space over which the company might trade is of enormous extent and c gr 11 
thou 0 h spoken of under the geneial name of the East Indies is more particu 
larly described as including the countries and parts of Asia anti Africa and 
all the islands ports havens cities creeks towns and places of Asiv Afuca 
and America 01 any of them be}ond the Cape of Bona Esptranza to the 
Streiglits of Magellan where any trade or traffick of merchandize raaj be used 
or had "\\ ithin. these limits the company are empowered to traffic freel} by 
seas in and by such w i} s and passages already found out and discov ered or 
which shall hereafter be found out and discov ered as they shall esteem and take 
to be fittest the only restriction being that the same trade be not under 
taken nor addressed to any country island port haven city creek town or 
place alread} in the lawful and actual possession of an} such Christian pnnee 
or state as at this present is or shall hereafter be in league or amity with the 
British crown and who doth not or will not accept of such trade but doth 
ov ertly declare and publish the same to be utterly against his or their good will 
and liking 
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ad woo The more effectually to cany on this tiade, the company aie authouzed to 
meet from time to time, and make “such and so many reasonable laws, consti- 
Legisiative ^utions, ordeis, and oidmances,” as may seem “necessary and convenient” foi 

and judicial > ; 

powa-s the good government of the company, and of all then factois, masters, mari- 
neis, and other officeis, and for the bettei advancement and contmuance of the 
tiade , and not only to make such laws, hut to enforce the observance of them 
by inflicting upon offendeis “pains, punishments, and penalties, by imprison- 
ment of body, 01 by fines and amei cements, 01 by all 01 any of them,” it being, 
however, always understood that “the said laws, orders, constitutions, oideis 
and oidmances be reasonable, and not contiary 01 lepugnant to the laws, 
statutes, 01 customs” of the lealm 

Exclusive The privilege of trade within the limits above described is declared to 
of trade belong exclusively to the company, and all subjects of the English crown, “of 
what degree oi quality soevei they be,” aie strictly forbidden, “by vntue of 
oiu pieiogative loyal, which we will not m that behalf have aigued oi hi ought 
in question,” to “visit, haunt, fiequent oi tiade, traffick or adventuie, by way 
of merchandise, into oi fiom any of the said East Indies, oi into oi fiom any 
the islands, ports, havens, cities, towns, oi places afoiesaid,” eveiy person oi 
peisons presuming to tiaffic in defiance of this piohibition “shall mcui oui 
indignation, and the forfeiture and loss of the goods, merchandizes, and otliei 
things whatsoever, which so shall be bi ought into this lealm of England, oi any 
of the dominions of the same, contraiy to oui said prohibition, oi the puipoit oi 
tiue meaning of these presents, as also of the ship and ships with the fuimtuie 
theieof” One-lialf of the forfeitures thus incurred is reserved to the ciown, 
the othei half is granted to the company The offendeis aie, moieovei, “foi 
then said contempt, to suffer imprisonment during oui pleasuie, and such othei 
punishment as to us, oui heirs oi successois, foi so high a contempt, shall seem 
meet and convenient, and not to be m any wise deliveied until they and eveiy 
of them shall become bound to pay unto the said governor foi the time being, 
the sum of £-1000 at the least” not to lepeat the offence 

These severe enactments against mteilopeis stnkmgly contiast with the 
laige discretion given to the company, who, m addition to an exclusive light 
of traffic caiefully guarded against encroachment, aie empoweied, “foi the 
better encouiagement of merchants, stiangers, oi otheis, to bring m commo- 
dities to our realm,” and “for any consideration oi benefit to be taken to then 
own use,” to “give license to any peison oi peisons to sail, tiade, oi tiaffiok into 
oi fiom the said East Indies ” To enhance the value of tins laige chscietionaiy 
powei, the queen gratuitously binds heiself, hei hens and successors, not to 


giant license of trading within the limits of the charter to any peison wliatevei 
“ without the consent” of the company 

On the giound that the company “have not yet expenenced of the lands 
of commodities and merchandizes which aie or will be vendible” m the East 
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Indies and therefore shall be driven to carry to those parts in then voyages at> igoJ 
outwaul dn ers and sundry commodities which are likely to be returned again 
into the realm the exports of their four first voyages arc declared free of 
custom subsidy or poundage or nny other duties or pajanents. On imports 
during the whole period of the charter credit of six months on the one half 
and of twelve months on the other half of the duties exigible is to be allowed 
after sufficient security for ultimate payment has been giv cn and because the 
company arc like to bring to this our realm a much greater quantitv of foreign 
commodities than can be required for borne consumption tbe duties winch 
might have been exigible on the export of such commodities as are aflcrwaids 
reshipped for transport to other countries arc to be remitted provided the 
reshipment take place in English bottoms and not later than thirteen months 
from the date of import The only other pm ile to c m cessaiy to he mentioned 
is the permission annually to export tbe sum of £30 000 in bullion or com of 
which at least £GOOO should previously he coined at the royal mint Tins 
permission — which owing to the crude ideas then generally entertained on 
the subject of the currency was probably regarded at tbe time as the least 
defensible of all — was granted only on tbe express proviso that aflci the 
first voy a 0 c a sum at least equal to that exported should previously have been 
imported. 

Though the origin xl adventurers contemplated trading on a joint stock and « i«bi* 
f-evenl parts of the charter seem framed on the understanding that this m T f 
on 0 inal intention was to he carried out the subject remains involved in the tock 
greatest obscurity The words joint stocJ do not once occur in the charter and 
there is nothin^ in any part of it to indicate that the 218 individuals to whom 
the charter was granted possessed any \« 0 hcr qualification than that of ha\xn 0 
signed the petition on which it proceeded It is known that 101 individuals oi 
firms became bound by their subscriptions to adventure on an experimental 
voyage sums which m the great majority of cases amounted to £200 each and 
formed an n 0 gregate of £30 133 G* 8 d but whether these were the only sums 
subscribed at the date of the charter or whether all the new' parties who con 
currcd in petitioning the crown hod previously qualified themselves for member 
ship by Rubscnbin 0 are points winch it is impossible to decide w ltb any degree 
of certainty The only clause in the charter which bears on these points is one 
which makes it optional for the company to disfranchise those members who 
should fail against a certain day to pay up their subscriptions. The clause is ai 
follows — 

Provide 1 always tl at if my of tl e pen ns before name 1 an 1 appointed by the e pre ents 
to b free of the said Compan t of Verchanta of Lon Ion trading into the East Jnd cs si all 
not 1 efore tlie going forth of the fleet appoint® 1 for this f rat voya e from the j ort of 
London bring in u l deliver to the treasurer or treasurers nppointe 1 or wh eh w thin tl e 
space of twenty days fiom the late 1 ereof shall be appointel ly tie said governor and 
company or tie more part of them to receive the contnbut on and adventures set down 
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by the seveial adventuieis in this last and piesent voj age, now m hand to be set foitli, sueli 
suras of money, as have been, by any of the sud persons bj these piesents nominated to be 
of the said company, expressed, set down, and vntten in .ibook foi that pm pose, and left m 
the hands of the said Thomas Smith, governor of the sud comp my, 01 of the haul Paul 
Banning, aldeiman of London, and subsenbed with the names of the same adventurers, 
undei then hands, and agieed upon to be ad v entitled in the said first \ ov age, that then, it 
shall be law-fill foi the said goveinoi and company, 01 the moie pait of them, wheieof the 
said goveinoi 01 Ins deputy to be one, at any then gencial couit, 01 genual assembly, to 
lemove, disfiancliise, and displace linn 01 them, .it then wills and plcasmes’’ 

In 01 dei to facilitate communication and fuendly mtei course -with the coiin- 
tues winch might be visited duiing the fust voyage undei the chattel, the 
commandei was furnished with duplicate letters, m -which the rjuccn nddiessed 
then supposed soveieigns m the following teims 

“ Ehzabetlie, by the giace of God, Quceiic of England, Finance, and It eland, Defendei 
of the Futhe, &c , — To the gieate and nughtic King of - , om lounge Biolhei, 

greetiuge 

“ Wlieieas Almightie God, in his infinite wisdome and ]noudence, liaith so disposed of 
Ins blessings, and of all the good things of this world, which are cieated and orduned foi 
the use of man, that hoivesocvei they be bi ought forthe, and do cithei oiigmallie gtoue, and 
aie gatheied, oi otlieiwise composed and made, some m one countne, and some m anothci, 
yet they aie, by the Industrie of man, dnccted by the hand of God, dispersed and sent out 
into all the paites of the woild, that theieby Ins wondcifull bountic m Ins cieatuies may 
appeal e unto all naeions, lus Diune Majestic haunge so oidcjned, that no one place should 
enjoy (as the native commodities thcieof) all things appei tey innge to man’s use, but that 
one countne should have node of anothci, ind out of the abound nice of the fiuits which 
some legion enjoyetli, that the necessities oi wants of anothci should be supplied, by which 
meanes, men of severall and fan i emote coimtues ha\e commerce and tiafhque, one 
with anotliei, and by then entei change of commodities aie linked togeathei in amy tie and 
fuendslupp 

“This consideiation, most noble king, togeatlier with the lionoiable repoit of join 
m.ijestie, for the well enterteyiinigo of strangers winch visitt j om countne m lov e and pe ice 
(with lawful traffique of mei chaundizmge) have moved us to geave licence to dneis of our 
subjects, who have bene stirred upp w ith a desn e (by a long and daungerous navigacion) to 
finde out and visitt youi teintones and dominions, beinge famous in tlieise pai te 3 of the woild, 
and to offei you commeice and tiaffique, in buymge and entei ch aim gin ge of commodities 
with oui people, accordmge to the course of meicliaunts, of which commeice and intei dung- 
ing, yf youi majestie shall accept, and shall receive and entertajne our meichaunls with 
favoui, accoidinge to that hope which hath en com aged them to attempt so long and daun- 
gerous a voiadge, you shall finde them a people, m then deahnge and conveisacion, of th it 
justice and civilitie, that you shall not nnslike of then lepane to joui dominions, and uppon 
fuitlier confeience and lnquisicion Ind with them, both of tliene kmdes of meichanndize 
bioughte in their shippes, and of othei necessane commodities which oui domnnmons may 
affoithe, it may appeaie to your majestie that, by then meanes, you inaj r be furnished, m then 
next letouine into youi poites, m bettei soit then you have bene heretofoie supplied, ethei 
by the Spanyard oi Poitugale, who, of all othei naeions in these paites of Em ope, have onhe 
liethei to frequented youi countries with tiade of meicliaundize, and have bene the onlie 
impediments, both to om subjects, and diverse othei meichaunts in the paites of Emope, that 
they have not hitherto visited your countne with tiade, wdnlest the said Poitugales pie- 
tended themselves to be the soveraigne lordes and princes of all yoiu teintones, and give it 
out that they held your nacion and people as subjects to them, and, m then stiles and titles, 
do write themselves Kiuges of the East Indies 

“And yf youi majestie shall, in yora pimcelie favour, accept, with good hkinge, this 
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first repair© of our mcrcl aunts unto jour countne resortinge thclher in peaceable trafllque a n icoo 
inti bIitII cntertaine tins their first aoiage ns an introthicion to a f irther contincwaunci, of 
fnenUluppe between® tour majestic an 1 us for commerce nntl intercourse bctvreenc jour 
miljccL and ours wee 1 1 \ e gua\ c» onl r to this our J rincipall merchaunt (jf jour majestic 
nhall Ik j leased tl crwith) to 1 a\e m your countnc s< mo such of our eaul mcrcl aunts ns 1 o 
shall make choice of to reside in jour tlomi inion nn ler jour j nncelie and safe proteei n 
untill the rttourno of another flecte which wee shall s ml unto jou who maj in tlie meat o 
tjnnc learne the language of your countne nn 1 nj j lie their bchav ior ns it may Iwat sorte 
to con\ erse witl jour majesties Bulject to the cml tl at nmitie nnd fnendsl ij p bemgo 
entertayned nnl begun the same maj tie better 1« conti nc wed when our people shall bo 
instructed 1 ow to direct tl cniscUos ncconhngc to tl e fashions of jour countne 

\n 1 beeawse in the con i Icracion or the entertej mnge of nmytic and friend 1 ipp an l 
in the estal hshingc of nn intercourse to l>c contincwwl betweene n tber may le req nred on 
your maje ties l»ehaulfc such pronu o or capitulacions to lie performed ly us wl ich wee 
cannot in thetsc our lettre take know! algo of s eo therefore pray jour majestie to gca\e 
eare tlcrein unto this beanr nnl to gca\c linn crcditt in wl atsooser lie shall promise or 
undertake m our name concern! "0 our nnntjc nnl entervourse wl ich pronu c a ec (for 
our parte) in tl e word of a j mice will see performe ! nn 1 wilbo readie gratcfulli to requite 
ante lose kindnes or favour t! at onr mi 1 sul jects si all receive at so ir majesties 1 ande 
praying jour majestic tl at for our l*.tt rsati facion f your kinde accept, mice of th our 
love nn 1 arojtie IT ml your 1 i„l ones j i woull 1> tl i bearer give testymonic tlicreof 
ly your prmcelic lettre luactcxl unto us in % 1 icl w e shall rectise aery great contente 
ment \nd tl u &.c 
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FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST CHARTER TO THE AMALGAMATION 
OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANIES 

ttNnri nit WA'irorTiii 

UNITED COMPANY OT MERCHANTS OP ENGLAND, TRADINC. TO TUT LAST INDII S 


cn A PTE 11 I 


The first \ojTges of the Compm% — T,onlitics fuloclcil — Opposition from the Dutch *111(1 the 
Portuguese — First English fictorj on the continent of Tndis — Sir Thomss Roes cmlnssj to 
the court of the Grest Mogul — Stste of thst court — Fstshhshment of *i trulc with Itrsis 


i||HE mtciest winch natui ally attaches to the first voyage 
undei an East India ch.ntei, will justify a laigei detail 
than would he due to the incidents themselves, which aie 
comparatively minitei cstmg The Red Dnrrjov, IJcctoi, 
Ascension, and Susan, aheady mentioned, togethei with 
the Guest, of 1 30 tons, added as a victualler, left Woolwich 
the 1 3th of Febi uaiy, 1601, but weie so long de- 
tained by conti ary winds and the completion of anangements 
at Dartmouth, that they weie not able to quit the English coast till 
the 22d of Apul, when they sailed for the Canaues While off the coast 
of Guinea they fell m with a Portuguese slnp, outwaid bound, and took 
and plundered hei Having afterwaids unloaded the Guest of the victuals 
a d i6oi which they had been unable to take on boaid when they sailed fiom England, 
they dismantled liei, bioke down hei uppei woiks for fiiewood, and left liei 
a floating hulk Duung then long delay m the English Cliannel, they had 
lost the opportunity of making a quick voyage, and began to suffei fiom 
scurvy, which pi evaded to such an extent, that some of the vessels had not 
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hands enough to manage them, and the merchants on boaid weie obliged 
uecuhof to act as common seamen On the 9th of September they leached Snldanlia 
PTnys first Bay, wlieie the sick rapidly lecovered , the previous moitalitj^ however, had 
been so great, that the number of deaths amounted to 105, 01 moie than a fifth 
of the whole ciews On Sunday, the 1st of Novembei, the Cape was doubled, 
and they proceeded nortliwaids along the east coast of Madagascai, where a 
new attack of semvy again proved very fatal, and obliged them to spend some 
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time on slioro in the Bay of AntongiL On continuing their \ oy age across the a u wo" 
Indian Ocean they arrived on the 9th of May 1C02 at the Nicobar Islands 
without lmmg seen any part of the continent of India. After a short stay 
they set sail for the island of Sumatra and on the Oth of June cast anchor in 
the road of Achecn on the north west extremity of that island Here they 
found about eighteen aessels from Bengal Malabar Gujerat and other quar 
ters and were visited by two Dutch merchants^ who had been left to learn 
the language and manners of the country Everything gave indication of a 
hospitable reception and a deputation was immediately sent ashore to an 
nounce that the commander of the fleet was bearer of a letter from the most 
famous Queen of England to the most worthy kin 0 ol Acheen and Sumatra, 
lhe day after lus arrival Lancaster himself went ashore and havin 0 been 
conducted w ith great ceremony to the king s presence deliv ered his letter and 
along with it a present of considerable \ alue. 

The interview was of the most amicable nature and ultimately a treaty Frfenuyre 
was formed in which the leading privileges obtained by the English were AdLen. * 
perfect freedom of trade protection to life and property the power of a limn 
isteriUj, justice among their own countrymen according to En 0 hsh Law and full 
liberty of conscience But while the natives display ed this friendly spirit, all 
the proceedings of the English were watched with the utmost jealousy by a 
third party lhe Portuguese had an ambassador at Acheen and it soon 
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became apparent tlut lie was determined to leave no means untned to pie 
vent the establishment of a trade which he naturally regarded ns an unjusti 
fUble invasion of the Portuguese monopoly Attempts to prejudice the king 
having failed he determined on open hostility and with that view despatched 
messengers to Malacca to inform the authorities in tho Portuguese settlement 
there of the arrival of the English ships and urge the necessity of immediately 
sendin Q a sufficient force to capture them Fortunately lus plans were dis- 
covered and Ins messengers liavm 0 been apprehended the Portuguese m 
Malacca were not even made aware that the English had amv ed 

Lancaster determined to turn this ignorance to good account and leaving rwiatory 
the Susan winch had been sent round to Priaman on the south coast of the 
island to take in a cargo of pepper set out with Ins other three vessels and a 
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AD 1003 Dutch ship of about 200 tons, which had obtained pci mission to ]oin him, on a 
piivateeiing ciuise to the Stiaits of Malacca Such an expedition w as ceitamly 
little m accoi dance with the puiely meicantile spmt in v.lnch the voyage had 
been piofessedly undeitalcen, and goes fai to justify the account gi\en by Sn 
William Monson, who says, m his Naval Ti acts,' that Lancastei ’s “employ- 
ment was as well to take by violence as to tiade by sufieratice,” and adds 
that this was “unwoithy the name of an honest design, foi the hands of 
meichants should not be stained oi polluted with theft, for m such case all 
people would have libeity to do the like upon them ” The English commander 

Portuguese -was no t restiamed by any sciuples of this nature, and, when a laige Poituguese 

chi icicle 

taken ship made hei appeaiance, somewhat giotesquely expiessed Ins thankfulness to 
Piovidence foi having thus fmnished him with the means of lading his ships, 
and supplying all his other wants Though the ship was of 000 tons burden, 
and had above 600 persons on boaid, the captme w.is easily efiected It pio\ed 
a canack, bound foi Malacca, fiom St Thome, a Poituguese factoiy on the 
Coiomandel coast, and so fully fieighted that Lancastei, aftei occupying all 
the vacant loom m Ins own vessels with calicoes, pintados, and othei meichan- 
chse, was puzzled how to dispose of the lesiduc, which would lm\e sufficed to 
lade as many moie ships if he had had them Ultimately he resohed to return 
to Aclieen, wheie he mgiatiated himself still fuithei with the king by libeial 
piesents of the pnze goods, and deposited what he could not take with him, to 
await the ainval of a new fleet fiom England 


Arm'll at 
Bantam 


The \ oyage 
home 


On leaving Aclieen on the 9th of Novcmbei, the Ascension, in which all 
the pepper, cinnamon, and cloves wdncli had pieMonsly been pui chased, wane 
loaded, was despatched foi England The Diagon and Hectoi continued then 
couise m an opposite diiection along the south coast of Sumatia to Pnanian, 
wlieie the Susan was found taking in hei caigo Leaving hei wutli oiders to 
sail homewards as soon as it was completed, Lancastei pioceeded with the othei 
two vessels thiough the Stiaits of Simda, and, on the 16tli of Decembei, aim ed 
m the load of Bantam, on the noitli-west extiemity of the island of Java 
Heie, after the delivery of the queen’s lettei and a handsome piesent, Ins 
reception was as favourable as it had been at Aclieen , and he found no diffi- 
culty m disposing of Ins prize goods to such advantage, that he had soon sold 
more than would pay for the lading of both the ships By the 10th of Feb- 
luary full cargoes of peppei were taken in, and on the 20th, aftei a legulai 
factoiy had been established at Bantam, and a pinnace despatched to the 
Moluccas, for the purpose of attempting to secuie a tiade winch might be 
avadable to the next ships from England, he took Ins final depaituie 

Hie voyage home was very stoimy , and the Diagon, in paiticular, having 
lost hei ruddei, became so unmanageable, that Lancastei pnvately gave oideis 
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to the Hector which had hitherto kept by him to continue her yoyage and ad m3 
le*nc him to his fite It must be confessed that in taking this step he dis 
played singular resolution and de\ o ted ness At the time when he gi\e what 11 “ g w 1,1 
he believed to be lus final orders to the captain of the Hector he hastily ad 
dressed a letter to Ins employers in the following terms — 

Right Worshipful — What hath passed m tins \oysge and what trades 
I ha\e settled for tins Company and what other e\ents ha\c befillcn us you 
shall understand b y the bearers hereof to whom (as occasion hath happened) I 
must refer you. I will stmo with all diligence to sa\e my ship and her goods 
as you may percent by the course I take inycnturingmy own lift and those 
that are with me 1 cannot tell where you should look for me if you send out 
any pinnace to seek me because I Inc at the de\otion of the winds and seas. 

And thus fire y ou well desiring God to send us a merry meeting in this world 
if it be lus good will and pleasure — \our loving Tncnd 

Jamis Lincasttr. 

The captain of the Hecto i unwilling to leave Ins commander in desperate 
circumstances still managed to keep him m sight and ultimately after 
redoubling the Cape of Good Hope dunng the storm without seeing it both 
\ essels reached St Helena. Three months after on the 11th of September 
1G03 they cast anchor in the Downs. The Ascension and Susan had pre 
yiously am\ed and thus though numbers of the crews had perished all the 
y essels and their cargoes returned safe 

Both as a first experiment under the charter and m a pecuniary view the-^j*^ ‘ 
y oy age was eminently successful 1 wo factories at important stations had been 
established under the most fayourablo circumstances and the clear profits 
estimated at ninety fhc per cent yverc nearly ns large as the whole capital 
adventured It ought to be obsened however that these profits cannot pro 
perly be considered mercantile as a large portion of them had been obtained 
not by legitimate trading but m the course of a predatory cruise 

Before Lancaster returned Queen Elizabeth had paid the debt of nature 
hut the deep interest winch she took m the proceedings of the Company had 
previously been manifested by a letter in which she remonstrated with them 
for haying allowed a second year to pass without entering into a neyv subscrip 
tion and plainly hinted that in not following up the business in the manner 
the Dutch did it seemed as if little regard was entertained either for her 
majesty s honour or the honour of the country Strange to say the remon 
strance proved una\ ailing and no preparations were made for a second yoyage 
till the success of the first w as actually ascertained. 

In the second y oya e e the same vessels were employed as in the first but s*conJ 
the commands were different — Captain Henry Middleton sailing in the Red 
Dragon as admiral and Captain Sufilet in the Hector as vice admiral The 
subscription which appears to have been mainly adv meed by the same parties 

Vol i 31 



242 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Rook II 


AD 1604 


Attempt to 
trade with, 
the Spice 
Islands 


Ternate, 

Tidore 

Banda 


as befoie, since both voyages weie aft ei waids entered in one account, amounted 
to £60,450 Of this sum, the repair, equipment, and piovision of the vessels 
absorbed no less than £4)8,140, whereas the amount carried out m goods was 
only £1142, the lemamder was bullion The very paltiy sum allowed foi 
goods may perhaps be accounted for by the large quantity of Poituguese prize 
goods which Lancastei had left foi futuie sale m the faetones of Aclieen and 
Bantam 

The vessels left Gravesend on the 25th of Maicli, 1604, and by this eaily 
depaiture avoiding the blunder by which they had formeily lost the pioper 
season, amved safely m Bantam Road on the 20th of Decembei following 
Here they found six ships and tlnee oi four pinnaces belonging to the Dutch, 
with whom for a time a fnendly intercom se was kept up, the Dutch admual 
dining aboard the Diagon At Bantam this intei couise remained undistuibed, 
and the Hector and Susan having completed their cargoes about the middle of 
Febiuaiy, 1605, set sail foi England The Red Dragon and Ascension pro- 
ceeded for the Moluccas, fiom which the Dutch weie then endeavoiumg to expel 
the Portuguese In this having so fai succeeded as to compel the sunender 
of the castle of Amboyna, the Dutch immediately altered then tone to the 
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Enghsh, and formally debarred them from trading to that island On general 
principles, theie is good ground for disputing the exclusive title which the 
Dutch thus assumed , but it seems impossible to deny that the Company were 
not the proper parties to call it m question, as they were expressly piolnbited, 
by a clause m then chaitei, from attempting to establish a tiade at any place 
m the actual possession of any friendly Clnistian power which should openly 
object to it But there were othei islands of the Molucca group, to which, as 
the Dutch could not pretend to be m possession of them, the objection could not 
apply , and the Enghsh vessels were only exeieismg a right which undoubtedly 
belonged to them, when they endeavouied to cany on a tiaffic with Temate, 
Tidore, and Banda Cucumstances, howevei, weie unpropitious , and the Dutch, 
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when they did not dire to use force scrupled not to n\id themselves of intrigue ad moi 
ind misrepresentation winch were almost equally effectual in securing the great 
object of their ambition 
— a complete monopoly 
of the spice trade 
The Red Dragon 
and Ascension after 
remaining for some 
time in the Moluccas 
though not m company 
met igim in the road 
of Bantam from which 
they sailed for Europe 
on the 6th of October 
IGOo The Susan which had sailed some time before was never heard of Reeult * t 

th second 

but the other three vessels the Red Dragon Hector and Ascension after j go 
rendezvousing in Saldanha Bay proceeded home in company and cast anchor 
m the Downs on the Gtli of May 1600 Notwithstanding the loss of tlie Su*an 
the returns were favourable and the two voyages tlirown as already mentioned 
into one account nearly doubled the capital vvlucli bad been adv entured m them 
It is still necessary howev er in calculating the profit to remember that a con 
siderable portion of it was derived not from trade but from pnv ateenng and 
that the ninety five per cent saul to have been returned was not realized in 
one jear but after a senes of years parity occupied with the v 0 } ages and parity 
spun out m long credits allowed to purchasers 

In 160+ shortly after the vessels had sailed on their second v oj age king i*^ »• 
James I granted a license to Sir Edward Miclielbome whose recommendation m bib B 
bj Lord Burleigh for employment by the Company Ins been already mentioned 
to trade to Cathan China Japan Corea and Cambaja kc. These coun 
tries though the Company had not yet visited them are within the limits of 
their charter and the license was therefore an interference with the lights 
confened by it It was not however so indefensible as it is usualty repie 
sented. Sir Edward was a member of the Company and was tlierefoie entitled 
to the full use of all the privileges which the} enjojed The intention no 
doubt was that a joint stock should have been established but the attempt had 
as } et failed and the voyages hitherto made though carried on m the name 
of tlie Company were truly for the benefit only of individual adv enturers In 
these circumstances it might have been made a question whetliei ever} member 
was not entitled to claim a similar privilege in lus own name and for his 
own behoof Even assuming that the affirmative of tins question could not be 
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ad igos maintained, another impolfcant consideiation lemains behind The ei own only 
lenounced the light of gi anting a license “without the consent” of the Com- 
pany, and befoie it can be said, with Biuce, that “this license Mas a duect 
violation of the exclusive pnvileges gi anted by Queen Elizabeth to the London 
East India Company,” it must be shown not onlyth.it the license was gn en, 
but that the Company lefused to consent The piobability is that they weie 
not consulted on the subject, but, knowing that they had the powei of object- 
ing, if, fiom piudential consideiations, they i chained fiom exeicismg it, they 
foieclosed themselves, and weie not aftei w aids entitled to complain The chartei 
might be withdiawn at any time aftei two > ears’ notice, and it is not to be 
piesumed that the Company would ha\ e \ entuied, by w jthholdmg then consent, 
to oppose any of the wishes 01 e\en whims of the ciovn, and theieby nnpenlled 
then very existence Ilowevei , the Company may ha\e felt they acted wnsely 
m lefiaining fiom lemonstiance, and allowing Sn Edwaul Miclielbome to make 
the most of Ins hcense Though he coici ed Ins design with the name of tiade, 
his whole conduct showed that Ins only object was to ennch himself by pm a 
teenng In this he so signally failed as to give the Company the best secuntj 
that no such licenses would again be gi anted 
Third The thud voyage — undei taken on a subsoil pti on of £53,500, of which 

£28,560 w r as expended m equipping thiee ships, the Dragon, the Ilcctoi, and 
the Consent, £7280 on goods, and £17,600 in bullion — sailed in 1607, under 
the command of Captain Keebng The Consent, a ship of 115 tons bui den, 
commanded by Captain David Middleton, was first despatched, and made the 
voyage by lieiself without afteiwaids joining hei companions Weighing 
anchoi fiom Tilbury Hope on the 12th of Maicli, she made a piospeious 
voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, which was doubled on the 30th of July, 
and leached Bantam Road on the 14th of Novembei Having heie landed 
the iron and lead which foimed the cargo, refitted the ship, and taken m 
some goods for bartei, Captain Middleton sailed foi the Moluccas, which he 
reached m the beginning of Januaiy, 1608 Aftei expenencmg consideiable 
obstruction from the Poituguese, who, as a condition of tiachng, insisted that 
he should join them m then hostilities against the Dutch, he set sail without 
having obtained a caigo, but had the good fortune, while off the island of 
Purchase of Boutong, near the south-east extremity of the Celebes, to fall m wnth a Java 
junk laden wutli cloves from Amboyna The mastei of the junk oft'eied his 
whole cargo for sale, and Middleton pui chased foi £2948, 15s, a quantity 
which was afterwaids sold m England foi £36,2S7 The object of his voyage 
having been thus accomphshed, he hastened back to the factoiy at Bantam, 
landed the supeicargoes who had accompanied him to the Moluccas, and then 
set sail for England, which he leached ni Decembei 

The D'i agon and Hecto'i , the one commanded by Captain Keeling as admn al, 
and the othei by Captain Hawkins, quitted the Downs on the 1st of Apiil, 
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1G07 and cncountenn 0 very tempestuous weather during which many of the ad i?oo 
crew became diseased took shelter in Sierra Leone doubtful whether to prose 
cute the % oy age or retrace their steps to England. Ihe bolder course was 
ultimately adopted and 
after doubling the Cape the 
v oy age was continued north 
wards along the east coast 
of Africa ns far ns the island 
of Socotra where 2400 lbs. 
of nloe3 were purchased at 
the rate of o lbs for a dollar 
The two ships afterwards 
separated Captain Hawkins 
proceeding directly to Surat 
with the Hector which was thus the first vessel of the Company that anchored in Flrat ‘sit r 
a port of the continent of India while Captain Keeling m the Dragon pursued p»nj uij« 
the track taken by his predecessors and nftcr calling at Pnnman in Sumatra tin t r 
and taking in some pepper passed the Straits of Sunda, and anchored in the In ' h *' 
road of Bantam on the oth of October It had been resolved that the Diagon 
m consequence of her unsatisfactory condition should forthwith be despatched 
to England w ith the cargo which had been procured but before she sailed a 
vessel hove in sight and proved to be the Ucclor She had been rather unfor 
tunate for the Portuguese had attacked her captured ei 0 htecn of her crew 
including some of the fictors, and seized her goods to the value of 9000 dollars 
Captain Hawkins however had found the prospect of opening a trade at 
Surat- so promising that be had prtftmd to remain ashore and send forward 
the vessel under the command of his first officer The arrangement was so far 
opportune that Captain keeling who by tlic departure of the Diagon might 
have been left without n command immediately assumed the command of tho 
Ilector and proceeded with her on the 1st of January 1G09 for the Moluccas, 

The Dutch were now carrying on their trade with great spirit and made no DuU;h 

° a i JmIoiuj | 

secret of their determination, as soon as they should establish their supremacy to«taity 
in the Spice Islands to exclude all others from trading to them Captain 
Keeling in his single vessel found it impossible to resist their aibitrary pro 
ceedmgs and was obliged to carry on a precarious trade under a kind of 
ignominious suffi ranee He succeeded however in obtaining a cargo of pepper 
cloves and nutme 0 s and returning to Bantam prepared for the homeward 
voyage Before departing he placed the factory there upon a more regular 
footing than before The salaries allow ed strikingly illustrate the economical 
and even sordid spirit in winch the Company made their first arrangements 
Augustine Spalding the factor received £o0 0 /-y ear The other officials were 
paid monthly as follows — Francis Kelly surgeon £2 5s John Parsons 30s 
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AD iG 09 Robeit O’Neal, 29s , Augustine Adwell, 2D , Ethcldml Lumpie and William 
Dnvei, 20s each, William Wilson, 22s, William L.imw ell and Philip Bad- 
nedg, 16s each, Fiancisco Domingo, 12s , Juan *Seiam and Adimn, 10s each 
The Hector leached the Downs m safety on the 9th of M a) , 1010 Befoie slie 
amved, two otliei voyages had been fitted out The one, which is lanlced as 
the foui th of the Company, had a subsci lption of £’33,000, and was confined to 
two vessels, the Ascension and the Umov It pioved a total lo-s, the funnel 
vessel having been cast aw a} m the Gulf of C.nnb.i} while attemjiting to make 
sniisetniont f 01 Suiat, and the lattei, altei aiming m the least and liading with some 

\oynges 

success at Acheen and Pinunan, Inning been v locked as she was letinning in 
the Bay of Biscay The othei \o\age, usually fluked as the fifth of the Com- 
pany, though piopeily only .i blanch of the thud ahead} dcscnbed, was moie 
foitimate It consisted only of a single \ov,cl, the Hi palitwn, foi which the 
subscnption was £13,700 It sailed on the 21th of Apiil, 1009, undei the com- 
mand of Captain Dai id Middleton, who had piewousl} made the sticce-Mul 
voyage in the Consent, and aftei leaching Bantam on the 7th of Decembei, 
continued onwaids to the Moluccas, wheie, notwithstanding the opposition ot 
the Dutch, he managed, with consideiable de\tuit>, to obtain a \ aluable caigo, 
and bung it safely home to England This voyage, tin own into one account 
with the thud, yielded the hugest letmn which the Comp.tm had }et obtained, 
the cleai piofit on both voyages being no less than 234 pci cent 
obstacles to The iesult of these expeumental vo} ages made it impossible to doubt, that 
mountoa undei the Company s chaitei a most luuntivc tiade might be established Theie 
weie, liowevei, seveial foimidable obstacles in the way Among the Eastern 
islands the Dutch w r eie attempting to establish a supiemacy, undei which they 
evidently meant to exclude all otliei nations fiom ail} sliaie m the spice tiade, 
while the Portuguese, by then conduct at Suiat, had shown that befoie the 
Enghsh could hope to tiaffic with any poit on the continent of India they must 
be piepaied to lepel foice by foice In futuie, theiefoie, it would be necessaiy 
foi the Company to cany on then opeiations on a laigei scale, and employ 
vessels which, while mainly adapted foi meicantile pm poses, might at the same 
time be able to maintain then giound against any enemy that should piesume 
to attack them In older to accomplish this, additional subsci iptions weie 
lequned, but it was doubtful if these ivould be foitlicommg so long as the con- 
duct of the monaich left it doubtful whethei he consideied lumself bound by the 
chaitei which his piedecessoi had gi anted His conduct m giving a license to 
Su Edwaid Michelbome justified suspicion, and it was theiefoie almost vaui to 
hope that new risks would be run until assuiance was given that he was pie- 
paied to lecognize the validity of the chaiter by adoptmg it as his own peisonal 
by Km arter ^ ee< ^ Accoidingly, in 1609, when of eouise six yeais of the ongmal fifteen 
j-uues weie still unexpned, the Company succeeded m obtaining fiom King James a 
new chartei so neaily identical m its teims with that of his piedecessoi that a 
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separate analysis of it is altogether superfluous. The onty points deservin 0 of ad imo 
notice are that while the number of members specially named in Queen 
Elizabeths charter amounted to 218 in that of kin 0 James it is increased to 
27G that the proaisions against interlopers are rendered more stringent b) 
an authority given to the Company to seize and confiscate the ships and goods 
of contraband traders in an) places whether within the British dominions 
or not provided the) be places where the Companv their fictors and 
ministers shall trade and trafiic b) virtue of these our lctters-pataits and 
that the duration of the privileges of the charter instead of bcin 0 restricted 
to fifteen jear* and ft condition il renewal for other fifteen after the former 
should have expired is made perpetual. This Inst clause loses much of its 
apparent importance b) ft subsequent provision in which full power is reserved 
to the crown to recall the charter at an) tunc after three ) ears w anmig 

In the preamble to this charter King James declirtd that lie had found 1 
b) certain experience that the continuance of the said Compan) and trade wall nnt-r « 
not onl) be n ver) great honour to as our heirs and successors and to our realm 
and dominions but also m man) respects profitable unto us and our common 
wealth In this declaration as well ns m the provisions of the charter itself 
there w as certainty an additional security that the cxclusiv e priv lieges of the 
Compan) would not bo raslity infnn 0 e<L To this it ina) have been parti) 
owin 0 that the subscription for the sixth vo)ngc was the largest that had )et 
been made amountin 0 to £82 000 Tliree vessels were fitted out one of them 
the Ttadcs Increase of 1000 tons burden and the command was given to Sir 
Henr) Middleton who had made the second \o)nge lie set sail m the spriug 
of 1610 arrived in Sildanha Ba) on the 21tli of Juty and after doubling the 
Cape sailed northwards to the island ol Socotra. It would seem that the Red 
Sea and not India was the ordinal dc tination for the commander instead 
of continuing Ins course across the Indian Ocean left the Pcppo Coin the 
second largest of Ins vessels at Vden and then steered for Mocha where ho 
was induced to believe a read) market would bo found for all lus merchandise 
At Aden lie had been unable to procure ft pilot and had ventured for some 
distance within the Struts of Babelmandeb without one At last two Arabs rroceoi ■*» 
came aboard professing great skill in navigation Hn\m 0 been intrusted with M idiet” 7 
the pilotage the) ran the Trades Increase on a snndbanl shortly after the 
town of Mocha had been descried The subsequent proceedings leave little 
doubt that it was wilfulty done 

Sir Henry Middleton seems to have been little qualified for Ins command 
When the ship could not be got off tlie most valuable part of her cargo was 
sent ashore with the view of lightening her He afterwaids landed with man) 
of Ins people without taking any precautions for safety and as soon as the 
Arabs had completed their treacherous preparations found himself a piisoner 
in their hands Ultimate!) after losing man) of las men and remainm 0 a • 
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ao i6u consideiable time m captivity, lie obtained bis release, lecovered Ins ships, and 
sailed for Siuat, the load of which was leached on the 26th of Septembei, 
1611 Heie he foimd a Poituguese squadion, consisting of seven frigates 
lying outside, and of thnteen smallei vessels inside the bai They had heaid 

Arrogant 0 f l ns ariival m the Red Sea, and, though the English weie not then at wai 

clcinus oT 

the Portu with Poitugal, now made him awaie that they disputed Ins light to tiade 
at Surat, and would not even allow lnm to communicate with the Englishmen 
who had been left tlieie by Captain Hankins Tins aibitiaiy pioceeding the 
Poituguese adirmal justified on the giound that he was invested with the office 
of captam-majoi, an office which made lnm guaidian of all the jiorts m the 
north of India, and wan anted him m sei/mg all vessels which piesumed to 
tiade with any of them without Ins cat la oi peimit Anogant as this claim 
appeals, it is not to be denied that the possession of it by the Portuguese had 
long been lecogmzed even by the native couids, and that theiefore the captam- 
inajoi, whose income was chiefly denved fiom the fees paid foi these peimits, 
had, if not justice, at least piescnption on Ins side, when he insisted that the 
English vessels should letue if they could not pioduce a lettei fiom the King of 
Spam, oi Ins viceioy at Goa, authonzing them to tiade The peace existing 
at this time between Spain, Poitugal, and England, so far fiom weakening 
rathei strengthened the captain -majoi’s claim, because the chartei of the 
Company expiessly piolubited them fiom encioaclnng on the rights actually 
possessed by friendly Eiuopean poweis On the otliei hand, it may be aigued 
that the prolnbitoiy clause m the chartei applied only to the actual possession 
of places, and nevei could have been meant to lecogmze a light which, pushed 
to its extieme, would have warranted the Poituguese m excluding all otliei 
nations fiom traffic with any part of the continent of India Such a light 
would have made the Company’s ehaitei little bettei than waste papei , and 
we cannot therefoie wondei that Sn Henry Middleton at once declaied his 
deteimmation not to lecogmze it 


Reply to the 

captain 

major 


f- 


Captain 
Hawkins 
"visits the 
court of the 
Great 
■Mogul 


In the conespondence which ensued he told the captam-majoi that he had 
been sent by the King of England with a lettei and lick present to the Gieat 
Mogul, m older to establish the tiade which his countiymen had aheady com- 
menced, and that, as India was a country fiee to all nations, and neithei the 
Mogul noi his people weie undei vassalage, he was determined to perseveie, at 
all hazaids, and, if necessary, to repel foice by foice When he gave tins 
answer he was m the belief that an extensive and luciative trade had been, oi 
was about to be established by the Company at Suiat, but the information 
which he shortly aftei leceived convinced lnm that, for the piesent, all idea of 
establishing such a tiade must be abandoned 

It has been aheady mentioned that Captain Hawkins, who commanded the 
Sectot m the Company’s thud voyage, had, on ai riving at Suiat, found the 
prospect so flattering that he gave up the command to Ins fiist officei, and. 
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ordering the vessel to proceed for Bantam resolv ed to remain for the purpose of v n ie<x> 
establishing a factor} He lmd brought a letter from the King of England to 
the Great Mogul and believed he could not do better than proceed to Agra and 
deliver it m person. The character in winch he proceeded was somewhat 
ambiguous for though he speaks of himself os an ambassador he does not seem 
to have been furnished with Ins powers. His credentials however were deemed 
suflicient and his reception at court was so gracious that he was soon regarded 
as one of its leading favourites. The reigning Mogul at this time was Selim 
the eldest son of the great Vhbcr whose latter da}s had been so embittered bv 
Ins misconduct that lie had made an ineffectual attempt to disinherit him On 
mountm 0 the throne in IGOo Selim lnd assumed the pompous title of Jcliangii 
or Conqueror of the World but did nothing to justify it He was u» fact a 
capricious tyrant, of low dissolute habits who owed his continued possession of 
the crown not to an} talent or virtue m himself but to the respect entertained 
for lus father s memor} and tbo good order which during his long reign had 
been established in ever} part of the empire. 

Hawkins who must have had some previous knowledge of the Mogul s 11 wkln * 

1 boeonie* 

character and could not have been long at court without obtaining a thorough rtwieit 
insight into it ought to hav e been upon Ins guard but elated with the fami stegtu 
barit} to which he was admitted he deluded lumself w ltli the idea that he was court 
about to make his fortune. Kot long after his arrival which took place lGth 
April 1609 Jcliangir after promising to grant nil the privileges of trade winch 
he asked for the Compan} proposed that ho should remain pcrmnnentl} with 
lnm ns the English representative at a salar} which was to begin at £3200 and 
increase } earl} Tho bait was tempting and Hawkins at once swallowed it. 

His motives are best explained b} lumself in n letter addressed to his emplo} ers 
I trusting upon Ins promise, and seeing it was bcneficmll both to m} nation 
and mvselft being dispo sessed of the benefit which I should have reaped if I had 
gone to Bantam and that after lialfe a doozen of } ctres, } our w orslups w ould 
Bend another man of sort in m} place in the mcane time I should feather m} 
neast and do }ou service and further perceiving great injuries offered us bv 
reason the king is so farro from the ports for all which causes above specified 
I did not thinl it amiss to } leld unto Ins reque t 

When he had thus }icldcd he began to feel some of the inconveniences of 
court favour Being regarded as a mere upstart his elevation gave umbrage to 
mmy of the nobilit} while several Portuguese Jesuits who possessed consi 
derable influence at Agra mtn 0 ued with the greatest zeal and perseverance 
for the purpose of defeating the great object of Ins mission In these intrigues 
they were so unscrupulous that Havvkias thought he had sufficient proof of a 
conspiracy to poison lum Being still high in fivour he stated his fears to 
Jthan 0 n who proposed a rather cunous remed} Tho king he sa}s was vocert» 
very earnest with me to tal e a wlute ma}den out of Ins palace promising that th m gui 
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ad igo 9 he “would give hei all things necess.ii}’, with slaves,” that “shee should turne 
Chustian,” and “by this meanes mymeates and dunked should he looked into by 
them, and I should live without feme” Hawkins ob]ected to the maiden pro- 
posed, “in legaid she was a Mooic,” but he added, “if so bee theie could bee a 
Chustian found, I would accept it” Jehangn took him at his woid, and pio- 
duced the oiplian daughtei of an Armenian Chustian, a captain who had been 
highly esteemed by Akbei “I little thought,” s.i}s Hawkins “a Chustian s 
daughtei could bee found but now, “ I seeing she w as of *-0 honest a descent, 
liavmg passed my woul to the king, could not withstand my foi tunes AVheie- 
foie I toolce liei , and foi want of a mimstei, befme Chustian witnc^e-* I mai- 
lyed hei the pnest was my man Nicholas, which I thought had beene law full, 
till I met with a pieachei that came with Sn Heni} Middleton, and lice 
shewing mee the enoi, I was newl} manned againe so c\ei aftci I Jrved 
content and without feaie, shee being willing to goe where I went, and h\e as 
Hived” 

uitmnto This mainage, though enteied into undei uninomising cucumstances, appears 

of Hankms. to have pioved happy If so, it was the only good thing which Captain Haw- 
kins obtained at Agia Instead of being able, as he had hoped, to leathei Ins 
nest, he ultimately found that he had onl} been building castles in the au The 
salaiy piomised him was nevei paid, and com tiers bnbed by the Poituguese, 
having succeeded m convincing Jehangn that a bleach with them would piove 
more pernicious than a league with the English piomised to be beneficial, the 
fickle and unprincipled monaich cancelled all the pi onuses he had made of con- 
feirmg commeicial pnvileges on the English, and left Hawkins to find his way 
to the coast as he best could. 

Return of Such w’as the information which made Sir Hemy Middleton despau of being 

suddieton able to estabhsh a factoiy at Siuat If he had continued to have any doubts on 

Redsea the subject, they would have been dissipated by the natives themselves, who, 
while they assuied him of then anxiety to trade, confessed that so long as the 
Poituguese letamed then ascendency, they duist not ventiue to mem then 
displeasure Then advice theiefoie was, that the English vessels should qiut 
Surat foi the poit of Gogo, m the Gulf of Cambay, wlieie, it w’as said, the Por- 
tuguese would be less likely to mterfeie Su Hemy Middleton had another 
plan m view, and, aftei succeeding m talong on boaid Captain Hawkins 
and lus wife, w r ho had ai lived fiom Agra, and the Englishmen wdio had been 
left at Suiat, called a council foi the pm pose of detei mining then futuie course 
At this councd, says Sn Hemy, “I piopounded whethei it weiebest togoefiom 
hence dnectly for Pnaman, Bantam, &c, 01 to leturne to the Red Sea, theie to 
meete with such Indian sluppes as should be bound tlnthei , and foi that they 
would not deale with us at then owue dooies, wee having come so fai with 
commodities fitting then countne, nowhere else m India vendable, I thought we 
should doe ourselves some light, and them no wiong, to cause them bartei until 
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us — w ee to take their mdicoes and other goods of theirs ns the) -were worth a d len 
and the) to take ours in lieu thereof The litter proposal though carrying 
injustice and spoliation on the very face of it was unannnousl) preferred b) the m * 
council and the ships of a Company m\ ested h) the crown with exclusiv e rroceed!r ' s! 
pnv lieges for the purpose of carrying on a legitimate trade deliberate!) set out 
on a marauding expedition which airtuall) made every man connected with it 
a pirate. 

While Sir Henr) Middleton was thus detaining and rifling nil the vessels 
from India which were so unfortunate ns to fill into his hands other three 
\cssels — the Gloic Hector and Thomas — fitted out under the auspices of the 
Company sailed from England on the 18th of Vpnl 1G11 under the command 
of Captain John Saris. Like those which Sir Henr) commanded their first 
destination was the Red Sea. As a means of securing a fa\ ourablo reception at 
the different ports with vv Inch trade might he attempted a firman or pas3 lmd 
been obtained from the sultan at Constantinople b) the inten ention of the * t h 
Ln 0 li>h ambassador there. In tins document addressed to all the great wee- J nn k|l,h 
roys and beglerhegs who are on the wa) (both b) sea and land) from m) most 
happy and imperial throne to the confines of the East Indies, they are stnctl) 
enjoined kindh and courteous!) to entertain and receiv c the merchants and 
subjects of Great Britain coming or passing through or b) any of our dominions 
with a view to trade to the territories of \emcn Aden and Mocha and the parts 
adjoining b) assisting and relies mg them with all things necessary for them 
selves their men and ships and m genera! b) yielding unto them such offices 
of bene\ olence and 
humanity as shall he 
meet and convenient 
to be yielded unto 
honest men and stran 
gers undertakin 0 so 
long and painful a 
■voyage 

Fortified with this 
recommendation Cap 
tain Sans had nntici 
pated little difficulty 
xn opening a traffic 
with the subjects of 
the sultan in the Red 

Sea and was therefore mortified when on arriving at the island of Socotra hetiu&sni 
received a letter which had been left by Sir Henry Middleton acquainting him 
with his proceedings and warning lam against Turkish treachery Though lus J it t h5Ii ‘ 1 
hopes of peaceful trade were now faint lie determined to test the efficacy of lus 
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fiiman, and with that view sailed duectl} foi Moch.i His icception was 
encoui aging , and, by judicious management and the exeitise of foibe.nance, past 
■jealousies and feais might have been foi gotten, but thue seems to hate been 
little smceuty on eitliei side, and S.uis, on meeting tt ith some obstructions, liastil} 
quitted thepoitand letumed to the Stiaits of Babclm.indeb TTne lie found 
Sir Hemy Middleton engaged m pillaging, and instead ot lepudmting his pio 
ceedmgs, was tempted to become a sli.nci in them Sn Hemp’s account of tlie 
unworthy compact foi “ lomagmg the Indian ships isasfollotts "At last tie 
agreed and sealed it m tnitmgs mtei changeable, that he should hate one third 
part of what should be taken, paying foi the same as I did, foi the savice of 
Ins three ships in the action leaving the disposing of the ships afterward to me, 
who had sustayned the wrongs ” 

When, by means of these violent proceeding-., flunsil} disguised undei the 
name of baitei, the depiedatois had possessed tin rn*»eh es of a snfhcient quantity 
of Surat cloths and othei Indian goods, foi which a lend} mniket could be found 
m the Eastern Aiclnpelago, they set sail in that direction S 11 Hour} Middleton 
was again imfortunate , and aftci learning that the 'l'l ode's Incicn^c, which he 
had oidered to follow while he went foi waul with the Peppa -Com, had been 
wrecked on a coialieef, died lnoken-lieuited at the isle of Mnclnan, one of the 
Moluccas Captain Sans, aftei spending some tune in the same gioup, sailed 
for the isles of Japan, where the Compaii} had lesohed to establish a factory 
On the 1 1th of June, 1613, he cast anchoi near Firando Though he found the 
Dutch alieady installed, and disposed, not only to watch, but to thwart his 
proceedings, a lettei fiom the King of England, and a valuable piesent to the 
emperoi, proem ed lnm a favourable reception, and he had little difficult} m 
making anangements foi peimanent tiade The voyage commanded by Sn 
Henry Middleton, notwithstanding the loss of the T icicle's Tnci case, yielded 
121 per cent , that by Captain Sans, 218 per cent But it is evident fiom the 
above account of then pioceedmgs, that these returns lavs e no title whatevei to 
he classed, as they usually aie, undei the head of meicantile piofits 

About the same time when Captain Sans set out on Ins voyage, a snnde 
vessel, the Globe, had been despatched from England, undei the command of 
Captain Anthony Hippon Her course, diffenng eonsideiably fiom that •which 
had hitheito been followed, deseives to be tiaced Aftei touching at the Point 
de-Galle, on the island of Ceylon, the Globe, instead of pioceedmg dnectlv to 
Bantam, turned northward into the Bay of Bengal, and followed the line of the 
Coromandel coast, which was thus visited by a Company ship foi the fiist time, 
though it had long befoie been frequented by both the Poituguese and Dutch 
On arriving at Pulicat, Captain Hippon, wnth the sanction of tlie native 
authorities, sent some of his people ashore, and was making anangements foi 
trade when the president of the Dutch factoiy, producing a document said to 
have been executed by the King of Golconda, and conferring tlie exclusive 
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prepaung for a second Sucli being liei feelings, slie would doubtless have 
insisted that the Company should eithei carry on then operations on a giander 
scale, or resign their exclusive pmnleges Had they chosen the formei alter- 
native, she would have backed them with all the powei of her government, 
and they would have had no leason to complain of unrediessed mj lines by 
Dutch or Poituguese "Very diffeient was the conduct of Krng James, whose 
pusillanimity only encouiaged aggression, and left the Company unaided to 
battle with then fonnidable opponents To this cause, doubtless, is mainly to 
be ascnbed the unsatisfactoiy piogiess which the Company had yet made In 
almost every poit which they visited, they found European livals piepaied to 
undermine them by intrigue, 01 crash them by open violence 

The course which the Company ought to have taken m such cncumstances 
is very obvious, though it was long befoie the} 1- summoned courage to adopt it 
Instead of sending out a few stiagglmg vessels, which weie unpiovided with 
the means of repelling insult and outiage, the}'' should have fitted out a fleet, 
and aimed it fully with all the munitions of wai Some such resolution appears 
to have been adopted m piepaiing foi the eighth voyage, which consisted of the 
Dragon and Tloseander, 01 Osiando, afteiwaids joined by the James and 
Solomon, and was commanded by Captain Thomas Best The two fiist vessels 
sailed from Gravesend on the 1st of February, 1612, and arrived m the Sivally 
oi load of Suiat m the beginning of Septembei Notwithstanding the dis- 
couiaging account given by Captain Hawkins, little difficulty was found in 
opening a communication with the town , and Mr Kerndge, who appeal’s to 
have been a factoi m the 0 slander, was soon able to put Captain Best m 
possession of a sealed certificate giving the English authonty to tiade As it 
wanted some of the lequisite foimalities, some doubts weie entertained of its 
validity and befoie these weie solved the Portuguese again made then appear- 
ance Besides an immense fleet of meichantmen, numbering 200 sail, and giving 
a striking idea of the extent of tiade which the Poituguese must then have 
earned on with the north coast of India, theie weie foui wai galleons, which 
had come with the avowed determination of expelling the English Captain 
Best was well piepaied foi them, and deeming it unnecessaiy to wait till he 
was attacked, at once assumed the offensive On the 29th of Novembei, placing 
himself m the Di agon, about two cables’ length from the Poituguese vice- 
arlmnal, the depth of watei not allowing him to go neaiei, “I began,” he says, 
“to play upon him with both great and small shot, that by an home we had 
well peppeied him ’ The following day the fight was lenewed, and with still 
more success on the pait of the English, who again defeated the Portuguese, and 
diove “ three of then foure shippes on ground on the sands thwart of the Bane 
of Surat These having again been got off, the Poituguese attempted lepeatedly 
to lepan then disgrace, but always with the same lesult 

The success which the English had thus gained over a supenoi foice, proved 
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far more efT'ctunl tluin their previous attempts nt negotiation nnd Jehnngir ai> ims 
becoming ns anxious to wrctin. their alliance iw he had previously been indif 
ftruit or averse to it entered into a treatv in rigular firm flic principal 
clauses m this trvaty wen — That the English should have full freedom of trade Iv '*’ tr '» , r 
m his dominions tint their penons, while ashore should be protected from m<v>i 
the Portugiiesj that their imports should jwv only 3J p< r cent ns cu toms 
that in cases of death no fees shoal 1 Ik. d manded an 1 the goods of the 
deceased should Is* dtlivtred wp to the first I n e hsh ships which mi^ht (ml sc 
qucntlv arrive that m cv-es of w rong min. as should K sptvddy ohtmncd and 
tint nn Publish amKa.ssa<]or (dinnl l Ik. rvcxivi 1 nnl pennitt^l to irsul nt the 
Mogul court This mq-ortant treatv woes finallv delivered with much fi rmabtv 
to taj tain lk^t nt Swnllv on tin Gth of P 1 ruan 1 Gl*l 

A great object had now been game l The lortugue** claim to control the 
trn lc ha 1 been expres lv disow tied by Hu Gnat Mogul himself and a j*.nnnnent 
footm 0 Ini Ihhu secured in mini largo cnmimmnl unjKinmns, where coitsi 
derablc sali*s of In Uh goods could Ik inah on favourable tenns mid nu 
unlimited Rtippls obtained of the go< Is h> t fitU 1 botli for the home market 
and for Imrtor against the Rpict-s of the Indian Inhiptlago I he affairs of (he 
Coinjeam thus asvumcd a more promt in 0 npjHamnce than thc\ had ever 
pRsentesl before and capital f>r future investments Kgnu to flow into their 
coffers. It was FcnrceU j>os>ubh tint m thes. urcumstnnces, the de ultory 
inode of management lutlierto pursued could l»c continued and m the deltnm 
nation announced by the directors to abandon the Hvstcm of separate ndnn 
turcs and tn le in future on a joint Rtxh We sec nothing more than a necessary 
result of their nlten 1 and unproved position. 

Tlit resolution to trad in future on a joint htock under the immediate a cm- 
management of the Company must ln\e Ken favourably received as a sum i^t^u 
of £ 129 000 was raised for the puqws. and apportioned in out four 

sojn^cs which were to Mil succcssivclv in the sears 1G1T 1G1 l IGK anil 
1G1G The fleets were larger than lnd l>ctn prcvionslv employed the first 
two consisting of ei e ht a easels each the third of six and the fourth of Bc\tie 
rhcvoyn b es themselves j>os.y>vi littlo interest but the results though not so 
extravagant as when thc\ were swilled by the spoliation of native ships, were 
on the whole satisfactory as the average return of profit was S?j jar cent. 

The most nn]>ortnnt incidents which occurrel during the performance of theso 
\ 0 jn o cs were — a new encounter with the Portuguese in the road of Sw ally m 
January 1G15 when a large fleet under the command of the Viceroy of Goa 
in person hav in Q w antonly attacked the English was signally defeated with 
the Joss of 3*>0 men a declaration of war between the Portuguese ami tlio 
Great Mo e ul and a consequent strengthenm 0 of the rnghsh alliance with tho 
latter and the arrival of Sir Thomas Roe invested with full powers to act as 
ambassador from tho King of England. 
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\d 1015 Tins embassy, undei taken m siccoi dunce with out of tin stipulations in the 
tieaty above mentioned, had the mtu ost of the Company manly fot its object, 
and was theiefoic maintained enlncly .it tlun i xpensc .Sn Thomas Kot 
Embis.} of aimed in the end of 161 5, and continued to he a n-ndmt at tin* 'Sinful court 
n« Tll ° mM till the end of 1018 Though his mogm/td clniactei, and tin* judicious 
mannci in which he acted, g,i\ e linn ninth mote influeiue than Hawkins, it 
is impossible to lead Ins ]ouinul without bung L itisfn d that the Comp my, m 
employing an ambassadoi at all had commitb d n blnndi i Point inf Cnpicttc 
winch his position as ambassadoi would not allow bun to \ n Id, wue apt to 
bung lmn into collision w it !i the Mogul lmnsi If, oi tli. iugliu numbusof Ins 
coitit, and lie g.neitas Ins decided opinion, that ts tin obp < t of bis mission 
was only meicantile, a natne agent duly uithon/ed and munturud at an 
expense of 1100 n-ye.u would sceuie it bettu thin b n nmb is*, tdors 

"While thus candulh condemning the polite wind) hid made him atnb is<i 
doi, Sn Thomas Hoe lost no oppoitmnty of fuithiimg the mtu i.sts of the 
Company , and on sc\ end occasions, by iount»i winking mtngucrs **nd obtaining 
lecbess ot giieinnccs, undoubtedly contnlnitul to plan* tin Engli *h trade on a 
stable tooting, and piepue it loi the laigu »1*»\ « lopment which it at list 
leceived Still, it must lie confessed that the most ealuuble s* ruee which he 
lendered, was m wutmg a jouinal which makes iis intimately .mpi unted with 
all Ins transactions, and contains a most giaplne dosuiption oi Jelmngn and his 
couit The sulijcct has been alieade alluded to when mentioning the adien- 
tuies of Captain Hawkins, but the mfmnmtion of the jounul as well as that 
deuved Horn otlici souices, will pistify some additional details 
cimnotor ot Jeliangu, aftei succeeding his fathci in 160 5, made gieat pi ofossions ot 
.lehangir m0( j eia tion, but Ins bad habits soon lesumed then ascendency , and in the second 
yeai of Ins leign, on the suppiession of a lebellion, headed bv Ins eldest son 
Kliosioo, wlio claimed the tin one as the nominee of lus giandtatliei Akbei, lie 
gave full scope to Ins feiocity, by oulenng 700 of the captuiecl lebels to be 
impaled m a line leading fiom the gate ot Lalioie In the sixth yeai of Ins 
leign (1611), he contacted a mamage with iNui Jelian a celebiated beauty, 
whose husband had peiished m defending bis honoui against Jehangn s in 
tngues Tins event gave a colom to Ins futuie leign Hei ascendency oi ei 
lum was unbounded, and was employed by" hei less unwoitluly than might 
have been anticipated In eaily life lie had become excessively addicted to wane 
and opium, and wlule Hawkins lesided at bis couit, was so completely" enslaved 
by this vicious habit, that Ins daily loutine is descubed as follows “ His 
piayeis bemg ended, foiue oi five soites of veiy" well diessed and loasted meats 
aie bi ought lnm, of which, as lie pleaseth, he eateth a bit to stay" Ins stomacke, 
drinking once of bis stiong dimke Then lie cometli foitlie into a pnvate 
roome, wheie none can come but such as himself nommatetli In this place 
he dunketh other five cupfuls, which is the poition that tlie physicians alot 
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lmn This done he extetli opium and then he anseth and being in the height 
of his drmke he la) etli him dow no to sleep c\ er) man departing to his owne 
home, and after he hath slept two lioures the) awake him and bring his 
supper to him at which time he is not able to feed lnmselfe but it is thruste 
into Ins mouth b) others and this is about one of the cloche and then lie 
sleepetli the rest of the night 

The government of such a disgusting drunkard could not be well conducted 
and though the administrative talents of Ins wife lSur Jehan and the nnhtar) 
prowess of his son Pnnce Khurram afterwards better known b) his title of 
Shah Jehan prevented the confusion which must otherwise have taken place 
the court was a scene of constant intrigue and corruption was rampant in 
e\er) branch of the public service. Such was the stato of matters when Sir 
Thomas Roe arrived. On first landing at Surat he found the governor ennch 
mg himself b) seizing the goods of merchants, and insisting on their being sold 
to lum at prices of his own fixing On advancing into the interior he was 
ever) where struck with signs of devastation and neglect and on his reselling 
the court though he could not but be struck with the magnificence which 
surrounded the monarch as he sat on his throne all covered w ith diamonds 
pearls and rubies his admission to the drinking parties above described when 
with the exception of himself and a few grave personages scarcel) an individual 
remained sober soon convinced him how little dependence could be placed on an) 
arrangements that could be made with one who was so little master of himself 

Even at the time of Sir Thomas Roes residence Jeliangirs sons, convinced 
that his drunken habits must speedil) terminate his life had begun to intrigue 

for the succession — — — 

and yet such was ^ ^ 

the strength of lus _ \ 

constitution, that ^ 

Ins reign was pro 
longed for other ten 
)ears and did not 
terminate till 1G27 ^ ^ 

During part of this 
time indeed he 
could scarcely be 
said to possess the 
throne as his sons 
were openly at war 

either with him or with each other and the year before he died lie was some 
months a pnsoner in the hands of one of lus generals. On regaining Ins liberty 
he set out on Ins annual visit to Cashmere but bad not long arrived before be 
was seized with a violent illness and died on the way back to Lahore 

Vol I 33 
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Progress of ttie Company a trade -Proceedings in tlie Persian Gulf — New joint stock — Arrangement 
with the Dutch — The council of defence — The massacre of Amboy na 



A D 1617 


Their 
dealings in 
Persia 


; Y the tieaty with the Gieat Mogul, the Company had not only 
gamed full access to the continent of India, hut been enabled to 
anange a legulai couise of intei changes, fiom •which a great 
increase of meicantile piofits was anticipated. At Suiat, though 
1 the sales of English imports were limited, reasonable pm chases 
could be made of the cloths and othei goods which weie m gieat demand at 
Bantam and othei stations established in the Indian Aiclnpelago, and could, m 
° { consequence, be advantageously exchanged agamst peppei and othei spices, 
trade which weie at first regarded as the most impoitant staples of the Eastern tiade 
With the view of extendmg these exchanges, othei stations along the coast of 
India weie gradually adopted, and the vessels of the Company began regulaily 
to frequent all the leading ports both on the Malabai and the Coromandel 
coasts, and still further north to the mouths of the Ganges 

The ample scope for traffic thus affoided was moie than sufficient to give 
full employment foi all the capital which the Company had } r et been able to 
raise, but then ambition appeals always to have been laiger than then means, 
and they resolved to turn then attention to Peisia An important tiade with 
this countiy had long been earned on by the Levant Company, but wai had 
begun to rage between the Turks and Persians, and the usual channel of mtei- 
course bemg thus interrupted, it was lesolved to take advantage of the circum- 
stance, and endeavour peimanently to transfei the trade from the Levant to 
the Pei sian Gulf The attempt thus to mterfeie with the monopoly of anothei 
Bntish charteied company was lather ungenerous, and it may have been partly 
on this account that Su Thomas Roe not only decidedly disappioved of it, but 
endeavoured, on Ins own responsibility, to pievent it from bemg earned into 
effect The flattering representations of the factois of Surat, liowevei, pi evaded , 
and a vessel was despatched to the port of Jask, situated a little east of the 
entiance of the Peisian Gulf, with a small sum of money, and a caigo of English 
broadcloths, kerseys, lead, tin, non, cutlery, &c, to be exchanged foi Peisian 
silks The adventure pioved successful, and ultimately a legulai trade was 
established between the Persian Gulf, Surat, and Bantam 

It had been foreseen that this tiade could not be established without coming 
Portuguese into fieice collision with the Portuguese, who had long possessed it as an exclu- 
sive monopoly , but the signal successes which had been gamed ovei them when 
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the} attempted to pre\ ent the establishment of an English factor} at Surat ad icit 
appear to have satisfied the Compan} and thur agents tint Portuguese hostility 
was rather to be courted than feared ns, in nil probability n rich han cst of 
prizes would bt made The cv ent prav cd ns had 
been anticipated. The Portuguese now m n 
state of rapid decline, made pretensions and 
endeavoured to support themb} hostilities which 
onl} led to their discomfiture and the} lnd tho 
mortification of seeing the T nglisli notonty secured 
m their trade but m high favour at the Persian 
court, and formall} leagued w ith its monarch in 
nn offensive and dtfensiu, nlltanco 

TIic five onrable aspect which the affairs of the 
Compan} now bore lnd a \ isible cfiect m ftllin 0 
up the subscription to a new joint stock, w Inch 
started m 1G17-18 with the largo capital of £1 600 000 At this tune the 
number of proprietors of stock amounted to and the number of ships s* 
possessed b} them is stated at thirty six of 100 to 1000 tons burden. The capital 
subscribed was allotted to three a o} ages the first const tin 0 of nine and each of 
the other two of ci e ht ships Before the last of these a 0 } ages was undertaken 
a remarkable change took place in the nrrnn 0 emcnts of the Compan} 

In tho Eastern islands the Dutch not onl} claimed supremnc} but liad 
nctuall} established it The} had however tncitl} acknowledged the Compan} s mi 
right of traflie nt least to a limited extent and nutmegs mace and cloves 
formed part of tho usual returns imported from the Last into 1 nglnnd 1 he 
larger scale on which the Compan} s operations were now about to be earned 
onhwmg afforded the Dutch a pretext for \ntcrfurvng the} plain!} vutvvaated 
their determination to reserve the trndo in the finer spices ns nn exclusive 
monopol} llic} rested their claim on tho fact that the} had conquered the 
Spice Islands from tho Portuguese and being in actual possession of them had 
aright recognized b} the \er} charter of tho London Post India Compan} to 
debar all other parties from frequcntin 0 them So satisfied were the} with the 
validity of this claim that instead of regarding tlicmschcs ns unlawful nggres 
sors in the violent steps which the} bad tnl cn to exclude the Lnglish the} 
assumed the character of complniners nnd m 1618 presented a memorial to 
King James in which after stating wlint the} called thur grievances the} 
praved for redress of past and a prohibition of future encroachments. Then lwJ 
London Last India Compan} told a verj different tale nnd after enumerating 
the various forms of obstruction and oppression to w Inch they had been sub 
jected in carrying on their trade at Bantam where thur right of factor} could 
not be disputed and in endcavounn 0 to extend it to islands over which the 
Dutch could not pretend to have established an} exclusive authonty the} 
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besought the lung to inteifeie in then behalf, and pioteet them against a uolcnce 
which, though unpiovolced, had become intolerable 

It was impossible that matters could leninm as they avere, but King James, 
in accoidance with his usual policy, only tcmpon/ed by engaging m a course 
of intiicate and piotiacted negotiation Ultimately, a hind of understanding 
was amved at, and an agi cement, acquiesced m by all pat tie-, v, as fonnally 
concluded at London on the 7th of July, 1610 The leading stipulations were, 
that all excesses on eitliei side should be foigiaen, that the ship-* and piopeity 
which had been seized should be mutually lestoied , that each nation should 
have the free pmulege of tiade to the East, -without am limitation as to the 
capital winch might be employed, that both companies should stmc* to dimmish 
customs and othei exactions, and legulatc the maihct by ptnchasing at prices 
pieviously ananged by common agents, th.it, m sharing the purchases thus 
made, the pepper should be equally dn uled betw een the comp tines, but only 
a thud of the finei spices should be apportioned to the English, that tin foils 
actually built should icmain a\ ith then piesent possc-soi*s, but that all future 
foits acquued m the Moluccas oi elseaaheie by the common industiy oi common 
foice should be possessed and gamsoned jointly , and that attempts should be 
made at the common expense to establish tiade m new place--, and especially 
m China In oidei to giae effect to this tieaty, which was to last foi twenty 
y r eais, a special macliineiy r was ob\ lously lcquned Aceoidmgly, a “Council of 
Defence” was mstituted It consisted of eight members, fom tiom each company , 
and to make the equality still more complete, the members of each company 
were to pieside alternately To this council huge powers wcie committed 
Twenty ships, furnished m equal poitions by each company, wane to he mam- 
tamed foi wai purposes, and not permitted, except tindei special cncumstances, 
to he employed m the tianspoit of meichandise These ships, and moie if 
necessary, weie to be placed undei the immediate authoi lty of the council of 
defence, which was empoweied to distubute them at diffeient stations, and pio- 
vide for the maintenance of the sailois and soldi ers employed, by r handing ovei 
the proceeds of the dues and customs, paiticulaily m the Moluccas, to the 
treasureis of the companies When the vessels employ ed sustained damage by 
storm or similai misfoitune, the loss was to he home by the company' to which 
they belonged, but when they suffeied in the common cause, as in aval, a 
different rule was to be obsei ved, and lepaiation was to be made at the common 
expense To prevent the disputes avlneli might thus anse, each slap, when 
placed on the station, was to be valued, in oidei that, at any futuie time, the 
amount of deterioration pioduced duiing its employment on actrve seivice might 
be easily ascei tamed All questions ansmg betaveen the companies aveie to be 
settled by the council of defence, and m the event of then being equally 
divided, the soveieigns of the companies aveie to act as aibitiatois 

Had this treaty been honestly and candidly acted upon, it avould not only 
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have given tlie Dutch anti English a complete Bupremnc} m the East, hut pro- ad ie:a 
% ided equitabl} for their separate interests The t\s o-tlurds of the finer 6pices 
allotted to the Dutch could scarce!} be considered more than their exertions in '>«’* 
rooting out the Spanish and Portuguese entitled them to expect and the 
English who saw thcimcU cs in danger of being excluded altogether might 
have been satisfied w hen the} were secured in a certain portion which could 
not be diminished. The management* too was fmrh adjusted and it is not 
eas} to see how it was possible under such a management for one of the com 
pnnies to overrule the other Such however was the charge brought against 
their colleagues b} the English who complained that ever} thing a ague m the 
treat} was interpreted to their disadv nntage and that their funds were seized 
and appropriated to purposes in which thc\ had no special interest The truth 
seems to he that tliou 0 li both companies profe<*ed to acquie ee m the treat} 
neither of them was satisfied with it and hence both while eager to as ail 
tliemselv es of all the advantages which the treat} conferred had no scruple in 
endeavouring to evade the obligations winch it imposed The Dutch who 
believed that the} could casil} have driven their rivals out of the Molucca 
trade altogether grumbled at bein e compelled to cede a whole third of it while 
the English who had nev er at an} former period fitted out ten v essels on a 
single vo} age for mercantile purposes found it impossible to carr} on their 
trade while the larger portion of their capital was required to fit out vessel* 
foT wav purposes onl} The interest of the parties being thus apparentl} 
adverse it is eas} to understand how their former nvnlr} revived and their 
enmit} instead of being sup 
pressed became more inv cte 
rate. This fact was soon to 
be demonstrated b> a fearful 
traged} 

In the island of Amboyna 
the English under the nutho 
nt} of the treatv had estab- 
lished a fictory and several 
agencies, riie whole power 
however was in the hands of 
the Dutch The strong castle 

C k -t , , Ca5TLZ o A otna.— M r*i Ac • Royal Library Bnti»h Muse m 

ot Amboyna which they 

possessed at the date of the treat} remained under their own entire control tat f 
throughout the island the} far outnumbered all other Europeans and m its Amboy 
harbours were ships of war os well as merchant vessels on whose assistance 
they could confidently calculate in any cmcrgenc} In such circumstances 
there was no external force from winch they could seriously apprehend any 
danger and yet on the ground that a conspiracy had been formed for the 
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ad 1023 puipose of wresting tlie island from them, the Dutch authorities pioceeded, m 
the name of law and justice, but in gioss and manifest violation of both, to 
peipetiate an atiocity which has left a stain on the national chaiactei 
a mas-acre Accoulmg to then own account, part of their gainson in the castle of 
Amboyna consisted of natives of Japan. One of these, having inclined suspicion 
by the minuteness of his mquiiies as to the state and defences of the place, was 
appiehended, and on examination divulged a plot, into which othei eight of his 
countiymen and the English in the service of the London East India Company 
had enteied, foi the purpose of seizing the castle of Amboyna, and thereby 
making themselves masters of the island. The Japanese, whose names their 
countiyman had mentioned while undei toiture, veie hist appiehended, and 
bemg subjected to the same homble piocess, not only confessed then own guilt, 
but implicated the leading membeis of the English factoiy Aftei a short 
intei val the English thus denounced weie seized, and, partly undei the terror 
of being tortuied, and partly undei the actual appbcation of it, confhmed the 
statements of the Japanese On the evidence thus extorted, a conviction was 
obtained , and sentence of death was not only pronounced, but actually inflicted 
on mne natives of Japan, one Portuguese, and twelve Englishmen Among the 
last were Captain Gabnel Toweison, the English agent at Amboyna, and several 
of Ins factors and assistants 

obtained 11 I 11 endeavouring to defend this pioceedmg, the Dutch dwell particulflily on 
by torture the umfoimity of the confession made by the unhappy suffeieis, but they omit 
to mention that, at the time when tortiue was inflicted, the answeis desued 
to be obtained weie actually suggested, and the accused, instead of being simply 
called upon to state the truth, were asked, while writhing m agony 01 thiea- 
tened with it, whethei they had not enteied mto the plot noth which the}' 
weie charged whether such and such pioposals had not been made wdietliei 
such and such plans had not been ananged and whether a paiticulai day, 
also named, had not been fixed for carrying them into execution In this way, 
not by fan intei logatones, but by a series of leading questions, the answeis weie 
made to assume a degree of consistency well calculated to conceal 01 disguise 
the monstrous absurdities winch the whole charge earned on the face of it It 
ought also to be borne m mind, that the confessions which had been extorted 
weie aftei waids solemnly retracted m the interval between the sentence and 
the execution, and that all the victims died piotestmg then innocence 
imqmty of Even admitting that the suspicion of some kind of plot was not altogethei 
groundless, the extreme measuies adopted by the Dutch authorities aie utteily 
incapable of vindication The danger, if it evei existed, vanished the moment it 
was discovered Wheie, then, was the necessity of hurrying on the tnal while 
the accused remained without the means of providing a pioper defence, oi 
of executing it, without allowing them the opportunity of bunging a sentence 
which they held to be iniquitous undei remew ? The Council of Defence, to 
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which all questions affecting the interests of the companies had been specially AT > w 
referred was still in existence. Where was the danger of a delay as Inch would " 
liase submitted the judgment to its reusal? These are questions winch the 
Dutch base found it impossible to answer and the blood} deed of Amboyno, 
perpetrated on the 27tli of February 1G23 therefore remains to this day justly 
branded as a massacre 

When tidings of the massacre reached England the public indignation was ^ 

inflamed to such a pitch that all idea of amicable arrangement was abandoned 
and e-ven King J imes, forgetting Ins lethargic and mean spirited policy began 
to talk openly of war lie had e\en issued letters of npnsal authonzmg the 
injured parties to seek redress at their own hands and seemed bent on measures 
still more decisis e when Ins inglorious career was brought to a close The Dutch 
dexterously availed themselves of the opportunities afforded by a new reign 
to protract negotiations and mannged to spin out a series of years making 
fair promises of giving redress but always evading the performance of them 
This crafty line of policy was only too successful m consequence of the embar 
rassments in which Charles I was soon m\ olv ed The seeds of a cimI war 
had been thickly sown in England even during his fathers lifetime and nil 
other questions became comparatively msigmiicant when once public attention 
began to be fixed on tlie great contest which was to decide the fate of the 
English monarchy 

W lule this dispute was pending the affairs of the Company were often at a duhctuu* 
very low ebb In the Indian Yrchipelago station after station was ah mdoned comp« y 
in order to escape from the oppression of the Dutch and in vnnous other 
quarters so many untoward e\ ents occurred that the Company unable to pro- 
secute any regular system of trade were obliged to rest satisfied with shifting 
expedients sometimes successful hut oftener productive only of disappointment. 

Their stock in consequence instead of commanding a premium could with 
difficulty he sold at a considerable discount It cannot be denied that amidst 
these discouragements much perseverance was displayed Every opening foi 
trade was eagerly embraced. When that with Persia threatened to prove 
unproductiv e the Red Sea was again resorted to and w hen misunderstandings 
with the Mogul endangered the factory at Surat new stations were found on 
the opposite coast of the Indtan peninsula. Here for some time the principal 
factory had its seat at Masulipatam but the extortions of the governor having 
become intolerable a new locality was obtained m 1G28 at Armegon situated 
on tlie Coromandel coast about seventy mdes nortli of Madras. The factory 
established at Armegon was substituted for that of Masuhpatnm and is remark 
able as the first station on the continent of India which the Company were 
permitted to fortify The advantage winch it thus possessed promised at one 
time to make it a great emporium but the situation prov ed inconv ement and 
the governor of Masuhpatam anxious to recover the revenue winch lie had lost 
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by the withdrawal of the Company’s tiade, offeied terms so favourable, that 
they weie again induced, to make that port their pimcipal station 

Duung these transactions the Dutch question continued open, and many 
attempts weie made, by commissionei s appointed foi that purpose, to obtain 
an equitable adjustment In pioportion, however, as the domestic difficulties 
of the king increased, the Dutch were emboldened to refuse rediess, and the 
Company, losing patience, took the lemailcable step of placing themselves in 
dnect communication with pailiament Hitherto they had existed meiely as 
creatures of the ciown, and on several occasions had been made to feel how 
little dependence was to be placed on its countenance and support King 
James, at the very commencement of his leign, vntually ignoied Queen Eliza- 
beth’s cliaitei, in the license by winch he empowered Sn Edwaid Michelbome 
to tiade ■within the piohibited limits , and on a subsequent occasion, even after 
he had made the charter his own by renewing and confirming it, he leagued 
with his worthless favourite, the Duke of Buckingham, in arresting the ships of 
the Company, for the puipose of extorting a shaie m the puze money which 
they weie alleged to have gamed when assisting the Peisians against the 
Portuguese m the capture of Ox muz As yet, King Charles had not been 
implicated m any overt attack on the pimleges 01 interests of the Company, 
but the sluggish manner m which he uiged their claim to redress for the injuries 
sustained from the Dutch must have satisfied them that, at the best, he was a 
very lukewarm fuend. It is not surpnsmg, therefore, that when, m 1628, the 
great struggle between the king and the pailiament assumed a definite shape by 
the presentation of the celebrated Petition of Right, the Company, impatient of 
the interminable delays to which they had been subjected, took the bold step 
of withdrawing then case from the exclusive cognizance of the crown by bung- 
ing it directly under the notice of the legislature Then memonal, prepared 
with this view, besides enumerating the haidslnps under which they laboured, 
founded then claims to public support on the benefits which they had, as a 
company, confeired on the nation The question as to the expediency of the 
peculiar pnvileges which their chartei confened was thus fanly laised, and 
would doubtless have been fully discussed had not the pailiament been sud- 
denly dissolved before the memorial could be taken into consider ation 

The memorial, implying, as it obviously did, a censuie on the dilatoriness 
of the crown, and amounting to what many regarded as an mterfeience with 
the royal prerogative, must have been very offensive to the king, but moie 
urgent concerns engrossed his attention, and he so far concealed his displeasure 
as not only to leave the chartered rights of the Company unimpaned, but occa- 
sionally to issue proclamations m their favour One of these proclamations, 


dated 19th Febiuary, 1631, deals with an internal abuse, and gives a stnkmg 


manifestation of the helpless, oi at least desponding state into which the Com- 
pany must have fallen before they deemed it necessary to seek the pioteetion 
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of the king against their own sen ants. Tlie plan originally adopted of giving a,d iesi 
an interest in each voyage to all the persona employed in it had never been 
abandoned and accordingly even common soldiers and sailors had been per 
nutted to trade on tlieir own account in certain specified articles. Tlie quantity 
of space allowed to each for this pm ate trade was a chest 4 feet long foot 
wide and H foot deep Under the cover of this permission it appears that 
smuggling was earned on to such an extent as both to defraud the public 
revenue and diminish the Company’s legitimate profits. Tlie proclamation 
specially directed against this smuggling w hereby the said Company s general 
nffurs arc of late much declined and decayed and the ndv enturers therein much 
discouraged intimates that in futuro greater vigilance will be exercised and 
calls upon all officers to exert themselves to the utmost against those who not 
satisfied with the specified amount of licensed traffic and the extraordinary 
great wages winch they (the Company) are accustomed to pay in tlieir employ Arjwnit 
ments were ungratefully and ungenerously undermining their employers by ru, 
driving a secret underhand trade. The abuse thus denounced was surely COTDrft r 
one with which the Company themselves ought to have been fully prepared to 
deal and it is almost piteous to sec them virtually confessing their incom 
petency by calling m extraneous aid to assist them in tlieir internal manage- 
ment Even without the aid of government it could not have been difhcult to 
strike at the root of tlie evil by withdrawing the license winch made its 
detection almost impossible and declaring that in future all the servants of 
the Company would be paid by fixed salaries and wages. Tlie v cry opposite 
course was adopted and the proclamation while denouncing the e\ il proceeds 
very preposterously to increase it by announcing that the license to cany on 
private trade instead of bem Q prolubited would remain as before in the case 
of the lower classes of serv ants, and in the case of the higher elates w ould bo 
extended so as to giv c many of them double the quantity of pm ate tonnage 
which lmd prev iousIv been allow cd. 

It w ould liav e been strange if the Company while proclaimin 0 their own cum 
incompetency and sanctioning gross mismanagement could have prospered even 
under favourable circumstances and unfortunately at this very time a senes of 
events took place which placed their affairs in great jeopardy Tlie Dutch had 
made good tlieir footing at Surat and greatly reduced the profits of the trade by 
a formidable competition. In the Persian Gulf where in addition to the ordi 
nary profits of trade the Company had obtained a permanent grant of half the 
customs levied at the port of Gomberoon tlieir position was endangered not only 
by a new succession to the throne but by an attempt of the Portuguese to 
recapture Ormuz In the Eastern Archipelago the spice trade had been almost 
extinguished and the factory of Bantam which ns it was the earliest had 
lon n held precedence of all the other stations of the Comp my became so unim 
portant as to be reduced to an agency dependent on Surat which alone w as 
Vox. I 34 
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a d 103 1 now governed by a piesidcnt and council "\\ lule thus bo'-ot w ith difficulties, 
the tiacle of the Company was bi ought almost to a stand in India b) the 
devastation of a laige poition of the count) y by a famine, followed as usual by 
a pestilence, and m England by the state of fonnent into which all minds weie 
now tin own by the appioaclmig cimI bioils 

rersevemneo The best thing that can be saul foi the Company dm mg this gloom) penod 
that they nevei abandoned themsehes to despair, and e\en while losing 
giound, weie always on the alert to iilce advantage of any fas ouiable opening 
which might occui In this way then success was oft< n greatei than they 
could have ventured to anticipate The new Persian monarch, Shah Sopln, 
issued finnans leinstatmg them m all their foimer pmileges including the 
giant of the customs of Gomberoon, which, m 1632, yielded as the Company s 
shaie 550 tomands, a sum equal to £16.10 stcihng In the same )car the 



General View oi Masuiuatam — ChunhiH* Collection ufltnngei 


factoiy at Masulipatam, which had been abandoned in consequence of the evtoi - 
tion and oppiession of the govemoi, was le- established on favourable conditions 
by the express authority of the King of Golconda, to whom the temtory 
belonged , while Annegon, though abandoned as a commercial emponum, 
acquired new importance from the additional strength given to its fortifica- 
tions A secuie asylum was thus obtained within the Bay of Bengal, to which 
the attention of the Company was now moie especially dnected 
Foundation Dining Sir Thomas Roe’s embassy to the Gieat Mogul Jeliangir, a finnan 
with Bengal had been obtained, m geneial teims authorizing the English to tiade m Bengal. 
The importance of the permission thus gi anted appears not to have been appie- 
ciated, and no use had been made of it wdien Jehangn’s leign terminated by lus 
death m 1627 Dm mg the leign of Ins son Shah Jehan, whose favoiu the 
English generally enjoyed, the idea of a Bengal tiade was levived, and m 
1631 a firman was obtained, wdnch thiew the whole tiade of the piovince open 
to the Company, subject to the lestnetion that then ships weie to lesoit only 
to the port of Piply or Peipley This place, situated on the Soobumelca ten 
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miles abov e its mouth and -within a short distance of the estuary of the Hooghl} a d 1035 
had a ver} indifferent harbour but possessed the important advantage of 
giving immediate access to a country of almost inexhaustible resources with 
an immense industrial population from whom an indefinite supply of the fine 
white cloths siuted equally for the English the Persian and the south eastern 
markets mi B ht at all times be obtained. The prospect of a revival of trade 
seemed in consequence so promising that new efforts were made and Bantam 
with the view of being again made a central emporium between the Indian 
peninsula and the Spice Islands was once more restored to the dignity of a 
presidency In the midst of this apparent success an event took place by which 
the aery existence of the Company was threatened. 


CHAPTFR III 

Truce with the Fortugue e— E tabl si me t of a r val omp ny— Settlement vr th the Dutch— State of 
th C mpany unde 0 mw 11 



^ S the contests earned on between the Company and the Portu ritp 
guese had long been productrve only of mischief to both a 
mutual desire for arrangement was felt Wlnle they were wast 
ing their strength the Dutch were continuing their successful 
career and threatening to involve them in a common ruin. In 
these circumstances little difficulty was found in opening a friendl} commum 
cation with the Viceroy of Goa and forming a truce which if approved b} their 
sovereigns might aft rwards he converted into a permanent treat} Under 
this truce which gave each of the contracting parties free access for all com 
merci il purposes to the ports and factories of the other the Companj natural!} 
anticipated a large extension of traffic and had begun to make the necessir} 
preparations with that view when the} were startled by the information that 
Iving Charles had granted license to a new body of mercantile adventurers for 
the speci il purpose of appropriating the advantages which the truce was expected 
to confer 

This extraordinary proceeding which took place m 1635 was probably the a own 
result of a v anety of causes. It maj he that Charles while he concealed lus granted t 
displeasure at the memorial which the Company presented to parliament in 1628 ” * Urad 
had never forgotten it and was therefore not unwilling to avail himself of the 
first opportunity which offered to take his rev enge The very bitter terms in 
which the past conduct of the Company is stigmatized certainl} savours of vm 
dictiveness. On different occasions his majest} had borne strong and willing 
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test im ony to tlie lionoiu and benefit which the Company had confcned on the 
nation at laige, wlieieas the establishment of a mal association is now justified 
expiessly on the giound that “in all this time, since the election of the sud East 
India Company, notwithstanding the manifold pmilegos gi anted to them, they 
had neithei so settled and planted trade in those pai Is, noi made any such foitifi- 
cation or place of suiety, as might give assurance 01 encouiagenrent to an), in 
futuie times, to adventuie to tiade thcic, neither had wc recused an) annual 
benefit from thence (as otliei pimees did), by reason of the Mid Compan) s 
neglect m foi tifymg” They “had merely intended and pursued then own 
piesent piofit and advantage, without pioviding any safet) 01 scttlednc^ for 
establishing of traffick in the said Indies foi the good of postei it) , oi for longer 
time than it should please the natives 01 inhabitants theie to permit the con- 
tinuance thereof” The conduct of the Compan) m this 1 expect is contrasted 
with that of the Portuguese and Dutch, who “had planted and foitified them- 
selves there, and established a lasting and hopeful tiade theie, foi the good of 
postenty, and by advantage thereof had not only rendered our subjects abiding 
m those parts subject to then rnsolencies and apparent injuries, but, in a 
manner, wrought them out of trade theie, which we found, not only by the 
complaint of divers of the adventurer's in that society, but pnncipally by the 
daily decrease of oui customs foi goods impoitcd from thence, which we could 
impute to notlnng moie than the saul Company’s supine neglect of dnco\ cry and 
settling of trade m diveis places in those paits wdieie they had a plentiful stock, 
and fan opportunities to have compassed and efiected it ” 

The charges thus lavishly brought against the Company were not wholly 
unfounded They had commenced with expenmental vo) ages, and shitted about 
from place to place, wandeiing ovei the whole extent of the In chan Ocean, from 
the Red Sea to the isle of Japan, without having secuied a single station which 
they could call tlieir own, and to which they could resoit as a secuie asylum m all 
emergencies They thus existed merely by sufferance, and when attacked, 'suc- 
ceeded only m a few raie instances m maintaining then giound Then conduct 
m this lespect was not dictated by motives of policy Sir Thomas Roe, it is 
true, had cautioned them against the election of foils, as incompatible with then 
prosperity as a mercantile company, and declaied that “if the empeioi would 
offer me ten I would not accept one ” But the Company had nevei adopted tins 
view, and would gladly have foitified if they had possessed the means The 
gieat difficulty was m the want of funds, which at no time sufficed foi more 
than to furnish the necessary investments They weie thus veiy much at the 
mercy both of native princes and European rivals, and when subjected to injus- 
tice, were obhged eitliei to oveilook it, oi to confine themselves to clamoious and 
unavailing supplications for rediess Claiming an exclusive light to the com- 
meice of more than half the globe, they weie bound to have achieved for 
themselves a much more dignified position 
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Admitting that the Company were thus far in fault it does not follow that a.d is 5 
Charles w as justified in the method winch he took to supplant them They 
were entitled at all e\ents to a three 3 ears notice and therefore ought not to 
have been threatened with violent extinction before e\ en a single note of warn 
mg had been gi\ en The truth is that Charles had now been brought mto that 
unhappy position from which he thought himself entitled to seek relief b} any 
means which promised to he successful, however much they might be at \ inanct 
with honour and equity He was engaged in the fatal experiment of attempt- 
in^ to rule without a parliament and having thus excluded himself from the 
only means of obtaining money by legal taxation was ready to snatch at anj 
expedient for repl enishin g Ins treasury There can be little doubt that the 
license granted to the nval adventurers afterwards known bj the name of 
Courtens Association was one of those expedients The truce recently con c ^ 
eluded with Portugal was represented os about to open up new sources of wealth 
and the king consulting only his necessities was deluded into the belief that bj 
means of a new body of adventurers a large and permanent addition might be 
made to his own revenue Sir William Courten a wealthy London merchant 
had the principal share in the new company and has hence given it its name 
He had lent large sums both to the king and Ins father and may possibly have 
cancelled part of the debt or granted a new loan in return for the roj al license 
It is plain however from the language employed that Charles 

had more than an indirect in ^~*j\ terest in the success of Courten s 

association. He speaks of the first voyage as havm e been partly 

undertaken at and by the charge and adventure of us and of our 

trusty and faithful servant En \ / djmion Porter Esq one of the 

grooms of our bedchamber and ^ authorizes the slups os an ensign 

that the} were specially employ Seai * ed by us to cany the union 
flag which our own ships and none but the ships employed m our particular 
service ought to bear 

The old Company naturally alarmed at the special favour thus shown to the R ® 
new adventurers and the open infringement of the exclusive pnvileges guaran e n t it 
teed to them by the charters of Queen Elizabeth and King James presented an 
earnest remonstrance but though they succeeded so far as to cause a new pro 
clamation to he issued in which the right of traffic conferred on the asso- 
ciation was restricted to such of those parts and places before named where 
the said East India Company had not settled factories and trade before the 
1 2th December 1635 they were so far from gaming their main object that 
the license originally granted onlj for a single voyage was extended to five 
j ears and declared to stand good ag unst all who might he disposed to challenge 
it any charters letters patents grants of incorporations or of any liberties 
powers jurisdictions pnvileges of trade or traffick or onv act of parliament 

Seal used by S Wllim Court a A so t n— MS v 1 I t II dj Tre U xn Lib of E I Hon e 
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ad 1635 statute, oidmance, proclamation, piovision 01 restriction, or other matter 01 
thing whatsoever to the contiaiy heieof, m any wise notwithstanding” The 
passage now quoted is curious, not only as evincing the king’s determination 
stienuously to support the new association, but as displaying the extent to 
which lie was prepared to stietcli his pieiogative, and to set at nought all the 
othei poweis of the state when they weie supposed to interfere with any of 
lus favounte piojects 

Depressed At the date of the second pioclamation, the ships fitted out for the fiist 

company voyage of the association were alieady at sea When they arrived at Suiat, 
the president and council, who had not pi eviously been mfoimed of the license 
which had been gi anted, were surprised above measuie, and utterly at a loss 
how to proceed They had been preparing to take advantage of the anange- 
ment which had been made with the Portuguese, and had paitly completed then 
investment with a view to it Now, howevei, they found themselves foiestalled, 
and vntually excluded from tlieir most hopeful maiket This disappointment 
was the more severely felt m consequence of the general stagnation of trade, 
which had been produced by the lecent famine and pestilence, and also of a 
very violent proceeding on the part of the Mogul emperor, Shah J elian, who, 
on learning that a vessel bearing Ins flag had been plundeied by a pnate under 
English colours, had imprisoned the leading membeis of the Suiat factory, and 
lefused to release them till they engaged to pay a very heavy fine Undei 
these circumstances, tiade was for a time almost entnely suspended While 
thus overwhelmed by adveisity, the Company had the additional dissatisfac- 
tion to learn that Courten’s vessels had made a prospeious voyage, and arrived 
in England with cargoes which would yield the adventureis a veiy piofitable 
return In a lettei addressed to their servants at Suiat, the govemoi and 
Company thus express themselves “Wee could wish that wee could vindicate 
the reputacion of ora nation m these partes, and do ourselves light for the losse 
and damage our estate m those partes have susteyned , but of all these wee 
must beaie the burthen, and with patience sitt still, untill we may find these 
fi owning tymes more auspicious to us and to our affayres” 

Attempt to For several subsequent years the Company remained m a veiy depressed 
joint stock state At one time the nvalship of Coin ten’s association, at anotliei time the 
encioackments of the Dutch who, no longer satisfied with then ascendency m 
the Eastern islands, were ambitious enough to aim at the establishment of it 
m all the leading ports of India absorbed all their thoughts, and foimed the 
subject of vanous petitions, m which they implored the government to intei - 
fere and save them from impending destruction Their importunity at last 
obtained a favourable heaung, and the privy council lecommended, as the 
most effectual remedy, that the license to Courten’s association should be with- 
chawn, on the undeistandmg that a new joint stock should be formed, on a 
scheme sufficiently large and liberal to piomise a gieat extension of the trade 
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In accordance with this recommendation the Compam proceeded to take the a d isio 
necessary step 1 * and issued a prospectus embodying the following propolis — 

1 Tint the subscription should be pn\ able by instalments, in four years and 
that it should be left to the majority of the subscribers to determine m what wunutto 
manner and b\ whom the business should be managed 2. Tlmt the Bubscnp j int loct. 
tion should be open to all persons ns well foreigners as English (ill the 1st of 
May 1C 10 3 That on nil past due instalments 1 i per cent per month should 

be levied as a fine till payment 4 That the minimum subscription should he 
by an I nglisliman £j 00 and by a foreigner £1000 6 Tlmt, in biding any 

share after the books were closed an Englishman should pay £20 and a foreigner 
£10 for lus freedom C Tlmt the old Company or nd\cntnrcrs in wlmt was 
called the third joint stock, should be allowed sufficient time for bringing home 
their property but be prohibited from sending am more stock to India on their 
former account 

The abo\e terms nrc fair and reasonable and under ordinary circumstances «•* u«w 
could hardly fail to lime been eagerly and generally accepted but troublous 
times were at band and few who possessed capital were inclined to expose it to 
the risks winch it would necessarily run dunng the struggles of a mil war 
W lien the date fixed for closing the l>ooks armed the whole amount subscribed 
was the paltry sum of £22 oOO The proposed scheme ha\ ing thus pro\ cd a 
complete failure matters returned to their former state and the Company 
were again left to fi 0 ht their battle single lmndctL W inlc thus engaged their 
course was chcckeied by prosperity as well ns ndscraty Under the former 
head n first phee mast be assigned to the acquisition of a new locality on 
the Coromandel coast This locality was the nucleus of wlmt was destined to 
swell out into the presidency of Madras. The acquisition was made in 1G40 on 
the most fmounble terms the wuL or go\ cm or of the district \oluntccnng 
to build a fort at Ins own expense at winch the English might settle and carry 
on their trade exempt from nil customs. So satisfied was Air Day a member 
of the factory of Masuhpatam who conducted the transaction w ith the naik 
of the salue of the ofler winch had been made tlmt ho immediately undertool 
the erection of the fort winch in honour of the naiks fnther rcccncd the name Fi™t*tti 
of Chenappa patan or Chenna patan still applied to it by thenatnes though inuir* 
Europeans from the first knew it only by the name of Fort St George Hie 
import ince of tins station soon became apparent and the decisno step winch 
Mr Day took in at once commencing operations was most fortunate ns it after 
wards appeared that the Company if they bad been prcaiously consulted would 
have withheld their sanction under a belief tlmt the state of their funds did 
not justify the outlay Another circumstance winch at this time had a fa\ our 
able influence on the Company s prospects w ns the o\ erthrow of the Spanish 
rule in Portugal which in consequence resumed its position ns an independent 
kingdom By this eient the fnendly relations already existing between 
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ad 1635 statute, ordinance, proclamation, piovision or restriction, or other matter or 
thing whatsoever to the contraiy lieieof, m any wise notwithstanding” The 
passage now quoted is curious, not only as evincing the king’s determination 
strenuously to support the new association, hut as displaying the extent to 
which he was prepared to stietch his pieiogative, and to set at nought all the 
othei powers of the state when they weie supposed to interfere with any of 
his favourite projects 

Depressed At the date of the second proclamation, the ships fitted out for the first 
company voyage of the association weie already at sea When they arrived at Suiat, 
the president and council, who had not previously been mfoimed of the license 
winch had been gi anted, were surpiised above measure, and utterly at a loss 
howto pioceed They had been preparing to take advantage of the anange- 
ment winch had been made with the Portuguese, and had partly completed then 
investment with a view to it Now, however, they found themselves foiestalled, 
and -virtually excluded from their most hopeful maiket This disappointment 
was the more severely felt m consequence of the general stagnation of trade, 
which had been produced by the recent famine and pestilence , and also of a 
very violent pioceedmg on the part of the Mogul emperor, Shah Jelian, who, 
on learning that a vessel bearing Ins flag had been plundeied by a pirate undei 
Enghsh colours, had imprisoned the leading membeis of the Surat factory, and 
lefused to release them till they engaged to pay a very heavy fine Under 
these circumstances, tiade was for a time almost entnely suspended While 
thus overwhelmed by adversity, the Company had the additional dissatisfac- 
tion to leam that Courten’s vessels had made a piosperous voyage, and arrived 
m England with cargoes which would yield the adventurers a very piofitable 
letuin. In a letter addressed to their servants at Suiat, the govern 01 and 
Company thus express themselves “Wee could wish that wee could vindicate 
the reputacion of our nation m these partes, and do ourselves light for the losse 
and damage our estate m those partes have susteyned , but of all these wee 
must beare the burthen, and with patience sitt still, untill we may find these 
fiowiung tymes more auspicious to us and to our affayres” 

Attempt to For seveial subsequent years the Company remained m a very depressed 
joint stock state At one time the nvalship of Courten’s association, at anothei time the 
encioachments of the Dutch who, no longer satisfied with then ascendency m 
the Eastern islands, were ambitious enough to aim at the establishment of it 
m all the leading ports of India — absorbed all their thoughts, and foimed the 
subject of various petitions, m which they implored the government to inter- 
fere and save them from impending destruction Their importunity at last 
obtained a favourable hearing, and the privy council lecommended, as the 
most effectual remedy, that the license to Courten’s association should be with- 
drawn, on the understanding that a new joint stock should be formed, on a 
scheme sufficiently large and libeial to promise a great extension of the trade 
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In accordance w itli tins recommendation the Company proceeded to take the a d mo 
neecssar) steps, and issued ft prospectus embod) ing the following proposals — 

1 Tint the subscription should be payable b) instalments, m four ) ears and 
tint it should be left, to the mnjont) of the subscribers to determine m what Att«mjtto 
manner and b) whom the business should be managed 2. Tlmt the subsenp j int ***. 
Ivon should be open to all persons as well foreigners as English till the 1st of 
Jfaj 1 G40 3 That on all past due instalments 1 $ per cent per month should 

be lev led as a fine till payment 4 That the minimum subscription should be 
b) an rnglisliman £o00 and b) a foreigner £1000 5 Tlmt in bujing anj 

share after the boohs were closed an Englishman should pa) £20 and a foreigner 
£40 for Ins freedom G Tint the old Compan) or ndv enturers in w hat was 
called the third joint stock should be allowed suflicient time for bringing home 
their propert\ but be prohibited from sending an) more stock to India on their 
former account 

The nbo\e terms are fair and reasonable and under ordinar) circumstances iur 
could hardl) fail to have been eagerl) and genemll) accepted but troublous 
tirae3 were at hand and few w ho possessed capital were inclined to expose it to 
the risks which it would nccessanl) run during the struggles of a civil w ar 
W hen the date fixed for closing the hooks arm cd the whole amount subscribed 
was the paltrj sum of £22 o00 The proposed scheme having thus proved a 
complete failure matters returned to their funner state and the Compan) 
were again left, to fight their battle single handed. M lnlc thus engaged their 
course wa3 checkered b) prospent) ns well ns adversit) Under the former 
head a first place must be assigned to the acquisition of a new local it) on 
the Coromandel coast This localit) was the nucleus of wlmt was destined to 
swell out into the pTesidcnc) of Madras. The acquisition was made m 1G40 on 
the most fwourablc terms the nail or governor of the district volunteenng 
to build a fort at his own expense at which the rnghsh might settle and cnrr> 
on their trade exempt from all customs. So satisfied was Mr Da) a member 
of the factor) of Masuhpatain who conducted the transaction with the nnik 
of the value of the offtr which lmd been made that he immediate!) undertook 
the erection of the fort which in honour of the naiks father received the name Fini *<u!«- 
of Chenappa patan or Chenna patan still applied to it 1>) the natives though ludra 
Europeans from the first knew it onl) b) the name of Tort St George The 
importance of this station soon became apparent and the decisivo step which 
Mr Day took in at once commencing operations was most fortunate ns it nftci 
wards appeared that the Compan) if the) had been prcviousl) consulted would 
have withheld their sanction under a belief that the state of their funds dul 
not justif) the outlay Another circumstance which at this time had a fav our 
able influence on the Company s prospects was the overthrow of the Spanish 
rule in Portugal which in consequence resumed its position ns an independent 
kingdom By this event the fnendl) relations alreadv existmg between 
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England and Portugal weie diawn closei , and the Dutch, having no longer 
any pietext foi continuing hostilities against the latter, w ei e obliged to with- 
draw the blockades, which, though nominally dnected only against Portuguese 
ports, had inflicted serious mjiuies on the English East India tiade 

Such weie the leading events which at this tune weie faiourable to the 
Company They weie, however, moie than counteibalanced by the unfa\our- 
able state of c affims both at home and abioad, and more especially by a heavy 
pecuniary loss inflicted on them by the long, who, m older to lelieve his 
necessities in 1611, fell upon the smgulai device of biding all the peppei in 
the Company’s stoies on ciedit, and selling it foi leady money The cpiantity 
of peppei was 607,252 bags, and the price agieed to be paid, at the late of 
2s 1 cl pei lb, amounted to £63,283, 11s lcZ , but the sales, made at the i ate 
of Is 8 d per lb, lealized only £50,626 The king thus sustained an appaient 
loss of above £12,000 bjf the speculation, but ultimately the Company weie the 
sole sufteieis The bonds which they had leceived fiom the fanners of the 
customs remained unpaid, and the only sum which they appear to have 
leceived was £13,000, which they retained out of the customs due by them 
Even this siun they weie not allowed to letam without question, as paihament, 
now at open hostilities with the Icing, did not admit that the bonds which had 
been gianted m payment of the peppei constituted an eflectual bui den on the 
public levenue 

Duimg the Civil war the tiansactions of the Company lemam almost a 
perfect blank The collection of money for investments could not be openly 
announced without endangering then confiscation by one or otliei of the con- 
tending parties, and the vessels were fitted out and despatched with as much 
secrecy as if they had been engaged m an illicit traffic Among the few T facts 
of importance which may be gleaned fiom the history of this period, aie the 
erection of a factory at Balasoie, situated withm the Mogul teriitones a little 
to the west of Piply, which had not lealized the hopes at one time entei tamed 
of it, and a considerable extension of the tiade of Madias, wdnch, though still 
suboidmate to Bantam, was rapidly outstuppmg it, and had aheady superseded 
Masubpatam as the principal factory of the Company on the Coiomandel coast 
For this prosperity Madias was mainly indebted to its fortifications, which not 
only gave security to the seivants of the factoiy, but induced many of the 
native merchants and artisans to settle m the town and the adjoining distnct, 
where they could always be suie of finding protection m times of commotion. 
All these advantages had been obtained at a very trifling cost, foi in 1 615 the 
whole sum expended on Fort St Geoige was £229 4t, and the estimate was, that 
not moie than an additional £2000 would be necessaiy to lendei it impiegnable 
to any attack by native forces 

Coui tens association, of which the Company had long complained as the 
woist thorn m then sides, aftei a short coiuse of piospenty had lapidly 
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declined The same causes which depressed the Company must have affected id ims 
them in a similar manner hut their misfortunes seem to have been far more 
owing to tlieir own misconduct After wandering about without an) fixed 
plan and committing depredations which subjected them to se\ere reprisals 
they resolved in 1646 to establish a colon} at St Augustine s Bay on the 
island of Madagascar The project injudicious in itself was altogether be) ond 
their means and proved a failure In order to relieve the embarrassments 
into which thev were thus thrown they had recourse to fraud and set up a 
mint at winch they corned counterfeit pagod is and nals. The cheat w as soon 
discov ered and so seriously damaged their character that the) afterwards found 
great difficult) m carrying on even a legitimate trade Not long after this rro r° eli 
transaction a proposal was made that the Compan) and the association should ti* 
forget their quarrels and amalgamate Had the Compan) been their own c mi 
masters they would never have entertained this proposal but a complete 
change had tahtn place m the political state of the kingdom and m the 
general uncertamt) which prevailed it was dangerous to danur to an) pro- 
posal which had the sanction of the dominant part) The king was now a 
prisoner in the Isle of "Wight and the cause of the parliament was everywhere 
triumphant The Compan) trembling for their charter endeav oured to meet 
the threatened storm b) proposing a new subscription in which thev made a 
curious effort at conciliation. In the prospectus issued while the public gene 
rally were restricted to a, certain da) for filling up the lists an exception was 
made m favour of members of parliament for whom the penod of closing was 
prolonged that they might have an opportunity to consider the subject and to 
become subscribers The device is said to hav e succeeded and the plan ® ™ 4 
obtained w> much of the approbation of the commons aa to amount to m mi i 
virtual recognition of the rights and pm lieges of the Company Accordingly 1 11 m 
the council of state— to which the questions at issue betw een the Company and 
Caurten s association which was now designated by the name of The Assada 
Merchants from their settlement on an island of that name near Madagascar 
had been submitted — while declining to give an) formal decision strongly 
recommended an amalgamation. 

In accordance with this recommendation, v arious conferences were held UllJ 

betw tl* 

between the managers of the tw o companies and a union was finally arranged «-«* t n 
The leading conditions were — That a stock of £300 000 should be subscribed c m P an 
within two months to be paid by instalments m four )ears that a valuation 
should be t then of all the houses shipping and goods belonging to the Compan) 
in India that the settlers on the island of Assada should he allowed to trade 
direct to an) ports of Asia Africa and America bnt not to trade from port to 
port in India that on tins continent a fortified station should be fixed on for 
both companies that all Indian goods spices &.C. should he joint property 
that salaries both in England and India should be reduced and that in the 
Vol I 35 
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futuie management of the joint tiade, a share of at least £500 should he neces- 
sary to give a vote It was of importance to obtain legislative sanction to this 
ariangement, and a petition to that effect was immediately piesented to the 
House of Commons It was taken into consideration on the 31st January, 
1650, but though the Company appeal to have hoped foi a distinct confiima- 
tion of then exclusive privileges, the utmost they could obtain was the 
cautiously worded lesolution, “That the trade to the East Indies should be 
carried on by one company, and with one joint stock, the management thereof 
to be under such regulations as the parliament should think fit, and that the 
East India Company should proceed upon the ai tides of agieement made 
between them and the Assada merchants on the 21st Novembei, 1649, till 
fmther ordeis fiom the parliament” 

Whatever may have been the political piedilections of individual members 
of the Company, they appear, as a body, to have been easdy reconciled to the 
constitutional changes which followed the execution of the king , and, on the 
14th of November, 1650, piesented a petition, addressed, in the language and 
spmt of the times, to “the supieme authority of the nation, the high couit of 
the Parliament of England” The great burden of the petition was the old 
complaint of ill usage from the Dutch, from whom rediess, though hitherto 
asked in vain “fiom the late kmg and his council, was now confidently antici- 
pated.” At this time the new government was evidently piepanng for a 
rupture with the Dutch, and hence, as the petition was opportune, it met with 
such a favourable leception, that on the very day on which it was piesented 
parliament adopted a resolution lefernng it to the consideiation of the council 
of state That the impiession alieady made might not be peimitted to die 
away, the Company endeavoured to keep their case before the view of the 
council by a senes of memorials In the first of these, dated 9th May, 1651, 
after lefemng to them petition, they renewed their giounds of complaint against 
the Dutch, and drew up a list of their losses, which they estimated at 
£1,681,996, 15s This was exclusive of interest, which it was alleged would 
amount to a larger sum than the principal In a second memonal, piesented 
m June, when the piobability of a Dutch war was stronger than evei, they 
expiessed then apprehensions for the safety of their homewaid bound fleet, 
consisting of five ships laden with valuable caigoes, and particulaily with 
saltpetre for the use of government , and prayed that ships of wai might be 
stationed off the Land’s End for the purpose of conducting then fleet m safety 
into the Downs In a third memonal, following close upon the othei, they 
took the boldei step of piaymg that powers might be given, under the gieat 
seal of England, to their presidents and councils m India, to enfoice obedience 
on all Englishmen withm their junsdiction, and to punish offendeis confoimably 
to the laws of England On the 29th of January, 1652, they again impoi tuned 
the council on the subject of then claims, because, knowing that ambassadois 
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from the Stoles general were then in England endeavouring to negotiate a a.d test 
treat) tlie\ felt that if the) lost the present opportunity of obtaining compen 
sation they might w ait in v am for another Ultnnatel) however the negotia 
tion havin^ fuled and open hostilities between the two countries having been 
declared their claims w ere again indefinitely postponed. 

At the verj time when the Dutch war broke out, it was npprehended that Euror«in 
the proceedings of Admiral Blake at Lisbon where part of the English fleet ^ 
which had adhered to the Ro) alists had been nttoehed might lead to a rupture 
with Portugal. The Compan) were thus in the perilous predicament of being 
attacked in India b) two nations at once while almost totall) unprovided with 
the means of resistance. To add to their difficulties a fierce v ar was raging 
between the Kings of Bejapoor and Golconda to the gruit obstruction of their 
trade on the Coromandel coast It is not to be wondered at that in these 
circumstances the Company ) xeldtng to a feeling of despondenc) refused to 
sanction an additional outla) on the fortifications of St George though it w as 
truly urged b) the agents there that these formed the onl) security to the 
inland trade and the principal protection to the shipping and that under 
certain firmans which had been obtained from the Isaliob of the Carnatic, 
au thorn m 0 them to purchase clotlis and other goods w ithout restriction in all 
parts of his government, the trade might be veiy largel) extended. 

The vigour and success w ith which the war w as prosecuted b) Cromw ell soon A^a^cy 
threatened the Dutch commerce m Europe with total destruction but m India inu Eut 
where their mantime and commercial nscendenc) had been long established 
the) completel) swept the seas. Shortl) after the declaration of war the) 
appeared off Swally with a fleet of eight large ships and might ensil) have 
annihilated the English establishment at Sunt had the) not been afraid of 
provokin 0 the hostility of the Great Mogul by ennying war into an) portion 
of Ins dominions Contenting themselves therefore with offering large bnbes 
to the governor and other officials to induce them to harass the English by 
obstmcting them in everyway the) set sail for the Persian Gulf where they 
not only put a stop to the luentive tnde which the Compan) had long earned 
on between Sunt and Gomberoon but captured three of their ships and drove 
a fourth on shore where she was totall) lost These disasters which mi 0 lit have 
been expected to disprnt the Company seemed rather to have roused their 
courage for they are found petitioning tlio government to lend them five or six 
fngates which the) would man and equip at their own expense and despatch to 
the East Indies for the purpose of making repnsals Tins warlike movement 
appears not to h iv e been encouraged and m fact soon ceased to be necessary as 
the Dutch now completely humbled were eagerly suing for a termination of 
hostilities After a negotiation during winch the Dutch became sensible that fence 
they would be obliged to submit to any terms which Cromwell chose to dictate °° 1 d<5i 
the peace concluded was ratified at Westminster Ctli April lGoi 
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In. the tieaty drawn np on this occasion the claims of the Company weie 
not foigotten. By the twenty-seventh article, it was agieed “That the 
Lords the States-geneial of the United Piovinces shall take care that jus- 
tice he done upon those who weie partakeis 01 accomplices m the massacre 
of the English at Amboyna, as the lepubhc of England is pleased to teim that 
fact, provided any of them be living” By the tlintieth article, foui commis- 
sioners weie to be named on both sides to meet at London, and “to examine 


and distinguish all those losses and injurys, m the year 1611 and after to the 
18th of May, 1652, aecoidmg to the English style, as well m the East Indies 
as in Greenland, Muscovy, Brazil, oi wherever else either party complains of 
having leceived them fiom the othei , and the paiticulars of all those mjurys and 
damages shall be exhibited to the said commissioners so nominated befoie the 
afoiesaid 18th of May, with this lestnetion, that no new ones shall be admitted 
aftei that day ” Should the commissioners not come to an agieement within 
three months, the whole case was to be submitted “to the judgment and 
arbitration of the Swiss Cantons,” who were authorized for that purpose to 
delegate commissioners, whose decision, given within six months, should “bind 
both parties, and be well and truly performed.” At the first meeting of the 
commissioners, held on the 30th of August, 1654, the English Company stated 
then damages at £2,695,999, 15s Strange to say, the Dutch contrived to 
exceed tins amount, and stated theirs at £2,919,861, 3s 6cZ Both statements 
were suppoited by a senes of accounts, but the commissioneis soon became 
satisfied that little dependence was to be placed upon them, and within the 
three months pronounced an award, of which the pnncipal findings were that 
the island of Polaroon should be lestoied to the English, and that the Dutch 
Company should pay to the London Company the sum of £85,000, and to the 
hens oi executors of the sufiereis at Amboyna the sum of £3615 
Its msigmfi It seems to be admitted that the award was fanlymade, and therefoie, 
cant amount ^p e com p ara tively paltry amount of the compensation is consideied, it is 

difficult to account foi the loud outcry which the Company had continued 
without interruption fiom the first years of their existence to make against 
the Dutch, as the mam authois of all the calamities which befell them Suiely 
less clamour might have sufficed, when the object merely was to obtain lediess 
foi losses winch, spread over the course of nearly half a century, had only 
reached the aggregate amount of £85,000 When the sum was paid, many 
questions arose as to the mode m which it was to be apportioned among the 
piopnetors of the diffeient stocks by which the voyages of the Company had 
been fitted out A protracted and ruinous litigation might have ensued, had 
not Ciomwell alarmed all the claimants, and united them as m a common 
dangei, by pioposmg that in the meantime the money should remain with 
him as a loan The Company pleaded the general state of then affans, and 
the depressed cncumstances of many of the individual claimants, as reasons 
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for not lending the whole sum, and proposed to receive £3o 000 m hand and a.d 
to express their gmtitude to the Protector by lending hun the remaining 
£50 000 on the understanding, that it was to ho repaid in eighteen months 
by instalments. The final apportionment of the sum among the claimants w as 
left to the decision of fi\c arbiters specialty appointed for that purpose. 

After the arrangement made with Courtens association the Company rn ilfgr. 

* bUl «din 

began to trade on w hat was called a united joint stock and w hue contending Dermal, 
with man) difficulties made some arrangements w Inch contributed greatty to 
their ultimate prosperity Among others may he mentioned the obtaining of 
a firman which in return for a payment of 3000 rupees (£300) gu\o them the 
pm dege of free trade m Bengal without payment of customs. These very 
favourable terms which were obtained in 1 Cal the) owed to the influence of 
Mr Gabnel Boughton who when English surgeon to the factor) at Surat had 
gained the favour of Shah Jelian b) the cure of one of his daughters and at a 
later period resided m Bengal ns the medical attendant of the go\ emor Prince 
Shuja Shah Jelian s son. While new facilities for trade were thus opened up 
in Bengal the Coromandel coast was not ov erlooked and m 1 Go 4 the important 
step was taken of raising Fort St George to the rank of a presidenc) In tlio 
use of these and similar ad\ antages, the Compan) might soon lmvc repaired nil rmu <y 
tlicir disasters, and attained a higher prosperity than they liad enjo) ed at an) 
former period. Unhappity new obstacles arose from w ilhm. TI 10 union w it!i 
Court cn s association had never been cordial and the members of the latter 
accustomed to much more freedom of action than the more regular management 
of the Company permitted, became loud m their complaints. V\ hen the union 
was formed the mode of carrying on the joint trade was left open for future 
arrangement On tins subject the Mew a of the Compan) and of the Assada 
mercli ints were almost diametnealty opposed. The Compam jealous of then 
privileges and convinced that the) could not maintain them w ltliout a joint stock 
refused to cany on the trade on an) other footing llic Assad a merchants on the 
contrar) while admitting that a compan) w as necessary insisted that it should 
he not a joint stock hut a regulated company in w Inch the members should 
have liberty individually to employ thur own stocks servants and shipping 
in such way as they might conceive most to their own ad\ antage To procure 

an authontative settlement of the important question thus raised both parties, 
m the end of 1 Go 4 appeared as petitioners before the council of state. 

The Company in their petition repeated all tlio arguments which they had ArraB 8°- 
been accustomed to urge in. fwoui of a joint stock their own experience t t 
acquired during a course of forty \ears — the formidable competition of the c r**y 8 
Portuguese and Dutch — the failure of isolated voyages the expenses of equip- 
ment far exceeding the means of individual adv enturers — the extent of territory 
over which the trade extended the factories of the Company being actually 
situated in the dominions of not less than fourteen sovereigns — and above 
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all, “tlie engagements which the Company were undei to the native poweis to 
make good any losses which their subjects might sustain by the depredations 
of Englishmen,” even though these should not belong to then service On 
these grounds, they thought themselves entitled to pi ay that the Protectoi 
would be pleased to lenew their chaiter, with such additional pnvileges as had 
been found necessaiy to enable them to cairy on then tiade, to prohibit private 
peisons fiom sending out shipping to India, and to assist them m recovering 
then position in the Spice Islands Weie this prayer granted, they had no 
doubt of being able not only to procure a laige subscription at piesent, but to 
establish the East India tiade on a secure and dui able basis 

On the otliei hand, the Assada mei chants alleged that management by jomt 
stocks had not been so profitable eithei to subscubeis 01 to the public as that 
of sepai ate voyages would have been, and appealed m proof to the successful 
mariner m which the Turkey, Muscovy, and Eastland trades weie earned on 
under fiee companies Besides this appeal to experience, they argued the point 
at gieat length, insisting, in substance, that a free tiade regulated would encour- 
age mdustiy and ingenuity, giving them full latitude and scope for exeicise, 
while each peison, instead of standing idle and leaving otlieis to act foi him, 
had the 01 denng of Ins own affairs, and consequently oppoitumty to make use 
of his own talents, that by increasing the number of traders, it would destroy 
the spmt of monopoly, and, by means of active competition, lowei the pi ice of 
foieign commodities, to the gieat advantage of the public , that instead of restrict- 
ing adventuieis to a set time when the subscription list of a joint stock lequned 
to be peiemptorily closed, and to the payment of ready money as the only mode 
of investment, it left them at full liberty to choose their own time, and to invest 
m the mode which might be most convenient, not meiely m ready money, but in 
goods or shipping, and, finally, that besides being less expensive m its manage- 
ment than a joint stock, it would be far more efficient, because the adventuiers, 
“being whetted on by their own intei est and the competition of otheis, will m 
leason turn every stone for discovering of new trades,” and thus have some 
advantage over the Dutch Company, who, having little control over then ser- 
vants abroad, make Holland the principal seat of their management 

Wlide the subject of a joint stock or a regulated tiade was thus keenly 
agitated, Cromwell at first maintained a strict neutrahty between the contend- 
mg parties, gi anting authority to both to undei take voyages to India, and 
conduct them on their own principles An authontative decision, however, was 
necessary , and to obtain it, the whole question was submitted to the council of 
state in a writing signed by the Protectoi ’s own hand, and bearing date 20th 
Octobei, 1656 The councd referred the matter to a select committee, who weie 
dnected to repoit “m what mannei the East India tiade might be best managed 
for the pubhc good and its own encouragement ” On 1 8th December following, 
the committee reported that, aftei taking means to obtain the fullest mfoima- 
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tion b} directing notices to be affixed to the Exchange appointing a da} for all a t> ms 
persons concerned in the East India trade to attend and full} considering all the 
arguments urged ornll} or in writing b} botli parties they had not a entured to 
come to an} positu e determination though their own private opinion was that 
the trade ought to be conducted on an united joint stock. The council having 
the question thus returned upon them summoned the goa emor and committees 
of the Company and the principal merchant ad\ enturers to the East Indies to 
attend them and after a full hearing on Jammy 28 1G57 ga\e it as their 
advice to the Protector That the trade of East Inti} a he mannnged b} a united 
joynt stock exclusiae of all others. Witlun a fortnight thereafter Cromwell 
announced his determination to act on this advice and a committee of the 
council was appointed to consider the terms of the charter to be granted to the 
East India Compan} 

It is to be presumed that the charter thus a irtuall} promised was actuall} 
granted but strange to say no copy of it lias e\er been discoiered and tbe ranyfomwi 
only evidence of its existence is denied from a rcferenco made to it in a 
petition winch the Compan} presented to Cromwell in 1658 and from a letter 
from Fort St George to the factor} of Surat in which it is stated that a aessel 
called the Blacl~moore which armed from England on the 12th of June in that 
} ear had posted away with all haste after Ins highness the Lord Protector had 
signed the Company’s charter The Company were of course greatl} elated 
with their success and liaaing again formed a coalition with the pnncipal 
members of the merchant adventurers succeeded in obtaining a subscription of 
£786 000 to form a new joint stock. It was necessar} howc\ cr before acting 
upon it to make an arrangement for the settlement of previously existing 
claims. Under the original agreement with Courtens association the trade had 
for some } ears been earned on b} the funds of what was called the United Joint 
Stock, The state of its affairs made up to the date of 1st September IGoo 
throws light on the position which the Compan} then occupied — 
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ad loss Flora tins account, it appeals that at its date the balance of the credit 
of the united joint stock amounted to the laige sum of £150,317, 7s 8 d In 
1658, when the new joint stock was formed, this balance must lane been 

vnimtion of considerably l educed, but as much lemamed as to make it necessaiy to settle 
the teims on which, if not the whole, at least that poition of it which belonged 
to what is called dead stock was to be tiansfened The terms, apparently 
veiy favourable, weie That “on the new stock pa} mg £20,000, by tv o 
instalments, to the united stock, the foits, privileges, and immunities in India 
and Peisia should be made ovei m full light, and the tlnee ships and £14,000 
m bullion, piepaied foi the voyage of this season, tiansfened at pnme cost of 
the new stock, that on the amval of these ships at the Company’s faetones, 
the goods, fuimbuie, and stores weie to be tiansfened to the new account, at the 
valuation of 6s 6cZ steiling pei ml of eight, that the servants of the new stock 
should assist those of the united stock m lecovenng then debts, and that the 
united stock should be chaiged with the expenses of the settlements and trade 
tdl the amval of the shipping of the new stock, when the agents of this stock 
should take charge, and be entitled to iecei\e the customs of Gomberoon aftei 
the 1st Octobei, 1658” Anotliei anangement of some nnpoi tance v as, that 
suchpeisons as had served an appienticeslnp to the membeis of the joint stock, 
should be admitted freemen and membeis of the Company on pa} mg a fine of 
£5 , and that the peisons who had been possessed of shaies in the foimei tiade, 
and, on that account, had propeity m the Indies, weie not to be deemed pi irate 
tradeis, but were required, aftei a specified time, to cany the amount of such 
property to the account of the new stock 

New ar Having amicably settled these piehmmaries, the Company pioceeded to 

™o°d° nt3 make a new arrangement of then establishments abroad In futiue, the otliei 
presidencies and faetones, and more especially the faetones and tiade in Peisia, 
weie to be subordinate to the president and council of Surat, at the same time, 
the presidency of Fort St George was not only to be maintained, but to have 
a conti ol ovei all the other factories on the Coiomandel coast and in Bengal, 
where the Company now had a principal factory at Hooghly, togethei with 
inferior agencies at Cossimbazar, Balasore, and Patna The msulai faetones 
and agencies weie to be subordinate, as before, to the president and council 
of Bantam The abuse of pnvate tiaffie by the Company’s servants, which had 
long been complained of, and had even, we have seen, been denounced m loyal 
proclamations, again attracted attention , and the appropnate lemedy was 
adopted by issiung an absolute prohibition of such tiaffie, and compensating 
foi the withdrawal of it by increasing the salaries of the presidents and mem- 
bers of council, and of the suboidmate servants As an additional piotection 
against the continuance of the abuse, all officials were lequned to sign secuiity 
bonds to specified amounts, to keep diaiies of their pioceedmgs, and annually 
tiansnut certified copies of them to the court m England It is scaicely 
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necessary to observe, that these re Q ul itions for the suppression of private tnde au ie »t 
proved unavailing and that the abuse instead of bun 0 suppressed kept pace 
with the progre&s uid m not a few instances, seriously damaged the interests 
and even brou 0 ht a stigma on the cliai letcr of the Compnnv 

Scarcely had these amusements l>eeu completed when Cromwell w \s called i*® 111 f 
to his final account rius event which took place in 1Gd8 w is attended with 
so many important chang* s tint all 0 reat interests commercial ns well ns 
political were more or less seriously affected by it llav m 0 thus arnveel at 
what may be considered a new erv in the history of the Company it will be 
proper before continum 0 it to bnn 0 up the history of the Mogul empire from 
the termin itiou of tlic rci e n of Jchin 0 u m 1G27 
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Vurungzchc 

LVEItAL years before the death of Jtlnn 0 ir the succession to Ins competiuoa 
throne was keenly contested by different members of Ins fund) p? c«*. 
Khosroo the eldest son who hud l>cen the fivounte of his grind 410 
father Akbcr failed in an attempt to sti/c the crown when Akba 
died nml was in consequence subjected dm mg the remainder of 
Ins life to a rigorous imprisonment Inrviz the second son naturally looked 
forward to the succession and w cs confirmed in the belief that it w ns intended 
for him when lus fither intrusted him with the nominal command in the 
Deccan where a great contest ior suprem icy waswa n ed between the Mnhomc 
tans and Hindoos He proved unequal to the task assigned bun and was 
ultimately superseded by the thud son Khurrun whose abilities were of a 
superior order and whose militiry fime had been established by a successful 
campaign in Mewai These alone would not luvc sufheed had he not also 
enjoyed the faaoui of Nur Jehan who had established a complete ascendency 
over her husband Jelmigir and virtually governed in Ins name Under this 
influence Kliurratn invested with ample powers and bcirm & the title of kin Q 
which amounted to a lecogmtion of him is heir apparent proceeded to the 
Deccan Here the first object was to recover those territories which had thrown 
off dlegtatice to the Mogul and more especially the 1 uigdom of Alimeduuggur 
which owing to the great abilities of m Abyssinian named Mullik Amber pume 
minister to the kin 0 Nizam Shall had successfully resisted all attempts to 
subdue it Rliurram vv as again successful and in return for Ins success w is 
Vot I 36 
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ad ic’s made Yiceioy ol Giqeiat, m winch capacity mention is often made oi lnm m the 
journal of Su Thomas Roe 

While Khunam’s way to the tin one was thus appaicntly cle.n, he stood on 
the bunk of a piecipice His biothei Shelmai, the youngest son of Jehangn, 
had become the soil -111 law oi Nm Jehan by maiiymg Shu Afgan, hci d.iughtei 
>i nr jeii-ms by liei fiist husband In consequence oi this admit}, Nui Jehan -was bent on 
sMimr f ° r seeming the succession to Shelmai, and made no seciet oi hci intention She 
had bttle difficulty in gaming the assent oi Jehangn, but Khun am, dclu- 
mined not to be excluded fiom the gieat object oi Ins ambition, laised the 
standaid oi levolt He had maiiied the daughtei of Asof Khan, Nui Jehan’s 
biothei, and in lnm had a poweiful suppoitei , but Nui Jehan chose her 
measuies so skilfully, that Khun am soon found himself a fugitive in the 
Deccan Heie he succeeded in fonning a league with Ins old opponent Mullik 
Ambei , but misfoitune still attended lnm, and he w as obliged to tlnow lunneli 
on Ins fathei’s meicy It would not have availed lnm, but a new levolt, 
pioduced by the impenousness of Nm Jehan, diew oil hei thoughts fiom the 
vengeance which she was meditating, and he escaped In consequence oi the 
levolt, both Jehangn and Ins queen became ioi a time pnsoners m the hands 
of Moliabat Khan, a celebiated gencial, to whose mihlaiy t dents Khunams 
pievious discomfituie had mainly been ow mg Jehangn died shoitl} aftei 
obtaining Ins libeity, leaving a will which appointed Shehi lai Ins successoi Nui 
Jehan attempted to give eiiect to it, but the death of hei husband completely 
destioyed liei influence, and though she sunned foi many yean, she nevci 

again figuied in 
public hie Slieh- 
liai, by sei/mg the 
io} al tieasuie, was 
able to laise an 
aimy and fight a 
battle foi the ciown 
Kliui i amjiowevei 
now suppoited b} 
the leading parties 
m the state, com- 
pletely defeated 
lnm, and, with the 
usual ciuel polic} 

Accession of of his iace, put him to death, along with two sons of anotliei biothei who had 

Rnurron, 0 

under the joined him All opposition now ceased , and Khun am, on Ins ai rival at Agia, 
Sliali Jelian 26tli Januaiy, 1628, mounted the throne undei the title oi Sliih Jehan 

Shah Jehan, overjoyed at Ins accession aftei the many nnsioi tunes which 
had befallen him, and which had made him at one time despoil oi being able 
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to secure it first testified his grititmlc to Asof Khan Ins fitlier mlw bj ad ib^s 
making lnm lus vizier and to Moliabat Khan hy appointing him his com 
minder in chief and then began to indulge his natural taste for magnificence 
by public woiks and splendid entei tainments. In the latter of these he 
seemed determined to outstup all his predecessors and on the first annnersnr) 
of his accession not satisfied with the usual ccrcmonv of distributing lus own 
weight m presents of the most costlv matcruls caused \c sels tilled with 
jewels to he w av ed lound his head or poured o\ci Ins person as a supposed 
means of averting misfortune and tattered the contents among the hjstaiulers. 

Jn the \allej of Cashmere where the ccrcmonj was perform! d the value thus 
expended \v is estinntctl at XI GOO 000 

He was not allowed long to indulge in such lavi h mil ostentatious disphvs i ^ 
Chough lus cruel pohej had extirpated all the members of his f unity who 
imjht have competed with him fir the crown m several quarters <f his a " 
donumons the matcnal for revolt wire provided and read} to t \plode Tie 
Usbeks endeavouruig to profit 1 >j tlie uncertainties of n new mgn lud su^e 
to Cabool and mvaged the surroundm 0 country till tin appiotch of Mohahat 
compelled them to ictirc In Bumlelcuml an insurrection headed bj Ivnrsin 0 
Deo the infamous murderer of Abulfizl was net put down without a serious 
struggle But as in lus fithers reign the Deccan was the greit theatre < f 
wir Che conquest of it bv Akber had never been firmly secured and iven 
after the Hindoos had been forced to yield tbeir place bad Ken occupud lv 
Maliometan chiefs who had established the tlnee kingdoms of Ahmcdnug 0 iu 
Bcjapooi and Golconda which often refu ed to jitld even a nominal supremacy 
to the Mogul and were alu ly s ready to embrace mj oppoitumty which pro 
mised to free them (ntnely from the joke Such an opportunity was offued 
ly the revolt of in Af 0 han chiei of the name of Khan Tehan Lodj who had 
rendered linpoitant military crviccs m the time of Tehan 0 ir hut takin 0 
umbrage at some proceedings of Shah Jch in suddenly <putted Agra at the 
liead of 201)0 veteran troops and in the face of numerous obstacles made lus 
way through Bundelound ind Gundwana to the court of Alsimdmiggur where 
he was welcomed bj Mul 111 Amber 

The only chance which the Mahometan kings of the Deccan could have had 
of resisting the Mogul arms would have been bj forming a mutual league and 
uniting all their iorces against the common invader Instead of this tliej kept 
iloof under the influence of old jealousies and feuds and allowed themselv cs 
to be crushed in detail The Ivm,, of Golconda appears to have been first n k g 
intimidated and volunteered tribute Nizim Shah King of Ahmedmiggur f 'mad 
so long as lie was guided \xy the counsels of Miilbh. Amber offered a strenuous tnL tary 
lesistince but at last made choice of a new minister who proved treacherous 
and made peace w ltli the Mogul by both murderm & the 1 in,, and sacrificing 
the independence of the kingdom 3 he most valiant struggle was made bj 
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Mahomed Add Shah, who aftm obliging Mohnbat Khan, flu abbst gonial 
of the Mogul to law 1 tin* so go of Jit j.tjioot, his t ipital, gauud Moral otlift 
decided athanfages lit too hnwt \ t j, finding tin <ont«M mu quid, v ns obligt d 
to succumb, and Sh th .Jth.ni, now iu Know ledgtd • uptime mn all tin Maho 
inct-an kingdoms ol the Dett in n tinned m tnmnj>h to his t ijutul Dining 
these tampaigns Hit mimtu ‘idhitddn tdtulh fiom tin tivigts not mtitl) 
ot wm, lmt ot t.unint vhuh, t.m nl 1>\ tatlim . ol i.iin during the two 
succossn e wmi-, ot 1(>2 ( } ,uul 1(»“0 dt populat* d v holt distutts and inflat'd 
calamities wlm h it <ookneul> hdlnuntun toiquu 

Dining the t unpaigns in the J>< 1 1 in, tl i *- 1 m 1 > tut t s h id hioltnout in oflin 
quaiLcts The\ pio\ed gem i tli\ nnnnpoi f mt , .uul the onl\ i\cllt in eonnc e 
t, ion w 1 th them dost 1 \ mg ot not it e, was a dt t kn.it ion oi hodihlit -> ng.uu-d the 
Poituguese, w host* foifdietl t u ton nt Jfooghh, in fkng.il w.is m toietfpuiue 
attacked hj the Mogul goiunm, and t iptmed aitti a mi go *\n (wnt which 
gave Shah Jelmn imue pit tsme v as the itio\ei\ oi Kandahai liom tilt 
Pei si an s, b> the Heathen ot Ah Moduli Khun, the goiunoi, who di-' itefitd 
with the ti t‘ itmcnt whit h lit hid mined Itom his own sn\ou ign, dt lnt it d 
up the place and took letuge at Dtllu The impoilitit animation Mums to 



have stimulated the ambition ot Shah Jehaii, who immediate!} despatched an 
army into Balkh and Budukslian, which were now T m possession of Narai 
Mahomed, youngei biothei of Imam Kouh, whose mle extended oa ei all 
the temtoiy beyond the Oxus, liom the Caspian Sea to Mount Imaus The 
enterprise pioved moie difhcult than had been anticipated, and, aftei a stmggle 
of seveial yeais, Shah Jehan despan ed of success Not only All Mei dan found 
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lus efforts un*i\ iihn e but two of the emperors sons Murad ami Aumngrebe ad usis 
sustained repeated discomiituits. l\cn after an arrangement had been made 
which left Rn7ar Mahomed m possession of more than lus original territory 
Aurung7tbe attached h\ the mount uneers of the Hindoo Koosh made n most 
disastrous retreat 

Shah Jehan though much clngrmcd still had some compensation in the 8 «*• 1 
acquisition of Kandahar but cam tins was soon to he wrested from him In 
IG4S the Pcrsnn monarch Shah Ahhas II made his appearance before it at the 
head of a lar w e army The time was well chosen for w inter winch was about 
to commence made it almost linpON ible to march mi ami} from India to its 
relief Aurung7t.be how c\ or undertook the tn.sk and after almost incredible 
exertions only armed in tune to learn that tbe placi had already fdlen. He 
determined to attempt the recoaery of it hut four months nft< r lu lnd optned 
his batteries was obliged to raise the «u 0 e V second ntttmpt in which he 
was assi ted by Sand Ullali the M7ier lix\in„ also fulid Dara Sheho Shall 
lehaiiH eldest son obtained ptmiis-sion to nuke a third attach. Ilis force was 
more numerous and better apjiomtcd than those which had preuously been 
employed and he set out in full confidence of success. Great efforts were made 
on both sides but after sea era! desperate assaults, Dam Sheho was beaten off 
as Ins brothers had lieen and Kandahar was left in tbe undisputed possession of 
the Persians 

Shall Jtlian 8 warlike energy seemed now expended mid ho had passed 
two years in tranquillity when circumstances occurred winch tempted him to i»«Ta 
interfere with the internal nffurs of the Deccan for the purpose of bringing it 
more completely under his sway Al>dalhli Ruth Sliili Ivin,, of Colccmln had 
regularly paid the stipulated tribute. the Mo 0 ut goe eminent therefore had 
no claim ngamst him and he was entitle d to ixpect that the conditions of the 
treaty which he had made would on the part of that >go\ eminent also be 
futli fully obsened. He was soon tau 0 ht tlie contrary Mir Tumla who had 
acquired great wealth as a diamond merchant and risen by his talents to be 
Abdallihs prime minister huin 0 lost fiuour throu 0 h the misconduct of bis 
son Mahomed Amin entered into a correspondence with Aunm^/cle then 
in the Dcccan and lod 0 cd a formal complaint ngamst Ins master Abdullah 
though tributary to the Moguls was still perfectly nulcpi ndent in regard to his 
internal administration and was therefore both surprised and offended on 
receiving a mandate from Shah Jehan haughtily ordenng lnm to gi\c Mir 
Jumln rcdiess. So fir fiom complying he sequestrated his property and placed 
lus son in prison. This was probably the aery step which Slmli Jehan wished 
lnm to take as it furnished lum with a plausible pretext for further interference 
Orders were accordingly gi\en to Aurung7cbc to employ foice if Abdallah 
still persisted in disobeying lus mandate Acting at once on this authority 
Aurun D zebe without any previous wamm 0 of hostility set out ostensibly on 



2SG 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


fBoort :i 


at) lfl'i" .1 visit to Bengal, ancl being bi ought in the com sc ol lus journey nitlmi a 
shoi t distance ol Hyderabad, Abdallah’s capital, turned suddenly aside nitha 
body of tioops and took foicible possession ol it Abdallah, taken completely by 
suvpuse, escaped ivitli diflieulty to the lnll-joil ol Golconda lleie, hndmg Ins 
subjugation position dcspci <ite, he uas undei the necessity of .submitting to the tenns vlnch 
oftuoDcc Auiungzebo chose to dictate Mu .Tumi a, m 1 cm aid loi Ins ticacheiy, nas 
taken into Annmg/ebe’s confidence, and became one of the main insti uments ol 
his ambitious designs The subjugation of Golconda look place m IGjG In 
the same yeai Bejapooi v, as subjected to sunilai ticatincnt Abmcdnuggm 
had befoie lost cien the semblance of independence, and thus the authouty ol 
the Mogul seemed as firmly established m the Mahometan poilion of the Deccan 
as m any pait of llmdoostan 

The conquests thus achieved ga\e gieat delight to Shah Johan Had he 
known the use about to be made of them, bis feelings uoiihl ha\e been \ny 
diffoient Am ung/ebe, v.lule piofessmg the utmost dismteiestedness, n ns 
steadily pui suing Ins own aggiandiaenu lit, and piepamig loi the stmgglc "which 
was eventually to give lum the tin one, even befoie it became \acant To tins 
sti uggle it is now nccessai y to attend 

sinb iuiuu b Shall Jehan, now fai ad\.mced in >eniN, bad lom sons, Dai a Slick o, Sluqa 
Auningzcbc, and Mm ad They weie all of lull, 01 lathci matin o age In 10)7, 
the penod to winch we now lefei, the lespectnc ages of the first tlnce weie 
foity-two, foity, and tlmty-eiglit Dai a, iccogm/ul .is lien appaient, was iesi- 
clent in the capital, wheic fie enjoyed tlie lull confidence ol lus fitlici, and 
in lelievmg lnm fiom the caies, e\ei used the geneial powers of gm eminent, 
Shuja ruled as viceioy m Bengal, Auiungzebc, as has been seen, in the Deccan, 
and Miuad m Gujeiat They wei e all fized with ambition, and disposed to take 
advantage of tlie political changes which might be occasioned by then fatbci’s 
death, but diffeiecl rrfuch m tempei and chaiactei Daia was open and geneious 
but so impetuous and hasty as to set at nought the dictates of pi udencc , and so 
libeial, paiticulaily m his leligious opinions, as to be obnoxious to tlie moie 
oithodox Mahometans Slnq a possessed talents, but lendeied them useless by 
giving himself up to pleasuie, and acqmnng the habits of a confiimed dmnkaid 
Am ungzebe was a peifect adept vn dissimulation, and v as equally successful m 
imposing on fnends ancl foes His pimciples, if he had any, ne\ci stood m the 
way of lus intei est, and when lie had an end to accomplish, he was not to be 
detened by any amount of crime which might be necessaiy m oulci to msme 
success The only thing m which he could be said to be sincei e was Ins leligion, 
m winch he earned fanaticism to its woist exti ernes, and persecuted with all 
the zeal which distinguished tlie earliest piopagatois of Mahometanism Mm ad, 
the youngest son, Lore a consideiable resemblance to Sluqa m tastes and habits, 
but was duller m intellect, and, it possible, still giossei m bis pleasuies By 
the mothei of these sons Shah Jehan had also two danahteis, who, within the 
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iccesscs of the Inrun exercised considerable political influence Paul hih an 10.7 
Begum the elder amis lier fitliei s f i\ ountc and exerted herself to the utmost to 
further the interests of D an Roushanara the younger though not possessed 
either m person or mtelleet of the accomplishments of her sister Miqresscd lier 
ns 1 skilful intriguer and thus pro\cd a powerful coadjutor to Aurun 0 7 cbe to 
whom she was strongly attached. 

Such was the position of Slnh Jelims ftunila in If >7 when lie was seized i«i <* 

with a sea ere illness destined npp m ntly to proa c fat vl Dan that lie nn 0 lit a 
he able to make the neccssura preparations to insure the succession emleaaoured 
to stop all the aauuus of comiminicatiou through xa Inch Ins brothers mi 0 ht 
become acipnmtcd auth Ins fithers state but the fact a\ as of too public and 
important a nature to admit of conceihucnt and n aery short time clipstd 
before they were made thoroughly acquainted with it. Shuji a\ns the first to 
net Immediately asMiinin 0 the title of km n he a studded a body of troops and 
begin to march m the direction of the capital Murid in like 111 inner assumed 
the regal title hut lustcul of «imttm 0 Ins proa nice emkaaoured to proaide the 
smews of war by sci 7 in 0 the district treasuries and laaing sie^c to Surit aa litre 
lie expected to find a still richer dtpo it Aurung/ebt. acted a\ith less preupi 
tition and at first rested satisfied aaith collecting, Ins forces and encain]iin„ auth 
them neir his northern frontier \\ lnle here he hid the satisfictmn of seein 0 
Din and Slmjt enga 0 ed in hostilities a\ Inch only wasted their stimuli lie 
it Kst decl ired against Dan but aa ith lus usu il dissimulation endeavoured to 
di gm e his reil object by pretending to place his hostility to his eldest lnothei 
on religious grounds. 1 or himself if lie had ca er c ntertamed ambitious thou 0 hts 
lie h id now ) ud them aside and w is desirous us soon as an orthodox succt snr 
to the throne aa is ippointed to retire from the world and spend the run multi 
of lus diys at Mecca, Murul a\ us stupid enough to be imjxiscd upon b\ this 
shillow pietencc and at once It t^ued his anus aaith thost of Aunin 0 /ebc in the 
belief that 111 the e\ » lit of their succe ss he aa is to lx. reaa irde d aaith the impel ml 
eroavn D ira aa as thus expo xxl to taa o fonniel able attacks — the one fiom blmja 
ula inun 0 from Ben 0 il and the otlier fiom Aurun 0 7 cbo and Murid adaancin 0 
from the Deceau Against Shuji lie sent lus sou Soliman Slid o aaho ciicoun 
tercel hun ueai Ben ues md giae linn a defiat aalueli compelled him to leti ice 
lus steps to Bcn 0 il Against Ins other brothers he sent the Hijpoot lajsh 
Jesaaant Sin 0 lhe encounter took place on the hanl s of the feipra lie 11 
Oojein in Malavah md ended in Jcsw mt s complete discomfituie Ilicg dliiitiv 
of Murad h id m only decided the \ ictory and Aumng 7 clx not satisfied w ith 
comphmentin D him upon it by pocuticnlly humbleel himself b< fore hun at 111 
token of the liomi 0 e which lie felt due to lus futuie soacieign 

While lus sous aveic thus aa imig avitli each other for the succession to the a ™ g* ba 
croaan Shall Ji ban liunsdf eontruy to expectation lind lieiily recoaered lus '"tonou 
u ual health Dui it once resi 0 ned Ins jioaver A veiy different spuit am 
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mated the otliei biotlieis, who, when oideied to lay down their aims, positively 
lefused They had, m fact, advanced too fai to lecede, and nothing now 
lemamed hut a fuithei appeal to aims Shah Jehan was disposed to take the 
field m person, hut allowed himself to he dissuaded, and left the supieme com- 
mand to Dai a, who soon saw himself at the head of an aimy which seemed 
sufficient to crush all Ins enemies He might have added gieatly to its stiength 
by waiting foi the amval of a laige lemfoicement, which Ins son Sohman was 
bringing fiom Benaies, hut Ins natuial impetuosity uiged him foiwaid, and, 
contiaiy to the hettei advice ot Shah Jehan, he lisked an engagement, by which 
all was lost The battle was fought at Samaghai, one inaieli liom Agia, m the 
beginning of June, 1658 Many individual acts ol heioism weie peiioi med on 
both sides, and victoiy hung suspended till the disappearance of Daia, in con- 
sequence of Ins elephant having become unmanageable, so discouiaged his 
soldieis that a geneial panic ensued In the evening, when he leached Agia 
m Ins flight, he could only mustei 2000 men, all the lest ol Ins army had penslied 
or been chspeised Tlnee days aftei, Aiu ungzebe and Muiad made then appeal - 
ance, and took immediate possession of the capital Dai a v as not m it, foi, 
oppiessed with gnef and shame, he had hastily quitted foi Delhi, but Shall 
Jehan was still in Ins palace 

Aurungzebe’s couise was alieady deteimmed, but policy did not allow him 
all at once to tlnow oft' the mask, and lie spent some days in sending humble 
messages to his fathei, justifying Ins pioceedmgs on the plea of necessity, and 
endeavouiing to obtain the sanction of them His object, piobably, was to leave 
his fathei m nominal possession of the tliione, while he retained all the poweis 
of government m his own hand Shah Jehan, liowevei, was not to be thus won 
ovei Daia’s misfortunes only gave Inm a stiongei hold than evei on Ins affec- 
tions, and he lefused to concui in any proposal foi disinheriting him Aurung- 
zebe, thus made aware that he could only possess the ci own as an usiupei, did 
not hesitate to make his father a pusonei and assume the lems of government 
Murad, who had been ch earning of the crown, soon found that he was only Ins 
hi other’s dupe As soon as Auiungzebe had no furtliei use foi him, lie invited 
him to suppei , and, aftei feasting him till he was m a state of helpless intoxi- 
cation, stupped him of his arms and placed him in confinement 

Shah Jehan was allowed to lemam m lus palace, wlieie he continued to live 
foi seven yeais Much outwaid respect was shown him, but a stuct watch was 
kept on his movements, and lie was entnely excluded fiom all sliaie m the 
government The energy and talent which he had chsplayed dm mg the gieatei 
part of his leign appear to have entnely foisaken him, and he made no effoit 
to legam his fieedom It is lemaikable that no attempt at lescue was made 
from 'without His leign had been long and piosperous, and his subjects had 
enjoyed a degree of happiness to which they had previously been stiangers 
His wais, earned on for the most part on the outskirts of his dominions, had 
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brought few calamities on Ins own subjects while Ins intcmnl mlmmistmtion ad \m 
lnd been singularly moderate and equitable It im e ht lmc been supjiosed that 
such a reign would terminate peacefully ornt least that no usuqier would be 
allowed to e\tin 0 uish it by violence without exciting universal imh 0 intion 
and stirring up hosts of adversaries m every quarter f lie fact w as otherwise 
and may be regarded as a proof that the people had become indifferent to n 
change of masters and were now ready to submit to any yoke which might he 
imposed on them In the interval between his dethronement and his death 
Shah Jehan was almost forgotten His public works, however still speak for h.o>j u •» 
him and prove hun to have liecti if not the wisest, the most magnificent pnnee *«!!». 
who ever held rule in India. Vt tunes lus expenditure was not only lav eh hut 
childish as m the instance of the celebrated peacock throne m the construction 
of which he is said to have spent above £G 000 000 sterling chiefly m diamonds 


and precious stones. V 
better splendour w as 
displayed in the new 
city which he built nt 
Delhi and the noble 
structures with winch 
he adorned both that 
citv and Agra, in the 
latter stand conspicuous 
above oil the Tnje 
Mahal the mausoleum 
of his queen Mumtaz 
Mahal situated m the 
midst of extensive gar 
dens on a terrace ov er 
hanging the Tuinna and 
composed of n lofty 
marble structure richly 
decorated vv ith mosaics, 
and so chaste in design 
and imposing m effect 
as not to he surpassed 
in these respects by any 
edifice m the world 
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a d ic 5 o without being oppiessive, weie so ably and economically managed dunng Shah 
Jehan’s leign, that m addition to vast accumulations of plate and jewellery, 
__ — he left to the value of 

,'- J . " ' about twenty millions 

i :J- Z *' [ i pyp-^egrj, 1 sterling m com 

Aurangzebe was no 
sooner seated on the 
tlirone than he endea- 
voured to make it secure 
by crashing Ins competi- 
tors Dai a, after a short 
halt at Delhi, had pro- 
ceeded to Lalioie, and 
was busily employed m 

raising an aimy with the money obtained there fiom the royal treasury, when 
he learned that Aurangzebe was alicady at his heels Conscious of his inability 
to encountei lnm, he qiutted Lahore at the head of 4000 men, and made for 
Scmde by way ol Mooltan He was c aved fiom puismt by the advance of Ins 
hi other Shuja from Bengal, at the head of a foice so formidable that Aurangzebe 
thought Ins piesence was immediately reqimed He accordingly letumed to 
Delhi, and, having made the necessary pi epai ations, maiched south-east past 
Etawali, m the duection of Allahabad The armies met at Cajwali, about 
midway between these cities Shuja held a stiong position winch he was not 
disposed to quit, and seveial days elapsed before the decisive struggle took 
place It was commenced by Shuja, who, advancing at sunuse on the 6th 
ot January, 1059, proceeded amidst a furious cannonade to close action The 
contest was manfully maintained till Aurangzebe, who had repeatedly been 
m imminent dangei, succeeded m forcing the enemy’s centre Shuja was m 
consequence completely defeated, with the loss of 114 cannon and a number of 
elephants Closely pursued by Mahomed Sultan, Aurangzebe’s son, and Mir 
Jumla, he continued his flight, and never halted till he leached Bengal 

His disasters Daia meanwhile had ai lived in Scmde, wlieie he found Ins ranks so much 

and tragical 

fite thinned by deseition, that, to escape captme by a detachment which had been 
following on his tiack, he had ciossed the desert to Cutcli Aftei a short stay 
here he enteied Gujeiat, and by the influence of Shah Nawaz Khan, its 
goveinoi, had become master of the whole province, including the important 
towns of Surat and Baroacli His prospects thus brightening, he opened a 
communication with the princes ol the Deccan, and also with Jeswant Smg, 


twenty-two years The mans oleum and all the build- 1 On the queen’s tombstone are passages from the 

mgs that appertain to it cost o,l/, 48026 (three crore, Koran, amidst ■wreaths of flowers, on her lniBband’s, 
seventeen lacks, forty eight thousand and twenty six only his name and date of death, and mosaic of flowers 
rupees, or £3,174,802 sterling Sleeman’s Hambies The tombs are within a screen of trellis-work of white 
and Recollections by an Indian Official m irble, a chef-d’oeuvre of elegance in Indian art 
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the R yah of Joodpoor In the latter lie hoped to find an nnpoit mt co idjutor v n ies 
but was disappointed as the rajah nfter bilincmg interests was Mtisficd he 
would (run more b\ »i\m_ his adhesion to Auinngrcbt. Dam now at thei«* *u» 

0 ii i ll •»1«n *nil 

head of an atm\ of 20 000 men advanced into Ajtnccr and took up a com tragical 
mandmg position. He had not occupied it lon D before Aunmgrel e m ule his 
appearance. After a cannonade of three days a genend assault took place and 
Dam saw himself once more defeated and compelled to become a fu e iti\e A 
week of incessant toil and hardship brought hjin to the neighbourhood of 
Ahmedabad but it was to meet a bitter divtpjKnntmcnt for the gates were 
shut agaiiLst him Ills only resource was a new fh 0 ht to Cutch where he 
arrived with n mere handful of adherents. IIls altered eireumstimccs pioduccd 
a corresponding change in the ruler who received him so coldly th it he ic olved 
to pursue lies in irch to Knndilnr The route brought him to the small tem 
tory of Jun on the cast frontiers of Scindc. The tluef who was under greit 
obligations to Dan received lain with much apparent kindness but imme- 
diately meditated an act of gross treachery and accomplished it ly delivering 
him up to Ins enemies. Annm^zclic was so delimited with the new stint he 
celebrated it by public rejoicings. Both Dara and a on Sepehr who might 
have proved equally d matron were his prisoners. I lie son was fmthwith 
confined in the strong castle of Gwalior the father was u served for more 
barbarous treatment The form of a tml was given him but the chaise wa 
not for any oficnce against the state but for apostasy from Mahoinetam m 
Absurd and monstrous as the eh\r 0 e was no diflicultv was found m constituting 
u court which hold it proven and pronounced sentence of deith After a 
hypocritical show of reluctince Auningrilie confirmed tin iniquitous sentence 
•\wl Dm vra executed. 

During these transactions the wni with Slmji was vigoiou 1\ pro ecu toil by \ 

Mir Jumln who drove hun from the different stron 0 positions m which he had truggi 
posted himself and compelled linn nfter a series of struggles to seek an asylum 
in Aracan. The particulars of his subsequent history are not well known 
One account 13 that the rulei of the country doubtless at the instigation of 
Aurungzebe was preparing to detain him ns u prisoner and that Shuji made 
aware of lies danger endeavoured to aveit it by heidin 0 an msuncction If 
this account is true he probibly penshed in the attempt to overthrow the 
Aracan government but the only thing certain is th it neither Shuja nor anv 
member of las firmly was afterwards heard of The only immediate descendants 
of Shah Jelian who could now gi\c Aurun 0 zebc iny nlaim weie Murad and lus 
son and Soliman Sheko and Sepehr Sheko the two sons of Dara they weie 
already within his power being all prisoners in the fort of Gwalior Mui ul vv is 
put to death for a muider alleged to have been committed by lum when Viceroy 
of Gujerat The others quickly disappeared by deiths which Aurungzebe 
declared to be natural but winch were universally believed to have been violent 
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Auiungzebe’s supiemacy was now firmly established m every pait of Hm- 
doostan In the Deccan, on the contiaiy, a new powei had appealed, and a 
stiuggle, about to commence, was destined not to terminate till it had laid the 
Mogul empue m nuns A nice of native Hindoos, called Malnattas, occupied a 
tiact of the Deccan, boimded on the noith by the mountain lange which forms 
the watei-slied between the basins of the Neibudda and the Taptee, by the sea 
on the west, by the Wuida on the east, and m othei dnections by a line drawn 
obliquely fiom the vicinity of Goa tlnough Bedei to Chandah Within this 
tiact the gieat physical featuie is the lange of the Western Ghauts, descending 
piecipitously to the sea tlnough the naiiow nigged stnp known by the name 
of the Concan, but sloping gradually towaids the intenoi, so as to form a 
lofty table land This countiy, studded ovei with natuial foiti esses, and 
lendeied almost inaccessible by foiests and mountains, was admnably adapted 
to be the abode of a nation of maiaudeis Such the Mahrattas were, and had 
been fiom time mimemoiial Stiong, active, and daring, full of ciaft and void 
of lionoui, they weie evei on the aleit to pursue then own interest, while 
utteily legardless of the means Descending suddenly into the plains they 

spiead devastation on eveiy side, and befoie they could be overtaken were 
hastening back laden with booty to then mountain fastnesses The tenoi of 
then name was thus widely spiead, and main of then neighbours purchased 
exemption fiom then lavages by annual payments The tlnee Mahometan 
soveieigns of Ahmednuggui, Bejapooi, and Golconda, being by then position 
bi ought into fiequent communication with the Malnattas, natuially endea- 
voured to turn then militaiy qualities to good account by employing them as 
soldiers In tins way not a few of them acquned distinction, and lose to 
offices of tiust Mullik Ambei, the celebiated pnme mnnstei and virtual sove- 
reign of Ahmednuggui, m particular, made gieat use of then services, and was 
so well satisfied with them that not a few of Ins most distinguished officeis 
were Malnattas One of these, called Jadu Bao, had attained to a command 
of 10,000 men Suboidmate to lum, and ruidei Ins immediate piotection, was 
anothei Mahratta, named Malojee Bosla The lattei, as he biouglit into the 
field only a few mounted letameis, could not have been a peison of much con- 
sequence, but he was one of those bold and dexteious adventuiers on whom 
no opportunity of advancing Ins foitnne was evei thrown away 

Malojee, accompanied by his son Shahjee, a boy of five years of age, was 
attending a great Hindoo festival, when Jadu, at whose house it was celebrated, 
giving way to the hilarity of the occasion, took up his daughtei, a gnl of three 
years old, and placing liei and Shahjee on his knees, laughingly exclaimed, 
What a fine couple 1 They ought to be man and wife No soonei had the 
words passed his lips than Malojee started up, and took the company to witness 
that Jadus daughter was affianced to Ins son Jadu, who boasted of a Rajpoot 
descent, was indignant that one whom he piobably legal ded as a meie under- 
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ling should thus presume to place lnmself on a footing of equality with lmn a d w^i 
and attempt to take advantage of a jocular expression, for the purpose of 
claiming afhince with lus family A quarrel ensued but Malojee continued to 
insist that the affiance had been made and ultimately made good his point by 
obtaining ad\ ancement which placed lnm on an equalitj with Jadu and thus 
obviated the mam objection to the marriage Shalijee thus become the son m 
law of Jadu took a prominent part in the war v-luch extinguished the mdepen 
dence or rather closed the existence of the Mahometan kingdom of Ahmtd 
nuggur Though on this occasion he belonged not to the winning but the losing 
part} he mana Q ed so well for himself as to become master of all the western 
portion of that kingdom between its capital and the sea Nominall} this tem 
tory now belonged to the King of Bejapoor to whose share it fell when the 
Moguls made a partition of the kingdom of Ahmtdnuggur Slnhjee therefore 
was now in the King of Bejapoor s service and being sent on an expedition 
to the south greatl} distinguished lnmself by making conquests m the tern tor} 
of M}Sore He was rewarded for this service with a hrge jaglnre mcludin e 
within its limits the important towns of Sera and Bangilore 

B} his marriage with Jadu s daughter Shalijee had several sons JLlie eldest sa j« 
accompanied him to Mv son and died there the second bom m Ma} 1G27 
and named Sevajee had been left at Poonali with a Brahmin Didijee Condu 
who during Shahjees absence mmaged Ins Bejapoor jaglnre The training 
which }oung Sevajee here receiv ed determined Ins future cliaractei He became 
at once a zealous Hindoo and an expert and fearless warrior His principal 
associates were the horsemen retained in Ins fathers service or the moun 
taineers inhabiting the neighbouring. Ghauts Under the influence of such 
companionship he soon shook off the authont} of Dadijee and was suspected 
of being m league with marauding parties Having acquired a body of adlier 
ents and perceived how carelessly some of the lull forts belonging to Bejapoor 
w ere guarded he made himself master of one of con iderable strength called 
Toma situated among the Ghauts twent} miles south west of Poonali It had 
previously been under the charge of the revenue officer of the distnct and 
when the government of Bejipoor complained he succeeded b} artifice and 
money in obtaining a confirmation of his seizure Shortly after when b} tin 
erection of a new place of strength in the vicinity a new alarm had been ex 
cited the government made their complaint to Shahjee who immediately or 
dered his son to desist from encroachment Instead of compl} ing he threw off 
the paternal authority as he had done that of his guardian and not only with 
held the revenue of Ins fithers jaghire but seized upon two forts situated 
within it Hitherto lie had feigned submission to the King of Bejapoor but he 
now felt strong enough to throw off the mask His first act of open hostility n co q m 
was the plunder of a convoy of ro}al treasure in the Concan. Feeling himself th c 
thus committed he continued his aggressions and ere long w as in possession of 
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ad 1055 five of the pnncipal lull-forts in the Ghauts New successes attended Ins anus, 
and the whole of the Noithem Concan fell into his hands 

Othercon- The King of Bejapooi natrn ally suspected that Sevajee’s conduct was con- 

Sa^eo^ mved at by lus fathei, and theiefore endeavouied to strike at the loot of the 
evil by making Shalijee pnsonei He asseited his innocence, but was notwith- 
standing thi own into a dungeon, and told that if his son did not submit within 
a certain time, the entrance would be built up This thieat, savage as it was, 
would piobably have been executed, had not Sevajee, who had hitheito kept on 
friendly terms with Shah Jehan, obtained his interposition m his fathei s behalf 

Having no longei 
any feais foi his 
lather, Sevajee gave 
lull scope to Ins 
ambition, and not 
being lestramed by 
any sci uplcs of 
lionoui and justice, 
piocuied the assassi- 
nation of a Hindoo 
lajali and seized 
upon Ins temtoiy, 
which comprehend- 
ed the whole of the 
lnlly countiy south 
of Poonah fiom the 
Ghauts to the Up- 

Sevajee on Horseback — L inglcr, Monuineus Anuens et Modcmcs de 1 Ilimloustin 

pei lvisfcna While 

Aurungzebe he was thus extending his authonty, Auiungzebe amved m the Deccan in 

arrives m 

the Deccan 1655 This event, which might have seemed fatal to Sevajee’s piojects, was in 
the fust instance lathei made subseivient to them, as he had previously been 
recognized as a commandei of 5000 horse m the Mogul seivice, and on pie- 
senting a submissive addiess to Aurungzebe was confirmed m all Ins acquisitions 
As yet, however, he was by no means satisfied, and on seeing Auiungzebe 
occupied m carrying on war with the King of Golconda, could not 1 esist the 
opportunity of turning his absence to account For the fiist time, theiefore, 
he made an inroad on the Mogul territones His success fell fai slioit of his 
expectations , and when Auiungzebe suddenly returned aftei a rapid and success- 
ful campaign, it lequired all Sevajee’s address to save himself fiom the full 
weight of Ins vengeance Very opportunely for him, Shah Jehan was seized with 
the sudden illness already mentioned, and Aurungzebe hastened off to piosecute 
bis own ambitious schemes Sevajee thus relieved fiom appieliension, renewed 
bis attacks on Bejapoor, the throne of which was now occupied by a minor 
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The Pegenfc of Bejapoor fully alive to the extent of the danger raised a large a d i66 
army and gave the command of it to a Mahometan noble of the name of Afzul 
Khan The selection was unwise for Afzul Ivhan full of Mussulman pnde sevjea 
despised his enemy and consult red himself sure of victory Se\ ajee well aware th ge 
of the kind of opponent he l\od to deal with took his measures accordingly ibj 
P retending to be overawed by the \ery terror of his name lie sent a messenger 
to say that he had given up all idea of resistance and was only anxious to 
arrange the terms of submission After some preliminaries it was agreed that 
a personal interview should take place Sevajee meanwhile showed great alarm 
lest some undue adv antage should be taken of him and as the most effectual 
means of dissipating his fears induced Afzul Khan to meet lnm at a se< luded 
spot with only a single attendant Sea ajee advanced with a timid hesitating 
air dressed in a cotton tunic. He was apparently unarmed hut w ore beneath 
the tunic a coat of mail, together with a dagger concealed in its sleeve while 


within his clenched fist and 
sharp hooks of steel known 
Afzul Khan thrown com 
Sevajee humbly implored 
seized by the claws and stab 
which had shared in his ov er 



attached to his fingers were 
by the name of tiger s claws 
pie tely off his guard while 
forgiveness was in a moment 
bed to the heart His army 
confidence was at the same 


time attacked on all sides by Malirattas lying in ambuscade and either perished 
by the sword or sought safety m flight This atiocity was perpetrated in 1659 
the year after Shah Jehan had been dethroned and owing to the condition 
both of the Mogul empire where a civil war of succession was raging and of 
the kingdom of Bejapoor which was threatened with dissolution from external 
violence and internal dissension vvis allowed to escape with impunity In 
I6G2 when peace was concluded Sevajee remained in possession of territory 
stretching 2o0 miles along the coast between Goa and Bombay so as to include 
the whole of the Concan between these points and also extending about 150 
miles above the Ghaut? from Poonali to Metruj near the hanks of the Kistna. 

Within this territory notwithstanding the ruggedness and general infertility Hoatiut » 
of the surface he was able to maintain an army of 7000 horse and 50 000 foot Si gills and 
Aurtmgzebe after dethroning bis father had conferred the viceroyalty of the 11 b tu * 
Deccan on Ins maternal uncle Shaista Khan who arrived m 1662 and fixed his 
residence at Aurungabad Hostilities had commenced between the Moguls and 
Malirattas and Sevajee had carried his ravages into the very heart of the Mogul 
province Shaista Khan in consequence put Ins forces m motion and driving 
the Mahrattas before lum gained possession of Poonali Sevajee had retired to 
the lull fort of Singurh about twelv e miles to the south and there lay watching 


T! vcpn id 1 y S r JI y k t h 
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Id th 1 d th first d f orth fing rs b 


pa- 1 tl gh th gs t th nil Th p 




296 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Rook IT 


A D 1CC4 


Shaisti 
Khan sur- 
prised 


Sevajee 
acquires 
a fleet 


Ins opportunity Being informed by spies of all Ins enemy’s movements, he 
learned that Shaista Khan had taken up Ins quarters m the house wlieie Seva- 
jee’s eaily days had been spent Well aware of the Malnattas’ waft, the Mogul 
commandei had taken eveiy pieeaution against smpuse, and was living m sup- 
posed security, when a banol of aimed men, with Sevajee at then head, rushed 
into Ins bed-cliambei He escaped by leaping fiom a window, but not befoie 
he had lost two of lus fingeis by a blow fiom a swoiol The Malnatta party 
had gained admission into the tow by joining a marriage procession, and had 
aftei wards availed themselves of then thoiough knowledge of the locality to 
penetrate into the house by a back entiance Shaista Khan’s son, and most ol 
Ins attendants, were cut to pieces, and in the confusion, befoie any steps could 
be taken, Sevajee was again hastening back in tiiumph to Ins mountain fast- 
ness Though the exploit failed m its mam object, it was mdneetly the cause 
of important lesults Shaista Khan, unwilling to admit that he had been com- 
pletely outwitted, tlnew the blame on the lajali, Jeswant Sing, not hesitating to 
accuse lnm of tieacheiy, though he had only lecently arrived to assist lnm with 
a stiong lemfoi cement In the quanel which ensued, the operations of the 
Mogul aimy weie so much crippled that Auiung7ebe interposed , and, lemovmg 
Shaista Khan to the government of Bengal, devolved the command of the 
Malnatta wai on Ins son, Punce Moazzim, assisted by the lajali The change 
was favouiable to Sevajee, who did not fail to turn it to account Aftei an 
ineffectual attempt on Smguili, the Mogul .11 my had letumed to Auiungabad. 
It was now Sevajee’s turn to letaliate Having, by a numbei of feigned move- 
ments, deceived the enemy, he suddenly darted off at the head of 4000 horse, 
and was not lieaid of befoie lie made Ins appeal ance at Suiat, m the beginning 
of January, 1664 It possessed no means of defence, and, with the exception of 
the English and Dutch factones, winch effectually resisted the attacks made 
upon them, was plundeied without opposition dm mg six days 

Not long after tins achievement Sevajee lost his father, Slialijee, who, at a 
very advanced age, was killed by a fall m hunting He thus acquired a con- 
siderable addition to Ins temtories , and, assuming the title of rajah, began to 
com money m lus own name He also turned Ins attention to naval affans, 
and collecting a fleet of eiglity-seven vessels, manned with 4000 men, took 
many Mogul ships, made descents upon the coast, and earned off much plundei 
fiom the poits and maritime tracts belonging to the King of Bejapoor All 
these aggiessions could not be permitted to pass unavenged The lajali, Jei 
Sing, who enjoyed as much of the confidence of Auiungzebe as that empeioi’s 
suspicious temper allowed him to give to any one, amved in the Deccan at the 
head of a laige army Sevajee made little lesistance in the open field, and, 
though lus foits of Singurh and Poorundhur when besieged made an effectual 
resistance, became so desponding of success that, on being assured of favourable 
terms, he at once offered to make Ins submission It is difficult to penetrate 
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lna motives but his conduct on this occasion certainty differs much horn tint ad iwi 
wlucli he hid 1 een accustomed to pursue. Without an} better security th in 
Jei Sings promise he aimed with only i few attendants in the lijihs camp 
and then making the humblest proftssions of fidelity lcidity accepted the terms 
which were offered. Of thirty two forts winch he possessed he unconditional!} 
surrendered twenty with all the temtoi} depending on them the remaining ^ j«« 
twelve and all his other possessions he was cont nted to hold ns a j i 0 lme flora bmu« 
the Mogul emperor In return foi all these sacrifices he icceived nothin B more to 1 Aunui * 
than the rank of a commander of *>000 men m the Mogul sen ice for Ins son 
Sambajee a boy of five jears of age and i kind of peiccntage on tlie revenues 
of the different districts of Bijipoor lhe latter grant w i valuable onl} tor 
its lndetmiteness as it aitenvards furnished the Maluattis with a pic text fot 
making man} unfounded claims. On the completion of this an m 0 einent Sev ajee 
joined the Mogul arm} with 2000 horse and 8000 lnfuiti} in an invasion of 
Bejapooi *1 he deference paid to him b} Jei Sin 0 md two letteis from Aiming 
zebe complimenting linn on Ins services made such m impression upon him that 
he set out with his son Sambajee on a visit to Delhi His leceptim w is morti 
tying in the extreme On appioaclnng the capital lie w is met only b} m officer d«ii 
of mferioi rank and on entcung the presence was left unnoticed to take Ins 
place amon Q commanders of the thud rink Overpowered bv feelings of shame 
and indignation he slunl behind and tell down in a swoon. What Aiming 
zebe intended by this treatment is not very obvious If he thought that the 
Mahratta spint was thus to be tamed he was gieitty mist iken Sevajee onlv 
burned foi rev en 0 e and preparator} to it began with all his usuil craft to 
plan, an e&eaye He liad brought, an escort, of oOO l\or*-o vnd 1000 foot, and 
lulled suspicion b} askin 0 leave to send them home on the giound that the 
climate did not agree with them He next feigned sickness uul bj gaming 
ovei some of the Hindoo pli}sicians who ittended him found mems of com 
mumcating with his friends without Meanwhile lie was const uitl} making i mne i 
presents of sweetmeats and previsions to fikirs and other devotees lliese were ihept 
conveyed in laige baskets and hampers which pissed so frequently that the 
guards set over lnm ceased to inspect them Esc ipe thus became compar itivelv 
easy One evening Sevajee was earned out in one of these hampers and Ins 
son in another and as he had taken the precaution to leave a seiv uit m lus bed 
to counterfeit lnm some time elipsed before the escape was discovered A 
strict seaicli was made m ever} qu uter and all tlie avenues b} winch lie might 
pass to Ins own countr} were carefull} watched hut at length after nine 
months of surpnsmg adventures he mide Ins appearance imong his own people 
in the disguise of a Hindoo religious mendicant 

It was not Sevajee s polic} to come at once to a final rupture with then “ 
Moguls and therefore a\aihn 0 lumself of a change of commanders in the t ** 
Deccan he once more made lus peace through the mediation of Jesuant Sin 0 
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AO 1072 obtained a foimal lecognition of Ins title of lajah, and, m addition to tlie le- 
coveiy of a laige poition of his old tenitoiy, obtained Hie giant of «i new jag- 
hne m Beiai He was thus at libeity to turn Ins anus against Jlcjapoor and 
Golconda, both of which, unwilling to lisle a contest, submitted to the humilia- 
tion of paying tribute An intei val ol ti anquilhty follow cd, and Sei ajcc turned 
it to good account, by mtioduciiig many impoitant internal leforms, and oigan- 
lzmg, with much skill and success, a legulai fonn both of militaiy and civil 
government 

Gimeofcnit The new aiiaiigement made between Sevajce and the Moguls was not sm- 
Annm-r/cbe ceie on eitlioi side Auiuiig/ebe only pictcnded iiiendslnp that he might once 
nmiso\'yoo moie p un possession of Sevajee’s pei-son, and thus sue the necessity of the 
piotiacted wai which must be earned on, in oulei to subdue him by toiee ol 
aims A game ot cialt was accoulingly placed ioi some time, but so little to 
Auiungzebe’s advantage, that he at hist tlnew oil the mask and declaied open 
hostilities Sevajee, so fai fiom declining the contest, took the in it actne step 
by attacking and le-captuung his hill-foit of Smguih Othei loits, iogethei 
with the temtoiies annexed to them, wcie .iLso jecovexed, and, m 1G70, aitei 
again plundeung Siu.it, he letned along the Iclt bank ot the Taptee into Can- 
deish, wlieie he set the example, toi the hist time, of lev} mg choul — a land ot 
permanent black-mail, foi winch the Malnattas aitei wauls became notonous, 
and which amounted to no less than one-ioui th of the annual leienue Hea\y 
and odious as the exaction was, many dish lots leadily submitted to pay it, 
in letum toi the exemption which it gave them fiom the othei fonns ot Mali- 
latta plundei 

Sevijeub Sevajee’s lapid successes weie gieatly tavouied by Auiungzebe’s suspicious 

success 

tempei and peisecutmg bigotiy Evei an aid that ins sons might txeat him as 
he had treated his own fatliei, he nevei intrusted them with any impoitant 
command, without shanng it with some othei officei who might be able to 
neutralize any treasonable attempts His wai m the Deccan was earned on 
on this punciple, and hence Piince Moazznn was not only eupplecl m Ins mo\ e- 
ments, but obhged to divide his foices so as to expose them to the dangei oi 
being beaten m detail In 1671, Aurungzebe, undei the influence of tins suspi- 
cious spmt, left Moazzim ivithout lemfoi cements, but at the same time sent 
Mohabat Khan to act independent of lnm, with an auny of 40,000 men Thus 
cncumstanced, neithei commandei was able to cope with the enemy, and, aftei 
a few ummpoitant operations, the xainy season coming on, obhged both to 
letne into quaiteis When the season foi lesummg opeiations commenced 
Mohabat Khan, while eagerly piosecutmg a siege, left 20,000 of his men exposed 
to the attack of a laige aimy which Sevajee had laised They w r eie, m conse- 
First great quence, completely defeated In this battle, which was foudit m 1672, the 
tiieMih Malnattas weie fox the fiist time successful against the Moguls in fan conflict 
m the open field. As may be supposed, the moial influence of the victoiy w r as 
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fir greater than tin actual gun nnd loss of tin cronlntnnts tin conquerors unrt 
being ns much elated ns tlie aanquishod were disheartened 

While AuroncTtbe wax sustaining these losses in tin Dcccin his attmtinn * u« 
was occupied h\ di turlnnccs in tlie northwestern provinces. llu Afghans p™ m 
always restless nnd troublesome hid for some turn, been kept in cluck I \ tin ,u,w ,ct 
go\ernor of Cal>ool Amin Klim on nnd micas, or of the celebrated Mir Tmnh 
hut in 1C70 the) defeated him in i pitched hittle nml resumed tliur supi 
rioriti After Mnous attempts to miImIiil them Vuning7tl>i undertook tin, 
war in person hut with \en inhflT nnt success nml after tin lapse >f thru 
\ears returned to Delhi To sau his honour he had concluded n urj imjKr 
feet arrangement Ills rttum was opjmrtuno for n fomudnlle insurrecti >n 
headed 1 ) Hindoo di lotees, who possessed gn lnllucnei nmnn„ tlmr amntr) 
men hroki out in the \icintt\ of the capital Its impnrtanct wns nt first 
uiulcmtcd mil tin idea gamin*, "round that tin nlilswtn nmhn 1 imin 
uhle h\ enchantment t!u Mogul troops amid scarce l \ 1 1 1 might to fici them 
UltimitcU howiur Vurung7tlie succeah 1 in mspinti„ his Musulm ins with 
n fanaticism equal to that of the diiotcts, nn I tin in urgent* sti tmm 1 n signal 
defeat 1 lit religious firm which the insurrection assumed gi\i new force to 
Aurun 0 7d)C8 hi n otn nnd he commenced a long course of persecution w itli tin 
re\i\al of the odmu jr ut or capit ition tax cn Hindoos. Tin utmost di con 
tent in consequence premikd nnd in the capital in particu! ir the str ets win 
so crowded with clamorous suppliants, that one d\) hndtn 0 him elf olntmeti d 
in proceeding to the mosque he made wn\ fir linn (If hi tramping 1 »wn tin 
inoh with his horses nnd elephants. 

In the provinces the results of this persecuting Rjstcm wire soon manifistid ( 

lhc Rajpoots entered into a lca 0 ue for mutual lefenci an 1 the whole ot the 
western part of Rnjpootnna rose m arms. An exterminatin', war cmniiu need 
and raged funoiisl) fir man) jears 1 ut as Aurun^/elK. a resources fir exceeded 
those of the insurgents he gmdnnll) guned ground eaptund the rtnnrkahli 
Itajpoot fortress of Clnttoor — situated on a loft) isolated rook which usin^ 
abniptl) from its base had fir additional ficcunt) been scarped all round to tin 
depth of nearl) 100 feet — and h) the terror of his dc\ natations compelled nn 
external submission from man) who continued to hate him m then hearts 
In the Deccan t\crj Hindoo now considering his religion at stake felt 
personall) interested in the triumph of the Mnhrattas. Se\ ajee conseqncntU 
continued to prosper In 1G71 when a disputed succession ui Bijapooi made 
conquest eas) he extended his Rwa) o\cr the whole of the Southern Concan 
with the exception of a few isolated points and be)ond the Ghauts pu bed 
his boundary much firthcr eastward IlaMng now all the rcaht) of a great 
sovereignty he resolved to complete it in due form anil on the Gth of June 
1 07 1 was crowned with a pomp which imperfect!) but ostcntatiousl) imitated 
the Mogul ceremonial on similai occasions Fiom this period u p mlm 0 himself 
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as the form dei of a new national dynasty, he lived in legal state, changed the 
name of his officeis fiom Persian to Sanscnt, and became stnctly obseivant 

of all the rites of Hindooism 
These pioceedmgs must have 
<nven moi tal offence to Anrung- 
zebe, and, accoidmgly, when the 
Malnattas weie engaged m 
making conquests fiom Bejapooi, 
the Moguls seized the oppoi- 
tunity to make an inclusion into 
then temtoiy Sevajee deemed 
it too unimportant to 1 equire his 
piesence, and contented himself 
with letaliatmg by sending de- 
tachments which plundeied Can- 
deish and Beiai , and pioceedmg 
beyond the Neibudda, which had 
never befoie been ciossed by a 
Mahratta foice, can led Ins devas- 
tations as fai as Baioach, m 
Gujeiat For some time his 
thoughts had been fixed on the 
south There the jaglnie which 
Ins father acquued m Mysoie 
was held by a youngei brothei under the nominal supiemacy of Bejapooi 
It property formed part of Sevajee’s patrimony, and he determined to obtain 
it either m virtue of Ins legal claim or by compulsion The distance, liowevei, 
was too gieat to allow him to set out for it without taking precautions The 
temtory of the King of Golconda partly intervened, and m order not to leave 
his rear exposed it was necessaiy to come to an understanding with him This 
was not difficult, as they agreed m regarding the King of Bejapooi and the 
Mogul empeioi as common enemies After making overtures, which were 
favoui ably received, Sevajee set out at the head of 30,000 hoise and 40,000 foot 
On the way he halted at Golconda, and concluded an alliance by which, m 
return for defence against a Mogul or Bejapoor invasion, a tram of artillery, 
and a subsidy m money, he agreed to share with the Ling all the territory he 
should conquer beyond his fathei s jaglme Continuing Ins loute, he crossed 
the Toongabudra at Kurnool, proceeded south-east to Cuddapah, then passed 



low fr of ViCTom, Ghittoor 1 — I ergu^on s Hindoo Architecture 


' Tiie Kheerut Khumb, or Tower of Victol-j, was 
erected in 1439, to commemorate a victory over the 
combined armies of Malwah and Gujerat by Rana 
Khunibo w ho reigned in Merw ar, 141S-GS It stands 
on a terrace 42 ft squaTe , it is 172 ft in height , and 


each of the four face-, is at the base 35 ft in length 
There are nine sto-ies, and on the summit is a cupola 
The whole is one mass of tiie most elaborate sculpture, 
executed in white maible, and representing various 
Bubjectsof Hindoo mythology — Thornton Gaz India 
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close to Madras and finally tumm 0 Booth west presented himself before the ao lew 
strong fort of Gingcs helon e m 0 to Hejapoor Ife could net Imc tal in it by 
three hut Ind previously unde secure of it by bribing its commander Hie 
heavy part of his nrmv left Inland succeeded in captunn^ ^ dloie On arming 
nt his fathers jaglnn his brother refused to resign it hut ultimately after lu 
had tah.cn forcible possession he entered into an amusement tv winch lit 
restored it to his brother on condition of net ivitig half the revenue 

The alliance with Goleond v had lutn short livid fir the hm r Bluntly after , j rn ^" ^ 
Sevajees departme arranged with the Moguls and consequently forfeited 1114 
all claim to any hare in the conquests which had loan math Tin immediate 1 
imluceimnt to abandon the nlhanct was an invasion of Goleoml i 1 \ the Moguls 
undir a edehrnted hadtr of the name of Dihr khan I Ins chief after Ins 
attach on (olcondi elite riel tin temt >rv of Bejapoor and though Ins force 
was sm ill so de\tirou lv avnihd hunstlf if intorml disseiisuns that he was 
able to lav Me^c to tin capitd itself In tin evtnmitv the km n of B japooi 
larnestly npplud firnsisUmci t< ‘‘nvnjie who was advancing for this purjiosc 
when lie was nstom heel to learn that Ins son Samlajec hid deserted to the 
Moguls. Hi fatlur had imprisoned lutn in n hill fi rt for gross misconduct and 
the youth hiving made his eseajn tied to Dihr wlmriecivid lum withojien 
arms Notvvith tanding this domestic calamitv Sevnjee continued lus ixutions 
with so much vigour that all Dihr khans efforts were ladled and Byapoor 
w as saved As the price of this Fiivice Sevnjei ohtnuud n large icccssion of 
temtorv all tin Bijnpoor districts between flic loongabmlra and the kistna 
buu„ ceded to lum 

Amnl all these micccsscs Sevajiewas so7id with an illness w 1 ieb carried n«‘i r 
him off on the dh of \pril lfiSO In the course of nature he uu^ht still have ** **** 
had a eonsulerable can or to run as he hail only attained lus fiftv thud year 
but he lnd lived Ion„ enough to produce great political changes, and become 
the founder of an empire On„inall\ little lntt< r than a manudin*, adventurer 
lie displived wonderful sagacity m profiting by even opening tint presented 
itself and when biou^ht dice to fice with the most powerful monircb of the 
I a-st not only maintained an equal contest lmt often gained decided advantages. 

When An run 0 7ebc entered upon Ins Mahometan crusade Sevnjic met lum on 
his own ground ami Lahm 0 Hmdooism under his piotection gave it onct more 
a nation il a. tendency It is not to lie denied that in pursum_, lus objects he 
was unscrupulous an l committed several atrocious crimes hut it may be 
pleaded for lmn in mitigation that his enemies wen m these respects still worse 
than himself and that while their crimes were often the effect of mere liar 
harism delighting m deeds of Hood foi their own sal e he w s never wantonly 
cruel and threw honour and humanity aside only when lie imn 0 med of course 
erroneously that sound policy required it 

Sambajee was a very diffuent man fiom lus father ami possessed none of 
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a i) ibso his good qualities except couiage While a meie youth he had become a com- 
plete debauchee, and when by his misconduct he had subjected himself to con- 
finement, so little was lus patnotism that the fust use he made of his lecovered 
simbajee fieedom was to desert to the enemy He had again returned to Ins countiy, but, 
Sevajet" so far from having recovered his father’s good graces, was a prisoner m the fort 
of Pan alia when Ins father died As might have been expected m these circum- 
stances, some demur was made to his accession, though he was the eldest son, 
and a party was foimed with the view of placing a second son, Rajah Ram, a 
boy of ten years old, on the throne This part}’- endeavoui ed to conceal the 
news of Sevajee’s death , but Sambajee got immediate notice of it, and was at 
once acknowledged by the gainson of the foit What had previously been a 
prison was thus conveited into a stronghold, wheie he lemamed secure till the 
party opposed to him bioke down, and lie enteied Ryeghui, the capital, as 
undisputed sovereign 

Haloes His fiist acts justified the opposition which had been made to him Seva- 

]ees widow, the mothei of Ram Sing, was put to death, Ram Sing himself was 
impusoned, seveial Brahmins of his party were thrown into chains, and such 
of lus enemies as belonged to other castes weie beheaded The disaffection thus 
pioduced was gieatly increased by haish treatment of his father’s ministers, 
wlide lie gave himself up to the guidance of a worthless favourite of the name 
of Calusha, who pandeied to lus vices 

The first hostilities m which Sambajee engaged teinnnated to his disadvan- 
tage The island of Jmjeera, situated on the west coast of India, a little south 
of Bombay, had long been possessed by the Hubsees or Siddees, chiefs of Abys- 
sinian ongm, who held it of Bejapoor on the condition of maintaining a fleet for 
Hu ittempt the protection of commerce, and the safe conveyance of pilgrims to Mecca The 
Island of island was strongly fortified, and the Siddees having the command at sea, were 

Timeera w p en attacked to offer a very foimidable lesistance The proximity of the 

island to the Mahratta capital would have made it a most desirable possession 
to that powei, as it contributes to form one of the best harbours on the Indian 
coast, and many were the attempts which Sevajee had made to become master 
of it He was always unsuccessful , and while making large conquests m other 
quaiters, had the mortification of seeing all Ins efforts baffled whenever he 
dnected them against this little spot Sambajee flattered himself that he would 
be moie foitunate, and no soonei felt firmly seated than he resolved to com- 
mence the siege of Jmjeera One of his operations was to connect the island 
with the mainland by a mound, and effect the capture by means similai to 
those which Alexandei the Great used when he took the city of Tyre He 
proved no Alexandei , and after being compelled to raise the siege, was enraged 
beyond measuie on seeing the Siddees plundeung his villages, and learning that 
they had defeated his fleet at sea In the midst of Ins wrath he would willingly 
have fixed the blame on any but himself, and on the pretence that they had 
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assisted his enemies mult war on the Portuguese and was with difficulty ad ibs? 
les trained fiom attaching the English also 

A more formidable enemy than either immediately appeared ind gave lum " n* 

th M 

tall employment In the Deccan the character of the new Maliratta sovereign a Mai 
had soon become mani fest and the strict discipline which Sevajee had mam 
tamed rapidly disappeared through the idhness ind debaucheiy of his son 
He had left \ast treasures hut these were soon quandered and the attempt 
to replace them by increasing the land revenue spread general disaffection 
Aurungzebe perfectly informed as to the change which had taken place had 
no sooner quelled the insurrection of the Rajpoots than lie began lus marcl 
southwards with the avowed purpose of making a final conquest of the Deccan. 

His arm} was so numerous and well eqiupped that he never contemplated the 
possibility of failure and therefore disdained to strengthen himself by formin 0 
any alliance with Bejapoor and Golconda This overweening confidence was 
his first great fault another which looks like infatuation was the announce 
ment oi his determination rigidly to exact the jezia Even Ins military talents 
appear to have forsaken linn for he began the campaign without in} properly 
concerted plan Whde makin 0 a lon 0 halt at Eoorhanpoor on the Taptee he 
sent off two large d< tachments — one under Prince Azim to reduce some lull 
forts ot the Ghauts and the other under Prince Moazzim to ov errun the Gone m 
and penetrate to the south ot the Mahratta country Azim was paitull} sue 
cessful though more by bribery than prowess Moazzim threaded his way 
through the thickets of the Deccan without being opposed and yet when he i ni m 
u rived in the vicinity of Goa it was only to find himself m a worse condition th fm 
than if he had sustained a signal defeat Almost all his horses and cattle had 
perished under the hardships of the march and the want of forage ind even 
the men were begmnm 0 to suffer from scarcity Sambajee in the meantime 
was not idle While he occupied the passes through the Ghauts his cruisfis 
were scouring the sea and captunn 0 the Mogul vessels which were endeavour 
ing to lind provisions on the coasts With the greatest difficulty Moazzim 
reached the country above the Gliauts with an army almost disorganized and 
spent the rainy season near Meeruj where lus ranks were again dreadfull} 
thinned by an epidemic. 

When the campaign was resumed Aurungzebe advanced m person to 
Alimednuggur while Azim and Moazzim were ordered to enter Bejapoor fiom Deccan 
opposite directions Sambajee immedntely saw his advanta Q e and assembling 
a bod} of horse in the north of the Concan placed himself suddenly in Aurun e 
zebe s rear sacked and burned the city of Boorlianpoor and vv as ag im back in 
the Concan le i\ ing the whole country m a blaze In Bejapoor the campaign 
w is equilly disastrous neither of the rojal princes possessing sufficient strength 
to m ike head against the forces opposed to them and though both receiv ed 
reinforcements no advantage whatever was gained except the capture of Simla 
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pool To this place Aui ungzebe .advanced with Ins anny Tins movement fui- 
mslied Sambajee with the opportunity of making anothei plundenng exclusion, 
dunng winch he devastated }iait of Gujei.it and plundeied the city of Baioach 
About this tune he had enteied into an alliance with the King of Golconda, who 
was tlieiefore now legal ded as an enemy ol the Moguls, and Ins kingdom invaded 
by Auiungzebe The aimy, commanded by Pnnce Moazzim, made little piogiess 
till the commandei -in-chief, a fanatic Mussulman, who was offended at the influ- 
ence possessed by a Bialnnin, tinned tiaitoi and deseited, cairymg the gieatci 
part of Ins tioops along with linn Resistance was now vain, and, while the king 
took lefuge in the foit of Golconda, Hydeiabad, Ins capital, was seized and sacked 
Having been leduced to the necessity of accepting ivhatevci teims weie ofleied to 
him, the Moguls left linn effectually cuppled, and next tinned then aims against 
Bejapooi The siege of the capital vas immediately commenced by Auiungzebe 
m peison It was successful, and the Bejapooi monaichy ceased to exist The 
splendoui to which the capital had attained is still attested by its 1 ums Aurung- 
zebe having thus succeeded piobably beyond Ins expectations, appeals to have 
repented of Ins leniency in having left the King of Golconda even a shadow 
of independence Little difficulty was found m devising a pretext for bi caking 
the peace, and the whole temtoiy was speedily ovenun The king, Abul Hasan, 
shut up in his foit, shook oft the effeminacy foi which he had pieviously been 
notonous, and defended lnmself successfully for seven months Tieacheiy at 
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last again did its work, and the Golconda monaichy also was extinguished in 
1687 The Mogul empire now reached its utmost limits m the south The 
kingdoms of Alimednuggur, Bejapoor, and Golconda, wei e fonnally mcoipoiated 
with it, and even a considerable poition of the Mysoie, and moie especially that 
pait which had foimed Shahjee’s jaglnie, was held at least by militaiy occupa- 
tion Vencajee, whom Sevajee had left m possession of the jaglnie, was obliged 
to confine lnmself to Tanjore, and any othei Maluattas who had made acquisi 
tions m the same quaitei, were ckiven fiom the open countiy and found no 
safety beyond the piecmcts of their lnl 1-forts 
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While Aiuuu 0 iSebe was. thus pursuing lus victorious caieei Sambajee seemed \ d ie d 
to be almost forgotten Under the guid mce of the despicable C ilusha he had 
been pui suing a shameless course of drunkenness and debaucheiy The whole 
of the open country belonging to the M ilirattas w as in consequence o\ errun 
and a sy stematxc attempt was about to be made on the forts w hen a still more 
important object was gamed by the capture of Sambajee himself He was sambajeo 
living in security it a fav ounte pleasuie house in the Concan when 1 ukarrab B0 P d 
Khan the Mogul officer at Kolapoor acting on a plan which is said to have 
originated w ith Aurungzebe himself set off w ith a small body of troops crossed 
the Ghauts and after a journey of nearly sixty miles made Ins sudden ippear 
ance An alarm was immediately spiead and escape was still practicable but 
Sambajee w as in such a state of intoxication as to be unable to attempt it and 
was carried off m triumph together with Calusha to the Mogul head quarters 
Aurungzebe deeming it possible to use him as a tool offered him Ins life on 
condition of turnin 0 Mussulman hut he i ejected the offer with scorn and spoke ^ ^ 
of Mahometanism in such contemptuous teims tint an ordinary death was 
deemed an insufficient punishment and lie w is subject d to horrid baibanties 
before being beheaded 

Tins execution which tool pluem August 1689 spitad miner j 1 mdigna 
tion imong the Malirattas Sambvjees worthless charactei w is overlooked 
and the heroism with which he hod courted death sooner tlnn abjure Ins filth 
made him he ie 0 arded somewli it m the light of a marty r The pnncipal chiefs 
immedi itely on receiv in e tidings of lus deith assembled at Rye e hur and 
acknowledged hi inf mt son Salio as rajah Rajah Ram Sambajee s biotliei au 
w is appointed regent Tlit task thus assigned him w is extremely difficult ^ J*’ 
Aurungzebe in person was at the head of in ovenv helming foicc and it seemed 1 ds h d “ t 
as if the Malirattas more e pecially after the capital and with it the >oun Q Rj h t r 
rajah lnmsclf fell into lus hand would have no alteinitive but to tlnow them 
selves on the victors mercy In this extremity Rajah Ram fled to the strong 
fortress of Gingee in the Carnatic after putting the forts of the Deccan in a 
good state of defence and ordering the troops to disperse in then villages and 
w ait for better times The leading chiefs w hose lands might liav e been foi 
feited made no scruple of making a fei 0 ned submission to the Mogul while 
they still kept up an understanding with their countrymen and watched foi 
the hist opportunity of jomin 0 any rebellion which pronu ed to he successful 

The subjugation of the Deccan bein 0 ipp irently complete Auiungzebe m u tu 
despatched a general of the name of Zulfikai Ivlian to reduce Gin gee Rajah d aBtt 08 
Ram who had now be 0 un to govern in his own name in consequence of the 
captivity of his nephew prepared for i vigorous defence and Zulfikar Khan 
had no soonei reconnoitred the place than he saw that success was hopeless 
without strong remfoi cements While apply m B for these he ent part of his 
irmy into lanjoie and othei southern countries to levy contributions Ihey 

lot I 39 
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weie thus employed when they leceived an uigent leoall Ihc Malnattas, who 
had never entirely desisted fiom then gueiilla warfaie, had become emboldened 
by partial successes, and weie musteiing stiong in various quaiters Scarcely 
any district in. the Deccan was secuie fiom then incursions, and whenever the 
chont was withheld, nothing was to be seen but flic and devastation Two Mah- 
ratta leaders, Santajee Goipaia and Danajee Jadu, paiticulaily distinguished 
themselves By mtercepting convoys, and attacking isolated detachments, they 
spread such geneial alaim that Auiungzebe felt the necessity of endeavoui mg, 
by decisive measuies, to levive the spmt of Ins tioops Zulfikai Khan was still 
befoie Gmgee, and unable to make any progiess because the lemfoi cements 
winch he lequned had been withheld When they weie .it last despatched, 
Auiungzebe gave the chief command to Ins son Cambaksli, but at the same 
time, adhering to Ins suspicious system, conti oiled Ins opeiations by sending 
along with him Assad Khan, Zulfikai Khan s fathei As might have been 
expected, all paities weie dissatisfied with this anangement Cambaksli com- 
plained that, wlide he boie the lesponsibility, the authoiity which he possessed 
was only nominal , Assad Khan and his son, on the otliei hand, complained with 
equal leason that, while the buulen of conducting the wai lay on them, all the 
fame which might be acquired was leseived foi anothei 

While the leadeio weie thus at vanance, the combined opeiations necessaiy 
to insure success could not be adopted It is even said that Zulfikai Khan 
earned Ins resentment so fai as to entei into tieasonable conespondence with 
the enemy, and furnish them with intelligence which enabled them to liustiate 
all the effoits of the besiegers No wonder that, m such circumstances, the siege 
was piotiacted for yeais Meanwhile Santajee and Danajee, the two leadeis 
above mentioned, weie not idle Then paitizans weie spiead ovei the whole 
country, and they could, on the slioitest notice, gathei thousands aiound then 
standaid Thus feeling their stiengtli, they lesolved to make a gieat effoit foi 
the lelief of Gmgee The foice piovided foi this puipose amounted to 20,000 
chosen hoise It was commanded by Santajee, who came upon the besiegeis so 
suddenly that one of their ch visions was completely suipnsed An attempt to 
check his piogiess only led to a second overtlnow, and the Moguls, cut olf 
fiom then supplies and confined within then inti enchments, became, instead of 
besiegeis, besieged They adopted the best coiuse which lemamed to them ni 
the cncumstances, and made an anangement which allowed them to letne to 
Wanchvash, about twenty miles distant 

Dunng the gieatei pait of the siege, Aiuungzebe had lemamed m peimanent 
cautonments neai Punderpooi, on the Beema, but on healing of this disgrace, 
advanced to Bejapooi While stiongly condemning the conduct of Ins geneials, 
he inconsistently confened the sole command on Zulfikar Khan, the only one 
who was tiuly to blame Aftei a numbei of desultoiy opeiations, the siege was 
lesumed and again began to hngei till Zulfikai Khan, awaie that Auiungzebe s 

/ 
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suspicions w ere aroused saw the necessity of no longer dally mg Accordingly ad mo 
after allowing Rajah Ram to escape he earned on Ins operations m earnest and 
soon made himself master of the place 

Jhis success was partly owin 0 to internal dissensions which had broken out m hr »tt- 
among the Malirattas Danajee and Santajee after acting in concert had given 
way to feelings of mutual jtalousy and come to an open rapture Santajic as 
the stricter disciplinamn of the two was the less popular and after an attempt 
to maintain Ins position found his party so weakened that he had no alternative 
hut flight. He w vs pursued overtaken and notwithstanding all his sen ices 
remnrsehssly put to dt ith At this time Rajah Ram had t iken up his residence 
m Sattarah w here he had not only succeeded in again organizing the gov eminent 
l ut soon found himself so strong ns to l>c able to take the field at the head of 
the largest army which the Malinttas had ever raised Procccdin 0 northward 
he crossed the Godavery levying the chout and when it was refused spreading 
devastation as far as Jaulna forty miles east of Aurangabad Here Ins progress 
was checked by a Mogul detachment headed by lus old opponent Zulfil ar Khan 
who pressed closely upon Ins track and inflicted upon him sev eril defeats fiie.se 
however were soon repaired and the Malirattas only dispersed for the time to 
reappear in another quarterns strong as ever On the whole therefore the 
Moguls ev en w hen they gained a v ictory w ere s< ldom permitted to reap the 
fruits of it and hence were gradually becoming more and more exhausted and 
dispiritf (b 

Aurun 0 zebc could not shut his eyes to the difhcultics of lus position and ^ ‘ 
though now far advanced in life gave proof of indomitable energy in the efforts 
which he made to improve it Qmttm 0 his cantonments on the Recraa he 
suddenly appeared before Sattarah which was tal en in April 1700 after a 
desperate defence which protracted the siege for several months. While it was 
earned on Rajah Ram bad died, and been succeeded by a minor son under the 
regency of lus mother lara Bai. It is not improbable that tins event fuoured 
the Moguls as m tlie course of a few years all the pnncipal forts of the Mali 
rattas were wrested from them The war however still continued and with 
every new success gained by Aurungzebe seemed rather to enlarge its sphere 
TJnder tlie Mahratta system of devastation the whole Deccan was corn erted into 
a desert and districts winch had previously escaped were thrown into constema 
turn by their incursions Molwah was ilmost overran and no part of Gujerat 
felt secure Even the forts in the capture of which tlie Moguls had spent so 
much time and treasure and lost so many lives could not be retained and 
be G an to fall one by one into the hands of their former possessors 

lo meet the dangers winch thus environed him all tin. energv wlucli a n 
Aurungzebe possessed in the most vigorous period of Ins life would scarcely have <mite» 
sufficed and tins energy was now forsaking lnm Borne down by the weight 
of y e irs lie longed for repos< and was not unwilling to bav e purchased it by 
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setting the Rajah Saho at hbeit\, and even submitting to pay an annual 
peicentage on the 1 c venue of the Deccan The Malnattas listened to Ins ovei- 
tuies, but, conscious of then advantages, became so exoibitmt m then demands 
that all attempts at negotiation failed, and Aumng/ebe, tlneatened on eveiy 
side, was compelled to letieat He leached Ahmednuggm <iftei a senes of 
disasteis and naiiow peisonal escapes Heie bis health ga\e way, and it soon 
became appaient that Ins end was appi caching Thus bi ought face to face 
with the last enemy, he coweied befoie him, and tiembled undei both leal and 
nnagmaiy tenois None of his ci lines teems to have filled him with so much 
lemoise as the detlnonement of Ins fatliei lie feaied that the same measuie 
was about to be meted out to himself, and hence saw his worst enemies in his 
own sons A suggestion by Pi nice Moazznn to make an angements for the 
future was inteipieted into a wish to pluck the ciown fiom Ins head befoie he 
had ceased to weai it, and when a lettei fiom Piince Azim was lead, lequesting 
pei mission to come to Ahmednuggm because Ins health was suffenng at Gujeiat, 
he exclaimed, “That is exactly the pietext I used to Shah Jehan in Ins illness ’ 
Nothing, indeed, could be moie melancholy than Am ung/ebe’s death-bed A 
letter dictated to Azim m Ins last moments gives utteiance to Ins lemoise and 
ten 01 , and concludes thus “Come what may, 1 have launched my vessel on 
the waves Faiewell' faiewell' faiewell' ’ Anothei lettei to Prince Cambaksh, 
Ins youngest son, is in the same spmt “AVheievei I look 1 see nothing but the 
Divinity I have committed numeious ci lines, and I know not with what 
punishments I maybe seized The agonies of death come upon me fast” 

It was so, and on 21st 
Febinaiy, 1707, Aurung- 
zebe expnecl, m the 
eiglity-mnth yeai of bis 
age and the fiftieth of Ins 
leign Aftei Ins death 
a document of the natui e 
of a will was found undei 
Ins pillow, giving the 
noi them and eastei n pio- 
vmces of the empn e, with 
the title of empeioi, and 
the capital, Delhi, to 
Moazzim the south- 
west, and south, including 
the noithem pait of the 

Deccan, with Agia as a capital, to Aznn and the kingdoms of Golconda and 
Bejapoor to Cambaksh The extent to which these airangements weie cairied 
out, and the lesults, will aftei waids be seen 
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reigns ot the Mogul emperors Shah Jehan and Aurungzebe 
f£^y| I together with the nse and progress of the Mahrattis are so 
EMM closely interwoven that it was necessar\ to link them togethei 
m a continuous namtive In this way man.} }ears of the 


lustorj of the London East India Comp m} have been left 
behind It will now be proper therefore to retrace our steps ind return to 
the period of Cromwell s de ith which took, plate in 1(5 j8 the very same \eai 
in which Shah Jehan ceased to reign The effects direct or indirect which 
both e\ents produced in regard to the Company must now be det tiled 

After Cromwell on the recommendation of his council of state had decided e 
that the trade to the East Indies should m future be carried on b} one joint v 
stock the Compan} now united \ ith the body designated sometimes as Assada 3 
Merchants and sometimes is Merchant Ad\ enturers raised the large subsenp 
tion of £78(5 000 and despatched fiat ships three of them consigned to Surat 
Persia and Bantam one to Fort St Geoige or Madras and one to Bengal 
Hie civil wai which the contending claims of the sons of Shah Jelnn lnd 
produced in India had a most injurious effect on tiade At Surat m particulai 
the operations of the Compan} were almost entirel} suspended and the 
president and council were greatl} perplexed as to the course which the} 
ou a ht to pursue because as they themselves expressed it it was equall} 
dangerous to solicit or to accept of protection it being impossible to foresee who 
mi 0 ht ultimately be the Mogul In England similar results w ere occasioned 
by the uncertamt} which prevailed while the protectorate feebly and almost 
reluctantly continued by Bicliard Cromwell was gradually supplanted b} the 
re establishment of monarchical institutions under Charles II During this 
inxious interval the servants of the Company abroid were left very much 
to their own discretion. When the homeward bound vessels were about to 
return the council of Surat after consultation with the different captains, 
endeav ourtd to prov ide for all contingencies bv entering into an arrangement 
by which the captains agreed to sail is a fleet ind bound themselv es under 
a penalty of £(5000 each to keep together as fir as practicable On arriving 
at St Helena winch had now become the Company s principal intermediate 
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ad loss station between Eui ope and India, they were to wait foi intelligence lioin 
England, and m the event of its not piovmg favourable, to dnect then 
com se to Baibadoes, and there remain till nssuied of a safe letuin 

Foimeily the 

_ ' ' Company had been 

- ' _ averse to foitifica- 

-J tions, 01 «it least to 

rr 

F ~ ~ - the expense which 

itwouldhenecessaiy 


../i 


- kr- - 

an ^ maintaining 
‘ them, but it was 

' V,*b constantly becoming 

moie and moie ap- 
paient from the po- 

Necessity of litical state of India, as well as from the pi eponderatmg influence of the Dutch, 
that without foitifications, and the absolute conti ol of them, it would be im- 
possible to place the trade on a secnie and lasting foundation Accoidmgly we 
find the piesidency of Suiat, in accoi dance with mstiuctions leceived fiom home, 
examining the west coast of the Indian peninsula, m oidei to discovei some 
station which, stiong by natuie, might be made still stiongei by art, so as to affoid 
a seciue asylum, and lecommendmg foi this puipose difteient stations which the 
King of Poitugal might be induced to cede It is latliei lemaikable that one 
of these was Bombay, which was shoi tly after to become the propel ty of the 
Bntisli ciown as part of the dowiy of the Portuguese infanta On the Coio- 
mandel coast the same necessity foi stiong fortification was felt, m consequence 
of the alaim which had been excited by the near appioach of Sevajee to Madias 
when he was marching to Ins southern conquests In the Peisian Gulf, wlieie 
the sliaie of the customs of Gomberoon still formed a valuable blanch of the 
Company’s revenue, the Peisian government had given so many indications of 
hostility that it was senously pioposed to negotiate the occupation of Muscat 
It would almost seem that m pioposmg this occupation some objects of a ver> 
questionable, if not puatical natuie weie contemplated, foi among the induce- 
ments mentioned by the Suiat piesidency are not meiely the beneficial effect 
it might have on then coast tiade on the west of India, but the facility it would 
give “ to seize m retaliation on the Malabai junks ” In Bengal, notwithstanding 
vanous acts of oppression by the governor, the hopeful cliaiactei of the tiade — 
winch seemed capable of being increased to any extent, and rendeied peculiar lj 
valuable on account of the fine qualities of the goods, particularly saltpetre, raw 
silk, taffetas, and other manufactures — made a fortified station particularly 
desirable, but it could not be obtained voluntanly, and the Mogul government 
still seemed so stiong that the idea of attempting to gam it by foice would. 
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if any had been bold enough to propose it have been scouted it once as ad k.60 
impracticable and monstrous 

The restoration of Charles II m 1660 had at first a decidedly favourable Met fth 
influence on the interests of the Company Amicable relations were at once 
re established with Spain the bonds of friendship with Portugal were drawn 
closer by royal affinity and the States general while conoiatulatin,, the king 
on Ins return not only proposed a renew al of friendship but gav e i pledge of 
their sincerity by ordering the immediate cession of the island of Polaioon to 
the London East India Company In regard to this cession it must ho wev ei 
be added tint the Dutch governor of Batina to whom the order was issued 
postponed it for several years under \anous pretexts and at last obeved it only 
in the letter while he grossly \ 10 lated it in spirit by prenou ly destioying all 
the spice trees so as to render the possession worthless Some of tlip other 
benefits which the Company owed to the Restoration were of a more substantial 
nature The first of these to which it is necessary to attend w as a new crown 
charter 

11ns deed dated 3d April proceeds upon the following preamble — Wheieas n« lmi 
our wellbelo\ed subjects the Governor and Company of Merchants trading 
into the East Indies have been of long time a corporation to the honour and 
profit of this nation and have enjoyed and do enjoy divers privileges and 
immunities by force of several letters patent and charters heietofore granted to 
them by our late royal progenitors Queen Ehzxbeth and King James of blessed 
memory And where is we are given to understand tint of late divers disorders 
and inconveniences have been committed as well by our own subjects as 
foreigners to the great prejudice of the sud Company and interruption of then 
trade whereupon they have humbly besought us to giant and confum thur 
said chaiters with some alterations and additions tendm 0 to the benefit mil 
advancement of their trade and traffich As it would be superfluous to give 
iny analy sis of the contents of this charter in so far as it merely repeats and 
confirms those prev lously granted it is necessary only to attend to the alterations 
and additions sev eral of which are v ery important 

In regard to duration no change is made the only limit to perpetuity bein & its 1 dj 
is before a three y ears notice but an alteration affecting the v ery constitution 1 
of the Company is produced by 1 claust which abolishing the right which every 
member had hitherto enjoyed of giving one and no mor< than one vote provides 
that m futurp every person shall have a number of votes according to his 
stock tli it is to say for every £500 by him subscribed or brought into the 
present stock one vote and that any of those that have subscribed or 
biou a ht less than £o00 may give then respective sums to mal e up £500 and 
have one vote jointly for the same 

By another series of still more important clauses the stuctly mercantile 
cliarictei of the Company was revolutionized and full piovision made for the 
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large exemse of judicial and even political functions Thus '“all plantations, 
fox ts, fortifications, factones, 01 colonies, wlieie the said Company s factones 
and tiade aie, 01 shall he m the East Indies, shall he immediately and fiom 
liencefoith undei the powei and command of the said govemoi and Company,’ 
with “full powei and authonty to appoint and establish goveinois, and all 
othei officeis to govern them” The extent of the authonty thus conlened is 
explamed by its being added, that in each factoiy 01 place of tiade the govemoi 
and Ins council “may have powei to pidge all poisons belonging to the said 
governor and Company, 01 that shall live undei them, m all causes whethei civil 
or ciimmal, accoiding to the laws of this kingdom, and to execute judgment 
aecoichngly ’ As tlieie might be lactones Vrbeie tlieie weie no govemoi and 
council, the chief factoi and Ins council in such places •weie cmpov, eied, when 
any cnme 01 misdemeanoui was committed, “to tiansnnt the paitj, togetliei 
with the offence, to such othei plantation, factoiy, 01 foit, wlieie tlieie is a 
govemoi and council, wlieie justice may be executed, 01 into this kingdom of 
England, as shall be thought most convenient” One can baldly help lemaikmg 
how veiy absolute these poweis aie, and how veiy liable they must have been 
to abuse One of the most frequent fonns of alleged misdemeanoui must have 
been the invasion of the Company’s exclusive pnvileges In all such cases, the 
Company weie the complaining paities, and hence, in violation of .ill lecognized 
lules of judicial piocediue at least undei governments not actually despotic — 
they weie m fact constituted judges m then own cause 

The militaiy and political pnvileges confenedaie, if possible, still moie ample 
They include “free liberty and license foi the said govemoi and Company, in 
case they conceive it necessaiy to send eithei slaps of wai, men, 01 ammuni- 
tion into any then factories, 01 othei places of then tiade m the said East 
Indies, foi the security and defence of the same, and to choose commandeis and 
officers ovei them, and to give them power and authonty by commissions undei 
then common seal 01 othei wise, to continue 01 make peace 01 wai with any 
prince or people that aie not Christians m any places of then tiade, 01 shall be 
most foi the advantage and benefit of the said governoi and Company and of 
then tiade, and also to light and reeompence themselves upon the goods, estate, 
01 people of these paits, by whom the said govemoi and Company may sustain 
any nijuiy, loss, 01 damage, or upon any other people wliatsoevei that shall any 
ways inteiiupt, wiong, 01 injure them m then said tiade within the said places, 
temtoiies, and limits” Authonty, moieover, is given “to eiect and build such 
castles, foi tifications, foits, garrisons, colomes or plantations at St Helena, as 
also elsewhere within then limits and bounds of tiade, “as they m then disci e- 
tions shall think fit and requisite , and foi the supplying of such as shall be 
requisite to keep and be m the same, to send out of this kingdom to the said 
castles, <fec, “all kind of clothing, piovision of victuals, ammunition, and nnple 
ments necessaiy foi such purpose, without paying of any custom, subsidy, 01 
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other clutj for the Mint oh nlso to trm i*irl nn 1 c irrv o\ i r uth tmtnbc r of v t> \m 
men l*cj|j n w illin„ thereunto us tin v drill think lit 

The in\*i ion of the exclusive i mileee’s of tho chirk r 1 \ unhet iu 1 tn Krs ^ n «- 

* Wi f 

hill occupied too much of the attention of the Comjunv nnd In t too ofle n Wen iw - \ 
the Fulject of fatitinn nml coinplunt to the crown to allow it to 1 e overlooked * 
Several minute and tnn B etit tlin csim. according} deleted to it Ilms full 
power nn 1 lawful mithontv is pun t> ujmiii the jurvuis of nil HUth 
I n li h orm»\ other our Miljects in tlu said l.nst In lu% which linll t nl m nn\ 

India or 1 n o li h us 1 or till ml it in tin m j irts, with >ut tin have nn 1 license 
of the Cfliujnm or that drill contemn < r dw >1 \ tlu ir i nlen nnd m.» 1 them 
to 1 ii-land. ihe onl\ twciint} against the nlm e of the** en nnous j>outpiwax 
nn appeal hut til exercise of it was attended with nn expu nccs w Inch must 
hive mule it a mocker} f »r the mi tm.nL nn nj jm d was i htcrvd the Loinjmnv 
were inipowcrvd to n it upon the per*>n i r per* ns convicted nn 1 mnti need 
nnd to can} him or them hum prisoner* into 1 upland Vs unhetn ed 
trailer* were not tlu on!\ \* rsons of whom tin C miativ were n|]nheii tie it 
was provide 1 that for the better discern n f injuries mi 1 nl u es to he dene 
unto the Mid ^jveniornn l C iinivinv < r the ir smvrsMir* l } miv « f their hen nut 
I*} them emjljvt 1 in the ku 1 1 a t Indies or v< }n^*x thither it di til mid miv 
1> lawful to mil for the ill yivmnr mil Limj »nv nnd their re'sjx-ctivc 
president chief n e lit nr governor in the tend 1 -n.st Indie* t<» iviimm ujx n 
oath nil fictjrs in esters purs r* MijKixir^is tumuinlcrs ef e i tie's f rts 
fortiiie itu ns plintitions or colonics nr olht r rsm tone hm^ i r cones ruin" 
nnv nnttir or thm n n-s t » which bv law nnd u i B e nn oitli 11113 lx n iimm 
teresl In spite of nil these precautions it was still ]m tbh thithv mu / . n hn r> 
or otherwise the exclu ivepnvih B ts eonfem. 1 113 the cl* irt riiii B bt le iiivnh 1 
nnd U11 refire as nn nd litioml reuint} cust< in h iin office r* nn inji uu 1 not 
to penmt 11113 eiitni s t » lx, in uh of nnv ^ xxls or imrthnndiA's of the growth 
produetion or mmufnctun if the jxirts or places aforesaid m V in Africa nnd 
Amcnui ibove limited or appropriated to the tnde of the sail governor nnd 
Compan3 otlur thin Mich as finm tune to time dull he allowed of I3 the muI 
kjvcmor nml Compiuv or their successor* undu the 11 common null or the 
hand of the officer t > lx, 1*3 them n] pointed to sit in the custom house for thnt 
purpose. ilnw the. Compai^ who not 1111103 3cnrs before hid l ecu tine it 
cued with utter extinction had obtained a charter m which the crown fir the 
purpose of mikin B their privileges ns mnple ns ]xssille stietehed its prero 
^itive to the vuy utmost an l took iver3 imaginable precaution fe 1 their 
btcunt} both at home and nbro 1 1 

At tlnsver} time when tho Goinjmi} seemed nlxiut to enter on n mu course Threat* *1 
of prosperit} n severe shock w is f,ntn to their trade m Bengal h\ the rashness !"&."£? 
of their n B cnt at IIoo 0 lil3 Iiritated 1x30ml me isuro at the oppiessu 11 practised 
or counten meed by the governor he resolved to til c the reined} into Ins own 
V ol I 40 
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hands, and seized a countiy junk m the Ganges with the deteiimnation to hold 
it as a secuuty Mil Jumla, the celehiated Mogul geneial, immediately thieat- 
ened to letaliate both on the inland agencies and on then factoi ) .it Jlooghl) 
The agent, now temfied at the lesult ol Ins own boldness, sought counsel liorn 
the piesident and council of Smafc, who duectcd him at once to lepan and 
le-debvei the junk, and in the event ol this concession not being deemed 
sufficient, to piepaie loi shipping all the Company’s piopeifc) and leaving the 
place In sending these oideis, the membeis ol the Suiat council put the agent 
on Ins guaul against the wiles ol the Mogul ofhceis, who, the> assuied lnm, 
“usually offeied civilities at the veiy moment when they intended to have 
lecouise to violence and depiedation” The dispute was ultimately imanged, 

and the dcspeiate mcasuie of wntli- 
di awing entnely fiom Bengal was 
of couise abandoned 

While the Company weie thus 
thieatened in the eastol India, then 
looting in the w cst w as about to be- 
come fai liimei than it evei had been 
befoi e by an e\ ent to w Inch it is now 
necessaiy to attend In June, 1GG1, 
two months aftei gi anting the above 
ch.utei, Chailes II mauied the In- 
fanta Cathenne of Poitugal, and 
obtained, as pait of hei downy, “the 
poit and island Bombay m the East 
Indies, togethei with all the lights, 
piofits, temtoiies, and appm tenances 
theieof wdiatsoevei ” The island of 
Bombay, sti etching eight miles fiom 
noi tli -east to south-west, with an 
aveiage bieadth of tluee miles, has 
an estimated aiea of httle moie than 
eighteen squ.ue miles Its value, 
howevei, must not be judged by its 
supeificial extent By land-locking 
a deep bay m a cential locality, it 
foims the veiy best haiboui m India 
The use of such a haiboui had long 
and it was now seemed in the best 
possible form by becoming the piopeity of the Butisli ciown, and consequently 
not liable to be mterfeied with on any pretext by the native poweis 

In Mai ch, 1662, the English government despatched to the East Indies a 
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fleet of five men of -war under the command of the Fail of Marlborough On \n ico 
board the fleet were a viceroy from Poitu 0 xl authouzed formally to complete 
the cession of the island and Sn Abraham Shipman with o 00 soldiers to tike 
possession and thereafter remain as the first pn 0 hsh governor No opposition n «■<*>» <* 
appears to have laecn anticipated but the Portuguese nt Bombay naturally ihmcsm 
unwilhn 0 to be banded over to a foreign power took advantage of some m y 
ambiguities in tbe treat} bj wlueh the island w is ceded md refused to dehvei 
it up The English were themselves parti} to blame for the unexpected oppo 
sition because instead of bung satisfied with the port and lslind Bomba} 
which was all that the treat} with Portugal exprcssl} granted the} insisted 
that this grant conferred with it a right to all the Portuguese stations in that 
locaht} and more cspeciall} to the island of Salsette onl} separated fiom 
Bomba} !>} a narrow channel The claim was certainl} extrav xgant as Salsette 
thus represented as an ncccssoi y to Bomba} has an area of 150 square miles 
and is consequent!} eight times larger than the principal 

The whole business was gros. 1} mismanaged and ultimate!} the I tiglish t mpomy 
prohibited from Iandtn 0 and unwillin 0 or unable to effect it b} force weie t a j®. 
obliged to look out for some othc r station wheie tin } mi Jit obtain refreshments d *** 
and emplo} proper remedies to diminish the inortnlitv which in consequence 
of pi otr voted confinement m the ships was now mal in D fearful lavages In 
tins emergent} application was made to Sir Gtoi e ( Oxanden who bad been 
sent out by the Compan} as president and chief director of all their affms at 
Surat vnd all others their factories in the north parts of India fiom Zulon to 
the Red Sea for permission to land the troops at Surit lut even tins could 
not be granted for fear ot offtnding the Mogul and Sir Abraham Shipman 
was reduced to the necessity of landin e the troops on the island of Anjedivdi 
fifty miles south eist from Goa where numbers of them perished Hie Earl 
of Marlborough bad in the meantime left them to their fite and sailed for 
rnJantL 

these untoward eventsficnousl} affected the pro peels of the Compan} The} 
had Imped much from the presence of the ships of war which the} thought 
would have tbe effect of procuring them more respect from the native powers 
and of intimidating the Dutch who w ere now openl} aspiring at an ascendeno} 
on the Indian coast as complete as that which the} had established in the 
Cistern islands It had even been expected that the kin^ s ships mijit have 
been made instrument il in openin 0 up new mercantile channels to the Com 
pan} b} receiving on freight Poituguese investments from Goa and thus 
forming tbe commencement of a can} in 0 trade which might }ield lucrative 
returns The failure of the expedition to Bombav disappointed all these expec 
tations and for some time the Compan} appear to h u e done little more than 
emplo} their servants in giving effect to the new clauses in their charter for 
the hunting down of those whom they stigmatized as interlopers Indirecttv 
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AD 11,04 howovci , the f.iihno ol (ho Bomb.u eupe bliou piowd l.ittif 1 .1 ».nn than a loss 
' to the Company, as it was demhtle>sx one main muse e,f (Ik fiaioln wlneli the 
01 own aftei wauls made to them of all tlio lights in Indit fonf» 1 1 * d l.j the 
main ago tioatv Indeed, S11 Alnalnm Sliipman. a\ lnle his men mu wasting 
away at Anjedivah made a \olmiin\ nfl< 1 <*i Beunbai to the Company In 
this he imdoul)tedl> exceeded his pmwi-, ind Sn Cemgi ( )' mde n, to whom 
the oflei -was made, was too pi uden t to adept a gimt to whuh, tun if tin 
Company had appiocod, legal etled could not hi gum At flu Mine time, 
it might have heen foieseen that, the aueptmu was <ml\ pu-dponul, and that 
the ciown, Inudcned with the expense which tl 0 po-M s-aon ot Iht island could 
not hut entail, would eie long lerjune little* induceinc nt to pait v it h it 
Oomjnm Dining sevcial subsequent, jeais the tians u lions ot the ( ’oinjum aie \m 

nu% 0 to tiio impel fectly lecoided The leasoti 111,1} luxe* bun bu ms( tluv win compain- 
;XT tively insignificant The same fleet which had luought Sn (lungi Oxinden is 
picsident to Sin at, had e lined S11 Kdwaid Winbu is agent to Foit St Choige 
Besides th.it lociht\ and the st 1 turns connected with it all the* a<g« tines arul 
factones in Bengal weie place'd nn<l(*i his nnmeebite* snpt tint' inline •* , anel he 
had excited himsell app.uetitlj with good efhet in aelpistuig the epiimlwith 
M11 Jumla Still, no ide*a appeals to luxe* leen elite it uni d ol the* \ast ex- 
pansion which the Compain s tiafhewas ele*stnud to assume 111 that quaitei , 
and hence, while distant outposts wcie eagei 1 } sought attei, and the English 
monaich was impol tuned foi letteis to his 103.1l lnothei ot Bant nn, whencxer 
letienchment became expedient, and a conti action o( tbc* splieu* of opoi itions 
was pioposed, Bengal is almost imaiiabh biougbt ten wud as tin* quaiter 
wdieie the expeiiment might be made with the least nsk ol mpuioiis conse- 
quences In accoidance with tins uew oideis weie gixen, in 10 G 3 , to ebscon 
tmue the factones which bad been established at Patna, Cossnnba/ai, and 
Balasoie, m oidei that all sales and pm chases on the Company's account in 
Bengal might 111 futuie be made only at Hoogbp When the Company .no 
seen thus voluntanly witheli awing fiom the pioMiice within which the capital 
of then Indian empne was aftei wants to be established, it is ebtbcult to lefiain 
from obseivmg how little they aie entitled to take ciedit foi foiesight In 
fact, they weie not so much the aielntects as the unconscious msti uinents of 
their futuie foi tune 

p'lUaoedby y eai a ft ei the Company had thus begun, as it weie, to turn then backs 

Se\ajee on Bengal, an event took place which pioduced geneial consternation The 
Mahratta chieftain Sevajee, dexteiously ont-mancxiu vi mg the tioops of Auinng- 
zebe 111 tlie manner which has abeady been desenbed, bad advanced within 
fifteen miles of Suiat on the 5 th of Januaiy, 1 66 - 1 , befoie any tidings of Ins 
movements had been obtained The town was then sunounded, not as at 
present by a buck, but by a mud wall, and hence no efiectnal resistance could 
be made when Sevajee enteied it at the head of 1000 hoise The inhabitants 
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allowed themselves to be systematical!} plundciul duiin^ si\ dvys — bevnjee a i> i6cs 
according to tbe account of one Smith an En 0 lishman who was tihen prisoner 
and carried before him sitting outside the town in Ins tent oidcnn^ heads 
and hands to be chopped oft in cases where persons were supposed to bo con 
ceahng their w calth A\ hilc tbe nativ cs w ere thus pusill miinous a be tter spint 
was displayed by the inmates both of the Dutch nml 1 n 0 hsli fictorics. lhe 
hnjhsh in particnlir grcitly distin 0 uished thunsdves. Having put their 
fictory in as good a state of dcfince as the shortness of tliL turn allowed 
and called in the aid of their ships crews they met Sivsjclh dcmnnrls and 
threats w ith defiance and when a number of Mahrattis without ven tun ng on n, mi 
nn assault forced their way into an adjoining lion's a sally was made which iiimiby 
dislodged them By this v alnnt conduct the I n^lish sn\cd not only their own 11 * * ,b! 
property but that of many natives whom they had tahtn under their protec 
tion and rose ln 0 h in the estimation of Aumngzcbc him elf who granted 
them a firman exempting them for ever from a portion of the customs paid by 
other nations and also from all transit charges, lhe visit of Suajtt winch at 
first threitened the Gompam with the loss of all their property at Surat, 
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estimated at £80 000 was thus eventually the indirect means of procuring for 
them important advantages 

In IfiGo the polities of Furope again assumed a threatening appearance A A1 I ^ c ^ om 
Dutch war was evidently impending The Company well aware that in that »«■ d 
event the Dutch would sweep the Indian seas scarcely ventured to pitpare an j ,i, a com 
outwarl voyage and contented themselves with instructing their agents m pan7 
India to mal e all possible liaste in completin B tlicir investments and despatch 
in w the homeward hound ships. Nor was a Dutch war the only source of their 
anxiety as new competitors who were afterwards to prove the most formidable 
of all were about to enter the field The Trench had long had an eye to the 
Indian traffic and an exclusive company Bhann 0 largely in roy al patronage 
and invested with important privileges had been formed I his company had 
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lutlieito lcsted satisfied lfch piomising gie.it things without attempting to 
peifoim them, but a new spmt having been intused into it, it was now about 
to act in earnest, and on an extensive sc.de On the v c*i > first voyage eiglit 
vessels well aimed, so as to be equally piepaied foi v\.u and (ommcice, had 
been despatched Made avv.ue of the iact only b) impel feet iiunouis, the 
London Company weie at hist appi ehensiv e, fiom the aiming of the vessels 
that pnatical objects might be intended, and sent out institutions that the 
homewaid ships should sail as a fleet, and be piovided with the means of 
defence On being bettei mfoimed, they deemed it ncccs-viiy only to meuleate 
the necessity of using caution, and guaiding against misundi rst.indmgs w Inch 
might lead to discussions between the tv o ciowns While giv mg these judicious 
counsels the couit gave evident indications of uneasiness, and used language 
which might be mtei pieted into an instinctive foiebodmg of the gieat stiuggle 
which the two nations weie aftei wauls to wage foi supiemac) in the East 

In the desne which the Company now felt foi foi titled stations the) had 
ovei looked one dangei Then object w as to seem c an as) him against external 
foes, and it seems nevei to have oeeimed to them that foes of a diffident kind 
might anse and turn the foi tifications against then own omplo)Ois A lemaik- 
able case of this kind now occuned Sn Ed waul Wmtei had, as ahead) men- 
tioned, been appointed head of the Company’s establishment at Madias, and, 
by then instiuctions, had added consideiabl) to the stiength of Foit St Geoige 
Ills subsequent conduct had not given satisfaction, and, undei the nnpiession 
that he was endeavounng to enneh himself by pnvate tiade, the couit had 
supei seded him, and sent out Mi Geoige Foxcioft as his successoi On that 
gentlemans amval m June, 1G65, he was leceived with all due icspect, and 
took Ins place at the head of the council, while his piedecessor, agieeably to 
his instructions, continued, m the interval pievious to depaiture, to act as his 
second Sn Edwaid Wmtei, though his term foi office was neaily expned, 
had been deeply offended at Ins dismissal, and while continuing to officiate in 
the council, had been constantly on the aleit to detect something m the conduct 
or language of Ins successoi on which he might found a chaige against him 
While undei the influence ot such feelings, he pi obably had little difficulty m 
finding what he wanted, and accoidingly, Mi Foxcioft, tlnee months aftei Ins 
amval, was attacked and violently earned off to puson, on the extiaordmaiy 
gioimd of having utteied seditious and tieasonable expiessions against the 
king’s government Duiing the scuffle caused by the appiehension, a All 
Dawes, a membei of the council, lost his life, and Mi Foxcioft himself, together 
with Ins son and Mi Sambrooke, anothei membei of council, was wounded. 

Aftei tins outiageous pioceechng, Sn Edwaid Wmtei was too fai committed 


usnrpedby to be detened by any otliei megulanty, and lie at once re-assnmed the govern- 

mr Edward itj.ii ° 

Winter ment It seems that he was not without suppoiteis, foi lie succeeded m 
forming a council, including among its membei s the lieutenant of the gamson 
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During tins intern il trifc there was no sin ill risk th it the foit itself would 1 e \di»i 
lost to the Company The Dutch now at war with En 0 l mil — the Portuguese 
viceroy at Goi offended by tlic course of proceedings at Bombay— ind the Km 0 
of Golconda — Wen till anxious to obtain possession of it I lie Iiest had e\en 
taken steps for that purpo c and was meditating an attack by one of his ofheers 
when lie was called away for still inoie urgent service 

Sir Ldward \\ Intel at first tool credit for loy ilty to lus so\ciu.,u and 
disinterested zeal to promote the interests of the Company and endeavour*, d to 
justify hnnsclf b> numerous litters add res ed to influenti il quirters amon e 
others it is said to the kin 0 ind the Archbishop of Canterbury Ills conduct 
however h id been too gross to admit of n]>olo 0 y and on findin D th it with tin 
sanction of government force w is nl»oiit to be employed again t bun he 
managed after porsistin 0 several years in rebellion to obtun a free pardon and 
disappeared from the sane. 1 lie leniency with which he was treated says little 
for the wisdom and \i n ourof the Company s inuti 0 timnt at this ]>cri<>d nrnl 
was doubtless an incentive to similar acts of rcl ellion on subsequent occasions. 

Sir Abraham Shipman after making an offer of Bomb ly to the Company e i 
is has been already mentioned hnl continued with his tnops at Anjcdivab x rt ^ 
tndunn 0 the misery of bcchi 0 them dying around linn U last in 10CI he ST*^ 8 
himself became one of the victims. Mr Cooke who hul been his seuetary 
assumed the command and tinder the comietion tint it w is the only chance of 
bav m 0 the lues of the soldiers still Running entered into a comention with 
the A iccroy of Goa, by which he agreed to nccipt of the port and islmd of 
Bombiy according to the treaty as interpreted l>y the Portuguese. In one 
respect the terms were even worse than those on 0 mill\ ofiered to the 1 irl of 
Marlborough for by an additional article not then mentioned the I oitu 0 uese 
resident in Bombay wire alon B with other liberties, to be exemjtcd from tin 
payment of customs. A\ liui the sun i\ors on Anjcdivnh left for Bombiy then 
numbers did not much exceed 100 the cKjicnsc incurred by gov eminent foi 
the pay and m untenancc of the troops fiom the date of their embirkation in 
Ln 0 lind w as abov e £ 1 J 000 


Mr Cookes convention with the Portuguese was no sooner known m Lug «n 
land than it was disavowed and with the ni \v of cirrynig out the cession as 


* si <i 


the English had interpreted it Sir Gcrvasc I ucas w is appointed governm of 


Bombay Before he suled lie drew up a icport founded on tlic documents 
transmitted by Mr Cooke and give it as Ins opinion that the annual expense 
of the garrison necessary for the vduid would without including conti n 0 encics 
amount to it leest £7371 and that moi cover a lar B e outliy for new stores 
would be immedi itely icquircd Hus report appears to h ivc made government 
doubtful as to the propriety of continuing to retain Bombay as an immediate 
possession of the crown. As y et it h id yielded nothin^ thou 0 h it h id already 


cost much and was apparently about to cost more 1 lie conclusion therefore 
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was, that m the meantime “ it would be nnpiopei to mcui any gi eat expense 
upon it,” and that the wlioie establishment should be placed on a ven narrow 
and economical footing 

Sn Geivase Lucas amved at Bombay on 3th Non cinbei, 1666, and, on 
assummg the government, found matteis in a still woise state than Ins inquiries 
befoie leaving England had led him to anticipate The -Mogul government, 
when they saw the English m possession of an island which they weie piepaimg 
to foitify, and which, by its natui.il position, might conti ol the tiade of Smut, 
became extiemely jealous, and openly expiessed then displeasuie, especially 
aftei learning that an invitation had been given to the nati\e mei chants to 
settle at Bombay undei Bntish piotection The misundei standing thus com- 
menced was bi ought almost to an open mptme when Mi Cooke, in oidei to 
compensate himself foi some loss sustained dui mg the pillage of Stunt by Se- 
vajee, took the unwauantable step of sei/mg a Mogul pink ninth stiess of 
weatliei had foiced to seek slieltei m Bomba} haibom This junk belonged to 
the govemoi of Suiat, who instantly tlneatened to letaliate on the English 
factoiy Sn Geoige Oxinden lemonstiated w ith Mi Cooke, who, in consenting 
to lestoie the junk, took occasion to infoim Sn Geoige that he consideied him- 
self, asalangs seivant, in a lnghei and moie indejiendent position than one 
who was the seivant only of a company The question thus laiaed was at a 
latei penod levived, and led to consideiable embanassment Sn Geiiase Lucas, 
Avlnle condemning many p.uts of Mi Cooke’s conduct, agieed with him on the 
subject of piecedencc The misundei standings and jealousies an Inch in conse- 
quence aiose, Nveie injuiious to the mteiests both of the ci own and the Company 
To the lattei, hoNvevei, the ultimate lesult was faNouiable, as tlie cbfhculty of 
procuimg a coicbal co-opeiation betNveen the two seivices must have been an 
additional inducement to the cioivn to shake itself fiee of all fuithei responsi- 
bility m regaicl to Bombay Befoie giving an account of the step by which this 
Nvas finally accomplished, it null be piopei to lefei to seveial incidents which 
occur ed about this time, and aie of sufficient intei est to cleseive special notice 
The fiist of these is a celebrated lawsuit in Nvlncli the Company became 
involved, m 1666, by the zealous encleavouis of then seivants to put clown 
unlicensed tiadmg Fiedenck Skmnei Nvas agent foi the meichant adven- 
tureis at Jambi, on the noith-east coast of Sumatia, and, on the union of the 
companies, quitted the distuct, aftei making ovei his assets and debts to the 
united stock His biotliei, Thomas Skmnei, nvIio had appaiently enteied into 
possession of Fiecleiick’s effects, continued to tiade as a meichant on Ins own 
account A ship and meichandise belonging to him having been cbscoveied by 
the seivants of the Company, Nvas foieibly seized, by the aid of the Sultan of 
Jambi The giounds of seizure weie appaiently of two kinds — the one that 
the piopeity m question belonged not to him, but to the Company, to whom it 
had been, oi ought to have been given up by Fiedenck Skmnei , the other 



Cnvp 1 ] 


THE THE VTS. OF BRED V 


321 


that as the vessel was trading without licence witlnu the limits of the Com \n ir 
pany s chartei both it and the goods found in it were forfeited. In terms of the ~ 
charter the judgment thus pronounced was subject to review and Skinner on 
making his appeal was entitled to insist that for the purpose of carrying it out 
lie should be sent home in one of the Company s ships to England. This how 
ever was refused and he was left to make lus way to Europe as lie best could 
b\ an ov crland journey His complaint presented at first to the gov eminent import, 

was referred successnelv to a committee of the council and to the House of mui 
Peers. The Company when ordered to answer declined, on the ground that the q “ u 
House of Peers had no primary jurisdiction and could only jud^e by appeal in 
the last resort The lords found that the} had jurisdiction and peremptorily 
ordered the Company to plead On their continued refusal judgment was given 
against them to the amount of £u000 The Company’s plea raised a great 
constitutional question which on their petition was keenly t iken up by the 
House of Commons and decided m the Company s favour Two branches cf 
the legislature were thus diametrically opposed and carried on the dispute with 
more temper than judgment When Skinner attempted to enforce the judg 
ment the commons interfered and sent him a prisoner to the Towel The 
lords were not slow to follow this bad example and impnsoned the governor 
Sir Samuel Barmdiston and three other members of the court Is ot satisfied 
with this they declared the petition of the Company to the commons to be 
filse and scandalous and the commons retaliated bv resolving that any one 
who should execute the judgment m Skinners favour was a betrayer of the 
lights and liberties of the commons of England. The controversy threatened 
to be interminable and was not settled till parliament had been adjourned seven 
times At last the king held a conference with both houses at \\ hitehall and 
succeeded by personal persuasion m inducing them to era^e all the proceedings 
from their journals In one sense this gave the Company the victory ns the 
judgment against them w as not enforced and Skinner remained w ltliout redress. 

The next event of tins period deserving of particular notice is the general 
peace concluded by the treaty of Breda 31st July 1GG7 To tins treaty 
Britain France Holland and Denmarl were parties The benefit w Inch com 
merce in general derived from the cessation of hostilities could not but be felt 
by the London East India Company It was not however without alloy The 
principle adopted in framing the treaty was that of uti possidetis which of conbt 
course left the parties in regard to possession exactly as they stood at its date t nrea*. 
In the case of the Company the effect was that they finally lost the islands of 
Polaroon and Damm because in the course of the war the Dutch had av ailed 
themselves of their naval superiority to capture them The loss seemed the 
more gnevous because the Company had been sanguine enough to expect that 
by the possession of them they might be able to secure a share in the envied 
spice trade So intent were they on this obiect that even after these islands 

Vol I 41 •, 
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weie wiested fiom them, they continued to maintain an unavailing straggle 
against the ascendency which the Dutch had established m the Indian Archi- 
pelago The only consolation which the Company leceived was, that the 
loss which they sustained by the Bieda tieaty was not so serious as they appie- 
hended when fiist made acquainted with its terms Dm mg the usurpation ol 
Sn Edwaid Winter at Foit St Geoige, lnfoimation had been leceived that he 
was m communication with the Dutch goveinoi of Ceylon, and contemplating 
the deliveiy of the fort Had this act of tieaclieiy been completed, the rale 
of ut\ possidetis would have covered it, and thus one of the tlnee seats of the 
presidencies acquned by the Company would m all probability have been lost 
to them foi evei 

The only othei incident of this penod wlncli it is necessary to notice is of a 
strictly commeicial nature, and yet, when its consequences are tiaced, it will be 
found to have had a far nnghtiei influence, not meiely on the fortunes of the 
Company, but on society at laige, than any single event, military 01 political, 
winch occuried m the seventeenth century In a lettei dated 24th January, 
1668, and sent out with the Company’s ships which made the voyage of that 
yeai, the agent at Bantam is desned “to send home by these ships 100 lbs waight 
of the best tey that you can gett ” The language e\ idently implies that the 
ai tide was already undei stood, and it is known that seveial yeais befoie, an 
older had been given to obtain small quantities of tea as a piesent to his 
majesty, but this is the fiist instance of a public oidei, and an older given, it 
is piesumed, foi the purpose not of making piesents of it as a meie cunosity, 
but of ascertaining whether it might not become an article of lucrative invest- 
ment Within a century of the date of this oidei, the quantity imported by 
the Company approached 3,000,000 lbs , and m 1834, the last yeai of the 
Company’s monopoly, it exceeded 33,000,000 lbs , and paid duty to government 
to the amount of £3,589,361 Since then the import into the "United Kingdom 
has more than doubled 

On the 27th of March, 1669, the giant of the port and island of Bombay, 
which government had been foi some time contemplatmg, was completed by a 
regular cliaitei, issued as usual m the foim of lettei s-patent addressed by the 
king to all his subjects Aftei stating the natuie and extent of the light 
acquired by the mainage treaty fiom the Portuguese, eulogizing the Company 
foi having managed the trade to the East Indies “to the honoui and piofit of 
the nation,” and expressing “an earnest desire that the said goveinoi and 
Company may, by all good and lawful ways and means, be encouraged m then 
difficult and hazaidous tiade and tiaffick m those l emote parts of the woild, ’ 
his majesty bestows the island and its appurtenances upon them “m as large 
and ample a manner, to all intents, constructions, and proposes, as we oui selves 
now have and enjoy, or may or ought to enjoy the same, by virtue and force 
of the said giant of our said biother the King of Portugal,” constituting them 
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the true and absolute proprietor? of the port and island mil prenmt s afore w 1 j 
said nml even part nml parcel thereof AJon„ with the i hml wen granted 
all the artillery mul all nml singular mans, nnuour wmjwns ordnance munition 
powder shot, victuals, inxgnnnes, stores rnmnunitiou nml prow ions of war tm« ml 
nml other provisions whatever nml all nml singular flops junks vessels nml 
lionts ami all manner of incrchamlm nml wares, cloithm p nnphmtnU 1 h.t. L 
kc. which shall In. or remain upon within the j reini c* or ant pirt of tin m f 
nn<l belong unto us nt the time when the. mu! port nml > land nnl | ami os 
shall be delivered up into the possession f f the Kail gov mor nml Lompanv 
lower vv c% moreoxer pun than to tnl « into their wrwet nt their own 
cost nml charges, such nml so innnv < f our oflua rs nml soldo m as shall the n 
l»e in or upon tin ku<1 j»ort or i laml or withm the territories and irecmrts 
tl treof as thc\ shall think fit and as shall In contented >rwillin„ li sm 
them other in the mi 1 pr rt an 1 islnn 1 or iN where. 

The port an 1 t land thus granted were t< 1 hell i f tiie crown ns of tin 
manor of hast Oreenwah in tin countv if hint in fre-e mil o mm u socage 
and not in oipife nor b\ I ni^htft servici \ielhn„ nnl jmwn^ the ref re to u 
mr lairs an 1 successors nt the cu t« m h m*e h n<h n the n nt « r Mini of ten 
|ioun U of lawful in one j <*f 1 n„lan 1 in g Id on the thirtieth da\ < f S.ptunlxr 
\t*arl\ for eur Ihc onh restrictions nml n<crvntuiiH «f mi) importance «*• rwi- 
were tint the C. mipanv should not nt nnj tun hereafter nil alien transfer i** 
or otherwise disjx> oof the Mid t land nml premises or am part or parts thavof 
to am prince juiUntnto or state or oth r juivm or jh n-ons wlntsotvir hut 
such as are or shall Ik the subjects nn 1 of the allegiance, of the Brill h crown 
mid tint the inliihitants of the ku 1 i land as our luge jnsiph and sutjict t 
mr tin penal emu « ami cJr n mtj Jtirr Atcttatt and govermm rtf shall In j errmffid 
t» remain there nnl enjo) the free ixcrcisi of tin It minn Catholic nli^nm in 
the Kame manner as Uic\ <lid nt the time of the sai 1 grant t > us inn le 1^ our 
said brother the hin n t f Portugal ns nforesai 1 and tint Mich onler be ol el\ed 
for the exercise and conservation thereof in nil things nccxirdin,, to the purport 
nml tiled of the Mid nrticle mi 1 tre it) m that lahnlf nml further also that 
the Mid mb d itnnts nml other our subjects in the mud port or island shall and 
inaj pence ablj mid qmctl) have hold jKissess nml tnjo\ nil their scleral mid 
respective properties privileges uml ndvnntn^es whatsoever which the) oi nil) 
of them lew full) lmdorenjo)ed or ou^ht to have hml or cnjo)ed nt the turn 
of the surrender of the Mill port nml island to us as aforesaid or at mi) tune 

81I1CC 

All the inhabitants of Bombi) together with nil afterwnrels honi in it in j t 1 1 
xvitlim its precincts ami limit* were to hnxc nml enjo) all the liberties mul 
pri\ile 0 es of British subjects under the government of the Comp in) who xvtre 
toliaxc full power to exercise judicial nuthont) 1>) themselves their ministers 
mi 1 agents to repel force b) force b) sea and land in case of open hostilities 
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with foieign enemies, and m cases ol lcbclhon, mutiny, 01 sedition, of ufusmg 
to seive m w.us, fleeing to tlic cneinj, foisakitig colours r»i ensigns, 01 othei 
ollences against law, custom, and discipline military, in as huge and ample a 
mannei to all intents and pin poses whatsoei ei as an} capt un-gcnual 1 a \iftue 
of Ins office might do ” 

The \eiy hheial terms on -s\ Inch Chailes II confened Bomba} on the Com- 
pany, and the veiy ample poweis with which he imested tin in fm the pin pose 
of governing it, justify a suspicion that the act Mas not quite so disinterested 
as has been lepiesented, and that the Compan} had alieade begun the pinctice 
they aftei wauls followed of smoothing the difficulties in then way by the fiee 
distubution of money in influential quaiters The} did this to an enormous 
extent, as will aftei wauls be seen, m the coinpaiatnely pure pcnod which 
immediately followed the Reeolution, and endeae ottied to pistif} it b} alleging 
that it had long been customaiy If so, it is not unehaiitable to piesumc that 
Chailes and his con upt couitieis did not allow the custom to be foigotlen in 
this instance But vhethei obtained by a flee giant 01 a comipt baigain, the 
port and island ot Bombay w is unqucstionabl} the most impoitant acquisition 
which the Company had yet made E\en m a pccuniaiy mow its \ alue was by 
no means contemptible Accouhng to a statement transmitted to theBiitish 
government by the deputy-go\ einoi Captain Gai}, the }eai bcfoie the Com- 
pany enteied into possession, the annual leieime, domed pnncipall} fioin leni 
pioduce, and customs, amounted to £G! ( )0, 17s Od It was undei stood that 
this amount might be laigely mci eased, and consequentl} that m Bomba} the 
Company had not only acquued a position which might be rendcied impiegnable 
by land and sea, but a levenue which, dill} husbanded, might meet all the 
outlay necessaiy foi foitifications and othei impiovements The hiightenmg 
piospect thus opened appears to have emboldened the Company gieatl} to 
extend then operations, and then investments became largei than at any fonner 
period 


CHAPTER YI 

Administration and progress of Bomba) — Difficulties — State of the other settlements of tlio Compan) 

OMBAY was at first made suboidinate to Suiat Sn Geoige 
Oxmden, though still continuing to reside and hold his position 
as president at the lattei, was appointed governor and com 
mander-m-clnef of the formei , but at the same time authonzed 
to send one of the members of Ins council, as deputy-governor 
personally to administer tlie affairs of the island With tins view a senes of 
directions had been drawn up by the court in England The fort or castle was 
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to be enlarged and strengthened a town so situated as to l>( under its ,fica 

protection was to be built on a regular plan inhabitants were to l>e m 

duced to settle b) exemptions 

from customs and while the 

English were to be preferred 

others al o w ere to be encouraged 

b) the free exercise of their re ^ 

hgion flic improvement of the A/ - . 

revenue so fir ns practicable J ^ ^ 

w 1 th out imposing new and bur * C 22 jjsW 

densome taxes was not to be __ *2.^ 1 

forgotten. lo foster inanufic — ^ ~'^v 

lures of cotton and silk goods 

, , , , , . i uin ii«m -inim i >i« 

looms were to be purchased for 

the weavers and to gi\e new ficilitiw to commerce a harbour and docks were 
to be constructed. 

Before much progress could be made in cum mg out these arrangements f > t* k 
several untow ard events took place and new difficulties arose from \anous 
quarters. Tho Iortuguese who had nc\er l>ccn reconciled to the cession of 
Bomba) endeavoured to render it as little lucrative as possible to its new pos 
sessors, b) takin^ advantage of their position nt Tnnna to impo v heav) transit 
duties on all goods passin 0 through it to or from Bomba) the trade of which 
was in consequence grcatl) crippled as lunnn situated nt the head of Bom 
ba) harbour commanded tho onl) proper line of communication w ith the mam 
land. At lule nn nn]*ortant branch of traffic was thus in a manner mterdteted 
the trade of Surat was again suspended h) nn incursion of Sovajce Imme- n 
dintely after his former visit a substantial wall of bnch flanked with bastions 
had been commenced and was approaching completion but as much still 
remained open as to make it ens) for Sevnjcc to penetrate into the heart of the 
town and resume his work of plunder Besides the English and Dutch there 
was now also alrench factor) Tho let showed no fight but obtained an 
ignominious exemption by giving the Mnhmttasn free passage through their 
factor) and thus enabling them to obtain a rich boot\ b) the plunder of a 


Tartar pnnci who had returned b) wo.) of Surat from a pilgrimage to Mecca. 
The Dutch stood upon the defensiv e and seemed bo w ell prepared that the) 
were allowed to c-scapc The En a lisli under President Aungier who had sue 
cecded on the death of Sir George CKmilcn distinguished themsolves as before 
by beating off repeated attacks On tins occasion however the) were not so 
fortunate as to obtain the approbation of the Moguls. Sesajee before) he retired 
had opened a friendly negotiation w ith tho En 0 lish and sev cral conferences had 
been held with the view of am,ngm 0 the re establishment of the Compan) s 
factory at Rajalipore Sevajee was anxious to secure tho revenue which bad 
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with foicign enemies, .and in cases ol lelxllion, mutni}, 01 sedition, ot it fusing 
io seive m w.us, fleeing to the cncinj, foisalcing coloui-. 01 ensigns, 01 otlici 
offences against law, custom, and discipline rnihlai}, m ns Jaige and ample a 
mannei to all intents and pm poses wliatsociu as any captain-genual b} \iftue 
of Ins office might do ” 

The vci} libeial teims on which Chailes 11 confened Bomba} on the Com- 
pany, and the veiy ample poweis with which he nnested them for the purpose 
of governing it, justify a suspicion th.it the act was not quite so disinterested 
as has been lepiesented, and that the Company had ahead} hegun the pi.ictiee 
they aftei w ai ds followed of smoothing the difficulties m then wny b} the fieo 
distubution of money m influential quaiters They did this to an enormous 
extent, as will aftei wauls be seen, in the comp.ualneh pine penod which 
immediately followed the Revolution, and ende.uomed to pistif} it b} alleging 
that it had long been customaiy If so, it is not uncliaiitablc to pitsume th.it 
Chailes and bis conupt couitieis did not allow the custom to be ioigotten m 
tins instance But whethei obtained b} a ftee giant oi a conupt baig.nn, the 
port and island of Bombay was unquestionably the most impoitant acquisition 
which the Company had yet made E\en in a pecum.u} view its i alue was bv 
no means contemptible Accoidmg to a statement tiansnutted to tlieBiitisb 
government by the deputy-govemoi, Captain Gai}, the >eai befoie the Com- 
pany enteied into possession, the annual levenuc, domed pnneipalh fiom uni, 
pioduce, and customs, amounted to £6190, 17s 9<7 It was understood that 
tins amount might be laigely inci eased , and consequent!} that in Bomba} the 
Company had not only acquned a position which might be render ed impugnable 
by land and sea, but a levenue winch, duly husbanded, might meet all the 
outlay necessaiy foi Ratifications and othei impiovements The bnghtening 
piospect thus opened appears to have emboldened the Company gieatl} to 
extend then operations, and then investments became largei than at any foimei 
period 


CHAPTER YI. 


Administration and progress of Bombay — Difficulties — State of tlio other settlements of tlio Company 


OMBAY was at first made subordinate to Suiat Sn Geoige 
Oxinden, though still continuing to reside and hold his position 
as president at the latter, was appointed govemoi and com 
mandei-m-clnef of the former, but at the same time authouzed 
to send one of tlie members of Ins council, as deputy-governor 
personally to administer tlie affairs of the island With this view a senes of 
directions had been diawn up by the court in England The fort or castle was 
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to be enlarged and strengthened a town so situated as to be under its ' ni ' CJ 

protection was to be built on a regular plan inhabitants were to be in 

dueed to settle bj exemptions 

from customs and while the 

English were to be preferred 

others aLo w ere to be encouraged 

b\ the free exercise of their re P 

ligion. fhc iinpro\emcnt of the P's/" / a u* -a 

revenue so fir as practicable i ^ ^ ^ 

without imposing new and bur * rv VW ~ 

densome taxes w us not to lx. " -Ur;— 

forgotten. To foster manufic " " 

tures of cotton and silk goods 

, _ , . - . . in u r ti u Oulu i r» 

looms were to be purchased for 

the weavers and to give new facilities to commerce a harbour nncl docks were 
to be constructed 

Before much progress could be made m cam mg out these arrangements t) Uck 
several untoward events took place and new difficulties arose lrom various 
quarters. The Portuguese who had never been reconciled to the cession of 
Bomba) endeavoured to render it as little lucrative as possible to its new pos 
sessors, b) taking advantage of their position at Tanna to impose heav) transit 
duties on all goods passin 0 through it to or from Bomba) the trade of which 
was m consequence greatl) crippled as Tanna situated at the head of Bom 
ba) harbour commanded the onl) proper line of communication w ith the mam 
land. bile an important branch of traflic was thus in a manner interdicted 
the trade of Surat was ogam suspended b) an incursion of Stvajce Itnnic e 
dntely after lus former visit a substantial wall of brick flanked with bastions j£ H * ,h 
had been commenced and was approaclun 0 completion but as much still 
remained open as to make it cas) for Sevajce to penetrate into the heart of the 
town and resume lus w orh of plunder Besides the English and Dutch there 
was now also a French factor) The last showed no fight but obtained an 


ignominious exemption by giving the llahrattas a free passo 0 o through their 
factor) and thus enabling them to obtain a rich bootv by tho plunder of a 
Tartar pnnci who had returned b) way of Surat from a pilgrimage to Mecca 
The Dutch stood upon the defensive and seemed so well prepared that the) 
were allowed to escape The English under President Aungier who had sue 
ceeded on the death of Sir George Oxindcn distinguished thems* lv cs aa before 
by beating off repeated attacks On this occasion however they were not so 
fortunate as to obtain the approbation of tlic Moguls. Sev ojee beforo he retired 
had opened a friendly negotiation with tho English and several confluences had 
been held with the view of arranging the re establishment of the Companv a 
factory at Rajahpore Sevajce was anxious to secure the revenue which had 
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been lost by the withdiawal of the f.ictoiy, and the pi e-adency at Suiat vue 
disposed to consent, pi ovided tliey could obtain compensation foi past and 
secunty against futuie mjuiies These confciences vein not unobseued b) the 
Mogul authonties, and gave use to suspicions, ol which the icsults nfteruauls 
became appaient 

At the veiy time when the bonds of amity with the Moguls weie thm 
loosened, the politic* of Eiuope had been undeigomg a change which tlneatened 
to expose the Company once moie to an unequal contest with the Dutch Hostili- 
ties weie in fact declaied, but, at the same time, by the alliance ol England 
with Fiance, which had now a consideiable lleet in the East, the mteiests ol 
the Company u eie bettei piotected than foimcil) With a vise piecaution, 
liowevei, they endeavouied to make themselves independent of foieign aid, and 
vigoiously pushed on the foitifi cations of Bombay They weie thus engaged, 
but the woiks weie fai fiom completed and \ eiy inadequately gai l isoned, v lien, 
in Febiuaiy, 1673, Jtickloff van Goen, the Dutch Got, ei noi-geneial oi India, 
made his appeaiance on the coast with a fleet of tv ent} -tv o ships, ha\mg 1000 
legulai tioops on boaid Bombay v as evident!} the object of attack, and could 
scaicely have lesisted had it been made on the instant, but the Dutch lost tune 
by endeavounng m vam to secuie the co opeiation ol a land foice undei Se\a- 
jee, and when at last piepaied foi action, lost lieait on seeing the kind ot 
leception which awaited them Piesident Aimgiei, vho foitunatel} happened to 
be in Bombay at the time, exeited himself, as Oime hypeibohcall} c\pi esses it, 
“with the calmness ot a plulosophei and the coinage of a centuiion” Besides 
400 Eiuopean soldieis, he succeeded in musteimg 1500 militia, chiefly Poitu- 
guese and natives Noi was he destitute of a manne foice In the lnuboui 
lay two fngates, a Dutch pnze fitted up as a ship of wai, and tlnee aimed sloops 
which had been lately built as a piotection against the Malabai pnates, to this 
foice a most impoitant addition was oppoitunely made by the amval of foui 
Fiencli ships, which, on being mfoimed of the dangei, had hastened fiom Suiat 
Rickloff, undei these circumstances, satisfied himself with leconnoitimg, and 
then suddenly disappeaied 

On the Coiomandel coast the Dutch had excited similui alaim, and gieat 
feais were entei tamed foi the safety of Foit St Geoige Heie, liowevei, the 
Fiencli again pioved impoitant auxiliaries, and by means of a powerful fleet not 
only kept the Dutch in check, but made themselves masteis of Timcomalee, m 
the island of Ceylon, and took St Thomd by stoim The lattei captuie, as the 
place is situated only at a shoit distance fiom Madias, gave the Company moie 
alaim than satisfaction, and they weie theiefore not displeased when, aftei a 
short tenuie, the Fiencli weie expelled and St Tliomd letumed to the posses- 
sion of the King of Golconda Anotbei success of the Dutch gave them deepei 
concern On the 22d of August, 1673, the Dutch fleet engaged m the siege of 
St Thome fell m with the Company’s homewaid bound ships, ten m numbei, and 
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nclih laden. V running fight commenced off the co ust to the south of Mnsuli im 
patam mil issued in the &mkm 0 of one nnd the capture of two of the Compana s 
vessels. Tlie others 
though not with 
out sustaining con 
sulenbte damage 
found their wnj to 
Madras. In the In 
dnn Archipelago 
when the Dutch 
superiority w os still 
more decided it 
was impossible f >r 
the Companv to 

traffic with anj advantage thuu_h the} wen. now nine to the importance of 
carr}in 0 their trade still farther cast and endtae ounn Q to establish that direct 
intercourse with China from which in course of time their chief if not their 
onl} commercial profits were dermal 

The dinger to which Bomba} had been expo td from the Dutch ceased w d ’ 1 
entirety in consequence of a new whirl in European politics, b} which m 1G71 
peace was concluded and sliortty after bappity cemented b} the rnamagt of the 
Pnnce of 0ran o c with Maty daughter of the Dul c of \ orh \nother danger 
howe\cr immediate!} succeeded. The Moguls nnd the Mahrattas wero con 
stantty at war nnd now that the English b\ the possesion of an island 
belonging to neither were gradual!} bt 0 inmn 0 to assume the di 0 mty of an 
independent Indinnpowtr thur affiance was natural!} courted b} both. The 
true pohc} of the Compan} in the meantime was to maintain a perfect neu 
trality but the circumstances were such as to make this almost impossible 
The Mogul fleet commanded bv the Siddee sought shelUr from a storm in ti sicg«i 
Bomba} harbour To refuse it was imjiossible without provoking the Moguls t* i i » 
to grant it was equnlty impossible without giving umbrage to Scvajec. In tins 
dilemma the Bomba} gov emment took tlie onty course winch la} open to them 
by allowing the Siddee to remain till the 6torm blew o\ cr nnd then requesting 
lnm to depart Tie refused to obe} and collecting Ins v essels in the channel 
which separatps the island fiom the mainland landed a number of armed men 
at the villages of Sion nnd Mazagong and drove out the inhabitants apparentty 
w ith the intention of gaining a permanent footing on the island This w as not 
to be tolerated and after desultory hostilities to the disadv antngo of the Siddee 
he purchased permission to prolong lus sta} by engaging that no more than 300 
of lus men armed onl} with tlicir swords should be ashore at one time and that 
he would make no attack on the Corlahs — a fertile district of the Conean stretch 
mg alon 0 the eastern shore of Bomba} harbour and belon 0 mg to the Mahrattas 
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Sevajee was n a tui ally jealous of tins arrangement and though, from his 
anxiety to see the Company’s factoiy again established at B.ijnhpoie, he entered 
into a foimal ti eaty with them, binding himselt to compensate them foi all the 
losses which they had sustained bj his depi edations, it soon became .ippaient 
that he was detei mined not to toleiate the continuance of a hostile fleet in Ins 
immediate vicinity His fust step was to send his geneial, Moio Punt, down the 
Ghauts with 10,000 men, to occupy Callianee oi Kalinin, opposite to the island 
of Salsette By this movement lie accomplished two objects — he levied chout on 
the Poituguese, who had gi catty ofl ended linn by a fanatical attempt to foice 
the Mahiattas within then tenitoues to become Chi Minns, and he overawed 
the Siddee, who, nfiaid foi his fleet, made all haste to depait Bombay hai- 
boui had howeiei, pioved so convenient .i station that the Siddee fleet, after a 
slioit muse, duiing winch many devastating descents had been made on the 
Malnatta coasts, again letiuned The Bombay government basing again 
penmtted it to occupy its foimei station Sevajee v, as gieatl} incensed, and 
resolved to ncl himself of it at all hazauls With this mom he at first collected 
a huge fleet of boats v ltlnn Ins own temtoi}, on the east side of Bomba} hai- 
boiu , but finding the attack of the Siddee fleet in this mannei impracticable, 
he made application to the Poi tuguese at Tanna foi permission tocio^soiei 
to Salsette, fiom which he anticipated little difficulty in finding access to Bom 
bay itself This permission beiug lefused, he tinned Ins attention to an opposite 
quaiter, and dexteiousty availed himself of tv o small islands, called Ivenneiy 
and Heneiy, situated so as to command the southern entrance of Bomba} liai- 
bour The natuial stiengtli of this position had hitherto been oveilooked both 
by Poituguese and Engbsh , and when Sevajee had not only cbscoveied it, but 
taken possession of Ivenneiy, the laigei of the two islands, and began to eiect 
foitifications upon it, the greatest alarm pi evaded It was of no use to attempt 
negotiation, and therefoie action was immediately lesolved upon The plan 
howevei, was veiy defective, and m the fiist encounter the advantage v, as 
ratliei m favoiu of Sevajee’s paity A second attempt would have been disas- 
tious to the assailants had not the Revenge , the only Engbsh fiigate piesent 
kept her giound, and, aftei sinking five of the enemy’s vessels, compelled the 
whole fleet of fifty to seek safety by flight The Mahiattas still kept possession 
of Kenneiy, and, mounting several cannon, filed without much skill oi effect 
Meanwhile the Moguls, mfoimed of the liostikties, expiessed a desne to sliaie 
m them, and sent a consideiable fleet to Bombay The dislodgment of the 
Mahiattas might now have been easy, but the English, having discoveied that 
the Siddee, if he succeeded m capturing it, meant to keep it to himself, witli- 
' held then aid, and left the two native poweis to fight it out as they best could 
The struggle was m consequence piotracted, and was not finished when Sevajee 
died m 1 680 

Though war was thus lagmg in its ncmity, Bombay continued to make 
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progress and the propriety of substituting it for Sunt as the scat of the w estcrn a d 10 4 
presidency had become so obvious ns now to be regarded only ns n question of 
time Its fortifications had been earned on for n senes of y tars v\ ithout intei 
ruption nnd as early as 1G7+ mounted 100 pieces of cannon its regular gam 
son consisted of two companies each of 200 men three companies of militia had 
been regularly organized and sev oral well manned vessels were permanently 
stationed in its harbour The progress w ould have been still more rapid had 
not i defiennev of funds induced the gov emment to ndopt rather questionable 
means of replenishing their treasury The inhabitants w ere burdened w ltli new 
taxation m the shape of excise duties, nnd both imports and exports were 
charged with customs equalling and in some instances far c\ceedin 0 those 
which the Great Mogul an the plenitude of lus power levied either from Ins 
own subjects or from strangers. On imports including com grain nnd timber ** ^ 

2J per cent was to be levied as custom nnd 1 per cent to defray the expense i j u 
of fortifications on exports the customs alone w is fixed at 31 per cent Some 
articles of little bulk but considerable value as gold and silver jewels musk 
nnd amber were the only exemptions wink Indian tobacco and Indian iron 
imported and still more unaccountably the whole produce of the island (cocoa 
nuts salt fi h Ac.) exported were saddled with a custom of 8 per cent Some 
of these impositions almost look ns if the olject had been not to encourage 
trade but to extinguish it The onlv justification must be sought in the c igcr 
dcsiie of the governor to show that the original estimate of the revenue from 
the island v\ is not overrated and that it was able not only to pnv its expenses 
but yncld a surplus. 

W bile the governor was thus taxing lus ingenuity m the invention of new 1 
stances of tcv emu* Captain Shaxton bis deputy was if not actively eii courtly 
ing at least conm\in 0 at proceedings of a mutinous tendenev Hie principal 
grounds of complaint by the soldiers were that their period of service which 
was limited to three years lial expired and that a month 8 pay winch had been 
piomised them had been withheld On these grounds they threatened to lav 
down then arms If the complaints were well founded and it is to be piesumcd 
that they were as Bruce in Ins Annals commends the prudence of President 
Aungier in granting the demands of the soldiers it is not easy to see the justice 
of the praise which the same author bestows upon lmn for firmness in afterw ards 
seizing the principal leaders and try mg them not bv civ il but by martial law 
The charter it is true authorized martial law but it was surely both light and 
expedient that in having recourse to it for the first time the guilt should not 
only have been of a very aggravated description but that even nftei it was 
proved jud D meat should have been tempered with mercy Nothin^ of tins i 
seen in President Aungiei s proceedings The men were promised pay and then 
lefused it they had served the full penod for which they had enlisted and 
insisted on their dischaige If the justice of the complaint could not be denied 
X oi I 42 
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ad 1676 the real fault was not in those who complained, hut m the government who 
made it necessaiy At all events, tlieie was nothing m the conduct of the 
so-called mutineers to justify the sentence which condemned tluee of them to 
death, and which was actually earned into effect m the case of one of them 
This first exeicise of maitial law in name of the Company took place on 21st 
Octobei, 1674 Captain Shaxton, the woist culput, if there was one, was next 
tued, and found guilty on seveial chaiges, hut Ins station, though it only 
aggiavated his offence, piotected lnrn, and he was sent to England to he dealt 
with as might tlieie he deemed piopei 

Principle of The most memoiable event m the history of the Company m 1676 was the 

semouty 

established foimal aclojDtion of tlie pimciple of semouty as the rule oi succession to orhees 
of tiust and emolument In the lettei of the court to the presidency of Surat, 
the mode m which the principle was to he applied is thus stated “ F or the 

advancement of oui appi entices, we dnect that, after they have seived foi the 
fiist five yeares, they shall have £10 pei annum foi the two lastyeaies, and 
having seived these two jmaies, to he enteitayned, one yeaie longei, as wiiteis, 
and have miters’ sallaiy, and having served that yeaie, to entei into the degree 
of factors, which otheiwise would have been ten yeaies And knowing that a 
distinction of titles is in many respects necessaiy, we do oidei, that when 
appientiees have served then tunes, they he styled uniters, and when wiiteis 
have served then times, they be styled factors, and factois having seived then 
times, to he styled merchants, and meicliants having seived then times, to he 
styled semen merchants ” By this arrangement many disputes as to advance- 
ment were obviated, and much discontent in consequence suppressed , hut the 
punciple of semen ity, except in meie matteis of loutme, when the most oichnaiy 
qualifications combined with a sufficient amount of practice may suffice, is vicious 
m the extieme, because it removes all stimulus to exeition, and makes no 
account of eitliei ability oi industry It is lather smgulai that m laying down 
this rule the court saw the necessity of departing fiom it m one veiy impoitant 
paiticular, by holding out a kind of premium to military talent, enjoining all 
their civil servants “ to apply themselves to acquire a knowledge of militaiy 
discipline, that, m the event, eithei of any sudden attack, oi of being found 
better qualified foi military than foi civil duties, they might receive com- 
missions, and have the pay of militaiy officers, till the pleasuie of the couit 
should be known ” 


iiivii In the course of the wai carried on between the Moguls and the Malnattas, 

attempts oil ° 

Bomba} by the Diddee bad made himself mastei of Henery m the same way as Sevajee had 
and sev'ajee of Kennery , and thus by the negligent and inesolute conduct which the local 
authonties liadpuisued, Bombay was exposed to a double dangei, and its pios- 
penty was seriously interrupted The couit at home, greatly peiplexed at the 
threatening aspect of affairs, seem not to have been equal to the emeigency, and 
disiegaidmg the dangei of being ousted altogether, kept insisting on a nuinbei 
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of petty deductions winch produced much dt content among their own servants . 
and imposed various new burdens which were loudty complained of b} the 
other inhabitants. At the name time temporizing expedients became the order 
of the div and both the Moguls and Malirattas emboldened b} the pusillani 
mous spirit m which tlieir encroachments were met set no limits to thur arro 
gance As if Bomba} had been set up ns a prize to be contended for the} w ere 
now onty intuit on dt_cidm 0 whether Siddte or Scvnjee was to be the winmn e t 
part} It would almost seem that the Company were grmbnlty makin^ up their 
nnnds to some such disastrous and ignominious result for m the face of remon 
strances from India complaining of the reductions nlrcnd} made and di tinetty 
stating that without additional expenditure and reinforcements the island w ould 
be lost the court intimated their final dtci ion that the fortifications hnvm 0 been 
the source of the heaviest expense were to be continued in their present state 
without further improvements — that the mnnmn 0 of the l attcries w as to bo 
reduced to the lowest 6calc possible — and that with the exception of one small 
frigate the armed ships stationed for guarding the harbour were to be sold 
The letter of the court after puttin 0 the island in jeopard} b} these most 
improvident and niggardl} injunctions ludicrousl} or as some w ould rather 
term it msultmgl} concludes with a rccommuuhtion to the governor to 
maintain strict discipline and have the garrison nlwnvs prepared for i vigorous 
defence. 

The above letter addressed in the beginning of 1C79 to Surat which b} the 1 
w \y was also to furnish its quota of reduction b} being degraded from a presi n 
dene} to the less expensive form of an agtncv produced a remonstrance which 
made the court pause before proceeding further in thur reckless career of 
retrenchment Sunt according} resumed its rank, as a president:} and Bomba} 
obtained some 6b 0 ht addition to its garrison The change of pohev thus indi 
cated unlnppil} proved evanescent and though Sambajce now at the head of 
the Malinttas m consequence of the death of his father was known to have 
aggressive designs on Bomba} its garrison m Januarv 1G83 could bard} 
muster 100 I uropeans clamouring for additional pa} as absolutd} necessar} to 
furnish them with the means of subsistence. On a former occision when 
simil ir complaints w ere made the onl} step taken was to tantalize the com 
plamers by obtamm D letters patent from the crown for the establishment of a 
mint at Bombay a measure which however useful in itself onl} increased the 
quantity of com without giving them anv larger share of it On the present 
occasion the complaints were similarly treated and the letter from home in 1 G84 
was chiefly occupied with announnn 0 the erection of a court of admiralty the 
judge of w Inch appointed by royal commission was to liav o jurisdiction as fir as 
the Compan} s limits extended and emplo} it specialty for the suppression of 
unlicensi d tradin Q In tins arrangement Bomba} was thus far interested that 
it was not only to become the seat of the new court but to be regarded m future 
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ad icsr as an independent English settlement, and the scat of the power and tiade of 
the English nation m the East Indies 

Ktit'vma While the comt at home weie confemng this magniloquent title on Bomba}, 
an e\ ent had taken place which tlne.itencd to lendei it a morkei} Captain 
Ricliai d Keigwin, the comm.indei of the giumon, m conceit with Ensign Tliom- 
biun and otheis, suddenly, on the 27th Decunbn, 1G83, su/< d Mt Waul the 
deputy -go\ Cl noi , and the members of council who adhticd to him, and issued a 
pioclamation annulling the unflioidr of the Compam, and dcdai mg the island 
to he immediateh uiulei the pi o tection oi the King of England Dissatisfaction 
with the tieatment which he hadiecened fiom Sn Josiah Child, and Ins hiothci, 
Mi , atteiwauls S 11 John Child, v ho had obtained a coinphtc nsmidene}, the 
one as govemoi ot the Compan\ and the othei ns piesident of Suiat and go\emoi 
of Bomba\, had tempted him to turn lebcl, while the gcncial discontent pio- 
ducecl by the paltu i eductions and othei impolitic pioeeedings alieadc nd\utcd 
to, soon made the lehelhon completely successful With compaiatnelv lew 
exceptions the gamson «md the inhabitants, when assembled, appio\ed of his 
conduct, and lecogm/edhim as goceinoi The whole powei of the island was 
thus in his hands It is not easy to see on what gtounds he could have 
imagined that Ins usurpation w ould i ccen e ain countenance in England , but 
as if he had been acting with the sanction of the a own, and with a single mow 
to its intei ests, he lequncd all the inhabitants to icnew then allegiance to it and 
pioceedecl to admimstei the go\ eminent m its name Immediateh on healing 
of the msimection Piesident Child despatched tin ee of the Company ’s homew ai d 
bound ships fiom Suiat, having on boaid commissioners authon/ed to take 
measmes which it w r as thought would piove effectual When the} aimed 
the fienzy was at its height, and the ciews of the ships, catching the infection 
so fai fiom assisting m suppiessmg the levolt, began openly to fi a tenure with 
the levolteis The commissioneis, alaimed at this new dangei, weie glad to 
aveit it by allowing the ships to continue then voyage In the meantime the} 
lemamed on boaicl a countiy vessel 

its iiarmmg About a month after the msimection bioke out Piesident Child aim ed w ith 

progxess 

tluee othei Company’s ships, and on finding fiom the spmt winch pi evailed 
both on the island and among his own crews, that foice was out of the question, 
made lavish pi onuses of paiclon and lechess of gnevances Keigwin listened 
to his proposals, but it was only to lejeet them, and aftei two months spent 
m unavailing confeienees, the piesident despatched the ships to England, and 
with Ins commissioneis leturned ciest-fallen to Suiat, leaving the levolters still 
masteis of the island. Keigwin, aw r aie that appearances weie entnely agamst 
him, diew up a justification, which he transmitted to the Icing and the Duke 
of Yoik His pnncipal pleas weie that by the misconduct of the paities in- 
trusted with the management of the Company at home and abioad, Bombay 
w r as on tlie point of bemg lost, and nothing but the energetic measmes 
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which he had taken could have secured its continuance as a dependency of the a.d ie<« 
British crown 

On receiv mg intelligence of th( Bombay re\ olt and of the attempt which ia t g 
Keigwin had made to justify Ins proceedings the Company appointed a com Lamfttee 
mittee of secrecy to communicate directlv with the crown and take whatever f w 7 
other measures might seem expedient In a report specially addressed to the 
king they isserted that so fir from acting penuriously with their officers and 
soldiers their pay and encouragements were supenor to those winch the Dutch 
granted to their troops that their president ind governor had given every 
indulgence to the garrison compatible with the duty of rendering the revenues 
<qual to the charges of the establishment and that since they had entered 
to possession of the island they had expended the sum of £300 000 on fortifi 
cations an excellent harbour and other improvements In conclusion they 
leturned to an old complaint by blaming the interlopers as the main mstigatoiB 
to the revolt endeavoured to arouse the jealousy of the king by reminding him 
that the revolters had attacked his prerogativ e by questioning the nglit of the 
crown to give exclusive privileges of trade without the authority of the legisla 
ture and hinted that the revolt so far from bein 0 caused by any undue use oi 
their powi rs w as rather owing to a delect in the pow ers themseh es which did 
not permit them to deal summarily and effectually with delinquents 

During these proceedings in England Keigwin continued not only to main pp u 
tain his position but obtained a recognition of his authority from Samb yee m t y 
with whom he negotiated a treaty giving the privilege of free trade within the 
Maliratta dominions More than this Sambajee consented to tin payment of a 
considerable sum due to the Company This treaty and payment together with 
the alleged fiet that the island was now entirely supported by its own revenue 
furnished Keigwin with plausible ^rounds for mauitaimn 0 that his proceedings 
had advanced the interests both of the crown and the Company' It was linpos 
sible howev er that he could be listened to and despatches were Bent off from 
England with a commis ion under the great seal directed to the president and 
councils at Surat and Bombav and to the commanders of the Company s ships 
to take the necessary steps for the recoveiy of the island. In the event of a 
peaceable deliv ery a general pardon was to be proclaimed to all except Iveigwm 
and other three ringleaders As it seemed probable that force would be neces 
saty President Child was appointed captain general and admiral of the Com 
pany s sea and land forces Sir Thomas Grantham vice admiral and the senior 
commander of the Company s ships rear admiral rhou Q h the revolt was the 
immediate occasion of these appointment* it will soon be seen that ulterior 
objects were contemphted by them Indeed the necessity of these appoints 
ments so fir as related to the revolt had ceased before the knowledge of them 
had reached India Iveigw in liav mg in the inters il agreed to deliv er up the 
island to Sir Thomas Grantham on receiving a fiee pardon for himself and his 
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a.d ics-i associates In tenns of tins anangement, tlu island w. is fonnally still endued 
on the 19th of Novembei, 1G81 In the beginning of the following ) o<u a new 
leign commenced by the death of Chat Its on Gth Eebnini), 1G8>, and tin acces- 
sion of James II A gieat change m the polity of the Company imincdiattly 
took place, but befoie tiacmg it, it will be piopn to atti nd to the changes 
which had in the meanwhile been taking place in tin otlui settlements of the 
Company 

utenii>t<< to Notwithstanding the numeious obstmetions to which the trade of the C'om- 

umntnae° pan) 7 was subjected in the Eastern islands it was dc t< 1 mined still to peiicieie 
and Bantam, as the most comenient mtennediatc point, continued to engio^s a 
consicleiable shaie of the annual imestmonts In the sc.ison 1676-77, the diaie 
allotted to it consisted of eight resseK amounting in the aggicgate to 3180 
tons The spice tiade was still the gieat mduccnunt, but a new intcicst had 
been cieated by the prospect of establishing a factoi \ m China In that case, 
it was supposed that Bantam would become the entiepot between China and 
India This pm pose it was ahead) sen mg to some extent, and the agent of 
Bantam was undei oidei-a to send annually, on the Com pain's account, tea of 
the best quality to the \ .due of 100 dollars In tins season, howcwei, a dnect 
mtei course was to be attempted, b) sending a small re-sol to Amoy undet the 
chaige of a person of known pmdence and intelligence Eiom his infoimation 
the expediency of adopting fuithei steps might be judged. Tins hopeful expen- 
ment was fiustiated by an atiocit) In Apnl, 1G77, Mi White, the agent, and 
a numbei of the pnncipal seivants of the agency, while sailing up the met of 
Bantam m then boats, weie wa)lnid by the natnes and baibaiously massacied 
The king and his sons w r ere suspected of complicity, but denied it and pi onnsed 
to make every exeition to cbscovei and punish the peipctiators Whethei the) 
did so is very doubtful, but tlie piomise was all that the few suimvois could 
obtain The effect was a tempoiaiy extinction of the agency In the subse- 
quent season new appointments weie made, hut they appeal not to have been 
judicious Instead of attending to their pioper duties the persons appointed 
neglected them, and spent their tune in squabbling w ith each otlici In such 
cncumstances trade languished, and befoie it could he lenved the opening 
which had been anticipated at Amoy was closed by a Chinese cml wax Amid 
these discouragements, the only favourable incident was an oveituie fiom the 
Viceroy of Canton offenng to admit the English to tiade In moie piospeious 
times it would have been eageily embiaeed, but tlie Company contented them- 
selves with returning a respectful answer, and lequestmg to know' what pnvi- 
leges of trade would he given if an English faetoiy w 7 eie established at that 
port 

Trade with In the season 1679-80, the prospect at Bantam had again bimhtened, for 
three ships, carrying 1600 tons and a stock of £69,000, chiefly bullion, were 
despatched to it The inducement does not cleaily appeal , but fiom its being 
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mentioned m the instructions that war was ipprehended between the King of AU 1615 
Bantam and the Dutch it may have been, anticipated that in the event of the 
king proving victorious the Company in pushing their trade in that quarter 
would no longer have to encounter tlieir most formidable competitors. In the Trad m 
succieding seasons the investments to Bantam retained tlieir importance but 
from incidental allusions it may be gathered that it was not so much on account 
of that port itself as of the facilities vv Inch it afforded for forming connections 
with China. Amoy vv as again accessible but its inferiority as a trading station 
to Canton had become more and more apparent. As the viceroy of the latter 




still continued to profess friendship instructions were given in the season 
1681-82 not only to renew the communication with lum but to make presents 
to him on a moderate scale and assure lnm that if proper privileges were 
granted Urge ships with rich ca r e oes would annuaJIy wsit his poit 

The threatened war with the King of Bantam and the Dutch was now a mb « y 
about to become a reality It was probably with a view to it and the hope of ti g to 
securing a pow erful protector that the king took the extraordinary step of E s!ani1 
sending imbassadors to England They arrived and had interviews both with 
the king and the Company The only recorded result is that the Company s 
ships earned out for him a present of 500 barrels of gunpowder Before it 
arm ed the war had been both begun and ended The Dutch v\ ith tlieir usual 
sagacity had made the victory easy by exciting an internal dissension and 
giving their support to the winning party The kings own son had been 
induced to take up arms against lum and in 1682 effected i revolution wind) 
gav e lnm the throne One of Ins first steps was to take possession of the Com 
panys factory Tins we may presump was done either at the instigation of 
the Dutch or to gratify them but be had soon cause to see that while he sup 
posed himself indebted to them for a throne they had only been using lnm 
as their tool The whole power was already m then hands and scarcely a year 
elapsed before they had proclaimed tliemselv es absolute masters The Company 
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as on fozmei occasions of a similai dcsenption, flnmourad loud]} ioi jedic^, 
and negotiations with that mow were opened between tlie English go\ eminent 
and the States gcneial These, alter piomismg much, pio\c*d aboitne, and the 
Company’s connection with Bantam was hnalh closed It had lasted eight} 
yeais 

About this time the Compan} s tiade in the Persian Gull was thieatcned 
wutli sumlai extinction At a \ei} eaih penod in their lustoi} tin} had lieie 
acquned a peimanent ie\emte, independent of the* piofits ol tiade, b} a grant of 
half of the customs of Gombeioon as a lew aid loi assisting the Pei-ians to 
expel the Poitugucse fiom Omni/ Foi a ‘•cues oi \enis the*} diew huge sums 
by vntue of this giant, and at the Mine time earned on an extensne trade, 
making advantageous exchanges of English and Indian goods against the raw 
silks and otliei pioduce ol Peisia E\ei} new leign m that count n, how e\ei, 
endaugeied both then leeenuo and then trade, and the} would often ha\c 
abandoned the lattei altogether had they not been await* th.it the moment the} 
ceased to cany it on the funnel a bo would be ioi luted At last the* icienuc 
became still moie piecanous than the trade and it continued annuall} to iigme 
in the Compan} ’s books undei the name of an ears of customs at Gombeioon 
Again and again communications passed on this subject between the com tat 
home and the piesidency at Surat 

The gieat question was how* the Peisum trade could he most eflectuall} 
levived, and payment of aneais obtained At one tune negotiation, at another 
foice, seemed expedient, and the Company hung, as it weie, suspended between 
the two, leaning sometimes to the one and sometimes to the other In the 
season 1675-76, the wailike tendency had so fai pi ee ailed that two ot the ships 
consigned to Surat v r eie aimed foi semce in the Peisian Gulf, but befoie the 
final plunge wxis taken misgivings aiose, and the conclusion armed at was that 
could 3000 tomands, equivalent to £9000 steihng pei annum, be obtained by 
tieaty in lieu of the Gombeioon customs, it would be fai bettei to negotiate 
Tins was undoubtedly a veiy judicious conclusion Negotiation appears 
aceoidmgly to have been attempted, but unfoitunately without success, foi m 
1677-78, we find the Company again agitating the question of peace oi wai 
with Persia, and again giving the piefeience to the formei, though it was only 
hoped that instead of 3000, 1000 tomands might be lecoveied Dm mg the 
following season the subject appeals to have been ovei looked, and m that of 
1679-80 it is mentioned only to leeoul the desponding lesolution, that unless 
the tiade at Gombeioon should be moie ad\ autageous than it had pioved for 
seveial yeais it was to be relinquished The veiy next yeai the comt must 
have been agieeably suipused to learn that the aneais which they had thus 
begun to regaid as a despeiate debt had become the subject of a special finnan, 
by wdiich the King of Peisia had oideied the payment of 1000 tomands as 
then shaie of the customs foi the pievious yeai, and that then agent was m 
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expectation of leceiving another 1000 tomands for the cunent y ear It might ad ig 
have been supposed that negotiation which had already produced such gratify 
ing results would henceforth liav e the preference and v et strange to sa\ the 
language of the court in regard to Persia becomes more v\ arlihe than ev er and 
in 1683 while their agent at Gomberoon was informed of then determination 
to adopt more spirited measures a remonstrance was presented to the King of pJ 
Persia himself The purport of this document as analyzed by Mr Bruce m Ins 
Artnals is singular enough to be w orth quoting The court he sa\s alter ^ tl * f 
stating tliur claims to Ins justice which was proverbi ilfy held in Europe to be r 
unalterable proceeded to inform Ins majesty that contrarv to this justice lus 
ministers or officers at the port at which the Lnglisli factories were settled oi 
to w Inch tliur ships resorted had obstructed their trade m direct violation of 
solemn treaties between tlie two countries tlmt though with re«qiectful defer 
ence they prayed for relief jet possessin e a naval power winch was unrivalled 
if such relief should be withheld by Ins ministers and officers they trusted that 
so great and so just a prince would instead of considering that naval force 
which they employed for then* protection ns disrespectful to his dignity view 
it onty ns a necessary expedient for restoring the amicable relations between 
Persia and Fngland. The high flown compliment paid to the shah s justice 
however undeserved may pass as an orientalism but nothing can be more 
ludicrous than the description of their nav al powr r as unnv ailed and their 
request that he would consider the employment of it against him as onty a 
necessary expedient for restoring amicable relations 

Tor the unsatisfactory state of matters at Bantam and Gomberoon the rrogt*M 
Company had some compensation in the progress which they continued to make r j t 
at Madras and in BengaL The attempt of the Dutch on Bombay Imd shown M dr ** 
the necessity of preparing for a similar attempt on Fort St George and the 
works had been so strengthened as to be capable of a vigorous resistance The 
expense was as usual a subject of complaint m the letter from the court 
and in 167G special instructions w ere given that no new buildings should be 
proceeded with until plans and estimates were sent home and returned 
approv ed This was undoubtedly the regular course but the emergency justified 
the neglect of it and subsequent events proved that the expenditure on fortifi 
cations had been wisely made Sevajee during an irruption into the Carnatic 
had passed vvitlnn a short distance of Madras and there is reason to presume 
that nothing but its strength preserved it from treatment simil ir to that which 
Surat had more than once experienced By his captuie of Gmgee and Vellore 
he had permanently fixed himself in its vicinity and nothing therefore could 
have been, more imprudent than to leave any portion of it exposed to an attack 
either by land or sea Indeed in the very next season the court had become 
so much dive to the importance of Fort St GeoTge as a place of security for 
their property and servants that they virtually withdrew the censure thev had 
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ad 1670 previously passed, and oideied tlie commandeis of ships consigned to the Goio 
mandel coast, “to take m as many laige stones at Johanna (one of the Comoio 

Isles) as they could stow, to he 
= y _ used foi the "building of the 


Flans for 
increasing 
revenue 


Progress of 
the Com 
pany m 
Bengal 



foit, that it might be placed m 
a sufficient state of defence 
against any enemy ” 

Meanwhile the sub]ect of 
1 evenue was still uppermost m 
the minds of the couit, and 
they nevei omitted an occasion 
of inculcating the necessitj 7 of 
mci easing it, and proposing 
plans for this purpose Among 
these the first which suggested 
itself was a house tax, with a 

Fort of Raje Ghur, Ginofl — Danitlls Oriental Annual 

view to which a survey was to 
be made of all the houses at Madias, both m the Poituguese and black towns 
In anticipation of the discontent which this tax, and a duty imposed on ai tides 
of consumption, would pioduce, the authonties were instructed to explain that 
“those who lived undei the English piotection must contubute to the cliaiges 
by which that piotection was maintained” Theie weie two otliei plans of 
increasing the revenue, for which less apology was lequned The one was to 
obtain authority fiom the King of Golconda to establish a mint at Madias, 
similar to the one which had already, by the authority of the English monaich, 
been established at Bombay, the other was to institute a bank, not, liowevei, 
m the full sense of the term, but meiely to receive deposits foi a hmited time, 
and to an amount not exceeding m all £100,000 The inducement to depositois 
was the payment of interest at the rate of not more than six pei cent , and 
the object of the Company was not meiely to piocme the means of pui chasing 
goods at the cheapest rates, but to foim a stock which would enable the agencj 7 
and its dependencies to countei balance the influence of the Dutch Considei- 
mg the very humble scale ot the pioposed bank, it is difficult to undeistand 
how so much should have been expected fiom it 

The progiess of the Company’s tiade m Bengal was at this penod consider 
able The puncipal factory was still Hooghly, to which seveial otliei s — Bala- 
soie, Cossimbazai, Dacca, Malda, and Patna weie suboidmate In the season 
1 674-75 the whole amount of stock, principally bullion, sent to the eastern coast 
of India was £202,000 Of this, £65,000 was destined foi Bengal It seems to 
have been suspected that it would piove insufficient, and accoidingly the factois 


weie authonzed to increase it by taking up £20,000 at mteiest The invest- 
ment purchased was to consist chiefly of silks and taffetas of a fine quality, 
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unit saltpetre. Should an> surplus inono\ r< main it mm to be employed in At> ic^ 
purchasing white sugar cotton % nni turmeric, mid l>ecs wax men!} to fill up 
spare tonnage In t!ie two f»llovvin te }iars Uic amount of <!ic investment was 
ntarlv tin. Mine but in 167” 7S it roc to £100 000 and was tddl con idtrtd 
fir from its maximum ns the fictors \ua permitted to incrca c it !>} borrowing 
In ICbO SI it amounted to XI oO 000 mil in the following Mason to 1230 000 
distributed ns fdlows — £110 000 to Cox imKazar £1 1 r 00 to Intin £3° 000 
to BiHsnre £1 *j 000 to Maids and £12 000 to niinin at Hoojilv Hitherto 
Bengal had been subordinate to lort St Ccoi^ge 1 ut it was non consult red of 
hiifiiLitnt importance to txmstilnt* a di tinct ami imh pendent ngenev Mr 
Hedges, who bad bun a numWr of the manage mint m 1 upland was nnt out 
with pccnl jxiwtrstoln. nguitnnd gounicref the Cunpam * affairs m Bengal 
His establishment howtvir npp**irs to hast Kan on a sir} hmnllt M-aU as 
his guard rednete 1 to ttttnU Mhlitrs und r a cwpornl of a] j roved hdehtv 
and courage were to perforin in albtion llu double dutv cf protecting the 
fictorv at Hooghlv and acting again t the inter! »ptnv 

In eon«i qil( no. of the erection of Bengal mt i a m prate aguicv voxels rm, r 
were despatches! direct from 1 upland to the Canges, and cn a scale which i*»f»i. 
shows that the importance of tin trade in this quarter was now dul} nppre 
ciatcsL In 1GS2-S3 one of the m miscarried tlnrtv guns nitotlu r was of the 
si7C of 700 tons winch was rathtr unusual at this ]Hnod 1 lie agent was 
empowered t) borrow £200000 winch with tin ununploaed dock and endit 
of tin fonner season was expected to vu.ll n jremnt sum fir investment of 
£3uOtiOO and Iiojies wire held out that tin htoel of the uisuin„ Mason would 
amount to £000 000 pnncipalU m lullun Ihesc hopes however win. not 
realized Miaous difiiciilties has in^ arisen both nt hotm and nl road — at home 
1} the unexpected fuluro of M*\erol largi houses which used to Mqplv the 
Compan} with bullion for export and nl rowl I \ the loss of one of tin rutwanl 
liouml slops with £70 000 of bullion on lonrd tin capture of Bantam b} the 
Dutch an 1 the imposition of mw ami heavier customs in Bengal to 0 i thcr witli 
the discoverv of irregular it us m the Company « factories m that province In 
consequence of all thc.sc untoward cunts a panic begun to prevail and a run 
took. place on the Compan} a trtaaurj threatening it with insolvency Instead fli n> 
therefore of providing foreign investment* the coui t resolved in the meantime aTw/ 
to reserve all the produce of their salts for the payment of tliur delta nnd 
neither to send bullion to India nor make an} dividend to their proprietors till 
these debts were liquidated W ith the view of facilitating this process of hqm 
lation all the settlements abroad were placed on the lowest possible scale and 
Bengal which had begun to act as an independent ngcnc} was again made 
subordinate to Madras. Somewhat inconsistenti} at the v cry time wlun Bengal 
was thus shorn of its independence the court were senousl} contemplating a 
great addition to its importance b} endeavouring to acquire possession of an 
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island m the mouth of the Ganges Could such an acquisition he made, foitifi- 
cations weie to he immediately commenced Such ivas the dubious position of 
the Company’s establishments in Bengal when Chailes II died 


CHAPTER YIT. 


Marked change m the Companj s policj on the accession of Tames II — Hostile priparations — War 

tilth tho Mogul — Disastrous results 


HE Duke of York, now James II, had been a consuleiable 
shaieholdei in the Company, and was understood to be willing 
to emplo3 r all the powei and influence of the ciown in then 
favoui A new coin sc of piospenty was hence anticipated, 
and it soon became appaient that the model ation and caution 
hitlieito manifested w r eie no longei deemed necessary The mteilopers were 
henceforth to be pioceeded against with a ngoui which, while admitted to be 
most desuable, had pieviously been deemed impolitic In England piosecutions 
were immediately to be commenced in the Couit of King’s Bench against no 
fewei than foity-eiglit individuals, who wei e chaiged with Molatmg the Com- 
pany’s exclusive pnvileges, and seveial of whom, it was supposed, would be 
unable to make any effectual defence, because the statements contained in then 
petitions to the king weie to be laid hold of as admissions of guilt In India 
the judge-advocate established at Bombay was furnished with the code of maitial 
law established in the British aimy, that it might become the lule of his conduct 
m trying the commandeis and officers of the intei loping ships, and the piesident 
and council were specially enjoined not to peiplex themselves with questions as 
to the legality of the pioceedmgs, but to be caieful m pi ovxhng that the sen- 
tences pronounced by the judge should be earned into execution The Company 
must have been aware that the outciy which had been raised agamst them would 
thus become moie clamoious than evei , but they acted as if they had imbibed 
the spirit of the last of the Stuarts, and weie resolved, if they could not con- 
ciliate public opinion, to set it at defiance 

In a similar spirit, the native powers weie no longer to be addiessed m sub- 
missive petitions, but given to understand that the Company would henceforth 
treat with them as an independent powei, and when aggrieved would, if neces- 
saiy, compel lediess by foice of aims To show that this haughty tone meant 
as much as it expiessed, the Company obtained the king’s patent, authonzmg 
them to appoint their president, Sn John Child, “captam-geneial and admnal 
of all their foices by sea and land, m the noitliem paits of India, fiom Cape 
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Comonn to the Gulf of Persia. To gue effect to this appointment he was to ad lew 
fi\ the seat of gov eminent at Bomlm while Surat w ns to be reduced to a sun pie 
ftctorj and he was to maintain a hind of state b) the attendance of a guaid 
of En e h h grenadiers under t!ie command of an ensign \\ ith tlic rank of captain 
It was presumed that the removal to Bomba) w ouhl giv e umbrage to the Mogul 
go\enimcnt but under the new pohe) this was n acr) secondar) consideration 
as not onlv the Mogul but Samlmjee and the native princes genenll) were to 
be given to understand that the Compan) had now m Bombas nn impugnable 
retreat from which thc\ would Iks nhlc to retaliate nt sea for am exactions and 
depredations to which the) mi 0 ht be Mil jected on shore. Ihis was no empt) 
menace fir the same at st l which earned out the al>o\e public instructions 
earned others of a still more important nature Iran nutted from a secret com 
mittce with the approbation of the king and intended not to be made know n 
till the moment for acting upon them had armed. 

An armament on a fir larger scale than the Compan) had ever before fitted 
out had sailed from 1 nglaml It coasisted of ten slnj s mounting from twelve 
to sc\cnt\ guns each and canning as man) troops as with those which were 
ordered to join them on their armnl would make 1000 regular mfintr) Its 
destination w as Bengal On arriving there and forming w ith the Compan) s 
ships a fleet of nineteen sail it was to effect a landing nt Chittagon e on the 
north east side of the Baj of Bengal and take permanent possession of it, forti 
f) in 0 it in the best manner mounting 200 cannons upon it estal hslnn,, a mint 
and lev) ing fiv o per cent customs on the inhabitants. 1 lie po^>ibiht) of a failure 
stems never to have been contemplated lhc instruction** nccouhngl) pre 
suming a complete success enter into a mimlier of inmute details for the purpo e 
of regulating future proceedings. After Cluttngon^ was captured and made 
secure nnd all Mogul ships of ever) description lmd been seized and declared 
lawful prizes the expedition was to proceed up the eastern branch of the Ganges 
against Dacca. Supposing as a matter of course that the nabob and his troops 
would immedintel) save themselves In fli 0 ht pence was to he ofTered to him on 
the follow m 0 conditions tlint lie should cede the cit) and temtor) of Clntta 
gon D to the Compan) and pa) the debts lie owed them that he should allow 
the rupees coined at Cluttngon 0 to pass current in Ins district and restore all 
privileges according to ancient firmans. Should lie claim restitution of the 
slops and propert) seized he wns to he told that the parties were to bear their 
respective losses and expenses during the war and that while these were the 
most favourable terms winch the Compan) wcic disposed to concede even these 
would not be binding upon, them unless the) were ratified and embodied jn a 
regular treat) by the Great MoguL 


As if a single war were not cnou 0 h at one time the armament was also to e mt bo 
commence hostilities with the Ivin 0 of Siam and seize Ins vessels b) wft) of 


compensation for the losses which the Compan) had sustained in his dominions 
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\ D lose Noi was this all The Poituguese were to he dealt Math after a similar fashion , 
and if they continued to exact customs at Tanna and Caianja, the president 
at Bombay was not only to lefuse them, but to employ the fleet and military 
forces at Ins disposal in seizing Salsette and other dependencies, 'which it was 
asseited that the grant of the poit and island of Bombay ought to have earned 
along with it 

i itm-i The extiavagance of these schemes, sufficiently appaient m itself, was signally 

q|[ 

the schemes pioved by the result On the 2Stli October, 16S6, m consequence of a quarrel 
between tluee English and some native soldiers m the bazaar at Hooghly, hos- 
tilities weie pieinaturely commenced The nabob’s tioops weie defeated, and 
Hooghly suffeied seveiely by a cannonade of the Company’s fleet Befoie this 
event, Shaistah Khan, the nabob, was disposed to compiomise matters with the 
Company, 01 submit then differences to arbitration An amicable settlement 
was now impossible, and indeed was not desned by the Company, who had made 
up a list of claims exceeding m the aggregate £500,000 steilmg, and weie 
indulging the hope that by then warlike successes a considerable portion of it 
might be seemed foi then treasury, though they must have been aware that 
many of the items charged weie fictitious, or at least conjectural As a speci- 
men the following may be mentioned “Foi detaining y e agent with y e silk 
at Cassumbuzai, 400,000 rupees’ (£40,000) “Foi what extoited fiom us m 
piesents, Szc, 200,000 lupees” (£20,000) “To demoiage of shipping, the three 
last jeais, 2,000,000 mpees’ (£200,000) “Foi chaige of 1000 men and twenty 
ships foi jc wai, also 2,000,000 rupees” (£200,000) 

Tiiur fuhm Immediately aftei the attack on Hooghly, the Moguls, pietending to be 
intimidated but meiely with the view of gaming time, obtained a cessation of 
hostilities, dui mg which the seivants of the Company lemoved with their pio- 
peitj fiom that town, and on 20tli Decembei, 1686, fixed on Chuttanuttee, oi 
Calcutti, as «i safoi station while negotiations weie pending How these would 
is>uo soon became appai ent, foi the nabob, making no seciet of Ins intentions, 
seized upon the English factory at Patna, and nnpiisoned all the inmates The 
pioqiects of the Company now became sufficiently alaimmg The prematuie 
att uk h id made the Moguls awaie of what was intended, the subsequent delay 
had en thled them to complete then preparations, and it had become impossible 
to disgui-e the fact, that the armament which had been piovided wms inadequate 
to it'- ob|cct Chittagong could not be attacked with any piobability of success 
In pioportinn to the c\tra\ agance of the hopes which had been entertained was 
the dt qiondenc) pioduced by failuie Mr Gjffoid, the president of Madias, 
ftrA took alum Aiuung/ebe’s aimy was nppioaclnng It had aheady con- 
qu> r«.d tin kingdom of Bejapoor, that of Golconda was on the point of sharing 
tin sinw fate MIi.it then was to prevent it fiom continuing its -victorious 
* ri i end advaming upon Madias? Foit St Geoige, to icinfoice the expedi- 
tsui {. * Ikngd had been left almost cntnelv without a gamson and without 
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military stores. Thus unprouded with tho means of defence the president saw \r> ies 
no safety for it except m negotiation >\itli this mow he opened a commum 
cxtion with the Mogul and b) means of a anous Aims) excuses for the hostilities 
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in Bengal humbl) deprecated his displeasure and prajed for a confirmation 01 
the pm lieges which Madras had bo long cnjO)cd 

flic court at home nc\er dreaming of the gloom} aspect which a {furs had nombay an .i 
assumed continued to bus) themseh es with their schemes of aggrandizement r rm»d i u> 
and the \ anous changes which might become ncccssat) h> the accomplishment ie * 
of them In imitation of the Dutch at Batavia and Colombo the) raised Bomba) 
to the rank of a rcgenci and declared their wish that it should be fortified ns 
strong ns art and mone) could make it As the scat of gov eminent Sir John 
Child, who presided at it was to lme unlimited power over all the Compan) « 
settlements m Indu Madras too though subordinate to Bombay was also 
raised to the rank of a regency and at the same time (IGSTj rccencd a charter 
of incorporation. Before tins charter was granted tho go\emor and deput) 
governor of the Company were commanded to attend his majesty at the cabinet 
council. The subject of the intended charter w as then lnrgel) debated though tho 
onl) question winch appears to liayc excited much interest was — whether the 
charter should pass immedintel) b) the king under tho great seal or whether 
it should p iss under the common seal of the Company One member of council 
argued in fivour of the former method but tlic goyemor when the king asked 
his opinion replied as follows — What his mnjest) thought best the Compan) 
would alwa)S tlnnk so but if las majest) expected the goyemor s private 
opinion lie had ever bef n of opinion that no person in India should be emplo)ed 
b) immediate commission from Ins majest) because if the) w ere they would be 
prejudicial to our service b) thur arroganc) and prejudicial to themselves 
because the wind of extraordinary honour m their heads would probabl) make 
them so haught) and overhearing that we should he forced to 1 emov e them 
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This view of the mattei so fai pi evaded, that the chaitei was made to pass nndei 
the common seal of the Company Undei this chartei the corpoi ation was to 
consist of a mayoi and ten aldennen (thiee Company’s servants and seven 
natives), who weie to he justices of the peace, and weai thin silk scailet gowns, 
and of 120 huigesses with black silk gowns 

At the penod when this chaitei was gianted, the population of the city of 
Madias, the town of Foit St Geoige, and the villages within the Company’s 
bounds was estimated at 300,000 The whole was held of the King of Golconda 
at a quit-ient of 1200 pagodas, or about £430 The obligation to pay this sum 
could not be disputed , and yet, as if the Company undei tlieir new policy had 
considered themselves entitled to dispense with justice wheievei foice could 
effect then object, they caused intimation to be made to the king that then 
futuie payment to him would depend on his keeping St Tliomd m such a mannei 
as not to become an annoyance to Foit St Geoige If he would not let it on 
lease oi faim to the Company, the piesident, “as repiesentmg an independent 
power, was not onty to lefuse payment of the quit-ient, but to declaie the place 
the property of the Company ’ For the gioss fiaud and v lolence thus pioposed to 
be perpetuated, the only justification attempted was that the King of Golconda’s 
powei had been “much deci eased by the victoues of the Mogul, and Ins expul- 
sion fiom Masulipatam by the Dutch,” and that “it was impiacticable to cany 
on tiade, or maintain a seat of government without levenue” Such weie the 
Machiavellian punciples shamelessly advocated by the court in then letteis to 
Madias m the season 16S7-88 

When the failuie of the expedition to Bengal was announced m England, 
the court, instead of attributing it to the toituous policy which they had begun 
to pursue, weie ungenerous enough to throw the whole blame on then seivants 
m India The agency of Bengal weie censuied foi then tnmd conduct, chaiged 
with having selfishly pursued then own ends, legal dless of the honoui and 
mteiests of the king and Company who had confided m them, and tlueatened 
with expulsion fiom the service if, by their sinister schemes, the objects of the 
war should not be accomplished These objects the Company were not yet 
willing to abandon, and therefoie, when despatching a laige ship, called the 
Defence, undei the command of Captain Heath, and a small fugate, fully 
aimed, and carrying a lemforcement of 160 soldiers, to assist m the wai, they 
intimated then deteimmation that “unless a fortification and a district aiound 
it should be ceded, to be held as an independent soveieignty, the cliaiges of the 
aimament be defrayed, and pei mission to com money m Bengal, to pass cunent 
in the Moguls and nabob’s dominions, be gianted, they would not consent to 
a peace, oi send any moie stock oi goods to the Ganges” These boastings and 
menaces become ludicious when viewed m connection with the actual position 
of affans, and only pioclann the ignoiance, piesumption, and folly of those to 
whom the home management of the Company was at this time mtiusted 
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Captain Heath armed m Bengal in. October 1688 and proceeding to act ad ioso 
on instructions which had become altogether mapphcable to the circumstances 
embarked the Company s property at Calcutta and then pioceeded to Balasore d “e 
Hoads The members of the factor) there had been seized and imprisoned but f b «ai 
Captain Heath though he opened a negotiation with the governor was too 
impatient to wait for the result of it Hav ing effected a landing he captured 
a batter) of thirty guns and then plundered the town B) this proceeding he 
to ained little and threw away the only chance ot obtaining the English prisoners 
who were earned off into the mtenor to endure a hopeless captivity From 
Balasore he proceeded to Chittagong but instead of attacking it with Ins w ell 
equipped fleet now amounting to fifteen sail he spent some da) s in fruitless 
negotiation and then set sail for Aiacan. It was supposed that as the king 
was at enmity with the Mogul a locality foi a fortified settlement might be 
easily obtained The application however was refused and Captain Heath 
after an ineffectual attempt to secure Ins object by courting the alliance of a 
rebel chief finally quitted the Bengal coast and armed at Madras on the 4tli of 
March 1 689 On board the fleet wras all that now remained to the Company 
ot the wreck of their once flourishing factories in BengaL 

On the west coast of India the results were not more satisfactory The first T,t “ 

^ poL y f th 

intimation of the warlike policy ot the Company was communicated by the c mpany 
secret committee m a letter to President Child intended for his e) e alone but 
marked to be opened mins absence b) Sir Jolm W) borne deputy gov emor of 
Bombay The president was absent and Sn John not onl) opened the letter 
but imprudenti) communicated the contents to the council. The secret was of 
a kind not likely to he kept and great al irm was felt lest it should reach the 
ears of the go\einor of Surat This was altogether contrar) to the intentions 
of the Compan) who w ere bent on carryw D out a great scheme of fraud b) 
making sudden war on the Mogul in one quarter of his dominions when the) 
were deluding him with professions of friendship in another In Bengal Ins 
temtor) was to be invaded and his ships and those of his subjects seized as 
lawful pnzes not only there but in the eastern seas and in the Persian Gulf 
while on the w est coast of India and particularl) at Surat a mask of friendship 
was to be worn and not thrown off o long as concealment mi 0 ht seem desir 
able This nefanou3 mode of warfare excited no scruples in the mind of Su 
John Child who at once entered into the spirit of it and discovered as Bruce 
expresses it a high sense of duty and a provident concern for the interests 
of the Compan) by re olvmg not only to keep up the deception and av oid 
hostilities with the Mogul till the result of the Bengal expedition should be 
known but even should circumstances oblige him to commence hostilities to 
take the responsibility on himself The meaning is that lie was to act as a 
screen to the Compan) and enable them should the war prov e unsuccessful to 
allege in utter disre B ard of truth and honour that lie had acted without their 
Vol I 44 
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authonty In the case supposed, theiefoie, Sn Jolm Child was to be t rented 
appai enily ns if he had inclined the displeasure of the Compam, and the} weie 
to follow out the wi etched system of dupliciU hy negotiating v ith the Mogul 
“foi the lestoiation oi then pmiloges and ti.ide, upon the sunt Basis as the} 
weie antenoi to his apparently unwise pi otetdingi ” 

At this cfamc of deceit it was not casv to ov < 1 match the Mogul, and the 
Company’s expenence eie long furnished a new illustiation of the old adage, 
that “honesty is the best polic} ” Su John Child display cd considerable d< xtentv 
At fiist he despatched two ol the Company’s ships to Mocha and Bussoiah, and 
two otheis to China, with seciet oideis to sei/e .ill the Mogul 01 Si.nm.-e ve-'-ds 
they might fall m with At the same tune lie ties]) itched a ship to Smut to 
he oft the mouth of the estuai}, and endea\mu if possible to bung oil all the 
membeis and piopcity of the lactoi} The goveinoi of Sm.it was too well 
informed, and too much on the alut to be thus imposed njion Without pio- 
ceedmg to acts ol Molence, he kej>t such <1 stuet watch that the escape oi the 
agent and factois was lmpiactieable Craft being thus unavailing, Sir John 
Child tiled the effect of foice, and suddenh seized all the Suiat ships in the 
poit of Bombay The goveinoi, aflecting an intimidation which he did not 
feel, sent one of the English factois to him with a complimenlai} lettei, hi 
which lie expiessed an anxious wish to come to an accommodation, and to know 
what teims would satisfy the Company, and induce them to lesume tnule The 
factoi letuined to Suiat with a statement of giievnnces compiling thn ty-f i \ e 
articles, including, 'into a lia, satisfaction foi stoppage of goods at the custom- 
house, foi the obstruction of investments, foi the donum age of vessels detained 
foi the lefusal to delivei up intei topers and then ships, foi theiaising of customs 
fiom 2 to 34 pei cent, foi the lefusal of pci mission to com money, foi the impo- 
sition of aibitiaiy taxes, and the seizuie of homes and goods foi the Mogul’s 
use without paying foi them 

Befoie any answei was letuined to these piopositions, Captain Andiews, 
commanding one of the ships which had been sent to the Persian Gulf, letumed 
to Bombay, bunging with lnm an intei loping ship and six Mogul vessels, w Inch 
weie sailing undei Dutch colouis These captures speedily becoming known, 
put an end to the tuck of concealing actual hostilities, and theiefoie, without 
any furtliei attempt at disguise, Sn John Child despatched two laige ships to 
Suiat, with oi deis to seize all Mogul vessels that should he met with, and also 
to attack the Siddee’s fleet, if it should attempt to cioss the bai with the view 
of putting out to sea Dui mg these proceedings a new goveinoi ai lived at 
Surat, and professed' such friendly feelings, that Sn Jolm Cluld, at the m gent 
request of the agent, made Ins appeal ance off Suiat, and succeeded, as lie 
thought, m negotiating a provisional convention on the basis of his thnty-five 
ai tides Though these fell fai shoit of vvliat had at one time been anticipated, 
the Company, now alive to the difficulties m which then fiaud and folly had 
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involved them were so delighted at the prospect of a treat} with the Mogul ad im 
tint the} voted the president a present of 1000 guineas as a mark of approba 
tion for the wisdom of Ins proceedings during the war and for lus general ser 
vices. The vote was afterwards discovered to have been premature The 
governor of Surat had merely begun to pla} Ins part in the game of deceit 
and in order to gain time had professed a w llhngness to accept of terms which 
he was determined to repudiate Iso sooner then fore was his object secured 
than he threw off the mask of friendship a e ain imprisoned the members of the 
factor} confiscated all the Compan} s propert} and offered a large reward for 
the person of Sir John Child aliv e or dead. The president thus eompletcl} 
outwitted returned to Bomba} and found no other means of av enging himself 
than by captimn 0 fort} vessels of a large fleet of Mogul merchantmen 

Though the prospect of an amicable termination lnd now become hopeless i» m t 
one effort more was made by sendmg a deputation to Aurungzebe himself who 
was then encamped with lus 
arm} at Bejapoor Mean 
while Sir John Child found 
himself so completel} power 
less that he was unable to 
prevent the Siddee from 
making several descents 
upon the island and even 
threatening an attack upon 
the castle of Bomba} He 
had no spirit to face the 
gathering storm and died 
on the 4th of Tebnuar} 

1690 Had he livid a few weeks longer he would have seen the Compan} in 
a more humiliating position than he had ever contemplated as possible foi 
shortly after Aurungzebe s answer to the deputation w Inch had been sent to 
him arrived m the form of a firman couched in the follow ing terms — 

All the En e lish having made a most humble submissive petition that the is mi u* 
crime they have done may be pardoned and requested another phii'maund to 
make their being forgiven manifest and sent their bid keels to the heavenl} 
palace the most illustrious m the world to get the ro}al fw our and Ettimaund 
Caun the governor of Suratt s petition to the famous court equal to the si le 
being arrived that they would present the great king with a fine of loOOOO 
rupees to his most noble treasury representing the sun and w ould restore the 
merchants goods the} had taken awij to the owners of them and would walk 
by the ancient customs of the port and behave them elves for the future no 
more m such a shameful manner therefore Ins majesty according to Ins duty 
and fav our to all the people of the world hath pardoned their faults mercifully 
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a d 1000 forgiven tliem, and out of Ins princely condescension ngiees, that the present he 
put into the treasuiy of the port, the merchants’ goods he letumed, the town 
flourish, and they follow then tiade, as m formei tunes, and Mi Child, who did 
the disgiace, he turned out and expelled Tins oidei is meveisihle ” 

Effeotsoftho While the Company weie thus, by a land of just letnhution, leaping the 
ST hitter fruits of then wai policj’’, anothei calamity had befallen them Then 
gieat pation James II had been duven Horn the tin one which he unworthily 
occupied The Revolution, which saved the liberties of the nation fiom civil 
and ecclesiastical despotism, was no doubt eminently fa voiu able to tiade, but 
the Company unfortunately stood in a false position They held a monopoly 
which a powerful party weie bent on wresting fiom them, and the} r had them- 
selves incurred much odium by the rigoious and despotic measuies which they 
had adopted m maintaining their exclusive pnvileges It would not have been 
wonderful it, m these cncumstances, while they weie legal ded as almost identi- 
fied with the dynasty which had just been expelled, they had shaied its fate 
The Company, though fully alive to the dangei, did not lose heart, but lesolved 
to leave no means untned that piomised to avert it 

The spirit of freedom evoked duung the struggle with the last of the Stuarts, 
was naturally taken advantage of by the opponents of the Company, and no 
sooner had William and Mary been seated on the tlnone, than it was boldly 
maintained that the crown had exceeded its poweis m giantmg exclusive pim- 
leges of tiade, without the consent of the othei blanches of the legislatuie This 
question, on the solution of winch the very existence of the Company evidently 
depended, could not be much longer delayed It was not to be expected that, 
while thus existing only by a land of lepneve, they would venture on any laige 
expenditure m new and hazaidous enterprises, 01 even continue then equip- 
ments on then previous scale In the season 1689-90, they sent out only tlnee 
ships, two of them destined for Bombay, and one foi Fort St Geoige At the 
same time, when they weie thus curtailing their tiade, they made stienuous 
exertions to mciease their revenue, and, still clinging to the idea of becoming an 
independent Indian power, addressed the piesidency of Bombay m the follow- 
Aspirations mg terms — “ The object of oiu revenue is the subject of our caie as much as our 
revenue trade ’tis that must maintain our foice when twenty accidents may intei iupt 
our trade ’tis that must make us a nation m India without that we aie but 
as a great nation of interlopers, runted by his majesty’s loyal charter, fit only to 
trade where nobody of power thinks it their interest to prevent us , and upon this 
account it is that the wise Dutch, m all their geneial advices which we have 
seen, wnte ten paragraphs concerning their government, then civil and military 
pohcy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, foi one paragraph they write 
concerning tiade ” This language, which certainly sounds stiange in a Company 
which professed to be established “on a purely mercantile bottom,” may be 
partly explained by the change which had taken place m European politics 
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The wise Dutch whose conduct after Imv ing been so often the subject of ad ies>3 
bitter vituperation is eulogized as a model were now in close allmice with 
England while France which had been rapidlv acquiring power and influence I'm with 
in the East had become their common enemy Wliatev er might be the ultimate w 
issue of the hostilities it was scarcely possible w bile they continued to carry 
on a profitable trade Both m the East and in Europe Trench pm atcers w ere 
on the watch to make prizes of the Company s ships. It w as therefore easy to 
represent the curtailed equipments as the result of prudential arrangements 
and to justifv the resolution to make revenue a pnman object The accom 
plisliment of this object however was attended with considerable difficulty 
At Bombaj taxation had already been earned to an extent which lnd produced 
insurrection. In Fort St George n similar result was threatened but the court 
listening only to tlieir necessities held that the additional revenue actually 
obtained was by no means equal to wlmt might have been expected or drawn 
from a fortified town wlncli could afford protection to shipping and trade and 
that the amount might be increased to £100 000 per annum if a similar system 
of taxation should be introduced with that which the Dutch had established at 
Bata\ ia 

The opposition to the Company had now assumed a definite shape by the i tt f 
presentation of a petition to the House of Commons praying for legislative idem 
sanction to the establishment of a new company formed on more liberal pnn pany 
ciples Trom the causes already mentioned the petitioners found much favour 
and a committee was appointed who after fully hearing loth parties reported 
on the 16th of January 1690 that in their opinion the best way to manage 
the East India trade 13 to have it in a new company and a new joint stock and 
tins to be established by act of parliament but that till this was done the 
exclusive trade should remain with the present Companv Parliament was 
prorogued before this report could be taken into consideration but in 1691 the 
resolution of the committee was virtually sanctioned by nn address w Inch the 
House of Commons presented to the crown. After tins decided Btep the Com 
pany became convinced that their privileges would never he secure until they 
were confirmed by statute To tins object accordingly their domestic policy 
was henceforth more especially devoted In a petition to parliament they set 
forth their claims at full length and ultimately gained what they justly consi 
dered a v ictory because the adv erse decision prev lously given against them was 
not repeated and the House of Commons as if satisfied that they had hitherto 
acted in the matter with some degree of precipitation simply referred the whole 
business to the king This was just what the C ompanv desired for thev felt 
assured that even if argument should fail they had it in their power to conciliate 
the favour of government by the employment of other means of a more effica 
cious nature What these were wall shortly appear hut in the meantime it is 
necessary only to mention the result — that on the 7th of October 1693 the 
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Company obtained a new cliaitei fiomtlie ciown Befoie considering its teims, 
it will be propei to glance at the state of affans m India 

As alieady mentioned, the Company sent out only thiee ships fiom England 
m the season 1689-90 In the following season the same numbei only was sent, 
and not so much foi the piupose of cai lying on tiade at the gieat maits, which 
they enjoyed befoie then unhappy hostilities with the Mogul, as of piclang up 
any lemams of tiafiic which might be found m localities not a fleeted by these 
hostilities Thus one of the vessels was sent to Bencoolen m Sumatia, wheie, 
as a substitute for Bantam, which was no longei accessible, a factoiy had been 
established and foi tided, the second vessel, destined foi Fort St Geoige, was to 
load with coast goods, including those which it might be possible to collect fiom 
Bengal, and the thud, pioceednig cbiect to Bombay, was to endeavoui to obtain 
a caigo by touching at the cliffeient stations on the Malabai coast In 1692 93 
tiade took a newstait, and the numbei of ships despatched amounted to eleven 
The mam cause of the mciease was the l e-establisliment of tiade v itinn the 
Mogul temtones, on teims which, though humiliating, the Company weie too 
glad to accept, but something also may have been due to the bettei piospect 
winch they now had of obtaining a confiimation of then pnvileges fiom the 
king The lattei cause must have opeiated still moie powei fully m the ensuing 
season, and accoichngly the numbei of ships sent out amounted to tlniteen, 
winch sailed as two successive fleets in Januaiy and Maicli 

Dunng the hostilities with the Mogul, the Dutch and Fiencli had turned 
the blunders of the Company to good account, and, m a mannei, monopolized 
the Indian maiket The advantages thus acqiuied by the Dutch weie not 
eventually of senous consequence, because the stnet alliance into which they 
weie bi ought with England prevented them fiom using these advantages, at 
least openly, foi the piupose of lnjuiing the Company The case was cbfieient 
with the Fiench While the Company weie sacrificing all the substantial 
advantages which it had cost them the bettei pait of a centiuy to secuie, the 
French had not only established factones at Surat on the Malabai coast, and in 
the mouth of the Ganges, but had acquned a commanding settlement on the 
Coiomandel coast at Pondiclieiiy, eighty-five miles south-south- west of Madias. 
Even when France and England weie allies, the Company could not lefiam 
fiom expiessmg the jealousy and feai which they felt at the using pi ospei lty of 
the Fiench, and now that the alliance had been biolcen up, and the two nations 
weie once moie open enemies, one of the fust mstiuctions sent out to the piesi- 
dency of Surat was to endeavoui to secuie the safety of their settlements and 
tiade by wiestmg Pondicherry from the Fiench This was far more than the 
presidency could ventuie to attempt with the feeble means at then disposal, and 
the struggle which was finally to decide the ascendency between the uval estab- 
lishments was necessanly leseived to a future period Indeed, at this time, so 
far were the Company fiom being m a condition to undertake the siege of Pon- 
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dicherry that they were unable to maintain their own ground against a French a i> ico 
fleet of four ships mounting respectiv ely sixty six sixty forty and twenty 
guns which had made its appearance on the w est coast of India and captured 
one of the Company s ships within fifty miles of Bombay l his loss was some s tti m t 
what counterbalanced by a gam on the east coast where Tegnipatam situated d St 
only about twelve miles south of Pondicherry was acquired by purchase from a 
native prince uid immediately converted into the strong and important settle 
ment of Fort St David It is rather cunous that while the French with whom 
we were then at war allowed the Company quietly to fortify themselves in 
their immediate vicmitv the Dutch our allies manifested the utmost jealousy 
and refused to recognue the right which the Company claimed in virtue of their 
purchase to lev y harbour dues and customs 
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the disgraceful termination of the war in which the Com 
r had engaged with the Mogul and the stab of the public 
1 produced by the Revolution gave great advantages to their 
nes who endeavoured by a petition which they presented 
u House of Commons to prove that nothing but the estab 
hshment of a new Company was able to save the East India trade from being r aam 
entirely lost to the nation The question raised by the petition was too impol t n» 
tint not to attract considerable attention and a committee appointed by the 
house to take cognizance of it began by requiring an exact state of the Com 
pany s accounts an estimate of their stock goods cash and debts and a \ lew 
of the correspondence both at home and abroad. TIip Company meanwhile met 
the petition of tlierr opponents with a counter petition and both sides having 
been fully heard re olutions w ere adopted laying down a senes of general pro 
positions as to the terms on which the trade to the East Indies should in future 
be carried on. The most important of the resolutions were — That a sum not 
less than d?l 500 000 and not exceedin 0 £2 000 000 was a fund necessarvto 
carry on the East India trade in a joint stock — tint no one person should pos 
sess any larger share than XoOOO nor have more than one v ote — that no pm ate 
contracts should be made but all goods be sold at public sales by inch of candle 
except saltpetre for the use of the crown and in lots each not exceeding at one 
time the v alue of X oGO — that all dividends he made m money and no div idend 
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a d ic 92 be made without leaving a sufficient fund to pay all debts and cany on the tiade 
that no ships, eitliei with pei mission 01 without, foi the futuie be allowed to 
go to the East Indies, except only such as should be of a company, 01 be estab- 
lished by act of paikament and that the joint stock of a company to tiade to 
the East Indies be foi twenty-one yeais, and no longei ” 
intention of Though in these resolutions no expiess mention was made of the existing Com- 

to continue pany, it became evident, fiom other lesolutions adopted immediately aftei, that 
thcmono m t en t lon 0 f paihament was to continue them in possession of then mono- 
poly, foi aftei stipulating “that pei- 
sons having above the sum of £5000 
m the stock of the piesent East India 
Company, m then own 01 otliei pei- 
sons’ names, be obliged to sell so much 
theieof as should exceed the sum of 
£5000, at the late of one bundled 
pounds for eveiy hunched,” and “that 
the membeis of the committee of the 
East India Company be obliged to 
give secunty, to be appioved of by the 
house, that the stock and estate they 
now had should be made good 
£*749,000, all debts paid,” it was 
added, “that secunty being fiist given, 
an humble addiess be piesented to Ins 
majesty, to mcorpoiate the piesent 
East India Company by chartei, ac- 
coichng to the legulations agieed upon by the house, that the same might pass 
into an act ” 

Address to To some of these legulations as unnecessaiy oi impolitic, vakd objections 

tliecrownto 

dissolve the might easily have been made, but the Company appai ently lesolved to waive 
company {j iem ^ f 01 -\vitlnn a week, Sir Thomas Cooke the governor, and two otliei com- 
mittees of the Company, pioduced then pioposals of secunty They weie not 
deemed satisfactory, and the house, aftei a slioit delay, adopted the following 
lesolution, dated 11th Februaiy, 1692 “That an humble addiess be piesented 
to his majesty to dissolve the piesent East India Company, accoi cling to the 
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Old Last India Holse, circa 1050 1 


1 This view is from an old print, copied from a 
painting m the possession of Mr Pulliam, of the 
India House The inscription on it is, “Het Huis 
van den Oost Indisclie Compagme en Londen ” A 
brief notice of the houses used by the Company is at 
foot of print, whence we evtract the following — 
From 1604 to 1621 the affairs of the Company were 
chiefly transacted at the house of the first gov ernor, 
SirT Smith, in Plulpot Lane 1 he regular establish 


ment of the Company m 1621 was at Ciosby House, 
in Bishopsgate Street, then belonging to Lord Nor 
thampton In 163S the Company removed to the 
bouse of Sir Chnstopher Clitheroe, in Leadenliall 
Street, at that time governor, and in 164S removed 
to the house represented above, adjoining to Sir 
Chiistopher’s In 1726 a new front was made, and 
a new building was m progress, which leinamed till 
1796, when the present structure w as commenced 
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powers reser\ed in their charter and to constitute another East India Company a d ico 
for the better preserving of the East India trade to this kingdom in such 
manner as his majesty in his rojol wisdom should think fit To this tddiess 
winch was ordered to be presented by the whole house his majesty replied 
That it was a matter of aery great importance to the trade of this kingdom 
and that it could not be expected he should grve a present answer to it but 
that he would take time to consider of it and in a short time gi\ e them lus 
positive answer The Compan} having reason to believe that the} had more 
to expect from the king than from the legislature bound themseh es b\ wntin^ 
to submit to sucb regulations as should be made Accordingly the committee * w 
of the pnvy council to whom the whole matter had been referred drew up an prop a 
elaborxte paper entitled Propositions for regulating the East India Compan} 

The propositions thirty two in number while retaining the spirit of the resolu 
tions sanctioned by the House of Commons entered much more into detail and 
also made some ver\ important alterations and additions Instead of accepting 
them as the} had formerly promised the Company returned what they called 
the Humble Answer of the Governor Deput} governor and Court of Com 
mittees of the East India Compan} to a Paper of Propositions for Regulation 
ot the East India Company In this answer the propositions w ere minutely 
cnticized and for the most part strenuously objected to Some of the answers obj t 
are aery quaint and curious To the second proposition which was — The cmpuy 
stock of the present Company to be part of the fund (the proposed fund 
amounting to at least X 1 500 000 and not exceeding £2 000 000) and to be 
rated at <£714 000 if the} can gia e security that it shall effectuall} produce that 
sum or else at so much less as the} will engage to make good after all debts 
paid and satisfaction made to the Mogul and his subjects against v hose pie 
tensions the new stock to be indemnified by the like security — it was answer ( d 
— The Compan} recommending their righteous cause to God and Ins majesty s 
1 nown and famous justice in the whole course of Ins happ} life say that the 
aalue of eaer} thing is what it will sell for and their stock under all the cal 
umnies and persecutions of their adversaries now currently sells for X*1 50 per liun 
dred and the} know and can prove it to be intrinsically more a\ ortli than that 
current price but they know no law or reason wha the} should be dispossessed 
of their estates at any less a alue than they are reall} w ortli in ready money b} 
all the measures an} thing is a alued m any part of the w orld. They humbl} 
sa} as to security they know no reason wh} the} should gia e secunt} for their 
own estates The} affirm that they owe not a penny to the Great Mogul oi an} 
of his subjects other than their running accounts with their own baryans and 
brokers which are changing dad} like merchants running cash in a O oldsmiths 
hand Although the Company owe nothing to the Mogul as aforesaid }et 
the bore mentioning an} such thin 0 b} a pubbe act of lus majest} would be 
enough to persuade him to m\ ent demands upon the Company for transactions 
\oi. I 45 
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and pietences done m ages past, beloie any of the pie-cnt udicntuici^ inie 
born, and tlieicfoie that p.ut oi Hie pioposition seems niamftstl} impo-sible, as 
well as unjust, neithei tlm Mogul noi .m} ol bis subjects having made an} com- 
plaint to Ins majesty of the Compan} ’s bung m debt to lnm 01 them , that 
being only a suggestion of the mleilopeii and then .idhucnK not only non, 
but foi many ye.tis past As to tb.it li} potbesis it the} can giu scan it} — it 
will not become the Company to s.i} w lmt the} might of then o >\ n nbilit}, 01 
the ability 01 disability ol then advei nines, they aie, on both side'., veil 
known on the Exchange ’ 

The otliei answeis exhibiting a simil.n sjnut, wue ugaidtd b} the king as 
a foimal lejection by the Compan} of the ch.ntci which lmd been ofiued to 
them, and accoulingly, on the 1 4th Koicmbei, 1092, he letmned the following 
answei to the addiess which had been picsented to lnm on the subject duung 
the pievious session of p.uliament 

‘ The House of Commons haung piescnted an addles-, to the king to dis 
solve the piesent East India Compan}, accouling to the powei rescued in their 
chaitei, and to constitute a new one, Ins majesty took into consideiation the 
piopei methods of compljing with then desnes, and of seeming effectually this 
advantageous tiade to the nation 

“ But Ins majesty, upon examination of the chaitei, and consulting lnsjudge^ 
and learned council, found that he could not legally dissoh e the Company but 
upon three yeais’ warning, and that duung the tlnee } ears aftei warning the 
Company must subsist, and might continue to tiade, and that although the 
lung might constitute a new company, }et lie could not empowci such new 
company to tiade till after tlnee yeais, the ciown having expiessl} co\ enanted 
not to grant any such liberties 

“Heieupon Ins majesty was very appiehensive of the ill consequences of 
giving warning to the Company, because they would then be less solicitous ot 
piomotmg tbe tiue interest and advantage of tlie tiade, wbeieof they could not 
long leap tlie fimts, and that no new company could be immediately admitted 
to it, so that this veiy beneficial tiade, winch is aheady so much impaiied 
might be m dangei of being entirely lost to the nation 

“His majesty, very desuous to prevent so gieat a mischief, and to giatify 
the House of Commons m the end, since he could not do it without meat liamul 
m the mannei they proposed, lequned the East India Company to answei 
dnectly whether they would submit to such legulations as his majesty should 
judge proper, and most likely to advance the tiade, and the Company having 
fully agreed to it, and declaied then lesolution m wilting, lus majesty com 
manded a committee of his pi ivy council to piep.ue legulations , which they did 
and offered them to the Company , but the Company, notwithstanding then 
declaiation of submission, i ejected almost all tlie mateual paiticnlais 

“ So that lus majesty finding that what possibly the House of Commons 
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might hov e expected and indeed was necessary to presi rv e this trade could not a d i 93 
be perfected by his own authority alone and that the Company could not 
be induced to consent to any such regulations as mi D ht have answered the 
intentions of the House of Commons and th it the concurrence of parliament is 
requisite to mal e a complete and useful settlement of this trade has directed 
ill tin proceedings in tins matter to be laid before them and recommends to 
them the preparing of such a bill in older to p iss into an act of parliament as 
miy establish this trade on such foundations as are most likely to preserve and 
advance it 

The House of Commons endeavoured to act on this suggestion but finding 
that the opposition, of the Company still continued resolv ed on the 25tli Feb 
ruary 1693 That an humble address be presented to his majesty that he 
will dissolve the East India Company upon three 3 ears warning to the said 
Company according to the power reserved in their charter The king answered 
I will do always all the good in my power for this kingdom and I wall con 
aider your address 

A crisis was thus evidently approaching but the Company though they had ti 
been bold enough to provoke it became alive to the full extent of the danger r it r t i\ 
and determined to leave no means untried that promised to prevent it Unfor harter 
tunately however at this veiy time from mere inadvertency or some other 
cause which has never been properly explained they incurred a direct forfeiture 
of their charter by failing to make payment of tin* first quarterly instalment of 
a tax of five per cent imposed upon their stock by Act 4 Wm and Mary c lo 
In this act the stock was valued at <£744 000 and consequently the whole sum 
exigible under the first quarterly payment was only £?9300 It is obvious that 
the nonpayment of a sum so comparatively paltry must hav e been ow m 0 to 
oversight and not to inability but the enemies of the Company w ere numerous 
influential and inv eterate and as the act ifter ordering the first quarterly pay 
ment to be made on the 25th of March 1693 expressly declared that m case 
the governors and treasurers of the said respective companies (the East India 
Company the Roy al African Company and the Hudsons Bay Company) shall 
make def mlt in payment of the said sev eral sums or any of them respectively 
charged on the stock of the said companies at the days and times aforesaid 
accordin 0 to the true intent of this act the charter of such company respectiv ely 
shall be and is hereby adjudged to be void it was seriously proposed to exact 
the full penalty The Company being thus entirely at the mercy of govern 
ment abandoned all idea of resistance to any terms that might be offered them 
and counted themselv es fortunate when they escaped anmlnlation by obtaining 
new crown charters which provided that the forfeiture if really incurred should 
not take effect 

The fir t of these charters dated 7th October 1693 after premising that >• w ii it 

the gov emor and Company of Merchants of London trading into the East « <r «n 
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ad io 94 Indies have been of long time, to the lionoiu and piofit of the nation, a eoipo- 
lation,” and that “some doubt 01 question hath of late been made touching 
the validity of the cliaiteis of the said Company, and vhetliei the same be not, 
in stuctness of law, void, by the not actual payment into the leceipt of oui 
exchequei of the first quarteily payment of the tax of £o pei cent chaiged on 
isev charter the geneial joint stock of the said Company,” pioceeds as follows “Now know 
K! ! ye, that we, taking the piennses into oui loyal consideiation, and well weighing 
what disoideis and inconveniences would befall the said Company, and othei 
pei sons concerned and employed m then tiade, especially m the lemote paits 
of the woild, if we should take advantage of the foifeitnie afoiesaid (if any 
be), and we being willing that the said go\ emoi and Company, 01 late goveinoi 
and Company of Mei chants of London tiadmg into the East Indies, and then 
suceessois, shall have and enjoy all such and the like lawful powers, pimleges 
and advantages, and immunities, and m as ample mannei, to all intents and 
purposes, as if the said fiist quaiteily pa) ment of the said tax had been duly 
and legulaily made accoichng to the said act, of oui especial giace, certain 
knowledge, and meie motion,” constitute and appoint Sn Thomas Cooke, 
knight, and vanous other individuals named, “and all and eveiy othei peisons 
who v/eie membeis of the said Company, oi late Company of Mei chants of 
London tiadmg into the East Indies, on the 25th day of Maich, now last past, 
who have not since parted with then stocks m the said Company , and all and 
eveiy other peison and peisons who, since the 24th of March last past, by buying 
stock 01 otherwise, have come into, and lemam m a capacity of being membeis 
of the said Company, be and shall be one body corpoiate and politick m deed 
' and m name,” &c 

special pro While thus geneially confirming all the lights and pnvileges pieviously en- 

viso in the i 7 _ ^ 

new cnarter joyed by tlie Company, the new chartei contams the following important pio- 
viso “If the said governoi and Company of Meichants of London tiadmg 
into the East Indies, and then suceessois, do not accept of, and fiom time to 
time, and at all times liereaftei, act according to, and put m due and effectual 
execution, and submit and confoim m all things unto such oideis, directions, 
additions, alterations, restrictions, and qualifications, l elating to the constitu- 
tion, continuance, determination, lights, poweis, oi privileges of the said Com- 
pany, oi the government tlieieof, oi of the said governor and Company, or the 
encouiagement, management, regulation, oi advancement of tiade , oi of the 
present or futiue joint stock of the said Company, or concerning any futuie 
subscriptions, to be made by way of mciease oi addition to the joint stock, oi 
foi ascei taming the tiue values of the said joint stock, at and during the times 
of any such futuie subscriptions, which, and as we, oui hens oi suceessois, by 
the advice of oui oi their privy council, shall from time to time, at any time 
before the 29th day of September which shall be m the year 1694, think fit to 
make, insert, limit, direct, appoint, or express m oi by any fuitliei oi othei 
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charter letters patents or other aviating or instrument under our or their great ad ic i 
seal of England then and in each and ev cry of the cases aforesaid it shall and 
may be lawful to and for us our heirs nnd successors by letters patents under 
our or then great seal of I ngland to determine rev oke and make \ old these 
presents and the grant heieb\ made. 

The object of this proviso evidently was to bind the Companv to the accept- 
nnce of tliose conditions winch the House of Commons had embodied m a series r !*> 
of resolutions already reftm.d to nnd accordingly in little more than a month 
nfter the date of the abovt charter effect was given to the provi o by another 
charter in which with several not unimportant modifications, the parliamentary 
resolutions v\ ere enforced. In this new charter dated 11th Is o\ ember 1 G93 
after a repetition of the proviso and a preamble stating infer alia the import- 
ance of the traffic to the East Indies and the desirableness of rendering it 
more national general and extensive than hitherto it hath been the Com 
pany arc taken bound to accept and agree to a senes of propositions of w Inch 
the most important are — that nil suljects of the British crown whether natural 
born or naturalized nnd endemzed shall be entitled to become members of 
the Company that £744 000 shall be added to the present general joint stock 
by the new subscnptions of such persons who shall ho minded to ndventurt 
any share that no person shall subsenbe or hold more than £ 1 0 000 of stock 
in Ins own or any other name that the new subscriptions if exceeding in tho 
aggregate £7 14 000 shall be mdiv idually reduced jnornfu that every £1000 
up to £ 10 000 shall give a vote thus allowing to the individual possessed of the 
maximum of stock ten v otes in all that the qualification for a committee shall 
be £1000 and for gov emor and deputy governor £4000 that nil dividends shall 
be paid in money that no pnv ate trade shall be permitted that v\ ltli the excep 
tion of saltpetre sold to the crown all sales shall he public by inch of candle 
that no single lot of goods except jewels shall exceed £o00 in value and that 
British produce and mnnuf icturcs should be nnnu illy exported to the amount of 
£100 000 

These clauses though bindin^ the Companv to conditions which must lnv e ® 
prevented many of the abuses of which their prev ious management was accused th « 
not only fell far short of what their avowed opponents had anticipated but ' rt ™ 
failed to satisfy the public mind and the question having again been I tenly 
a e itated and brought specially before parliament by a petition pray mg for the 
erection of i new East India Company the House of Commons ex imuied the 
charters of the old Company the book of new subscnptions the state of then 
present stock and the petition above mentioned and after mature deliberation 
resolved, on the 19th of January 1G94 that all the subjects of England have 
equal nght to trade to the East Indies unless prohibited by act of parliament 
The point thus summanly decided by one branch of the legislature was pro 
perly a question of law and several years before under very different circum 
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ad io 95 stances, liacl undeigone a lengthened discussion m the Coiut of King’s Bench 
In the yeai 1683, when the ciown was sti etching its pieiogative to the utmost, 
the East India Company, deeming the time favouiahle for obtaining an authori- 
tative decision m favoui of the validity of then chartei, determined to tiy the 
question, and with that view hi ought an action against Thomas Sandys foi 
attempting to tiade within the limits to winch they had, by then chaitei, an 
exclusive light Sandys aigued that the Company was a monopoly, and being 
Oieitcise of consequently stiucle at by the statute against monopolies, had usurped powers 
monopolies p owever sanctioned by the ciown, could not be legally maintained. The 

case, of wlucli a full lepoit is given m the state tuals, undei the title of the 
“ Gi eat Case of Monopolies,” attiacted much attention, and ha\ mg been fully 
aigued by the ablest counsel at the bai, was not finally decided till 1685, when 
James II had mounted the tlnone, and Jeffieys was loid chief -justice The 

decision, as might have been expected m the cn cum stances, was m favour of the 
loyal preiogative, and found that “the giant to the plaintiffs of the sole tiade 
to the Indies, exclusive of otlieis, is a good grant” The victoiy wlucli the 
Company thus gamed was moie appaient than leal The decision was in then 
favoui, but the aigument was cleaily against them, and the maintenance of 
their monopoly became in consequence identified, m the public mind, with that 
of despotism Hence, when the Revolution had made way foi the establish- 
ment of constitutional fieedom, then position became mseciue, and eveiy new 
discussion of then pnvileges seemed only to bring them neaiei to the bimk of 
destruction The resolution of the House of Commons was indeed a virtual 
lepeal of then monopoly, because it declared that nothing but an act of parlia- 
ment could make it valid 

Endear ours There was still, however, good giound to hope that such an act of parliament 
toobtun might yet be obtained The king, by the chartei s which he had gi anted, had 
parliament gone as fai as he could safely do m then favour , and it was well understood, 
that while many of the membeis of the legislatuie weie sincerely attached to 
then interests, because convinced that the tiade to the East Indies could be best 
earned on by the piesent Company, theie weie others on whom, after aigument 
had failed, anothei kind of influence might be biought to bear What this 
influence was, and how unscrupulously the manageis of the Company had 
employed it, soon became apparent 

Extensive Seveial instances of bnbery and corruption m the admrmstiation of public 

bribery and 1 

corruption offices having been detected, rumouis began to pievail that the whole body 
politic was coirupt Suspicion fell especially upon the city of London and the 
East India Company, and on the 7tli of March, 1695, the House of Commons 
appointed a committee to inspect the books of these two bodies The guilt of 
the foimei was easily established, as the chamberlain’s books contained an entiy 
beanng that 1000 guineas had been paid to Sn John Tievoi, speakei of the 
House of Commons, on the 22d of June, 1 694, as a. douceui foi his pains about 
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a bill brought into piiharacnt under the name of the Orphans Bill The guilt a d ios 
of the Compan} was not so easify established though enough was at onct 
discov cred to show that briber} to an enormous extent must linv e been earned 
on From an abstract obtained from the Compan} s boohs it appeared that 
from 1G88 to 1G94 mclusi\e £107 013 12s 7 d had been paid m cash for whit 
was called the Compan} s special service. In 1G93 when Sir Thomas Cook*, 
was governor and Francis Ivsscn deputy governor the sum issued under this 
head was £87 402 12s 3d On searching for the orders for this issue the cni*n 
committee discovered a minute of a court of committees dated the 13th of 
Apnl 1G93 and stating mtci aha The governor this da} acquainting the 
court with what proceedings had been made m their affairs towards granting a 
new charter and with what had been disburst b} bun in prosecution thereof 
the court approv ed of the said charges and ordered a warrant to he made out 
for the same and returned lnm thanks for Ins great care pams and trouble in 
their service desiring lnm to proceed in the perfecting thereof Two othei 
minutes to a similar effect were found together with one dated the 23d of 
November 1G93 in wlucli it is ordered that the cashier general do from time 
to time make payment of such sums of mone} for cany ing on of the Compan} s 
service as the gov emor shall direct pursuant to the sense of the present debate 

In regard to the disposal of the mone} tlie committee reported that the} £ pi'T 
had been unable to obtain an} further account than that it was for special »wret 
service and that a large part of it had been put into the hands of Sir Basil lcom 
Firebracc On examining the Compan} s cash book the} found a balance at 
their credit of £1 24 240 los lOti but on asking Mr Portmnns the cashier if 
he had the same in cash he answered that lie had not and m its stead produced 
the following voucher by Sir Thomas Cooke — Received the 10th of Janu 
nr} 1G93 [1G94] of Mr Edmond Portmans for account of the East India 
Compan} .£90 000 which I have disburst and paid for £99 197 stock in 
the E ist India Compan} for their account which I promise to be accountable 
for on account of the Last India Compan} and was b} order of the Compan} 
the 24th of November 1G93 No sucli amount of stock had been transferred 
to the Compan} s account but the committee on examining Sir Benjamin 
Bathurst one of the Compan} s court of committees were told by lnm that 
findin D so great a sum as .£30 000 chaigcd for secret services he had some 
warm discourse with Sir Thomas Cooke about it to know how it was disburst 
but he refused to give lum any particulars and told lnm lie should remembei 
he was bound by hn oath to the Compan} to keep their secrets Sir Benjamin 
added that about April 1 69 understanding they were in want of mone} 
he looked into the cash book wlucli casting up he found a considerable sum 
in cash and taking some persons with lnm discoursed Sir Thomas Cooke 
thereof who said the £90 000 he had received was to gratify some persons m 
case the bill should pass 
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Beside the above suspicious payments, the committee chscoveied a contiact 
of a veiy smgulai descuption It bore the date of the 26th of Februaiy, 1694, 
and bound the Company to pay for 200 tons of saltpetie, to be brought home m 
the slnp Seymour fiom India, the sum of £*12,000, togethei with £*25 height pei 
ton to the owneis of the ship, besides all chaiges m England It seems that this 
saltpetie, foi which £*12,000 was to be paid, could be puichased m India foi 
£2000 , and tins sum was actually advanced by the Company foi that purpose, 
and not only so, but they also gianted bond undei the Company’s seal foi 
<£*10,000, as the remaining balance payable by a ceitam day, whethei the ship 
should arnve m safety oi not The lesult of the contiact is thus accuiately 
explained by the committee “The Company luns the adventuie of £1 2,000 
for that which cost only <£*2000, and must consequently lose <£*12,000 if the 
ship miscany, and on the contiaiy, the sellei on the otliei hand gets <£*10,000 
cleai without disbuising oi running the liazaid of one penny, and what is yet 
moie, a ceitam loss of <£*9000 oi <£*10,000 will attend it if the slnp airive in 
safety ” 

The lepoit of the committee was made on the 12th of Maich, 1695, and 
on the 18th the House of Commons lesolved, “that wliosoevei shall discover 
any money oi other giatuity given to any membei of this house foi matteis 
transacted m this house lelatmg to the oi phans’ bill oi the East India Com- 
pany, shall have the indemnity of this house foi such gift” On the 26tli it was 
ordeied, “that Sn Thomas Cooke, a membei of this house, do give an account to 
the house how the <£*87,402, 12s 3 d mentioned m the lepoit was distubuted” 
When examined he refused to answei, and was committed to the Tower At 
the same time a bill was oidered to be brought in foi the purpose of obliging him 
to give an account So much weie the house in earnest that, m little moie than a 
week, the bill, though counsel was lieaid against it, was passed and earned to the 
House of Lords When it was lead theie foi the fiist time it v as vehemently 
opposed by the Duke of Leeds, loid-president of the council, who commenced 
with a most solemn piotestation of his cleanness and innocence, and laying Ins 
hand upon his breast, declaied upon his faith and lionoui “ that he was perfectly 
disinterested, and had no part oi concern in this matter, and therefoie might the 
bettei appeal against it” Sn Thomas Cooke, being bi ought fiom the Towei to 
the bar of the loids, declaied himself ready and veiy willing to make a full 
discovery on obtaining an indemnifying vote, and as the lepoits of the period 
expiess it, “bemoaned himself (weeping) that he was not indemnified at that 
instant, so that he might just then make the discoveiy which was expected, 
and which he was so desiious to make” On being asked what he wanted to 
be indemnified from, he answered, “All actions and suits, except fiom the East 
India Company, whom, if he had injured, he would be bound to undergo the 
utmost ligour” He also desired, he said, to be indemnified fiom scandalums , 
which he explained to mean the action of scandcdum magnatwru 
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The lords sisted procedure with the bill sent jip from the commons and a d ims 
introduced a bill of indemnify which was ultimately passed. The preamble 
and leading enacting clause of the act ore as follows — Whereas it appears by su Th m. 
the boohs of the East India Company that Sir Thomas Cooke knight m the t a m 
year 1693 being the governor of the said Company did receive out of the stock wty 
and treasure Delonging to the same the sum of £77 258 and hath also received 
out of the stock and treasure of the said Company the further sum of £90 000 
And whereas a true discover} of the distribution and application of the said 
several sums of money will be of public use and service and is necessary to the 
vindicating the justice and honour of the government and the said Sir Thomas 
Cooke hath voluntanl} offered to make such discovery so as he maj be radem 
mfied in such manner as is hereafter mentioned and provided Be it therefore 
enacted by the king s most excellent majesty bv and with the advice and con 
sent of the lords spiritual and temporal and commons in this present parliament 
assembled rad by the anthonty of the same that if the said Sir Thomas Cooke 
shall on or before the 23d day of Apnl 169o make a true and full discovery 
on oath before a committee of the lords and commons to be appointed by each 
house for that purpose how and in what manner and to what person or persons 
and to what particular uses intents and purposes and on what account the 
said sura of £00 000 and the sum of ,£67 000 part of the said sum of £77 258 
have been distributed paid applied disposed and made use of then the said 
Sir Thomas Cooke shall not b} reason or means of such discover} be liable to 
any action or suit of iny person or persons whatsoever other than the said East 
India Company nor shall such discovery or confession be allowed or given in 
evidence against him in or upon any action or suit other than as aforesaid and 
also shall be declared pardoned and indemnified for any crime lie maj be guilty 
of in the distribution, payment application or disposal of the said monev to 
any person other than to himself 

When examined before the committee of both houses appointed m terms of 

1 r die los 

this act Sir Thomas Cooke produced a written statement entitled A true and 
full discov ery upon oath made b} Sir Thomas Cooke to the best of bis know 
ledge Ac which discover} is in pursuance of an act of this present session 

of parliament This statement contained the names of the various parties to 
whom cash had been paid to the amount of £67 031 18s 2d and of others 
from whom East India stock to the amount of £90 000 had been bought for 
account of the Ea.t India Company Among the cash items were £ 10 000 
delivered to Francis T}ssen Esq for the special service of the Compan} 

£10 000 to Mr Richard Acton to defray the expenses of himself and for Ins 
friends soliciting to prev ent a new settlement of an East India Company and to 
endeavour the establishment of the old £10 000 to Su Basil Firebrace in 
recompense of Ins trouble in prosecuting the Comp ray s affairs and in consider 
ation of other losses he had sustained b} neglecting Ins own business and b} 

VOL I 46 
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not engaging lnmself w ith the mtei loping ships ” An additional sum of FSO^OO 
was set down as having been paul “to the sud Sn B.isil foi d?jO pel tent lo<-i 
On stock I was obliged to accept of him at HI ,10 pci cent on the Company’s 
account” On being intei iogated v, ith lefeience to the abo\ e statement, Sn 
Thomas Cooke deelaied “that the hi it sum of X’l 0,000 aboie mentioned was 
given m expectation to have the elmitei of the East India Coinpaii} confirmed, 
and new legulations theieto made,” and that "it v, as intended foi the king, but 
he could not say the king had it,” though “lie belieies Mi T\ ‘-sen told lmn 
that he dehveied it to Sn Josmh Child, v. ho dclueied it to the king" lie 
added that “it was a customaiy pie^ent, and that m King ChaileVs and other 
fomiei leigns, the like had been done foi seioial jears" With legaul to the 
<£10,000 paid to Mi Acton, he deelaied th.it lie had gi\en it with the pmit} 
of Su Josiali Child, “who lecommended Acton as a person capable of doing 
the Company sen ice, liming gieat acquaintance with pailiament men, and 
otlieis who had intei est v. ith them," that “he could not paiticulaii/e who they 
weie, but the end aimed at was to get an act of pailiament” The sums paid 
to Sn Basil Fiiebiacc weie stated to be in implement of an agi cement, In 
which the Compan}- became bound, m case the elmitei passed, to take f’60,000 
stock of Sn Basil at HlaO pci cent As the stock was then onl} .HI 00 pei 
cent, the Company lost £30,000 by the transaction B} anothei agieement of 
a similai natuie, they would have been bound to accept a tiansfei of H 10,000 
stock on the same teims, if an act of pailiament in fmoui of the Compam had 
been obtained 

In following up the lnquny, vanous othei peisons v, ere examined Sn J osiali 
Child affected geneial ignoiance of the mattei, and said that “he nevci disposed 
of £10 of the Company’s money to Ins lemembiance” He admitted, honevei, 
that “he did lecommend Mi Acton as being an honest man, and thought he 
might do service to the Company m pailiament, because of Ins acquaintances ” 
He also lecommended “ that a piesent of £50,000 should be made to the king, 
if Ins majesty would so far waive his prerogative that an act of pailiament might 
be passed foi settling the Company , but Mi Tyssen told lmn the king v> ould 
not meddle m that mattei ” He “knew nothing of the £40,000 paid to Su 
Basil Fnebiace, but tlieie was a kind of a company of twenty-live persons, 
that sat cle die m diem, to destioy the Company, and he told Sn Thomas 
Cooke that he thought Sn Basil the fittest peison to divide them ” 

Sir Basil Firebrace, when fust examined, admitted the payments as stated 
by Sir Thomas Cooke, viz — £10,000 as a giatuity foi losses, and £30,000 in 
terms of contract Both sums “ weie dnectly foi himself, and foi the use of no 
other person whatsoever, he paid no pait of the same towaids piocuimg a 
chartei or act of pailiament, noi made any pionnses to do so, but he had 
several discouises with Sn Thomas Cooke about using his endeavours to procui e 
a new chartei Being asked “ what particulai services he did oi was to do foi 
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procuring n new charter lie said that lie w ished lie might nnsw cr tint nti-omc a d if 5 
other time being not well not having slept two or three night* nnd bung much 
indisposed fts to las health tint he was unwilling to take too much upon lnm 
s If but thought lie did great service to the Company in Felicitation and other 
sen ices. On the following da\ having desired to be called m he deposed 
that 1m mg bad n trcal\ with Mr Rates whom li< thought able to do Fernet 
in passing the charter nnd to lmc acquaintance with Kvtral persons of honour 
he ga\c him two notes, the one for 3000 mul the other for 2o00 guineas pnj 
able to Mr Bates or liearcr The latter note was paid after the charter for 
restoring the Inst India Companv passed (he otlicr nfUr the charter for rogu 
lition passe«L The^s notes wire from Sir Thomas Cooki who he Ixhtvcd 
did know liow tho\ wen. to Ihj di ]>omm 1 of In fact Mr Rates lnd introduced 
Sir Basil several times to the Duke of Leeds, tin Ion! president who made 
some Rcniples m point of law 

Mr Bates deponed that Sir Basil tirehmcc did npplv himself to him to use « m««* 
lus interest for ol taming n charter to the I,ast India Companj that he did 
use his interest with the lml president who annl he would do what Kruce he 
could that he received 3000 guineas, toll the lord pn sulent of the fact and 
urged the Fame upon Ins InnLsIups acceptance hut he refused it lie admitted 
however that in nganl Ik could not tell montv verj well himself he did 
ah leave of tnv lord that his Fen ant i»i n ht tell the momv His lordship gave 
Rave an I ncconhn 0 lv fns lordship «*rv ant M RoI>ert did rcct ne the rnonc} 

\t first Bates alleged that M Rol»crt paid over the mono} to him hut on a sub- 
sequent examination be admitted that he had it not and that it lmd remained 
with Robert till within tin last few di}n, when Robert lmd brought it to him 
for the purpose ori>ein 0 given Rack to Sir Basil 1 irel ran His reavm for thus 
paying baek the guineas wavs the noise that it made nnd that ]>eopU nn^ht 
think he did not desen c them More light was thrown on tins disclosure b} 

Sir Basil who when ngain examined stated that the Bast India Company b 
charter liein 0 forfcite 1 Sir Thomas Cooke was apprehensive that it stuck with 
the Duke of Leeds and told him that Fomewnv mast bo found out to the 
duke Sir Basil thereupon applied to Mr Bates who after a good deal of 
lug 0 hn 0 agreed to accept of 3000 guineas for his friend ami u00 guineas to 
himself Sir Thomas Cooke sanctioned the agreement, remarking that if it 
was insisted on it must be done. The agreement was that if the duke did 
act m favour of the Company lie should have 2000 anil 3000 guineas and Bates 
•jOO guineas for himself Sir Basil added that fiom the time tho notes were 
given the} had free access to the lord president nnd found him ca«} and willing 
to giv e them his assistance 

Mr lessen deponed that Sir Thomas Cooke and Sir Josinh Child gnvo him m 
a note under their hands for 1 50 000 which w as intended to bo presented to 
lus majest} if his majestj would pass an act of parliament as the} should desire 
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and that he acquainted my Loid Portland with the Company’s intention to make 
such a piesent, who told the deponent that the king would not meddle with it” 
On being asked “if he had offeied the same to Loid Portland, he denied that 
he had so done, saying, if he had, lie must never have seen his face more ” 

That bubery to an enoimous extent had been earned on, theie could now be 
no doubt, but the only case m which, as yet, it seemed capable of being proved, 
was that of the Duke o± Leeds, against whom, accordingly, the commons resolved 
^ ^ to pi oceed by impeachment On the 

reading of the lepoit of the committee 
in the House of Lords, the duke rose 
in Ins place and said that “as he had 
foimerly protested himself to be free 
m this matter, so he still denied, upon 
his faith and honoui, that he was 
gmlty of any such conuptions as 
were suggested against him, and that 
if the whole truth were laid open it 
would tend to Ins honour and advan- 
tage ” His explanation was, “ that Mr 
Bates introduced Sir Basil Fnebrace 
to him, and that he had conferences 
with Sn Basil upon the subject of the 
East India Company, which Sn Basil 
was concerned for, that some time 
aftei Mr Bates came and informed him that he was to have a sum of money 
of Sir Basil, and desired his loidship to lend him one of Ins seivants, Mi Bates 
keeping but a footman, to receive the money, and so he lent him M Bobeit, 
that Ins lordship knew nothing of the sum, but after wards Mr Bates came to 
him and told him he had received 5000 guineas, which he offeied to lnm, telling 
Ins lordship that he had been very obliging and kind to lnm, and that m acknow- 
ledgment of the many favours he had received from Ins lordship’s hands, he 
humbly desued lnm to accept of them, winch he refusing, Mi Bates piessed lnm 
earnestly to take one-half 01 a quarter, which he still refused, declaring he would 
not touch a penny of them , and told him since he had taken them, he thought 
theie was no need of returning them they weie Ins own, and he wished him 
good luck with them ” "While the duke was making tins apology, or latliei con- 
fession, he got pnvate notice that the commons were prepaung to impeach lnm 
Startled at the news lie hastened off, and intimated, through one of the members, 
his desue to be heard Pei mission was given, and he made a long and appai- 
ently lambling speech, without making any favourable impression, foi the im- 
peachment was immediately earned up to the lords The first aiticle, containing 
the substance of the whole, was as follows “ That certain mei chants trading to 
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the East Indies bavin,, either forfeited their charter or being under an appre ad ico 
htnsion that thej had forfeited the same and having made their humble appli 
cation to then majesties in council for obtaining a charter of confirmation the 
said Duke of Leeds, being then president of their majesties most honour ible 
pm y council and sworn to give their majesties true and fnthful advice did 
contrary to lus o ith office and duty to their majesties and in bre icli of the 
gre it trust reposed in him bj lnmself his agents or serv ants corruptlj and die 
ta all\ treat contract and agree with the said merchants or their agents for o5O0 
guineas to procure the said chartei of confirmation and also a charter of regu 
lations or to use Ins endea\ ours to obtain the same 

Bj some strange o\ ersigbt the dukes sen ant M Robert whom the previous * r 
deposition had shown to be n most important witness h id not been examined » n cJof w 
and when the nccessarj steps for the purpose were about to be taken it was n, f° 1 ^ 1 
found that he had disappeared. A tardj proclamation for securing him was 
issued but it prov ed unav ailing and thus an essential hnk in the chain of evi 
dence could not ho supplied The Duke of Leeds now feelin 0 confident that 
the impeachment could not be made good began to use the language of injured 
innocence and to complain of tlie hardship and injustice of having a charge 
hanging over his head while no attempt was made to prove and no opportunity 
was given him to disprove it The state of matters was however well under 
stood, and Ins shuffling onlj serv ed to confirm the conviction generally enter 
tamed of his guilt Meanwhile parliament seemed re olv ed to do its duty and 
uj the leadin 0 witnesses were justlj suspected of prevarication or concealment 
an act was passed for imprisoning them and for restraining them from alien 
ating their estates. Unfortunatelv the zeal manifested b\ parliament was not 
seconded at court At a v cry early period of the inquiry the king after giv mg 
the roval assent to several hills addressed both houses as follows — Mv lords Th k g 

. Idresa to 

and gentlemen I take tins occasion to tell jou that the season of the jear is so i«jinm t 
far advanced and the circumstances of affurs are so pressing that I verv ear 
nestly recommend to you the speedy despatching such business as j ou think of 
most importance for the public good because I must put an end to this session 
in a few dajs From this significant lnnt it was well understood that there 
was a 8tron to feelmg in high quarters against the expo ure to which tlie parlia 
mentary inquiry into bribery and corruption threatened to lead and in fact on 
the 3d of May within a fortnight after the hint was given and while the issue 
of the inquiry w as still in suspense parliament was prorogued According to 
Burnet It was intended to hang up the matter to another session but an act 
of grace came m at the end of this with an exception indeed as to corruption 
jet tins whole discovery was let fall and it was believed too many of all sides 
were concerned in it for by a common consent it was never revived 

There cannot be a doubt that the Companj suffered severely in public esti 
mation by the disclosure so far as it had gone A distinction however ou e ht 
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to be made between the Company and the management This had been gradu- 
ally monopolized by Sir Josiah Child and a few wealthy individuals, who, taking 
undue advantage of the unlimited powei of purchasing stock, and of voting upon 
it, had succeeded m ousting most of the independent membeis of committee, 
and supplanting them by then own eieatuies On them, theiefore, the chief 
blame ought to rest, moie especially as the general court of piopnetois, even 
before the parliamentaiy inquiry commenced, had been induced, m consequence 
of the rumours which had begun to prevail, to appoint a committee “to in- 
spect into the affans of the general joint stock under the management of the 
court of committees, and of the several transactions that had been had theiem, 
for the satisfaction of the adventmeis” The report of the committee thus 
appointed, had furnished most of the leading facts, which weie afterwards moie 
fully bi ought out by the parliamentary investigation 

While the Company were suffering severely m public estimation fiom these 
shameful disclosures, an alaim aiose from a different quartei Scotland and 
England, though their crowns weie now worn by a single monarch, weie still 
separate and independent kingdoms, and theie was therefore nothing to pie- 
vent the foimer fiom having its East India Company as well as the lattei 
Indeed, as eaily as 1617, King James had given his sanction to such a company, 
by gi anting letters-patent undei the gieat seal of Scotland, to Sn James Cun- 
ningham, of Glengarnock, appointing him, his heirs and assignees, to be its 
governors and chrectois, with authority “to trade to and fiom the East Indies, 
and the countries oi parts of Asia, Afuca, and America, beyond the Cape of 
Bona Speiantia to the Stiaits of Magellan, and to the Levant Sea, and tein- 
tones undei the government of the Great Turk, and to and fiom the countries of 
Gieenland, and all the countries and islands m the north, north-west, and north- 
east seas, and all other parts of America and Muscovy ” Whatevei may have 
been the original intention of this giant, it ultimately degeneiated into a mere 
job foi the benefit of the giantee, who sold it, and all his lights under it, foi a 
valuable consideiation The puichaseis weie the London East India Company, 
who thus escaped the danger of a competition, which m honest and skilful 
hands might have proved foimidable This abortive attempt to give Scot- 
land a trade to the East appeals to have atti acted little notice, and othei 
mteiests, of a still more vital natuie, so completely occupied the public mind 
during the peisecutmg reigns of the Stuarts, that the bettei part of a century 
elapsed befoie the subject was again mooted The bettei eia which commenced 
with the Revolution bi ought new desires and aspnations along with it, and a 
general desue was felt by patriotic Scotsmen to give their countiy as high a 
place in commerce as it had aheady attained m liberty, lehgion, and aims The 
influence exerted with this mew on the public mind, was soon manifested m 
paihament, which, on the 14>th June, 1693, passed an “Act for encouraging of 
Forraigne Trade,” m which “our soveiaigne loid and ladye, the king and 
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queens majesties canM«knn e liw much the impro\ement of trade concerns a.d ms 
the wealth nnl wclifarc nf the Kingdom and that nothmg hath been found 
more effect uall for the improving and udnrgun 0 tin. reef than the erecting and 
cncoum 0 eing of companies whertb} the Mine lint be cnrrjid on bj under 
tskcings to the remotest jiarts which it ts not josublc fjr Mnglt jiersons to 
undergo dot then. fun. with ntUice mid consent tf the estates of jvarUament, 
statute and declan that tncrcluints more or fewer inaj con tract and enter 
into societies an 1 comjvaiucs f ir earn, in 0 on of trndt ns to nnj ml jeet and Port 
of goode* and uurclnndnx to whatsoever Kingdoms, ftmntrvves, or parts of llie 
world not bun to in wnrr with their majesties when, tmh is in us, to K or 
maj Ih. followed and jvarticuLarh K-sulcthe kingdoms nml coimtroves of hurojie fiw 
to the ha. t and West Indies, to tin stmita an l trute of the Mediterranean or 
upon the coat of \ffncn or northtm jearts, or ilsewlan a-s al»o\u Bj a 
subsequent act, dated 2Gth June lGOo Jclm Lord Iklhavcn and various mdi 
v iduals specialty named including beside ‘scotteh MVeml 1 ngh h and foreign 
merchants together with Mich o Ihih as Khali jojn with llum within the ppnee 
of twelve monctlis after the fint tLaj of Augu. t next, wen constituted a fne 
incorjKintion with ptrjstual auocev ion l\ tin name of the CompatiN of Scot 
land tndtin 0 to Aflnca nml the Indies Half the capital was t > Ik. allotted 
for ‘seotti h men withm thus kingdom hut it was allow eel to Scot men 
residing nbroad or firraigmn to come in and Mil>«cnls the least Mint bem^ 

£100 nml the grmttst £3000 Incarrjin,, on their trad the company were 
nnpowcnl t) equip fill, set out, fraught and navigate tlieir own or hired 
ships in such manner as tlic\ sliall think fitt, and that f >r the iqvicc of ten jenrs 
from the date lietvof and from nnj of the jx rts or places of this kingdom or 
from unj other j>orts or j laces in aunts or not in hostility w ith lies majesty 
in wnrliht or other manner to nnj lands, i Lands, countnje-s, or places in Asia 
Affnca or \menca and there to plant collomis build city e>, tmms or forts on 
or upon tlic j laces not inhabited or on or upon nn\ other place bj connnt of the 
natives or inhabitants thereof and not possost 1>\ nnl urojxan sovereign j>otcn 
tatc pnnet or state thej were also fnlty authorizes t not onty to eh ft ml them 
selv os bj force of arms, hut to Rcekc anel take reparation of clamnge done l>j 
sea or laud nml to make and conclude treaties of peace w ith the sov ermgns 
pnnees estates rulers, governors or proprietors of the foresoul lands, islands 
countrejcs or places m Asm \ffnca or America. 


Bcsule these extensive powers winch were eleclarcd to he exclusive no ?i«w 
subject of Scotland lieing permitted without the company s written permission lri llv 
to trndc within these limits various extraordinary privileges were conferred 
Ainon 0 others it was declared that all persons concerned or to be concerned 
irt this companj were to be free denizens of this kingdom and that thoj 
with all that shall settle to inhabit or he bom in any of the foreran! plantations 
collonies cityes touns fictoncs and otlici places that shall be purchast and 
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At» 1095 possesst by the said company, shall be iepute as natives of tins kingdom, and 
have the pnviledges theieof,” and that for the space of twenty-one yeais, the 
company’s ships, goods, and otliei effects wliatsovei, weie to be “fiee of all 
manner of lestraints 01 prohibitions, and of all customs, taxes, cesses, supplies, 01 
otliei duties imposed or to be imposed by act of paihament or othei wise with 
the exception only of the duties on tobacco and sugar, not the giowth of then 
special own plantations This puvilege is made still broadei by a subsequent clause, 
pm iieges w | nc j 1 p 10 V 1 q es that “ the said company, whole members, officers, servants, or 
otheis belonging tlieieto, shall be free, both in their persons, estates, and goods, 
employed m the said stock and tiade, fiom all manner of taxes, cesses, supplies, 
excises, quartering of souldiers, transient 01 local, 01 leavying of souldiers, 01 otliei 
impositions whatsoever and lest the powei given to the company to lech ess 
themselves should prove inadequate, Ins majesty expiessly promises, that if 
“ conti ai to the said lights, libeities, pnvileges, exemptions, giants, 01 agree- 
t ments, any of the ships, goods, meieliandise, peisons, 01 other effects whatsoever 
belonging to the said company, shall be stopped, detained, embazled, 01 away 
taken, 01 m any sort prejudged 01 damnifyed,” he will “interpose his authonty 
to have restitution, reparation, and satisfaction made for the damnage done, and 
that upon the publick cliaige, which Ins majesty shall cause depurse and lay out 
for that effect ” 

Popularity The libeiality which pailiament had displayed m confeinng such ample 
company in privileges was fully seconded by the country at large In a short time a 
subscription list, such as Scotland had nevei before seen, was filled up The 
amount was £ 400 , 000 , and the hst contained the names of 1219 sliarelioldeis, 
among whom were most of the leading nobility, the public bodies, clergy, 
lawyers, merchants, and a large selection of individuals of all classes, thus 
proving beyond a doubt that the formation of the company was the effect of a 
gieat national movement Liberal as the home subscuption had thus been, a 
large addition was anticipated from other countries, and the manageis, among 
whom the celebiated William Paterson, the foundei of the Bank of England, 
took the lead, despatched commissioners to London, Amsterdam, and Hamburg, 
with autlionty to open new subscription lists, and confer the privileges of the 
company on all who might be induced by these representations to apply foi 
them 

nie English The English parliament, on being acquainted with these proceedings, nnuie- 
tahes alarm diately took alaim, and having their attention specially called to the subject by 
a petition of their own Company, pioceeded, on the 13 th Decembei, 1695 , to 
piesent a common address from both houses to the ciown This addiess pio- 
ceeds as follows “The lords spmtual and tempoial and commons, m paihament 
assembled, having taken into oui consideration the state of the trade of this 
kingdom, do find that, besides many other disadvantages and difficulties it now 
lies undei, an act of parliament that hath lately leceived your majesty’s loyal 
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assent m 3 our Kingdom of Scotland for erecting a com pan} trading to Yfnca and v d ic 
the Indies is hkelv to bnn 0 man} prejudices and mischiefs to nil 30m mnjest} a 
subject tint arc concerned m the wealth and trade of this nation. Yftcr 
quoting lnr 0 J} from the net m support of this alligation it thus continues — 

B3 reason of which gnat ndvnnta 0 cs granted to the Scots I a t India Coin 
pan} an I the duties and difficulties that be upon tint trade in I upland a 
grcit part of the stock and shipping of this nation will be earned thither and 
b} this means Scotland will be made a free port for all East India commodities 
and conscquentlv those several places which were supplied from Ln 0 hml will be 
furnished from thence much cheaper than can be done b} tbo Lu 0 hsh and 
therefore tins nation will lose the licncfit of sup]ljm 0 foreign parts with those 
commodities which hath nlvcn}^ betn a great article in the balance of our 
foreign trade. Moreover the Raid commodities w ill unav oidabl) be brou 0 ht b} 
the Scots into England b} stealth both l>} sea and land to tlie vast prejudice 
of the English trade and navigation a id to the great detriment < f }our inajest} 
in 3 our customs. 

The kin 0 was thus placed in a ver} awl ward predicament lie could not v k* 1 
question the competonc} of parliament to grant the act complained of w ithout [1 iu g 
attacking the national independence anil disappointing what had become one of 
the national hopes of Scotland nor could lie continue to anction the act w ithout 
placing himself in decided opjiosition to the legislature of England and 6omi 
of the most stron e l} cherished prejudices of the Engh h people He therefore 
answered somewhat vaguel} I have been ill served in Scotland but I hope 
some remedies ma) be found to prevent the inconv cmcncies which mav nnst 
from this act and shortl} after showed that he was reall} dissatisfied with 
the management of !m ministers in Scotland bj disrnis. most of them from 
office Tlie English parliament took still more decided steps and on receivm„ 
the report of a committee which lull been ap|K>mtcd to examine the methods 
b} which the act had been obtained nnl the proceedings under it the commons 
resolved that the directors of tlie coinpan} of Scotland trading to Yfnca an 1 
the Indies ndnnmstenn 0 and takin 0 here an oath tie jhlch and under coloui 
of a Scots act f>tjlm 0 themselv cs a compan} were guilt} of a ln 0 h crime and 
misdemeanour and that tbo Lord Bclhaven M ill 1 am Paterson (and other indi 
viduals named) be impeached of the same Tins resolution violent ns it 
undoubtcdl} was in its nature and offi asiv e 111 its terms was not be}ond tin 
competency of the En 0 lisli parliament anil therefore however much it must 


have roused the indignation of the Scots did not properl} furnish matter foi 
formal complaint Ynother step however was of a more objectionable nature. 

Tlie Scots companv had as already mentioned sent a deputation to Ham rrw*«u E 
bur 0 and had ever} prospect of obtaining a liberal subscription when all their m n 
hopes were frustrated by hostiht} from an unexpected quarter Tlie nature of 
the liostilit} will be best explained b} a memorial presented on the 7 th of 
Vol I 47 
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Apnl, 1607 , ami subscnlxd b\ his Jhitnmm maj.stv <1 »mm 1 iiaonhmirv at 
the coutts of Lunching, aial Ins n ul* nt m tin < iH ot Hambuig In (in 
document, nddi esse d to t lit* somite ot this citv, th< uu mormli 1 ( 1 < ' pr* 1 tin m- 
selvos ns follows "Wo, tin * uh-( tik‘1 > mini t* r> *>f lii' map Ay tin King ot 
Client Ikitain, have, upon tin mrivn! otc-amm minn (i"iu an Indian compm) 
in Scotland, lopiesenb’d nt two *cv«rd turn 1 to \ imi tn«gnih< < m > and lord 
ships horn tlu king mir ma 1 t*i, thit hi 1 limp \ , umh i landing tint tl » * ml 
connnissionor-. ond< wound t<» op n (<> thtm *l\f < " ixmimm and tr>>b in 
these pin t s bv unking •oint* univtiilmn or it> it j, with tin ufv, h ul (Mu 
ninnded us most t \privd\ to notih to \i>ni in uo.dn « m • and lmd > hip that it 
you ente 1 into such convention t v ith pm at* m* n lin • uhjn ! « vhoh-n n» itla r 
eiedentml litter, mu an inn nth* r watt nuthmn d b) hi im>j> *), that lin 
mnjtst) would icgiid such pior* c ding* in an idii*»nt to hn t>>\al authority, and 
that he would not fail to le < nt it Your magnifu > in < 5 and had hip < h >d tie* 
goodness to ntiswei in tlu n to h\ )onr ib putv that \ on would nova) * T it» r 
into comnu ice v ith tin. slor-tid nmuni <10111 r not «w»tU'g» tfutn in anv 
soi t Motw ith 1 landing wlnnoi vt tin. sub*nb‘i. do *■ with di pln-uri 
that, without nin nganl to tin nmon true > < unuh h) in m tin neun ot 
his mujcslv, the inhabit mts **i thnut\ tniin n not t*> ui'ki conventions and 
tieaticH with tlu. mil (onitni mum who dm* tun • r« * t n publn ofint to 
let one subsuiptiom, as nppi u * h) tin mint id punt And it n not vtiv 
ciechblc tint stiangers could so opi nl) cnhipim matters of sin h imp >rt mu 
without bung suppoitod bv this governin' nt win n ton v< make our pnt 
compkuntvs thereof to join miigmtu enu s and loidships, best* dung )ou, in tin 
name of the king oui master, to umedv in time that wlndi is begun, and to 
do it so ellectuall) as to prevent an) consequence- it nmv lmu capable to 
distuib the fuendslup and good conesponcknce wlndi wc would cultivate 1 m>- 
tw r een England and the cat) ot Hambuig We wait join magnituun ts’ and 
loidships’ answer in wilting, to he tiansmittod to his majfstv out mastot 

This memoii.d, which cont 11ns a gross misiepresentntion of the chaiactei of 
the Scotch commissioner, and amounted in fact to a most unvvaimntablt inter 
feience with the independent lights hot h ot Seotland and Hambuig, liaving 
been transmitted by the senate to the Commeiui, 01 geneial bodv ot mer- 
chants, called foitli the following answei — “W e look upon it as a veiv stiange 
thing, that the ICmg of Bntaan should hmdei us, who tie a fiee people, to 
tiade with whom we please, but ate amn/ed to tlunlc that be would lnndei us 
fiom joining with lus own subjects in Scotland, to whom he had lateh given 
such large pnvileges by so solemn an act of pnilinment ” Tins answei unques- 
tionably placed the matter in its true light, but the Hambuig mei chants 
though they signed foi considerable sums 111 the company’s books weie too 
cautious to commit themselves fin all)-, and appended a condition making their 
subscriptions void, “if the company did not piociue some declaration fiom the 
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king tint might secure thun against the threatenings nnd other insinuations ad ieo 
contained m the memoniL 

It was now the first business of the Scottish company to endeav our to 8 ^ rat 
obtain the declaration for which their subscribers in Hnmburg had tipulated rro<WJ ** 
nnd accordingly on the 28th June 1G97 their council general presented an 
address to the king m which after enumerating their legal rights and the pre 
ludice winch they had sustained by tlie interference of indi\i duals acting m Ins 
majesty s name they applied for the protection to which they were entitled by 
natural ri a ht and the pmilege of all merchants whatsoever c\ cn though they 
liad wanted the sanction of so solemn laws nnd more especially for such 
declaration as ui your royal wisdom \ou shall tlunl fit to render the senate and 
inhabitants of the said cit\ of Hamburg nnd all others that are or may he 
concerned, from the thrcatenings or other suggestions which the memorial con 
&uned As the king had evidently been brought into a false position and 
could not Imt justified the proceedings of the memorialists without throwing 
all Scotland into a llame the Scotch secretaries after the lapse of more than a 
month answered as follows — W c are empowered by the king to signify unto 
a ou that ns soon as his majest\ shall return to England he will take into con 
sideration what you have represented unto linn nnd that in the meantime lus 
majesty will give order to his enaov at the courts of LUnebui^, nnd lus resident 
at Hamburg not to make use of his mnjesti s name or authority for obstructing 
sour companv m the prosecution of a our trade aaith the inhabitants of that 
city 

Tins answer though little better than an eaasion promised more than was euim t 
actually performed and new remonstrances by the company proa ed unaa ailing m i 
till the general dissatisfaction which had begun to prevail obliged the king to 10 ** y 
reply that the promise of lus secretaries had been fulfilled and his residents 
abroad distinctly prohibited from further interference Matters, however ap 
peared to be drawing to a crisis when the proceedings of the Scotch company 
freed the king from lus embarrassments, and paved the way for their own ulti 
mate extinction. They wen. expressly prohibited from attempting to settle on 
any territory belonging to a pow cr xn nmity av itli Britain. 1 he site of the Isthmus 
of Danen situated between the Atlantic nnd the Pncific, seemed so advan 
tageous that all other considerations were lost sight of and the first expedition 
htted out by the company attempted to settle upon it. Spain which claimed 
the territory immediately lemonstratcd nnd king William appears to have 
been only too glad to second their remonstrance The consequence w as that the 
Scots instead of being permitted to establish a trade found themsela cs suddenly 
engaged sin 0 le handed in a war with the Spanish monarchy For a time they 
fought the battle manfully but disaster followed disaster Of the 3000 men 
whom Scotland had sent out to the isthmus only a small remnant returned^ 
and the company trading to Africa and the Indies after exciting so many hopes 
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ad ions m the 1101 them, and so many feats m the southern pait of Cheat Biituin, ceased 
to exist 

indncomonn The discussions to which the establishment of the Scotch East India Coni- 
pany had given use, and the obloquy -which the London India Company had 
eompinj mcuue( q Ry the ncfanous pioceedmg-, of thoiC v.ho had usmped its manngc- 
ment, had made the English legislatme fully uli\e to the impoitmcc ot placing 
the tiadc to the East on a new and pcimanent basis The shape which 
the measuie might have taken, had paihament been left at Illicit}* to choose the 
w'isest plan, would pei haps have diflei ed much fi nm th.it w Inch w as adopted , hut 
cncumstances had occuiicd which lcndeied a new annngeincnt expedient, not 
only on its account, but with a mow to othei pin poses to which it might 
be made subsen lent The pow ci ful coalition w Inch King "William had foi med to 
fiustiate the ambitious designs of the King of Fiance icquued an enormous 
expendituie, and the necessity of obtaining the nece-^aiy funds to meet it 
seemed foi a time to outweigh all othei consideiations It had thus become 
obvious that the question winch had long been keenly debited between the 
existing India Company and the numcious paity now leagued in opposition 
to them, would be detei mined not so much on its own in cuts as on meie 
pecumaiy considerations The go\ eminent was m uigent want of money 
What amount of conti lbution weic the candidates foi its f.uoui picpaied to 
furnish? On this low* and unwoithy giound the question of continuing the old, 
oi of eiectmg a new* company w*as now to be settled by act of paihament The 
offei of the old Company was a loan of €700,000 at fom pei cent mteiest 
their opponents offei ed £2,000,000, at eight pei cent, and obtained the piefei- 
ence Consideung the diffeient lates of mteiest, the smallei loan was ceitainly 
the moie advantageous to the public, but the gieatei amount of piesent lelief 
which the laigei loan afforded, was eageily giasped at and earned the day 
Ostensibly, liowevei, the piefeience given to it wxas justified, not meiely by the 
amount of the loan, but by the terms on which it w*as offei ed The old Com- 
pany stipulated that the legislature should eonfinn then cliaitei, and continue 
them m possession of all then pnvileges as a joint stock Then nvals lepudiated 
the idea of a joint stock, and askecl only to be mcoipoiated, at least m the first 
instance, as a legulated company, which would allow eveiy membei to tiade m 
Ins own name and on Ins own lesponsibility to the amount of his subsciibed 
capital This anangement being in accoi dance with the moie liberal ideas 
wdnch the Restoration had mtioduced, was supposed to possess mtimsic ments, 
which, even if othei con&ideiations had been equal, would have entitled it to he 
preferred 

The resolution in favoui of a new East India Company was adopted by the 
House of Commons on 4th May, 1698, and on the 26th a bill w r as biought m foi 
the puipose of giving effect to it It was stienuously opposed m all its stages, 
the old Company being allowed to appeal by counsel against it, but ultimately 
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jns. ul both homes by considerable majontie and obtained the roy al assent a d ic 
flic old Company though powerfully supported lmd lost fav our with the 
public by the acts of bribery winch had been proved against them and even 
during the discussion of the bill which doomed them to extinction had sustained 
new damage from the report of a parliunentiry committee which had been 
appointed to examine their boohs foi in this report it w as more than insinuated 
that by a 1 md of juggle the value of their stock had been greatly exaggerated 
nnd large dividends had been paid not out of profit but out of capital Some Kcpon 
of the statements m this report throw so much light on the history of the Com ni n 
pany that tliev deserve to be quoted The ordinal btock of the Company m c mI * u ' T 
1 Go 7 was £360 891 The a c grcgatc dividends on this stock from October 
1GG1 to Vpnl 1 1GS1 amounted to 390 J per cent or about 19] per cent per 
annum On 2d November 1GS1 their funds were so low that a call was made 
on the adventurers for the residue of their subscriptions and y et on the ISth of 
January thereafter circumstances had so suddenly altered that the call was 
revoked and instead of it a dividend of 1 j 0 per cent was declared. Of this 
dividend however only u0 per cent was paid in money while the remamm 0 
100 per cent was retained nnd held to be equivalent to a duplication of the 
Ordinal stock which was accordingly henceforth stated at double its on a unl 
amount On this doubled stock dividends h ul been regularly paid at the rate 
of 2o percent These dividends were always made on the arrival of ships on 
general computations w ithout the help of the looks, or a minute statement of 
the whole account and hence even at the time of making them the Company 
were hampered by n lar e c debt which m IG80 exceeded £o00 000 and m 1G08 
amounted on bond alone to £G31 oA 10$ exclusive of debts m India to 
an amount which could not be specified. In 1G03 in fulfilment of the con 
ditions of the elm ter granted them in that year they opened a new eubsenp 
tion nnd received under it £711000 The only legitimate purpose to which 
this sum could have been applied was that expressly specified in the charter 
viz to ruse the stock of the Company to £1 COO 000 The parliamentary 
committee after fulling to obtain a distinct answer as to the manner m which 
this sum had been disposed of consulted the Company s cash book and ascer 
tamed that a huge portion of it had been squandered in the system of bribery 
winch has already been exposed and that of the remainder no leas than 
£32o 5Go 03 4d had been repaid (on what giound is not explained) to the old 
adventurers. This report given in at the very time when the Company were 
maintaining a desperate struggle for existence must linv e told fearfully against 
them 

The act wlncli founded the new East India Company ranks as 9 Wm III Act rpn 
a 41 and is entitled An act for rusin G a sum not exceeding £2 000 000 upon g 
a fund for pay ment of annuities after the rate of £8 per centum per annum and ^ " com 
for settling the trade to the East Indies It is of great length and is entirely 
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ad 1603. occupied m its fiist pait with legulatmg the salt and stamp duties, fiom u Inch 
his majesty was to deuve the annual sum of £1 GO, 000, necessaiy to pay the m- 
teiest oi annuities exigible at the late of eight pei cent on the £2,000,000 loan 
In legaid to the loan itself, the leading pioMsions aie, that “it shall and may 
be lawful to and foi his majesty, by commission undei the gieat seal of England, 
Act eaub to take and leceive all such voluntaiy subsci lptions as shall he made on oi befoie 
iielvcom the 29tli day of Septembei, 1G98, by oi foi any peison oi peisons, natnes oi 
111115 foieigneis, bodies politick oi coipoiate (the govemoi and company of the Bank 
of England only excepted), of any sum of money whatsoever, not less than £100, 
foi and towaids the laismg and paying into the said leceiptof the cxcherpiei 
the said sum of £2,000,000” The whole sum was subject to redemption, but 
dui mg the non-iedemption his majesty might, by letters-patent, mcoipoiate the 
subscribers undei the name of the Geneial Society entitled to the advantages 
given by this act of paihament Of the Geneial Society thus incoipoiated, the 
' sum total of subscriptions w r as to foim the pnncipal stock, and c\ eiy subscnbei 

to the amount of £500 and upwaidswas entitled to have one a otc, and notmoie 
than one, m the election of twenty-foui tinstees, each of them qualified by the 
possession of not less than £2000 of the society’s stock in Ins own i lglit The 
subscubeis, then executois, successor*, oi assigns, and the persons licensed by 
them, were to have the pnvilege of tiaclmg to the East Indies, each to the extent 
of his stock, oi if, instead of thus acting individually the whole oi any niunbei 
of them, oi even coipoiations, should piefei to manage then shaie of the tiade 
as a company oi joint stock, they might be mcorpoiated foi this special pui pose 
In oidei “to maintain such ambassadois oi othei nnnisteis”as the ciown, at the 
nomination of the trustees, duectois, oi managers of the Geneial Society, oi of a 
joint-stock company established as afoiesaid, should “be pleased to send to any 
empeioi, prince, oi state” within the specified hunts, and to “defiay any othei 
extiaoidinaiy oi necessaiy expense in caiiymg on the said tiade,” a duty of fix e 
pei cent was to be levied on all India goods impoited, but should any suiplus 
lemam after these pm poses weie seived, it was not to belong to the state, but 
to be distributed among the sliaielioldeis The light of tiading to the East 
Indies was in futuie to belong exclusively to the Geneial Society, subject, liow- 
evei, to two most important piovisoes fiist, that on tlnee yeais’ notice after 
1711, and the lepayment of the £2,000,000, all the lights gianted by the act 
xvere to cease, and, second, that the old Company might still continue to tiade 
as before, till the 29tli of September, 1701 This w r as meant to be an equivalent 
xobce given foi the three years’ notice to which they weie entitled undei then chartei, and 

to the old ^ _ 

company yet fell far short of it, as the true meaning of the chartei undoubtedly w r as, that 
while the three yeais weie lunmng, they weie to enjoy the whole tiade, instead 
of being subjected, as they now were, to a foimidable competition. The equi- 
valent, however, impeifect as it was, w r as not given without a grudge, and had 
something like a stigma attached to it by a clause m the act, which expiessly 
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stipulated that the present East India Compan} should be bound to paj nil their ad k s 
just debts and should thej make dividends after the 21th of June 1G98 and 
before their debts were discharged not onfy vv ouhl the estate of the Compan} 
continue liable, but the individual members lecming such diudends would still 
beheld bound uv proportion of their shares and morco\cr be subjected to the 
penalty of double costs. Ihc stipulation thus inserted stnkwgfy indicates the 
general suspicion w Inch now attached to the proceedings of the London Com pan} 

Indeed the language of the legislature eudentl} unplug a doubt not merefy of 
their ability but of their willingness to pa} There could not be any good 
ground for such a doubt and jet it is impossible to den} that during the Inst 
}enrs of (heir exclusive monopolv thev had done too much to justify it 

The members of the General Societv though the} bad onginalfy ofiered their wj f»» 
subscriptions on condition of being estalli lied ns a regulated Mere soon found luem t 
to be almost unanimous in fivour of a joint-stock compan} ami accorilingl} on 
the 5th of September 1C0S the crown in accordance with the authority given 
in the net of parliament granted n charter incorporating the vast majority of 
their number as a compnn} or joint stock under the name of the English Com 
pan} trading to the East Indies The leadm e provisions of the deed arc almost 
identical with those embodied in the charters of the old Compan} anil it is 
therefore unnccessaty here to do more than refer to a few of the special clauses. 

Though the amount of their subscriptions to the £2 000 000 loan formed their 
proper capital the} were to have an indefinite power of augmenting their stock 
— one tenth of their exports was to consist of British produce and manufactures 
ever} shareholder to the amount of £o00 was to have a vote and none howevei 
large Ins share was to have more than one all sales were to b<_ b} public uuc 
tion b} inch of candle and no lot except consisting of jewels was to be of the 
value of more than £1000 the management was to be intrusted as fonnerl} to 
twenty four individuals who were to form what was called not ns before the 
court of committees but the court of directors four general courts were to 
be held nnnunll} Abroad tlie same powers of judicature as bad been conferred 
L} previous charters were to bo exercised and wmc provision was made both 
for general and religious instruction b} the maintenance of a chaplain in ever} 
ship of 500 tons and of schoolmasters and ministers in all the principal fictones 
With regard to ministers in particular it was provided that the} should be 
obli 0 ed to learn the Portuguese and nppfy themselv es to learn the nntiv c Inn 
guage of the country where they shall reside the better to enable them to instruct 
the Gentoos that shall be sen ants or Blav es of the same Compan} or of their 
agents in the Protestant religion 

The arrangements for the establishment of a new East India Compan} dis i^i*! t 
play little wisdom and foresight The loan to government constituted the onfy m t* 
capital but this was already absorbed and the onfy fund on which the Compan} 
could rely for carrying on their trade was the annual sum of £1 GO 000 pa} able 
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to them as intei est This was wholly inadequate , and hence, at the \ci} oufict, 
then pecumaiy lesomces began to fail Then subscnption list had been lapidly 
filled up, but as the instalments fell due, the dcfaulteis became numcious, and 
the stock, which had at fiist hi ought a picmium, v.'ith difficulty found puichnscii 
at a considei able discount While the new Company v. as thus hampered, the 
old Company still kept the field with its lesomccs unnnpaned, and all the advan- 
tages ausmg fiom pie-occupation The lesult of a competition earned on undei 
such cn cumstances could scarcely be doubtful , and it is thcicfoic e.isy to undei - 
stand how the old Company, m addicting then agents abioad on the iccent 
changes, instead of using desponding tenns, speak almost with exultation of the 
appioachmg contest, cxpiessing tiicmsehes ns follows 

“Two East India Companies in England could no moie subsist, -without 
destioymg one y° othei, than two kings at the same lime legnant m the same 
kingdom Now, a civil battle -was to be fought between the old and new com- 
pany, two 01 tliice }eais must cnel this uni, as the old 01 the new must gne 
way Being veteians, if then sen ants abioad would do then duh, the} did not 
doubt of the victoiy , if the woild laughed at the pains the two companies took 
to min each othei, they could not help it, as thes weie on good giound, and had 
a chartei ” 

The confidence thus expi e^sed w as founded, not mci ely on the supei 101 ad\ an- 
tages which they possessed in a tiade winch had long been established, and foi 
the protection of which \anous foi tilled stations had been piouded, but on the 
impoitant mteiest which they had seemed m the stock of the Geneial Society 
The act of pailiament left it open foi them, as foi any othei corporation, to 
become subscnbeis to the £2,000,000 loan, and no less than £315,000 stood in 
the subscnption list, m the name of Mi Dubois, foi then behoof The conse- 
quence was, that instead of being extinguished when the tlnee yeais of giace 
allowed them should expne, they would still be entitled to tiade annually to 
India to the amount of the above subscnption Theie was, however, one gieat 
difficulty As the law stood, then existence as a corporation and joint-stock 
company would terminate m 1701, and they would theieaftei be obliged to tiade, 
not as an united body, but as individuals, each m piopoition to the amount which 
he had subscribed to the loan The fiist object, tlieiefoie, now, was to piovide 
against this emeigency by endeavoui mg to seeme a piolongation of then coi- 
porate cliaractei In tins they weie completely successful, foi m the beginning 
of 1700 a pnvate act of pailiament was passed, “foi continuing the govemoi 
and Company of the merchants of London tiadmg into the East Indies a corpo- 
ration ” This act, after refemng to the pnvileges confened on the subscnbeis 
to the £2,000,000 loan, and stating that “ John Dubois, of London, mei chant, 
hath, by the dnection, and m trust foi the govemoi and Company of mei chants 
trading into the East Indies, subscribed and paid the sum of £315,000, as pait 
of the said sum of £2,000,000, m older to entitle the said govemoi and Company 
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to tbc several benefits of the said net proceeds to declare that the) shall eon idu 
tinue and be one bod\ corporate and politick L) the name aforesaid subject 
ne\ ertheless, to be determined upon redempticn of the fund- The reasons gn en 

for the enactment an. that the London Compan) thou 0 h entitled to the benefits 
conferred on the subscribers to the loan Mould notwithstanding he deprived of 
them should the) cease to be a corporation and for that several hundred 
persons arc interested m the saul subscription of £31o 000 the) cannot manage 
the same and the benefit of trade accruing thereb) but in a corporation. 

Thus, b) solemn nets of the legi lnture two independent Tast India Com i 
panics were established without nil) provision whatever to prevent the evils r w 1 t 
vv Inch vv ould nece sard) arise from their rival hip and colli ion. The geogra 1 5 1 
pineal limits of the trade were sufTicicntlv ample for both and each might lmc 
been assigned a distinct field within winch it would have found ample scope for 
all its capital and enterprise. Instead of tins the) w eic placed at once m hostile 
am) and commenced a s)stem of wnrfirc winch while it exposed them to the 
derision and extortion of the native rulers, could onl) terminate in their common 
mm. So carl) w as this pcrcciv cd that the new or En 0 lish Compan) afraid to 
ficc the difiiculties w Inch from the ver) first began to gather nround them 
made overtures for a union. The London Compan) w ere not disposed to listen 
The) had been forced into a struggle which the) were most anxious to prevent 
hut now that it had commenced fi.lt so confident of v ictor) that w hen their 
agents abroad expressed their alarm the) spoke slightingl) of the dan e tr and 
described it ns a blustering storm which was so far from tcanng than up that 
it onl) n little shook the roots and made them thereb) take the better hold 
and grow the firmer and flourish the faster lho language thus emplo)ed was 
more v ainglonous than sincere and when the v lolcnt ft. clings w Inch at the com 
mencemcnt of the struggle kept the companies aloof had been gradual^ mode 
rated a general desire for union began to be entertained. The kin 0 himself 
probabl) convinced that the legislature itself was to blame for much of the con 
fusion which had arisen openl) declared in favour of a union and in pnrticulni 
when ngrccabl) to a practice then usual m pussing a pnv ate act a deputation 
of the London Compan) consisting of the gov emor and committees and about 
100 proprietors accompanied b) the lord mi) or sheriffs and ten of the aldei 
men of London obtained an audience of Ins mnjest) at Kensington on the bth 
of March 1700 to request that ho would give the ro)al assent to the bill for 
continuing them a corporation he took the opportunity while assuring them 
of Ins favour and protection to recommend the union of the two companies 
to their serious consideration on the ground that it would be most for the 
interest of the India trade 

ThouJi the union of the compmies was not effected during the reign of t™ 

° wbl h tl 

King "William lus recommendation had a powerful influence in pa\in D the way com? 
for it At first indeed the London Compan) instead of meeting its rival on £ h a ' ' 

\ ol I 48 
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ad 1700 a footing of equality, endeavouied to get nd of it altogether by making an offu 
to pailiament to advance, at a i educed mteiesl, as mucli moiuy as v ould suffice 
to pay tlie whole of the £2,000,000 loan Tins offu could not h«i\e Leon .icceptcd 
without a gioss hi each of faith w ith the subscubei-, to that loan, and w as theie- 
foie justly lejected It was non felt th.it the union could mil} he cflecfed on 
equitable teims, and as the necessity foi it became dad} moie and moie apparent, 
the deputies of the two companies, abandoning all attempts to o\ei leach each 
otliei, began m good earnest to anange an amalgamation The icstilt was 
embodied m a deed dated the 2d of Jul}, 1702, and entitled “Indentme Tn- 
paitite between hei majesty Queen Anne and the two East India Companies, 
foi uniting the said Companies” The leading object of this deed was to place 
the companies m the veiy same position, b} dnulmg the whole sum ad\ anced 
to government into two equal poi lions and assigning one poition to each At 
the time of its execution, the subscuption to the £2,000,000 loan stood us 
follow*? 

English Company’s subscuption, £l,Gf>2,0()<) 

London Coinji ui}\ subsu lptiou, 510,000 

Sejmalo ti ailus* subscuption, 23,000 

£ 2 , 000,000 

Terms on Leavmg out of view the sepai ate tiadcis, who weie so called because they 
conijiames piefened to tiade, to the amount of then subscuption, on then own indrudu.il 
ganntea 11 i esponsibility, and not on a joint stock, the whole sum subsenbed by the two 
companies was £1,977,000 The sheie allotted to each company, undei the 
new anangement, was the half of this sum, 01 £9SS,300, but as the London 
Company had subsenbed only £315,000, it was neccssaiy foi them to make up 
tlie diffeience by pui chasing stock at pai fiom the English Company, to the 
amount of £673,500 This arranged, the next object was to fix the value of 
what was called the dead stocL of the companies, oi that poition of stock which, 
consisting of foits, factones, buildings, Ac, could not be turned into money, but 
behoved to be leseived m common foi the purpose of canying on the tiade The 
whole of this dead stock was valued at £400,000, of which £330,000 belonged 
to the London, and only £70,000 to the English Company It was theiefoie 
necessaiy, m oidei to maintain equality, that the lattei Company should make 
up the diffeience by paying to the fomiei £130,000 Duiing seven years, the 
companies weie to maintain then sepai ate existence, but the tiade was to be 
earned on as an united tiade, foi the common benefit of both, and undei the 
clnection of twenty-four manageis, twelve ot them chosen by each company 
At the end of the seven yeais tlie London was to be entnely meiged m the Eng- 
lish Company, which should, “fiom thencefoith, foi evei, continue the same 
corporation and body politick, with change of its name, and be from thencefoith 
called by the name of ‘The United Company of Mei chants of England Lading 
to the East Indies ’ ” 
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Of flic same date is tlie indenture tripartite mother was executed under abko 
the name of Quinque partite Indentme of Comejance of tlie Dead Stock of 
tlie two East India Companies Ihe inventor) which it gives of this stock is r t nof 
of some interest in o fu at least as relates to the cnginal Company as it not p-wy t ti 
onl) furnishes the names but also indicates the extent of the acquisitions winch ^igwn 
it had made in the East during the 100 jears of its existence The various 1 
places and subjects con\ejed in terms of the above agreement at the valuation 
of £330 000 are enumerated as follow s — Tlie ports and islands of Bomba) and 
St Helena watli all their n 0 hts profats territories and appurtenances what 
soe\er Under the pre 
sidenc) of the aforesaid 
island Bomba) the fac 
tones of Surat Sw all) 
and Broach and flip 
fictories of Amada\ id 
Agra and Lucknow (m 
which three last pi ice i 
the Company Ime onlv 
houses and buddings 
and some othei conve 
mences remaining but 
the) have at present no 
factois that reside theie) On the coast of Malabar the foits of Garwar e 
T ellichcrr) and Anjengo and the factory of Calicut In Persia the factories of t ton® 
Gombroon Shiraz and Ispahan and the ) early lent pension or sum of 1000 
tomands amounting to the ) earl) sum of £3333 Os 8c l English mone) granted 
bv the Sophy of Persia to the said govemoi and Gompan) On the coast of 
Choromandel Chmghee and Onxa Fort St George with the castle and fortifica 
tions and tern toiy thereto belonging upon winch a Iar e e city is built consistm 0 
of houses which are held of and pay rent to the said gov emor and Compan) 
together with the said city and its dependencies and also all that fort called 
Fort St David (being a strong foit and factory) and about three miles compass 
of the circumjacent countr) upon which several small towns or villages are 
erected the factories of Cuddalore Porto Novo Pettipolee Melclilepatam 
(Masuhpatam) and Madapollam and tlie fort and factory of Vizagapatam On 
the island of Sumatra the settlement of York lort at Bencoolen and tlie fic 
tory there with a territory of about fiv e miles thereto belonging and the factor) 
at Indrapore also tin factories of Teaming and Sillebar and some othei 
out pagers or factories depending on the factory of Bencoolen In Coclnn 
China the factory of Tonquin in the 1 mgdom of Bengal the Fort Willi xm 
and the factory of Chuttanuttee with a large territory thereto belonging the 
factories of Balasore Cossunbuzar Dacca Hooglil) Moulda Rajahmaul and 
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Patna Also the uglit and title of the said govemoi and Company to Bantam, 
01 any other settlements m the South Seas, and all lents, customs, and other 
piofits, and all privileges, gi aunts, and plnrmaunds m India” 

It must be admitted that the subjects above enumeiated weie veiy mode- 
lately valued, and had not only cost more, but would have been lated fai 
lughei foi an absolute sale The object, howevei, being to effect an amicable 
amalgamation, the London Company lost little by consenting to libeial tenns, 
though the effect ceitamly was to give an unfavourable \ lew of the state of then 
affans, and countenance the allegation that at the penodwhen the anangement 
was made, notwithstanding the laige dividends legulaily declaied, they weie 
baiely solvent This would almost seem to have been then own nnpiession, 
foi though they had at fiist piofessed aveision to the union, they at last 
became so uigent foi it as once moie to ask m the aid of the now notorious 


Sn Basil Fnebiace, and pui chase it by the piomise of an enormous lewaid 
As a compensation for Ins services, if they pioved successful, £150,000 of the 
Company stock was to be tiansfened to linn at £80 Assuming the stock 
to be at pai, he was to make a gam of twenty pei cent, oi in otliei lewaids 
leceive a douceui of £30,000 The anangement was not moie extiavagant 
than impolitic, because it led many of the English Company to imagine that 
they had been outwitted in the baigam, and thus disposed them instead of 
entenng into it coichally, to tlnow obstacles in the way of its completion 
This want of coidiality was especially manifested abioad, wlieie the sen ants 
of both companies, disiegairbng the mstiuctions which they leceived fiom 

home, seemed determined to cany on 

ft jV/i s 


i \ ■ 









a kmd of mtemecme waifaie Yeai 
aftei yeai thus passed away, and the 
piocess of winding up the sepaiate 
concerns of the companies, piepaia- 
tory to the final amalgamation, made 
little piogiess The necessity of tak- 
ing some moie decisive step foi tins 
purpose having become appaient, it 
was at last lesolved to have lecouise 
to a leferee This important office was 
undertaken by no less a peisonage 
than Sidney, Eail of Godolplnn, the 
loid high-tieasuiei of Great Britain, 
and in oidei that full effect might be 
given to his awaid, it was pieviously 
made binding on both companies by a special clause m an act of pai La- 
ment 

This act of pailiament (6th Anne, chap 17), exacted a new loan of £1,200,000 



Sidney, E-irl of Godolplnn — After Sir G Kneller 
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from the United Company tlms making the whole amount of the advance to 
government £3 200 000 No interest was allowed on the latter loan hut as the 
former had home interest at eight per rent the effect was to accumulate hoth 1 
loans into one hearing a common interest of five per cent In return for the loan 
thus exacted, certain new adv antages were conferred The portion of the original 
loan which still belonged to the separate traders of the General Society had 
h( en reduced to -£7200 and it was now made optional to the United Company 
on gmn 0 tliree veors notice of their intention after 29tli September 1711 to 
paj off this sum and incorporate it with their own stock so os to put them in 
exclusive possession of the whole East India trade and leave them without even 
the shadow of a competitor It was also enacted that the existence of the 
Company instead of being terminable by three jears notire after 1711 on 
rep lyment of the loan should be prolonged under the same conditions till 1726 
and power was given them to borrow £1 500 000 winch the) might either 
allow to remain as a bonded debt oi repay bj means of calls on their share 
holders In this way the amount of capital winch would otherwise have 
been absorbed by the additional loan was more than replaced. Lord Go 
dolphins award was pronounced on the 29th Septembei 1708 and the 
arrangements consequent upon it being immediatel) completed the amalga 
rnation was finally effected One Company onl) beanng the name of Hie 
United Company of Merchants of Engl vnd trading to the East Indies now 1 
existed and preparations were forthwith made for carrying on the East 
India trade on a larger scale than it had previouslv attained The circum 
stinces were propitious the charter of the English Company on which the 
trade was m future to be conducted could no longer be called m question as 
it had obtained the direct sanction of the legislature — the internal dissensions 
and animosities which at one time threatened to bnn 0 nun on loth companies 
hid been suppressed — and the native governments in consequence of the 
political chan 0 es winch followed the death of Aurungzebt had become less 
ible to practise extortion and oppression 
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lHILE pailiament tins discussing the best mode of estfib- 
[ Iislmig the tiade to the East, the trade itself had been 
» almost suspended, paiticulaily on the west coast of 
z India, by an embai go -winch Aiuung/ebe bad laid on 
z all Emopean ships m the haiboiu of Smat Various 
acts of pnacy had been committed, and the Mogul, 
instead of endeavounng to discovei the guilty paities, took the 
moie compendious method of tin ou mg the 1 esponsibility on the 
diffeient Emopean nations on whom be had confened privileges of 
tiade An impeiial mandate aecoidmgly was issued, obliging the English, 
Dutch, and Eiencli not only to pay the damage which had been sustained, 
but to give secunty foi the payment of any snnilai damage which might 
be sustained m futuie Remonstiances against this despotic pioceedmg pioved 
unavailing, and the diffeient companies saw themselves 1 educed to the neces- 
sity of saving then tiade by submitting to injustice Undei an anangement 
winch bound them to cleai tlie seas of pnates, tlie Dutch engaged foi that 
puipose to cruise m the Red Sea, tlie Eiencli m tlie Peisian Gulf, and the 
Eugbsli along the Indian coast The liaidslnp thus inflicted entailed a senous 
loss on the London Company, at a time when the tin eatemug aspect of then 
affairs at home made letienchment and ngid economy moie than evei desnable 
It says much foi then spirit and foiesight, that m these untowaid cucmn- 
stances they even ventvued on a heavy outlay, in oidei to make a valuable 
acquisition m anothei part of India 

This acquisition is descubed m the mventoiy above quoted as “the Foit 
Wilham and the factoiy of Chuttanuttee, with a laige temtoiy theieto belong- 
mg ” The factoiy of Chuttanuttee had, it will be lemembeied, been estabbsbed 
some yeais befoie, when, aftei the humibating lesult of the wai lashly enteied 
into vnfch the Mogul, an insulting pei mission was given to lesume the tiade, 
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but the territory now acquired included the three entire tow ns or rather ad i os 
•villages of Chuttanuttee Gov indpore and Calcutta — thus giving the Companv 
a territorial footing in Bengal similar to that previously pos essed at M vdiis 
and Bombay Bengal was in consequence again raised to the rank of an mde 
pendent presidency and Fort William newly erected and so called in honour 
of the reigning English monarch became its capital 

The United Compam had thus at the very outset three distinct presidencies c t t t 
each governed by its own president and council and entitled to act indepen c 
dently of the others Madras was the oldest Bombay the stron 0 est and Bengal 
commercially the most important but no one possessed any it cognized supe 
nonty and the only controlling power wlucli could give them unity of purpose 
and action centred to the court of directors who met in LeadenhaU Street 
This court as constituted by the new charter liboured under several very 
obvious defects Its members twenty four in number ware elected by the 
general court of proprietors composed of all who posse sed at least £500 of stocl 
This amount gave one vote but contrary to the provisions of earliei charteis 
no additional amount of stocl however large gave more votes than one The 
proprietor of £oQ0 and of £o0 000 were placed on the \ eiy same footm e and 
constitutionally at least exercised the same decree of influence m the general 
management The object of this pi o vision apparently was to counteract the 
tendency to monopoly and prevent the recurrence of the abuse which had taken 
place at an earlier period when a few overgrown proprietor with Sir Josiali 
Child at tlieir head usurped a selfish and injurious ascendency If this was the 
object the means employed were not well calculated to accomplish it Common 
fairness required that some proportion should have been established between 
the power of voting and the interest at stake and it is therefore not surprising 
that the iarger proprietors took the iemedy into their own hands and hid 
recourse to the obvious hut not veiv creditable expedient of manuficturmg 
votes by splitting up their stock into £500 shares and corn eyin a them to 
confidential parties who were bound to vote at tlieir dictation While no 
precaution was taken against this practice the evils produced by it were per 
mittf d to assume tlieir most aggrav ated form The directors held office only 
for a single y ear and hence as each annual election came round it w as not 
impossible* that the whole body of managers and consequently the w hole system 
of management would he changed The electioneering earned on under such 
circumstances was not only unseemly but corrupt and the directors often owed 
their seats far less to their qualifications than to the superabundance of then 
promises In proportion as the Company extended tlieir operations extensiv e 
and valuable rights of patronage w ere acquired and the appointments which 
might be obtained in return for v otes induced many to purchase stock who 
cared little for the dividends winch might be realized from it The true 
interest of the Company was to such voters a matter of secondary moment 
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ad nos and then influence was accoulmgly often employed not m piomotmg hut in 
thwaitmg it A com t of dnectois elected on enoncous pi maples, and con- 
sisting of memheis who had no ceitamty of letaimng ofiice heyond a single 
yeai, could scaicely he expected to conduct the a flnir^ of the Company on any 
regulai and peimanent system Tins sciious defect was aggiar ated by the 
constitution of the couit itself Undei the old chatters piomsion was made foi 
the appointment of a goveinoi and deputy -goaunoi, who, hj occupying the 
chan foi a definite penod, weie ahle to anange the busmens and give some 
degiee of umfoimity to the pioceedmgo, hut in the new chaitci this provision 
had been lost sight of, and foi se'seial je.us, wheneici the dnectois met, the 
occupation of the chan w r as dctci mined In a new election made on the spin of 
the moment The obvious inconveniences of this anangement weie ultimately 
obviated by a by-law, which le-establishcd the oiigmal practice The otliei 
defects, liowevei, lemamed , and moie than half a centun elapsed befoie any 
senous attempt w r as made to lemedy them 

Eirlylustorj The lnstoiy of the United Company dining the fiiat yeais of its existence 

ofthoUmled ‘ , , , , 

comp-u.} furnishes few incidents desen mg of special notice I lie malswho had ques- 
tioned the legality of foimei chattels with the view of seeming a shaie m the 
East India tiade, seeing themselves excluded by expiess acts of the legnlatme, 
had been obliged to quit the field, and encioachments on the exclusive 
monopoly which had been seemed, being now deemed hopeless, weie no longei 
attempted All the commercial transactions of the Company wei e liencefoith 
earned on accoidmg to a legulai loutme, and the lecoid of them would onh 
piesent a chy detail of expoits and nnpoits, vaiymg m amount fiom yeai to 
year, yet exhibiting on the whole a peimanent and impoitant mciease The 
profit also mci eased, though not always m the same piopoition, the amount of 
dividend often fluctuating with the state of affans at home and abioad In 
1708, when the complete union of the companies was effected, the dividend was 
at the late of only five per cent, m 1709 it was eight pei cent, m 1710 and 

1711 nine pei cent, and theieaftei annually till 1723 ten pei cent A 
decline then took place, and the late settled down at eight pei cent In 

1712 the exclusive privileges of the Company, previously teimmable m 1726, 
weie piolonged by 10 Anne, c 28, to 1733 By a subsequent prolongation, tlnee 
yeais were added to this penod, and finally, by 17 Geo II c 17, the exclusn e 
tiade was secured till the expiration of tlnee yeais’ notice aftei 1780 

unsettled “While the Company weie thus seemed at home against any attempts which 

st ite of the , it " 1 

Mogul em might have been made to clepnve them of then pnvileges, dangers tlneatened 
them fiom vanous othei quarters Of these, the fust m oidei, if not the most 
alaimmg, was the state of anaicliy with which the whole countiy seemed about 
to be overwhelmed, m consequence of the chsmembeiment of the Mogul empne 
After Auiungzebe’s death in 1707, a kind of will was found under his pillow 
He had foieseen the contest winch would be waoed foi his succession, and endea- 

O J 
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voured to prevent it by apportioning his dominions among his three sons. To ad iros 
Mooz/im the eldest, he destined the northern and eastern provinces with the 
title of emperor and to A/im the second son all the provinces to the south and 
south west including the Deccan with the exception of the conquered kingdoms 
of Bejapoor and Golconda. These he left to his third son Cambahsh This 
proposed partition which would have been injudicious under any circumstances 
threw away the only chance which remained of once more consolidating the 
Mogul power The Malirattas had shaken it to its verj centre — the leading 
Rajpoots had made themselves almost independent — and manj other tributaries 
were watclun. the opportunity to imitate their example The confusion was 
however destined to he even worse than Aurungzebes will would have made it 
The brothers without paying any regard to that document no sooner heard of 
his death than they flew to arms Azim who was nearest to the capital took 
advantage of his position and was unmediatelv proclaimed sov ereign of all India ° <* 
Cambahsh instead of questioning his title formally acknowledged it and was shah 
confirmed in possession of the kingdoms which his father had illotted him 
Moo77im though the true heir was not indisposed to a compromise and offered 
it on favourable terms but Arim strong in actual possession refused to bsten 
to any decision but that of the sword Moazzim accordingly advanced from 
Cabool where be had been residing as governor while two of lus sons — the 
eldest from Moultan and the second from Bengal — hastened to jom him In 
the battle which ensued Moazzim gained a complete v ictory Azim with Ins 
two grown up sons were slam in the field and Ins only other son an infant 
was taken prisoner It might have been supposed that the stru 0 gle for the sue 
cession was now at an end but Cambahsh who had submitted so readilj to his 
second rose m rebellion against lus eldest brother Moazzim tlieiefore had 
no sooner mounted the throne in June 1707 under the title of Bahadur Shah 
than he found it necessary to march into tin Deccan at the head of an arm} 

His good fortune again attended him and in a battle fought near Hyderabad 
in February 1708 Cambaksh was not only defeated but fell mortally wounded 

On quitting the Dpcc tn Bahadur Shah conferred the viceroy'ilty on Zul n* on 
fikar Ivljan who had earned it by an opportune desertion of Azim prev ious to n bwttaa 
the battle which decided Ins fate Zulfihar immediately endeav oured to effect 
an accommodation with the Mahrattas The circumstances were favourable 
Saho the legitimate rajah after a long captivity lnd been set at liberty by 
Azim and had immediately laid claim to the Mahratta sov ereignty He was 
resisted by Tara Bai the widow of his uncle Rajah Ram who claimed it for her 
infant son. Both clumants were strongly supported and Zul fikar taking 
advantage of the disunion thus produced had made considerable progress in 
a negotiation with Saho He w is obliged bowev er before concluding it to 
repair to Delhi but his deputy Daoud Khan Panm following out lus view s 
procured exemption from Mahratta forajs by agreeing to levy the chout by 
Vol I 49 
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Ins own officials, and pay Sabo the pioceeds This Avas at the best a very 
humiliating anangement, hut the foi tunes of the Mogul had aheady so 
far declined that any teims iveie deemed pieferable to the hazard of a new 
stiuggle 

In leturnmg fioni the Deccan, Bahadui Shah Avas encounteied by a new 
confedeiacy of Rajpoots, headed by the Rana of Odeypooi and the Rajahs of 

Jeypooi and Mai Aim Be- 
foie he could crush it, a neiv 
alarm bioke out Avhicli ob- 
liged him to comply with 
then demands, and in fact 
make them independent m 
PA’eiy thing but the name 
The alaim pioceeded fiom the 
Punjab, Avlieie the Sikhs, 
ongmally an insignificant 
leligious sect, had nsen lapid- 
]y into nnjioi*tance, and Aveie 
noAv aA r engmg tliemselA T es on 
then Mussulman persecutors 
by fearful devastations and 
Avliolesale massaci es The 
insun ection Avas deemed foi- 
midable enough to demand 
the empeior’s peisonal pie- 
sence, and was only partially 

suppressed Avlien he died suddenly at Lahore, m Febiuary, 1712 

As usual, the succession was disputed by Ins four sons Azim-u-Shan, the 
to the Mogul second son, Avas the favounte both Avrtli the nobility and the army, and, by a 
lapid march fiom his government of Bengal, Avlieie he had foi seveial yeais been 
piovidmg himself WLth the smeAvs of Aval, gained so much upon Ins competitors 
that lesistance seemed all but hopeless The otliei tlnee biotheis, seeing that 
then only chance of success Avas to unite against lnm as a common enemy, 
joined their foices, and, undei the able guidance of Zulfikar Khan, foiced him 
to action undei cmcumstances so disadvantageous, that after a slioit stiuggle 
he lost both the battle and his life The question of precedence among the 
lemaming brothers still lemamed to be determined, but Zulfikar Khan settled 
it by a very summary piocess Moiz-u-dm, who, as the eldest, had the best legal 
title, seemed excluded by incapacity, but to Zulfikai this Avas his stiongest 
lecommendation He had determined to use him as a tool, and tlieiefore, 
espousing Ins cause, found little difficulty m seating lnm on the throne, under 
the title of Jeliandar Shah Zulfikar, almost as a matter of couise became 
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vizier and wielded all the power of the state while tin, pageant emperor gave adib 
himself up to foil} aud licentiousness 

One of the first acts of the new reign lnd been to seize and murder ill who hh t 
mi 0 ht have become riv il claimants to the throne Some of them how e\ ei not- simi 
w ithst uidmg the remorselessness with which this birbarous polic} w as carried 
out had escaped. Among them was Tarot slur son of the second hi other 
Azirn u Shan w ho w Inn he set out to contend for the succession lnd left him 
to go\crn Bengal as Ins deput} llic incapacity of Jeliandai Shall and the 
arrogance and ty ruin} of Zulhkar Khan hav mg produced general discontent 
I irohshir saw Ins opportunity and resolved to impro\e it. Supported 1} two 
brother* Abdallah Khan and lloscn All who ns S^eds or descendants of the 
Prophet were held m reverence bj the Mahometan 1 * while their possession of 
the respective governments of Vllnhabad and Behar placed i powerful force at 
their command he raised the standard of revolt and advanced to the \icimty 
of Vgri There Jcliandar and Zulfihar encountered him at the he ul of 70 000 
men. The battle was so fierce!} contested that the issue was Ion^, doubtfuL 
Ultimatcl} the imperial troops who liad little good will to the cause for which 
the} were fightm 0 gave wa} and Jehandnr fleeing in di guise to Delhi left 
Znlfikar to follow with the rtmamin 0 troops as he best could I irohshir was 
close upon lus heels and learned with delight that instead of being obliged to 
wait the tedious process of a siege the capital w is nlread} in Ins powci Zul 
fikai met lmn as he approached and delivired Jchamlar a prisoner into lus 
hands. This uew act of perfidv did not save him and both he and his mastei 
w ere immediatcl} put to deatli 

iarokshir havin 0 thus mounted the Mo 0 ul throne on 4th Fcbruar} 1713 r i-* t 
naturally conftned the hi 0 hest ofiiees of the skate on the two Se}eds. Abdal 
Vv\\ the elder was made wzwr wwdllescw Mv who lwd idwvest vswvaewlevud} 
recovered after being left for dead on the field became Ameer ut-Omrah oi 
commander in chief Flumin 0 thenvH.lv es on the imporkint services which the} 
had rendered tlio brothers were disposed to repeat the game which had been 
played b} Zulfihar Ivhan by lea\ mg Farokslur only the name of emperor w lulc 
they really governed The task proved more difficult than they lmd antiei 
pated Tarohshir thou 0 h of a feeble and irresolute character lnd alnghidei 
of bis ow n qualifications for reigmn 0 and was surrounded bj worthless fxv our 
ites whose rapacity and ambition could not be satisfied while nothing but the 
shadow of power w ns left lam The Se} eds accordingly soon found tliemsclv es 
tliwirted in their arbitraiy proceedings b} a stron e court pirty who without 
venturing to piovoke an open rupture were unwearied m intrigue The first 
scheme was to get rul of the presence ofHosen All b} exciting a wir which 
required his presence In this then was no difhculty as Ajit Sin 0 the power 
ful Rajah of Marwar was again in rebellion ind was moreover actuall} encour 
aged in it by the court faction who give lnm to understand that obstinate 


\ 
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resistance would please the empeioi moie than leady submission The lajah, 
liowevei, was too acute to play the game of Faiokslin ’s favountes, and, find- 
ing Hosen willing to giant him tenns by winch Ins own mteiests weie sectued, 
hastened to conclude a peace 

One of the stipulations of this peace was that the lajah should give his 
daughtei m maniage to the empeioi What the atti actions of the lady weie 
is not mentioned, but Faiokslin seems to ha\e felt all the aidoui and im- 
patience of a lovei Theie was, liowevei, a senous obstacle m the way The dis- 
sipated couise of life which he led had undermined his health, and he w as Jaboui- 
mg undei a disease which did not peimit him to many Foitunatelj r , at this 
veiy penod the Company had sent a fonnal embassy to Della to complain of 
the extortion and oppiession piactised upon them at then diffeient factories, and 
more especially in Bengal They had been induced to take tins step m conse- 
quence of the favoui which Faiokslin had shown them while liolchng the 
government of this piovmce, and then consequent hope that he would piotect 
them against the haish treatment which they weie leceivmg from Jafiiei Khan, 
his successoi The embassy earned with them piesents to thcialue of about 
£30,000, intended pai tly foi the empeioi himself, and pai tly foi the favountes by 
whom he was sunounded It is not to be doubted that at a coiu t vheie intrigue 
pievailed and -ill things had become venal, these piesents must have smoothed 
down many difficulties , but the ultimate success of the embassy was owing not to 
them but to a cause on which they had not calculated Mr Hamilton, the phy- 
sician to the embassy, had been called to court to give Ins piofessional aid, 
and succeeded so well, that the disease of the empeioi, which had lefused to 
yield to native tieatment, was lemoved, and his marriage, which had been vexa- 
tiously delayed, was celebiated with unpiecedented splendoui Theie was in 
consequence no limit to the favoui which Mi Hamilton enjoyed The empeioi 
publicly attested Ins giatitude by bestowing ncli piesents upon him in the pie- 
sence of all Ins courtieis, and was afterwaicls easily induced to comply with the 
petition which the embassy had piesented, by issuing a firman winch invested 
the Company with new and extensive pnvileges Besides the tlnee villages 
which they already possessed m the vicinity of Fort William, authonty was 
given them to acqune othei tlmty-seven on the same terms and m the same 
locality For a time, in consequence of the hostility of Jafiiei Khan, this giant 
was lendered mopeiative, but at last full effect was given to it, and the Com- 
pany, though not without senous misgivings of allowing themselves to be 
“encumbeied with much territory,” acquued right to a tract extending neaily 
ten miles along both sides of the Hooghly, and completely commanding its navi- 
gation Among the other moie important privileges confened by the finnan 
weie the conveision of the duties pieviously payable at Suiat into a fixed 
annual sum, beyond which no chaige of any land was to be made, and above 
all, the removal of one of the gieatest impediments which tiade had experienced, 
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1)3 exempting all goods protected l>\ the Companv s dustiil oi passport from ad : i 
stoppage or examination b> the officials of the Bengal gov emment 

At the very tune when FaroLshir was making these concessions to the Coin virtnmrui 
pan} Ins own aflairs were hastening to a crisis "While Hosen All was absent s* th j 
with the arm} the courtiers had tlirown off part of their former caution and 
b} cv incin 0 a more undisguised hostility funnshed him w ith a pretext for 
pro\ idm 0 additional securities for Ins personal safety Pretending an alarm 
which it is probable tlie 3 did not feel the two brothers at first refused to 
appear at court and then began to prepare for open hostilities. After a period 
of general consternation during which the capital was threatened with anarch} 

X arokslnr found it necessarj to submit and consented to become virtual]} a 
prisoner in the hands of the Sc} ctLs b} allowing the gates of the citadel w ltlun 
w Inch Ins palace stood to be occupied b} thur guards w lule an attempt w as 
made to effect a reconciliation After \anous abortive proposals it was at 
last arranged that Mir Jumla the emperors f v\ ountc and head of the court 
fiction and Hosen All should both quit Delhi the former proceeding to Ins 
go\ emment of Behor and the latter to Ins go\ emment of the Deccan while 
Abdallah hlnn should still retain lus office of vmcr lhere was no sincerity 
on eithei side and though the actual crisis was prevented the course of m 
tnguc continued as before 

During the confusion caused b\ the dissensions at Delhi the Sikhs after Th 
sustaining a senes of disasters had again become formidable Their chief b <1 
Bandu who had been made captive had escaped nml suddcnl} issuing, fiom 
his mountain retreat renewed his ravages m the level countrj X coble as 
the central government now was the necessity of vigorous measures was so 
strongl} flit that a powerful force was despatched into the Punjab under the 
command of a chief called Abdusemed Khan who conducted the campaign 
with consummate ability After gaming repeated sir cesses m the open field 
lie hunted the Sikhs out of their fastnesses and made man} of then leaders 
prisoners. Bandu himself was again nmon 0 the number and expiated lus 
crimes on the scaffold at Delhi b} a death in vs Inch all kinds of horrific tor 
tures were accumulated. Numerous other executions followed and the Sikhs 
though still destined to pla} an important part in the lnstor} of India w ere 
bo completely subdued that man} years elapsed before their existence as a 
nation again became discernible 

In the Deccan the Mogul arms were less successful At first on Hosen Ah s rrocoedmg* 
arrival in 1715 their employment was in civil warfire said to have been insti nooca 
gated b} the emperor himself Daoud Khan Panni who as has been mentioned 
was appointed by Zulfikar Khan to hold the gov emment of the Deccan as lus 
deputy and negotiated a peace with the Malirattas was removed in 1713 ou 
the accession of Farokslur and was now governing the united provinces of 
Gujerat and Candeish His immediate successor in the Deccan w , as Chin Kihch 
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Khan, afteiwaids well known as the fonndei of the Nizam dynasty, undei Ins 
title of Nizam-ul-Moolk, meaning “Regulator oi Govemoi of the State” To 
make way foi Hosen Ah, he was lemoved to the comparatively insignificant 
government of Moi adahad Both of these chiefs considei mg themselves aggneved 
by the loss of then moie impoitant appomtments, hated Hosen, and weie dis- 
posed to tlnow then weight into any confedeiacy that might he formed against 
him Daond, natiually the more headstiong and impetuous of the two, was fiist 
woilced upon , and no soonei learned that Hosen’s destiuction would he hailed 
at Delhi as a dehveiance, than he lesolved to attempt it, not covertly, hut by 
open hostility With this view, having musteied the foices of his own govern- 
ments, and increased them by levies fiom the Mahiattas and othei Deccan chiefs 

among whom he had 
any influence, he at 
once made his appeal - 
ance m the field, and 
that tlieie might he 
no doubt as to Ins 
intentions, sent Hosen 
Ins defiance The tual 
of stiengtli thus pio- 
voked was 
decided Daoud, act- 
ing with Ins usual im- 
petuosity, commenced 
the battle with a 
charge, hefoie which 
those opposed to linn 
weie fleeing panic- 
stiuck, when he fell, pieiced tin ought the hi am with a bullet The fortune of 
the day was immediately leversed, and Hosen saw Ins tlneatened defeat con- 
\ cited into a complete victoiy 

While Daoud Khan Damn and Nizam-ul-Moolk governed m the Deccan, the 
Mahiattas, eithei disti acted by internal dissensions, oi satisfied with the advan- 
tageous peace w Inch they had extorted, gave little trouble The aspect of afians 
v as now changed Hosen, offended at the assistance which they had given to 
lu> enemies and deeming lumselt stiong enough to put them down by mam 
foice was not at all dissatisfied when the pioceedmgs of one of then leading 
ducts ga\e lnm good giound foi interfering This chief, whose family name 
was Dab in, b\ e->t iblislung a line ot foi tilled villages m Candeisli, had become 
the tenm of caimans and ti at tilers along the lnglnoad leading fiom the Dec- 
cm to Surat A diong detidunent which Hosen <-ent against lnm met with 

— O 

little oh-tniction, and maidied on unconscious of dangei till it became entangled 
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in ravines The Hahrattos true to their mode of -warfare had po sessed them \ n 1 19 
sel\ es of every possible outlet and almost (very man of the detachment perished 
by the sword or vv as made prisoner The whole of the Mahratta confederacy 
was now m motion and Hosen fearing that lie might be in\ ol\ ed m an inter 
mmable and inglorious warfare at the aery time when lus presence was impera 
trvely required at Delhi hastily concluded a peace ivith Salio which. confirmed 
lnm in the possession of a larger extent of territory than the Mahrattas had e\ei 
possessed before and sanctioned the le\yin 0 not only of the chout but of the 
sti deamuki or an additional tenth of the whole remaining rev enue throughout 
the Deccan The only return which Salio made for these concessions was an 
agreement to guarantee the country from future depre dations to furnish a con 
tm^ent of lo 000 for the maintenance of the public tranquillity and to pay an 
annual tribute of ten lacs of rupees (£100 000) 

Firokshir while aware that lus own intrigues had in a manner compelled d t t i 
Hosen to conclude this disgraceful treaty refused to ratify it The quarrels f k»hit 
which ensued hastened the crisis F irokslur had he possessed any degree of g 5 ^ 
steadiness and energy might eosilv ha\e found in the chiefs who envied or hated 
the Seyeds a combination powerful enough to free him fiom their g tiling yoke 
His father in law Apt Sing Rajah of Marwar Jei Sin 0 Rajah of Amber Sirbu 
land Ivhan governor of Behar ind Nizam ul Moolk who considering himself 
exded at Moradabad was pimng for higher employment w ere all ready to hav e 
lent their u<l Instead of taking proper measures to court it he onlv ilienated 
them by the preference shown to unworthy favourites and hence when the 
period for a decisive trial arrived found himself almost totally abandoned 
Alarmed at the dangers by which he was beset lie now consult! d only Ins fears 
and endeavoured by abject submission to obtain at least a respite Fven this 
was denied and after some attempts at a rescue by a few partisans who still 
adhered to him in the capital the Seyeds dragged lnm forth from Ins hiding 
place in the seraglio and cvused lnm to be privately put to death in Feb 1*719 

The brothers Hosen All and Abd Ulah Rlian were now absolute masters M h m a 
of the government and might at once have put an end for ever to the Mogul ti> 
dy nasty This was probably for themselves the safest course winch they could u 10 
have adopted but its boldness deterred them and thev set up first one voung 
prince of the blood and then another By a singular fatality both died it is said 
not by violence but naturally within six months A third was found of more 
robust constitution and mounted the throne with the title of Mahomed Slnh 
The Sey eds ev idently contemplated a continuance of their arbitrary rule 
but symptoms of opposition were soon manifested m various quarters and were 
rather encouraged than repressed by a timid and v acillating policv on the part 
of the government It would indeed seem from the timid measures of the 
brothers that they were conscious of having fillen greatly in public opinion 
and felt the ground slipping from beneath their feet With some of the earlier 
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ad 1719 rebels against then authoiity, they found little difliculty m effecting a com- 
pionnse It was otheiwise -when Ni/am-ul-Moolk began to bestn lnmself 
lie had been m communication with Fatokshn's pally , but, on seeing how little 
confidence could be placed in that fickle monaich, had grveli m his adhesion to 
the Seyeds He expected that they v ould has e 1 cw ai ded him with the go\ em- 
inent of the Deccan, and was much dissatisfied on iecei\ mg only that ol Main all 
Even lieie the Seyeds deemed him too loimidable, and they endeu\ omed to 
lemove him by piessmg on Ins acceptance any one of the fom goi einments of 
Allahabad, Agia, Candeish, and IMoultan He leinsed, and at the same tune, 
consideung it unnecessaiy any longei to dissemble, piepaied to legist a thieat- 
ened attempt to oust him by foice An open ruptuie ensued, and Ni/am-ul- 
Moolk pioceeded to execute a scheme which lie had long been meditating 
Instead of lemaimng m Malwuli, he ciossed the Neibudda gained po^ession by 
foice 01 bnbeiy of scvcial impoitant places signally defeatid two aimics that 
weie sent against lum, obtained the adhesion of mam, chiefs, came to an undei- 
standin" w ith the Malu att.is, and w as soon \ n tually mastei of the w hole Deccan 
sizamui His success had been gieatly aided by 7 a comse of liitngue which had again 
t!ie°i)cccui commenced at the comb ol Delhi Mahomed Shah, like his pi edeces-oi Faiok- 
slm, was bent on tin owing off the yoke of the Scuds The ie\olt of Ki/am-ul- 
Moolk seemed to piomise the means, and that ambitious chief was accordingly 
made awaie that he could not do the empeioi a gioatei sen ice than by pcisist- 
mg in the comse winch ho had so successfully begun r J’he Seyeds, peifectly 
awaie of the dangeious position m which they stood, weie peiplexcd how to 
act, and lost much piecious time before they weie able to decide The final 
resolution was, that Hosen, canymg the empeioi and seveial of the suspected 
nobles along with him, should make the campaign of the Deccan against Nizam- 
ul-Moolk, while Abdallah should oveiawe the disaffected by r lesidmg and main- 
taining a stiong foice m the capital. 

Downfall Meantime a conspnacy, to winch the empeioi himself was pi ivy, had been 
seyeds formed Its object was to get lid of the Seyeds at all events, by any* means 
liowevei atiocious At the head of this conspnacy w r eie Mahomed Ameei 
Klian, a nobleman of Tuiki ougm, who, while ostensibly opposed to the em- 
peioi’s party'-, was deep m Ins confidence, and Saadut Khan, who, ongmally a 
mei chant of Klioiasan, lose to impoitance by Ins militaiy talents, and ultimately 7 
became the piogemtor of the Kings of Oude The mode by 7 which the conspna- 
tois pioposed to effect then object was a baibaious assassination It was not 
difficult to find both an agent and an opportunity 7 As Hosen was proceeding 
to the Deccan m his palanquin, a Calmuck, of the name of Meei Heidei, ap- 
proached with a petition, and while Hosen w 7 as leading it, diew a daggei and 
stabbed him to the heart The whole camp was immediately tin own into com- 
motion, and ultimately divided into two hostile bodies — the one composed of the 
adherents of the Seyeds, and the othei of the adheients of the eonspuators 
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The latter now openly countenanced by the emperor who placed himself at adi 
their head proved victorious and dro\e the former from the field Abdallah 
who w is onlj on his way to Delhi when the intelligence reached lnm endea 
\oured to maintain the struggle by setting up a new soaereign in the person of 



one of the princes confined m the capital and mustering a large mmy It was 
however m a great measure undisciplined and when the final < ncounter took 
place offered little more than a show of resistance Abdallah was tal en pn 
soner hut contrary to the usual practice on such occasions was not put to 
death Mahomed Shah returned to Delhi and not at all abashed at the atro 
cious means which he had employed made a pompous celebration of his reco\ ered 
authority 

-The office of viziei conferred at first on Mahomed Ameer Jihan as a reward i 
for heading the conspiracy was on Ins sudden death reserved for Nizam ul w 
Moolk He was still m the Deccan and found so much employment m settling, 
its affairs that nearlv two vears elapsed before he reached Delhi On his arm al 
in January 1722 he fiund everything m disorder Mahomed Shah occupied 
onlv with Ins pleasures acted at the dictation of a favourite mistress who had 
acquired such an ascendency o\er him that she ■was allowed to keep his private 
signet and use it for her own purposes His principal counsellors were y oun Q 
men -whose only qualification was companionship with their master in his revels 
Nizam ul Mooli who still retained the austere habits acquired in the court of 
Aurungzebe soon became disgusted. Not only were all his reforms thwarted 
hut his personal appearance and manners so different from those of the youthful 
courtiers were held up to ridicule for their master s special amusement He 
was not the man to tolerate these rude and insultin 0 liberties and it was not 

Jh 11 <3ar pal nq unz ed by r j b and w althy prs It c e dutli ilk mb J d with 
C Id i 
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ad irii long befoie I lie empeioi and Ins u/iri who mntunlh dt-mom to put It h 
needless to dwell on the plots and count* 1 plots to whuh this in ling ga\c n-f< 
Suffice it to say, that m Octobei, 1723, the m/iu * * nt in Ins leignntmn, and 
set out loi the Deccan Ostensibly time wits no quasi* 1 , foi tin nrpitoi,irt 
accepting the resignation, huislnd on Ni/atm u!-Mo<>]l tin Ingle 3 honour < 
winch a subject could iern\e Tt was not long, hov t \ei, la Ton tin rnuut\ 
innkhng nt his hem t was fnll\ nnnifl <t*d Mobui/ Khan, tin h«al go\<nior 
of Ilydeinhad, pioceednig on institutions from Dt Hu coIIm t* d a pow<rtul 
aimyfoi the a\owed purposi of t vt» nduig In i ov n authority o\<r t!.« who!** 
Decc.ni Ni/nm-ul-Moolk, w hose skill as a diplomat t >f ua< at ha r <qud to In-, 
piowess as a soldiei, had it com <c to m g'diutmi, and huing piolnu t*d it t'll 
Ins piepuvations w etc « omplet* , d* h it* *1 Mobui/ mhitth, s!* v. him, and afie t- 
1 H 2 lgnninnce ol the instigation v. lmh lmd In * n gt\» n tiom D> Hit > nt his lead 
to the empeioi as a tiophy 

w-iimtu When Xi/ini-ul-Moolk man lad <>fl to tin Dm* >n h* % a>> in p > - non oi 
wmihVint the goieinments of both Malwah and fiuji rat lb w.i. iorm.dly nmoud tn*m 
\!i Mwi'" them, and took his ie\erige by encoui tiring incur ton, oi tin Mahrittss who, 
notwithstanding paitial upulst it id dm mg the rajalelup of S iho, continued 
to make nipid pmgios-, Tlie m.itn uisttmntnts of tins au > , v li<* tin rnjnhs 
two ministers — first, B.dnjee Wisw.iu.it, who, ougmalh the act omit mt of a dii- 
tnct of the Conran, became the fotindu oi the Biahuun dui ist\ oi Iknhwas, 
and next, Ins son Bujoc R in, who, ufn i Sewjr e, ranks as the ahlr -,1 h ulu whom 
the Malnattu nation has pioducsd Ba!a|ee, hi ion. his (hath m 1720, had 
obtained fiom Mahomed Shah a latiticatmu of the tionty made with Uomi 
All dining the icign of Faiokslm , and Bajee Bao, following in his fatlu i s steps, 
had not only consolidated the lights oi chout and sndesimiki ptewously ac- 
ipuied, but mtioduced them into piOMiices wheie they hud nc\oi hefoie heen 
levied 

Progress of Tins extension of Mnhiuttu now ei had, as ahtnd\ obsened, been jmtli 

MMirntti * v 1 

power owong to Ni/am-ul-Moolk, who, m lcvcnge foi Ins i omo\ :d fiom Malwub and 
Gujeiat, had encomaged the Malnattas to imade them His policy in the Dee- 
can, which he now ieg.ii (led as Ins own independent kingdom was dictated In 
opposite motives, Ins gieat object hoie being to coniine the Mahintta powei and 
influence wntlun as nanow limits ns possible With this \iew, shoitly aftei his 
victoiy ovei Mobam in 1721, he dcxteiously .nailed lumsclf of the disputed 
succession by which the Mahiatta counsels had long been disti acted Salio, 
undei the able mimstiy of Bajee Rao, had established a complete ascendency 
ovei Ins nval Samba, and confined lnm to a compm atn ely insignificant distnet 
lying neai the western coast to the south of Snttavnh Still, howei ei, Samba 
was equally with Salio himself lecogm/ed as lajah , and theie was at least plau- 
sibility in. the answei of ISTizam-ul-Moolk, when, without denying his obligation 
to pay chout and sudesmuki foi the Deccan, he asked which oi the two i.ijahs 
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had the legal right to it and called upon them to exhibit their respectiv e claims a d i 
S alio indignant at the -very suggestion of a doubt on such a subject disdained 
to give any explanation and sent Bajee Rao at the head of a numerous arm} 
to compensate himself by plunder for the more regular revenue -which was 
withheld Nizam ul 

Hoolk had prepared for — ‘ " __ _ — 

this result and along g: ^ ' . , - — " gp| 

with Samba who had ^ 

advanced to the relief |~~ ^ # i X Jj 

of Boorhanpoor which ^ 

The first effect of this ^ ii 

advance was to send the 

After a short time spent yr- — • —-■dr' 

in pillaging it they BoowUNTooit. -From Elliott V w intb East 

again suddenly made 

their appearance in the Deccan and ultimately reduced Nizam ul Moolk to 
such straits that ho was glad to buy them off by h irml ating concessions His 
experience of the kind of enemy he had to deal with left him little inclination 
to provoke a renewal of the contest and though he did on more than one 
occasion ( ndeav our to weaken their power bv sowing dissensions among 
them he came at last to a thorough understanding with Bajee and entered 
into a formal agreement by which he undertook to protect Bajee s interests 
m the Deccan while the latter was ravaging Malwah ind extending lus 




Booiui-otoor — F rom Elliott V 



Joo room.— From Todd An tRs&sth 


authont} over other 
portions of the Mogul 
dominions 

Bajee Rao easil} 8 fc J p* 
found a pretext for this by b jeo 
mv osion Tlie graut of 
chout m Gujerat 1 ad 
been revoked and Sir 
buland Klnn who liad 
consented to it was 
recalled from the gov 
eminent to make waj 
for a successor in Abhi 


Sing Rajah of Joodpoor The Mogul court in making tins appointment m 
f iv our of a rajah who to other infamies had recent!} added that of murdering 
lus father Apt bmg was indue need clnefl} by the expectation that lus own 
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ad 17)4 lesoiuces would enable lum to make head against the Malnattas lie xvas fai 
fiom fulfilling tins expectation The Malnatta Pilajec Guicoxxai, ancestoi of 
the Guicoxxai family still luling m Gujeiat, lesistcd all lus efloils to expel lum, 
but was at last, at Abln Sing’s instigation, basely assassinated Nothing was 
gained by the atiocity, foi it only exa^pei ated the Malnattas to such a pitch 
that, not satisfied with ovenmnnng Gujeiat, they earned then i ax ages to Jood- 
pooi, and made the l.vjah glad to compound xuth the loss of Gujei.it lor the 
safety of his heieditaiy state 

Successes of In Malwah, xx-heie the Malnattas xvcic headed by IBajec Rao in person, then 

mjilbui, aims xveie equally tuumphant, and the Mogul go\ eminent, altei seveial inef- 
fectual expedients, tacitly concuned in the sunendei of the pi o vince to the 
Peishxva m 1731 Tins nnpoitant concession, so fai fiom satisfying Ins ambi- 
tion, only made it moie giaspmg, and in piopoition as the x\ eakness of Ins 
adx r eisanes xvas disclosed, he lose m Ins demands, and insisted not meiely on 
levying the cliout, but on holding, m lull light, as a jaghne, the piovince ol 
Malwah, and the xxhole countiy south of the Clnimbul, togelhei xuth the cities 
of Muttra, Allahabad, and Bennies Mahomed Shah, alanned aboxe mcasuie 
by this nexv demand, exaded it foi a tunc by tempou/ing, and endeavouied to 
induce the Malnatta to xvithdiaxv it by gixing him a light to lex-}' tubute on 
the Rajpoots, and to mciease the amount of that alieady exigible fiom the Dec- 
can This last giant cost the empeioi nothing, and x\as ieg.ii ded as a stioke 
of good policy, because its natuial tendenc) xvas to set the Malnattas and Nizam- 
ul-Moollc at x'auance In tins lespeet it xx'as not altogethei a faihne, as it diexx 
Nizam ul-Moolk’s attention to his tine position, and convinced him that he had 
much moie to feai fiom the Malnattas than fiom the Mogul Undei the influ- 
ence of this conxnction, he adopted a nexv system of policy, and lesummg fuendly 
communications with Mahomed Shah, undei took to employ all Ins poxvei in 
piotectmg him against the encioachments of the Malnattas 
He threaten j Tins engagement was not alloxved to lemam long as a dead lettei In 1737, 

at the very time xvhen it xvas enteied into, Bajee Rao xvas adx-ancmg on the 
Mogul capital The only check he sustained xvas m the defeat, by Saadut Khan, 
governor of Oude, of Malliui Rao Holkai, the foundei of the Iiolkai family, xx-ho 
with a maiaudmg paity was lavaging the countiy beyond the Jumna Tins 
defeat elated the Moguls, xvlio magnified it into a discomfituie of the lihole 
Mahratta aimy, which was lepiesented as m full letieat to the Deccan When 
Bajee Rao was mfouned of these vain boastings, he simply lemaiked that he 
would soon show the empeior he was still m Hmdoostan He was as good as 
his woid Suddenly quitting the Jumna, and leaving the Mogul aimy which 
had been sent to oppose him mactix r e before Muttia, he hastened on by foiced 
matches, and never halted till he piesented himself befoie the gates of Delhi . 
The expedition, howevei, appeals to have been undei taken latliei m a spmt 
of biavado than xvith any serious design of attempting the captuie of the city, 
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for after a few da}s he disappeared and encamped at a considerable distance at> 1 33 
Meanwhile the consternation produced b} lus presence caused hast} messages 
to be despatched to ever} quarter from which relief might be expected and 
while the "Vizier Ivomr u din Khan who had formed 1 junction with Saadut 
Khan was advancing from lus encampment at Muttra Nizam ul Moolk also 
hastened fiom the Deccan Bajee Kao true to the Mahratta tactics avoided 
an encounter and by a precipitate retreat soon placed the Nerbudda between 
himself and Ins pursuera. 

Nizam ul Moolh notwithstanding Bajees departure contmued his march tob« 1 
Delhi where on lus arrival he was invested with full powers to adopt whatever <j rat 
measures might be necessary for the safttj of the empire and his eldest son ® ' 
Gliazi u din was appointed governor both of Malwah and Gujerat So low Imd ere “ 
the Mogul resources now fillen that after Ins utmost efforts the arm} undei 
Ins command did not exceed 34 000 men. With this army and a reserve com 
manded b} the nephew of Saadut Khan lie set out in search of the Mahrattas 
and proceeding, southward past Seronge took up a position mar the fort of 
Bhopaul, while Bajee Rao crossed the Nerbudda and advanced to meet him 
As Nizam ul Moolh was outnumbered by the Mahrattas but possessed a power 
ful artillery while the} were almost entirely aestitute of it he deemed it 
advisable to retain Ins position and act on the detensive With an ordinary 
enemy this might have been expedient but with the enemy with whom he had 
now to deal it was a decided blunder The Mahrattas keeping carefull} be} end 
the leach of his artillery commenced their usual 8} stem by laying waste the 
surrounding country and cutting off his supplies This they did so effectually 
that no alternative w as left lum but to commence a retreat As may be sup 
posed it was onl} a senes of disasters and he was obliged to make a peace 
by which he conceded all the demands of the Peishwa and bound lnms< If to 
pay him £o00 000 bterhng This humiliating peace concluded in February 
1738 was only the forerunner of a fir moie overwhelming calamity 

The Persian dvnastv of the Soplns or Safms after existing foi two centu Pit 1 
nes became so degenerate as to fill an easy prey to the Afghans of Kandahar Pcts 
in 1722 when on the capture of Ispahan after a dreadful siege Shah Hosen 
the last Soplu went forth with his principal courtiers in deep mournin^ and 
with his own hand placed the diadem on the head of Mahmood lus Klulji 
conqueror It had been n om by the new monarch only for two } ears when 
he died raving mad and was succeeded by lus nepliew Ashref who was no 
sooner seated on the throne than he was called to struggle against both foreign 
and internal foes The Turks and Ru sians leagued together to dismember 
the kingdom and share it between them advanced the one from the west and 
the other from the north with powerful armies while Tahmasp who had made 
his estipe from Ispahan when his father Shah Hosen was obliged to surrendei 
had mustered a bod} of retainers and announced Ins determination to make 
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ad 1-37 good Ins claim to the ciown winch Ins nnccstoi s had so long worn Of these 
vanous combatants, it might have been supposed that the links and Tiussians, 
fiom the supenoiity of then discipline, v ould be the most formidable It 
pioved otherwise Aslnef compelled the Tuiks, aftei icpeated defeats, to 
acknowledge Ins title, and, befoic he had measiued his stiength with the 
Russians, had the satisfaction to learn that the death of the c/ai had induced 
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them to withdiaw Tahmasp alone lemamed, and was not to be so easily 
disposed of In himself he was not \eiy formidable, but foitune had chawn to 
Ri'oofjiidir his standaid one of the gieatest vnuiois whom Persia has esei pioduced This 
was Nadu Kouli, who began life as the head of a band of fieebooleis, and at 
last, aftei fleeing Ins coimtiy fiom a foieign oke, became the usurpei of its 
tin one Yictoiy scarcely evei failed to attend him , and by devteiously plaung 
the two leading Afghan tubes, the Khiljies and the Abdalcen 01 Dooianees, 
against each othci, succeeded m crushing both Patnotism seemed for a time 
to be Ins luhng passion, and Tahmasp, as the legitimate monarch, ascended the 
Peisian tin one, but patnotism was eventually supplanted b} r ambition, and 
Nadu, unable to brook a supenoi, fust declaied the tin one vacant, and then 
took possession of it m Ins own name m 1737, alleging that he had been called 
to it by the populai voice 

of India" 15101 ' Hencefoitli know a as Nadir Shah, he icsohed to pursue his caieei of 

victory, and proceeding eastward, at the head 
^uoi^cunSii of an anny of 80,000 men, laid siege to Kan- 

J dahar It originally belonged to the Persian 

monaicliy, but had been wiested fiom it, and 
- was now in possession of the Tthiljies It 

was valiantly defended, and stood seveial 
“ - assaults befoie it was taken The captuie of 
~ Kandahai and conquest of the adjoining tem- 
- toiy made Peisia conterminous with India 
_ t Nadu Shah, as he looked eastwaul into the 

® valley of the Indus, and beheld a mighty 

f§§:J <§! f / s'i empne tom by intestine wars and totteung 

""T 1 * S mus ^ l iave been stiongly tempted, 

-- /,-ljii- ~~ if not to become its conqueior, to obtain a 
shaie m its spoils He had abeady some 
giound of quanel with its government 

Nadir Shah — From Fraser s Hist of Nadir Shall .. 

Dining the siege of Kandahai, not only had 
an application which he made for the delivery of some Afghans who had taken 
lefuge within its temtory been treated with neglect, but even the validity of 
Ins title to the Peisian crown had been called m question Instead of wasting 
time m unavailing remonstrance, he took amoie effectual mode of expressing 
his resentment by seizing upon Cabool The couit of Delhi ought now to have 
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been fully alive to the danger but months passed away dunn 0 winch Nadir was ad i ss 
left to settle Ins conquest and make new preparations The actual invasion 
seemed indeed to Ime become impossible at least for one season for the winter 
was approaching and it was never dreamed that he would commence a cam 
paign which in its very hrst operations would expose him to the rigours of a 
mountainous country and the assaults of its warlike inhabitants How great 
then must have been the consternation when it was learned that all these 
supposed impossibilities had been overcome and that Nadir after crossing the 
Indus by a bridge of boats m November 1738 had advanced into the Punjab 
at the head of a mighty army 5 

Great os was the danger so tardily were the means of defence provided sm 
that Nadir for the first time came in sight of the Indian army after he liad Mogul 
leached the bulks of the Jumna and was within 100 miles of the Mogul 
capitaL Here in the neighbourhood of Camoul Nizam ul Moolk to whom the 
chief command was intrusted occupied a fortified camp Just at the time 
when Nadir was approachm 0 Saadut Khan nmv ed w ith a reinforcement from 
Oude and the battle immediately commenced The Indians consisting for the 
most part of raw lev les were no match for the Persian \ eterans and after little 
more than a show of resistance were signally discomfited Mahomed Shah 
deeming all further resistance hopeless sent Nizam ul Moolk to make his sub 
mission and then repaired in person to the Persian camp He was courteously 
received but was not permitted to attempt negotiation as Nadir Shah conscious 
of being complete master had determined to dictate his terms within the walls 
of Delhi Thither therefoie the two monarclis proceeded the one as a miser 
able captive the other as a conqueror m triumphant procession at the head of 
his victorious army The entrance took place in the beginning of March 1730 

NadiT Shah took up his residence with Mahomed Shah at the palace and o 
appears from the careful arrangements which he made for the maintenance of 
discipline and the protection of the inhabitants to hav e meditated no greater 
severity than the levy of a very heavy contribution This mild intention if 
he had it was frustrated by the inhabitants themselves. On the very second 
day hastily believing a rumour of Nadir Shah s death they broke through all 
restraint and commenced an indiscriminate massacre of the Persians at their 
various isolated stations throughout the city The shah was furious and forth 
with issued orders for a fearful retaliation From sunrise to sunset the city was 
given up to the fury of 20 000 soldiers and lust rapine and slaughter raged 
in their most horrific forms Tins was only a deed of vengeance Nadirs own 
claims still remained to be satisfied and the work of confiscation and plunder 
was carried on for weeks without interruption The Peacock Throne formed 
an impoitant item m the spoils At the most moderate estimate the amount 
earned off m monev plate and jewels could not be less than £30 000 000 
sterling 
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a d 1740 Aftei possessing Delhi duiing fifty-eight days Nadu Shall departed, leaving 
it a scene of wretchedness and desolation The tenor of the capital had spread 
N-ubr shall s mto the provinces, the government was paralyzed, and the people lemained 
departure gun ^. m a p mc j 0 f g^upoi The Mahrattas might now have completed then- 

conquests, but even they were oveiawed by the suddenness and extent of the 
geneial calamity Bajee Rao, adverting to it, expiessed himself thus “ Our 
domestic quanels aie now insignificant , tlieie is but one enemy m Hmdoostan ” 
" Hindoos and Mussulmans the whole power of the Deccan must assemble ” 
These feelings of alarm soon began to subside, and the elements of disunion 
weie again at woik At the court of Delhi old animosities resumed all theif 
foimer bitterness A powerful faction, composed of Tuilu, 01 as they were 
called Tooianee nobles, and headed by the Viziei Kami-u-dm Khan and Nizam- 
ul-Moolk, endeavouied to absorb the leading offices of the state, and even hold 
the empeior himself m subjection to then wishes, while then- enemies weie 
n um erous and powerful enough to wage a constant stiuggle foi ascendency 
Rival Feeble and discoidant counsels were the necessary lesult, and no bond of union 

factions at _ 

Deiin existed among the numeious dependencies still belonging nominally to the 
Mogul empne In point of fact, the Mahiattas were now the most powerful 
nation on the Indian continent, and had the best prospect of becoming its 
ultimate masters Even they, however, weie not fiee fiom difficulties Sabo, 
the nominal head of the government, had been deprived of all real power, and 
leduced to a mere ciphei Several of the chiefs who willingly acknowledged 
his authority, were not disposed to yield the same submission to the usurpations 
of the Peishwa, and stood ready to avail themselves of the first favourable 
opportunity of either le-establislnng the lajah 01 asserting then own indepen- 
dence Bajee Rao, well aware of the piecanous position in which he stood, was 
obliged to regulate his policy accoidmgly, and often abandoned the course winch 
lus judgment approved foi that which his own immediate interest seemed to 
lequne Befoie the Mogul government lecovered from the shock given to it 
by Nadir Shah, he might easily have established the complete ascendency of his 
nation by mustenng Ins forces and marching at once upon the capital Instead 
of this, he suddenly witlidiew into the Deccan The only apparent inducement 
was, that he might be able moie effectually- to watch the pioceedmgs of his 
countrymen, Ragojee Bosla and the Guicowai of Gujerat, who weie plotting his 
oveithiow Of his feelings while thus employed he himself gave the following 
account “I am involved m difficulty, m debt, and m disappointments, and 
like a man ready to swallow poison Near the lajah aie my enemies, and should 
I go at this time to Sattaiah they will put their feet on my breast I should 
nnii of be thankful if I could meet death” This solemn event was neaier than he 

11-1)1.0 Rio 

imagined, for he died shortly aftei, on the 28th of Apul, 1740, as he was 
letuimng to Hmdoostan 

Bajee Rao left tluee sons, the eldest of whom, Balajee Rao, succeeded linn 
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is Peishwa The succession would have been disputed but foitunately for adu 
him Ragojee Bosla bis most formidable opponent was absent with lus army m 
the Carnatic on an expedition on which Bajee Pao had despatched him mainly 
lor the purpose of preventing him from plotting mischief neaier home On 
hearing of B ijee s death he hastened bach to Sattarah but as he came without 
his army and found the _ 

Guicowar and the pr ti- 
nt d/n or delegate of the 
rajah on whose co opera 
tion he had calculated 
unprepared or indisposed 
to second him he was 
obliged to abandon all 
thou 0 ht of opposition 
at least till a more 
favourable opportunity 
should arise The death 
of Bajee Rao and the time necessary to enable Balajee to secure lnmself in ’“i* £ 
Ins new seat gave Mahomed Shah a short respite from actual warfare It was tn iio^i 
only a respite for the clouds of another storm were again gathering thick around nJrir ° 
lnm and indeed from so many quarters that it was difficult to say from winch 
it was destined first to come On the one hand Balajee Rao advancing into 
Mai wall insisted that this province should in terns of the treaty winch had been 
made with Nizam ul Moolk but which had never received the imperial s motion 
be formally confirmed to lum on the other hand the Rolnllas a recent Afghan 
colony occupying the tract which from them still bt am the name of Rohilcund 
hid begun under in ible leader of the name of Ah Mahomed to assume in 
alarming appearance In themselves indeed the RohiUas were not so numerous 
vs to be very formidable but they belonged to the warlike race which had 
repeatedly devastated the fairest provinces of India and the danger apprehended 
was that in the event of a new invasion fiom the west they would league with 
their countrymen. Hie idea of such an invasion was by no means chimerical. 

Tver since the visit of Nadir Shall who on retiring declared the Indus to he 
the eastern boundary of the Persian monarchy it had been threatened and in 
consequence of recent political changes in Persi i it was becoming a cert unty 

Nadir Shah perished by the hands of assassins in June 1747 He had f 
latterly become a cruel tyrant and deser\ed his fate though it was not so much 
lus cruelty as lus form of Mahometan faith that prov oked it He was a Sun 
mte while the Persi ins w ere zealous Slintes. The repugnance between them 
•w as therefore mv incible and his death w as the work of Persian conspirators. 

But the same cau. e winch made the Persians abhor his rule was its greatest 
r commendation to the Afghans, who like him were Sunnites and de\ otedly 
lot I 51 
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ad ms attached to his seivice Accoidmgly the Abdul ecs, headed by then hei editary 
chief, Alimed Khan, on healing of the conspnacy, had hastened to the lescue, 
and, aftei finding that they wei e a day too late, fought then w ay tlnough the 
hostile Peisian's, and succeeded m leaching then own country Ahmed Khan 
iiiaa of vs immediately declaied himself independent, changed the name of Ins tube fiom 
AMiiM h Abdalee to Dooianee, and befoie a yeai elapsed w .is cion nod Icing at ICandaliai 
Eie long Balkh, Scmde, Cashmeie, and otbei pio\mces, acknowledged Ins s\\a\ 
His ambition w r as not yet satisfied, and lie looked lound loi new fields of con 
quest Both the west and east lay befoie linn, but \ai ions leasons induced him 
to piefei the lattei The left bank of the Indus was ahead} m his powci , and 
among otliet temptations to cioss this uvei and commence an Indian campaign, 
was the fact that a civil wai w r as lagmg m the Punjab m consequence of the 
levolt of its Mogul govemoi Little opposition was made, and Ahmed, aftei 
captiumg many towns, including Lahoie, the capital, ai lived at the Sutle| 
On the otliei side lay a Mogul auny, commanded b) Pi nice Ahmed, the hen 
appaient, and Kami-u-dm Khan, the u/iei The Abdalee foice, though not 
musteimg 12,000 men, ciossed the nvei by selecting a spot which, fiom not 
being foldable, was not waitched, and, hastening on to Sulnnd, made a noli 
captme of stoies and baggage This bold movement so intimidated the Moguls, 
that notwithstanding then supeuonty m numbers, they stood on the defensne, 
and even foimed an entienclied camp This course, dictated by excessnc 
timidity, was the wisest winch they could have pursued The Dooianees had no 
alternative but to letieat, oi hazaicl a battle undei the most tlisadc antageous 
cncumstances They chose the lattei and sustained a defeat, but took advan- 
tage of the night to escape 

Death of The Mogul viziei had fallen, and the Mogul punce was pi evented fiom 
sinh following up Ins victoiy, by the intelligence that the succession to the ciown 
had opened to him by the death of his fathei m April, 174S Mahomed Shah 
thus ended a reign, lemaikable only foi its length, dui mg a most disastious 
penocl Punce Alimed, hencefoith known by the title of Ahmed Shah, imme- 
diately repan eel to Delhi, and Ins Afghan namesake, now distinguished fiom 
him by the name of Ahmed Shah Dooianee, instead of continuing his retieat, 
stopped short, and did not quit the Punjab till lie had made it ti lbutaiy This 
however, did not satisfy linn Aftei a shoit absence be letiuned, and insisted 
on a foimal cession of the whole piovmce As he was able to take it by foice, 
it was deemed good policy to make a ment of necessity, and give lnm all he 
asked This concession may seive to chaiacteiize Ahmed Shah's shoit and 
icgiouous mglonous reign The office of vizier, first ofieied to Nizam -ul-Moolk, who 

reign of Ah 

mad shah declined it, and died almost immediately aftei, in 1748, was confeued on 
Suftler Jung, who had succeeded lus fathei, Saadut Khan, as govemoi of Oude 
He soon gave proof of his unfitness, by undertaking an expedition against the 
Rolnllas, and so mismanaging it as to allow them to penetiate to Allahabad, 
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and set the whole Mogul power at defimce In this emergency he could devise ad r?5« 
no better remedy than to call in the aid of the Mahrattas who indeed drove 
out the Kohillas but compensated themselves by establishing a right to levy 
the chout over all the territory that they conquered. After i course of intrigue 
and crime Sufder Jun D was supplanted in the royal favour by Gliazi u din one 
of Nizam ul Moolhs grandsons an unprincipled jouth familiar with perfidy 
and murder Like Sufder he employed the Mahrattas to extricate himself from 
difficulties and ultimately succeeded by these means in Juty 1754 in sewing 
the person of his sovereign Ahmed Shah and raising to the throne a young 
prince of the blood who assumed the title of Alumgeer 

Alumgeer — or as he is often called Alumgeer II to distinguish him from ^ e* f ^ 
Aurungzebe who used the same title in all regular documents — usually closes 
the list of Mogul sovereigns who actually held the reins of government I or 
this reason more than any other he is entitled to a brief notice When he 
was raised to the throne Sufder Jung was still nominally vizier On Ins 
death which happened soon after he was succeeded bj his son Shuja u Dowlah 
in the government of Oude but the viziership was immediately appropriated b} 

Ghazi u din under whose mismanagement nothing but additional confusion and 
disaster could be anticipated. By treacherously seizing the infant successor of 
the governor of the Punjab whom Ahmed Shah Dooranee had appointed he 
provoked the vengeance of this formidable foe who having crossed the Indus 
did not halt till he had made himself master of Delhi and inflicted on this ill 
fated city a renewal oi the calamities which it had suffered from Nadir Shah. So 
low had the authority of the sovereign now f illen that Alumgeer is said to liav e 
besought Ahmed not to leave him to the mere} of his vizier Accordingly on 
departing he endeavoured to provide a kind of counterpoise b} giving the 
command of the artnv to an able Rohilla chief of the name of Najib u Dowlah 
Ghazi u dm only waited till Ahmed w is out of India and then endeav oured to 
set Najib aside in order to make way for one of Ins own creatures Meeting with 
a resistance which he was unable to overcome he again called in the aid of the 
Mahrattas who advanced from Malwnh under Ragoba the second son of Bajee 
Rao entered Delhi and after spending a month in the siege of the fortified 
palace compelled Alumgeer to reinstate Ghazi u dm in all Ins former authority 

As usual the Mahrattas took good care to be fully compensated for their Th m x t 
service Feelm 0 that no effectual resistance could be offered they set no limits m j b 
to their ambition and openlj talked of extending their conquests o\ ei the whole 
of Hindoost in. The Punjab first attracted their attention and Ragoba learning 
that it was feeblv governed bj Timour a son of Ahmed Shah Dooranee marched 
at once to Lahore gained possession of it in May 1758 and continuing his 
triumphant career so intimidated the Dooranees that they retired bej ond the 
Indus without risking a battle The Mahrattas next engaged in a si mil r 
attempt to subjugate Oude but were met with spint by Shuja u Dowlah who 
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in league with the RoliiUas, inflicted a seveie loss on an isolated detachment, 
and diove it acioss the Ganges D.atajce Scmdia, the Mahiatta m command of 
the mam body, deemed it expedient to come to tei ms, and a kind of peace, not 
intended to lie long kept, was patched up 

One mam inducement to the peace was the rumouied appioach of Ahmed 
Shah Dooianee When Ins son Timoiu amved fiom the Punjab, lie was en- 
gaged m suppiessmg a levolt among the Beloochees This delayed him tiU 
Septembei, 1759, when he commenced a new Indian campaign by crossing 
the Indus at Peshawei, and contmiung Ins course to Sahaiunpooi, at some dis 
tance beyond the left bank of the Jumna While he was thus ads anting, 
Gliazi-u-dm lemembenng how Alumgeei laid forme) ly obtained the piotcction 
of Alnned, and neaily succeeded m expelling him fiom Ins \ i/iership w as detei- 
mmed not amain to urn a sinnlai lisle, and followed the course svlnch his cniel 
and perfidious natuie dictated, by causing the imliappy mon.uch to be assas- 
sinated m Novembei, 1759 Shah Alum, the hen appaient, w , is then absent in 
Bengal, and the new punce whom Ghazi-u-din seated on the tin one was nevei 
lecogmzed Theie was thus no ostensible sovcieign at Delhi , the Mogul ernpn e 
had ceased to exist 

When the Mogul empne was extinguished, tliegeneial expectation was that 
a Mahiatta empne would immediately anse on its nuns Ongmallv confined 
to a limited distuct m the Deccan, the Mnlnattas had estabhslied then ascen- 
dency in eveiy pait of India, possessing immense tiacts of temtoiy in absolute 
light, and levying heavy tnbute fiom neaily the whole of theiemamder One 
gieat obstacle to the establishment of a consolidated Mahiatta empne had been 
disunion among the membeis composing its confederacy Salio, its nommrl 
head, had been depuved of all leal powei by the Peishwa Latteily, indeed, 
he was unfit foi government, and died m a state of imbecility, m 1749 Tins 
event led to new complications, wlucli weie not arranged until many of tlie 
chiefs had acquired a kind of independence and become the foundeis of 
mmoi dynasties Among the more conspicuous of these weie Petajee Gnicowai 
m Gujeiat, Mulhai Rao Holkai, and Datajee Scmdia, wdio, by obtaining an 
assignment to neaily the whole levenues of Malwah, seemed the domimons winch 
still beai then name and aie possessed by then descendants Otliei chiefs w r ho 
have not left such permanent traces of then autlioi lty weie equally powei ful 
Ragojee Bosla and Ragoba Lave been alieady mentioned Anotliei, Sedashao 
Rao Bliao, or simply “the Bhao,” a cousin of the Peishwa Balajee, possessed 
gieat influence, but had been contented, while the othei chiefs w r eie piusu- 
mg distant conquests, to lemam m tlie Deccan as home mmistei -and com- 
mandei-m-cliief He was acting m this capacity when Ragoba letiuned fiom 
Ins campaign m the Punjab His success had not been obtained without a 
very heavy outlay, and the Bhao, on learning that, instead of bunging any 
sum into the tieasury, he had made it liable to a debt of neaily £1,000,000 
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sterling expressed his dissatisfiction bo strongly tint Iingoln was piqued and ad i * 
told lmn lie had better conduct the next expedition himself The Blmo elated 
b} some recent successes "which lmd somewhat increased the Maliratta territory 
and added larg 1} to its revenue was not disinclined to mail himself of an 
opportunity of ncquinn 0 new distinction. Treating Ra e ob v s taunt as if it had 
been a serious proposal he exchanged situations with him and assumed the 
chief command in Hindoostan 

The onty formidable enemy whom the Mahrottns had now to encounter was n« i 
m the field Ahmed Shall Doonnec after ncarty anmhilatin Q two separate 
Maliratta detachments the one commanded 1>} Ilolhar and the other b} Semdia M 
bad taken up a position at Anopshehcr situated on the right bank of the *** 
Ganges, sev enty three miles southeast of Delhi Ihc Bhao accompanied 1} 

\V isw as Rao the jouthful son niul 
heir of the Peishwa anil the leadin 0 
Maliratta chiefs ad\anced at the 
head of a numerous host without 
encountering serious opposition and 
ha\in Q gainul possession of the 
capital di. graced himself b} rapacity 
Palaces, tombs an<l slinnes were 
defaced for the sal e of their neli 
ornaments anti the sd\ er ceihn 0 of 
the hall of audience torn down was 
coined into rupees to the amount it 
A is aud of sev enteon lacs (£170 000) 

Ahm<d in addition to lus own 
Dooranecs was cordialty joined b} 
the Rolnllos and rather lul cw armty 
b} Slmja u Dowlali governor of 
Oudo who would willingly have 
remained neutral and afterwards made the most of the c\ ent b> taking part 
with the winning Bide As the contest however had assumed a religious 
aspect the Hindoos being ranged on one side and Mahometans on the other 
he found it impossible to withhold his aid from Ahmed who was consideied as 
the representativ e of the latter 

Ahmed as Boon as the rains permitted him to mov e hastened to the Jumn i xh i tw 
with the view of relieving a fort on its banl s to which the Mahrattas had laid 
siege He arrived only in time to leam that it had fallen but showed bucIi 
desperate determination by effeetin 0 a passage of the nver more by swimming 
than fording that 1ns enemies were intimidated and drew off to Pamput Here 
the Bhao encamped with an arm} consisting of 70 000 cavalr} and loOOO 
mfantr} of whom 9000 were disciplined sepo}s In addition to these were 
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piedatoiy and otliei folio weis to the number of 200,000 Tn artillery, an arm 
of wai winch the Mahrattas had at last learned to prize, he was amply piovided, 
and was able, aftei surrounding his camp with a broad and deep ditch, to mount 
200 grins for its defence Ahmed’s aimy consisted of about 40,000 Afghans and 
Peisians, and 50,000 Indians, of whom 1 3,000 weie cavahy ,The armies were thus 
not unfairly matched In lespect of available tioops they were neaily equal, 
while at the same time each labouied undei a great disadvantage the Bhao, in 
the excessive numbei of followeis, who, without adding to his stiength, hampeied 
Ins movements and consumed his provisions, and Ahmed, m an artilleiy so 
defective that it barely musteied thirty pieces of various calibre, and, furmslnng 
no proper means of attack, compelled him to imitate the Bhao’s example, and 
remain on the defensive 

Under such circ ums tances, time rather than prowess was to decide the 
stiuggle, for neithei leadei felt disposed to foice on an action so long as he could 
obtain subsistence for Ins army from the sunounding country At this mode of 
warfare the Mahrattas could not easily be surpassed, and then foi aging parties at 
fust found no difficulty in bringing m abundant supphes Gradually, howevei, 
the Dooranees, by the lapidity and boldness of then movements, made foraging so 
dangeious, that the Bhao, threatened with famine, saw the peril of Ins position, 
and attempted to escape from it by proposing negotiation Ahmed, whose 
supphes had also begun to fail, was urged by his Indian allies to come to teims 
oi nsk a decisive action, but Ins constant answer was “ This is a matter of wai 
with which you aie not acquainted In other affams do as you please, but 
leave tins to me” He was awaie of the stiaits to which Ins enemies weie 
i educed, and, even aftei they had begun m a kind of desperation to make 
vigoious attacks upon Ins lines, seemed more inclined than ever to confine 
himself to sknmislnng, m winch he usually had the advantage He was well 
awaie of the cusis winch was appioachmg, and fully piepared to piofit by it 
The Bhao’s supphes weie completely exhausted, and after a last effort at foi aging 
winch pioved utteily unavailing, becoming convinced that he could no longei 
maintain Ins position, he yielded to the uigency of his soldiers, and, with many 
prognostications of disastei, issued oideis for a general attack It was made 
with the utmost impetuosity, and so long as it was dnected against the Rolnllas 
and other Indian allies of Aluned, seemed nresistible The Dooranee chief 
endeavoured to lally the fugitives, but findmg it impossible, ordeied Ins own 
men to advance This at once changed the foi tune of the day By adexteious 
movement, while the mam body attacked in front, a division wheeled lound to 
e the flank, and the whole Maluatta army, panic-struck by tins double onset, turned 
then backs and fled. As no quartei was given, the slaughtei was fearful 
About 200,000 are said to have fallen. Among the slam were the Peisliwa’s 
son Wiswas Bao, the Bhao, lecogmzed only by what was supposed to be his 
headless tiunk, and many othei gieat Maliratta chiefs The cheam of a Mali- 
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ratta empire had "vanished. The wreck of the arm} abandoning the acquisitions ad h 
made in Hmdoostan retired beyond the Nerbuddi the Peisliwa shutting him 
self up in a temple near Poonah died of a broken heart and the whole nation 
sunk m gnef and despondency became as it were parol} zed 

Strange to say Ahmed did not profit much by his \ ictory foi the Mahometan Approach 
confederacy which he had formed having broken up he quitted India and never * 
returned to take any share in its affurs The only two powers which then p nta 
seemed capable of wielding the sceptre winch had been wrested from the hands 
of the Mogul having thus been piovidentially removed the work of conquest 
passed to other hands. The two most powerful nations of Europe after the} 
had long been contented to play a subordinate part in the contest resolv ed at last 
to become principals and France and Great Britain started as rival candidates 
for the establishment of a new Indian empire The lnstor} of tlus memoiable 
struggle is now to engage our attention 


CIIAriEU II 


Tl pro"r s oftb Fr c! Ind — W rb tw nl n nd E la d— Va la d m lit ry per t o 
— The c ptu e of M d $ 

the first the French East India Companv much more ^ <1 

that of England was the creature of the state All the u> r h 
:nce of the crown was employed to obtain subscribers to y 
funds and no unimportant part of the official correspon 
; of a commercial nature during the ministry of the cele 
brated Colbert relates to solicitations emplo}ed for this purpose It is ver} 
questionable whether the prosperity of the company was much promoted b} 
tins state patronage but there cannot be a doubt that the} were able in conse 
quence of it to escape many of the dangers which might have beset them at the 
outset and to start at once as a hod} able not only to repel aggression but to 
become aggressiv e Tlu. alarm which tlieir presence in the East excited in the 
Dutch and English companies must not be ascribed exclusiv el} to commercial 
jealousy As mere traders they could not ippear very formidable n\ als but from 
their close connection with government their trade mi 0 ht easily be made subser 
v k nt to political purposes and become a dangerous instrument, of intrigue at the 
mtw e courts In tins way Louis XIV not satisfied with disturbing the peace 
of Europe by lus ambitious schemes might be tempted to extend them to India 
and by engaging in wars of conquest moke the operations of trade impossible 
Knowing the character of the French monarch it was not uncharitable to 
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a d 1742 suspect him of such intentions It must he confessed, howevei, that the 
company estahhshed undei Ins auspices continued for the greatei part of a 
centuiy to lest satisfied with comineicial opeiations, and the election of such 
factones as seemed necessary foi conducting them with ease and safety The 
most impoitant of the localities on which they had thus fixed lveie those ol 
Chandeinagoie, situated, like the Dutch factoiy of Clnnsuiah, neai the town ol 
Hooghly, on the uvei of that name m Bengal, and Pondicheny on the Coio- 
mandel coast The lattei was the seat of government, and had gi.idu.illy 
become, by the legulanty of its buildings and the stiength of its foi tifications, 
woitliy of the honour thus assigned to it, though, like Madias and all othu 
places on the same coast, it labouied undei the gieat disadi antige of haung no 
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In the yeai 1712 the office of goveinoi of the Ficnch settlements m India 
was confened on Joseph Dupleix The son of a wealthy f.umei -geneial and 
a cbiectoi of the company, he had at a comparatively eaily age obtained the 
appointment of first membei of council at Pondichejiy Aftei ten y e,n s’ sen ice 
in this capacity, he was, in 1730, made head of the factoiy of Chandemagoie 
Heie by engaging m pnvate trade he accumulated a laige foi tune, and at the 
same time, by the ability of Ins public management, lose so high m the confi- 
dence of Ins employeis, that m 1742, as alieady mentioned, they made 
him goveinoi Thus lecalled to Pondicheny, he enteied on the duties of his 
new station in the possession of veiy supenoi advantages To natural talents 
of a high oidei, he added a thoiough acquaintance with the manneis of the 
inhabitants, and with the political cncumstances of the coiuitiy These 
advantages both vanity and ambition disposed him to mipiove to the utmost, 
and he was no soonei installed m office than he began to entei tain schemes with 
a view to the ultimate establishment of Fiench ascendency m the East It was 
vain to expect this Horn the commeicial opeiations of the company In these 
it had been found impossible to compete successfully with the British and the 
Dutch, but another couise was still open, and Dupleix was determined to put 
its practicability fanly to the test 

The approaclnng dismembeiment of the Mogul empne was now manifest 
Its soubahdais oi governors weie almost openly aspnmg to independence, and 
even their subordinate deputies, oi nabobs, weie disposed to imitate the example 
The parties thus formed were often so equally balanced, that neutials of compara- 
tively feeble resources could easily, by tin owing then weight mto one of the 
opposite scales, deteimme the lesult This was the plan on which the goveinoi 
of Ponchcheiry began to act In cairying it out he found an able coadjutoi m 
his own family Madame Dupleix, though of Euiopean parentage, had been 
bom and brought up m India Many of the native languages weie farmhai to 
her, and by giving easy access to the natives enabled bei to be the fittest medium 
of communication between them and liei husband m any coiuse of intrigue 
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In tills. ^ ay his measures for extending the influence and territory of the French ad i« 
in India were carried on with equal secrecy and success 

Hhilc Dupleix w is wvolvm^ plans of aggrandisement and smoothing the n betwee 
way for the accomplishment of them the relations betw een Great Britain and tain an" 
France had ceased to be friendly and the war known as that of the Austrian In 
succession was declared m 1744 The companies on both sides of the Channel 
supposed it possible that warlike operations might he excluded from the countries 
lying within the limits of the Indian Ocean and with this \ lew endeavoured to 
enter into on ingements which would baa e left each as free as be fore to prosecute 
the Indian ti ade Had tlie respective gov ei nments sanctioned the arrangem* nts 
the singular and not uninstruetiv e spectacle might have been seen of two nations 
living peicefullv with each other in one quarter of the globe while a fierce war 
was raging between them m all other quarters But without such sanction the 
proposed arrangement though seriously entertained was a dream This seems 
ultimately to have been the conclusion of all parties for it soon appeared that 
at the very time when the proposal of an Indian neutrality was under discussion 
the French government were secretly entertaining a project which was to enable 
them as soon as war was actually declared to bring an overwhelming force into 
the East and strike a blow by which English interests there w ould be at once 
mmh dated 

The project referred to was suggested to the French ministry by Bernard 


Francois Halid de 1\ Bourdonnais usu 
ally designated for brevity as labour 
donnais He was bom at St Halo 
apparently of humble parentage in 1699 
and when only ten years of agf began 
life as a sailor by miking a voyage 
to the Pacific Durin & a second voyage 
made in 1713 to the East Indies he 
employed lus leisure in study in 0 mathe 
matics under a Jesuit who happened to 
be on board and kindly undertook to 
& ive him lessons After other two voy 
ages one to the North and the other to 
the Levant he m 1719 entered the 
service of the East India Company as 



second lieutenant and had become second captain m 1724 when he took pait Eaiiyca 

i f E box 

in an expedition to the Malabar coast for the purpose of relieving the settle- a .a 
ment of Halid which had for a considerable time been suffering severely 
fiom a blockade by the natives The success of the expedition was mainly 
owing to lus ability but fiom some cause not explained he shortly after 
quitted the company s service and engaged in commerce making sev eral sue 
Vol I 52 
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ad 1735 cessful voyages, fi om Pondiehcny to Bengal, aiul to Moelia m the Red Sea 
In the lattex locality he employed Ins influence in leeoneiling a serious diffcience 
which had ansen between the Aiabs and the Poituguese His conduct m 
this mattei was giatefully lemembeied by the viceioy at Goa, who, on a visit 
which Labouidonnais paid to that capital, made him such tempting oilers 
that he was induced to entei the seivice of Poitugal The object intended at 
the tune was an expedition to Mombas, on the east coast of Afiica, but this 
having been abandoned, he did not find the scope foi his talents which lie had 
anticipated, and letuincd to Fiance m 1733 The following } eai he obtained 
the nnpoitant appointment of goveinoi of the Mauntius, oi the Isle of France, 
and the Isle of Bouibon, situated m the Indian Ocean to the east of Mada- 
gascai These isles had eaily become known to the Poituguese, and weie at a 
latei penod fiecpiented by the Dutch, who ga\e one of them its name of 
Mauntius m lionoui of Pnnce Maui ice of Nassau, but then nnpoitance as mtei- 
mediate stations foi ships sailing to the East had been first discerned by the 
Fiencli, who had legulaily coloni/ed them, and placed them lindei a distinct 
goveinoi 

Labour When Labouidonnais ai lived at his goi eminent m 1733 he found ei eij- 

leforms at thing in confusion The tv r o islands lud sepal ate councils, which, claiming 
n°»ico ot equal junsdiction, weie constantly disputing as to the extent of then powers, 
abuses of eveiy kind pi evaded, and the capabilities of the sod lemamed almost 
totally undeveloped The new goveinoi at once saw the gieatness and 
difficulty of the task which lay befoie Inin, and immediately commenced it with 
characteristic energy Eie long the face of matteis ivas completely changed 
The lands of cultivation best adapted foi each island weie lapully extended, 
new towns and villages aiose, haiboius capable not only of supplying the wants 
of commeice, but of furnishing a rendezvous for ships of wiu, weie constructed 
and foi tided, and, government no longei liampeied by the selfish aims and 
unseemly quanels of those who admimsteied it, became regulai and effective 
In cairying on this woik of xefoim Labourdonnais often encounteied an 
opposition winch obliged him to stieteli Ins poweis to the utmost, and peihaps 
occasionally to exceed them Those who had piofited by abuses wei e naturally 
hostile to the removal of them, while many fiom meie natural indolence wane 
indisposed to great and sudden changes, even when they could not deny them 
to be impiovements A spirit of hostility was thus engendered, and continued 
to manifest itself by murmur, complaint, and misiepiesentation These, though 
probably loudest in the islands, were not so effective theie as m Fiance, where, 
the facts being imperfectly known, were easily distorted The consequence 
His aim rm? was, that while Labourdonnais was labouring with the utmost zeal and chsin- 
m trance teiestedness for the public good, he was geneially stigmatized among his coun- 
trymen as little better than a selfish and capucious tyrant He appears not to 
have been awaie of the amount of prejudice which had been i arsed against 
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lnm till 17 10 when having visited Europe in consequence of the death nf lus adh 
wife he had ample proof of the bitterness and unsciupulousness with which he 
ay as pursued by his enemies 

Labourdonnais took, immediate steps to set himself right with tin ministry labour 
the directors of the company and the public at large and succeeded so well that p°7Tf 
not only was Ins resignation refused but new and important powers wt re com r l en ,i h 5> 
mitted to him In the interviews which lie had with Cardinal Fleury and the 8 * -e,d y 
other members of the French cabinet lie did not rest satisfied with exaJpatm g 
lumself from absurd charges but gave a full exposition of his views as to the 
course of policy which ou^ht to be pursued in the East Assuming tli it France 
and Great Britain were about to be at open Avar lie endeavoured to show that 
the maintenance of peace between the two E ist India Companies Avas impolitic* 
if not impossible and that no time should be lost in providing a fleet ay Inch 
cruising m the Indian Ocean might be ready the moment Avar was declared to 
establish a complete supremacy So satisfied was he of the \aluabh prizes 
which might be made bv preying on the English company that lie offered to 
form a private association which would fit out a number of armed vessels at its 
own expense md be contented with the profits which might be realized by 
pm <iteenn a 

The French government refused to sanction the private scheme but resolv ed n i*.d 
to eftect the same object by means of an expedition consisting of \ essels belong Esu>t 
ing partly to the navy and partly to the East India Company The command 
was a iv en to Labourdonnais who set sail 5tli April 17 tl for the Isle of France 
His fleet Avas neithei o numerous nor so well equipped as he had anticipated 
but be was full of resources in himself and possessed such a Lnowled 0 e of naval 
and military affvirs as < nabled him to repair the defects of the ships and give 
the necessary training to the crews and soldiers His object was to be ready as 
soon as the declaration of war should reach him to stnki the meditated blow 
In the meantime he hastened to Pondicherry winch was said to be threatened 
by the Malirattas and on learning that the danger had blown past proceeded 
to the Malabar coast where Mahd was once more indebted to him for deliverance 
from a formidable attack of the nativ es On a 0 un arm in 0 at the Isle of France 
in 3742 he met with a bitter disappointment Tbe_ directors of the French 
East India Company had been somewhat cavalierly tieated by the govern 
xaenFwho had made all tlieir arrangements with Labourdonnais without giving 
tbemjiny proper s hare in t lieiiLdehberations Then consent to lus expedition 
being tlieiefore rather forced than voluntarv thev were more disposed to frustrate 
than to forward it Accordingly still dreamm D of a possible neutrality betw een 
the companies they easily found i pretext for issuing peremptory orders for the 
return of their vessels to France Labourdonn us did not venture to disobev 
and thus saw himself depnved of the nun part of lus fleet at the very time 
when the period for action w as to all appearance about to arm e His first 
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feeling was again to tendei Ins lesignation, but a communication fiom the 
Fiench lmmstci appiovmg of his past conduct, and pointing to lughci promo- 
tion, induced him to lemain at his post, and make new dibits to assemble a 
force which might yet enable him to execute 1ns ougm.tl pio]oct lie u as thus 
employed when the wai was openly declai cd 

The Bntish government, well awaie of what was intended b} Fiance, had 
not omitted to make the necessaiy piepaiations A Bntish squadion, com- 
manded by Commodoie Bainet, and consisting of two ships of sixty, one of 
fifty, and a fugate of twenty guns, appealed oppoi timely in the eastern sens 
At fiist it cruised m two divisions, m the Stiaits of Sunda and of Malacca, and 
made seveial valuable Fiench pn/es One of the \cssels taken w as immediate!} 
lendeied available by being conveited into a foitvgim slii}>, beanng the name 
of the Medway's Prize The squadi on Inning lelt the stiaits, ai m ed on the 
Coiomandel coast foi the first time m duty, 17 H At this time the Fiench had 
no fleet on the coast, and Pondichen \ with its foi tifications in an unfinished 
state had a gamson of only 43G Emopeans It piomised to be an eas} capture, 
but was saved by the dextenty of Dupleix, w ho, av, ai e that foicc would not 
avail him, had lecouise to diplomacy Pondichen^, though ienll\ independent, 
belonged nominally to the nabobslnp of Aicot This fact was turned to good 
account by the French govenioi, who, by flatteimg the pude of the nabob, and 
claiming Ins protection, induced him to intimate to the go\ einoi and council 
of Madias, that any attempt by land on the Fiench settlements m Aicot would 
be tieated as an act of hostility against himself] It was i cpi esented to him in 
reply, that the commander of the squadion, holding his commission dnectlyfiom 
the King of Gieat Butam, was independent of the Company, but he could not, 
or would not undeistand the distinction, and only answeied, that if his intima- 
tion was disiegarded he would hold the Company lesponsible foi the conse- 
quences The time had not yet amved foi treating such menaces with defiance, 
and theiefore, on an assuiance fiom the nabob that he would deal impartially 
between the companies, and issue a snnil.u prohibition to the Fiench, m the 
event of any meditated attack on the English settlements, Commodoie Bainet, 
at the earnest entieaty of the government of Madias, abandoned all idea of land 
operations, and, aftei making a few additional prizes m the Bay of Bengal, 
retned for shelter duung the monsoon to the island of Meigui on the eastern 
shore In the beginning of 1746 the squadion letumed to the Coiomandel 
coast, and was reinforced fiom England by two ships of fifty and a fugate of 
twenty guns This, however, did not make much addition to its absolute 
strength, as one of the sixty-gun ships having become unfit foi action was sent 
home, and along with it the original frigate 

The English squadion, confined by the agieement which had been made with 
the Bntish the nabob to operations at sea, was unable to effect anything of consequence, 

and French -» , 

equadrons anci - was continuing a cruise rewarded only by a few paltiy puzes, when lntelli- 
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gence arrived tint Labourdonnais had at last effected Ins object and sailed for ad mu 
Inch i with a fleet which might be expected to put British prowess to the test 
At this ci itic.il moment Commodore Barnet died at Iort St David and was 
succeeded bj Captain Pev ton who wnsTus seconcTlu command, and v erj im 
perfectlj supplied Ins place The squadrons first came in sight of each other on 
the 2oth of June when the English were cruising on the Coromandel coast near 
Negapatam The French fleet consisted of nine ships the largest of which 
mounting seventy guns of which sixt} were eighteen pounders earned Labour 
dontiais flig The rest of the slaps were of much smaller size and lighter 
metal and earned as follows, —one thirty six three thirty four one thirty 
two twenty eight and one twenty six guns almost all twelve and eight 
pounders. These ships however wore much larger than the number of their 
guns indicates as Labourdonnais after exerting himself to the utmost under 
verv unfavourable circumstances had been unable to give them their full comple- 
ment On the other hand the} earned more than the usual complement of men 
having on hoard 3300 Of these 700 were Africans or Lascars and about 300 
unfit for duty from sickness. The English had not above half the number of 
men hut uulike the majonty of the Trench they w ere well disciplined the} 
had also fewer guns hut more than made up for the deficienc} b} superior 
weight 

All things considered the English squadron lud thus decidedl} the advan iU 
tage So conscious indeed w as Labourdonnais of his mfenonty in real naval madron* 
strength that Ins great object was to come as speedil} ns possible to close 
quarters and turn lus superiority in the number of men to account by liav mg 
recourse to boarding In this object he w as baffled b} the English w hose v cssels 
besides sailing and manucevnng better than Ins had the advantage of the wind 
and succeeded m frustrating all the efforts of Labourdonnais to depnv e them of 
it From the long time spent l>} the one party in making and the other m coun 
teractmg these efforts the fight did not commence till four in the afternoon. 

Owing to the distance maintained it was almost entudy confined to the cannon 
and lasted till nightfall without any decisive results When the combatants 
separated it w is apparentl} with the intention of renew ing the engagement oil 
the follow ing day but Peyton after obtaining the sanction of a council of wai 
deemed it prudent to sheer off and virtual!} acknowledging a defeat without 
having actuall} sustained it made the best of his waj to Tnncomalee in 
Ce}lon. The only reason assigned was the leak} condition of the sixty 
gun ship 

Labourdonnais who was waiting to resume the fight was astonished when 
the morning dawned to find that he had already gamed the victory He could d ii m i 
not pursue as the wind was against him and in fact though he speaks with , a 
regret of the enem} having escaped him was not at all displeased with their 
departure inasmuch as Ins los3 had been more severe than theirs and both the 
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state of lii 1 } ships and want oi piovisions must June compelled him speedily to 
letne Thanking Ins good foi tune, he steei ed ducctty loi Pondichcny jlmmc- 
diately on Ins amval. Ins lcception by the govunoi convinced lnm that he had 
little to expect fiom Ins co-opeiation Dupleix, w hoie a anity and ambition w eie 
still gieatei than his talents, could not conceal his jealousy of Labouidonnais 
He saw in lnm the peison who, m the eient of any thing b( falling lnmself, was 
destined to be Ins successoi, and he was moitified to find that an expedition, 
destined to act within the limits of what he concened to be his exclusne juns- 
diction, had been placed beyond his contiol, the onlj insti notions gnen him 
being to assist it with Ins advice and second it with Ins cfloifs The feelings 
which lankled in Ins mind, seal cely disguised at the first, weic soon openh 
manifested, and led eventually to a couise of pioceedings which mined both 
Labouidonnais and Dupleix, sacnficed the Fiench mteicsts m India, .ind wed 
those of Gieat Biitam fiom impending desttuction 

Aftei a shoit and unsatisfactoi y consultation, m v Inch the onU point settled 
was, that Labomdonn.us’ first endeavom must be to clcai the coast of the 
English scpiadion, he set sail with that mcw, and had the satisfaction to lcam 
that the dangei nppiehended fiom it was gi mindless Judging bi what the 
English commandei ought to bate done, he natmall} expected that he would 
soon leappeai, and e-sen though too cautious 01 cowaidly to nsk a general 
action, would keep hoveimg on the coast, so as to keep up a constant alaim, and 
make it most hazaidous, if not impossible, foi the Fiench to disembaik then 
tioops foi the pui pose of making an attempt upon Madias This was visibl) 
the gieat object now in contemplation, and to pies cut the execution of it the 
commandei of the Butish fleet ought to have devoted lus utmost eftoits Aftei 
spending a month at Tnncomalee he did make his appearance, hut it was onl> 
to lepeat Ins formei piocediue, and save lnmself by flight, because be had dis- 
covered 01 imagined, that while Ins foice lemamed the same, that of the eneni) 
had been augmented by additional guns pioeuied at Pondichcny 

Convinced that he had nothing to feai fiom the English sqnachon, Lahom- 
donnais ietmned to Pondicheny, and began to piepaie m earnest foi the siege of 
Madias It was a pnze worth fighting foi, and to all appeal ance might he 
gained without much stiuggle Within the temtoi 3 r belongmg to it, and fram- 
ing a tiact which sketched about five miles along the coast and one mile 
inland, a population of 250,000 had been gatheied, but neaily the whole of it 
consisted of natives, by whom it was known that no lesistance would be ofleied 
Madias itself consisted of tluee divisions Faitliest noith was an immense 
assemblage of lints, huddled togethei without any oidei, and occupied entnely 
by the lowest classes of natives , immediately adjoining this siibiub, on the south, 
was what was called the Black Town, containing many good houses, which 
belonged to Indian and Aimeman merchants, and snnounded by a wall of so 
little height and strength as to he almost useless foi defence , south of this lay 
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the town proper 01 lort&t George It formed a parallelogram nbout 400 )nrds aDiis 
long from north to south nml 100 \nids broad It was inclosed b) a slender ~ 
wall and defended b) four bastions and batteries of defects o con traction. 



1 here were no outworks A\ itlun the inelosure were an Lnghsh and a Roman 
hitliohe clmrch the factor} and buddings connected with it nml about fifta 
good houses, occupied h) English or other Europeans under then protection. 

I heir whole number did not exceed 300 Of these 200 w ere the soldiers of the 
garrison lew of the common nun and on!) two or three of the ofltcers hail 
ever seen service 

As the danger w Inch threatened the settlement must ha\ e been foreseen it l m ^ 
impossible to exculpate the authorities from the ehargi of gross negligence m uv"> 
not providing better against it If tin) trusted to the promise of the n ibob to 
interfere for their protection as lit had for that of the I ranch the) were soon 
made aware of the foil) of leaning on such n brol cn reed lhtir apphcition to 
him w is disregarded either because Doplux bul previon 1) g lined his car or 
they were too parsimonious to mike a liberal u cof the onl) means which could 
have ruideied it eflectUil and Labourdonnais after completing his pieparations 
w ithout interruption cast anchor on the 1 1th of September about foui h agues 
south of Madras with rune ship* and two bomb vessels. On board were 2900 
I uropoan manners and soldiers 400 Africans 400 Indian n iti\ es and all the 
irtillery and stores necessarv for the siege lUc soldiers being immedntelv 
landed be 0 an to advance along the shore while the fleet proceeded to take up 
its station as near Madras as it could safe!) approach 

flie fort alone bem., capiblo of an) resistance Labourdonn us mturallv ti 

t tUckou 

directed lus attach against it and hx\m 0 erected a batter) of nine mortars on 
an open space to the w est at the distance of o00 } ards commenced the bombard 
inent Defence was nev er seriously contemplated hut immediate surrender 
was delayed in the hope that the English squadron might mal e its appearance. 

Its approach was at one time>actuall) rumoured and spread such consternation 
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among the Fiench, that they vveic picpaung to dertmp Unhappily foi (lie 
besieged it proved a false alai m, and Lahoui donums, only mgtd by it to more 
strenuous cxeitions, not only opened anotbu battuy io tin south, but lagan to 
cannonade fi om the sea An assault bad now become miimm nt, mid in order 
to at ci t its lioi 1 ors, a ilag e>i liucc was sent bom the town '1 he deputh s who 
accompanied it pioposed a lansom, but Lnboui donums at ohm dedaied, that 
though he wws not unwilling to emle liam sue h a pioposal, it could only la aitu 
the captme was completed by nsmicmbi 1 Itmmteh , aftei in hndgiun Ins 
woiel of honoui that the lansom would la modeiab lus te mis v e ie >iui pfi*rl 
and he enteied the town m tiiumph Though the siege last'd and tin bomhaid- 
ment continued with niton upturns fiom the* LSth to the firth of 8'pfimbei, 
bloodless w as it that not one Funchman was billed, and onh fivt EnghdiiiK ti 
By the tot ms of capitulation the whole ol the* meiehandtso and the mo\tihlo 
piopeity passed at once to the captors, and all the English he e ante pnsontrs of 
w*ai The impoilant point ot the ransom itumimd to he settled, but the 
honourable and libeial spu it which clmvnctuiAd Lahouidonnais pi oe codings 
made it impossible to doubt that it would he faith, amuabh, and g< m loudy 
ananged Suddenly it was whispeied that a soi ions difluulty had ansui 
Duple ix, on the giounel that Madias was locally within his gouininent ()t 
India, claimed a light to dispose ot it So confident was he ot po^evung this 
light, oi at least so detu mined was he to insist upon it, that on lotcivmg a 
lettei ft om the Nabob oi Aicot, who had now, when too late, endo,i\ oui to 
mteidict the Fiench fiom laying siege to Madias, lie had pacified him by pio- 
liusing that the town when taken would he dohveied into his hands Fiom the 
subsequent pioceedings of Dupleix it is plain that lie nevei meant to have ful- 
filled this piomisc It furnished him, howevei, with a plausible pietcxt foi 
sending a lettei to Lahouidonnais, m which he desned him not to consent to 
any terms of lansom, and intimated foi thefhst time that ho eonsnleied him- 
self entitled to speak authontativcly on the .subject 

Befoie this lettei anived, tlie capitulation, including the lansom as one of 
its essential conditions, had taken place As a completed act, Labouulonnais 
coidcl not honoui ably lecede Noi did he wish it, foi, so fai fiom acquiescing 
m the alleged light of Dupleix to dictate the teims of the capitulation, he 
legal ded it as an anogant assumption, at total \anance with then respective 
commissions Instead of deviating fiom the course ougmally chalked out, he 
proceeded to fix the amount of the lansom Dupleix now* listened only to Ins 
passion, and even endeavouied to gam his object by attempting to seize the 
peison of Lahouidonnais, and tampenng with the soldiers undei his command 
At Pondicheny, also, he enteied on a comse of mtugue, and endeavouied to 
gam a kmcl of sanction to Ins pioceedings, by inducing the Fiench inhabitants 
to petition and piotest against the lansom as most mjuuoiis to Fiench mteiests 
Laboiudonnais remained unmoved, and intimated lus determination not to quit 
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Madras until ev cry stipulation to -winch he hid consented should be honourably amiu 
performed Violence li n mg thus prov cd unav mling Duplcix saw the necessity 
of changing his tactics and while weaving new pretexts for delaying the actual 
restoration of Madras to the English solemnly bound himself to earn it into 
effect as soon as certain preliminary arrangements w ere completed. 

During the heat of the quarrel betwien the two French gov emors three \ t f 
ships of war one of sev cuts two and two of fort\ guns with 13G0 men on *u i 
board, armed at Pondichcrrv Added to the force which Labourdonnnis al 
read\ possessed thc\ gave him such nn nseendonev ns placed all the other 
English settlements in India at his mercy To all appearance nothing could 
now save Bombas and Calcutta from sharing the fitc of Mndraa 11ns petty 
quarrel saved them Labmmlonnais detained by it lost his opportunity The 
aery day after the ransom had been fixed by regular treaty at cle\cn lacs ot 
pa 0 olaa licnrlv £ HO 000 sterling the monsoon commenced w ith a furious lmr 
ncanc by winch M\ Rlups of the French fleet lying in the Madras Roads were 
dmen out to sea. One of them foundered four of the others including the 
see ent\ gun ship were comphtely dismasted and otherwise seriously injured 
In fict, the French marine force in the F u>t was so complcklv cnpplcd as to be 
aftcrw ards incapable of achie\ ing any Unng of consequence 

Labourdonnais trustin 0 to the promise of Duplux futhfully to perform all u» i 
the con Iitions of the capitulation finally quitted Madras committing the eh irge i 1 1 
of it to a member of the council of Pondicherry On arm ing at this place he 
lift as many soldiers and sailors as with those previously there amounted 
to 3000 Europeans Ilis whole fleet now consi ted of only seven ships four of 
them in good nnd three tn vvretcheel condition He saile 1 on the 20th of 
October intending to proceed for Acheen with the whole but when at sea, 
changed bis intention with regard to the three on findin 0 that even if capable 
of rcachm 0 that port they would be unserviceable mil steered with them 
directly for the Mauritius He had (putted that island at the head (fa pow trful 
armament with which he was confident of nchievin 0 glorious results How 
mortifying must base been the contrast presented by his return 1 His nusfor 
tunes however were not yet ended During his absence lie had been superseded 
in his go\ tmment and nothing remained for lum hut to return to Europe shorn 
of all Ins honours Tlie voyage was singularly unfortunate After passin & the 
Cape of Good Hope he narrowly escaped capture by British cruisers and havin 0 
been obliged to part company with the other ships of the fleet arrived m the 
West Indies Here as war was not yet declared between France and Holland 
he tool passage in a Dutch vessel which touched at I almouth I he officials 
there probably actm 0 on information winch had been given them recognized 
him and he was carried to London as a prisoner of vv ar The reception giv en 
lum wis equally honourable to lumself uid to those to whom he owed it All 
classes \ied in testifying respect and shovvjn kindness nnd when he expressed 
Yot I 83 



41 S 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Rook ITT 


A D 1740 


Fato of In 
bourdonnaiB 


The Nabob 
of Arcot 
1 lys claim 
to Madras 


a wish to letuin to Fiance, lie found, even among tlie dnoctois of tlic Com- 
pany on whom Ins skill and piowess had inflicted such lic.ua losses, a gcncioiu 
individual leady to become sccuiity foi him to the w hole amount of his foitune 
The veiy idea of secuuty, howevei, m.is scouted, and his paiole was at once 
declaied sufficient The shoit pcuod dining -which Lahouidonnais was less the 
pusonei than the guest of England was the last dining which foituno maj he 
said to have smiled upon lnm The moment ho leached Ins natue shoic, hei 
peisecutions again commenced lie had peiformcd sei vices which entitled him 
to the highest honouis Ins countiy could bestow Instead of lewaid only a 
dungeon awaited linn, and he w r as immined in the Bastilc on the 2d of Muich, 
1748 Heie he was left to pme away twenty-six months befoie he waspei- 
mitted to communicate with the council, and though most of the eh.uges made 
against him earned then lefutation along with them, and the few which had 
any plausibility weie pioved to be gioundless, tlnee jeavs elapsed befoie his 
acquittal w r as pionounced What could it now avail him? The -judicial mnidei 
had already been committed, and, aftci a shoi t straggle w ith disease and po\ ei fy , 
death came to his ichef The injustice of which he had been the \ictim was 
afteiwaids foimally though veiy inadequately iccogni/ed, by a pension to his 
widow, the giant healing on the face of it. that he had died “without lccemng 
any lewaid foi so many services, oi any compensation foi so many peisecutions ” 


CHAPTER III 


Proceedings of the French at Madras— An attempt of the nabob upon it repulsed — The terms nf capitu 
lation shamefully violated — Unsuccessful attempts of the French upon Fort St Dai id — Proceedings 
of the English fleet under Adam al Boscawert — Siege of Pondicherry —Tin. pcaco of Ai\ la Clnpcllo 


T the time of Lahouidonnais’ departme, Dupleix stood pledged 
to the lestoiation of Madias m Januaiy, 1717 Meamvlnle his 
duplicity had involved him m a senous difficulty When onlv 
anticipating the captuie of the town, he had neutralized the 
threatened opposition of Anwar-u-dm, Nabob of Aicot, by pio- 
mismg to make lnm a piesent of it This piomise seived its piupose at the 
time, and he had thought no moie of it, but the nabob was not to be thus 
duped, and on finding that it was not to be voluntanfy suiiendeied to him, sent 
his son, Mapliuze Khan, at the head of an aimy of 10,000 men, to take it bv 
force Dupleix was, oi from policy pretended to be afiaid, and pioposed nego- 
tiation The effect only was to confirm Mapliuze Khan m the belief that Ins ai ms 
were nresistible Without listening to the two deputies wdio had been sent to 
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treat with him lie imprisoned them and proceeded to take up his position neai a,d me 
the spot where Labourdonnats had erected his batteries His subsequent opera 
tions displaced considerable shilL A shallow stream w Inch ran along the west 
side of the town and reached the sea about 700 } ards below was so dammed up 
at its mouth b} a mound of sand as to form a kind of w et ditch To get nd of 
tins obstruction he emplojcd a great number of men to make an outlet for the 
water b} cutting through the mound and at the same time sent a strong part} 
three miles to the north to take possission of the onl} spring from which the 
inhabitants w ere supplied w itli good w ater Urns threatened Dupleix opened Ins 
lire from the walls on the 21st of October He had no idea howe\cr of sub a n w 
mitting to the indignity of a siege and therefore on the follow mg da} sent out pniwi tn 
1 bod} of 400 men to act on the ofFum u The} had w itli them tw 0 field pieces 3f dr “ 
which the} had concealed and with which wlun the cneni} advanced with an 
appearance of resolution the} opened n most destructive lire The Moguls who 
lnd ne\ cr seen artilkr} so sened lx fore were confounded cspccinll} at the 
rapnlit} of the discliaiges turned their backs and fled with the utmost precipi 
tation The French had not lost a single man and remained masters of the 
whole tents and biggage. Maphuze Ivhan seemed disposed after collecting 1ms 
scattered troops to make a stand in the neighbourhood but on learning that the 
I ranch expected a reinforcement from Poiulichcrr} hastened off to St Ihomd 
situated on the coast about four miles to the south In this tow 11 — which 
1 nown to the nati\es as Mailnpur owes its European name to a tradition of 
bein 0 the place where the apostle St lliomns suffered martyrdom and had 
attained great splendour under the Portuguese though it had again sunk into 
comparable insignificance — Maphuze khan occupied a position which had lie 
1 nowm to profit b} it would lm\e cut ofi the communication between Pondi 
cherr} and Madras. Tins w as ob\ iousl} Ins intention but be managed so ill as 
onl} to place himself between two fires the reinforcement from the forma 
advancing to attack him in front while a detachment of 400 men from the latter 
attacked his rear Hie detachment armed so late that this part of the plan 
filled The reinforcement however persisted in their onginal intention and 
after forcing a passage across a stieam on the north side of which the enemy 
were ad\ antagcousl} posted dio\c them back nt the point of the ba}onet and 
following close upon then heels into the town where both resistance and letreat 
were impossible made fearful slaughter Conspicuous among the fugitives 
who esciped to the plain to the westward was Maphuze khan mounted 
on an elephant on winch the great standard w as displ 1 } ed lhesc encounters 
with the nati\ e troops established a new era m Indian warf ire The infinite 
superiority of European discipline wo*. no longer doubtful and from the a alour 
displa}ed b} some of the natives who had been evercispd in it and fought on v t <* m y 
the Trench side the important fact was discovered that a native arm} might be m t 
/ formed and so trained as to become the most effectual instrument of European * old 
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ad 1746 domination The fiist gieat exemplification of this fact, if not the discoveiy oi 
it, is unquestionably due to Dupleix 

Capitulation While gaming these laiuels, the govemoi of Pondicheny was meditating 

violated an act of gioss lmquity The law of nations, as well as solemn pledges given 
to Labourdonnais, bound lum to lestoie Madias m letiun foi a lansom which 
had been stipulated, and the amount of which had been fixed by legulai agiee- 
ment In uttei chsiegaid of these obligations, he summoned a meeting of the 
inhabitants on the 30tli of Octobei, and theie, while the gamson was diawn up 
m arms, caused a manifesto to be lead, acquainting the English with the 
injustice Avluch he had lesolved to peipetiate, and of which they were forthwith 
to be made the victims This infamous document annulled the tieatj r of 
ransom, confiscated all the property of the English, and offeied them peisonally 
only the alternative of lemammg on paiole as pnsoners of wai till exchanged, 
01 of being arrested and sent to Ponchclieny Seveial of them, to escape this 
disgi aceful treatment, disguised themselves and found then way to Fort St 
David, but the Enghsh govemoi and a numbei of the pnncipal inhabitants 
weie actually earned undei escoit to Pondicheny, and ostentatiously paiaded 
before 50,000 spectators In a snmlai spmt the threatened confiscation was 
executed with the utmost ngoui, and many pnvate families weie uttei ly 
mined 

Expedition Eort St David, the most impoitant Enghsh settlement on the Coromandel 
st Dai id coast after Madias, became, on the capture of the lattei, the seat of the piesi- 
dency The fort, situated 100 miles south of Machas, and fouiteen south 
of Pondicherry, was small but stiong, and foimed the nucleus of a consider- 
able territory, including within it the impoitant town of Cuddaloie This 
town, wlncli hes about a mile south of the foit, at the mouth of the Pennai, 
was sui rounded on tlnee sides by a wall flanked with bastions, and, though 
nearly open to the sea, was sepaiated fiom it by a nanow belt of sand tin own 
up by the waves, and skuted on the north and east by a shallow stieam 
The object of Dupleix being to banish the Enghsh entirely fiom the coast, his 
task seemed only half finished while Fort St David lemained in then posses- 
sion No time, therefoie, was lost m fitting out an expedition against it 
The command was intended foi a Swiss of the name of Paradis, who was 
recalled for the purpose from Madias, wheie he had acted as govemoi under 
Dupleix, and been the willing instrument of Ins infamous pioeeecbngs He left 
Madras m the beginning of Decembei, with 300 Euiopeans, and had pioceeded 
south about twenty miles, encumbeied with ill-gotten booty, when Maphuze 
Khan, who was burning to revenge Ins disgiace, suddenly made Ins appeaiance 
at the head of 3000 horse and 2000 foot Great as was the disproportion of 
numbers, Paiachs kept the enemy at bay, and amved at the Dutch settlement 
of Sadias, ten miles south of the place, wheie he was attacked with the loss of 
only twelve men, who weie taken pusoneis and paraded by Maphuze Khan as 
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proof of his having obtained a victor) A reinforcement sent from Pondi auks 
cherrj enabled the w hole to nrme there without further interruption 

The forco destined to act against Xort St Da\ id consisted of 1700 men Att it 
mO'stl} Europeans with six field pieces and as man) mortars. Before it set 
out the officers refused to serve under Paradis and compelled lnm b) a kind of 
mutm) to resign the command to M. Bur) to whom it was considered to belong 
b) n 0 lit of scniont) At dav break on the 9th of December the Pcnnar which 
fills into the sea about a mile and a half north of the fort was reached and 
lmmedintel) crossed with no show of opposition 
except from a few native soldiers who fired undu 
cov er from the surroundm 0 thickets. A greater re 
sistance had been anticipated ns it vv as understood 
tint the nabob had entered into close league w ith 
the English and promised a 1 irge suppl) of troops 
Assuming tint he had not fulfilled and m all 
prob lbilit) w as not disposed to fulfil Ins promts 
the French resolved to leave the fort behind and 
make a sudden dash at the town of Guddalore. 
fherc seemed little risk ns the garrison of the 
fort mustered no more tlun 200 Luiopcun and 
100 iopasscs or natives of Portuguese descent 
and the whole foree without it, for the defence of 
the tcmtoi) consisted of about 2000 peons or 
native soldiers not disciplined according to the 
example which the French lnd nlrcad) set and so linpcrfcctl) armed that 
scared) 900 of them li id muskets 

A few of these peons had been stationed in a garden situated about a quarter i« i 
of a mile from the place where the French had forded the river It belonged 
to a summer residence of the govcmoi of the fort and was inclosed b) a 
bnckwall which together with the house and the court of hiuld mgs attached 
to it might lnv e furnished the means of a v igorous defence The peons how 
ever were not capable of making it and wire no sooner attacked than the) 
abandoned the post The French troops liav mg now no apprehension of danger 
began to refiesli themselves fiotn the fatigues of their march and were sleeping 
or cooking or straggling about without their arms when a sudden cr) arose 
that an enemy was approaching from the westward. It pioved to be a bod) of 
G000 horse and 3000 foot belonging to the nabob and led b) lus two sons 
Mapliuze Ixhan and Mahomed All So great w is the consternation of the 
French that instead of attempting to profit b) their position they rushed out 
and made directl) for the mer which owing to the want of skill and courage 
on the pait of then assailants they crossed without sustaining on) serious loss 
except that of their baggage The garrison of the fort perceiving their flight 
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sallied out, and, joining tlie nabob’s tioops, continued tlie pui suit foi six miles 
The enemy, bi ought to bay, faced about and offeied battle, but it was not 
tbouglit piudent to attack tliem, and they weie peimitted to letum unmolested 
to Pondiclieny 

Dupleix, grievously disappointed at the failuie of his attempt, detei mined 
to lenew it m a diffeient foim, and secietly despatched 500 men m boats, with 
instiuctions to pioceed to Cuddaloie, and take it by suipuse, by enteung the 
nvei, and landing on the east side, wlieie it had no defences He had undei- 
lated the difficulties While the boats weie passing tlnougli the surf, many ot 
the soldieis could only save then lives by tin owing aside then .urns, and even 
aftei they had leached the nvei, weie so ovei whelmed by a haul gale fiom the 
south, that they thought themselves foitunate m being able to secuie then 
own safety by putting back to sea Again disappointed, Dupleix turned Ins 
arms m a diffeient dnection, and commenced a wai of devastation within the 
nabob’s temtoiies adjoining Madias Meie passion may have suggested this 
appaiently wanton piooeduie, though subsequent events seem to piove that theie 
was deep design in it His knowledge of the native cliaiactei made him 
perfectly awaie that the nabob would dissolve Ins alliance with the Bntisli the 
moment he was convinced that it was not Ins intei est to maintain it This was 
the conviction to which Dupleix was now labouring to bung lnm He had 
bttle difficulty m succeeding Aftei a slioit negotiation, the nabob consented to 
thiow Ins weight mto the Fiench scale, lecalled Ins aimy fiom Fort St David, 
and sent Mapliuze Khan to Pondiclieny, wlieie a most pompous leception was 
given to him, and the new alliance was foimally pioclaimed 

It now seemed as if the situation of the Bntisli on the Coromandel coast was 
despeiate They had been abandoned by then only ally, and aftei looking m 
vam for assistance fiom home, had almost ceased to hope foi it Evei since the 
capture of Madras the only lelief which had leached them was by a vessel from 
Ceylon, which, on the 19th of February, 1747, biouglit a supply of £60,000 m 
silvei foi the exhausted treasury, and twenty lecruits foi the ganison of Fort 
St David This relief, paltiy though it was, could not have come moie oppor- 
tunely, foi on the 2d of Maicli the Fiench weie agani seen appioaclnng They 
were the same troops as befoie, but the formei failure had so fai humbled the 
officers that they had been pi evaded on to leceive Paiadis as then command ei 
On reaching the banks of the Pennai, they weie somewhat surpnsed to find 
that the passage was to be contested The ganison, as if a new spmt had been 
infused into it, had marched boldly out, and stood posted on the opposite bank, 
with ttnee field-pieces and a tioop of koise, composed chiefly of volunteers A 
cannonade commenced, and was kept up with some spmt till the evening, when 
the French effected a passage at a point out of cannon-shot, and the ganison 
deemed it prudent to retire By a singular coincidence the gaiden was again 
occupied, only to be precipitately abandoned A number of ships weie descned 
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approaching the roads The French onfy waited to satisfy themselves that the} a d ms 
were English and hastened off for Pondicherr} 

It proved to he the long looked foi British squadron It had remained vm 1 * 
inactive in Bengal but had at length ventured out under the command of 
Admiral Gnffin who had arrived from England with two ships one of sixt} 
and the other of forty guns There was no enem} to encounter it and parti} 
b} troops brought with it from Bengal and parti} b} subsequent reinforcements 
from England and Bomba} Tort St David was garrisoned so strongly as to be 
be} ond the reach of danger The aspect of affairs had now completely changed 
and it w"is the turn of "M Duplcix to feel alarm It soon appeared liowev er 
that there w as not much cause for it Admiral Gnffin seemed satisfied w ith his 
acknowledged supremaev at sea without attempting to denv e an} benefit from 
it and tlie whole season for action passed aw a} with no more important result 
than the destruction of a fift} gun ship which had belonged to Labourdonnais 
squadron and w as 1} mg in the roads of 
Madras On the approach of the October 
monsoon an attempt w is made to remain 
on the coast hut it w as found impossible 
and all the ships w ere ultimately obliged 
tq take shelter at Trmeomalee 

In the beginning of 1748 the squad 
ron returned to Fort St David and at 
the same time Major Lawrence a British 
officer of distinguished raent armed to 
tal e the command of all the Company's 
forces in India For some months nothing 
of moment occurred In consequence of 
0 ( rumour that Dupleix was about to renew 
Ins designs on Guddalore Major Lawrence 
formed a camp betw een the garden alread} mentioned and tlie banks of the 
Pennar Here he had remained for some time when the alarming discover} mani 
was made that though not } et disposed to nsh a new campaign the I rencli i u 
governor had with characteristic cunning and duplicity been endeavouring to 
prepare for it by tampering w ith the fidelit} of the native troops m British pa} 

The commander of a body of 400 sepo} s sent from the English settlement at 
fellicherr} had promised to desert with them to the Trench m the first engage- 
ment that should happen and within the fort itself an Indian who had acted 
as interpreter and agent to the English governor of Madras was ascertained 
to have long earned on a treacherous correspondence with the enem} b} 
communicating with Madame Dupleix m tlie Malabar tongue Tlie interpietei 
and an accomplice suffered death and the commandex of the Tellicheiry sep 0}8 
together with ten of their othei officers were banished to St Helena 
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vd 1748 A m oi e honouiable wavfaic than that to w Inch Dupleix lmd thus stooped 
was now anticipated A Fiench squad ion of seven huge ships and tv o snmllei 
lmviiof vessels, which had sailed fiom the Stain ltms in the end of Apnl, wue seen on 
iqu-viroii the 10th of June sailing in the dn eetion of FoitSt D«i\icl The English fleet 
m the roads consisted of tluee ships ol sixt) , thiee ot fifty, thice oi ioit}, and 
one of twenty guns, and could seaieely ha\c failed, if the enemj had been 
bi ought to action, to gam a victoiy Unfoi tunatcl) the admnal and se% end of 
Ins officers were on slioie, and so much time elapsed befoie the ships put to sea, 
that the opportunity was lost The Fiench commander, awaicoi his mfenout), 
had nevei intended to fight, and had only assumed the appeal mice of it, the 
bettei to disguise his mam object, which w as to Lmd 100 soldier, and £200,000 
m silvei at Pondiclieny Having succeeded in this, he at once quitted the 
coast, and left Admnal Gnffin, aftei a vain attempt to discover him, to leap the 
fiuits of what he called his bad foitune, but many designated by a lumber 
name The lattei was the mow taken by a coin t-mai tial in England, and 
he was suspended fiom the semce 

\ ow attempt The English fleet, while engaged m its inutless seaich of the hostile 

onCudda ° , 

lore re squadion, had amved at Madias Fiom the state of w md, some da) b must neces- 

11 sanly elapse befoie it could letiun to Foit St David , and so bent was Duplcix 

on effecting the captuie m which he had been so often baffled, that he detei- 
mined to avail himself of the mtenal in making anothei attack on Cuddaloie 
The foice employed consisted of 800 Euiopeans and 1000 sepois, who, by pui- 
sumg a cncuitous loute fiom Pondiclieny, amved in the morning oi the 7th 
of June at the lulls of Bandapolam Cuddaloie was only three miles distant, 
and the plan was to halt till the night, and then come upon it by smpn.se 
Majoi Lawience, made aware of vdiat was intended, determined to meet strata- 
gem by stiatagem, and caused all the cannon to be bi ought fiom Cuddaloie 
into the fort His object was to make the Fiench believe that be bad taken 
tins step because he thought the place untenable, and meant to abandon it 
without a struggle The stratagem succeeded, and the Fiench, advancing imdei 
the full bekef that they weie about to make an easy conquest, had actually 
applied their scaling - ladders to the walls, when a file of musketry fiom 
all the lamparts, and four or five pieces of cannon loaded wuth gi ape-shot 
opened upon them The cannon, openly lemoved by day, bad been secietly 
leplaced at nightfall, and the garrison had at the same time been lemfoiced 
Of these facts the Fiench were of couise ignoiant, and hence then consternation 
was extreme The panic seized officers as well as men and the whole lushed 
off in headlong flight 

4.mvai of e The Indian struggle had hitherto atti acted compaiatively little notice m 
British England , but at last both tlie government and the Company had awakened 
to a full sense of its importance, and resolved to make adequate piepaiations 
A fleet consisting of seven ships of the navy, with a bomb-ship and tendei, and 
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eleven Maps of the Companv carrying military stores and 1 100 regular troops ad i a 
'nailed from England in November under the command of Admiral Boscawen. 

At the Cape of Good Hope it Mas joined by six ships of the Dutch Fast India 
Company baaing 100 soldiers on board and after a considerable detention by 
contrary Minds proceeded for the Mauritius mIucIi Mas seen on the 23d of June. 

It Mas expected that both this island and that of Bourbon Mould fill easy con 
quests, but the difliculties proa cd greater than had been anticipated and after a 
senes of attempts rendered futile by gross blunders it was re-sola ed by a council 
of war that as the capture eatmf pricticablc was only a secondary object the 
imminent ought to proceed fortliMith to the Coromandel coast m I nch Mas its 
pnmaiy destination. It armed at lort St Daanl on the 20th of July and 
b ing joined ba tbe squadron of Admiral Gnflin who o sera ices Ind entitled 
him to nothing better than a court mnrtnl constituted the most poucrftil naval 
force Mliieh had cacr been brought to the Ikist Indies by any Furopcan nation 
It consi toil of thirty ships thirteen of them ships of the line and none of tlu m 
of less than jOO tons burden 

The English at lort St Daaid Merc elated aboae measure and felt lull of r»e»»ti 
confidence that they Merc not only about to rtcoaer Madras but to aaenge all f r r * i ^ 
the injustice they had suffered by the capture of Pondicherry flicy ini e ht Il * rr7 
well haae this confidence for they were scared} less powerful b} land than bj 
sea mustering in all for service on shore 3720 Furo]>cnns 300 topasscs and 
about 2000 imperfect!} disciplined sepoys. Io these Mas to be added such a 
force ns mi 0 ht be sent h} the Nabob of \rcot mIio suspecting that fortune w as 
again to change sides, had cast in his lot with (he British Io strike at once at 
the centre of the 1 rcnch poMtr and influence Pondicherr} Mas made the very 
first object of attack. The he i\} cannon and cumbrous stores were transported 
in the ships which anchored two miles south of the town while the arm} con 
tmued its course along the shore 

Hie town of Pondichcm situated ught} six miles SSW of Madras occu c <n 
pied a gentle declivity at the southeast extremity of a long flat hill and im 
stretched at the distance of about sev enty yards from the shore rather more than 
a mile from north to south and nearly three quarters of a mile inland It was 
at this tune one of the best built cities in India and when viewed fiom the 
sea presented at once a plcasin 0 and commanding appearance 1 or the hitter 
it was indebted to several conspicuous public edifices nnd more especially to a 
citadel winch though of small dimensions was of considerable strength It 
stood w ltlun the town and along with it was inclosed on the three sides toward 
the land by a ditch and a wall nnd rampart fi nuked with bastions. The 
eastern side facing the sea was defended by sever il batten es which were 
capable of mounting 100 cannons and completely commanded the road tead 
At the distance of a mile froiji the walls a large hedge of aloes and othei 
thorny plmts mtcrmin D led with cocoa nut ind other palms commenced on the 
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ad 17 -is north at tlie sea shoie, and was earned lound, foi abo\ e five miles, in a legulai 
cmve, by the west and south, till it i cached in the laltei dncction the inei of 
Auancoopan Tins hedge, impenetrable to ca\nliy, and not easily to be passed 
even, by infantry, foimed, with the tivei, which fell into the sea a mile and a 
half below, a complete hue of defence So caiefully had this object been 
attended to, that at each of the openings made m the hedge foi the fom mads 
which led fiom the town to the sm rounding countiy, theie was a ledoubt 
mounted with cannon, and neai the point wheie the hedge loined the mci a 
small foit beaimg the same name had been elected 

Owing to the time which had been lost on the outlaid \oyage, pai tly by 
contiary wands and paitly by the injudicious attempt on the Mauritius, the 
season was fai advanced when the besiegers commenced operations Every 
day, theiefoie, was of the utmost consequence, and not an houi ought to have 
been spent, except upon some object which would contribute essentially to a suc- 
DeHv before cessful lesult Unfortunately a veiy diffei ent pimeiple of action was adopted 
coopui 111 " and the troops, instead of pioceedmg at once to Pondichcnj, stopped shoit at 
the foit of Auancoopan Fiom a very extiaoidmaiy neglect on the pait of the 
authorities of Foit St David, no means had been used, though the fleet had 
long been expected, to obtain such accurate information ns would be needed 
when the siege should commence Hence, when Auancoopm was appioached 
no pei son could be found to give any accurate descupt ion of its uoiks oi it-> 
garrison An engineer sent to leconnoitie, was nfiaul to go neai enough to 
make the necessary observations, and lepiesented it as a place of no stiength, 
though covered by an entienchment, while a deseitei lepoited that it was 
defended only by 100 sepoys This infonnntion was inaccurate, foi the foit 
was atnangle, regulaily fortified, and suiaounded by a deep diy ditch, full ol 
pitfalls, and the garrison consisted of 100 Euiopeans and 300 sepojs, undei an 
active Euiopean ofhcei Admual Boscawen, thus grossly misled, ordcied an 
immediate assault It was made -with the gieatest braveiy, but with the most 
disastrous lesults The storming paity persisted, fiom meie shame, aftei the} 
saw that success w r as impossible, and did not letne till 150 of then numbei 
were stiuck down by musketiy and gi ape-shot, and Majoi Goodcie, the most 
experienced officer of the king’s tioops, was mortally wounded 
Time wasted This was an ommous commencement, but the next step t<iken was still moie 

leprehensible When it was seen that the fort possessed gieatei means of resist- 
ance than had been imagined, theie was no necessity foi lemammg before it 
A small detachment would have sufficed to watch it, and pi event any dangei 
that could have arisen fiom its being left behind. All this w r as ovei looked, and 
the siege of Pondicheny was postponed till this paltry place could be foiced to 
yield. The French were too skilful not to profit by the egiegious blunder and 
by holding the foit as long as possible, gamed the incalculable advantage of 
stopping the entile pi ogress of the besiegers dunng eighteen days Even at last 
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ad 1743 then duty, foi the whole siege, fiom first to last, exhibited nothing but a 
tissue of monstious blundeis 

Evuitationof The Fi ench gamson, oiigmally 1800 Euiopeans and 3000 sepoys, lost only 
200 of the foimei and about fifty of the lattei, and weie theiefoie well entitled 
to sing then Te Baums Even Dupleix may be excused foi the ostentatious 
vanity he displayed m sending bombastic letteis to all the native pimces, 
inclu ding the Mogul himself, intimating how gloriously he had tnumphed 
Tlieie cannot be a doubt that, by the issue of this siege, the leputation of the 
Fiencli foi militaiy piowess lose m India fai above that of any otliei Euiopean 
nation, and that many yeais and signal victones were lequned to restoie to the 
Butisli the leputation which they had lost 

The Butisli, notwithstanding the disgiace and loss which liad befallen them, 
were still moie poweiful than then uvals, and might tlieiefore hope for an 
eaily oppoitumty of legaimng then lauiels Pondiclieny was beyond then 
leach, but Madias lemamed to be lecoveied That this would be the next 
object attempted, was m itself sufficiently piobable Though captmed fanly 
by Labouidonnais, the letention of it was a gioss fraud Of this Dupleix him 
self could not but be conscious, and hence it is easy to undei stand how 
unwilling he was, aftei incurring infamy m ordei to obtain the possession of 
it, to meui the nslc of having it again wiested fiom lnm His anxiety to 
retain thus equalling the eagerness of the oiigmal possessors to iccovei, he 
exeited himself m strengthemng its defences At fiist, indeed, he acted as if 
he had lesolved to laze it entnely to the giound, and commenced the woik 
of destruction by laying the black town m ashes Veiy inconsistently with 
this pioceedmg, he shortly after began to make improvements on the white 
town, and had rendeied it much moie capable than befoie of standing a siege, 
when he had the mortification to learn that all Ins laboru was in vain, as Madias 
was about to leturn uniansomed and impioved to its foimei possessois Hosti- 
Peice of Ait hties between Great Butam and Fiance had been terminated by the peace of 

la Chapel'e J l 

Aix-la-Chapelle, and possession was to be lestoied as neaily as might be to 
the state in which it was at the commencement of the wai It would be diffi- 
cult, and is not necessaiy, to decide how fai the mteiests of the two nval com- 
panies weie beneficially oi injuriously affected by the tieaty of peace In some 
lespects both were gainers The Butisli lecoveied Madias, the Fiencli escaped 
fiom the disasters winch weie evidently impending ovei them, in consequence 
of the mantime supremacy which then uvals had established. 

Warlike ten Now that the sword had been sheathed, and theie was neitliei necessity noi 
tie French pretext foi keeping up powerful and expensive armaments, the natmal course 
companies foi all par ties would have been to abandon all schemes of temtonal aggrandise- 
ment, and confine themselves, m accoidance with then onginal piofession, to 
the peaceful pm suits of commeice On the othei hand, theie were stiong 
temptations to deviate fiom this couise The Mogul empire was onlj the 
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shadow of what it Had once been in all quarters clnefs who had formerly been a r> 1 43 
subordinate were nspinng to independence and to all appearance a general 
scramble for territory was about* to ensue Under such circumstances why 
should the two most powerful nations of Europe consent to lme their hands 
tied up and to remain inactive spectators of a struggle in winch tlieir interests 
perhaps then very existence was involved? Why should the) not become if 
not principals at least auxiliaries and giv e— or not to mince the matter — sell 
tlieir shill and prowess to tbe party able and willin 0 to pa) for them most 
hberall)? Such thoughts bad long been funiliar to Dupleix whose nnagina 
tion was warmed and ambition inflamed wlide be contemplated tbe possibdit) 
of associating Ins name with tlic establishment of a Trench Indian empire The 
supenorit) of the forces which be could bung into the field could no longer be 
called m question. W ith a mere lmndful of men be bad alread) put armies to 
flight Haughty chiefs who formcrlv despised him lmd crouchingl) courted 
bis alliance and he bad only to temper force with polity in order to compel or 
persuade them to acknowledge lnm as their master In the English Company 
no individual lmd yet appeared m a position which permitted lnm to entertain 
or pointed lnm out to others as destined to realize similar views but there can 
be no doubt that both at homo and abroad territorial aggrandisement m India 
was by many contemplated as practicable and longed for as most desirable 
The question of aggrandisement being thus virtually decided in the affirmative 
both by I ranee and England the contest for Indian supremacy did not cease f™ u *«i 
but only changed its form m consequence of the peace and the troops of the 1 imw 
two nations no longer permitted to turn tlieir arms directly against each other tul 1 
had recourse to the expedient of doing it indirectly by taking opposite sides m 
native quarrels lo show m what manner to wliat extent and with what 
lesults this was done it will now be necessary to give some account of that por 
tion of Southern India where this species of armed neutrality between the 
British and French was first exhibited 


CHAPTER IY 


T 1 C male — Itspoltc l atat —Transact o mTa j re Early ca r fClv — * 5 c e fTnclinopol) 


| HE Carnatic anciently called Canara properly denotes the tract Boundary 
1 of country where the Canara language is spoken but has long r tu«« f 
since lost its original application and has two principal mean th Caxn 
mgs one more extensive and the other more limited the for 
S-5S& mer including under it nearly the whole of the south eastern 
portion, of the Indian peninsula from the Kistna to Cape Comorin and the 
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lattei adopting tlie same noitliem limit, but not descending fuithei south than 
the country immediately noith of the Coleioon, and at the same time so con- 
fining it on the west as not to leave it an aveiage bieadth of moie than seventy- 
five miles In this lattei sense the Carnatic is neaily identical with the tem- 
tory which, undei the Mogul empne, foimed one of the principal piovmces of 
the soubah 01 government of the Deccan, and was admmistei ed by the sou- 
bahdai’s nabob or deputy, under the title of the Nabob of Aicot, the whole 
nabobslnp taking its name fiom Aicot, the capital The country thus defined 
consists of two poitions, diffeung greatly m then physical featuies, and distin- 
guished from each othei by the names of Bcdaghaut and Payccncjhm.it, 01 the 
land above and the land beneath the mountain passes The Balagliaut, coveied 
by a poition of the Eastern Ghauts, is elevated, and foims a kind of table-land, 
not so much traversed by continuous ndges as bioken up by isolated bills and 
mountains, using m piecipitous masses, and not unfiequently sepaiated from 
each otliei by deep lavines The Payeenghaut, on the conti aiy, is a man time 
flat, little elevated above sea level, and tiaveised by the beds of numeious 
sti earns, generally diy dm mg the hot, but filled to overflowing dui mg the lamy 
season Immediately south of the nabobslnp of Aicot, and sepaiated from it by 
aboundaiy not well defined, were the two lajahsliips 01 Hindoo states of Tii- 
clnnopoly and Tanjoie, which, though governed by then own pnnees, weie so 
far dependent on the Nabob of Aicot, who levied tubute from them, not indeed 
m his own name, but as the deputy of the Mogul 

The nabobslnp of Aicot was held fiom 1710 to 1732 by an able and populai 
chief, of the name of Sadatulla, oi, moie piopeily, Saadut Oolla Khan. The 
office was not recognized as heieditaiy It was held by commission fiom Delhi, 
but m the event of the Mogul not exeicismg, oi delaying to exeicise the light 
of nomination, a temporaiy appointment was made by the Soubalidai of the 
Deccan Such was the regulai mode of piocedure when the Mogul empne was m 
vigour , but in the state of decay into which it had fallen, the impeiial commis- 
sion was regarded as only a fonn, and the light of appointment was tacitly, if 
not overtly contested between the soubalidai and the nabob, the one claiming it 
as Ins prerogative, and the othei striving to lendei it heieditaiy in Ins family 
Saadut Oolla having no issue, had adopted the two sons of Ins biotliei, and left 
a will by winch he destined the nabobslnp to Doast Ah, the eldei, and the 
subordinate government of Velloie to Boker Ah, the younger By the same 
deed he confened the office of clewan oi pume mimstei on Gholarn Hussein, 
the nephew of Ins favourite wife Nizam-ul-Moolk, who, as has been aheady 
seen, regaided himself as independent soveieign of the Deccan, not having been 
consulted m these appointments, legal ded them as eneioacliments on his autho- 
rity, but, owing to other political entanglements at the time, was not m a posi- 
tion to give effect to Ins lesentment 

Doast Ah, at the time of Ins succession, had two sons, of whom the eldei. 
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Sufder All was armed it mins estate ind several daughters one of -whom vd 1 3 
was married to Murteza Ivhan or Mortiz All Ins brothers son and another to 
1 distant relation of the name of Cbunda Sahib whose daughter by a former Boast ai 
marriage was the wife of the abov e Gholam Hus ein Doast Ah s dewan. Chunda 
Sahib thus son in law to the nabob and father m law to lus minister naturally 
possessed great influence at court His ambition tempted and Ins talents 
enabled lum to make the most of it Lre long under v pretext of assisting his 
fither in law in administering the office of dewan he had managed to supplant 
lum. Kot satisfied with the crul power thus placed entirely m Ins hands he 
aspired to military power also and obtained it by ingratiating himself w ith the 
soldiers. 

The Rajah of Tnclnnopoly had died like Saadut Oolla in 1732 and like Tii Rnj h 
lum also without issue. He had destined the succession to lus first wife hut it i*>iy 
was claimed by 1 collateral male heir who b y the support of the commander 
m cliitf pushed the ranee or queen to the despemte btep of soliciting the aid 
of the Nabob of Arcot It w as readily granted and an army entered the rajah 
ship ostensibly for the purpose of collecting the accustomed tribute but with a 
secret understanding that it was to support the queen. It was commanded by 
Sufder All and Chunda Salub and gradually approached tlie capital where the 
queen still held possession but by a tenure so precarious that the admission of 
a portion of the nabob s troops was deemed necessary to her safety She was 
well aware of the danger which she thus incun ed and took what she conceded 
to be an effectual security against it by requmng Chunda Sahib who con 
ducted the negotiation to take au oath on the Koran that the admitted troop3 
should he employ ed solely to re establish her authonty and then be withdrawn 
He took the oath but baa ing no intention to keep it took it only on a brick 
wrapped up in the usual splendid co\ enng of the Koran and no sooner gamed 
possession than he made the ranee prisoner and hoisted the Mahometan flag 
Measures had been so effectually taken not only m the fortress of Tnclunopoly 
hut at \anous other stations that tlio whole country submitted ‘Without 
resistance to this abominable treachery 

Sufder All returned home leavin_ Chunda Sahib as governor The office Tr* he*y 

f Chund 

of dewan of Arcot liav ing thus become vacant was conferred on Meei Assud b tub 
Sufder Ah s preceptor who well aware of Chunda Sahib s ambitious character 
quickly perceived the senous blunder which had been committed in making 
him ruler of Tnchinopoly It was more than probable that he would be 
tempted to revolt and then the tribute withheld would be the least part of the 
loss as the independence of the nabobship itself would be endangered. These 
representations had their full effect on Sufder All hut were lost on lus father 
Doast All who besides being of an indolent temper was disposed to judge 
Chunda Salub more fa\ ourably and refused to sanction any proceedings against 
him The fact however that such proceedings had been urged was not lost on 
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ad 1732 Chunda Salnb, wlio immediately took measures foi Ins piotection, by putting 
Tnclnnopoly in a complete state of defence, and mtiustmg tiled fnends with 
Ins other most impoitant stations 

Mahrattis Sufdei All and Meei Assud, unable to obtain the nabob’s concimence m 
Into the then designs against Chunda Salnb, detei mined to pursue them without Ins 
Carnatic ] CT1 owleclge, and enteied into a negotiation with the Malnattas Tlie plan was, 
that the Malnattas, undei the pietext of levying the chout which the nabob had 
withheld, should invade his temtoiies, and then, when Chunda Sahib came to 
his lelief, as it was anticipated he would, suddenly unite then foices -with Suf- 
dei All, and make a dash at Tnclnnopoly By this mtncate and toituous 
policy, they overshot the inaik Doast Ah, knowing nothing of undeihand 
anangements with the Malnattas, saw only that Ins temtoiies weie attacked, 
and, with moie spmt than might have been expected fiom his age and habits, 
took post with a handful of men in a pass which was supposed, though enone- 
ously, to be the only one tlnough which the invaders could descend into the 
low countiy He was heie encounteied, defeated, and slam Sufder Ah, who 
had misgivings as to the course winch the Mahrattas might pm sue, letued, on 
hearing Ins fathei’s fate, to Velloie, while Chunda Sahib, who had been 
advancing into Aicot with an auxihaiy foice, hastened back to seeuie Ins own 
mteiests at Tnclnnopoly 

Thwr league The Malirattas, awaie of the advantage which they had gained, thought no 
Au, Nabob more of then engagements with Sufdei All, and, as a means of forcing him to 
ofArcot aU y £ erms -which they were pleased to dictate, commenced then usual system 
of plundei and devastation Sufder, anxious above all things to be immediately 
confirmed m the succession which had opened to him by his fathei’s death, com- 
plied with all then demands, and pm chased then depaiture by agieemg to pay 
them, by mstalments, 10,000,000 lupees, equivalent to £1,000,000 steilmg This 
was the only pait of the tieaty made public, but there was anothei aiticle, 
kept seciet foi veiy obvious reasons, which handed ovei Chunda Salnb to then 
mercy, and left them fiee to appiopnate as much of Ins temtoiy as they could 
conquer at their own expense 

On the first news of the invasion of the Malnattas, the late nabob, as well 
as Sufdei Ah and Chunda Salnb, sent then families and tieasure to Ponch- 
cheny, which they justly legaided as fai stiongei and eveiy way more seeuie 
than any native fortress Chunda Salnb, moieovei, laid m a laige stoie of 
gram at Tnclnnopoly, which, if it could not be staived out, piomised to with- 
stand any effort which the Malnattas could make to take it The Malnattas 
seemed to be of this opinion, foi immediately on then tieaty with Sufdei Ah, 
they tinned then faces noithwaids, and commenced then journey, as if detei- 
mmed to lose no time m legammg their homes It was a meie stiatagem 
They had calculated that Chunda Sahib, as soon as convinced that the} 7 weie 
really gone, would considei his stoies of giam unnecessaiy, and turn them into 
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inonev It was so and though the.} had proceeded 2o0 miles northwest of v.d im 
TnchmopoH the} innde sure of their pn?c b} hastening bach and completely 
blockading the fortress. I amine made defence impossible and after a siege of 
three months, it was compelled to surrender at discretion on the 20 th of March 
17H The Mahrnttas left 1 1 000 men under Morin Row to guard their con 
quest and earned ofT Cliunda Sahib whom tlie\ confined m a strong fort in 
the v icmit\ of Sattarah 

Sufder jVli when relieved from the nlnrm which Clmnda Sahib bad given cinnu 
saw Inrasclf threatened bv a still more fonnidable cncmv Is izam ul Moolh <xm onim 
had relumed to the Deccan and lmd given hnn to understand that as an mdts* 
pcnsable condition to Ins l>cin 0 continued as nabob he inast pa} up all the 
arrears of tnbute which lin 1 uccnied since the death of Saadut Oolla. II is first 
step on receiving this intimation was to remove Ins fainil} and treasures to 
Madras. He had formerlv lodged them in Pondicherry but circumstances had 
transpired to convince lnm that an undcrstvii Im 0 existed between Cfiunda 
Salnb and Duplcix and that ns lus interest was decidt'dl} opposite to that of 
the former lus tniL safet} la} in courting an alliance with the onlv nation which 
seemed capable to counteract the designs of the latter 

Sufder Ah after lie had secured lus treasures in Madras endeavoured tosf^ui 
propitiate Iv 17 am ul Mooli b} plcadm n povertv ihe Mnhmttas lmd impovcr « w m a™, 
ished the country both b} pillage, and the immense contribution which the} 
had exacted and his finance's were in consequence so depressed that he had 
serious thou e hts of retmn 0 from the world altogether and spi nding the remain 
der of Ins davs at Mecca. It is not lthcl} that Is mam ul Moolk would have 
allow ed himself to he defeated of Ins puqxwc bv such pretences, but Sufder All 
was not destined to feci the c fleets of lus resentment for ho penshed shortl} 
nflcr b} the hands of an assassin. Ihe crime wns gencrall} licheved to haac 
been instigated b} Morti7 All who immediate!} cnu«?ed himself to be pro 
churned nabob but, unable to stand the storm of indignation winch Ins ntro 
cions conduct raised was obliged to save Inmsilf b} flight Malioinetl Saaed 
an infant son of Sufder Vli w as nnmedmtel} brought forward b} the arm} and 
contrnt} to expectation was confirmed as lus father r successor h} jS izam ul 
Mooli who at last in 1713 made out las promised or rather threatened visit 
to Arcofc by marching into it with an ami} of 80 000 horse and 200 000 foot 
lies presence was not unnecessary for the countr} was rapidl} eergmg towards i 
anarchy Tv cry petty chief was afTecting independence and on one da} no n m th 
fewer than u 0 htcen individuals bearing the title of nabob presented them Docctin 
Reives to do homa 0 c to Isizam ul Moolh who gave vent to lus surpnso and 
indignation b} declaring that ho alwava unarmed there was only one nabob in 
the Carnatic, and that lie would whip anv of Ins cholxlars or gold sticks m 
waitin 0 who announced an individual under that title 

As Ninm ul Moolk was bent on foimling a new dynast} in the Deccan he 
Xoe I 85 
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ad 1744 piobably judged it good policy to give an exemplification of tbe heieditaiy 
principle m appointing to tbe nabobslnp, and was tbeiefoie easily induced to 
Nizam ui oveilook any niegulanties in the nomination of Mahomed Saaed At the 
rangements same time, be made little sacnfice, as be letamed possession of tbe peison of tbe 
m the Car an( j a dmimsteied tbe government by one of bis officers, Kb o jab 

Abdulla, as deputy Aftei tins anangement, be matched with bis whole aimy 
to Triclnnopoly to expel tbe Malnattas, and succeeded, by piesents and pio- 
mises, without being obbged to stulce a blow Having thus settled matteis to 
bis satisfaction, be letiuned to Golconda Khojah Abdulla, who liad accom- 
panied lnm, lemamed m command of tbe aimy till tbe spung of 1744, when 
be took foimal leave, with tbe intention of lesummg tbe government of Aicot 
Tbe veiy next day be was found dead in Ins bed, without visible maiks, but 
certainly not without tbe suspicion of poison Assuming that be was poisoned, 
pubbc opinion agieed m fixing the crime on tbe peison who piofited most by it 
Tins was Anwar-u-dm, wlio immediately stepped into tbe place winch bad 
belonged to Khojah Abdulla, and lost no time m setting out foi Aicot Tbe 
young nabob, howevei, still stood m bis way It is almost needless to say that 
it was not long, and that anotliei assassination, to which Anwai-u-dm and the 
infamous Moitiz Ah weie believed to be the mstigatois, made the nabobslnp 
once moie vacant Anwai-u-dm was foithwith confirmed m the office, no longei 
as deputy but as pnncipal He was, howevei, most unpopular Tbe stam 
winch was fixed on lnm as tbe supposed muideiei oi associate in tbe muidei of 
Mahomed Saaed could not be wiped away by all Ins pi o testations , and the 
inhabitants of the nabobslnp could not be reconciled to one wlio, even if lie 
could be supposed innocent of the muidei, did m fact owe Ins government to 
the extinction of then favounte lace of native pimces 

It has already been seen how Anwai-u-dm mteifeied m tbe hostilities 
between the Bntish and the Fiench, and passed fiom the one side to the othei 
according as he imagined that bis interest might be affected Owing to Ins 
uncertain and vacillating conduct, Dupleix appeals to have become satisfied that, 
as he could nevei be useful to lnm as an ally, tbe true policy would be to cupple 
him as an enemy, by giving him full employment at home Tbe most effectual 
means for tins pm pose weie easily disco veied Chunda Sahib was still a pnsonei 
with the Mabiattas, but had so many powerful connections in Aicot, that could 
he obtain Ins liberty, and be set up as a claimant foi the nabobslnp, he would 
piobably carry the national feeling along with him In the event of Ins success, 
Fiench interests might be greatly extended by express stipulations pi eviously 
enteied into for that purpose, and even m the event of Ins failuie, moie oppoi- 
turuties might occui of foimmg new and valuable connections with native 
poweis A scheme so much in accoidance with tbe ambitious views winch 
Dupleix bad long entei tamed was not to be delayed, and he therefoie began at 
once to give effect to it by employing some of tbe members of Chunda Salnb’s 
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family still resident in Pondiclierrj as the medium of communication. Chunda adhs 
Sahib as might be expected gladly embraced a proposal which promised at the 
aery outset to give him lus freedom The Mahrattas were equally inclined to UnmdaS 
come to terns So long as Sufder All In ed they had a special interest in detain pomed b 
mg their prisoner because if they allow ed him to escape the instalments to which D pl “ 
they were entitled under then treat} would not be paid. Since his death the 
case had altered for Anwar u din thinking perhaps that he could set the 
Mahrattas at defiance positn ely refused to fulfil the obligations undertaken by 
lus predecessor The Mahrattas therefore had no longer any intei est in 
detaining Chunda Sahib and rtidilj" struck the bargain by which Dupleix 
agreed to pa} a aerv heavy ransom for lum The sum is said to have been 
700 000 rupees (£70 000) 

Chunda Sahib attended b\ his son Aabid Salnb a few friends who had clun£ nispiw»i 
to lnm in misfortune and a small Mahratta force left Sattarah in the beginning Kiat 
of 1748 and proceeded south by slow steps hoping to he ablp gradually to 
lally an arm} around him. On reaching the Kistna the Rajahs of Clntteldroog 
and of Bednore then at open war applied to him for aid. He ga\e it to 
the former and on the 24th of Slarcli a battle took place at Mjaconda m 
which he was defeated and taken prisoner and lus son was lain. He was 
earned in triumph to Bednore but soon regained lus liberty and saw lus for 
tunes suddenly assume a promising appearance at the moment when they seemed 
to ha\e become desperate On the \ ery day when the battle of M}aconda 
was fought Nizam ul Moolk died. Anwar u dm thus lost Ins proti ctor at the 
time when he stood most in need of lum xnd Chunda Salnb obtained powerful 
assistance from a quarter to wlucli lie had ne\er looked for it It will he 
necessaiy howe\er before entering on the senes of e\ents occasioned by the 
death of the Nizam ul Moolk to attend to a transaction which occurred about 
the same time and in which the English East India Company became committed 
to a course of polic} at \ anance w ith that which the} had previously professed 
to pursue 

Shortly after hostilities ceased between the British and French a native Th c m 
pnnee of the name of Saujohee arrived at Fort St David and applied for aid P /a 
to reinstate lnm on the throne of lanjore Seven years had elapsed since he fT j 
had lost it and } et according to lus own account In was not only the lawful 
heir but so powerfully supported that he had only to appear at the head of 
a small force in order to insure success His application was certainly made at 
a favourable time Peace had been suddenl} proclaimed when the British 
ashamed of their discomfiture at Pondicherry were earnestly longm ft for an 
opportunity ot regaining their laurels A large body of troops was assembled 
and ready for action but according to all appearance from the mere want of 
an enemy to fight with they would be obliged to return to Europe without 
having performed a single achie\ ement It is not wonderful that under such 
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circumstances tlie application of Saujohee was welcomed by many The motives 
winch influenced them, howevei, weie not such as the govemoi and council of 
the piesidency could adopt, and then resolution to give assistance was placed 
on very drffeient giounds Besides endeavommg to secure the Company against 
loss by bin din g Saujohee if successful to beai the whole expense of the war, 
they also stipulated foi the cession of the loit of Devicotta, advantageously 
situated at the mouths of the Coleroon, and of the cbstuct attached to it On 
such low giounds, and foi such selfish objects the Company weie made to appeal 
foi the fust time m the veiy questionable cliaxactei of meie mercenaries, lending 
out then tioops foi hue, and sending them to spend then blood in a native 
quairel with winch they had no concern 

The kingdom of Tanjore, m which this injudicious campaign was to be 
carried on, consisted of a tract extending fiom the Coleroon southwards along the 
coast about seventy, and inland about sixty miles It had fallen into the hands 
of the Mahiattas in the time of Sevajee, and was appropriated by his biother, 
Venltajee, who died after a leign of six yeais, leaving tlnee sons It passed to 
all of them in succession m the Older of then bnth But on the death of the 
last, as they had all left clnlchen, a numbei of rival claimants appeared, and a 
civil war ensued, during which tlnee megulai successions took place within seven 
yeais The whole powei of the government had been usurped by Seid, the 
commander of the foit of Tanjoie, who set up puppet kings at pleasuie In 
this way Saujohee, aftei wealing the ci own foi seveial yeais, had been set aside 
to make way for Pertaub Sing, his illegitimate biotliei It is obvious from this 
account that the actual possessor of the throne of Tanjoie at the tune when 
Saujohee made lus application at Fort St David was an usurper, but this affoids 
no justification of the conduct of the governor and council, who had no right to 
embroil the Company m a war foi mercenaiy objects, and who had, moieover, 
on seveial occasions not only recognized him as soveieign, but courted Ins 
alliance 

The force by which it was expected that Saujohee would recovei the king- 
dom of Tanjoie, consisted of 430 Euiopeans and 1000 sepoys, with four field- 
pieces and foui small moitais The tioops, accompanied by Saujohee, and com- 
manded by Captain Cope, set out m the end of March, 1749 , the battenng cannon 
and provisions pioceeded by sea m foui ships, two of them of the line Much time 
appears to have been lost, for it was the 13th of Apiil befoie the army encamped 
on the banks of the Valaiu, neai its mouth at Portonovo, though the distance 
from Fort St David did not exceed twenty miles Time, however, was not the 
most serious loss The wxong season had been chosen The change of monsoon 
fiom north to south took place on the veiy evening of their ainval, and was 
accompanied with a dreadful huincane, winch continued to rage till foui o’clock 
next morning, and with such fury, that many of the diaught bullocks and homes 
were killed, the tents of the camp weie blown to rags, and all the military stores 
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"Were much damaged. At sea the ravages of the storm w ere still greater The a d 1749 
Pembroke a sixty gun ship belonging to the expedition was wrecked only six 
of her crew escaping It was in the same storm that the Namur of seventy four 
guns on which Admiral Boscavvens flag was hoisted and the finest ship of 
tier si 7 e in the English nxvj perished with 7o0 men. 

After another delaj rendered necessary bj a march to Portonov 0 to repair da toy pro- 
file damage winch had been sustained Captain Cope reached the northern ceeJuiES 
branch of the Coleroon Here lie encamped and entrenched because lie was 
afraid to advanco till better informed of tlio Lind of reception that might he 
anticipated. It soon appeared tlmt Saujohees representations w ere not to he 
confirmed Ao persons of rink declared for him and not n single squadron 
joined his standard while Pcrtaub Sings troops were seen moving up and down 
on the opposite bank as if to dispute the passage. Captain Cope thought it 
imprudent to put them to the test and remained where lie w as till he was 
reinforced from Fort St David with 100 Europeans and 500 sepoys. He now 
ventured to proceed and discovered that lie might safety lin\e done it before as 
scarcely any resistance was offered. Difficulties how e\ tr soon multiplied upon 
him. Hie line of march was through a thick wood which exposed them to a 
galling fire from parties of the enemj concealed m it while the open plains w ere 
covered with largo bodies of horse and foot moving on their flanks and rear 
The position was realty perilous and seemed still more so because the English 
troops who had not before been brought face to face w ith an Indian arm} natui 
ally ov errated tht advantage which it derived from vast superiority of numbers 
A general alarm was consequently felt nn alarm which mi 0 ht have grown to 
a fatal panic had not the steadiness of the nrtiUer} kept the enem} at bij while 
a retreat to the nv er was effected Here a council of war was deliberating 
whether to proceed or wait w hen positive orders from Admiral Boscawen to 
advance on Devicotta at all events left no alternative Happily a line of 
road leading through a comparatively open countr} along the banks of the 
river to the sea-coast was accidentally discovered b} some of the soldiers. Pur 
suing it without much annoyance the troops after a march of ten miles halted 
in the evening a mile east of the town 

The ships were anchored near the mouths of the nv er not more than four f jure t 
miles from the camp and } et so imperfeetty were the means of intelligence pro- tio l,ed 
aided that they were not aware of each others presence The excuse afterwards 
given was that the intervening ground was low and covered with trees hat 
was now to be done? The battenng cannon wis on board the ships and tlu * 
troops had only three days prov lsions A sudden assault could not succeed as 
the walls were too high to be escaladed a proposal to adv anr*e the field pieces by 
night and gain an (ntrance by battenng in the gates was rejected perhaps 
because it was too rational for Captain Cope to approve of it and the childish 
resolution was adopted of tryin 0 to terrify the place into a surrender by 
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throwing shells into it In two nights of tins foolish woik all the shells weie 
expended, and noth ing now lemamed but retieat It was accomplished with 
much more difficulty and loss than the advance, and the tioops, aftei a long 
and harassing march, leturned to Fort St David, with nothing better to detail 
than misfortunes and blunders 

The piesidency having undei taken the cause of Saujohee, had still two, and 
only two, honouiable courses befoie them The one was to perseveie in his 
name, the other was to abandon the contest altogether Declining both these 
courses, they devised a tlnrd, winch, though it enabled them ultimately to gam 
then objeot, left a stain on their reputation They made no sci uple of abandoning 
Saujohee, but felt a stiongei longing than evei foi Devicotta It was deter- 
mined, therefore, to wrest it from its ughtful owneis, at all events, wliethei by 
force 01 feai A new expedition was accordingly fitted out, and with much 
more prudence than before It was commanded by Major Lawrence, the officer 
of highest reputation m India, and escaped the fatigue and dangeis of a land 
march, by proceeding at once to the scene of action by sea Six ships, three of 
them of the line, earned the Europeans, 800 m number, with the aitillery and 
baggage , while 1500 sepoys accompanied them in laige boats used by the natives 
for coasting Having arrived and anchoied m the mouth of the Colei oon, the 
tioops and stores pioceeded m boats up the aim leading to Devicotta, and were 
landed on the bank opposite to it This position was chosen, both because the 
ground on the other side was maishy, and the Tanjore aimy lay encamped 
under the walls 

The foit, about a mile m cncuit, formed an megulai hexagon, inclosed by a 
buck wall eighteen feet high, and flanked by square or circulai toweis The 
attack was made on the eastern side by four twenty-four pounders, and m thiee 
days the breach was pronounced practicable The great difficulty now was to 
cross the stream, which besides being dangeious fiom its rapidity, had woody 
banks, from winch the enemy were prepared to defend the passage It was 
ultimately effected by John Mooi, a ship-caipentei, who not only contrived aiaft 
capable of cairymg 400 men, but swam the liver during a very daik night with 
a rope, which was attached without being seen to the loot of a laige tiee on 
the one side and to the laft on the other By this conti lvance the whole tioops 
were tiansported, and soon succeeded m dealing the thickets The enemy 
had not attempted to lepau the breach, but learning from it the dnection m 
which the final attempt would be made, endeavoured to counteract it by forming 
an entiencliment, which sti etched fiom the banks of the liver acioss this side of 
the foit This entrenchment, though not finished when the tioops ciossed, pre- 
sented a serious obstacle to fuither piogress, the more especially that m fiont of 
it theie was a deep and miry uvulet The attack, however, was resolved upon , 
and Clive, who had finally quitted the civil for the mihtaiy sei vice, and attained 
the lank of lieutenant, volunteered to conduct it His offei was accepted, 
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and he ad\anced to the millet with a platoon of thirty four Europeans and 700 adh 
sepoys. The Europeans and part of the sepoy’s having crossed without much diffi 
culty Clive hastened on to take the entrenchment in flank at that part wheie w 
it remained unfinished. The European! kept close hy lnm hut the sepoys who cu* 1 * ' 
had passed remamed at the m ulct w aitmg till their companions from the other 
side should join them. Ch\e and Ins handful of Europeans thus left their rear 
completely exposed. The enemy at once saw their adv antage and a party of 
horse who had stood concealed on the south side between the projections of the 
towers rushed out and were within a feu y ards of the platoon before they saw 
their danger or could face about to meet it In an instant tu enty six of the 
party were cut down only four escaped Ch\e reser\ed for greater things uas 
one of them A horseman had lifted lus sword to strike lnm hut he escaped 
the blow by stepping nunbly nside 

On tlus disaster Major Lawrence lost no time in advancing with all the cpt ™ r 
Europeans in a compact body The trench v as easily earned and the Tanjonnes cou 
after attempting m vain to repeat the manoeuvre winch had pro\ed so fital to 
Glues little band began to save themselves by flight ISo resistance was 
offered at the breach and the fort when entered was found completely evacu 
ntccl The real object of the expedition being now accomplished, the presidency 
had no longer any taste for Tanjonne warfare and only kept up a show of hos- 
tilities till they should he able to secure their new conquest by regular treaty 
It was not necessary to wait long for the king though natur illy indignant at 
having been involved in hostilities with a foreign power which he had done 
nothing to pro\ oke had no inclination to continue them. On proposing terms 
of accommodation he was surprised and delighted to learn that the cl urns of a 
rival to his crown were not to he insisted on and that if a pension of 4000 
rupees was settled on Saujoliec for the sake of saving appearances effectual 
steps would he taken to prev ent lnm from gi\ mg any furthci trouble In short 
the presidency instead of continuing to be his protectors would condescend 
to act as his jailers In return for their generosity m thus sacrificing him 
all they asked for themselves was Devicotta together with as much of the 
adjoining territory as would yield an annual revenue of 9000 pagodas (about 
£3 j 0) and also the expenses of the war' This last stipulation all things con 
sidered was utterly disgraceful to those who exacted it but the king was not 
m a condition to resist for events had just taken place in Arcot which made lum 
aware that he might soon be engaged in a deadly strug 0 le with still more 
formidable enemies 

As Clive was first brought prominently into notice during this Tanjore Ea 'yi* f 
c impaign it will be proper m concluding it to prepare for the remark ible career 
on which he was now about to enter by giving some details of lus earlier life 

Robert Clive the eldest of a family of six sons and seven daughters was 
horn on the 29th of September 1725 at the mansion of a small estate calltd 
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ad mo Styclie, situated in the palish of Moieton-Say, near Maikct-DiaUon, in Shiop- 
shne His fathei, Rich aid Clive, possessed the nbo\o estate, and added to the 
lathei scanty income which he denved fiom it hy practising asahnryct, lus 
mothei was Rebecca, daughtei ol Natlmnul Gnshill, of Maw heater In this 
city lie spent Ins childhood in the f.unih of Mi Bajlei, who had ninmed his 

mothei s sistu Accoidmg 
to this gentleman In* mis m 
/ ' his seventh mui of a fieico 

' ' ' », , and linpmotis tenipei, and 

I ^ 

' V “out of nie.isute addicted” 

^ 1 tol to lighting Ei om Munches- 

T ^ m hei e he took a lead among 
~ ~ ■e£ v o ’ - Ins schoolfellow s foi mischief 

, ,, t.c-’MY ? 1 XA. t .iiul (tiling, and was one 

Robert, Lord CuiF — From tlio picture 1>) Dmce, nignicl in lllOTOlllg SC011 Seated Oil U 

Malcolm * Life of Clirr , , . 

stone spont neai the top of 
its lofty steeple A few years latei he attended the Mei chant Tailors’ School 
m London His last school was at Hemel-Hempstead, in Heiifordslni c, wlieie 
he was m 1743, when he w r as appointed a wutei m the semce of the East 
India Company 

ciwe a ap His destination was Madias, wdnch he leached late m 1711 The voj age 
is a writer was tedious, but he appeal’s to have tinned his time to good account, foi dining 
a nine months’ detention of the ship at Brazil he made himself familial w ith the 
Portuguese language His lettem, written to his fi lends at home shoitly nftei 
lie had entered on the duties of Ins office, display a kindly, thoughtful, manly 
spirit, and are so well expiessed as to justify a doubt of the accurac} 1, of the 
statement which has been made, tliat lie idled away bis time at school, and was 
m consequence very impeifectly educated. To one lie says, “ I must confess, at 
intervals, when I think of my deal native England, it affects me m a veiy pai- 
ticular mannei , liowevei, knowing it to be foi my own welf.ue, I lest content 
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and patient wislitn A the views for which m} fither sont me here nmj in adiw 
nil respects be full} accomplished lo a cousin of Iilh own n 0 c lie opens Ins 
heart more fnllv nml writes ns follows — I real!} tlunh the advantages which 
accrue to us hen. are great!} overbalanced 1>} the sacrifices we make of our eon 
htitutions. I have not Loon unacquainted with the fickleness of fortune and 
inav safeh Ri} I have not enjojed one linpp} da} since I left ni} native 
countrv I am not ncqu tinted with nm one finulv in the place and have not 
assurance enough to introduce ni}«slf without King asked. If the state I am 
now in will admit of nm happiness it must he when I am wntin 0 to in} 
friends. Letters Min.lv were first invented for the comfort of such solitar} 
wretches ns im self 

These extract* have n tinge of the melnucholv to which he was constitu IU CT 

° tit ti *1 

tionall} Mil tee t nml which w es doubtless aggravated not nienl} 1>} the loneli m ian i ij 
ness referred to in them hut also 1>} an tmplo}ment t*» which he appears from 
the ver} first to have had n de'culed aversion As }ct the character of the 
Compati} was almost cntinl} imrcantih nml the writer spent his time ver} 
much ns onlinar} dirks elo in lni^o commercial establishment* While thus 
emplo}cd Clives temper occnMonall} gave wnj and the secretar} under whom 
writers were placed on their first nrmni was so offended nt something he had 
said or tlone tint he complained of lnm to the gov cnrnr He w ns ordered to ask 
the pecrctar} s pardon nml complied but shortl} nfter when that gentleman 
With great 1 indues* wislnn 0 to burv the pest in ol h\ ion mv ited him to dinner 
ho received the ungracious surl} nml half vindictive answer No sir the 
governor did not command me to dine with }ou Other lnttmpcmte nets 
hazarding the loss of his situ it ion are recorded nml he is even said to have 
made nil attempt on lus own life Hie account given is that an acquaintance 
calling upon him was asked to til o up a pistol which was l}in n in the room 
and fire it out of the window On hoeing that it went off Clive who was 
Hitting in a verv gloom} mood started up as if astonished nml exclaimed 
Well I am ri served for somethin,, lhnt pistol 1 have twice Minpped nt my 
own head. the last act of Ins life makes this storv not improbable nml }ct 
it cannot l>c considered as perfect!} nutht nticated 

If want of congenial employment w ns one of the mum causes of this wild ni *^r« 
and reckless conduct the reined} was nt hand Labonrdonnais attack on c»it r 
Madras in 174G must for the tune at lost have converted ever} servant of the 
Coinpan} within it into n soldier No record remains of the manner in winch 
Clive comported himself but it can scared} be doubted tlrnt had defence been 
attempted he would have been found among the foremost As it was lie on!} 
shared the fite of his fellows nml was still resident in the town as a prisoner 
of war when Duplux by grossl} violating the terms of capitulation freed him 
from Ins parole and left him nt libert} to consult lus conv eiuence or safet} 
m an} way he pleased. On this occasion he was one of those who escaped dis 
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a d i 7 jo guisecl as natives, and succeeded in 1 caching I'oit St David Ilcie, silently 
affcei Ins amval, lie became involved m a tiansaction which gave lnm moie 
notonety than fame Two officei s, who had won money at cauls, wcic stiongly 
suspected of having played unfanly, but most of the loseisweie terufied into 
payment Clive, who was one of them, w as not to be so bullied, and distinctly 
declaied that he would not pay, simply because the mow*} was not f.uib 
won The officei whom he thus accused challenged him The parties met, 
it is said, without seconds Clive having hied and missed , Ins antagonist came 
up, and holding the pistol to Ins head, told him to ask his life He did so, 
and was then told that he must also letiect his cliaige of unfan play He 
lefused, and when the pistol was again placed at his head exclaimed, “Fne, 
and be I said you cheated, I say so still, and I will nevei pay you” 

The officei, in astonishment, tlnev away Ins pistol, saying that Cine was mad 
Clrveobt-uns It is piobable that at Foit St David Clive lesumed Ins occupation as a 
commission wutei, but ltwas only as a tempoiaiy expedient He had found Ins tine "voca- 
tion, and in 1717 obtained an ensign’s commission The hopes nlicady entei- 
tamed of lnm appeal fiom the lettei of the couit of dnectois of tins } eai to 
the piesidency of Madias Aftei alluding to the captiue by Labouidonnais, 
they say, ‘'Be suie to encouiage Ensign Clive m Ins maitial pursuits, accoiding 
to Ins meut any nnpiovement he shall make tlieiem shall be duly legal ded 
by us” His ffist lecoided seivice aftei he obtained Ins commission was at the 
mismanaged siege ot Pondichcuy, wlieie he atti acted much notice by activity 
and gallantly Stiange to say, lumoui at tins veiy r tune clanged him with 
an act of cowaidice While posted at a batteiy the ammunition failed, and he 
lan off to bung it, instead of sending a scigeant oi coipoial An officei 
maliciously insinuated that it w r as not zeal but feai that had made him run 
Clive, the moment he was made awaie of the insinuation, called upon the 
officei to disavow it, and on leceivmg only an unsatisfactoiy explanation chal- 
lenged lnm While they weie on the way to the place of meeting, some 
mitatmg woids passed, and he w r as stiuek by his opponent Then sw r oids 
were instantly diawn, but some peisons piesent mterfeied and pi evented them 
fiom fighting Their conduct was made the subject of a com t of inquiiy, and 
as the falsehood and malignity of the insinuation weie easily pioved, the 
autlioi of it was ordeied to ask Clive’s paiclon m front of the battalion to 
which they both belonged Heie the mattei ought to have lested, but as no 
notice had been taken of the blow, Clive insisted that satisfaction was still 
due On its bemg lefused, lie waved his cane ovei the head of Ins antagonist 
and bianded him as a cowaicl It would seem that he leally was so, foi he 
submitted to the disgiace, and next day lesigned his commission 
Hisprelo- The details now given bung down the nai native of Clive’s life to the date 
qualities’ of the second Tanjoie campaign, m which lie has been seen volunteeung to lead 
the assault on Devicotta, and making a hanbieadtli escape with bis life dining 
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the act of (hung The insight thus fir obtained into Ins character disposes ad no 
us to regard lnm as a man of a gloomy cast of mind and a hot irritable temper 
jealous of Ins honour and quick to resent an injury bold e\ en to foolhardiness 
jet collected in the midst of danger never losing his presence of mind but 
alw ajs performing his part fearlessly with indomitable energj and perseverance 
As jet little opportunitj lias been given for tlie displaj of these qualities but 
thej will soon find a proper sphere and make then possessor the hero of great 
ev ents 

In concluding tlie account of the T injore campaign it was observ ed that the s <*■«>•* t 
kings submission to tli« harsh and unjust terms imposed upon him was paitlj Mooikdis 
owing to the danger with which he was threatened from another quarter The p teJ 
events in which this danger on 0 mated must now be explained Nizam ul 
Moolk left six sons. At his death Ghazi u din the eldest w as ln to h in office 
at the court of Delhi and easily obtained flora the emptroi Ahmed Shah a 
confirmation of his succession to the soubah of the Deccan Other engagements 
however prevented him from attempting immediatelj to take possession and 
rival claimants taking advantage of his absence began to contest the succes 
sion On the one side Nazir Jung as the second son of Nizam ul Mooli pre 
tended to have become lawful lien bj an alleged renunciation of lus eldei 
brother on the other side Hedavet Mohv u din khan afterwards 1 nown b> 

Ins title of Muzzuffer Jung ictorious in \\ ar) though onlj the son of Nizam ul 
Mooli s daughter clumed in virtue of an alleged will bj winch lus grandfather 
with whom he had alw ajs been a special fwounte bad left lnm the soubah of 
tlie Deccan and the greatest part of lus treasures Nazir Jung had the stait 
of Ins competitor and gaining possession of tlie treasures possessed the most 
effectual means of securing the favour of the armj Mu^zuffer Jun 0 s cause 
liad in consequence become almost hopeless when he w as unexpectedly joined 
bj Chunda Salub who encouraged bj piomises of aid from Duplex was pre 
paring to contest the right to the nabobslnp of Arcot with Anwar u din llie 
union between Muzzuffu Jung and Chunda Salub was founded not only on 
mutual intei ests but also on aimiiantv of fortunes inasmuch as they were both 
claiming on a female title 

1 he combined forces forming a respectable army immediately ndv anced to t> fe - 1 t 
the frontiers of the Carnatic and were there joined bv a powerful reinforcement adw 
fiom Pondicherrj It consisted of 400 Europeans and 2000 sepoys under the ^ A tc t°' 
command of M dAuteuil who had been allowed by the blundeiing of the 
nabob to make their march across the low countrv vv ltliout molestation Seeing 
the aid given to his enemies bj tlie French Anwar u dins natural course would 
have been to strengthen himself bj an alliance with the Fnglisli but w hether 
lie was so confident m his own might that he disdained to ask assistance or the 
miserable expedition to Tanjoie hid made them averse or left them too feeble 
to afford it he advanced unaided to the encounter His armv consisted of 
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12,000 cavahy and 8000 mfantiy, with winch he took up a position with one 
flank lestmg on the lnll-foit of Ambooi, about fifty miles west of Aicot, and 
the othei on a hill bounding one of the passes into the Carnatic If he chose this 

spot undei the idea that it 
commanded the only piac- 
ticable entrance into Ins 
temtones, he was mis- 
taken, but the enemy, 
though ynobably aware of 
his blunder, did not attempt 
to piofit by it Then num- 
bers doubled Ins, and they 
doubtless deemed it moie 
ci editable to force his posi- 
tion than to evade oi turn 
it The brunt of the action 
on their pait fell on the Fiench troops, who gallantly earned the position, 
aftei they had been twice lepulsed The contest was now hopeless, but 
Anwai-u-dm contmued it with gieat biavery till he was slam TTis two sons, 
Maphuze Khan and Mahomed All, were both present The formei was taken 
pusonei , the lattei fled and took xefuge m Tnchinopoly, nearly 250 miles 
distant fiom the scene of action The victorious army pioceeded at once foi 
Arcot, and enteied it without opposition Muzzuffei Jung and Chunda Sahib 
immediately assumed the dignities winch they had claimed, the one taking the 
title of soubahdai and the other of nabob Much time which ought to have 
been employed m giving a finishing stioke to the wai was consumed m childish 
ceiemomals, but, as if this had not been enough, Dupleix thought it light 
that his own vanity also should be giatified, and the new soubahdai and nabob 
made a pompous entiy into Pondieheny, wheie they spent some tune vying 
with then enteitamei m senseless extiavagance French mteiests at the same 
time were not foi gotten, foi Chunda Sahib made the company a giant m pei- 
petual sovereignty of eiglity-one villages m the neighbouiliood of then capital 
The ceiemomals ovei, Dupleix, fully alive to the dangei of furtliei delay, 
uiged the depaiture of Ins guests, and laboured to impiess them with the neces- 
sity of proceeding instantly against Tnchinopoly They expressed complete 
acquiescence m all his views, and set out as if detenmned forthwith to cany them 
into effect No soonei, howevei, weie they beyond the leach of Ins rmpoitumty, 
than they followed then own course They did pioceed with their army foi 
the south, but suddenly changed the dnection and turned fiom Tnchinopoly to 
make a campaign m Tanjoie Then motive was to leplemsh the treasury, 
which was neaily exhausted Tanjore seemed the fai easiei conquest of the two, 
and they had no doubt that, at the veiy worst, the king would gladly buy them 







2 .lEfiohv.. ' ’ 







„ ______ . 

Hill fort of Awboor — From Gold's Oriental Drawings 



CnAr I\ ] 


THE MADIUS PPEbIDENC\ 


445 


off by a large contribution. Being thus undecided as to the char icter winch they ad 1 w 
ought to assume the} acted in the inesolute mauner usually e\lubited in such 
circumstances and allowed themselves to be entiapped into a npgotiation which 
the king skilfully protracted till he knew that Nazir Jung had arrived in 
Arcot This was a contingency which though most piobable in itself had never 
once occupied their thoughts. Indeed their first knowled 0 e of it was obtained 
by a message from Duplerc. It had all the effect of a surprise and they took 
the only course open to them by ictreatin Q with precipitation towards Pondi 
cherry 

While the Trench w ere taking a decided part in the great stmg D le which st« g 
v\ as to determine the future fortunes of the Deccan the English knew not how th m draa 
to act The piestdcncy had on tin ir own responsibility become parties to a r “ a 
war m Tinjore hut the result had disappointed them and their interference 
now seemed to them not a precedent w Inch they ought to follow hut a beacon 
winch they ought to avoid. The success which had attended the French arms 
w as as gall and wormwood to them and they would fam hav e employ ed all their 
force on the opposite side especially if they had felt sure that it was to prove 
the winning side. Tins however was very doubtful and the result of inter 
meddling therefore might be to subject themselves to the displeisure and 
ultimately call down the v engeance of the successful competitors for the soubali 
and nabobslup These and similar considerations might perhaps hav e justified 
them in resolving to remain as mere spectators of the contest but certainly 
could not justify the very extraordinaiy course which tliev adopted When 
Mahomed All who had shut himself up m Tncbinopoly and assumed the title 
of nabob earnestly implored tlieir assistance they at first turned a deaf ear and 
afterwards ns if in mockery rather than in earnest sent him a paltry reinforce 
ment of 120 Europeans By this act they committed themselves as much as if 
they had sent him 1000 They had chosen their side and must maintain it 
and yet with monstrous and suicidal inconsistency they at this very time 
declined Admiral Boscawens offer to remain and allowed him to depart with 
Ins fleet for Europe So absurd did the proceeding appear to the French that 
for some time they did not believ e the departure to be more than a feint but at 
length when satisfied that it was a reality could not refrain from openly mam 
festmg their delight 

After the British and French had taken their sides both were naturally Bra 
anxious to show that they had made the right choice and giv en then support to ppo« t 
those w ho had the best title On tins subject v olumes w ere written but to v ery t 
little purpose for two reasons first because w ere it worth the w bile it could qiar L 
easily be shown that the titles of all the claimants were absolutely bad and 
secondly because it was mere hypocrisy on the part of tin two companies to pre 
tend that they were fighting for legitimacy when it was well understood tha* 
the justice of the war was a matter of peifect indifference to them and that tlieir 
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tiue position was tliat of meicenanes, intent only on the gam which they 
stipulated, 01 might he able to extoit, m letuin foi then sei vices The most 
favouiable view that can he taken of the mattei is, that the regulai course ol 
government had been completely bioken up, and that, in the geneial scramble 
which had ensued, the two companies weie as well entitled as any other paities 
to make the most of it, moie especially as it was not impossible that then 
impoitant commeicial mteiests might be compiomiseu. 

When Muzzuffei Jung fhst took the field, Nazn Jung seems to have 
legal ded it as little moie than a youthful outbiealc, which, if it did not cany its 
own punishment along with it, might at any time be easdy suppiessed Aftei 
the battle of Ambooi he saw leason to view it m a veiy chfieient light, and 
made Ins piepaiations accoi dmgly Appointing the celebiated loit of Gmgee, 



A The Gieit Mountain of Gingee, on the top of w inch is a 
small fort situated on an entire rock, and tenable tv ith 
ten men against any open force which may be brought 
against it There is very fine water vn a cleft of the 
rock 

B St George s Mountain C, The English Mountain 

D, The royal batter} E, The pettah of Gingee 


a, Gate of the second nail \ 

b, Gate of the third u all > leading to the Gieat 'Mountain 

c, Gate of the fourth 11 all ) 

d Gate leading to Tcrnamalei e, Pondichcrr} gate 

f, Port du Biable, or Devil’s gate g Devil s tank 

lihli li. Barracks and lodgings of the French garrison 
1, A pagoda for travelling Brahmins 


situated about thirty -five miles noith-west of Pondicheny, as the geneial 
place of rendezvous, he rssued summonses, in his eliaiactei of Soubalidar of 
the Deccan, to all its various dependencies, and soon saw himself furnished 
with contingents from all quartets, to such an amount that his whole army 
was estimated at 300,000 Among these were a contingent of 6000 hoise, 
furnished and commanded hy Mahomed All, whose hopes of the nabobsliip 
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were bound up with Jsazir Jungs establishment ns soubalidar and a contm a.d i a 
gent of GOO Europeans furnished by the Company ancl commanded by Major 
Lawrence ibc presidency baaing satisfied themselves that the man who 
could muster an army of 300 000 men must be the real soubahdai h id got nd 
of nil their doubts and scruples on the subject of Ins title and resol\ ul mag 
nammously to share ins fortunes. At the wine time it w as thought prudent to 
ft. cl Ins pulse and Major Lawrence together \\ lth Captain Dalton and a mem 
her of council who accompanied them were commi sioned to act as n tno and 
treat with Jsazir Jung on the interests of the Company He received them 
with politeness paid tiiun oriental compliments and was liberal m Ins promises 

Ihc I rcncli cmlc.iv oured to keep up the spirits of their allies and along with a i J * 
them took up an excellent position from winch all the mighty host of Jsazir a tt» 
Jung would lme been unable to dislodge them. Ihc only part of the forte ) 
re illy fonnidable was tlic detachment under Major Lawrence. At dAuteiuI 
endeavoured to bribe it into inactivity by sending a messenger to acquaint the 
major that though their troops were arrayed on opposite sides it was Ins wish 
that no I uropean blood should be spilled. lie therefore asked to 1 now m what 
pvrt of Jsazir Jungs army the Lnghsh took post in order tli it none of his shot 
might come that w ay Major Law rencc estimatin 0 tins communication at its 
true worth replied that the English colours were earned on the flag gun of 
their nrtillei} and that though lie too w as anxious to spare European blood he 
would certainly return any shot tint might be sent him M dAuteuiI m pro 
posing a kmd of neutrality between the I rench and English had not gnen the 
true reason. His men were m mutiny and no fewer than thirteen of his 
officers had thrown up their commissions m presence of the enemy This 
unworthy proceeding w ns adopted to n\ engo thcmsclv es on the governor with 
whom they lnd had a bitter quarrel before lea\in 0 londieherry lhe cause 
need not be inquired into but the effect was impoitant M dAuteiuI con 
vinccd that Ins men would not fi 0 Ut ordeied them to quit the field and march 
home without delay Muznifftr Jung who lnd prtviouslv begun to despair of 
his cause and been attemptin B to come to an accommodation w ith his uncle 
thought that not a moment w as to be lost and on recci\ ing a solemn assui mce 
that he would neither he mipusoned nor deprived of the government which he 
had held dunn e his grandfathers lifetime passed over to the enemy lhe 
pled e c given him was violated without scruple He was immediately thrown 
into fetters and his troops attad ed and dispersed w ere almost cut to pieces 
Chunda Sahib behaved with more spirit and fared better Accompanying the 
French at the head of his cavaliy he repeatedly charged the Malirattas who 
led bv Morin How hung upon their flanl and rear and well m 0 h succeeded m 
cutting off their retre it 

Tlit arrival of the troops m wretched plight threw Pondicherry into conster n pi i 
nation. Dupleix thou 0 li lie pretended to mal e light of it saw the full extent ^ „ y 
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of the disastei, and, as usual when foiee failed, had recouise to diplomacy It 
was known that there was consideiable disaffection in Nazn Jung’s camp 
Seveial chiefs, who had pledged themselves foi the honourable treatment of 
Muzzuffei Jung, were indignant at Ins captivity, and still moie at the evasive 
answers given to themselves when they applied to be confhmed m then govern- 
ments Dupleix, having obtained pei mission, aftei seveial lebuffs, to send an 
embassy to Nazn Jung’s camp foi the purpose of negotiating a peace, employed 
Ins deputies not only m ascei taming the extent of the defection, but m foment 
ing it Then pioposals weie puiposely so flamed as to piotiact the negotiation, 
which, though it ostensibly failed, gained all that he sought by it He had 
secuied a paity who, fiom belonging ostensibly to Nazn Jung’s camp, would 
do better service than if they had been ranged undei Fiench banneis 

Majoi Lawience, who had suspicions of the French deputies, endeavouied to 
put Nazn Jung on Ins guaid, and obtained a peisonal interview foi this pui- 
pose, but as he could only communicate by an mterpietei, who feared to give 
the true meaning of Ins woids, the warning was given m vain The majoi then 
endeavomed, along with the deputies who accompanied lnm, to obtain a con- 
fiimation of a grant of temtoiy neai Machas, which Mahomed All, as nabob 
had made to the Company m letum foi the seivices of then tioops After 
much pievancation compliance was piomised, piovided he would accompany the 
camp to Aicot, to which the soubahdai was eager to proceed, not for any stia- 
tigetical purpose, but to indulge his taste foi licentious pleasures Disgusted 
at all he saw, Majoi Lawience refused, and aftei speaking Ins mind fieely, 
letumed with Ins tioops to Fort St David 

Leaving Nazir Jung to his degiadmg pleasures at Aicot, we must now 
follow the proceedings of the Fiench, who, having recovered fiom their constei- 
nation, not only began to legam then lost ground, but were emboldened to 
make new conquests In older to avenge an attack which had been made by 
Nazir Jung’s ordeis on their factory at Masuhpatam, situated at the mouths of 
the Kistna, a detachment of 200 Euiopeans and 300 sepoys, with seveial pieces 
of batteung cannon, weie embaiked at Pondicheny, in two laige ships, m the 
beginning of July, 1750, and landing m the night, took the city by surprise 
with almost no loss It was immediately put m a position of defence, and 
leseived to become the nucleus of othei conquests which ivere akeady meditated 
m the same quartei Their next conquest, if not so important m itself, did 
more to ledeem the credit of their aims About fifteen miles east of Fort St 
David stood the town of Tuvadi, with a pagoda so strongly fortified as to seive 
as its citadel It seemed to the French a desirable possession, both fiom its 
proximity to the British territory, and as a station which might be turned to 
good account m a southern campaign It ivas taken ivithout resistance, 
and gamsoned Avith only fifty Europeans and 100 sepoys Mahomed All, 
to whom it pieviously belonged, justly infeiiing that the capture had been made 
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not for itself but for ulterior objects took alarm and rcsol\ cd to nuke in effort um o 
to regim it M it!i tins view lie raised an arm} lulf of it drawn fiom the sou 
bahdars camp at Aivot and b) uign 0 mg to ilcfra) nil expenses induced Major 
Lawrence who was nctm 0 it lort StBiaidns temporal-) go\ernor to send lum 
a detiehment of 100 ruropeins iml 1 >00 sepoys His whole force mustered 
20 000 men with whom after eneunpro 0 fora short tune in the phun of In 
aandipirun i little west of lort SL Dai id from winch he wis to rccene two 
poun lers and mihtirj stores he marched alon e the south I> ink of the Pennar 
ind found tin. I rcnch ted on the opposite bank about ei 0 ht miles cist of 
Irnidt The Irtnch were entrenched and Mahomed Ah though strongly 
urged b\ Captain Cojk who commanded the Bnti h detachment to tike up n 
po ltiou winch would force nn cn 0 n 0 unent wis too cow anil) to comply and w i m w i 
contented hwnsjf with .skirmishes and a distant cannonade Aftti some time «,««- w 
wasted in this waj Mahomed All projioscd mirch«i 0 off to tho west, but 
Ciptun Cope refund to occompan) linn and on bun 0 refused payment of the 
expenses which had been pronu ed was ordered b) Major Lawrence to return 
with lus troops to lort St. Daud. Hie) nm\ed there on the 1 »th of August 
and the 1 reach lo t not n moment in taking nd\intn 0 e of their absence. Mus 
tenn 0 a force which amounted in all to 1800 1 uropems 2 >00 sepojs, and 1000 
Jiorse leaied !>) Chunda Silnb thej bronjit the mein) to action iml giincd 
a complete aictorj without the loss of a sin 0 lc man Mahomed Ah escaped 
with difficult and rciclied Arcot with onl) two or three attendants. 

Is ot withstanding the constcnntion produced b\ tins defeat Aazir Jun e still « **y ->i 
remained mnctiac and the I rcnch left at full Illicit) to pursue their \ ictonous t n t 
career w ere emboldened to ntticl 0in o vU Hus celebrated fortress m which 
we hi\e nlrcad) seen the Mahrattns resisting for mail) )Cirs the whole power 
of the Mo e ul unpin. under Annutgftbe is situated mnon 0 the Eastern Glnuts 
about tlnrt> fno miles north west of Pondiehen) and u„bt) five, miles south 
west of Madras. It consisted of three steep and engg) hill® with an inter 
\enm 0 hollow the whole surrounded b) aloft) wall flanked with towers and 
inclosing an nrea neirl) three miles in circuit. The tow n la) in the hollow and 
the hills were both crowned on their summits and nlon^ their dcchuties with 
forts and other w orks tendenn 0 the w hole place so strong nt least according to 
Indian ideas ns to be deemed impregnable How little it was l call) so was 
soon made apparent The mam bod) of the Eiench arm) w is commanded b\ 

SL d Auteuil but was preceded b) a detiehment of 2o0 Europeans and 1200 
sepO)S with four field pieces under M Buss) who was rapidl) establishing the 
reputation winch ho ultimately acquired of bcii) 0 the ablest French offitci in 
India His object probibl) was to take the place bj surprise baton coming 
in sight of it he found o000 of the fugitives from Tmadi encamped under the 
walls He waited therefore till the mam bod) came m sight and then attack 
ing dro\c off the enemy with little difficult) One of the gates of the outer 
\ot I 6T 
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ad 17 jo wll a\ as next duven open by a pet.ud, and the Avhole of tlie tioops, aitilleiy, 
and baggage were lodged m the town befoie night, -with the loss ol only tlnee 
01 four men The leal contest now began the enemy bung and tin owing 
rockets fiom then mountain heights, while the Fiend i answeied them hom 
then guns and moitais The mischief done m this way by eithei side was not 
gieat, and piepaiations weic made foi an assault This lion out was icseived 
solely foi the Eiuopeans, who attacked the tlnee hills at once in sep.uate 
parties, earned ledoubt aftei lcdoubt, leached the summits, and had then flags 
flying tiiumpliantly on them all b} day bicak, w ith the loss of only twenty men 
Nazir Jung If the Fiencli weie astonished at thus easily captiunig A\hat was justly con- 

i!te l from°° sideied the stiongest foitiess of the Carnatic, it is easy to eoncenc what dismay 
ins stupor £ lg j. lu t, e nigen C e of the event pioduced m the c«viiip at Aicot Na/n Jung 
was at last aioused fiom Ins disgi aceful stujioi In the excess of Ins confidence 
lie had alloAved many of the chiefs to letuin home with then contingents, and 
sent back the gieatei pait of his own tioops to Golconda Besides lecallmg 
these, he gave a staking pi oof of his feai by sending two officers to Pondicheny 
to negotiate It was now the turn of Dupleix to be impel ious, and he set no 
hmits to the extiavagance of Ins teims He well knew that they would be 
rejected, and had pioposed them with this veiy view, fox the paity wdnch he 
had secuied in the enemy’s camp had oi ganized a conspiracy, and Na/n Jung’s 
life Avas hanging by a tlnead Totally unconscious of the dangei impending 
over him, he ceased negotiating, and began his maich to a\ aids Gingee late m 
Septembei, 1750 Though many of the troops absent on leave had failed to 
return, Ins force still consisted of 60,000 foot, 45,000 home, 700 elephants, and 360 
pieces of cannon Including camp followers, the Avliole ax my Avas little slioit ol 
300,000 This vast and umvieldy bod} 7 niOA 7 ed so sloAvly that fifteen days Aveie 
spent m marching tlmty miles It was still sixteen mdes fiom Gingee Avlien its 
further piogiess was anested by the sudden setting in of the lams Retieat Avas 
noAv the only prudent couise, but it Avas consideied disgi aceful, and aftei the lapse 
of tivo or tlnee days became impossible The Avliole countiy Avas flooded, and 
the camp lay inclosed between two SAvollen rivers Pioausious began to fail, 
sickness as usual followed, and the piospect Avas gloomy in the extieme Nazn 
is anxious Jung, now as anxious to quit the Carnatic as he had been fond of lemainmg in 

to quit tho ° 

cim-itic it, again made oveitures of peace, and expiessed a Avilhngness to submit to the 
terms which lately he would not even entertain Dupleix Avas not unwilling to 
have tvvo strings to Ins boiv, and began to negotiate without losing sight ot his 
conspnators At the same time he found lnmself in a kind of dil e mm a If he 
made the treaty he must abandon the conspiracy, and, m all piobability, sacn- 
fice all the chiefs Avhom he had tempted to join m it, if he lemamed tiue to 
them they would do their bloody deed, and the tieaty would be useless Ulti- 
mately it Avas a mere toss which of the two methods of settlement Avould be 
adopted, foi at the very time he was pressing Nazir Jung’s deputies to send 
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back tlie treat} ratified lie sent orders to M de la louclie w ho commanded at ad mo 
Gin 0 ee to march out to attack the camp whenever the conspirators should 
intimate to him tli it the} were read} This intimation reached Gmgee before 
the ratified treaty was returned to Pondicherrj and Nazir Jungs fate was 
sealed The Fiench force consisting of 800 Emopeans 3000 sepoys and ten 
field piec s im\ ed witlun sight of the enem} s camp It extende 1 eighteen 
miles as every chief had a separate quarter Where the space occupied was so 
enormous the Flench left to themseKes would have been at a loss to choose » «» 
their point of attack hut the conspnators had provided for this b} sending a B 

guide who conducted them to the 
locility immediatel} occupied by Nazir 
Jung He had ratifie 1 the treat} only 
the day before and w ould not at first 
believ e that tlie French had attacked 
him When convinced of the fact 
and askin 0 how the battle went he 
was astonished to learn that a large 
portion of Ins aim\ remained motion 
less is mere spectitors Enraged he 
mounted his elephant and hastened 
off in the direction where the} stood 
Tlie first troops he came up to wen 
those of Ivurpa and N oai Jung think 
mg as it was not }et clear da} light 
that the nabob who was at then 
head on Ins elephant did not recog 
mze him raised himself up to recerv e 
lus salutation when two shots fired from the nabobs howdili pierced his heart 
and he instantly expired 

Muzzuffer Jung was lmraedi itely proclaimed as soubalidar and accompanied m zz «r 
b} a large portion of the army which had just belonged to his murdered prede m im 
cessor set out in triumph for Pondiclierr} The go\ emor and Chunda Sahib tj 1 h * b7 h 
receiv ed lnm in a tent without the gates and a procession tool place in which 
none of tlie usual accompaniments of oriental ostentation were wantin 0 iSo 
sooner was he seated m the palace than the new soubahdar opening Ins heart 
to Dupleix made him aware that along with the honours lie had already began 
to experience some of the perplexities of so\ eieignt} Tlie Pat in chiefs to 
whose treachei} he was mainly indebted for Ins elevation weie determined that 
he should pa} for it hberall} How to satisf} them was tie puzzle Their 
demand was that tliree }ears arrtars of tribute which the} owed should be 
l emitted that m future no tribute should be exacted from them either for the 
territories which the} possessed or tlie large additions which the} thou 0 ht 
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themselves entitled to expect, and that one half of the contents of Na/n Jung’s 
treasuiy should he distiihuted among them 

Dupleix undei took the office of mediator, and, allci se\ei,d da} s spent in 
discussion, concluded an anangement, "winch was signed hy all the putties, and 
with which all of them declaied themselves peifccth satisfied Business was 
natinally succeeded hy festivities, and Pondichcny assumed the appeal ance of a 
gay and luxiuious capital The most goi genus ol the cciemonies v. as the instal- 
lation of Muzzuffei Jung as souhahdai His fust act, altei it was conflicted, 
was to declaie Dupleix goveinoi foi the Mogul of all the countnes south of the 
Itistna All the levenucs due to the Mogul fiom these countnes weie, m the 
fust instance, to pass tlnough Ins hand, and no com hut what was coined at 
Pondicheny was to he cunent m the Carnatic Fiom the teims used it is 
difficult to say whethei it was meant that the souhahdai 01 Dupleix should m 
futme take piecedence, hut m the appointment of Clumda Sahib to the nahoh- 
ship of Aicot and its dependencies, it was expiessly stated that he was to hold 
it undei Dupleix, as his supcnoi To the Fiench Fast India Company the 
immediate advantages w r eie the acquisition of tiacts ol temtoiy neai Pondi- 
cheny, Camcal m Taiqoie, and Masuhpatam, pioducing a leienue cstnn.ited 
hy themselves at £38,000, hut piohahly not less than £30,000, the ludnect 
advantages w'eie unhmited, inasmuch as, undei the titles and poweis confened 
on then goveinoi, they could make them an} thing they pleased The tieasuic 
taken fiom Nazii Jung w T as estimated at £2,000,000 steihng, exclusne of the 
jewels, woith at least £300,000 Of the tieasuie, one-half helonged to the 
Patans, undei the agi cement, the othei half, and the jewels, weie appiopnated 
hy the souhahdai, subject, howevei, to a deduction of £30,000 paid to the com- 
pany, as the expenses of the w r ai, £30,000 to the officeis and tioops which gamed 
the battle of Gmgee, and a piesent to Dupleix, consisting, besides many pieeious 
jewels, of money fixed at the conjectuial amount of £200,000 

Muzzuffer Jung left Pondicheny foi Golconcla on the 4th of Januaiy, 1731 
accompanied hy his own tioops, and also a Fiench detachment, commanded hy 
M Bussy, and consisting of 300 Euiopeans and 2000 sepoys On leaching the 
temtoiy of Km pa, a quarrel ensued between some of the inhabitants and the 
soldieis, and thiee villages weie set on file The nabob, piofcssmg gieat indig 
nation at the mjuiy done to Ins subjects, letaliated hy attacking that pait ot 
Muzzuffei Jung’s division wlieie the women weie placed Accoidmg to onental 
ideas, there could not he a giossei insult, and he w T as vowang to take summaiy 
vengeance when M Bussy intei posed, and pioeiued the nabob an opportunity 
of explaining He did so, but m such terms as only to aggiavate the insult 
It now appealed that the whole affan was conceited The Patan chiefs had 
never been satisfied with the airangement at Pondicheny, and had been on the 
watch foi a favouiable oppoitunity to give effect to then lesentment The 
aimy was about to pass to a defile, and found it pie-occupied hy the Patans, who 
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had even planted the posts leading to it with cannon "which had been hi ought ad 1 51 
forward se\eral days before A battle ensued which was decided by the fire of 
the French nrtilHxv but tlie victory cost Muzzuffer Jung his life In pursuing 
the fugitiv es he came up with the Nabob of Kurnool who finding escape itn 
possible turned at bay witli a handful of tioops Both instantly prepvred for a 
personal encounter and drov e tliPir elephants right in the fxce of each other 
Muzzufftr Jung had lus sword uplifted to strike hut tin nabob anticipated him 
and drove the point of his jav ehn through his forehead into his brain 

The I tench were returning with the acclamations of victory when they s lab um 
learned to their dismay that they had sustain! d a worse loss than defeat P °b h<n 
M Buss) did the best that could be done in the circumstances by urging 
the immediate appointment of a successoi There was considerable room for 
choice for besides an infant son of Muzzuffer Jung three of his uncles the 
brothers of Nazir Tung were m the camp Necessity dictated the exclusion of 
the infant and the choice fell on Salabut Jung who as the eldest of the 
brothers lnd the next best claim M Bussy who had a chief share in lus elec 
tion took care that the interests of his company were not foi gotten and 
procured from him a confirmation of all the grants made to the I rench by lus 
predecessor and the promise of still greater advantages On these conditions 
Dupleix recognized him as soubalidai ind placed M Bussy s detachment at his 
service 
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id and fled for the third time to Inclunopoly ai 
ects were now gloomy m the extreme The En B 
sending him assistance had w ithdrawn in disgust 
nm to lus fate and it was not likely that Chunda 
Sahib would allow lnm to escape as before bv repeating the blunder into which 
he fell when instead of laying siege to fnchmopoly he invaded Tanjore 
Dupleix could doubtless control his movements and would take care that they 
were conducted more skilfully Mahomed Ah while thus tlneatened and per 
plexed w as incapable of comm 0 to any manly decision and followed the true 
bent of his nature by weaving an intricate web of policy TV bile applying to 
every quarter from winch any aid could be anticipated — to the Mahrattas the 
Mysoreans and the British presidency — he entered into secret communications 
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wxtli the Fiench, and adjusted, it is said, the ten ms of n ti eat} , hy which lie 
was to lenounce Ins claims on the nahohslnp of Aicnt, and content himself w ith 
some mfenoi appointment m the Deccan The sunendei of Tiiclnnopoly, of 
course, fonned a leading stipulation m such a tic.it\ , and, when completed, 
would have fonned anothei most impoitant link m the scheme of Fiench 
aggi andisement, on which Duplcux w as exciting all Ins oneigios with e\eiy 
piospect of success 

The Madias piesulenc) could not but be aw me that the ultimate effect of 
the accomplishment of this scheme would be to dine the Bntish and c\ ciy 
otliei Emopean nval fiom the field, and make the Fiench absolute masters of 
the destinies of India, but so little weie the\ picpaied to take the course which 
even self-pieseivation should have dictated, that they \ oluntai lly depmed 
themselves of the ablest aad most expel icnced ofiicei in then semee, by 
allowing Majoi Law 1 cnce to sail foi England When they had thus weakened 
then hands they began to be alanned .it the consequences of then timorous 
policy, and wished that thev had not so hastily withdrawn then aid liom 
Mahomed All The best lepaiation they could now mike, was to send lnm a 
new detachment, and endeavom if possible to dissuade him fiom the suicidal 
step which he was undeistood to be contemplating of making a sunendei of 
Tiiclnnopoly The aid thus ofleicd consisted only* of 280 Emopeans and 300 
sepoys, but he gladly accepted it, as his foi tunes, m consequence of iccent 
events, weie assuming a moie fa\ omable aspect lie had been a steady 
adheient of Nam Jung and it was not umeasonable to suppose that Salabut 
Jung would latliei confide in Ins biothei's inend than in those who had been 
the main instiuments of Ins assassination At all events, as he had i amoved 
with Ins ai my into the Deccan, it was not likely that he would soon letuni 
to the Carnatic Cliunda Salub would thus be left to fight bis own battles, 
and tlieie seemed no leason to despan of being able to mustei a force equal to 
any which he could bnng into the field 

The fiist campaign m winch Mahomed All was concerned, aftei he had 
renewed his alliance with the Bntish, pioved vciy disastious In addition to 
Tiiclnnopoly, he claimed authonty ovei two tenitones oi kingdoms, the one, 
Maduia, lying immediately south, and the otliei, Tmnevelly, lying beyond Ma- 
dma, and leaclnng to Cape Comonn His powei in these kingdoms was moie 
nominal than leal, and with the view of establishing it moie fhmly, he fitted 
out an expedition, and gave the command of it to Ins bi otliei, who met with 
little opposition fiom the inhabitants, but w r as paialyzed by a mutinous spmt 
among Ins own soldiers Then sympathies w-eie with Clmnda Salnb, and had 
not strong measuies of lepiession been used, they w r ould have declaied m Ins 
favour In Maduia a sinnlai feeling prevailed, and being fosteied hy r a soldier 
of fortune, who had once been in the service, and was still m the inteiest of 
Cliunda fealnb, gained a complete ascendant m the gamson of the capital 
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As the lose of Madura by mtenupting the communication with Tinnevelly a d i si 
from which M (homed Ah expected a considerable revenue greatly crippled his 
resources Captain Cope who commanded the Company s detachment volun fdaw f 
teered to recover it His means were very inadequate He had onlv one m pt 51 
battering cannon, three field pieces and two coehoms and with these he set out 
at the head of 150 Euiopeans and 600 native cavalry to lay siege to a city 
ihove two miles in cncuit and fortified with i double wall and a ditch lhe 
deficiency of troops so far at least as regarded numbers was however sufiu lently 
supplied for On coming within sight of Madura he was joined by the arm) of 
nearly 5000 men which was returning from Tinnevelly the artillery continued 
as befort and Ins whole success depended on the breaching power of a laige old 
native gun which might at any moment burst in Ins hands The enterprise 

though little judgment had 

been display ed in arranging TIF 

through one of them at the ’iiL — 

inner wall for two successive i r gt -> 

days made a breach winch 

was deemed practicable 

with the aid of fascines It 

was now resolv ed to storm 

ro, , ,11 , V w m F M APtiu —From D m 11 On n 1 See ry 

The reader naturally asks 

Why not continue the filing for another dav and enlarge the breach so as to 
make fascines unnecessary ? The answer is It was impossible the old gun 
had expended all its shot’ The storming party passed the first wall without 
resistance but at tlie foot of the breach of the inner wall were encountered 
by a trio of champions one of them says Orme a very bulky man in 
complete armour who fought manfully and wounded several of the forlorn 
hope before they were cut down Meanwhile bullets arrows and stones poured 
thick from above Nothing daunted tl e storming party gamed the parapet 
but there saw a sight which might well have filled them with dismav On 
each side of the breach was a mound of earth with trees laid horizontally upon 
it yet leavin 0 openings through which the enemy thrust their pikes wildcat 
the bottom of the rampart a strong entrenchment had b( en thrown up and 
from three to four thousand men stood ready to defend it The assault in c pt c pa 
which it would have been madness to persist was abandoned and on the fol Tn tmo- 
lowing day Captain Cope after blowin., Ins old gun to pieces because he had *** 
not the means to carry it away returned crest-fallen to Tnclunopoly It 
V7_s indeed high time to be off for the bad spirit of the Tinnevelly army 



AD 1761 


Insulting 
proceedings 
of Duplair 


Expedition 

against 

Volcond.i 


456 HISTORY OF 1KDT.A [Rook III 

could no longei be reslinmed, and 2500 lioi^o and 1000 mfantij wcnto\ci to 
the enemy 

At the time when tins leeeise was sustained, news aimed that Clnmda 
Sahib was piepaung to march fiom Aieol to besiege Tiichinopoh, Mahomed 
All’s applications to the piesidency f<»i aid became inoie uiguit than < \ci, and 
he endeavouied to give weight to them by piomismg not inn el} to pa} all 
expenses, but to give a giant to the Compmj of a containable in u tor, 
adjoining Madias Tempting as the oflei was time is icason to doubt if U 
would have succeeded had it not found a poweiful adiocite m a uii unex- 
pected quaitei Dupleix, ostensibh foi the puipow of muhing the boundaries 
of lus new’ acquisitions, though piobably as nuuli foi the putpov of tantah/ing 
Ins uvals, had caused small wlnic flag-, to be planted m almost c\ei\ held 
These flags weie seen fiom Foil St Dund, which e\ei since the captme of 
Madias, had continued to be the scat of the pieMiIem }, and nitumlli fvntcd 
mmgled feelings of lcai ancl indignation AVhnt was to become of the English 
Company’s tiade with the mtenoi if the} allowed llicmM.l\is to be hemmed m 
by a uval company, wliose boundai} line would oil long be tom cited into m 
impassable ban lei by the imposition of hca\y f peihajis piolubitne duties? The 
designs of Dupleix had hitheito been onl} suumsed, but be* bad now tluuv n ofi 
the mask ancl gn en them w ai mng the men e nupiewve becau-e of its insolence 
of wlmt they must be picpai ccl to expect It w ould be madness to he-nt do any 
longei Then own nun w as lm oh ed m that of Mahomed All and thin only 
safety w r as in suppoitmg lnm to the utmost of then powei Influenced by such 
consideiations the piesidency <uvoke fiom then lethal g} and lesohed on action, 
still, however, not as pimcipals but nuclei then old disgime ol meieenaiies 
oi auxiliaiies 

In the beginning of Apul, 1751, a detachment was piovided of 500 Emo- 
peans, fifty of them cavaliy, 100 Afueans, ancl 1000 sepoj s, with eight field-pieces, 
and placed undei the command of Captain Gnigen, w ho w as to w ait neai Foi t 
St David the amval of Mahomed All’s ti oops fiom Ti ichiiiopoly Aftei a delay 
of six weeks he was joined by only GOO hoise and 1000 foot, and pioceeded 
south-west to Yeidaclielum, a huge and stiong pagoda, gamsonecl by S00 of 
Cliunda Salub’s tioops, who sunendeied aftei being tlueatened wi th an assault 
Slioitly aftei the aimy was moie than doubled by the amval of 100 Emopeans, 
sent by Captain Cope, ancl 2000 hoise and 2000 foot, commanded by Mahomed 
Ah’s biothei, and set out to encoimtei Cliunda Sahib m peison He was 
encamped neai Volconda, situated thiity-eiglit miles Is N TV" of Tiiclnnopoly, 
on the highway fiom that city to Aicot Its puncipal defence was a lock 200 
feet high, and about a mile m cncuit at its base, which was washed by 
the Valaiu It was inclosed by tlnee rvalls , one at the bottom, mostly cut out 
of the sobd lock, another near, and the tlincl actually on the summit The 
governor was summoned by both paities, but ansivei ed that be unshed to see 
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the issue of a battle before he would }ield it up to either Captain Gumen id 1751 
becoming impatient determined to force a surrender and after posting his 
vmvy so as to intercept the appro ich of Chunda S ilub should he attempt to 
interfere sent a strong detachment to attempt the capture The town, inclosed 
only bj a mud wall was easily gained but the rock os should havt been fort 
seen could not b< assaulted till a breach w as made and the detachment returned 
to the camp 

Captain Gingen while thus assuming the offensive seems to have been d m 
ignorant or legardless of the fact that he was opposed b} far superior numbers 
Chunda Sahib had an arm} of 12 000 horse and oOQO 6epo} s and was besides 
suppoited b} a strong battalion of 1 rencli lhese at break of da} neat morrnng 
w ere seen appro idling along tlie bed of tlie n\ er winch w as nt arl} dry Instead 
of attempting to intercept then progress C iptain Gingen and his officers w ere 
deliberating in a council of war whether the} should fight or letreat It was 
itsolved to fight hut meanwhile the French were near the foot of the rock and 
the resolution came too lata The troops aware of the hesitations of the council 
of war had no hope of victor} and seeing some of then officers b ti xy mg s} mp 
toms of fear when the guns of the fort opened on them w ere seized with panic 
Strange to sa} it was at first begun and for some time confined to the Compan} s 
battalion for notonl} did their own officers — Clive now a lieutenant among the 
number — endeavour to rallv them but Abdul Wahab Khan Mahomed Alis 
brother udin 0 up to them and pomtin 0 to Ins own men who still 1 ept then 
ground upbraided them for their cowardice It was all in vain and the dav 
was lost Even after the danger w as ov er the feai w as so unequivocally declared 
that Captain Gingen to free them even from the wjht of the euem} commenced 
Ins retreat at midnight on the road leading to Tnchinopol} ind did not venture 
to li fit till he had leached the p iss or straits of Ootatoor Chunda Sahib followed 
slowly b} the same route When he appeared m sight some si irmislnng took 
place and even a regulai battle was talked of but the spirit of the troops was 
still such that Captain Gingen w as afraid to risk it and stole awa} with them 
in the silence of the night So eager were they to place themselves bt}ond the 
reach of pursuit that they inarched eighteen hours without refreshment in the 
hottest season Chunda Salub following leisurely found them encamped on the 
northern bank of the Goleroon within sight of Tnchmopolv The site of the 
encampment was now the onl} spot of ground beyond the Coleroon which 
M ihomed All could call Ins own 

About five miles north west of Tnchinopol} the Cauverv after a somewhat gh 
tn unions south easterly course of *180 miles from its source m the Western wh t 
Ghauts divides into two principal anus the northern of which is called the r M 
Coleroon while the southern ret uns its own name Tor the first fifteen miles 
as far as the fort of Coilad} the two arms inn nearly parallel to each other and 
again approach so near that the} are onl} prevented from uniting by means of 

Vox, I 58 
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ad i 7 « an artificial mound The long and nanoAv slip ol land thus inclosed between the 
aims foi ms what is called the island ol Seungham Neai its western e\tn*init>, 
wlieie the folk begins, and at a shoit distance fiom the Colei non Mde, stood one 
of the most famous pagodas, 01 Hindoo temples, in Jlnidoostan It consisted of 
seven sepiaies, one within the othei, each sun ounded b\ a wall iwenl} h\o feet 
high and foui thick, and enteiedln fom loft} tuneted gab s, Jnnng the cunhmil 
points The Avail of the outennost squaie is about fom miles in cncmt The 
pagoda owed its cclchiit} to the supposed pos^os-uon of the \ei} image oi 
Vishnu which Biahma used to woislnp, and the un nails oi pilgnms flocking to 
it sufficed at one tune to maintain 10,000 Ihahnnns m Aoluptuous idleness 
About half a mile east ot this pagoda, and neai the Camel} snh, stood anothei, 
also of laige dimensions, but with one nulosme onh 
Lncimi) The encampment on the 1101 th bank of the Coleioon was m< ointment foi 

unnopoiT" obtaining supplies, and foi this 1 cason, and also no doubt because it was deemed 
safei to have a n\ei between them and the eneim, Mahomed Alls aum noised 
o\ei into the island of Seungham The whole, including the English bitlalmn, 
took up then quaiteis within the tlnce fust imlosmos, and abstained at the 
earnest solicitations ot the pnests bom appioathmg neaui to the sanctuaiy 
of the idol The post was admnabl} adapted foi detenee, hut a eowaidh spmt 
still pievailed among the tioops, and the} would not be here themselves site 
till they had taken the last ictiogiade step now possible, and plate themseUes 
undei the Avails of Ti iclmiopoly Chunda Salub gladh occupied the island thus 
evacuated. It Avas not, Iioaaca'ci, Aiith the intention of lenuunng in it The 
gieat puze foi wlncli he Avas contending aa as now lull m Ins Aiew, and leasing 
only a gamson in Seungham, he ciossed the Camei v, and encamped on the east 
of Tuclunopoly The mam body of Mahomed Ah’s tioops aacic stationed on 
the south side, and the English battalion unclei Captain Gmgen on the aa est 
Captain Cope, Avitli 100 Euiopeans, lemamed AAitbm the AA-alls 
n.e fortif.ci Tuclunopoly, situated AVitlnn half a mile of the south oi light bank of the 

tionsofthat ° 

dtv Canveiy, is m tlie foim of a paiallelogiam, of AA'hich the east and aa est sides 
have each a length of 2000, and the noith and south a bieadth of 1200 } ai ds 
It is inclosed by a ditch, 30 feet Avide, and 12 deep, supplied Avith aa atei moie oi 
less copiously accoidmg to tlie season, but nevei chy, and tAvo aa .alls flanked at 
legular intervals byiound toAveis Tlie outei Avail, only IS feet high, and about 
5 thick, lias neither lampait noi paiapet, the mnei Avail, 30 feet high, and 23 
feet apart fiom tlie othei, is much stiongei m e\ T eiy lespect, basing a lampait 
and a paiapet hotli of stone, the forniei using fiom a bioacl hase by laige 
decreasing steps, so as to be only 10 feet bioad at the top, and the lattei about 
7 feet high, loopholed foi musketiy Witlim the Avails m the noith pait ol 
the city is a lofty piecipitous lock of sienite, commanding an extensive aucaa* 
of the sunounding conntiy 

Such was the only place of stiength now belonging to Mahomed All, and on 
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t!ie issue of the siege about to be commenced depended not onl) Ins f ite in at> j i 
which from the worthlessness of lus character no grcit interest could lie felt 
but the dtciMon of the momentous question whether a Trench or a British 
empire was to bo 
cst iblishcdm India 
I he prcsnlenc) at 
lortSt Baud now 
fulH committed to 
the w ar w tre gnea 
ousl\ disappointed 
at the senes of dis 
graces and defeats 
which had Ken sus 
tamed and could 
not look forward to 
the siege of Inchi 
nopol) without the 
gloomiest forcliod 
ings. Ihcj had no 

idea liowcv or of abandoning the contest in despair and began to di plaj a firm 
ness nml decision of which it must be confessed the\ had previously given fc\ 
examples. Mr Saunders the go\cmor though dc\oid of the versatility and ri*r»i*ti 
show) talents of Dnplux surpassed him m more solid quahtie and baaing now r « it 
no doubt ns to the course which the interests of the Company dictated pursued 1 ^ 

it with judgment and perseverance Ills means howcacr were acrj limited 
and lus first reinforcement for friclnnopol) consisted of onl) eight) I uropeans 
and *100 scpo)s Cllmliered w ith a large conao) of stores, flic conductin 0 of 
such a hod) throu Q li a hostile country was a matter of no small difiicult) more 
cspecialh as crdachelum which la) in tlio line of route though it still held 
out against Chunda Sahib was at thisacr) time besieged b) a ■polyga) in his 
interest 1 lie removal of this obstruction was tlicrcfoie the first object to Lc 
accomplished. Hie chir e c of the reinforcement was given to Mr Tigot a mem 
her of council He was accompanied it would seem not ofilcmll) but lather as 
a volunteer by Clive vvlio after the capture of Devicotti had lcsumed lus 
position as a, civil servant of the Compan) though still closol) connected autli 
the arm) b) holding the appointment of commissar) for suppl)ing the European 
troops w ith provisions. It w ns in this capacity that he w as present at \ oleond i 
when the ignominious flight took plncc and hence though lie is mentioned as 
lmin 0 been present nt the council of war which preceded and was one main 
cause of that flight lie did not share in tlio disgrace of it but returned to Toit 
St David 

Pigot and Clive after reaching lerdachelum and lehevmg it b) 6urpnsin 0 
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ad i 7 M and defeating the tioops of the polyg.u, sent the icmfoi cement im waul to its 
destination tliiongh the kingdom of Tanjoie, and weie on then utum to Foit 
St David with tiventy-fom attendants, twelve oi them ‘■epoys when thev weie 
niitoh smiounded by the polygai’s tioops, and aftei losing the gieatei nninhu of 
ci“r° f then attendants, only escaped by the ilcetncss of then horse 1 - Not long aftei, 
anothei lemfoi cement was despatched to Tnchinopoly A Han*, that vac still 
m a most unsatisfactoi}' state The Bntish ofhceis weie quan filing among 
themselves instead of thinking how they might best sustain the honom oi then 
country, and it seemed absoluleh nece^'iiy to make an example of scicial ol 
them by dismissing them at a time when then places could hardly h< supplied 
To meet the difficulty m pait, C’lne letmncd to his tine \octtion, and sit out 
iiiB cxpedi foi Tnchinopoly m command of the icmfoi cement If pi nr ceded tlnough the 
cianopou" temtoiy of Tan] oi e, the king oi which still piofewd ncutraliti, and iccfnfd 
fiom Devicotta a small accession undei Captain Claike, who, ns'-cmoi offu a , 
assumed the command The whole united mtisteml nnh 100 Ettiope'ins and 
fifty sepoys, with a field-piece The Fiench, who veie in posie'-Mon of the foil 
of Coilady, detached a body of tlmt\ Emopeans and *><K> *«<‘|»*>\ to mteiecpt 
them A sknmish ensued gieatly to the disadvantage of theFunch and the 
detachment leached Tnchinopoly in safety r J he supci iot ity of the enenn was 
still veiy decided Chunda Saluh’s tioops weie ten times moie numetous than 
those of Mahomed All, and while the Fiench battalion mustoied '><)(), the 
English did not exceed GOO men In pecumaiy lesomces also, the enemy had 
decidedly the advantage The whole countiy eithei acknowledged then authm- 
lty, oi was subject to then exactions, while almost all the usual sources of 
Mahomed All’s xevenues weie dned up The only* thing to balance these advan- 
tages of the besiegers w r as the stiength of the place 
He ittac’c8 Captain Clive letumed to Foit St David in the beginning ot August, 1 7a 1, 
turL^Arcot and aftei repiesenting the fatal issue to winch affans at Tnchinopoly wane 
evidently tending, suggested as a last lesouice to attempt a diversion by an 
attack on Aicot The hold pioposal was accepted, and lie was leqnested, oi 
volunteeied to undei take the execution of it Aftei shipping Foit St Dai id 
and Madias so as to leave only 100 men m the one and fifty' m the othei, the 
whole foice that could he musteied fox the expedition, amounted to 200 Euio- 
peans and 300 sepoys, with tlnee field-pieces Of the oflieeis, eight m numbei, 
six had nevei seen sex vice, and of these six foui weie civilians, who, animated 
by Clives example, quitted the desk foi the swoid Staiting fiom Madias on 
the 26th of August, they pioceeded south-east to Conjeveiam, where they 7 
arrived on the 29th, and teamed that the foit of Aicot was gamsoned by 1100 
men From Conjeveiam they 7 continued then maich neaily due west, not fai 
from the noithern hank of the Pahai, and on the 31st w 7 eie vithm ten miles of 
Areot Their approach was made know n by 7 spies, who had seen the detachment 
marching with unconcern m a violent stoim of thundei and lam The garrison 
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on hearing this report lost nil heart and under tlie combined influence of super a d nsi 
stition nnd cow ardicc abandoned the place a few hours before the detachment 
firm ed. Ihe city being w ithout vv ills or defences w cs immediate]} entered and 
Clive nnd his oOO men marching m tnumpli under the gaze of 100 000 specta 
tors, took possession of the fort It was inhabited b\ 3000 or 1000 persons who 
were permitted to remain nnd contained goods which had been deposited in it 
for security to the value of £>0 000 The goods were judiciously and generously 
restored to the owners without ransom the nrtillen consisting of ei 0 ht pieces 
of cannon from four to eight pounders nnd a large quantity of lead and gun 
powder were nil that remained to the captors 

Clue anticipating n siege made it his first business to provide the necessary ci i 
stores nnd then m order to strike new terror into the garrison set out in quest gam*. <t 
of them w ith the gre itest part of his men nnd four field pieces. They w ere ' 
found about si\ miles to the south w est near the fort of Timery but though 
draw’ll up ns if they me mt to make n stand they only continued finn a n single 
field piece managed by two or three Europeans nnd made off for the lulls before 
they could be brought w itlnn musket-shot Tw o day s after C In c again marched 
out of the fort and ns before found the enemy now mcrca cd to 2000 within gun 
shot of Timery They were posted m a gro\e inclosed by n ditch and a bank 
and having about fift\ v nrds m front a large tank almost choked up and dry 
with a bank much hi e hcr than that of the grove. As the detachment advanced 
the enemy fired smartU from two field pieces nnd killed three Europeans. On 
tins the detachment ad\ aneed rapidly nnd the enemy leav ing the gro\ t burned 
into the tank w here they were so well sheltered that they inflicted some loss w itli 
out sustaining any Clive removed his troops behind some buildings, and sent 
out two platoons to attack tw o sides of the tank. Both gamed the banks and at 
the same instant let fly a double volley nmong the crowds within They made 
no attempt to return and fled while Clive gained possession of the pcitah or 
village under the walls of the fort This he immediately summoned to sur 
render hut the gamsou diseov enng that he had no battering cannon refused 
and he lnd no alternative but to retreat the enemy s cavalry hovering around 
lnm at a safe distance till lie reached Arcot 

The nc\.t ten day s were employ ed on necessary w orbs vv itlnn the fort and r*n ^ 
the enemy increased to 3000 men acquired new courage and began to tall of t » t 
besieging They weie allowed to lull themselves into security and on the 14th AKVt 
of September two hours aftu midnight vv ere surprised in then sleep Clive 
with the greater part of his troops heat up their camp from end to end without 
the loss of a man while they fled on all sides watli shneks and confusion. When 
day brol e not a man of them w as to be seen 

Two eighteen pounders with some military stores had been asked from 1,1 
Madras and were on the way escorted only by a few sepoys. In hope of 
intercepting them a large detachment of the enemy occupied the pagoda of 
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ad 1751 Conjeveram , and, on being expelled by thirty Euiopeans and fifty sepoys from 
A root, withdrew to a neighbouring fort Heie then numbeis were continually 
augmented The convoy being thus endangered, Cbve, leseivmg only thirty 

Europeans and fifty sepoys, 
sent out all the rest of his 
troops to insure its safety 
On this, the enemy with 
considerable dexterity sud- 
denly changed their tactics, 
and hastening to Aicot, sui- 
rounded the foit with then 
whole force as soon as it was 
dark A file of musketry 
was immediately opened 
upon the lampaits fiom the 
adjacent buildings, while a 

Paood^ at Conjevermi — Fiom \ iscomit Valentia s Trivets , , , , , 

laige body, horse and loot 
piomiscuously, lushed towaids the puncipal gates with loud outcries and the 
noise of martial music A few liand-gi enades tin own into the mass so frightened 
the horses, that they galloped off, trampling the foot beneath them , a second 
assault made m the same mannei was 1 epulsed by the same means The fire 
against the ramparts was still kept up and continued till daybieak, when the 
assailants fled piecipitately on seeing the approach of the detachment and con- 
voy It is rathei singulai, that duimg the attack on the fort, the inhabitants 
within it expressed no sympathy with their countiymen outside Some may 
see m this nothing but Clive’s good fortune, but others with moie justice will 
see m it the due levvaid of the kindness and generosity which he had displayed 
m allowing them both to occupy then dwellings and retain possession of their 
goods 

Proceedings The capture of Arcot produced the effect which had been anticipated , and 

during the * 

siege the pressuie on Tnclnnopoly was considerably lelieved by the withdiawal of 
4000 of Chunda Sahib’s tioops These, joined on then' loute by his son Rajah 
Sahib, with 150 Europeans fiom Pondicheny, and the other tioops previously 
collected m the neiglibouihood, enteied Aicot on the 23d of Septembei Clive, 
unwilling to be cooped up withm the fort, deteimmed to take the initiative, 
and try whethei he could not, by a vigorous effort, nd himself of the enemy 
altogether Facing the north-west gate of the fort was a street, which, aftei 
running north for 70 yaids, turned east to the nabob’s palace, wheie Rajah 
Sahib had fixed his head-quaiteis. From the palace another stieet lan south, 
and was continued along the east side of the fort The space thus bounded 
by streets on the west, noith, and east, and by the north wall of the fort on 
the south, formed a scjuaie occupied by buildings and inclosures With the 
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intention, of placing the enemy between two fires Clive salbed out from the aj> i i. 
north west gate with the greatest part of his troops and the four field pieces 
and advanced along the street leading north and east •while Ensign Glass was 
ordered to proceed from the east gate up the street leading north to the palace 
which was thus the common point at which the two detachments if they 
removed the obstacles in their way would meet On turning east Cine saw 
the French troops with four field pieces drawn up at the palace and a can rroceea. & 
nonade commenced at the distance of only 30 yards A few minutes cleared dimnBtl 
the street of the French and obliged them to take lefuge m the palace Mean 
while Rajah Salubs troops occupying the houses in the street and sheltered 
by them kept up a continual fire with o ^ood an aim that fourteen men sent 
to capture and bring away the Fr<ncli guns were all killed or wounded To 
escape this murderous fire Cine took advantage of a laige choultty or building 
for the reception of travellers It was situated on one side of the street and 
having an open front supported by pillars while its other three sides were 
inclosed afforded ^ood cover and at the same time givin D free ingress and 
egress enabled the artillerymen to load and fin without much danger In this 
way the guns were gradually withdrawn into the north street and the whole 
party which had salbed from the noith west gate were able to return by it 
into the fort The platoon under Ensign Glass returned about the same time 
after encountenng similar difficulties The whole attack was a decided failure 
and gave Clive a lesson of caution which seems to have been at this early 
stage of liis military experience by no means unnecessary It cost him the 
lives of fifteen Europeans who were killed on the spot or mortally wounded 
and the services of sixteen moie of lus part} who were disabled Among the 
latter was Lieutenant Revel the only artillery officer among the former 
was Lieutenant Trenwith who by pulling Clive aside when he saw a sepoy 
aiming at lnm saved lm commanding officers life and lost Ins own as the 
sepoy immediately changed the aim and shot him through the body 

The day after this affair Rajah Sahib was leinforced by 2000 men from *** 
Vellore commanded by Mortiz Ah m person and commenced the siege by f \ cot 
occupying all the avenues leading to the fort Its defence must have been 
legarded both by besiegers and besieged as all but impossible Its walls 
ibout a mile in circuit and sever il of the towers flanking them were in many 
places ruinous the rampart surmounted by a low and sli D htly built parapet 
was too narrow to admit the firing of artillery and the ditch choked up in 
some places and dry m others was generally even when it contained water so 
shallow as to he fordable The only two gates — the north west and east 
already mentioned — were large piles of masonry projecting 40 feet beyond 
the walls and the entrance to each of them was not by a drawbridge but a 
bro id causeway Tins large decayed and ill constructed fort lwd an efficient 
B amson of only 120 Europeans and 200 sepoys and was besieged by an army 
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of above 10,000, composed as follows 1 ">0 Emopcam, 2000 sepojs, 5000 peons 
or undisciplined native nifantiy, and 8000 cuvuhy As it was piousioned only 
foi foity days, it was necessaiy to send avaj all tbo inli.ibitmts except a few 
aitificeis, one of them, a mason, who most foi tumitety knew of a seciet subtei- 
laneous aqueduct, by which, if it had not been choked up m consequence of 
his inf oi mation, the only lesei vou within the foi t might have been chained of 
itswatei As many of the houses of the tow n veie within musket-shot, and 
would give gieat facilities to the bcsiogci-s, an attempt v as made to bum 
seveial of them It failed, because thej veie almost entnel) of stone, and it 
was i esolvecl to get lid of the two which thieatened to be most annojing In 
employmg moie destiuctivc means Accoidingb, at midnight, Ensign Glus-s 
and ten men, with seveial banels of gunpowdei, weie let down fiom the wall 
by a lope They got into the houses without being disco\eiod, but made the 
explosion so unskilfulty that the effect intended w. is not pioducod Noi was 
this the onty misfoitune The lope biolce while Ensign Gins was .iscendmg 
b} r it, and the fall unfitted him foi fui tliei duty 

Foi a foitnight the besiegeis, while waiting ioi the b.ittenng cannon, kept 
up a bombaiclment with foui moitais, which did little damage The fue of 
musketi}’- fiom the houses was moie eflectnc, indeed, the aim was so sure that 
a man could scaicety show his head above the paiapet without being hit In 
this way tlnee seigeants, accompanying Clive while lie visited the voiles, veie 
picked oft, and seveial otliei peisons v r ei e killed oi wounded Befoie the siege 
began m earnest, Moitiz All was tempted to try a stiatagem Pietending to 
be dissatisfied with Rajah Salnb, he withdiew with Ins tioops to a difieient 
quaitei of the city, and sent a seciet messengei to acquaint Cine with his 
feelings, and assuie lnm that if he would make a salty, he would suppoit lnm 
with all Ins foice Clive was not to be thus caught, and cleveily foiled Morti/ 
All with Ins own weapons Instead of giving a lefusal, he pietended to appiove 
of the scheme, and by maintaining the conespondence foi seveial days, induced 
a laige poition of the enemy to lemam mactive Moitiz All, peiceiving at 
last that he was outwitted, letumed to his foimei place m the camp 

On the 24th of Octobei, two eighteen -poundeis and seven smallei pieces 
arrived from Pondicheny With these the Fiench opened a batteiy to the north- 
west, and seivecl it so well that the veiy fiist shot dismounted, and the second 
entnety disabled one of the eigliteen-poundeis m the foit The otliei eighteen- 
poundei there was also soon dismounted, and lemoved to a spot not exposed to 
the fire from the batteiy, which, being thus scaicely answmed at all, succeeded 


m six days m beating down all the wall between two tow r eis, and making a 
practicable breach The garrison, meantime, spaied no exertion Immediately 
under the lampait opposite to the bieacli two benches v r ei e dug, leaving a 
considerable space between them, which was coveied wntli ciows’-feet, and still 
farthei back, a house was pulled down to the height of a bieastwoik, from 
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which palisades were earned along the ends of the trench( s up to the parapet a.d i 51 
One field piece was placed on one of the towers flanking th( breath and two 
on the flat roof of a house opposite to it The enemj aware of the reception 
prepared for them did not jet venture to storm and proceeded to erect another 
batten on the south west 

The garrison in the meantime more in the spint of bra\ ado than the a rm M 
anticipation of any important result thickened the highest tower of the ^ 
ramparts and crowned it with a mound of earth On the top of this mound 
winch commanded the palace as it towered above the intervening houses they 
hoisted up an enormous gun said to h ive been sent from Delhi by Aurungzebe 
and transported by 1000 yoke of oxen. The iron balls belonging to it weighed 
seventy two pounds The very first of these fired from it w ith a charge of 
thirty pounds of gunpowder went right through the palace to the no small 
terror of Rajah Sahib and his staff It was fired only once a daj and aftei 
four discharges burst The besiegers wishing to retaliate in similar style 
filled up the interior of a large house with earth well rammed down and 
having thus formed a square mound ind raised it so high as to overlook every 
part of the fort intended it for two small cannon and musketry The garrison 
allowed the works to proceed till the cannon were actually mounted and then 
opened upon it with their reserved eighteen poundi r and with such good effect 
that in less than an hour it tumbled down with the fifty men stationed upon it 

The perilous position of the garrison being well known at the president cttmptt 
it was resolved to reinforce it and with tins view a party of 100 Europeans a root 
and 200 sepova left Madras under Lieutenant Innes After a considerable part 
of the journey was accomplished they were surrounded by 2000 of the enem) 
and were only able after serious loss to retreat to the fort of Ponamalee 
fifteen miles west of Madras Relief from the presidency having thus become 
apparently hopeless Clive opened a communication with Morin Row the 
Maliratta chief of Gootee who had been encamped for some time with 6000 
men among the mountains thirty miles w est of Arcot He had come as the 
lured ally of Mahomed Ah but had remained inactiv e on seeing the desperate 
state of his affairs Clives name however was now beginning to carry a 
charm along with it and Moran Row s answ er was that he would lose not a 
moment m coming to the assistance of such brave men as the defenders of 
Arcot whose behaviour had now first convinced him that the English could 
fight Tins intelligence alarmed Rajah Sahib who endeavoured to anticipate 
the amval of the Mahrattas by sending a flag of truce to the fort offerm 0 
honourable terms to the garrison and a large sum of money to Clive and 
threats mug if Ins offers were not accepted, to storm immediately and put ever} 
man to the sword. Chv e onlj disdained his bnbe and laughed at Ins threats* 

The reinforcement from Madras slightly increased, and commanded by 
Captain Kilpatrick was again attempting to advance and a detachment of 
\©l I 59 
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ad 1751 Malnattas had actually arrived m the neighbourhood, and captured a quantity 
of ammunition going to the besiegeis Rajah Sahib, now awake to the danger 
of furthei delay, and encouiaged by the effect of his south-west battery, which 
had made a still larger bieacli than that on the north-west, determined to 
Theissauit storm The day selected was the 14th of Novembei, one of the greatest 
of Mahometan festivals, commemorative of the minder of Hossem, the chief 
of the Fatnuites During its celebiation, every son of Moslem falling m battle 
against unbelievers, is understood to pass at once to paradise without enduring 
the delays and pains of mteimediate puigatones Taking advantage of the 
enthusiasm which such a penod excites, and heightening it by mebnatmg diugs, 
Rajah Salnb, as soon as morning bioke, gave the signal foi assault Every part 
of the foit was tlneatened, but the principal attack was made m four divisions, 
two directed against the bleaches, and two against the gates Clive, after 
making Ins arrangements, had gone to sleep, and on being aroused found the 
garnson at tlieir posts The ditch m front of the north-west bieach was ford- 
able, and the division allotted to this pait of the attack rushed acioss it A 
laige number immediately sat down with great composure underneath the Avail 
to act as a leseive, while the lest hastened up to the bieach, filled it, and had 
even passed, before the defenders gave fiie It was most deadly, and continued 
Avithout a moment’s interruption, those behind supplying loaded muskets to 
those m front as fast as they could discharge them The two cannons planted 
on the roof of the house opposite the breach did fearful execution, and the 
assailants weie foiced to retire Fresh bodies, howevei, again and again 
leneAved the assault, but weie duven off as befoie Meantime, those seated 
undei the Avail were not forgotten, and a few bombs with slioit fusees throivn 
liom above obliged them to decamp At the south-west breach, the attack 
Avas made m a chffeient manner The ditch under it not being fordable, the 
assailants bi ought forwaid a laft, Avlneh was laige enough to cany seventy 
men These embaiked upon it, and, though filed upon by two field-pieces, one 
on each flank, Avere neaily acioss, Avhen Clive, observing the bad aim of the 
gunneis, took the management of one of the pieces, and m two or tluee dis- 
cliaiges caused such confusion that the laft was oveiset, and those upon it Avho 
escaped ch owning SAvam back to the opposite side 
lts f-uUiro The assault had lasted neaily an hour As soon as it ceased, the assailants 
employed themselves m carrying off tlieir dead They might have been pei- 
mitted to discharge this duty of humanity undistuibed, but the file of the 
gamson was not slackened, and they were obhged to desist An act of heioism, 
on the pait of a native, is not unworthy of being lecorded The leader of the 
sepoys at the noith budge, after greatly distinguishing himself, had fallen 
He Avas gieatly beloved by his men, and one of them crossed the ditch foi Ins 
body Though the attempt exposed him to the fire of forty muskets, he had 
the good foi tune to escape unharmed Avith his honourable buiden The whole 
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loss of the enemy -was computed at 400 men almost all n vtives, for the French v d 1 51 
as if unwilling to encounter the English in tin deadly bleach while the two 
gov ernments were actually at peace had kept aloof and been only spectators 
of the assault The loss of the garrison amounted only to four Europeans 
1 died and two sepoys wounded. When the assault took place so many of 
the garrison were disabled by wounds or sickness that the whole number 
engaged mustered only eighty Europeans officers mcluded and 120 sepoys 
These during the attack served fi\e pieces of cannon and expended 12 000 
musket- cartnd Q es. 

Two hours after their r< pulse the enemy renewed their file both with ti 
cannon and rausketrv and with the exception of two hours dimn^ which they rai ^ d 
were allowed at their own request a truce to buiy their dead maintained it 
till two in the following morning when it suddenly ceased. When the diy 
dawned the gamson were overjoyed to learn the cause The enemy had 
evacuated the town and the siege after lasting fifty days was finally raised 
In the camp were found four pieces of artillery foui mortars and a large quan 
tity of ammunition showing how precipitate the departure of the enemy must 
have been. In the evening Captain Kilpatnck armed with lus detachment. 

Rajah Sahib s repulse had been the signal for the departure of all his a 
auxiliary chiefs and he was left only with the troops which Ins father had 
sent from Tnclnnopoly With these and the French he mo\ed west to Yellore 
close to the eastern side of which he inclosi d himself within stron 0 intrench 
ments Clive bein a now free to act left Cxptam Rilpatncl in command of the 
fort and proceeded with 200 Europeans 700 sepoys and three field pieces 
south to Timerv which surrendered on the first summons His next move 
ments depended on the Mahrattas who had promised to join lnm but as usual 
employed themselves in plundering the surrounding country Basin Pow 
whom Ins uncle Moran Row had left in comnund of 1000 horse conducted 
himself so negligently when in the vicinity of Yellore tint lie exposed himself 
to a night attack and was obbged to leave Ins camp to the enemy Anxious 
to repair the loss he applied to Clive who Bet out with lnm and was thus 
engaged when he learned tint a party of Europeans from Pondicherry were 
on the way to Amee a strong fort on the road between Arcot and Gingee He 
proposed to intercept them and succeeded after some difficulty in obtaining 
the consent of Basin Row whose objections were not overcome till he learned 
that tlie French w ere carrying a large sum of money to Rajah Sahib Ev en 
after he gave Ins consent he was unable to muster more than 600 liorse These 
when added to Clives original force left him far inferior to the enemy whom 
he discovered after a forced march of twenty miles preparing to cross the nver 
immediately to the north of Amee with 300 Europeans, 2000 horse and 2 j 00 
sepoys. 

The enemy perceivm 0 their superiority w heeled round and determined to 



468 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Book III 


ad 1761 give battle Clive on Ins pait did not decline it, and awaited the attack in an 
advantageous position the Malnattas occupying a grove of palm tices on the 
left, the sepoys a village on the right, and the Euiopeans an open giound in the 
:uvos centie between the two In ft out wcie swampy lice fields, with a causeway 
An ico ' leading thiougli them to the village The Fiench, with about 1500 of then 
sepoys and then artillery, advanced along the causeway, while the horse, with 
the remaining sepoys inteispeised with them, moved forwnul on the giote 
Heie a spmted action commenced, and the Malnattas displayed much gallantry, 
making live successive chaiges, though only to be repulsed The division 
advancing along the causeway were moie successfully opposed, and were so 
galled and enfiladed by the English field-pieces that nil but the artillerymen 
with the cannon quitted the causeway and made foi the nee fields. Their 
position was not theieby impioved, and a geneial alarm spieadmg o\er their 
whole lanks they commenced a letieat Clive follow’ed close in pursuit, but 
night coming on they made then escape with compaiatn cly little loss, crossed 
the river and entered Ainee So much, hovevci, w eic they dispnited that they 
did not ventiue to lemam, and quitted it in disoider, followed by the Malnattas, 
who, now entnely in then element, oveitook them, and captmed Rajah Sahib’s 
military chest, containing 100,000 rupees In consequence of this defeat, many 
of the enemy’s sepoys deserted and ofiered then sen ices to Cine, who enlisted 
GOO of those who iveie best aimed 

He captures Duimg the siege of Aicot, the Fiench, by occupying Conjeveiam, had intei - 
coryo\ er.im rU p{. e q ^| ie communication with Madi as, and captuied a party of disabled men 
who were proceeding thither Some of them they are said to have atiociously 
murdered m their litters, but Lieutenant Revel and Ensign Glass, ah eady r men- 
tioned, obtained quaiter, and w r eie living as pnsoners m Conjeveiam when 
Clive appeared before it and summoned it to surrender The Fiench comman- 
der so far forgot himself as to tin eaten that, if he v r eie attacked, he would 
expose these English officers on the walls Clive paid no regaid to this unworthy 
menace, and on receiving two eighteen-pounders from Madias, began to batter 
in breach at the distance of 200 yaids On this occasion he made anothei of 
those remarkable hairbieadth escapes, of which we have already seen seveial 
instances, an officer who accompanied him while i econnoitnng being shot 
dead by his side The breach would soon have been lendeied piacticable, but 
the French commander, dreading the lesentment which he knew he must have 
piovoked, did not venture to stand an assault, and abandoned the place m the 
night, leaving his two prisoners behind After ruining the defences of Conj eve- 
ram, Clive sent 200 Europeans and 500 sepoys to Arcot, and letumed with the 
rest to the piesidency, to give an account of his triumphant campaign 
stratagem o£ Rajah Sahib’s scattered troops, seeing the field again cleai by the departme 
to surprise •of the British, re-assembled, and moving down toward the coast, ravaged pait 
of the Company s territory around Madras and m the vicinity of St Thomd 
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They next returned to Conjeveram repaired the defences of the pagoda gam ad 1 5 
soned it with 300 sepoys and kept possession ot the open country as far east as 
Ponamalee The presidency who had been employ ed in prepann 0 a reinforce 
ment for Tnchinopoly determined to employ it m the first instance in expel 
ling these dangerous and troublesome intruders. Cli\ e appointed to this task 
marched from Madras m February 17o2 with a detachment which when 
augmented by a reinforcement from Arcot consisted of 3 SO Europeans and 
1300 sepoys with six field pieces, flic enemy though mustering 400 Euro Attempt 
peans 2000 sepoys and 2o00 horse with a large tram of artillery did not A) ^ I [ pri8e 
\enture to risk an encounter and removed south to Vandaloor where as they 
strongly intrenched themselv es they seemed determined on a stand. On Clives 
approach it looked as if their courage had again failed them for they had not only 
abandoned tlieir camp but dispersed as if some sudden terror had struck them 
It soon appeared however that they were not obeying their fears but followin 0 
out a deep-laid scheme When again heard of they w ere united at Conjever vm 
and preparing to move west on Arcot Aware that it had been almost entirely 
stripped of its garrison to furnish the above reinforcement they had deter 
mined to fall upon it suddenly after they had tempted Cliv e so far away as to 
make it difficult for him to advance to its relief The stratagem nearlv sue 
ceeded not merely in consequence of the fubleness of the garrison but of 
treachery within it Two native sepoy officers had been gained over and were 
to have opened the gates. Fortunately the plot was discovered and the enemy 
finding that the signals agreed upon weie not answered went off os suddenly as 
they had appeared. 

Notwithstandin a intelligence of their departure Cliv e continued his march Afr r 
westward and at sunset had come within si 0 lit of Cover vpauk when the van 171 
advancing without suspicion w ere fired upon from nine pieces of cannon at the 
distance of only 250 yards. The whole enemy were here lying in ambuscade 
and the cannons were the French artillery posted in a gro\e with a ditch and 
hank in front Clive made Ins arrangements hastily hut with the greatest 
coolness Ordering the infantry to take shelter in a w ater course immediately 
on the left and the baggage to be moved back half a mile under the guard of a 
platoon and one of the field pieces he sent a detachment w ith two field pieces 
to oppose Rajah Sahibs cavalry who were spreading out on the plain and 
employed lus other three remaining pieces to answer the fire from the grov e 
The French infantry advanced along the water course in a column of six men 
abreast and were met by tlie En 0 lisli infantry in the same order Neither 
ventured to come to tlie bay onet and an mdecisiv e fire of musketry was kept 
up for two hours by moonlight The enemy s cav airy were also kept at bay 
and failed in several attempts on tlie baggage So far the fight w as equal It 
was otherwise with the artillery Clives three pieces were no match for the 
Fiench nine and so many of his gunners were killed or disabled that lie saw no 



470 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Rook III 


ad 1752 alternative but to take the enemy’s batteiy 01 to letieat The formei, if prac- 
ticable, avas of couise the moie clesnablc, and was at once adopted, w hen a 
seigeant, who had been sent to leconnoitie, letumed with the mfoimation that 
the enemy had left the leai of the giove w ithout any guaid A stiong detach- 
ment was immediately despatched towaids tlie enemy’s ieai by a long cncuit 
Clive lnmsell accompamed it hall-way, and letmned only in tune to find the 
tioops he had left m the watei -course on the point ol giving nay lie succeeded 
with some difficulty in 1 allying them, and had lencwed the light, when all at 
once the enemy’s aitilleiy ceased to ffie The attack on the ieai had been 
completely successful The detachment 1 cached the gi ove unpei cen ed, and gave 
a geneial volley at the distance of only tlinty jaids The panic w as instantan- 
eous, and the enemy fled without filing anothei shot Manj of the Fienchmen 
who had ciowded into a choultiy in the gioie gladly accepted of quaitci, and 
became pusoneis of wai Among the immediate fimts of the Mitoiy w ei e nine 
field-pieces, tlnee coeliom moitais, and the sunendei of the foit of Co\ ei)'pauk 
Chve continued his maich to Aicot, and w as next day on Ins way to Vel- 
loie, m the hopes ot inducing Moitiz All to pay a conti ibntion, 01 at least delivei 
up the elephants and baggage which l\ajah Sahib had deposited with him, when 
he leceived an oidei to lepan with all his foice to Foil St Da\ id, fiom which 
it was determined to despatch lum, in command ot a 1 einfoi cement, to Tnclnno- 
Amemomi poly In maiclimg south acioss the countiy m obedience to this oulei, he 
3XS? P asse( f the spot wlieie Nazn Jung had lost Ins life, and wheie Dupleix, to com- 
memoiate the veiy detestable action wdnch he hei aided as a victory, liad foimded 
a city undei the name of Dupleix-Fateabad, 01 the City of Dupleix’s Yictoiy 
In its centre a column, with a pompous msciiption m Fiench, Peisian, and 
seveial Indian languages, was to have been elected Chve did an act of jus- 
tice, as well as sound policy, by levelling the wdiole with the giound Though 
his route lay through a countiy still nominally m the hands of the enemy, no 
obstruction was offeied Then spnits and their foice w r eie equally bioken , and 
Mahomed Ah, who lately did not possess any spot noitli of the Colei oon, was, 
mainly by Clive’s exploits, put m vntual possession, as nabob, of a territory 
sixty miles long by thirty bioad, and yielding an annual levenue of £150,000 
Three days after Clive’s amval at Foit St David, Major Lavience letumed 
from England and again assumed the chief military command 
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Cli\e was gaining his successes in Arcot Oliunda ad 151 
continued to beleaguer Triohinopoly Ihe chief bur 
F the siege fell upon the French tv ho having obtained 
1 of battering artillery fiom their settlement of Corneal 
d their pnncipal battery at the distance of 1200 jards 
trom the north eist angle of the fortress Their head quarters were fixed at s r 
some distance eastward near the south bank of the Cauvery ind in order to poiy 
save the trouble of connecting them by trenches they com erted tin batter} into 1 ^ 
a regular iedoubt bv inclosing the flanks and revr with a parapet and a ditch 
The battery was mounted with three eighteen pounders and three mortars and 
on a rock afterwards known as tin French Rod ituated nearl} due south ol 
the battery and about 2000 } ards from the south east angle of the fortress two 
eighteen pounders were placed. Two guns were also posted on the north bank 
of the Cam er} within the island of Senngham opposite to the northern gate 
These arrangements indicated a great lack of engineering skill and enterprise as 
both of the two gun batteries were far too distant to make any impression on 
the walls Act ordmgl} aftei they had continued for several days w astrng their 
ammunition to no purpose the troops under Captain Gingen not only got nd 
of their former fears but ran to the opposite extieme and blamed lam for not 
allow mg them to be foolhardv All lus caution though it had formerly been 
excessive was now nt cessary to prevent them from exposing themselves to 
disaster 

To meet the enemy's attack the defenders raised up a glacis Ieav m 0 nothing 1 * t 
but the parapet of the wall visible opposite to tlie principal batter} flung up f ce 
an entrenchment oppo ite to the French Rock and mounted two guns close to 
the south bank of tlie Cauver} to answer those on the opposite side in the 
island of Senngham A constant firing was now kept up on both sides without 
any result The time wasted however began to tell severely against Mahomed 
All whose resources were much more limited than those of the besiegers 
Besides maintaining his own troops he w as expected to subsidize the Compan} s 
troops This lie feared would soon become impossible and the consequence 
might be that these troops would withdraw and leave him to his fate Very 
naturoll} therefore lie looked about for new alhes and found one m Mysore 




472 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Book III 


AD 1751 


An tuxilnr} 
force from 
AIj sore 


then the most powerful of the neighhoui ing states Its sovei eign was at this tune 
an infant, and the whole power was concentiated in the hands of his uncle, the 
dalctway 01 legent, who listened to Mahomed All the moie icadily fiom the deep 
liatied which he hole to Cliunda Sahib At the same tune, -while gratifying Ins 
liatied, he did not foiget his intei est, and sold the piomise of Ins assistance at a 
very extiavagant late He -was not long, howevei, in beginning to fulfil it In 
the beg innin g of Octobei, 1751, a paity of hoi semen aimed fiom Senngapatam, 
the capital of Mysoie Then numbei -was only seicnty, but the} bi ought with 
them what was of moie consequence, m the shape of a subsidy of 500,000 
lupees (£50,000) 

This was only a foietaste of the aid about to be furnished by the dalaway, 
foi m the lattei end of Novembei lie began to assemble an ai my .it Caiooi, 
about forty-five miles AV NAV of Tiichmopol) , and, not contented -with his 
own tioops, lined a bod} r of GOOD Malnattas, undei the command of Moran 
Row AA r e have aheady seen 1000 of these meicenanes, under Basin Row, 
co-operating with Clive in Aicot A paity of 500 sent to Tiiclnnopoly distin- 
guished themselves as soon as they ai lived by then actrwty , and both by the 
boldness of then cliaiges, and then cunning deuces m laying ambuscades, cut 
off a considerable numbei of the enemy Unduly elated by this success, they 
weie eager foi a geneial engagement, and on finding the English indisposed to 

lisle it, told them, “they -weie not the same kind of 
men they had seen fighting so gallantly at Aicot” 
Mahomed Ah’s piospects now began to bngliten, 
foi aftei some fnvolous delays, the M)soie army, 
consisting of 12,000 hoise, of whom 1000 -weie 
Malnattas, led by Moran Row, and 8000 foot, 
arrived at Tnchinopoly The numbei s appear 
much moie foimidable on paper than they -weie in 
leality, foi at this time the Mysoiean tioops weie 
cowaidly and unchscqihned Independently, how- 
ever, of then actual value, they had mdnectly a 
poweiful influence m inducing other neighbouring 
states to join the same side, and hence the King 
of Tanjoie, who had lntlieito piofessed neutrality, 
no soonei learned the anival of the Mysoiean aimy 
than he declaied in favoui of Mahomed All, and 
sent lum an auxiliary foice, consisting of 3000 lioise 
and 2000 foot, undei the command of his geneial 
Monacjee The Polygar Tondeman, whose countiy is Tanjoie and Madura, 
also espoused the same side, and sent a considerable lemfoi cement The aiiny 
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1 The PolygTTs derived their name from inhabit municipal regulations ielati\o to the destruction of 
mg the pollams or woods in the southern parts of tigers and other ferocious beasts Mej nek’s Ulus - 
Hindoostan, and appear to liaA e taken tbeir rise from ti ations of Ancient Awns and Armour 



Cnvr 'STj 


SIEGE OF TltlCHIN OPOIA 


473 


of Mahomed All now amounted to 20 000 horse and 20 000 foot, that of Chunda adu 
S ahib increased fiom different quarters was little inferior since it had exactly 
the same number of foot and was only 5000 weaker m cavaliy 

The urgency of the Mahrattas and their other confederates for action was tag me*, f 
now greatly increased and Captain Gingcn liad much difficulty m resisting tLor* 1 0 
their importunity When he announced lus determination to wait for the rem 
forcement w Inch w as expected from the presidency sea oral of the natn e officers 
lost all patience and scrupled not to stigmatize his so called caution as mere 
cowardice So dissatisfied indeed was Kusheraj the My sorean commander that 
he was more than once on the point of returning home with lus army and was 
only appeased when tlic rc\enues of all the districts reco\ercd since lna arm al 
were made over to My sore. Moran Row equally offended said less, hut acted 
with the charactenstic duplicity of lus countrymen by entonng into a secret 
correspondence with the enemy 

The reinforcement commanded by Major Lawrence ably seconded by r i tw, 
Captain Cine was now on its way It consisted of 100 Europeans and 1100 
sepoys with eight field pieces and w as cumbered with a large quantity of 01 1 0,1 * 
military stores. Both nrmies aware of the effect which it might lme on future 
operations, were equally on the alert the one to secure its safe armal and the 
other to intercept it On the 2Gth of March it armed at a fort of the King of 
T mjore within twenty miles of fnclnnopoly and there deposited such of the 
stores as were most cumbersome. M Law the commander of the Trench 
battalion acting not merely on las own judgment but by special instructions 
from Duplux, was determined not to allow it to pass without a strenuous effort 
to effect a capture. The first struggle commenced at the fort of Coilady It 
was in possession of the French who had here posted a stiong body with artil 
lery Major Lawrence anxious to axoid the din 0 tr ordered his guides to look 
out for another road. Instead of doing so they led him to the x cry spot The 
error was first discoxercd by the fire of bis. pieces of cannon from the opposite 
side of theCausery Great was the confusion hut both by good fortune and 
good management the loss sustained was small and the line by diverging to the 
left was soon beyond the enemy s reach A more serious contest -was at hand. 

On advancing towards Ehmiserum a, rock crowned with a fortified psgoda fix e 
miles south east of Tnclnnopoly Major I awrcnce learned that the greater part 
of the enemy s army was drawn up in battle array between it and the French 
Rock while the remainder occupied the space between this rock and the village 
of ChuhleypolLim on the south bank of the Cauvery The object was aery 
apparent Had the major attempted to pass to the north of Ehmiserum he 
could scarcely have escaped being surrounded. He therefore passed to the south 
and had onlv proceeded a short way when he had the satisfaction of being 
joined by 200 Europeans and 100 sepoys under Captain Dalton and the greater 
part of Mahomed Ah s army 

Voi I 
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Seal cely half an horn had been spent by the ti oops m taking lefieshment 
when the scouts came m at full speed to announce that the whole of the enemy’s 
aimy was advancing Clive, sent out to leconnoitio, observed that a huge 
choultiy with some stone buildings m fiont of the Fieneli battalion icmamed 
unoccupied, and was oideied fonvaul as fast as possible with the first division of 
aitilleiy, suppoited by the gienadiers, to hike possevsion of it The enem}, 
though awaie of then object, did not attempt to outsti ip them, .is the} might and 
ought to have done, and contented themselves v ith opening a cannonade It v as 
the hottest that had yet taken place in India, thcFiench hung fiom twenty -two 
pieces, and the English fiom nine The lattei, though much few ei, did moie 
execution, because the English not actually selling the guns weic shclleied b) 
the choultiy and its buildings, wdnle the Fieneli stood exposed in the open 
plain This advantage soon told, and the enemy beginning to wnvei, fust di ev- 
il ack then artilleiy, and then commenced a gcneial letieat Had the natne 
tioops on the English side done then pait a decided ucton might ha\e been 
gained, but they had lemamed almost inactii e, as if they had been not com- 
batants, but meie spectatois This is said to li.nc been owing, not to nnj want 
of biaveiy, but to the bad example set bj 7 Moiau How, whose intiigue with the 
enemy was now so fai advanced that he v as unwilling to act against them 
Though fiom this cause the enemy escaped with a compaiatively small loss, an 
impoitant object had been gained, foi the lemfoi cement, no longei mteiiupted 
m its piogiess, arrived m the course of the evening at Tnchmopoly 

Majoi Lawrence, not to allow the enemy to lecovei liom the tenoi mspiicd 
by then defeat, pioposed immediate action, but met with so many obstructions 
from his allies, whose notions of foi tunate and unfoi tunate days often induced 
them to sacrifice then most favouiable oppoi tumties, that he lesolved to attempt 
something with his own tioops on Ins owm lesponsibility His object v r as to 
surprise Chunda Sahibs camp, which lay to the east of that of the Fieneli, and 
had no entienchments With this view 'die despatched Captain Dalton with 
400 men, with oideis to make a long cnciut, and commence Ins attack on the 
east side of the camp, beat it up, and set file to it Owing to a blundei of the 
guides the expedition failed, but the meie fact of its having been attempted so 
alaimed the French commandei that nothing w r ould satisfy him but a letieat to 


AKrmof the the island of Senngliam Chunda Sahib lemonstrated, but M Law 7 canned Ins 
point, and with, so much piecipitation, that a part of the hagguge and whole 
magazines of provisions weie set on file, to save the difficulty of tiansport oi 
pi event the dangei of captuie The whole pioceechng looks like infatuation 
By letiiing beyond the Cauveiy the siege was truly at an end Why then 
lemam cooped up in an island, with the ceitamty of being soon piessed foi sup- 
plies, and the piobabihty of being excluded fiom the possibility of egiess? The 
only plausible account which lias been given of the enemy’s withdrawal to the 
island is, that “ they were afiaid to fight, and ashamed to letieat” 
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The English East India Company while naturally encoura Q ed and elated by a d 1 5 
the fav ourable turn winch affairs hid taken were suffering severel} in their 
mercantile interest by the length and expensiveness of the war and it there 
fore seemed justifiable even at some risk of failure to adopt any plan winch ci 
promised to bring it with the least delay to a successful termination Such a d * f 
plan was suggested by Chve and adopted by Major Iawrence It was to 
form the army into two divisions and while retaining the one south of the 
C luvery to send the other to the north of the Coleroon Hazardous it certamlj 
was for the defeat of one division almost necessarily involv ed the destruction of 
both A difficult} remained To whom was the command of the northern 
division to be intrusted? Major Lawrence was anxious to appoint Clive but 
several of the officers as his seniors had a prior claim The Mahrattas and 
Mysoreans removed the difficulty by declaring that they would not allow an} 
of their troops to accompany the expedition unless Clive had the command of it 
He was accordingly appointed and after arrangm 0 to choose a central position 
between the Coleroon and the straits of Ootatoor so as to be always within a 
forced march of Tnclunopoly set out on the 6th of April 17 o 2 with 400 Luro 
peans 700 sepoys 3000 Mahrattas commanded by Innis Khan 1000 Tanjorme 
horse two battenn 0 cannon and six field pieces Having reached the north bank 
of the Coleroon by crossing the island of Scnngham three miles east of the 
pagoda of Jumbakistna he marched north seven miles and took possession of the 
village of Samiav ( ram with its two pagodas one on each side of the highroad 
leading to Ootatoor 

Dupleix alarmed at the critical position into v\ hich Cbunda Sahib s army 
had been brought by M Law s injudicious retreat mto the island of Senngham 
sent M d Auteuil to supersede him He was accompanied by 120 Euiopeans 
500 sepoys with four field pieces and a large convoy of provisions and stores 
Clive on learning Ins arrival at Ootatoor and intention to av oid Samiav eram act t 
by making a large circuit to the west set out with the greater part of his force 
to intercept him M d Auteuil informed of tins mov ement hastened back to 
Ootatoor and Chv e retraced his steps to Samiaveram M Law who knew of 
Clive s departure and not of Ins return sent a party of eighty Europeans and 
700 sepovs to attack Samiaveram and make an e isy prize of the few troops 
who had been left in it They arrived in the vicimt} at midnight and were 
informed b} a spj of the return of the force sent against M d Auteuil The 
commanding officer refused to believe it and pushed forward with Ins men 
On being challenged by the adv anced guard of the English sepoys an Irishman 
who was in command of a body of deserters stepped out and told them that 
Major Lawrence had sent lnm with a reinforcement The sepojs heann 0 some 
of the other deserters speakin^ English were so fully satisfied, that they nev er 
thought of asking the counter word and even sent one of their number to con 
duct them to head quarters. Thus guided thej passed without interruption 
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through part of the Malnatta camp, and leaclied tlie lessei pagoda Heie they 
were challenged by the sentinels, and answeied by hung a volley Clive, -who 
was sleeping m a neighbounng choultiy, staitcd up, and, imagining that it was 
his own sepoys who were filing m consequence of some ahum on the out shuts, 
hastened off to the laigei pagoda foi a body of Euiopeans, and i etui nod -with 
200 of them to the choultiy, when he was confiimed in Ins first unpiession b\ 
finding a laige body of sepoys diawn up facing the south, fiom -which any alann 
might be supposed to have come, and filing at landom Nc\et doubting that 
they weie his own men, he left his Euiopeans twenty 5 aids in then rcai, and 
went m among them, upbiaidmg them foi then panic ITis -voice betrayed 
him to one of the sepoys, who instantly attacked him with Ins suoid, and 
wounded him in two places Clive immediately encounteicd Ins assailant, who 
took to Ins heels and lan off for the lessei pagoda Still unconscious of Ins mis- 
take, and emaged that he should thus lia\e been attacked by one of Ins own 
men, he followed m piusuit, and fiist learned the real state of matters by being 
accosted by six Fienchmen With smgulai picsence of mind, he at once 
recoveied fiom Ins suipnse, and with gieat composure told the Fienchmen he 
had come to offei them teims, at the same tune bidding them look lound and 
see how completely the pagoda was sunounded by lus aimy Three of the 
Frenchmen went back into the pagoda to acquaint then countrymen until 
the offei of quaiter, the othei tlnee actually gave up then aims and followed 
him to the choultiy, where he took the necessary steps to nd the camp of 
intiudeis 

to e cutr serB Chve’s personal dangeis weie not yet over The pagoda, despeiately de- 
fended by the Fiencli and the English deseiters, lemained m then hands till 
daybreak As the only chance of escape, a sally was attempted It foiled, and 
Clive, anxious to save fuither bloodshed, advanced to pailey Weak with the 
loss of blood and fatigue, he was standing with his back towards the wall of the 
porch, and leaning in a stooping postuie on the shoulders of two sergeants, when 
the Irish deserter, probably awaie that whatever terms weie made, lie could 
have no hope of meicy, insolently advanced, and telling Clive that he would 
shoot him, filed Ins musket The bullet missed him, but passed tlnough the 
bodies of both the sergeants, who fell moi tally wounded The escape looks like 
a miracle It was afterwaids discovered that, at the veiy commencement of the 
alaim, he had had another escape scarcely less wonderful The veiy fust volley 
which started him from Ins sleep, shatteied a box undei Ins feet, and killed a 
servant who was lying close to him Three hairbreadth escapes m a single day 
the midnight volley the sepoy’s sword and the Irish despei ado’s deadly 
aim make it impossible to doubt that a special Piovidence was watching ovei 
him and reserving him for great events The 700 sepoys who had enteied the 
camp, managed to quit it again during the confusion, and weie hastening back 
to the Colei oon, when the Maluattas weie observed in full pursuit They 
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attempted to escape by throw mg down their arms and dispersing It was in ad its-. 
vain eaerj man of them perished 

The position of the two armies was now reversed The besiegers saw them rre i 
selv es besieged and m danger of being starv ed out Their great hope was in ” 

M. dAuteuiI but this hope soon failed them for that ofiicer despairing not 
onl} of reaching Senngham but of maintaining his position at Ootatoor made 
a rapid retreat to Volconda, after sacrificing a large quantity of his stores. Tins 
loss and the dangers which threatened on eveiy side determined Chunda Sahib s 
officers to execute a design which they had for somo time contemplated Ap 
preaching lum m a bod} they announced their determination to quit Ins ser 
vice Instead of upbraiding them he told them that the} had onl} anticipated 
a similar proposal from lurasclf He was unable to pay their arrears hut assured 
them that the} would not be foigotten should better fortune again attend lum 
and ga\c the best proof of Ins sincont} b} making o\er to them at a valuation 
the greater part of Ins elephants camels, horses and other military effects 
Some of the troops thus set free returned home others took scrv ice with the 
Mysoreans Yei} few went over to Mahomed Ah but Clue ntSammeram 
was joined b} 2000 of the best horse and 1 100 sepo}s. Chunda Sdnb was left 
with onH 2000 horse and 3000 foot, who were lodged in the pagoda of Senng 
ham. The French battalion w ith 2000 sepo} s, shut theraseU es up in the pagoda 
of Jumhakistna and ga\e out that the} meant to defend themselves to the last 
extremit} As their only hope the} still kept their e}es turned towards M 
d Auteuil who on Ins part, so far from being able to bring them succour was 
entirel} occupied with Ins own difficulties. After various movements which 
onl} entangled him more and more he was cooped up b} Chv o in the fort of 
Volconda and obliged to come to terms. One of these w as that deserters should s rre a t 
be pardoned It seems strange that there should hav e been any occasion for 
such a clause but its importance is perceived when we learn the astounding 
fact that though the whole number of Europeans under M d Auteuil w os only 
100 no fewer than tlnrt} five more than one-third of the whole were English 
soldiers who had deserted 

The surrender of M. d Auteuil left the French in Senngham without the cn <iaSv 
least prospect of relief Preparatory to a capitulation it was thought desirable uted^o. pe 
that an attempt should be made to secure the escape of Chunda Salnb M Law 
was aware that in the hands of Dupleix he might still be turned to good account 
and he appears moreover to have been sincerel} desirous not to allow him to 
fall into the power of Mahomed All who w as well known to be thirsting for 
bis life So completely however was the island now watched that the only 
mode of escape wlucli seemed practicable was to bribe some of the native auxi 
lianes to allow lum a passage through their quarters Several were thought 
of — 'the Malirattas but they would sell lnm to the highest bidder — the My 
soreans but they would employ him as a hostage to obtain the performance of 
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ad 1752 tlie pi onuses winch Mahomed All had made to them — and the J aiqoi me-,, 
but they boie lnm an old giudge, and Mould be Milling to take an oppmtumtv 
of avenging it It was known, honevci, that Mown jee, tlu Tan)onne com- 
mandei, was at vanance noth the pi line mimstei, and might m lonscrjncncc be 
induced to piusue a sepaiate mteiest To him, then ion*, the OMituie Mas 
made He gave his consent leadih, and leceivcd a huge sum of mono) in 
hand, with the pionuse of much moie, and almost an) advantage foi mIucIi he 
chose to stipulate The baigam was thus concluded, and nothing ummncd but 
to fix the time of Clninda Sahib’s depaitme, m hen, on the .‘list of May, on the 
amval of batteiing cannon fiom Devicottu, Majoi Lain once summoned M 
Law to smiendei Monacjee, now pietending zealous fnendship, took advan- 
tage of the summons to uige Chunda Sahib to come ovei that veiy night, and 
assuied lum that eveiy houi’s del a} added gieatlv to his usk Some suspicion 
of tieacheiy was felt, and Monacjee was asked fm .1 considei.ible hostage He 
answeied with gieat calmness, that if tieacheiy was meant, no hostage could 
prevent it, and that, moieovei, the meie giving oi a hostage Mould be equiva- 
lent to a divulging of the whole seciet He bound himself, hou ev ci, b) an oath 
on Ins swoid and pomaid, the most sacied of all obligations to an Indian ‘■'oldici, 
to send oft' Chunda Salub as soon as he came into his quarters, with an e'-coit 
of hoise to Caracal All tins had Liken place at an intei view with M Law, 
whose suspicions weie still fuithei lulled b) a Tnnjotmo ofticei who told linn 
he was to command the escoit, and showed lnm the palanquin and otliei pie- 
paiations foi the journey Chunda Sahib, who was waiting to hear the lcsult 
of the intei view, immediately placed himself m the povvei of Monacjee, whose 
first use of it was to put lum m 110 ns 

sunender of M Law, aftei concluding the aaangement fox Ins unfoi fcunate colleague in 

the Trench 0 ° ° 

foice it arms, had no alternative foi himself He was absolutely at the meicy of Ins 
antagomsts, and had no hope except m the model ati on of Majoi Lawience 
The French, he said, was not at wai with the English , and now that Chunda 
Sahib was a pnsonei, and his aimy dispeised, he expected to be tieated not as 
an enemy, but as the lepiesentative of a fnendly pow r ei, and assisted to letum 
m safety Math his army to the French settlements Majoi Lawrence leplied 
that he acted only as the intei pi etei of the intentions of Mahomed Ah, and 
justified the terms which he pioposed to exact by pioducmg a lettei in wdnch 
Duplerx. declaied that he would nevei cease to pui sue him while a Fienchman 
remained m India The fiist summons to M Law w r as to smrendei at disci e- 
tion , a second, in moie peiemptoiy teinis, demanded a decisive answei by a fixed 
horn, and added that, if the battenes once began to play, eveiy man m the 
pagoda should be put to the swoid Ultimately, all evasions piovmg vain, 
M Law resigned lumself to Ins fate, and made an unconditional sunendei 
The whole force undei his command, and which thus became pusoneis of war, 
consisted of a battalion of 820 Euiopeans and 2000 sepoys Then ai tilleiy weie 
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a.d iT52 texts foi evading the obligation Tuchinopoly was not Ins, it belonged to the 
Gieat Mogul, he was only viceioy, and might be lccalled at pleasuic, the My- 
soiean, when he took advantage of his distiess to e\loit the pioimse, must haxc 
known that it was not m his powei to peifonn it, to gi\e up Tuchinopoly to 
an Indian king would only be to mvohe himself and the Bntish as Ins allies in 
a wat with the whole Mogul cmpnc 

utiuamed Xt would be useless to explain the negotiations winch ensued, and detail the 
ported by cunning tucks which the pnities employed to outwit each other Jhe ino4 
pany ° m impoitant point is that the Company, while lecoinmending mutual concession, 
agieed to stand by the nabob, and so fai to support him m Ins injustice by inti- 
mating to tbe Mysoiean, tliat if be had lecoume to ioice they would it pel it 
The effect was to patch up a hollow agi cement, which neithei patty meant to 
keep By this agieement the dalaway was put m possession of the icvcnues of 
the island of Senngham and some othei distnets, and pi onmed the po^e^ion 
of Tnclunopoly m two months, m lelura he engaged to assist the nabob with 
all Ins foice in the complete 1 eduction of the nnbobship When, m tcims of this 
agieement, the Mysoi ean was asked to maich, lie made so many fm olous excuses 
as left no doubt as to Ins intentions As the most effectual means of fi ustratmg 
them, Captain Dalton was left m Tnclunopoly with 200 Europeans and 1500 
sepoys This measiue was doubtless necessaiy, since the M/> soi cans and Mah- 
lattas still letamed then old encampment m the vicinity , but it gi eatly i educed 
tbe strength of the expedition intended foi the Carnatic, l educing the Com- 
pany’s battalion to 500 men and 2500 sepoj's, while the nabob w as nnable to 
accompany them with more than 2000 home Such w T as the whole ami}' winch 
set out on the 28th of June, to accomplish objects foi winch ten times then 
numbei would scaicely have sufficed The fust place of importance which they 
reached was Yolconda, the governor of which, though he lefused to delivei up 
Proceedings the foit, took the oath of allegiance to Mahomed All, as nabob, and, besides 

ID f)ll6 OrF 

natie paying 80,000 rupees as arrears, gave security foi the legulai payment of the 
levenue m futuie From Yolconda the nabob sent Ins biotliei, Abdul Waliab 
Khan, with 1000 horse, to Arcot, appointing him deputy-governor of the distnets 
north of the Paliai, and pioceeded with the lest of the tioops to Tnvadi, about 
seventeen miles west of Fort St David. To tins settlement, now no longei the 
seat of government, which had been again removed to Madias, Majoi Lawrence 
repaired foi the lecovery of Ins health, leaving the command to Captain Gmgen 
The reveises sustained by the French in the soutli pioduced gieat consterna- 
tion at Pondiclieny These, howevei, weie somewhat balanced by the successes 
of M Bussy in the north Aftei the death of Muzzuffei Jung, Salabut Jung, 
the new soubahdai, appointed by Bussy’s influence, proceeded wutli him foi 
Karnool, by the hand of whose chief Muzzuffei Jung had fallen, and barbai- 
ously revenged the act by massacring a laige numbei of the inhabitants, 
storming the foit, and puttmg the gamson to the swoid. They then ciossed 
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the Iustm and continued their march northward m the direction of Goleonda a d i 5 
But a venous obstruction was to be lemov ed before they could reach it Glmi 
u din the eldest son of Nizun ul Moolk had neaer as was f ilsely alle ed 
renounced his claim to the soubilislnp and was nor, taking actrve steps to u 
secure it With this Mew he had formed an allnncc with the Ptisliwa Balajee 13 8111 
Bijee Rao who stood read) w ith 2o 000 "Mihrattas to dispute Salibut Jungs 
further progress Negotiation was attempted and the Peishwa aware that his 
presence was urgently lcqmrcd at S ittnrah made no scruple of changing sides 
Tlie obstacle being thus removed Sahbut Jun Q accompanied by Bussv more 
as Ins protector than his prott D d made a triumphant entrance into Golcondi 
Glnpi u dm had in the memtime set out from Delhi ind armed at Aiuun 


gabad which now Med with 
it m import mcc and w as re 
e arded as the capital of the 
Deccan Vs ne 0 oti ition could 
not here n\ ail another dc\ ice 
equ ill) chai-acteustic was 
adopted and Ghazi u din w as 
tut ofT b) poison lhe death 
of the chief w as as usual fol 
low ed b) the dispersion of lus 
mm) and Sahbut Jung now 
left without a rival took Ins 
seat on the 'ftiusnud at Au 
rungabad umd general rc 



joicin 0 H. At such a season Bussy could obtain anythin^ he chose to ask n 


and besides lcceiwng lar 0 e pecuniary presents to himself and his officers 


arranged fur the future pi) incut of his troops at a urj extravagant rate 
Dupleix also display ed the extent of Ins authority by disposin Q of the nabob 
ship of Arcot a if it had been his own absolute property First he pro 
claimed lnmsclf nabob next he laid aside the title and confened it on Itezi 


F I 
tl 



Silnb Chundv Sahibs son and when Ins exhausted treisury leqmred to be 


supplied he set aside this appointment ilso and made an attempt to dispose of 
it for inoncv to Mortiz Ah Tins man who had already sealed his mfimy by 


two atrocious murders grasped eageily at the honour ind after advancing a 
sum of about £80 000 was formally installed at Pondicherry While there 
liowevci bavin 0 become acquainted with the "views which Dupleix had upon 
Ins treasures lie repented of his bargain and without explaining his intentions 
made a precipitate return to lus fortress at Vellore 

Though greatly hampered by the state of lus pecuniary resources Dupleix 
contended manfully with fortune and was soon able to throw serious obstacles 
in Mahomed All s way In this lie was greatly aided by the misconduct o* 
Vol I 61 
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ad 1752 the nabob himself, whose dishonesty -with legal d to the cession of Tiiclnnopolj 
had begun to tell stiongly against him While the laigei pait of hi-> foice w as 
\ rish it detained theie to counteiact the mtiigues of the Mysoieam and Malnattus, 
capture'' scaicely a chief m the Carnatic voluntaiily declaied in his f.ivom In these 
Gmgeo encumstances it seemed deshable to stuke some decisne blm\ v. Inch might at 
once laise the sinking spmts of his followers and intimidate his enemies Ills 
scheme wa$ to effect the captuie of Gmgee Mnjoi Law i cnee stmngh dnap 
pioved of it, and paid a visit to Madias foi the pm pose of dissuading the piesi 
dency fiom entei taming the pioposal Ills influence, hove\ei, pi mod less than 
it ought to have been, and on the 23d of July, 1752, the nabobs application foi 
assistance was complied with, by sending, nndei Ma]oi Kmnen, who had lately 
ai lived fiom England, a detachment of 200 Euiopeans and 1500 sepojs, accom- 
panied by 000 native cavaliy, on this foimulable cnteipiise r J’he low count) \ 
was easily tiaveised, but on leaching the mountains difficulties piesented them- 
selves at eveiy step Foi ten miles lound, Gmgee is encoded by mountains, 
and accessible only by a few stiong passes. These the imading fmcc ought to 
have seemed, but no tioops could be spaied foi this pmpose, and the whole 
continued to advance When Gmgee was leached, it soon appealed that the 
whole maich hitheito had been laboiti imam The govemoi, when suimnonerl, 
lefused to sunenclei, and theie w r eie no means of compelling him, foi, by a ven 
unaccountable blundei, turn pieces of battei mg cannon, on the way fiom Foifc 
St David, had not been waited foi Meanwhile Dupleix, who had been on the 
aleit, no soonei learned that the expedition had passed the mountains than he 
detached 300 Euiopeans and 500 sepojs, with seaen field-pieces, who took up a 
stiong position at Yiciavanch, neai the pass tliiough which Ma]Oi Kinnen had 
led Ins tioops No longei di earning of the captuie of Gmgee, Ins object now 
was to disentangle himself He had the good foi tune to succeed, and baaing 
not only got cleai of the mountains, but been lemfoiced by above 1000 of the 
nabob’s lioise, deteimmed to give battle He had not piopeily counted the 
cost, and sustained a defeat m avlneh the loss avas not so gieat as the disgiace, 
the avhole tioops, not excepting the Euiopeans, having given avay nuclei panic 

Dapieiv cip Elated by this success, Dupleix lemfoiced the victois, who, noav musteiing 
450 Euiopeans, 1500 sepoys, and 500 hoise, encamped neai the noitli boundaiy 

i8\\ ibs ni6r 

cemnes of the temtoiy of Foit St David The Company’s tioops, aftei leti eating to 
Tuvadi, letnecl still furthei, and took up a position at a ledoubt m the boimd 
hedge, about tlnee miles west of the foit Heie they lemamed inactive, avaitmg 
the ainval of two compames of Saviss of 100 men each, w r ho had just auivecl at 
Madias fiom England To avoid delay, one of the compames w r as embaikecl m 
the light boats of the countiy, and weie pioceechng foi Foit St David by sea 
It had been assumed that on that element Dupleix would not ventui e to violate 
English colours The mistake w r as discoveied udien too late, foi as soon as 
they weie seen fiom Pondiclieiiy, a ship set out and made them all pusoneis 
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Ihe captme was loud!} complained of as a -violation of tlie peace subsisting ad i 
between Great Britain ind France but Dupleix thought he had a sufficient 
preci dent in the capture of French troops it Sennghom 

To avoid a repetition of the loss Major Lavvience embarked with the other b tti t 
company of Swiss in one of the Company s slups and brought them safely to ^ 
Fort St Dav id on the lCth of August The next day he took command of the 
whole force consisting of 400 Europeans 1700 sepoys and 4000 of the nabobs 
troops The enem\ immediately drew had to Balioor and -when still pursued 
encamped between the bound hedge of Pondicherry and Yillenore which thus 
"became their advanced post From this they were soon dm en hut here the 
pursuit ended because Major I awrcnce under instructions from the presidency 
which amidst overt acts of war still clung to a semblance of peace refiamed 
fiom passing the bound liod^e. In this state of matters he determined as a last 
attempt to bring them to action to pretend a precipitate retreat and as if he 
had in his return become afraid hastened hack to Balioor The stratagem 
clumsy though it was succeeded and Dupleix only afraid that Ins enemies 
should escape insisted on pursuit against the remonstrances of M Kirkjean his 
nephew who commanded the French They accordingly nd\ anced within two 
miles of Balioor Major Lawrence lost no time in preparing for action ind at 
three next morning was in motion with Ins whole force The action com 
menced with the sepoys on either side and did not become decisive till the 
British and French battalions met at the point of the bay onet After a short 
struggle two platoons of British grenadiers broke the enemy 8 centre and his 
whole line immediately gave way Had the nabobs civ airy done their duty 
instead of galloping off to plunder few of the enemy could hav e escaped Ev en 
as it was their loss w as senous in men artillery ammunition and stores Tins 
victory was still more important in its indirect consequences Moran Row had 
actually been gamed o\ er to the French and a detachment of 3000 Mahrattas 
was on the way to join them when they received intelligence of the affair of 
Balioor Nothing more was wanting to make them change tliur loute and 
they made their appearance in the nabobs camp complimenting him on his 
-victory and lamenting their misfortune in not having been able to join him m 
sufficient time to share the honour of it 

M y or Lawrence hav mg advanced to Tnv adi prepared to dev ote the remain ^ t 
der of the se ison before the runs should set m to the reduction of all the chm g i p t 
country northward from Pondicherry to the P ihar It w as at tli same tun* i g 
determined by the presidency at the urgent request of the nabob to attempt 
the reduction of the forts of Clungleput and Covelong situated north of that 
river Bein 0 of great strength they commanded a considerable tract of country 
and often sent out detachments which plundered within the tenitory of the 
nabob and the Company The only force which could be saved for the task of 
subduing them consisted of 200 raw recruits just arrived fiom Ingland and 
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ad 1702 appaiently the veiy lefuse of London, and 500 sepoys, as ignoiant of semrc as 
tlie lecnuts The only hope of success was, that Cine had \ohmteeml to com- 
mand them 

Howtho Heading these ti oops with foui twenty -fom pounders, Cine set out on the 

gnmuicoTe lOtli of Septemhei foi Covelong It stands on the sca-shoic, about t\\ out} -five 
lonfe miles south of Madias, and consisted of a foit inclosed In a stiong wall, flanked 
with toweis and mounted with thnty pieces of cannon It had a gnnnon of 
fifty Euiopeans and 300 sepojs, and was m possession of the Fiench, who had 
seized it m 1750, by a veiy disgiaceful sti.itagem A ship anchoied m the 
load, making signals of distiess The natnes going on boaid, vcio told that 
most of the cicw had died of semvy, and that the sui vnors ‘»till suflenng fiom 
the same disease, and unable to navigate the \cssel must polish if not allowed 
to go on slioie They weie allowed, and lepaul the humanity b\ making them- 
selves masteis of the place The Fienchmen, thnty m nuinbei, landed, onlv 
counteifeitmg disease, and having concealed aims nndei then clothes, msc m the 
dead of the night and oveipoweied then belief actois 
caves dim The ti oops amved m the evening at a height tv. o miles to the ncstwaid 
befoie Coie Half of them lemamed, and the othei half pioceeded, duung the night, in 
cliaige of Lieutenant Coopei, to occupj- a gaiden GOO vsuls south of the foit 
At bieak of day, a paity fiom the gam c on, Advancing to the gaiden, fned sud- 
deifly tlnough some devices of the gate This alann, and the fill of Lieutenant 
Coopei by a shot, so Lightened the lecnuts in the gaiden, that they immedi- 
ately took to then heels, and weie i mining as fast ns then legs could cany 
them, when they weie met by Clive, ad's aiming with the othei half of the 
tioops, and compelled by him, though not without difficulty, to letum The 
next day he summoned the govemoi of the foit, and lecemng a veiy blusteinig 
answei, began without loss of time to eiect a batteiy at the distance of 300 
yaids fiom the walls He at the same time placed a stiong guaul on an 
adjoining lock An unlucky shot having struck it, and killed oi -wounded foiu- 
teen men with the spluiteis, all the lest hastened off, and foi some tune could 
not be peisuaded again to expose themselves, indeed, seveial liouis aftei, one of 
the advanced sentnes was found hiding at the bottom of a well 
capture of Clive tuec! to shame them into courage by constantly exposing himself to 
the hottest of the fiie, and at last succeeded in giving them some degiee of firm- 
ness It was lngh time, for a leinfoi cement was appioa clung fiom Cliingleput 
The veiy name of Clive, liowevei, seems to have sufficed, foi on hearing that he 
was on the way with half Ins tioops to give battle, it fled with piecipitation 
The blusteung govemoi was as easily cowed, and, just as the batteiy was 
finished and piepaung to fiie, sunendeied at discietion Besides the cannon 
mounted on the walls, fifty of large calibie weie found within the foit They 
pioved to be paifc of those captuied by Laboiudonnais when he took Madias 
The day aftei tlie suirendei a laige body of tioops weie obseived at day bieak 
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crowing a stream about a mile west of the fort Ihey proved to be a new and 
stronger reinforcement bent by the governor of Chin 0 kput to make a\igorous 
effort for the relief of Covtlong They had no idea of the surrender and were 
nd\an mg in secur 
itv a lien from an 

ambuscade which ** *"• 

had been laid f »r 'r v 

them a sudden fin 
uai op ncd. In a ^ 

f w minute? 100 “ HI- JZ. 

mm were «truc<v 

down and in >rc than ** 

half of there t tood ~~ “I- =— ** 

ns if mittcd to the 

r*T c imt-lK w t 1 t«t SU|» lCbi 

sj>ot till lho\ were 

taken prisoner*. The few who escape 1 carried hack their consternation to 
Chm 0 h put 

lias fort situated about twent} links southwest of tlic other near the a 
northern or left haul of the Pnhar was much stringer both l»y nature and art fcu 1 ^’ 1 '* 
Allow in^ for some im-gulantic? it was nearly in tbt fonn of a parallelogram 1>nt 
about 100 a arils lon e from north to south and 320 broad from cast to west 
and was nearly inaccessible on three siles Kin^ surrounded by a lake on the 
wc-t and northwest nn«l ly swampy nee fields on the cast and northeast 
It \ as natural! > weal only on the south where lu 0 hcr ground commanded it 
but to compen ate for this defect the fortifications w ere much stronger here 
than el cwhere fir while the parts washed by the lake were inclosed only by 
a sleiilcr wall and those opjxvete to the nee fields were but feebly defended 
the south side lnd first a deep ditch ficcd with stone and then a stone wall 
18 feet high flan! ed with tow ire \\ ithin thc«c works another wall continued 
parallel to them funned a second similar inelosurc lhc cannon mounted were 
fifteen pieces nnd the girnson consisted of firty I uropcans and 500 sepovs 
Ghvc made his nppoarnneo before the consternation caused by tho defeat at 
Co\elon 0 bad subsided and by means of a battery of four twenty four pounders 
placed at first at the di tanco of u00 and afterwards of only 200 yards, a breach 
was m fonr da\ a effected in both the outer and tho mtenor walls Much 
remained to be done and a stout defence might still ha\o been made but the 
ofliccr in command had no heart to continue a resistance which lie was satisfied 
must be meflcctual and surrendered on condition of being permitted to march 
away with the honours of war W ith these sci vices Clive closed the first part 
of his career His health had suffered severely and made a visit to England 
absolutch necessary 

lhc nabob s affairs while thus flourish in 0 in the north weie becoming moie 
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ad 1753 and moie entangled at Tiiclimopoly As is almost mvauably the case, the 
honest couise would have been the most politic By performing his piomises 
state of to the Bmg of Mysoie, he might not only have seemed a poweiful ally, but 
Tnc'hin* been able to make Ins whole foice available foi the 1 eduction of the Carnatic, 
° !>0 ' 3 by attempting a couise of fiaud and tuclceiy, he at once piovolced and justified 
letaliation He would not keep faith, and theiefoie only leceived his deseits 
when it was not kept with him The eftect of Ins double-dealing has alieady 
been seen m the attempt of Nunjeiaj, the Mysoie geneial, to take ad\antage of 
Ins depaituie The vigilance of Captain Dalton fiustiated seveial conspnacies 
foimed foi the puipose of seizing the city, but at last all disguise v, as tin own 
aside, and both Nunjeiaj and Moian Row enteied into open alliance with Du- 
pleix, who had all along been active m fomenting then cpianel "with the nabob 
Open wai being thus cleclaied, a senes of desultoiy afiaus took place In some 
of these Captain Dalton’s tioops suffcied seieiely, but the means of lesistance 
which he still possessed convinced the Mysoiean that if Tnclnnopoly weie to be 
taken, Ins suiest means Avas famine He accoulingly endeaA T ouied to cut off all 
the souices of supply Foi a time little appiehension Avas felt by the gamson, 
more especially as Khen-u-dm, the nabob’s biothei-m-laAv, avIio had been left as 
his repiesentative, assiued Captain Dalton that the piovisions m the magazines 
weie sufficient to last foui months At last, liOAveA r ei, AA r hen tlie blockade began 
to be more effective, and piovisions weie sold m the city at an enormous pi ice, 
Captain Dalton thought it necessaiy to asceitam the actual state of piOAUsions 
by a peisonal inspection of the magazines Then foi the fiist time he learned 
that Khen’-u-dm had been selling the piovisions foi Ins OAvn piofit, and that the 
quantity in stole Avas equal to a consumption of only fifteen days 
Mijor Appalled at this discoA r eiy, lie immediately communicated it to Major LaAv- 

vancesto lence, who Avas then encamped at Tuvadi So uigent did the case appeal to 
it-reiiof ] 111T1) that, Avithchawing all the tioops, except a gamson of 150 Eiuopeans and 
500 sepoys, he Avas on Ins way the veiy next morning Avitli all the lest of the 
tioops Aftei a short halt at Foil St David, to piocuie the necessaiy stoies, 
he pioceeded, accompanied by the nabob, tlnough the temtoiies of the King of 
Tanjore, and reached Tnclnnopoly on the 6th of May, 1753 The A r eiy day 
aftei, a detachment of 200 Eiuopeans and 500 sepoys, with foiu field-pieces, 
sent by Dupleix, airived at Senngham, undei M Astiuc, and joined the Myso- 
reans The Avliole foice Avlncli Majoi Lawi ence could mustei, inclusive of all 
the tioops that could be spaied fiom the gamson, amounted only to 500 Euio- 
peans, 2000 sepoys, and 3000 of the nabob’s hoise With the infantry only, 
the hoise refusing to move because then pay was m aneai, he passed ovei into 
the island on the 10th of May, and Avas immediately attacked by great numbeis 
of the Mysoieans Then mfantiy was easily lepulsed, then cavahy, gallantly 
headed by that of the Mahiattas, gave moie tiouble, but Avere ultimately 
obhged to yield , the blunt of the battle was then borne by the Fiench, Aidio 
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maintained tlieir post and kept up a cannonade till evening when Majoi Law n a 
rence deemed it prude nt to repass the C \u\ ery The operations of the day had 
convinced him that M Astruc would pro\e a more formidable opponent than 
M Law and that mstead of attempting to dislodge the enem\ from the island 
lus most important busme s was to replenish the magizines of the city with 
provisions This task was attended with the greatest difficulty and 1 ept him 
inactive for five weeks 

In the meantime Dupleix fully alive to the important stru c gle about to he r« b 
waged kept his i ye fixed on Senngham and continued to urge forward rem t 

forcements till the whole armv within the island amoimted to loO Europeans s * m 
loOO sepovs loOO Malirattas 8000 Mysore horse and above 16 000 Mv sort 
infantry of an heterogeneous and worthless description T o this army Major 
Lawrence had nothing to oppose hut his oOO Europeans and 2000 sepovs 
Even of the lath r 700 were constantly employ id in escorting provisions The 
enemv confkhnt m superiority of numbirs was now emboldened to quit the 
i land and began to form a chain of positions with the \ lew of cutting off the 
communications of the citv with the surrounding countrv In tins they were 
so successful that provisions again begin to fail and even the most sanguine 
ceased to hope that the city could be saved To add to the general despon 
dencv Major Lawrence was suffering from severe illne s which threatened to 
withdraw him entnelv from dutv 

Wlule the enemy were steadily pursuing their plan of gaining their object «nu t 
by starvation Major Lawrence was most leluctant to quit anj commanding th Fenu. 
position wlncb it seemed possible to maintain and kept a guard of 200 sepoys 
posted on a loci about a mile south west from his camp and north east from 
that of the enemv B^ing thus equidistant from both the possession of the rod 
was soon contested M Astruc determined to have it attacked it with a select 
body and supported them at a distance by his whole force Major Lawrence at 
first endeavoured to support the sepoy guaid by a platoon of only fort} Luro 
peans but on perceiving all the army of the enemj in motion took the bold 
resolution of leaving onlj 100 Europeans to guard the camp and risking a 
general action with the remainder of his troops amounting in all to 300 F uro 
peans eighty artillerymen with eight field pieces and 500 sepojs The great 
contention now was winch of the two armies should first reach tlit rock M. 

Astruc was succes ful and carried it by a vigorous effort when Major Lawrence 
was only half waj What was now to he done ? Adv ance and retreat seemed 
equallv despeiate In such circumstances the boldest course is usually the safest 
The order to advance w is received by the soldiers with three cheers and while 
the grenadiers attacl ed the rock with fixed bayonets the rest wheeled round it 
to engage the French battalion The grenadiers carried all before them and 
with some sepoys who had followed in their track, commenced a deadly fire 
fiom the top of the rock upon the French drawn up below within pistol shot 
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ad 1753 the othei tioops behaved with equal gallantly, and leseivmg then hie till 
" within twenty yauls of the enemy’s line, ponied m such a volley that the Fiench 
fled m consternation, leaving thiee pieces of cannon behind them The Mah- 
iattas, m endeavouiing to covei the letieat of the Fiench, and even to legam 
the day, weie seveiely handled Though the victoiy had been gained, the 
stiuggle was not yet ended The vietois weie a mile distant fiom then camp, 
and m oidei to leach it must pass ovei an intei vening plain in the face of 
neaily 12,000 cavaliy, who stood leady to pounce upon them the moment then 
letiogiade movement should begin Nothing but the utmost skill, coolness, 
and coiuage could have saved them Foitunately the heioic band possessed all 
these qualities m an eminent degiee, and made the ca-\ahy pa}' so deaily foi 
attempting to cliaige them, that they weie at last allowed to pioceed without 


intei i uption 

Mahomed The enemy, ashamed and dispnited by then defeat, lost much tune m 
ger from iu= mutual i eci lmmation The sepoys employed m forwaiding supplies made tlili- 
o™ troops use 0 f the mtei val, and succeeded m bringing in a stock of piOMSions suffi- 
cientto last foi fifty days The dangei of famine being thus lemoved, Major 
Lawience cleteimmed to maicli into the Tanjoie countiy, with the double object 
of meeting a lemfoi cement which he expected fiom the piesidency, and inducing 
the king to tlnow aside the neutiality lie had again piofessedly assumed, and 
furnish a contmgent of cavahy, which was veiy much v anted To facilitate 
this negotiation the piesence of the nabob was thought desnable, but when lie 
piepaicd to set out, an unexpected difficulty occuned His tioops, clamouimg 
foi then aneais of pay, declaied he should not quit the city till they weie satis- 
fied This he could not 01 would not do , and the smgulai spectacle was seen 
of 200 Euiopeans, with fixed bayonets, escoitmg the nabob, in whose cause the 
Company had alieady expended much blood and tieasuie, because his own 
tioops, so fai fiom escoitmg him, weie bent on committing outiage on his 
peison A few days aftei Ins depaitiue the whole of these tioops lepaned m a 
body to Captain Dalton, and intimated then intention to join the enemy This 
intimation they accompanied with the smgulai lequest that he would not file 
upon them while they weie mai clung off Glad to be quit of them on any teims 
he gi anted then lequest, and they walked off unmolested at noon-day 


fbtrvtagem 
and counter 
stratagem 
at Triclim 
opoly 


The enemy being now m complete possession of the whole countiy aiound 
Triclnnopoly, the city itself was the only object now to be contended foi, and 
both paities made then anangements accoidingly The ganison, as a mattei of 


stein necessity, reseived all the piovisions which had been stoiecl up foi then 


own use, and the inhabitants, tlneatened with absolute staivation, had no altei- 


native but to quit then habitations The whole population, estimated at neaily 


400,000, disappeared in less than a month, and nothing remained to fill up the 
blank but a ganison, which, including soldieis and artificeis of all descuptions, 
chd not exceed 2000 men Of these neaily one-lialf were native peons 01 undis- 
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ciplined infmtrj who being of no use except to give in alarm occupied the ad 1 5 
interval between the two walls the others on whom the whole burden of the 
defence laj consisted of about GOO sepo}s who wire stationed at intervals on 
the ramparts and 200 Euiopenns of whom part kept the gates while the rest 
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la} on their arms ever} night read} to start on the fin>t announcement of 
danger The besiegers who had been contented with maintaining the blockade 
now began to think that tin*} might venture on more decisive measures Dupleix 
was of the same opinion and was constantly importuning II Bremer who had 
succeeded 2H Astmc in the command to attempt an esc ilade To procure the 
information which was prciv iousl} desirable be suggested the emplo}mentof a 
Trench officer of the name of De Cattans who was to be sent mto the town as 
if he had deserted and thfen act os a sp} De Cattans readil} undertook the 
degrading and perilous office but b} overacting Ins part excited suspicions which Th >py 
ultimatcl} led to his detection. Captain Dalton seized the opportumt} to turn 
the devices of the enemy against themselves and induced De Cattans by the 
promise of interceding for his pardon with Major Lawrence to write a letter to 
M Bremer recommending an escalade at a particular spot which he pointed out 
It was in fact though it did not appear so extemall} the strongest point m 
the city and any attempt to escalade it must have resulted in the repulse and 
Vol 1 <32 
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a o 1753 destruction of the paity engaged m it M Bieniei, howevei, would have fallen 
into the snaie, and only escaped it in consequence of being obliged to employ 
Ins tioops elsewheie 

Majoi Lawience’s appioacli, which had foi some time been lumouied, was 
cattle of the now ceitam He had leeeived a lemforcement fiom Foit St Da's id of 170 
Europeans and 300 sepoys, and was moieovei accompanied by a Taiqonne aimy 
of 3000 lioise and 2000 matchlock-men, under the command of Monaciee On 
the 7th of August he amved at a place called Dalawaj ’% Choultiy, situated on 
the south bank of the Cauveiy, about five miles east of Tiichinopoly The intei - 
vemug plain was so much flooded by the lams that it was deemed necessary to 
stuke to the south-west, along with a convoy of ncaily 4000 bullocks, undei- 
stood to be laden with piovisions, though it aftenvaids turned out that only 
one-tentli of them weie thus laden, while the nabob and Ins officeis had selfishly 
appiopnated all the lest foi the tianspoit of baggage and tiumpeiy On aiming 
within a mile of the Sugai-loaf Rock, situated two and a half miles south-east of 
the city, Majoi Lasvience found it occupied by the main body of the enemy , 
while the Golden Rock, about one and a quaitei mile due west fiom the Sugai- 
loaf, was m possession of a stiong detachment Instead of endear ounng to foice 
the enemy’s posts, he lesolved to keep on the outside of them With this view 
he caused the convoy to make a consideiable cncmt to the south-west, intend- 
ing himself to march lound by the Golden Rock This, howevei, uas not pos- 
sible while that stiong position was held by the enemy’s detachment It was 
necessary to duve them fiom it, and this was the gieat difficulty In fact, had 
M Bremei supported the detachment as he ought, it would have been impos- 
sible Instead of suppoitmg he weakened it, by withdrawing the greatei pait 
of the detachment to assist m meeting a feigned attack on Ins mam body 
Having thus allowed himself to be outwitted, he did not discovei Ins blunder 
till it was too late to lepau it The Golden Rock had been earned by the 
English gienadiers and a party of 800 sepoys, when the Fiench infantry hasten- 
ing forward to leheve it had reached only half way Majoi Lawience followed 
up the advantage he had thus gamed with signal abdity, and ultimately ckove 
off 1 the whole body of the enemy m confusion Had the Tanjonne hoise pur- 
sued as they ought to have done, instead of lemaimng meie spectatois of the 
flight, a decisive victoiy would have been gained 

The enemy, after then defeat, encamped m a stiong position at Weycondali, 
roinforce<j ie3 TVn ^ es wes t of the city, and Majoi Lawience endeavoured to turn then own 
tactics against themselves by occupying the Five Rocks, situated about tlnee 
miles fai tlier south, and thus mteiposed between the enemy and the open coun- 
tiy fiom which they diew then supplies He had fnghtened them away fiom 
Weycondali to Mootachellmooi, on the south bank of the Cauveij 7- , ovei agamst 
the south-west extremity of the island of Seimgham, and was piepaimg to act 
moie decidedly when all offensive movements on his pait weie suddenly anested 
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The enemy hid receded a reinforcement equal in strength to the -whole English \n i 3 
force. It consisted of 400 Europeans ind 2000 sepoys with six guns together 
with 3000 Mnhratta horse and a great numher of peons or native infantry 
under the command of Moran Row Ihe Europe ms of this reinfoi cement 
Jwd arrived at Pondicherry in June. Had they been immediately forwarded 
to Tnchinopoly they would Ime giv en the Irench such an ascendancy is 
must Ime been decisive of the campaign. Most fortunately Dupleix detuned 
them nearly two months in the Carnatic for some purpose connected with the 
gratification of Ins vanity and thus lost a most favourable opportunity for 
decisive action. 

The Madras presidency on their part weic not idle and on hearing of Du 
plcixs reinforcement, determined to strengthen Major Lawrence with every man 
that could be spared for the field. Having succeeded in mustenng 237 Euro 
pcans ind 300 sepoys they sent them under Captains Ridge and Calhaud by 
Re. 1 to Devicotta. Mnjor LawTcncc moved eastward to meet them and after 
a sharp action in which the Ircnch were decidedlv worsted the junction was 
happily effected. Both parties having now received all the leinf or cements they 
< Npccted w ere anxious for a trial of strength 

On the 20th of September 17o3 Major Lawrence drew up Ins army in b tti fth 
order of b ittle at the Tahir s Tope a mile and a half S S W of the city The r^v 
enemy encamped between the Sugar loaf Rock and the Golden Rock and 
covenng n considerable spneo behind showed no inclination to accept the dial 
lengc. Major Lawrence determined to attack them next day but concealed Ins 
intention by ordering Ins tents winch in expectation of battle he lmd sent to 
the city to be brought back and pitched m their former place At night the 
tents wcrL ngam sent hack and the whole army rested on their arms with orders 
to be in readiness at four o clock the next morning At tins hour the army 
began to mov c in proFound silence and by a sudden obscuration of the moon 
which had before been sliinnn, bnglitlv the first division arrived within pistol 
shot of the Golden Rock before they were discovered. Their sudden fiie so dis 
concerted those in charge of the rock that they burned off leaving two field 
pieces winch they had loaded with grape undischarged Before the confusion 
thus caused in the camp could be repaired the British m three divisions I ept 
advancing with reserved fire and fixed bayonets on the left flank of the French 
battalion stationed at the Sugar loaf Rock wlule the sepoys attached to the 
divisions kept up a constant fire on swarms of Mysorean and other fugitives 
who w ere fleeing in all directions The whole of the British battalion consist- 
ing of 600 men arrived in an unbroken Ime within twenty y ards of their French 
antagonists The latter w ere commanded by M Astruc who did the utmo t to 
bring them into order and ev en prev ailed upon them to receiv e the English 
fire befoie they gave theirs. In this encounter Captain Kilpatrick who led the 
first division of English fell desperately wounded His place wa3 taken by 
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ad 1753 Captain Calliaud, who, "by dexteiously wheeling lound and gaining the left 
flank of an entiencliment, behind which the Fiench battalion Mas posted, pomed 
m a close file The gienadieis at the same tune pushing on v lth then bayonets, 
diove them ciowdmg upon then centie A n ell-levelled dischaige fiom the 
centie and left of the Bntish battalion m fiont completed the confusion, and 
the lout became memediable The victoiy v as non' gained , but the Tnnjonncs 
again pi evented it fiom being so complete as it might have been, by lernaming 
to plundei the camp, when they ought to have been pm suing the fugitives The 
loss of the enemy in Eiuopeans amounted to 100 killed and neail> 200 taken 
pusoneis, among the lattei was M Astiuc, legal ded as undoubtedly the best of 
the Fiench officeis On the Bntish side not moic than foi ty Em opeans v cie 
killed oi wounded 

Tnciunopoiy The enemy, though still mnsteiing about 80,000 nifantij of all soils, and 
withprou 16,000 lioise, weie so chspmted that they did not ventuie beiond Seungham, 
and allowed piovisions of all kinds to be pouied into the cit} r m such abundance, 
that a six months’ supply was easily piovided at a model ate late It was 
deemed advisable, howevei, m oidei not to encioach on this supply dm mg the 
ramy season, which was now at hand, that the ti oops bhould quit the city and 
be earned into cantonments With this view Majoi Lawience, aftei lemfoicmg 
the gamson, so as to make it stiong enough with oi chinny Mgilance foi any 
attempt that might be made against it, lemoved to Coilady on the fiontieis 
of Tanjoie, fiom which abundant supplies could be obtained, -without the neces- 
sity of escoitmg convoys The Tanjonnes weie permitted to letum home, but 
not without gieat leluctance on the part of Majoi Lawience, who suspected, and 
as it aftei wards appealed on too good giounds, that the king would scaicely be 
induced to send them back when the campaign should be lesumed 
Treachery of The enemy lemamed m the island of Seungham as inactive as if a cessation 
of hostilities had taken place, and, so fai fiom endeavotuing to take advantage 
of Majoi Lawience’s absence, allowed the maiket ot Tn cln nopoly to be legnlaily 
supplied m abundance fiom the siuioundmg coimtiy In the beginning of 
Novembei they leceived a lemfoi cement of 300 Euiopeans, 200 topazes oi 
natives, chiefly of Portuguese ongm, and 1000 sepoys Even this did not make 
them moie adventurous, and they lemamed as if deteimined to attempt nothing 
till Major Lawience should again appeal and challenge them to encoimtei lnm 
in a new campaign This appaient indolence was pait of a scheme It had 
been conceived possible to take Tnchmopoly by surpnse, and the object now 
was to lull the gamson into a false secunty The cn cnmstances weie not un- 
favourable Captain Dalton, whose vigilance and expenence weie successful m 
detecting and fiustiatmg seveial plots, had sailed foi England, and Captain 
Kilpatrick, on whom the command had devolved, was still confined to bed with 
Ins wounds 

The point selected foi assault was Dalton’s batteiy, the same lecommended 
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m the letter of De Cattails who after obtaining what w as equiv alent to a pro a d i 3 
mise of pardon had been unjustifiably hung by Majoi Law rence It was situ 
ated on the west side near the north west angle of the w alls and had one* 
formed put of a gateway Tlus part so far as it jutted beyond the -wall had 
been converted into a sohd battery with embrasures the remainder retained its 
original form and led by zig 2 ag passages inclosed between terraces to a gate in 
the inner wall The enemy had learned both from the letter of De Cattans 
and fiom deserters the exact mode of entrance and must thus have bt en aware 
of the difficulties which it would he necessary to surmount but they still pre 
ferred the battery as the most accessible point of attack because the ditch imme 
diately in front of it was almost choked up by a rock on a level with the water 

On the night of the 27th November the greater part of the enemy, b army a uit 6 
crossed over from the island. The Mysoreans and Malirattas were distributed "d lj » d 
in parties round the wails and by approaching tin ditch md making other * 
demonstrations were to divert the attention of the garrison while the French 
battalion w ere carrying out the real attack which was planned as follows — 

At tlnee 0 clock in the morning GOO of the battalion were to commence the esca 
lade and the remaining 200 together with a large body of sepoys were to wait 
at the outside of the ditch ready to cross as soon os the escaladers should Ime 
gained an entrance into the town. The battery was gu irded by fifty sepoys 
and some European gunners All these were present and on the alert when the 
rounds passed at midnight and yet the event pro\ed that three hours after 
the greater part had absented themselves and the few who remained h^jd fillen 
fast asleep Ow mg to this gross breach of duty the whole of the escalading 
party were able to cross tlie ditch and mount the battery without causm 0 the 
least alarm The sleepers being at once despatched with the bayonet the assail 
ants began to move forward intending not to fire till they were fired upon. 

This intention was frustrated by an accident Within the battery close to a 
slight wall inclosing it at the back was a pit thirty feet deep It was not ob 
serv ed in the dark and as sev eral of the party screamed in tumbling into it some 
shots were let off This was alarm sufficient and all the garrison were instantly 
in motion The French aware that concealment was now impossible turned 
tlic two guns which they found in the battery and fired them into the town 
together with a volley of firearms at the same time endeavouring to strike 
terror by beatin 0 their drums and shouting Vue le R 01 ? Captain Kilpatrick 
still unable to leav e his bed gav e his instructions with great coolness and pre- 
cision to Lieutenant Hamson the next in command who not only executed 
them but impioved upon them and by the precaution of keeping up an mces 
sant fire on the passage leading to the gate in the inner wall, killed the two 
persons who were hastening forward to burst it open with a petard. 

The attack had now become almost desperate From the ramparts md ter Sf} 00 * i«* 

_ 1th enemj 

races commanding the battery tlie gamson assembled at tlieir posts commenced 
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a d 1753 a nun clei ous fiie, which the assailants vainly endeavouied to answci Those 
who had got into the passages between the two walls, elambeied back into the 
batteiy with the view of effecting then escape, but the v f ant of laddeis made 
this impossible, except by leaping down a peipendiculai height of eighteen feet 
into the watei of the ditch, 01 on the lock on a lei el with it About 100 made 
this despeiate plunge, but the lest, detened by what these sufieicd, cicpt into 
the embiasuies oi anj 1 - comei that ga\e some kind of sheltei, and as soon as 
daylight appealed, asked and obtained quaitei The numbci who thus sunen- 
deied was 3G0, the numbei of those found killed within the woiks was sixty- 
seven, and of the 100 who took the fiightful leap, few escaped without being 
killed oi disabled With the exception then of the 200 who had lem.uncd out- 
side the ditch, the whole Fiencli battalion was m a mannei annihilated by this 
fatal assault The noise of the filing was lieai d at Coilady On being m- 
foimed of the cause Majoi Lawuence lemfoiced the gemson, and shoitly aftei 
followed wuth Ins wdiole foice 

violation The Rajah of Tanjoie, on the leturn of his tioops, justified the fears which 

of T^njore Majoi Lawience had enteitamed, by not only lefusing to send them back, but 
giving unequivocal manifestations of hostile designs Dupleix and Uunjcia], 
by woikmg alternate^ upon Ins hopes and feais, had completely alienated lnm 
fiom his alhance with the nabob, and he was on the point ot declaim" himself 
openly, when the serious leveise sustained bj r his new allies m then attempt on 
Tnclnnopoly made him pause Imtated at his vacillation, Dupleix determined 
to tiy the effect of foice, and engaged a body of 1200 Malnattas to lavage Ins 
temtoiies The lajali, who had dismissed Ins old geneial Monacjee, because he 
suspected lnm of being too friendly to the English, sent a new and incapable 
geneial of the name of Gandeiow, who made Ins anangements so unskilfully, 
that the Malnattas easily eluded lnm, and contmued then devastations wntli 
little inteii upturn In this way the wdiole of the eastern part of Tanjoie Avas 
converted into a waste 

Defeat of the The raj all applied foi assistance to Majoi Lawoence, who, m piomismg it, 

byjioniojee complained of Gandeiow’s inefficiency, and suggested the l e-appointment of 
Monacjee Aftei consideiable demui this suggestion was adopted, and Monacjee, 
shortly aftei resuming the command, obtained a signal success Pioceedmg at 
the head of 3000 lioise, he found that the Malnattas, fiom ignoiance of the 
countiy, had got entangled between tw r o blanches of the Cauveiy, wlncli a 
sudden flood had swelled so much as to leave no means of egress Monacjee 
encamped at the point which he knew would fust become foldable on the falling 
of the watei s, and befoie the Malnattas deemed it possible, ciossed ovei and 
met them face to face With their usual gallantly, augmented by despan, they 
endeavouied to cut then way thiough the Tanjonnes, but weie lepeatedly ie- 
pulsed Ultimately, 800 of them lay dead on the field The suivivois weie 
reserved foi a woise fate In the spmt of a savage, Monacjee caused them to 
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implied ftliu. and c\en extended Ins barbarism to the dead hy ordering their a.d i w 
bodies to be u )H*nded on the surroundin e trees, a lus success did not produce 
the effect which mijit Imc been anticipated from it The rynh satisfied that 
the immediate dinner was pissed dismissed Monacjco from his command with 
a few compliments and instead of reinforcing Major Lawrence as lie had 
promised disbanded lus troops os no longer nccc^sarj 

bile the nabob s anna thus rcceiv ed no accession and w as on the contrary n «ny 
dimini lied 1 \ the nece 4 * it\ of mcreasin 0 the gamson of Trichinopolj in con rT* ^ 
sequence of the great number of I rcnch prisoners detained in it the tncmj bj 
means of reinforcements was able to muster 000 Europeans 100 topasses GQ00 
pepow and nearly *10 000 Mvsorcnns and Mabrattas. To meet these Major 
Law rtnee w as unable to bnn,, into the field more than COO Europeans and IfeOO 
sopoNs. Notwithstanding this enormous inequality of force the enemy were so 
dispirited b> their repeated defeat that they dul not venture to cross to the 
south Iwnl of the Cam cn 

TnelunopoH had so lon 0 been the seat of war that there was not a tree left n mlu 
standm 0 in the plain around it arid the British could only procure firewood by ukoroiy 
Min ling out detachments to n distance of h\e or six miles. Their provisions 
were obtained with 6till greater difficulty These from what was called Tonde 
mans Country were brought no fvrther than the shirts of the wood*, distant 
nlxmt sevtn miles while those from Tanjore were not brought nearer than 
ei 0 htcen miles the merchants depositing them at Inctapolly a fort situated at 
that distance costw ard on the banks of the Cam cry The detachments employ ed 
in escorting the proM ions from these distances were seldom less than loO Euro- 
peans anil i>00 sepoys rxpencnce seemed to fia\e proved that this force was 
sufficient for from the beginning of January to the iniddlo of February l7ol 
seven comojs bad been safely i sorted The next conioj in readiness was 
larger than an y of these. It consisted of military stores as well ns provisions 
and required no less than 3000 bullocks Tho escort w as strengthened m pro 
portion nnd composed of tho grenadier company of 100 men eighty other Euro 
pean 800 sepoys and four pieces of cannon. A*s not much less than n half of 
the whole army was thus required the more prudent plan undoubtedly would 
bn\ e been not to di\ ide it but to emploj it all ns an escort A more serious 
blunder was committed in intrusting tlie command of it to an officer of little 
experience and less ability 

The escort which left Trictapolly on the morning of the 13th of February srio« d 
reached Ivillj cot tab about eight miles farther west in the evening The follow 1 1 ejby 
m 0 mornin 0 it was journeying on in tho same direction without any appro 
licnsion of danger *nnd lmd proceeded two miles beyond Ivillj cottali along the 
si irts of Tondemans Moods when several bodies of cavalry were seen moving 
on nil sides amon 0 the thickets and underwood The officer commanding the 
corn oy had adopted the w orst possible arrangement for lie had no more than a 



AD 1754 


Disaster bus 
tamed by 
tbo British 


Attempts to 
repair it 


Mahomed 

Issoof 


496 HISTORY OF INDIA [Book III 

single platoon m Ins fiont and leai, while theiest of the tioops weie chstiibnted 
m small bodies along the line of bullocks and caits Most impiudenl as tins 
anangement was, he made no attempt to altei it, and left his tioops exposed to 
the sudden and impetuous onset of 12,000 Mysoiean and Malnatta horse, the 
lattei commanded by Moian Row and Yoonas Khan, and the formei by an 
office! of the name of Hem Sing, and anothei, destined to futiue celebuty undei 
the name of Hydei Ah These cavahy foimed only pait of a detachment which 
had been lying m wait foi the convoy, and was composed, m addition to the 
cavaliy, of 400 Emopeans and 6000 sepoys, with seven pieces of cannon The 
issue was not for a moment doubtful The sepoys at once flung down then arms 
and fled The gienadieis, who had gained so many lam els in pievious fights, 
still distinguished themselves, and, with the othei eighty Emopeans, weie selling 
then lives as deaify as possible, when the Fiench amved, and much to then 
ciedit, obliged the Malnattas to giant quaitei Tins was the seveiest lo^s vlnch 
the Butish had yet sustained dunng the wai The whole of these Emopeans 
weie either lolled, oi wounded and taken pusoneis The loss of the convoy 
scaicely deseives to be mentioned along with that of the tioops, and yet must 
have been seveiely felt Besides the whole of the pionsions and military stoies, 
£7000 in money fell into the enemy’s hands 

The presidency of Madias, on heai mg of the chsastei, made an exeition to 
lepan it, and sent a detachment of 180 men by sea to Devicotta Theie, how- 
ever, they were obliged to lemam till an oppoi tunity should be found of joining 
the camp m safety Majoi Lawience, though his Emopeans had been reduced 
to 400, still kept his position m the plain It was now impossible, however, to 
diaw supplies fiom Tanjore, both on account of the distance, and because the 
lajah, agam disposed to league with the enemy, discouiaged his meicliants fiom 
furnishing them Tondeman’s Country being thus the only lesouice, 400 sepoys 
weie detached to collect them at Killanoie, a village m the woods about twelve 
miles distant The want of a body of hoise was now seveiely felt, and the 
presidency, on the suggestion of Majoi Lawience, sent a deputy to the Rajah 
of Tanjoie, for the puipose of inducing him to send a contingent He was too 
mesolute and ciafty to comply, and without declaring foi any party, lesumed 
his old game of neutiality While the nabob and Butish weie thus left without 
an ally, a new dangei was discovered Tieaclieiy was at woik in the city and 
the camp Though it was frustrated, the details are not unwoitliy of being 
lecoided 

Mahomed Issoof, who had enlisted into the Butish seivice undei Clive, ex- 
celled alike m valoui and stiatagem, and giadually laised himself by ment to 
the chief command of all the sepoys In tins position he lendeied essential sei- 
vice to Major Lawience Hot only did he possess a peifect knowledge of the 
country, and constantly piocuie intelligence of the enemy’s movements, but he 
planned all the maiches of the convoys, choosing his times and his routes with so 
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much dextenty that during three months not one of the convoys of provisions in ( 
coming from Tondeman s Woods "was intercepted. The enemy were most anxious 
to deprive Majoi Lawrence of his services but having no hope of corrupting his 
integrity by a bube endeavoured to effect their object by a very base plot A 
Brahmin named Ponnpa actin^ as Indian interpieter to the British necessarily 
poa essed much of tiieir confidence and became pnvy to their most secret de 
signs This confidence of wlncli he was iltogether unworthy he shamefully a sett P t 
betrayed by entering into a secret correspondence with the enemy and ulti mi 
mately engaging to act entirely in their interest In the course of tlus guilty 1 { 
intercourse it w is resolved by all means to get rid of Mahomed Issoof but as 
he was too much on his guard to be cut off by any kind of assassination the 
following scheme w as adopted —A letter addressed b\ the My sort an commander 
Nunjeraj was purposely placed so as to be intercepted Captain Kilpatrick on 
obtaining possession of it earned it to Major Lawrence who caused I oniapa to 
interpret it m their presence It desired Mahomed Issoof and another sepoy 
officer to meet according to promist with some persons deputed bv Nunjeraj to 
adjust the time and mode of betraying fnclnnopoly promising him it the plot 
succeeded an immense sum in money and various other advantages Mahomed 
Issoof and the other sepoy namid in the lettei weie at once imprisoned but a 
short investigation established their innocence and they were released Sus 
picion now ft 11 upon the proper party and Poniapa though refusing to the last 
to make any confession of his guilt was blown from a gun 

The first symptom of a favourable turn m the affairs of the nabob and his e ^ 
British allies appeared about tins turn when Moran Row who had become tired th lint i 
of the war picked a quarrel with Nunjeraj ly making some exorbitant 
demands for money and on being refused withdrawing to an encampment on 
the north bank of the Goleroon Another incident which at first threatened 
very disastrous results terminated tnumphantly On the 12th of May a party 
of 120 Europeans and 500 sepoys with two field pieces set out under the com 
maud of Captain GilUaud at foui hi the morning intending to w ut ahout two 
miles south of the Sugar loaf Rock for a convoy of provisions wlncli had been 
ordered to advance from Tondeman s Woods 1 he place where they meant to halt 
w as an old w ater tank n* arly choked up though its mound w as nearly entire 
They hid nearly reached it when Mahomed Issoof who was ndin 0 in fiont was 
surprised on ascending an eminence by the nei 0 lnng of Ins horse and the answer 
of it by several others On adv racing to reconnoitre lie was find at fiom the 
other side of the eminence by sev eral Trench troopers The presence of the enemy 
in the ven tank m w Inch the partv had determined to w ait for the conv oy was 
now certain C iptain Caliiaud immediately prepared for attack and by dexter 

ously moving the sepoys on the left while the Europeans wheeled round to the 
nglit flank placed the enemy between two fires rad obliged them to abandon 
the tank w ith precipitation The day w as only dawning w hen the action began 
"Vol l 63 
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ad i 7 o 4 but tlieie was now sufficient light to peiceive that the enemy consisted of 250 
Euiopeans, with foui field-pieces, 1000 sepoys, and 1000 M) soie hoise A smait 
cannonade immediately commenced, and both mimes, atti acted by the sound, 
immediately piepaied to take paid m the engagement Captain Pohei, com- 
manding m the absence of Majoi Lawience, whom sickness had obliged to letne 
a briiiimt mto the city, hastened foiwaid with all his lemaining tioops while the lest of 
achievement j.] ie enem y' s ainiy ciossed ovei fi oiu Seungliam When the two aimies weie 
thus pitched against each othei, the inequality w as seen to be enoimous On 
the one side stood the Butisli battalion, musteimg only 300 men, 1500 sepoys, 
and eleven tioopeis, on the othei side 700 Euiopeans, fifty tioopers, 5000 sepo) s, 
and 10,000 hoise, foitunately, fiom the cause ahead,} mentioned, none of them 
Malnattas With such odds a decisive victoi y w as seal ccly possible , and the 
utmost, theiefoie, which Captain Pohei pioposcd, was to fight Ins way back to 
the camp The English, defiling fiom tlie tank into the plain, maiched onwai d 
m column, while the sepoys followed m a line at light angles with the leai ol 
the battalion, and extending beyond it both on the light and left In this mannei 
they pioceeded, galled by the enemy’s ^even field pieces, but suflenng little fiom 
then musketiy, which kept too fai off to do much mischief, and without halting 
leached a second tank about a mile neaiei the city Just as they leached this 
post, Captain Pohei, who had pieviously been stiuck, leceived anothei wound, 
which so disabled linn that he was obliged to lesign the command to Captain 
Calliaud The fight being now visible fiom the walls of the city, Majoi Law- 
lence, although veiy ill, oideied himself to be earned to the top of one of the 
gates, and tlieie beholding fimv Ins little aimy was hemmed m, tiembled foi its 
fate While the enemy’s sepoys and cavaliy w'eie diawn up opposite to tlnee 
sides of the tank, the fouitli side was menaced by the Fiencli As the lattei 
advanced, the three Butisli field pieces, biass six-poundeis, capable of canying a 
laige quantity of gi ape-sliot, and admuably seived, did feaiful execution In a 
few minutes neaily 100 of the Fiencli battalion weie stiuck down The lest, 
dismayed at the havoc, showed signs of faltenng Captain Calliaud seized the 
favouiable moment, and sallying out with all the Euiopeans, gave a volley so 
well levelled that an lndisciimmate flight immediately ensued, and continued till 
the fugitives weie fairly out of cannon-shot The lest of the enemy w r eie not 
slow to follow the example, and the whole hastened back foi Seungliam , the 
Butisli, satisfied with then victoiy, cbd not attempt puisuit In the evening 
the convoy leached the camp m safety Moie depended upon its amval than 
the enemy seemed to have been awaie of Had they succeeded m pi eventing 
it, meie want of piovisions would have obliged the victois to decamp foi Tanjoie 
the veiy next day 


BaiMrous 
proceedings 
of the 
enemj 


the enemy, ashamed and emaged at then disgi aceful defeat, sought to wieak 
then vengeance in any quaitei wheie it could be done without much clangei, 
and fixed upon Tondeman’s Country, fiom which Tiiclnnopoly had drawn the 
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t^eatei part of its supplies after Tanjore had ceased to send them Accordingly ad 1 t 
on the a ery second m^ht after their defeat M Maissin the French commander 
with all liis Europeans 3000 sepoys and 2000 Uor e suddenly entenng that 
country began to commit every species of ravage The Poly gar Tondeman who 
lnd some warning of their approach had caused his people to remove with then 
cattle and all their effects into the depth of the forests wluther it was impos 
sible to follow them The invaders in consequent* could do nothing more than 
gritify their impotent malice by burning empty villages Disappoint* d of the 
plundei wlucli they h\d anticipated they earned their depredations into Tanjore 

Major Lawrence in expectation that the rajah on seein^ Ins country thus t 
attached would apply to him for as istance set out with 1ns army m order that from 
he be at hand to comply with the application as soon as it should be t f T Ra j ’ 

made and thus bind the rvjah by interest to an alliance of a moie durable nature 
than any he had yet been able to form with him He at the same time ordered 
the reinforcement at Dev icotta to effect a junction with as little delav as pos 
sible The very next day after Ins arrival a message fiom the rajah arrived 
urgin 0 him to hasten his approach The cause of this urgency w as soon explained 
The invaders not contented with pillaging the country had been guilty of an 
atrocious proceeding which threatened to doom a large portion of it to perpetual 
barrenness It lias been vlready mentioned that at Coilady the Colcroon and 
Cauvery would a 0 am unite were the junction not pi evented by an artificial 
mound At this point the level of the Coleroon is about twenty feet lower 
than that of the Cauvery and the object of the mound is to prevent the whole 
from bem 0 pr* cipitated into the Coleroon, v lien it w ould run waste to the sea 
and preserve the Ciuvery as a separate and independent stream which employed 
m irrigating the plains of Tanjore renders them almost fabulously fertile The 
invaders had cut across this mound and afterwaids cannonaded the workmen 
sent to rep ur it 

This attempt to starv e a whole population in order to compel their sov ereign ' 

to adopt a certain politic il course prov ed as impolitic as it w is iniquitous for f th b 
the only effect w as to inspire the rajah with a deep hatred of those who had Med ^ of 
employ* d such abominable means to effect his rum and conv ince him that Ins th T 1 
only security against the repetition of buch milice was a close and cordial alii 
ance with the British presidency Another event which took place at the same 
time formed an additional mdu ement to this alliance On the invasion of 
Tanjore the rajali despatched Ganderow with 1500 horse to Tricatopoly Moran 
Row who after quarrelling with Nunjeraj had fixed himself at Pitcliandali on 
the north bank of the Coleroon watching for any change of circumstances winch 
he might be able to turn to account no sooner heard of the approach of Gan 
derow th m he resolved to encounter him If he succeeded in giving Ium a 
defeat one of two objects would be gamed. The rajah already frightened by 
the French and Mysorean invasion would be & kd to pay a large sum as the 
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pm chase ol lus letieat, oi il this weie lefusetl, the desti action of Gandeiov s 
detachment would avenge the shuightei of the Mahiattas, and the baibaiitic-> 
piactised on those of them who had been taken jmsoneis dm mg a funnel cam- 
paign Thus stimulated both by intei est and ie\enge, Id mail Row, closing 
the Colei oon and Cauveiy by night, with 0000 ol Ins best (loops, siupiiscd 

Gandoiow at day- 
bi eak, and so com- 
pletely defeated him 
that only .‘500 of his 
v hole fou c escaped 
Majoi Lav. it nee ai- 
med at Tanioie 
only tv o day s aftei 
this defeat, and was 
consequently able to 
negotiate w ith the 
lajah undei the most 
favomable cneum- 
stances Theiesult 
was that Monacjee was not only lemstated m his command, but appointed 
pnme mimstei in loom of Succo]ee, who had lnthci to been the gie.it obstacle 
to a peimanent Bntisli alliance 

Major Lawuence was again m possession of an anny r sufficient to enable 
lnm to cope with the enemy The Company 7 ’s foice consisted of a battalion 
of 1200 men, some of them topasses, and 3000 sepoy r s, with fouiteen lield- 
pieces, to these were added 2500 Tanjonnes and 3000 mfantiy, undei Mon- 
acjee A consideiable lemfoicement had also been expected undei Maphnze 
Khan, the nabob’s eldei biotliei As the legal lien of Anwai-u dm. Ins light to 
the nahohslnp was bettei than that of Mahomed, hut as he was taken pusonci 
m the action m which Ins fatliei w r as slam, he was entnely ovei looked m the 
new aiTangements, and on obtaining his libeity found it necessaiy, aftei con- 
sideiahle hesitation, to lecogmze the vahdity of Ins biotliei’s title He had, m 
consequence, been placed at the head of a body of tioops nominally 7, belonging to 
the nabob, but made them entnely subseivient to Ins owui pui poses, and found 
so many pretexts foi delay that the ai my was at last obliged to set out vnthout 
him The whole tioops furnished by the nabob, tlieiefoie, iveie only 7 Ins own 
guaid of fifty horse On enteimg the plains of Triclnnopoly, eneumbeied with a 
consideiable convoy, Majoi Lawn ence found that the enemy 7 , who had pieviously 
fixed then camp at the Five Rocks, had qrntted it and advanced eastwaid, to 
dispute his fmthei piogiess Both aimies diew up m oidei of battle, and fiom 
the apparent lesolution with which the Fiencli moved to the attack, a decisive 
engagement was expected Suddenly 7 , liowevei, aftei enduiing a destiuctive 
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cinnoni k with Uidituss thev wheehsl round before coming within \ni 

11 m ! ct ‘•hot nnd begin to rctmt with *^n«t np]>cirinct of confu ion Major 
I iwrui-x wifi jinj irm 0 t > pur tn when lie nsexrt unesi tint the retiuit of the IVf »‘ t 
trench infmtrv wns ouK n funt to cover mi attach tijon the comov The 
phn vis tin while the British 1 ittilion were cn.,n ft id with the unarmed \ ur 
pint, 1I\ Ur nt the Iu.nl of (lu M\ on lior>c should wlieel tound nn<l fill upon 
the re nr where the IttgiTV- nnl provisions wen. dej>o ited lhders unpetu 
o itv mi 1 < ig me for j land r fm tntid the Mntagi jii Bv inn 1 in" Jm nttncf 
jr mntunlv lu Micoocdi 1 in cimin,, off enh tlurtv fhi carts Iuhn partlv 
with nnm nml ammunition nnd j irth with 1 Kh lining to the I’nti h 

« lie rs Hu lo s was men. tlnn cnmjs nsntod 1»\ the n till of tin action Ihe 
tnn h 1 >*m les mi liinin„ n virlunl <h font hi 1 100 of their battalion 1 died oi 
wounlul while onlv u ft ht if tin I’ntt li f 11 \fhr proceeding to rnclunopol) 
without further intermj tirn mil h Um,, tin htonsef provi ion in its mngn 
mice Mnjor I/iwnnci mile bevml ntt mpts to bnn^ the eminv ton^encml 
en^ip. incut Instenl cf nco } tin^ his tlnll ngesthev retired ns he advanced 
mil tmdlv quitted the jluns on tlu pauth wl of the Lauvcrv to ostalhsh 
tin m lusonct mon in the t hnd of S nn 0 hnm lht commencement of the 
runs j re vent si further imhtarv oppitinn nnd lnfon n new campaign could 
be un 1 rtahen ngrnt change in 1 nnch 1 v t ludm jKhtics wns effected lo 
venous occurrences which preceded nnd contnbuted to this cluing it is ncces 
Mrv now to nttciid 
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'■l \BUf JUNG indebted for lus appointment of Soubahdar of 
^ ,L t° 1 reneh tntluonee natural!) thing to Hilssv thiou 0 h 

whom Hint inHtunce had heen ixcrciscd mid made hint almost 
the absolute disposer of his f alums. Ihe 1 tench commntulei 
talents whieli enabled him to til e full adv nntage of his 
position but found n htnuip, part) at balnbut Jun 0 s court disposed to thwart 
hint mall lus proceedings. At the head tf this }«irt) was Seid Bn hnr Khan 
who thou e h he luted Buss) in Ins heart was such nn adept in cunning that lu 
not Old) persuaded him of lus sincere friendship but had bicn invested with the 
cfhce of dewin b) lus special recommend i turn Iso sooiiei however was lie 
finid) fioited in this oflicc than he threw off the tnisl and took open part with 
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those who weie jealous of Sakbul Jung’s Fieneh paitiahties, and disposed to 
take any steps that might seem necessai} to counteinct them While the } v,eie 
on the watch foi an ojipoifiunt}, Bussy, worn out by anxiety and fatigue, fell 
sick, and depaited, by the ad\ice of Ins ph} siunns, to sequestci himself fiom all 
business at Masulipatam, non become, along with a Luge ti.ut of the adjoining 
temtoiy, entnely a Fieneh possession His t names weie immediately on the 
aleit, and made it then fiist business to get i id of the Fieneh tioojis and sejin}-, 
whom Bussy had left behind, undei the pietext that the*} vac the best seem it} 
of Salabut Jung’s peison and authonty against both imeign and intestine foes, 
but leally foi the pm pose of contiollmg his measmts 'Flic task thus undti- 
takenby the dewan and his associates was delicate and difficult Sal ibut Jung, 
who was deficient m peisonal coinage and sagacity was unwilling to pait with 
the tioops, and the tioops themselves, consisting of an Etuopi m battalion and 
5000 sepoys, all paid by Buss} hnnselt and acting entneU undt l his oidcrs 
would have lesisted any o\eit attemjit to disl and them Undtihand mcasiue^, 
theiefoie, weie lesoited to Fust, the p.v\ which had been tuinishcd .it ceitam 
legulai penocls wms withheld, and when tin tioops complained, the leason 
assigned w r as, that seveial of the pioMnees at a distance fiom Jljdeiabad, wheie 
the soubalidai w r as then holding his eouit, had filled to leplenish the ticasuiy 
by the usual payment of i evenue As the most etlectnal i omed} , it w as suggested 
that the tioops should be sent to entoice the collection of it B} this deuce 
they allowed themselves to be scattered ovei the countiy in detached paitics 
One impoitant difficulty being thus oa ei conic, the dewan next jiersuaded 
Salabut Jung that Ins piesence was impel atnely ieq lined at Auiungab.id 
Heie the meie distance fiom the Fiencli settlements tended gieatly to dimmish 
Fieneh influence, wdule the absence of the gieatei pait of the battalion and 
sepoys lemoved all appiehension of dangei fiom any opposition which the\ 
might have been disposed to oftei to the lemoval of the couit Meantime the 
tioops sent to collect the i evenue made little piogiess, because thwaitecl by 
seciet oi dei s fiom the dewan himself, and then pa} 7 m consequence became moie 
megulai than evei Disappointment, clamoiu, and deseition had consequently 
began to pievail, when Bussy, informed of the state of affairs, and the causes 
winch had pioduced it, made Ins appeaiance m Hydeiabad He had pienously 
given oicleis to all the scatteied detachments to meet lnm tlieie, and hence on 
his ai rival found lnmself at the head of 500 Eiuopeans and -1000 sepoys With 
some difficulty having appeased then discontent, and satisfied then most piessnig 
wants, by money obtained paitly fiom the tieasuiy and partly on Ins own 
credit w r ith native banlceis, he took the bold resolution of maiclniiff uncalled 

o 

with Ins whole force to Auiungabad, a distance of 300 miles What had now 
oecuned might be repeated, and lie was detemnned that m futuie the pay of 
Ins tioops would be diawn fiom some soiuce ovei which the French Company 
had full and undivided conti ol 
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Vfler a consuknbk dels} caused bj the nmj season he commented Ins mi* 
march Sud La bar Khan and Ins adherents were in consternation but man} 
reasons inclined Buss} to net with moderation Instead of mluuieu^ dnectl} 
to Auruii n \b id he halted nt some (list nice to D nc an opportunity for the » 
adoption of concilnton measures. Salibut Jun 0 who still ret uned Ins I rcncli ” B 1 
pirtinhtios w es reul} at once to concede whntc\cr mijit be asked of him an I 
the dewan who liad at one time bethoii e lit himself of taking refuse m the 
stron^ fortress of Dow 
h tub id w as delighted to 
diseoeu that his peace 
coul 1 be made on term 
winch per onall} co t 
him nothin,, Bus \ lmd 
btill more reason to It 
satisfied for the object 
or lusjoumcN lud been 
full} accomplished Tin 
pavment of his troops 
had former)} dependt 1 
on sources which im 0 ht 
easil} be cut olf b} acei 
dent or design it was 
now ecurcd b} the allotment of a permanent res emit not liable, t> be inter 
f reel with b} nati\e official* but pi iced under the absolute conliol of the 
I reach 3-et India Conipan} fins ie\enuc wab demed fi nn a tract of 
county called the hortiitm Gircnrs which along with Masubpitam and the 
adjomm 0 district preaiou 1} ceded nude the 1 re icli absolute masters of a line 
of coast c\tciidin 0 about COO miles nlon^ the Ba} of Ucn 0 il fiom the n£o“ » 
mouths of the kistm to the runple of Ju^unaut near lat 20 At a mode 
rate estimate the resume of the whole could nut be less than £o00 000 
sterling fins immense grmt Iia\m 0 been made with a special \iew to the 
maintenance of the Irencli troops wasstrictl} spcnl mg lcvocnbk the momuit 
the e troops should be withdrawn from Sd ibut Jun 0 s beniee but no such con 
tin^enc} was then contemplated and it appears to base been perfectly under 
stood that when the Irencli were establish! d m possession notlnn 0 but force 
would hulUce to depme them of it But bow could such force be successful!} 
tinpIo}e<H Ihe cliain of mountains bounding the Cncars on the west fonned 
nn almost impassable burner to any invasion fiom the Deccan while their long 
line of coast made it eas} if attaeked to einplo} all the lesouices of the otliei 
Irench settlements in their defence 11ns consideration bad not escaped the 
notice of the dewan who endeaaoured without success to tempt Bussy to 
exchange the Cncars for an inland terntor} of much greatei extent and value 
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The ambitious schemes -winch Dupleix h.ul long meditated, ami w Inch aimed 
at nothing less than the establishment of Fienc.li ascendency tlnonghcmt the 
Deccan, seemed now m a fan way of being accomplished J litlioi to, lion c \ u, the 
wai m the Carnatic had been a scuous obstacle It foimed a constant chain on 
the lesomces of the Fiench Company, and what was wome, did not compcmate 
fox the cost by any aclecpiate letmn Beyond the Colcioon the position (>f aflans 
was still moie unfavomable, and, aftei all the exei lions which had been made, 
the supenoi lty lemamed decidcclly with the Bntish Could it he possible to 
come to some anangement with these foimidable mals? If they could he 
induced to quit the field, a host of difficulties would at once disappeai The 
piacticability of some such anangement, and the adcantagcs that would natu- 
lally follow horn it, hacl been lepeatedly uigccl upon the attention of Dupleix 1>) 
his emploj’ers, and though he was little disposed to adopt a peaceful policy, lie 
deemed it expedient so iai to defei to then wishes .is to make foun d pioposals 
of negotiation to the Madias picsideney in (he beginning of IT'jI 

The English Company, whose finances had sufteied ‘-oxeielv dining the wm, 
weie still moie clesnous to tei inmate hostilities, and had iqu -itedly mged the 
piesiclency to embiace the first oppoitumty of seeming ‘■o desiiable a icsult 
Theie was thus little difficulty m making the piclimiuau anangemonts foi a 
confeience The place selected foi this pm pose was the Dutch settlement of 
Sadiass, situated on the load between Madias and Ponchchem Ileie the 
deputies appointed by the two companies met on the .‘3d of Jnnu.uy, and opened 
the business by mutually pioducmg then pioposed basis of negotiation It was 
at once peiceived that then views w r eie totally nieconcilable 'J’lie English Com- 
pany insisted that Mahomed All should be acknow lodged Nabob of the Carnatic, 
and the Fiench that Salabut Jung should be acknowledged Soubahdai of the 
Deccan, in otliei woids, each insisted that the otliei should } leld the v hole that 
had been at issue m the contest As matteis stood, Salabut Jung and Mahomed 
All weie meiely lepiesentatives of the two uval companies, and the iccognition 
of eitliei without any modification of then poweis, 01 any effectual check on the 
abuse of these, would have been to place the one company entnely at the otliei s 
meicy Tins was too obvious not to be seen, and yet the negotiation was 
allowed to pioceed, though tlieie was no common point fiom which it could 
stait In the couise of the discussions which followed, the Fiench pioduced 
seven patents, two fiom Muzzuftei Jung, foui fiom Salabut Jung, and one fiom 
the Gieat Mogul Those fiom Muzzuffei Jung and Salabut Jung, %rrtm aha, 
appointed Dupleix commandei fiom the Kistna to Cape Comoun, and gave him 
the whole temtones of Aicot and Tnclnnopoly aftei Chunda Sahib’s death 
Ihe patent fiom the Gieat Mogul was m the foim of a lottei confii mmg all the 
giants which Salabut Jung had made m favoui of Dupleix and his allies The 
English Company also piofessecl to be m possession of patents fiom ISfazn Jung, 
Ghazi-u-dm, and the Gieat Mogul, giving and eonfiiimng the nabobslnp of the 
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Carnatic to Mahomed All Though the patents thus founded upon were contra adi i 
dictoij and neutralized each other it is not impossible that the} maj all have 
been genuine for at this period of political confusion in India there was little 
difficult} in obtaining any 1 md of document that might be wished provided a 
sufficient sum of mone} was p ud for it Se\ eral suspu ious circumst tnces how mm t 
e\er made the genuineness of the patent from the Great Mogul which the ?»« 
French had produced more than questionable The seal was proved to he that 
of a former reign and when attention was called to the circumstance Dupleix 
instead of courting examination suddenly w ithdrew it and all Ins other docu 
ments on the ground that those which Mahomed Ah was dieted to have in. 

Ins possession at Tnchmopoty had been onty promised not product d As the 
production certainty ought to ha\e been mutual the objectu u was so far well 
founded the ahsurdiU shared alii ebv both parties was in hj pocnticalty endea 
vourmg to gi\e a semblance of legality and equity to vcquisitions which lnd 
or j e malty been made in defiance of both and were still onty maintained b) the 
sword After a large amount of quibbling and ter 0 iv ersation the whole nego 
tiation ended m smoke Much recrimination followed and the onty lesult was 
to leave both sides more » xasperated than evpr 

In canving on the war in India the English Compam were placed at a gi eat 15 4 hp 
disadvantage in being left to depend entirety on their own resources while the t n ** 
Trench Company were direetty countenanced and supported bj their govern 
ment The} had therefore good reason for the remonstrance which the} pre 
ented to the British mimstrj calling upon them to take the neeessar} steps 
either to terminate the war or to furnish the resources bv winch it was to be 
earned on The tormer alternitive was adopted and the position of matters 
m the East became the subject of an earnest correspondent e between the tw o 
governments Aftei \ arious conferenc es m London bt tween the Earl of Hoi 
clem ess pnncipxl secretar} of state and two deputies sent over from Pans the 
British mmistrv dissatisfied with the little progress made towards a settlement 
be 0 m to prepare for the worst b} equipping a squadion of men of war for the 
East Indus The trench mimstr} made aware b} this decisive step that pro 
crastmation would no longer a\ail began to ict in earnest and entered into in 
arrangement b} winch the disputes of the companies were to be settled on a 
footing of equality In older to carry out this arrangement it was necessar} 
that commissaries should be appointed to adjust the terms Had talent and 
expenence onty been required the choice of the French Compan} would n itur 
allv have fallen on Dupleix but the pohe} about to be adopted was so opposed 
to that which he had all along pursued, that some degree of suspicion justty 
attached to him and he was considered ineligible But if ineli 0 ible to be 
appointed a commissar} to adjust the terms of a settlement lie was obviousty 
unfit to be emplo} ed in giving effect to it and could no longer be permitted 
to hold the government of Pondicherry He was therefore superseded b} 
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M Godelieu, a dnectoi of tlie Fieneh Company, who anived on the 2d of August, 
1751, invested with absolute authonty ovei all the Fieneh settlements in the 
East Indies It is easy to conceive how bitteily Dupleix must have felt when 
thus compelled to lesign Even when deprived of the substance of power he 
clung to its shadow, and was permitted dui mg the two months which elapsed 
befoie he took his final departiue foi Europe, to giatify Ins vanity by weaung 
the diess and parading the stieets with all the insignia belonging to him m his 
lmagmaiy capacity of Nabob of the Carnatic The fact of Ins being giatified 
by such an exhibition pioves lnm to have been devoid of tiue dignity of 
chaiactei, and makes it impossible to take much intei est m his futme fortunes 
Yet Ins fate was haid He had not onfy spent Ins life, but embarked Ins whole 
fortune m the seivice of the Fieneh East India Company From them, theie- 
foie, he was entitled to generous treatment So fai fiom this, they would not 
even do lnm justice, and he was obliged to seek it by a law process, which was 
still pending when he died, rumed and bioken-heaited 

Immediately on Ins amval, M Godelieu enteied into communication with 
Mi Saundeis, governor of Madias, and gave pi oof of Ins good faith and anxiety 
for a settlement by leleasmg the company of Swiss soldiers who had been cap- 
tuied while pioceedmg m country boats for Fort St David A favourable 
answei was returned, but meanwhile both parties continued then wailike opera- 
tions The Fieneh received a lemfoi cement of 1200 men, of whom 600 weie 
liussais undei the command of Fitscliei, a paitisan of some reputation, a still 
laigei accession of foice was made to the British, by the ainval of the squadion 
above mentioned It was commanded by Admnal Watson, and consisted of 
three ships, of sixty, fifty, and twenty guns, togethei with a sloop of war and 
several Company’s ships, having on board the 49tli regiment of 700 men, undei 
command of Colonel Adleicion, foity royal artillerymen, and 200 Company le- 
ciuits The supenonty was decidedly with the British, and piobably had some 
effect m inducing M Godelieu to propose teims so reasonable that they weie at 
once acceded to, so fai as to justifj' a suspension of hostilities, on the 11th of 
October, 1754 Its duiation was fixed at three months, but befoie these 
expued, the teims of a tieaty, conditional on the appiobation of the two com- 
panies m Europe, weie adjusted, and became the basis of an eighteen months’ 
tiuce The leading principle of the tieaty was, that on the east coast of 
India the two companies should be placed on a footing of perfect equality With 
this view it was stipulated that they should foi evei i enounce all Moonsh 
government and dignity, nevei mterfeie m quanels among native pnnees, and 
restoie to them all places and possessions except those which the tieaty, when 
made definitive, should expiessly leseive, that m Tanjoie the Engbsli should 
letam Devicotta, and the Fieneh Camcal, with the distucts at piesent attached 
to each , that on the Coiomandel coast the English should letam Fort St 
Geoige and Fort St David with then piesent distucts, and the Fiencli Pondi- 
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cherry with either an additional district or a new settlement between Nizam a n 1 54 
P'ltain and tlie Gundhcama to compensate for the deficiency of the setthment 
of Carrical compared with those of Devicotta and I ort St Dav id that at Masu 
lipatam a district should be formed equal in extent to the island of Divy in 
the same Vicinity and then a partition should he made by mutual agreement 
giving the district to the one company and the island to the other that to the 
northward of Masulipatam and within the Northern Cirears each company 
should Ime four or five subordinate Acton cs merely ns places of trade without 
any distnet attached to them and so situated as not to interfere w ith each other 
lill the treaty was made defimtiv e by its ratification in Lurope existing pos- 
session should be retained by both companies m conformity with the principle 
of uti possidetis but dunng the tmcc no new acquisitions should be made and 
the allies should either be bound to act m accordance w ith it or be repelled bv 
the troops of both companies m the c\ ent of their making an attack upon either 

In this treaty the Trench Company apparently made the larger sacnfice \musmtie. 
llieir rev enues w ltlnn the tcmtonal limits over which the treaty extended had t« ty 
been augmented dunng the war to at least £700 000 per annum while those 
acquired by the I nglish Company fell short of £100 000 By con enting to an 
equality of possession they renounced an income nearly equal to the whole 
difference between these two sums. Such at least seems to be the plain mean 
ing of its leading stipulations and yet it must lmc been understood differently 
for Bussy s connection with Sakbut Jung underwent no change in consequence 
of it and as if in direct defiance of the aery first article lie continued to fight 
Ins battles as before. It may be alleged that it w as impo sible for him to do 
otherwise as this was the condition on which the Northern Cirears had been 
made o\ ei to him The moment the troops were w ltlulrawn the Cirears would 
lmc rev erted to the ruler of the Deccan and thus the principle of uti possidetis 
which according to another stipulation was to be maintained so lon 0 as the 
treaty remained only conditional would Ime been v lolated to the manifest 
damn 0 e of the Trench Company In point of fact then tlie suspension of lios 
tilities was only partial and while the English Company were specially excluded 
from attempting anything in the Carnatic there was nothin^ to f rev ent the 
Trench Company from endea\ounng through the intervention of Bussy to 
extend their influence and pave the Way for the establishment of a complete 
ascendency in the Deccan It soon appeared that this was not the only serious oth 
flaw in the treatv The allies had been made parties to it without being con 
suited and could not understand whv they should be obliged to follow m the 
wake of foreign mercenaries and mal e peace and w ar at their dictation Nun 
jer ij in particular continued to linger in Sermgham and openly declared that 
he would never quit it excepting for the purpose of mal mg himself master of 
Tnclnnopoly The nabob on his part was equally warlike and having little 
fear of the Mysorean now that the French were under an obligation not to 
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assist Inin, began to meditate an expedition against Madma and Tmnevelly 
Stiange to say, the Madias piesidency, as if they had alieady legal ded the tieaty 
as a dead lettei, weie no soonei applied to tlian they agiccd to furnish 500 
Euiopeans and 2000 sepoys foi tins expedition The Ficnch icmonstiated 
against this pioceedmg as a violation ot the tmee, but as the} weie tliernselves 
setting a snnilai example m the Deeean, little attention was paid to then 
lemonstiance 

The nabob and bis biotliei, Maphuze Khan, w bo u as non acting as Ins i epi e- 
sentative m the countnes south of the Colei oou, joined the expedition with 
1000 lioise, but the detachment was commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Ileion, 
an officei lately amved fiom England Majoi Lawience had pi ewoiuly left foi 
Madias with the lank of lieutenant-colonel m the king’s sen ice — an honoui 
which, so fai fiom lewaidmg him aecoidmg to his meiit, did not e\cn compen- 
sate foi the maikecl slight which he leceived when Colonel Adleicion, as Ins 
snpenoi officei, superseded him m the chief command of the Bntish forces m 
India The expedition set out m the beginning of Febiuai}, 1755, and, aftci 
some detention and loss among the Collencs, one of whose poljgais made a 
vigorous lesistance, gained xmdisputed possession of Maduia Tnmecell} made 
no iesistan.ee, and all the smiouudmg couutiy piofessed submission to the nabob 
It w r as soon found, bowevei, that tbe submission was onl} nominal The tu- 
bute pionnsed w'as not paid, and the whole amount of leienuc le.ili/ed fell fai 
short of the expenses of the expedition In consequence of this unexpected and 
most unsatisfactoi y lesult, a ngid mquny was instituted, and Colonel Iluntei, 
convicted of having mci eased his puvate foi tune by piesents obtained at the 
sacnfice of lus public duties, was dismissed the seivice 

Duimg these tiansactions the Mysoieans, who had continued to hngei at 
Seungham, m the hope that force oi mtngue might yet put them in possession 
of Tiiclnnopoly, suddenly maiched off to meet a double dangei w’hich was 
tlneatemng then own temtoiy Balajee Bao had appealed on the frontiers 
with his devastating Malnattas, and at the same time Salabut Jung was advan- 
cing at the head of an aimy to exact alleged aneais of tubute Bait of this 
army consisted of the Fiencli battalion headed by Bussy, who m consequence 
found lnmself m a veiy awkwaid position By the terms of Ins seivice he could 
not lefuse to follow Salabut Jung on any expedition wdncli it pleased him to 
undertake, and yet how could he, as the avowed seivant of the Fiencli Company, 
take part m an expedition against the Mysoreans, with whom they had long 
been and still weie m affiance? Fiom this dilemma Bussy leheved lnmself by 
dexteious diplomacy By acting as a meffiatoi between the paities he induced 
the Mysoieans to accept Salabut Jung as a piotectoi against the threatened 
Mahiatta invasion Balajee Bao, thus intimidated, w r as easily bribed to desist 
from his intended invasion, and Salabut Jung, aftei encampmg undei the walls 
of Senngapatam, consented to an arrangement which gave lnm a laige sum in 
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payment of past an ears and a promise of punctuality m tlie future payment of adiu 
tnbute 

The I ntisli squadion undei Admiral Batson laving no prospect of acti\e 4m 1 f 
employment on the Coromandel coast while the tieaty between the two com aLut 7 
panies subsisted returned m the beginning of Nov ember to Bombay Here a 
considerable number of troops had lecently armed ft om England foi the pui 
pose of acting 111 concert with Balajee Rao m an expedition which he had agreed 
to undertike against Aurungabad the capital of the Deccan. It was hoped 
that Sal abut Jun e thus attached would be frightened into a compromise and 
induced to break off Ins connection w ith Bussy as the only effectual means of 
securing las ow n saftty Tins expedition li id been pi inned in England before 

the conditional treaty with the Trench was known and the presidency of Bom 
b ly taking the change of circumstances into consideration resoh ed to ibandon 
it Clive who had irmed with the troops with the lank of colonel in the 
hm 0 s scr\ ice and the appointment of go\emor of Foit St Dai id w as of opinion 
that the expedition would not amount to a uolaticn of the treaty and urged 
that no tune should be lost in carry in 0 it into effect His opinion however 
was overruled tlie moie easily pciliaps that tlic original command of the ex 
pedition had been destined not to him though he w is unquestionably best 
entitled to it but to a Colonel Scott on whom minister] il influence more than 
merit had conferred it By Scott a death indied Clive had actu illy succeeded to 
the command hut the presidency were not to be moved from the view they had 
at first tiken and it was determined to employ the whole naval and military 
fora then it Bombay on another expedition as to the justice and expediency 
of which no doubt could be entertained in any quarter 

The west coast of India had long been infested by a body of pirates who ti a gr 
pitved lndiscriminatelv on the vessels of all nation^ native and foreign and r 
earned on their depredations so boldly systematically and successfully as to 
hue become m fact a formidable nav il powei Kanliojee Angna under whom 
they first acquired importance was at one time commander of the Maliratti 
fleet and 111 this capacity held the government of Sevemdroog a strong foit 
mtuated on a small rocky island close to the coast about seventy ei 0 lit miles 
south fiom Bombay In course of time finding himself strong enough lie 
aspned to independence and having gamed over a large portion of the fleet set 
his old masters at defiance Aw tr ensued but tlie results w ere so unfav ourable 
to the Malirattas who wtre not only worsted at sea but so vigorously encoun 
tered on shore that they at last in 1713 consented to a peace which m return 
for a promise of allegiance and tribute left Ivanliojee in po session of ten forts 
and sixteen places of less strength with their dependent v ill jges It is not to 
be supposed that when he lnd thus succeeded in reaping the fruits of lus depre 
dations he would forthwith desist from them On the contriry he was only 
emboldened to extend them and continued to levy what be called his cliout by 
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the indiscr imin ate plundei of all ships that came within his leach Along' the 
whole coast, fiom the vicimty of Bombay sonthwaicls to that of Goa, Ins vessels, 
piotected by foits, and shelteied within cieelcs and the months of the nnmeious 
small stx earns winch descend fiom the Western Ghauts, lay leady to pounce on 
any hapless vessel that might chance to heave m sight In canning on then 
depiedations the pnates denved gieat facilities fiom the natuie of the naviga- 
tion The sea and land biee/es blow altera ately m the twenty -foui liouis, 
dividing the day between them The land bieeras, hovevei, do not icach moie 
than foity miles out to sea, and hence vessels, m oidei to piofit by them, must 
keep within that distance fiom the coast They weie thus obliged to inn into 
the veiy dangei which they weie anxious to avoid, and fell a fiequent and easy 

pi ey to Kanhojee’s fleet of (j) abs 
and g allnats These two classes 
of vessels, which, foi mei can tile 
puTposes, aie still in common 
use on the Mai aba 1 coast, weie 
admnably adapted foi piedatoiy 
warfai e The gi abs, vai yngm 
biu den fiom 300 to 1 50 tons, and 
made bioad in pioportion to 
then length, foi the pui pose ot 
di awing little watei, earned a 
numbei of guns, two of them 
from nine to twelve poundeis, placed on the mam deck so as to file tlnough poi t- 
lioles ovei the piow, and the lest, usually six to nine poundeis, fitted to give a 
bioadside The gallivats, which nevei exceeded seventy tons biuden, confirmed 
the double advantage of sailing and low boats Besides a vei y lnige tnangulai 
sail, they weie provided with foity to fifty stout oais, which enabled them to 
act as tugs to the giabs, and pull them even m a calm at the late of foui miles 
an houi Thus attacked, it was scarcely possible foi a mei chant vessel to escape 
Hei enemies keeping at first at a safe distance, plied hei with shot till they had 
dismasted hei oi tlioiouglily damaged liei nggmg, and then, as she lay helpless 
m the water, eithei compelled hei to stuke, oi boaided hei by sending foiwoid 
a number of gallivats, each with fi om 200 to 300 men 

The East India Company tued both foice and negotiation with Kanhojee 
After an ineffectual attempt to coeice him m 1717, Mi Chailes Boone, then 
goveraoi of Bombay, tued the effect of a wntten lemonstiance, and in Novem- 
ber, 1720, leceived a long and ramblnig, but veiy characteristic answei, in which 



1 This IB a ship with three masts, a pointed prow, at a very early period The pointed prow winch 

and a bowsprit Its crew consists of a mcodai or distinguishes the giab belongs to the Hindoo con- 

captain, and a few clashies or Moorish sailors The struction, and is not met with in any other country 

grabs are built at Bombay, -where it appears that The Portuguese hare imitated it m tlieir Indian 

navigation was brought to some degree of perfection ships — Solvyn, Lcs Jhndons 
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Ivanhojee instead of seeking to disguise or palliate the principles on which he \ d 1 5 
acted says As touclung the desire of possessing what is another s I do not 
find the merchants exempt from this sort of ambition for this is the way of the 
world for God gi\es nothing immediately from himself but takes from one to 
give to another Whether this is right or no who is able to determine ? It little 
behov es the merchants I am sure to say our go\ ernment is supported by vio- 
lence insults and piracies forasmuch as Maharaja (which is feevajee) makm 0 
war against four kings founded and established his kingdom Tlus was our 
introduction and beginning and whether or no by these ways this go\ eminent 
hath proved durable your excellency well 1 now* so likewise did your prede 
cessors. 1 In 1722 the British and Portuguese the latter furnishing the land D ff 1 
forces, and the former three ships of the line under Commodore M vttliews made g 11 t 
an attack on the strong fort of Kolabah at that time the chief seat of Ivanhojee s 
power but lus usual good fortune or the cowardice of the Portuguese saved 
him m 1724 the Dutch with seven ships two bomb vessels and a body of 
troops made an equally unsuccessful attempt on Viziadroog or Ghenah These 
ignominious fnlures strengthening a prevalent belief that the forts attacked 
were really impregnable the reduction of them was abandoned os hopeless and 
as the onlv other alternative the Company were reduced to the necessity of 
giving convoy to their merchant ships by means of a naval force which was 
maintained at an annual expense of £50 000 The expense of this expedient 
was not the worst part of it Humiliating as it w os it prov ed unav ailing and 
Konhojee only emboldened by the ineffectual resistance opposed to Ins ravages 
continued them with more danng and on a more extended scale At Ins death 
m the end of 1728 he was possessed of immense wealth 1 powerful fleet and a 
territory sti etching 100 miles along the coa t and backward to the mountains 
Ivanhojee Angna left tw o legitimate and three illegitimate sons The former s 
w ere recognized as lus successors and fixed their residence the one at Kolabah d 
and the other at Seyemdroog Ultimately alter -various changes pioduced j “ m °‘ l 
partly by domestic dissensions and partly by foreign influence the succession 
passed to one of the illegitimate sons called Toolajee who made Glienali his 
capital It was against lnm that the squadron under Admiral Watson and the 
troops under Colonel Clive were now about to be employ ed His depredations 
committed on all ships not hearing his passport had been severely felt as well 
by the Mahiattas as by the Bombay presidency and both as early as 17ol had 
come to a mutual determination to put lnm down as a common ( nemy Actual 
steps however were not taken till 1755 I he very year before the pirates had 
given new proof of their formidable power by attacking at once thiee Dutch 
ships of fifty thirty six, and eighteen guns burning the two first and capturing 
the last and it was resolved at the earnest entreaty of Balijee Bajee Rao the 
Peisliw a to attack Toolajee Angna both by land and sea At tins time neithei 
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ad i“j 5 Admual Watson’s squadion noi the tioops fiom England had armed The 
land foices wei e accoidmgly furnished cntnelj by the Main atlas v.ho of course 
xetamed the command of them, but the ships, consisting of the Companj s 
manne foice, the Protector, of foity-iom guns, uith a ketch of sixteen guns, and 
two bomb-vessels, and a Main n tin fleet of scacii giab-> and sixty gallnats a\oio 
placed undo the sole command of the Coinpnm \ chief n.n al ofhcoi, Commodoie 
James This gieat aimamcnt must have made it almost impossible to doubt 
of its sufficiency, and ) et such was the cxaggeiatid idea onto lamed of the 
stiengtli of Angua’s toits, that the piesidency msti noted the commodoie to con- 
tent himself until blockade, instead of lisking the safe!} of hisACssdsb} attack- 
ing them If sneli weie the ioaiN of the piesnlcnc}, \\c can haull} blame tin* 
Malnattas foi being still 11101 c timoious On ancboimg fifteen miles noitb of 
Seveindioog, and disembaiking the tioops, in numbei 10,000, to pioceed the icst 
of the way by land, Commodoie James learned that the eneim s fleet was 1} mg 
secuiely at anchoi am thin the haihoni of Seveindioog, and might, by stealing 
upon it dining the night, be so eflectually blockaded, as to make Oscnpc impos- 
sible He made Ins an angements accoidmgly, but the Malnatta admual, aftei 
piomismg hbeially to seconel lnm, soon found that he had pionused moie than 
he Avas able to peifoim Ills office! s lefused to stu bcfoic morning, and thus, 
as much peihaps fiom tieacheiyas fiom tovaulice, appealed in sight onlj’ in 
time to ahum the enemy, and enable them to put to sea with all then ships 
Commodore James, aftei a chase, continued till the appionch of night made 
it fruitless, letuineel to SeA r eindioog Beside the fmt of this name on the island, 
theie Aveie tlnee othei foits on the mainland, Awthin point blank distance of it 
These, though ongmally built foi the purpose of keeping it in check, had aftei - 
waids fallen into Angua’s hands, and now foi met! pait of its defences On 
letuimng dispmted fiom the chase, the commodoie found the Malnatta nimy 
engaged m laying siege to the land foits 4Such at least Avas the name an Inch 
they gaA r e to then opeiations , but theie could not be a moie Judicious misnomei , 
foi they Aveie flung only fiom a single gun, a foni-poundci, at the distance of tAvo 
miles To keep up a blockade for the pui pose of assisting such besiegers avouIc! 
have been Avoise than futile, and it avus theiefoie eAident that, if the instructions 
Avlnch the excessive caution of the Bombay piesidency had dictated AA'eie htcially 
obseived, this expedition against the Angua pnates Avould nccessndj pi oa e, 
like the otlieis which had pieceded it, a complete failuie Rathei than expose 
himself and his employeis to such disgiace, Commodoie James dctei mined to 
act on Ins own lesponsibility, and tiy the effect of a bombaidment The icsnlt 
soon justified Ins decision In the couise of a single day SeA r ei ndi oog, whicli 
imaginary feais had magnified into an impregnable foi ti ess, liung out a flag of 
trace, and the land foits almost immediately followed the example Aftei this 
bnlliant exploit the fleet and aimy proceeded noitli six miles, and attacked the 
fortified island of Bancoote, Avlncli yielded almost without a sIioav of lesistance 
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flit Main itta commander was so elated by a success which fir exceeded Ins un 5 
utmost hopes tint he cndeivourcd to tempt the commodore by an offer of 
200 000 rujx.es to continue his career of \ ictorj and complete it by the captuie 
of Dabul another of Vn 0 nns strongholds situated on the coast about ei lit 
miles firther south lhc commodore s own wish would have been to comply 
with this proposal but liauif alreadv exceeded his instructions lie did notaen 
ture to net without express sanction In the hop< of obtaining it he hastened 
off in the Protectoi to Bombay Here liowe\er notwithstanding his uncx 
pected nehie\ements the presidency were still haunted by doubts nnd feai-s and 
lie was reluctantly compelled to desist from further operations. 

Such was the state of mutters when the Boinbaa presidency by the arm nl tooijm 
of Admiral Matson and Colonel Clive found themselves in possession of a tro gh 11 
jKmerful force for which from tlieir determination not to cmplov the troops in 
the Deo. in as orfiiwllv intended they had no immediate occasion In these 
circumstances, the work which Commodore James had so abl\ begun naturally 
hiig 0 ested itself and ltw is determined to strike at the root of Toolajee Angnas 
power by attacking \ imdroog or Ghennh This place situated about 170 
miles south of Bomb in w as % ery imperfectly known by Europeans and f i 0 urecl 
m their 1111 filiations es a fortress built like Gibraltar on an inaccessible rock 
nnd at least tquil to jt in stren e th So pre\ dent was the idea that it was 
decimal prudent befori actually undertaking the expedition to reconnoitre 
Mith this ucw Commodore J lines proceeded with the Protector and two othei 
ships and undeterred by the fleet winch lay crowding the harbour ad\ inced 
sufliciently tie ir to the fort to obtain a full burv ty of it His report was that 
Ohernli though undoubtedH strong was aery fu from being impregnable Its 
bite was 1 roeka promontory connected with the munlnnd by a narrow belt 
of and nnd stietchiif south west about a mile in length by a quarter of a mile 
m breadth lhc laee of the promontory all round where washed by the sea 
formed n continuous precipice about fifty feet high Vboac tins lose the fortifi 
cations eonsistino of a double wall flanked with tow tvs. 1 lie sandy isthmus 
contained the docks aalieie the grabs awne built nnd repaued ind immediately 
beyond on the 1101 tli a\as the harbour partly formed by the mouth of a stream 
avliieh dtscendid from the Ghauts 

Commodore James retunicd from his sura cy m the end of December 17 *m re rw‘ 
but nearly six a\ eel savcie afterwards spent 111 miking preliminary airangements by»n t a 
Some of these related to the terms on which the Company and the Mahrittas j, i^tu " 1 
ovue to co opeiate and it was expressly btipulxted that while the former avere Uic 
to obtain Buicoote and five adjomin 0 villages m perpetuity Ghenali if tal en 
should 1 eloif to the Httei Another irrxn 0 ement i elated to the distribution ot 
the spoil which w vs expected to fill to the ictual captors M ith tins the two 
governments could not well interfere but it is difficult to understand how in 
makin 0 this nrnn D cment the undoubted title of the Uahrattas to a fur propor 

lot l 65 



HISTORY or INDIA 


[Book III 


A D 1750 


Dnputo re 
gardin 0 tlio 
cliatribut on 
of pn?o 
mouoj 


expedition 

against 

Clioriali 


514 

tvon was altogether overlooked Without pacing tho least icgaid to it, a com- 
mittee ol ten ofiiceis, lepiesentmg the Butish naval and military ioices about to 
be employed, met at Bombay, and made a distubution among themselves of the 
whole anticipated pu/e-money In thus excluding then allies the Butish weie 
guilty ol «m act of piemeditated injustice Bo meiecnaiy, indeed, was the spmt 
winch they manifested, that the two sci vices \\eic on the point ol quai jelling as 
to the punciple of division adopted Clue's lank as colonel entitled him only 
to the same shaie of pu/c-monoy as a naval captain, hut it was contended on 
the pait oi the army, that Ins position as then comnmndei -m-chief entitled lnm at 
least to bliaie equally with Reai-admual Pocoeke, who was only second m com- 
mand m the navy As licithei sen ice would gue way, the quaticl would have 
pioved seuous had not Admnal Watson succeeded in toi minuting it by volun- 
teeung to make up the diffeionce claimed out ol his own pocket Theie was, 
doubtless, geneiosity in the saculiee thus olfeied by Admnal Watson, and geno- 
losity also m the conduct of Clue, who, when the actual deficiency, amounting 
to JL1000, was afterwMids tendeied to him, lelused to accept it , hut it w ould hav e 
been moie ci editable to themselves individually, and to the services ovci which 
they piesided, had they in the fn-»t instance iecogm/cd the just chums oi then 
allies, and affcenvaids, instead of countenancing, stcmly r rebuked the higgling 
and lapacious spmt manifested by then suboidmates On a livnw of the 
whole tiausaction, it is chflicult to ngiee woth Su John Malcolm, who thinks it 
“pleasing on this occasion to leeoid the conduct of both the n uul and the mili- 
tary commandeis,” though at the s.une tune 1m cannot lefiam fiom censuiing 
“that spmt of plmulei, and that p.LSSion foi the lapul accumulation of wealth 
which actuated all lauks ” 1 

The expedition, consisting of foui ships ol the lme, and othei vessels, 
amounting in all to fouiteen, having on boaid a battalion of 800 Europeans and 
1000 sepoys, sailed m the beginning of Eebruaiy’, 1750 The Mahiatla anny, 
undei Ramajee Punt, had pieviousty advanced fiom Cboul, a town and seapoit 
twenty-tin ee miles south of Bombay On the appearance of the fleet, Toolajeo 
Angria, m alaim, left the defence of the foit to his hi other, and lepaned to the 
Mahiatta camp, where he endeavoured to aveit his fate, by pioposing teims of 
accommodation Had lie succeeded, the Malnattas, on gaming possession, w ould 
doubtless have amply compensated themselves foi the meditated injustice of 
excluding them from a share of the plundei The Butish, convinced that this 
was then intention, and perhaps conscious that then own conduct aflouled too 
good a justification of it, saw that no time was to he lost The moinmg aftei 
then arnval, Admnal Watson having summoned the foit without leceivmg any 
answei, gave oicleis to piepaie foi action The fleet, di awn up m two paiallel 
divisions on the noitli side of the piomontory, opened on the foi t at the distance of 
only fifty yaids, with 150 pieces of cannon and the moitais of five bomb- ketches. 


1 The Life of Robot, I oul Cine, \ol i p 131 
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\\ ithin ten minutes one of the grabs which crowded the harbour was set on fire ad n « 
b\ n shell nnd the whole of the piratical fleet which for fifty years had been 
the terror of the Malabir coast was in flames. Before night set in the enemy gchnh 
fire was silenced but no surrender was offered There was little doubt that the d 
fort w ould be obliged to succumb nnd the great question now was how to secure 
the spoil According to the report of a deserter the llnhrnttns were to be put in 
possession of the place on the following day W hat would then become of the 
prize money about the distribution of which the two serv ices had been prema 
turely quarrelling at Bombay ? Once accessible to such dexterous pillagers every 
vestige of it w ould speedily disappear Tins was to be prevented at all hazards 
and therefore as if the capture of the fort had been only a secondary object or 
as if the Mahrattas to whom the delivery of it in the event of its capture wu 
guaranteed by treaty bad no right to take possession Clive landed Iih tioops 
and took up a position commanding the onl\ approach to the fort by land Hie 
Mnlirattft commander finding himself outw itted by this manoeuvre madt becret 
overtures to Captain Buchanan the officer on picket and offered Inin a bill on 
BomUay for 80 000 rupees (£8000) if be would permit bun and a few of his 
people to pass Hie bribe which would have rendered the receiver infamous 
was indignantly rejected but as Duff remarks * it is a circumstance worthy 
of notice as elucidating the character of the times that the Bombay government 
thought common honesty so rare as to present Captain Buchanan with a gold 
medal in consideration of Ins extraordinary good behaviour 

The Mnbrattas having been excluded access to the foit the bombardment 
was renewed and at length on the afternoon of the second day on an mtima 
tion by the garrison to the advanced guard of the troops on shore that they 
were ready to surrender Clive marched up and took possession. The captors 
had reason to congratulate themselves on their good fortune 1 hough the can 
nonade had destroyed the artificial works the rock still formed a natural bul 
walk against winch if it bad been vnlinntlv defended nothing could have 
availed hut regular approaches on the land side "Within the fort weie found 200 
pieces of cannon bix brass mortars a great quantity of nav nl and military stores 
of all kinds and v alue in money and other effects to the nmount of £1 20 000 
Tins sum was divided as onginallv arranged at Bombay The Mahrattas got 
nothing and when thev complained weic told that whatever cl urn they mi^ht 
have had was forfeited by the treacherous attempt to bnbe a British officer and 
obtain possession for themselv cs It may be so but m considering the justice 
of the case it is necessary to remember that those who now accused them of 
want of good futh had been the first to set them an example It has been 
already mentioned that jn terms of a treaty made between the Company and 
the Mahrattas the former obtained possession of Bancoote with some depen 
dencies and the latter were in the event of its capture to obtain possession of 
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Gheiiali Stiange to say the Company now showed gieat uductunee to fulfil 
then paitof the agieement Ghenah, it was thought, would he a most \aluahh 
acquisition to the Bombay piesidency , and theiehne, when delivuv was asked 
by the Malnattas, Mi Bouicluei, the govunoi, ende.rumted to ewide the obli- 
gation on pleas so Itivolous as to be disgiateful At fust a fompromise was 
attempted, and Bancoote w r as ofleied to the Mahrattas in exchange foi Ghenah 
When this was indignantly lefused, a list of gne\anees was concocted and the 
Malnattas were told that they had killed in pcifoimmg then pail of the heat) 
they had not piopeily fixed the limits of the Bancoote cession — the) had not 
delivered up the person of Toolajee Angna and the Pash w a had contracted 
for a supply of goods fiom the Butch The hist gi its mice, though csulenth 
regarded as the w r oist of all, had nothing to do with the point in question and 
the other tw r o weie fnvolous pi e texts winch seal eel) desened examination 
Mi Bouicluei himself ultimately seemed ashamed of them and the* Malnattas 
w'eie put m possession of Ghenah Pending the dispute the Pntish squadton 
and tioops lemamed to influence the issue, and did not letuni to Bomba) till 
the beginning of Apnl Shortly aftei, the) sailed foi Madias winch v as 
leached on the 12th of May Clue's ultimate destination was Foit St Ba\id 
wdieie, by a singular coincidence, he enteicd on the duties of Ins ofliee on the 
20th of June, 1756, the veiy day on which C ilcutta fell into the hands of Sm.ijnh 
Dowdah, Nabob of Bengal This event, with the causes which led to it, and the 
momentous consequences by which it was followed, must now be tiaced 


CHAPTER YIIT. 


Stite of Bengnl — Administration of Jiffier Klim, felmjah u dm Klinn, Scrfemz Klim, md 

Ah Verdy Khin 

ENGAL, united ns it usually w r as with Behai and Onssa fonncd 
so important a branch of the Mogul empnc, that the government 
of it became an object of ambition to the leading members of the 
imperial family, and the aspnants to the tin one of Delhi were 
more than once indebted for then success to the sinews of vni 
furnished by its revenues In the war of succession w Inch was waged on the 
death of Aurungzebe, Bahadur Shah, who, as the eldest son, undoubtedly 
possessed the best title, would m alLproliability have found it unavailing, had 
he not been Opportunely furnished with the means of carrying on the contest by 
the arrival of Ins son, Azim-u-Shan, with the treasures w Inch he had amassed 
as Yiceroy of Bengal. At a later period, when, on the death of Bahadur Shah, 
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Azim u Shan mule an ineffectual attempt to seize the throne to the prejudice ad i c 
of Ins elder brother who succeeded and reigned for a short penod under the title 
of Jehandar Shah Farokshir Azim u Shan s son found in asylum in Bengal sut t 
where lie had for a time nomnnlly at least held the office of viceroj and where ltans * 
lie remained secure till he was able to issue at the head of a force which proa ed 
victorious and placed him on tin impend throne These however were the 
last instances in which Delhi maj be said to hav e received its emperors from 
Bengal Vast political changes were in progress and the time was e\ identlj 
approaching wlitn the wtbonty of the Great Mogul though it might still con 
tinue to be formally recognized even in distant provinces would cease to have 
any real existence The causes tendin^ to this result m Beng il were not so 
\ lsiblj manifested os in the Deccan but they had long been at worl and I ad 
made its governor virtually independent 

As carl} as the time of Aurungztbe a gov emor of Bengal who afterwards Ja® Kh* 
acquired celebrity under the name of Jaffier Ivhan had begun to cherish ambi 
tious designs He was the on of a poor Brahmin and spent the early part of 
his life at Ispahan in the service of a Persian merchant who had purchased him 
as a slave and educated him as a Mahometan with his oun children On the 
death of the merchant he obtained his freedom and returned to India where lie 
was emploj ed in a subordinate situation by the Dew an of Berar His expertness 
in accounts and general business liabits brought him unde r the notice of Aurung 
7ebe who made him dewan successive!} of Hyderabad and Bengal The latter 
position ^ave him full scope for the displa\ of his talents and by the intro 
duction of various improvements he added greatly to the amount of the revenue 
He thus rose high m the favour of Aurung/ebe but at the same time incurred « 
the hatred of the vicero} Azim u Shan who was so offended by his interference 
in all pecuniar} transactions that he sanctioned a plot a & amst his life. As 
much b> bis courage as his good fortune lie escaped the daggers of the assassins 
and afterwards proceeding boldly to Azim u Shan s palace upbraided him as 
the author of the crime The viceroy cowered before lura and made solemn 
protestation of lus innocence but the dew in was not to be duped and took tho 
most effectu il measures both to manifest his suspicions and guard against a 
repetition of the attempt. Besides transmitting an authenticated statement of 
the whole circumstances to Aurungzebe he quitted Dacca where the \icero} 
resided and removed with all the officers of the dewan} to Moonhedibad which 
in consequence ultimately supplanted Dacca a the capital of Bengal In return 
fir the dangers he had run new honours were conferred upon him and at the 
time of Aurungzebe s death he was not onl} dewan of the three provinces of 
Bengal Behar and Orissa but also invested with a large share of jmhtai} 
authority 

Fortunately for Jaffier Ivhan the contest for the succes ion to the throne 
called aw a} Azim u Sinn from Bengal «*nd thus delivered him from the eneny 
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fiom whom lie had most to feat F.uokslui, indeed, was left to act as Ins fathers 
deputy, hut Ins authouty, nevei confhmcd at Delhi, w as easily set at nought, 
and Jaffiei Khan, heating, among othei loft} titles which Aumng/ehe had con- 
ferred upon lnm, that of ncncab, oi riahoh, continued to i \tuid and consolidate 
Ins power All impoitant and confidential situations weie filled b} his own 
relations and dependants, and though he had main enemies at eomt, he nas 
ahle to rendei all their machinations poweilcss, h} the icgulniih ilh Inch 
he transmitted the levenue, met eased hy his exeitions fiom Cl, 000, 000 to 
£1,500,000 steilmg To a couit so need} as that of Delhi, thcie roulfl not he a 
gieatei i ecommendation of thement of a pio\incial gcneinoi than the punctual 
arrival of long tiams of hullock-caits laden with boxes of tieasme Still more 
to conciliate favour, the stiong military escort which accompanied each tinin 
brought "until them, as piesents to the empcroi and Ins ministers, numbers of 
elephants, hoises, antelopes, hawks, shields made of ihinoccios hides suoid- 

1 Aides, Silhet mats 
Dacc<i muslins, C'ossnn- 
bazar ‘-dies, and x.mous 
ni tides nn])Oited In 
Euiopcnns 1 'J lie nabob, 
well aw me bow much 
bis fa\ oui at couit de- 
pended on these* tnns- 
missions, wnsemeful to 
make them as widclv 
known as possible, and 
gate them all the ap- 
pearance of great public events lie himself, accordingly, attended bj bis 
principal officers, accompanied the convoy some miles fiom Mooishedabnd , and 
besides intimating its appioacli hy regular despatches to the M/iei, caused it to 
be lecoided and published m the loyal gazettes By tins publication he not 
only relieved himself fiom responsibility in the event of the convoy not leach- 
ing its destination, hut gave the necessai y information to the governors on the 
line of route, and left them without excuse if they failed to pi ovule foi its safe 
transport through their temtones 

Jaffiei Khan, presuming on the impoitanee of the sei vice which he thus ren- 
dered, and being by natuie stiongly inclined to ai biti aiy mensui cs, often sti etched 
his authority to the utmost, and w 7 as guilty of many acts of oppiession towaids 
both natives and foieigners The desire to mciease the levenue furnished lnm 

1 Stewart’s Ih’itoTy of Bengal, p 380 of the towns of Himloostrm The Hindoo en ters ire 

: The hackery is a cart consisting merely of an iron i\ ithout mercy for the o\en j oked in the hackones , 
axle, traversed by two large bamboos, and is used for they sit on the po’e, and twist the tills of the poor 
com eying merchandise, the whole is made of uood oxen in the most cruel mannor, goading them at the 
without any piece of iron They are common in many same time with sticks pointed mth iron — Sohyn 
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with a pretext for numerous exactions He was too char sighted not to per ad i . 
cene how much foreign commerce contributed to the general prosperity of the 
country md he was therefore disposed to deal hberally with Mogul and 
Arabi in merchants strictly piohibiting the custom house officers from demand 
ing more than tbe prescribed duties of 2± per cent and the regulated fees The 
Europeans on the contrary he legarded with the utmost jealous) and would 
fain have expelled them from the country altogether He hated them with all 
the rancour of Mahometan bigotry he believed them to be politically dangerous 
and lie could not understand whj the English in particular should be exempted 
from duties which all others weie obliged to pav Under the influence of such 
feelings lie soon made them aware that they must either forego tins privilege 
or compensate for it by presents renewed os often -> lie chose to intimate that 
he expected them The system thus pursued pro\ ed so capricious and oppres D 1 ul 
sive that the Erst India Company resolved to bnn 0 their case under the notice puny to 
of the emperoi by sendm 0 a deputation or embrssy to Delhi The result of tins ^ 
embass) which took place dunng the reign of FaroLshir has been alread) men 
tioned lint monarch — influenced partly b) the magnificence of the piesents 
which the ambassadors brought with them partlv bv tlie grudge which he bore 
the nabob for hiving not only treated him supercihouslv when he was nominal 
"Viceroy of Bengal but also openly set him at defiance when he would have 
supplanted lnm in lus government and above all bv gratitude to the suigeon 
of the embass) for effecting a cure on bis person after all the nrtive ph)sicnns 
had failed — granted the demands of the Compan) to their utmost extent In 
point of fact however their success was onlv partial The nabob without ven 
tunn 0 to question the authority which conferred the privileges put lus own 
interpretation upon them and was thereby able to rendei some of them inopera 
five Still a v try decided adv antage had been e ained and Portugue e Arme 
man Mogul and Hindoo merchants faxing tlieir lesidence in Calcutta in order 
to enjoy the protection of the English flag added rapidly both to its population 
and its weal tit 

During the troubles which preceded and lmmediatel) followed the deposition 1 f ,n ^ u j CM b 
and de afcli of Farokslnr he quietl) looked on as if he had been an unconcerned ki» ^ 
spectator but as soon as Mahomed Shah seemed firml) seated on the throne he 
itsumed has intercourse with Delhi and b) sending Ins usual escort of revenue 
ind presents found no difficulty in obtaining a confirmation of Ins gov emment 
This liowevei was now of compaiatively little consequence to him personall) as 
he was far advanced in jears An object nearer lm heait was the continuance 
of the government in Ins f unify He had no son and w^hed to gne the sac 

cession to Serfeiaz or Suffiaze khan his grandson bv an only daughter Her 
liu band Shujah u din khan was still alive and thought himself better entitled 
to the O ov erament than Ins own son who indeed had no claim to it except what 
was derived fiorn the fondness of a doting grandfather He therefore intrigued 
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ad 1725 at Delhi, and successfully tliwaited the designs of Jnfhci Khan, who, unable to 
obtain the government ioi his favounte, did all he could to compensate him by 
deliveimg to him on Ins death-bed the Ice) ol all his ticasmos and 'valuables, 
and appointing him by will both his public and Ins pnvate succcssoi 
simjnhKinn Immediately on the death ol Jafhei Khan, m 1725, >Slni|uh Khan and his 
jKbobof son, wlio appeal pieMOiisly to have kept each othci in the daik as to then ical 
Uon ° l1 intentions, came to an undei standing The loimei accoidmgl) look (puet pos- 
session ot the goveinmcnt, and the lattei consented to vail till the succession, 
now assumed to be lieieditai), should open to him b) com -a; ot natme At 
the time when Slmjali Khan thus seated himself on the inusmid of Bengal, 
he was and had long been deputy-goe emoi of Onsmi Shoitl) after he had 
fixed Ins lesidence at Cuttack, the capital of this go\ eminent, a person named 
Muza Mahomed, iclated to him 1>) niamage, aimed with Ins two sons, and 
weie all admitted into his seiviee The two sons the eldei named Hap 
Ahmed — the youngei Mn 7 v Mahomed All, hut liettei known In the name oi 
Ah Veidy Khan weie men oi talent and education, and made theiiiMlws m> 
useful to Sliujah Khan, tlut they obtained a complete nseendenev cnci him As 
a mattei of course they accompanied him to Bengal, and became influential 
membeis of Ins government Seifeiaz Khan, m implement of the sigiooment 
made with Ins fathei, became Dewsui ot Bengal, but all the u il powei cent i c «1 
m a council consisting of the above two bi others, and two Hindoos — the one, Bo) 
Alum Chund, who, undei the name of comptiollei of the household, peifonm.il 
all the duties pei taming to the office oi dew an, while Beifera/ Kh.m only 
nominally held it and the othei the impel lal bnnkei, Juggut Seat 
Hia wise For a time the mildness and equity of Slnijnh Khan’s go\ ci mnent conti asted 

goremment £ avoulcl p]^, with the severity and injustice winch had too often characten/cd 
the measuies of Jafliei Khan All Ins council weie men of talents, and without 
liavmg iecom.se to the oppiessive exactions ot las piedccessoi, tlie ie\ emies w ere 
so well managed, that he was able even to niciease the customaiy mm sent to 
Delhi He thus stood high m favoui at that eomt, and not only obtained, w ith 
many honouiable titles, a confirmation of the government of Bengal and Oijsmi, 
but a l e-annexation of the pi ovmce of Behai, wdneh had been dissew eied fiom it 
This apparent increase ot powei ultimately pi o\ ed tlio mm of Ins famil) 
The government of Behai fell vacant, and the nabob committed the fatal mis- 
take of confenmg it on Ah Veidy Khan This cialt) and talented favounte 
toJTS 6 ' ,loceeded foithwitli to Patna, the capital, and at the veiy outset assumed 
au Verdy almost legal state, being accompamed by an escoit of 5000 tioops The tiouhletl 
state of the countiy was the pretext, but theie cannot be a doubt that at this 
eaily penod he was meditating the designs which ho afterwaid earned into 
execution Shoitly after his anival at Patna, he took a body of Afghans into 
his service These, far supenoi m native courage and discipline to the oidinai } 
Indian troops, put him m possession of a powei which could haidly fail to give 
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lmn the \ ictorj when the struggle which he contemplated should come to be ad 1 39 
decided Meanwhile Shnjah Khan ceased to fulfil the early promise of his ~ 
government, nnd cxchan 0 ed its cares for indolence and luxury He was thus 
governor onlj m name and left all important affurs to he managed chief!) b) 
the mlluence of Hnji Ahmed The two brothers were thti3 enabled to play 
it to each others hands, and make all neccssan arrangements for an emeigenc) 
which was expected soon to arise The} saw that Slmjah Khans life was fast 
draw iu 0 to a close and tlic) deemed it unnecessary to disturb lmn in Ins pos 
session, Towards his son however their feelings were very different md the} 
had alread) set on foot a course of mtnguc bv winch the) hoped to gain over 
the court of Delhi to their interest nnd set the claims of Sprferi7 aside Before 
their schemes were matured Dellit itself w is m the hands of the Persian ton 
rjueror J*ndir Sbnb nnd Slmjah Khan died All Verdy Khan had prcviousl) D<*th r 
secured lus nomination to the government of Bcliar free from an) dependence ku U 
on I cngal l/tlt the higher objects to w Inch his ambition pointed had not been 
Nxmrcd nnd Scrftra7 Khan took undisputed possession of the government in 
accordance with hts fathers will which while it appointed him heir bound 
him to act in all affairs of moment b) the advice of Haji Ahmed Rot Alum 
Clirnid and Juggut Seat Scrftraz though he promised compliance with tins 
condition could not have been sincere foi he had nlread) become iw are that 
Hnji Ahmed was leagued with his brothei Ah Verdy in plotting his over 
throw bo far therefore w is lie from intending to take him into Ins council 
that lie was bent on destroving him nnd onl> waited for an opportumt) It 
was necessarv however to proceed with caution i lie person of Ha]i might 
<asil> have been seized as be resided in Moorslitd ibad but All Verily being 
at I ntna could not be reached and would certain!) break out m open levolt 
tlu moment mi) hostile proceedings were adopted against bis brother Had ^ 
Serferaz Khan possessed common prudence nnd discretion hi won! I have Kh. 
secured himself agunst the designs of the brothers b) courting the esteem md 
attachment of the other two members of Ins council Insteid of this course 
vi Inch good ft-elm*, ns well as sound pohe) dictated he insulted both and con 
verted them into implacable enemies When Alum Chund after obt lining a 
private interview ventured to use the freedom of an ancient counselloi and to 
remonstrate with Ins new master on the notouous licentiousness of Ins pnvate 
Jifc nnd his total neglect of all serious public business Ins counsel was scorned 
nnd he only called forth a volley of ignominious abuse and invective ihe 
treatment of Juggut Seat was still moie outrageous. The fime of a lady of 
exquisite beauty whom the bankers son had mimed excited tbe nabobs 
curiositv and he insisted on seeing liu According to oriental ideas theie 
could not he a gros er insult but Serferaz Klian accustomed to listen only to Ins 
passions which had been indulgi d to such an extent as to impair Ins intellect 
was not to be dissuaded and the lady after Juggut Seat lnd implored in vain 
x at. t ea 
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foi the lionoui of Ins family, was earned to the palace m the e\e»ing No 
violence was offeied her, hut even momentai} exposure to the nnle g.i/e of the 
licentious nabob was ihshonom which was not to be efl.iced, and could only be 
avenged Fiom this moment Seifcra/ Khan was lift without a si none friend 
and those who, foi Ins fathei’s sake, wcie once deposed to lm\e stood lik< a 
shield aiound him, enteied cngcily into a conspinic\ to effect Ins ruin 

The pinnaiy object of the conspnac) was to make All Yeidy Khan Nabob 
of Bengal To give some coloui to the pioceedmg, application was made to the 
reigning empei 01 , Mahomed Shah, who, ha\ingnc\ei confiimed Seifera/ Khan 
in his government, was easily induced to legaul him as an usurpci, and set hnn 
aside to make way foi one who, while he fai sui passed hun in talents, piomiscd 
to enuch the Delhi tieasuiy by the piesent paj ment of £1,000,000 stcilmg the 
tiansmission of Serfeia/ Khan’s confiscated propel tj and ellccts — \ allied at 
seveial millions moie, and the futiue deh\ ciy of the lescnue with all the punc- 
tuality which had been obsened by Jaffier Khan The contemplated i solu- 
tion thus obtained a kind of legal sanction, and sccuicd the support of many 
who piobably would have stood aloof if it had continued to wear its onginal 
form of conspnacy and lebelhon E\erj thing being now prepared, one obstacle 
leinained to be surmounted Haji, with his iamily, was still at Mooishedabad 
and completely at the meicy of Seifeia? Khan, who, the moment the conspnaci 
was unfolded, would ceitainly make them the first Mctims of Ins iage and \cn- 
geance By means of a senes of dexteious and unscrupulous manceui res, the 
nabob was deluded into the belief that Hajis absence would piove Ins best 
secunty, and he allowed him to depart w ith his family for Patna Ah Yerdj , 
now fieeto act, at once commenced operations, and advanced with such mpiditj 
that his movements weie not known at Moorshedahad till he had surmounted 
the difficult passes of Tcniagully and Sieklygully, among the Bajamnhal Hills, 
wlieie Ins piogiess might have been anested, and about to penetiate into the 
very heait of Bengal Seifeiaz Khan, confounded at the intelligence, looked 
about m vain for the counsel and aid of which he had depmed lumself by Ins 
gioss misconduct At last, howevei, aftei wasting some time in unavailing 
negotiation, be began to display an energy of winch he had not pieiiousl) been 
deemed capable, and hastily collected an aimy of 30,000 men, with which he 
encamped on a plain near Comia, about tw r enty-two miles noith of his capital 
Though supenoi m numheis, his tioops weie no match for Ah Veidy’s Afghans 
Avho speedily decided the foi tune of the day On seeing that all was lost, Sci- 
feraz Khan lefused to join the fugitnes, and rushed into the thickest of the 
enemy, when, aftei he had neatly expended Ins whole qimei of nnows, he 
fell pieiced tlnough the foiehead by a musket-ball 

Ah Verdy, following up lus victoiy, enteied Mooishedabad without opposi- 
tion, and seated lumself on the musnud The odious government of Ins piede- 
cessor made the change generally acceptable, and all ranks hastened to congia- 
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tulate and do homage to the new nabob He proved not unworthy of it ad hi 
Contrary to the usual practice of eastern conquerors he displayed no thirst for 
blood and not only spared Serferaz Khans sons but pensioned them and sent c<>v m t 
them to reside with some degree of state at Dacca The only quarter in which rAh ' 
the new government met with open hostility was in Orissa Here Moorshad 
Cooly Ivhan a brother m law of the late nabob was governor Being well 
aware tint it w is intended to dispossess him he at first endeavoured to make 
terms but the utmost he could obtain was to quit the province with Ins pro 
perty and family without being subjected to molestation As he was not of a 
warlike temperament he would probably have submitted had not a bolder 
course been almost forced upon lnm by his wife and the leading members of 
his court Having determined on resistance he it once raised the standard of 
revolt and sent All Verdy a letter of defimee The example might soon have r n f 
spread and therefore All Verdy without losing a moment left his bi other Om™ f 
Haji in charge of the government of Bengal and hastened forward at the head 
of his tioops to commence the campaign The ultimate result could hardly he 
doubtful though the struggle proved longer and moie formidable than had 
been anticipated- Instead ot waiting to be besieged in Cuttack his capital 
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Moorshad Cool} moved northwards to Balasore and a little bev ond it occupied 
a position where his camp besides being fortified and defended by 300 cannon 
was rendered almost inaccessible by i nv er and surrounding forests Had the 
same wisdom been displayed in maintaining this position as in selecting it Ah 
Verdy would ha' e gained no laurels The population attached to their own 
governor refused to furnish lnm with supplies and his array began to melt 
way both by famine and desertion. The impatience and rashness of Mirza 
Bober Khan the enemy s general brought on a battle at the very time when 
lie on oh t to have avoided it and the nabob gamed a v ictory so complete that 
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Mooisliad Cooly, finding no safety within the piovmcc, was glad to seek an 
asylum m Masulipatam 

Ah Yeidy, believing that the mstniection w as at an end, ga\e the go\ em- 
inent of Onssa to Syed Ahmed, his biothei’s second son, and set out loi Bengal 
He was scaicely seated m the capital when intelligence aimed which lei t him 
no alternative but to letiace his steps Syed Ahmed, by piofhgaey and miuIk- 
tiveness, had lendeied lnmsclf so obnoxious that a new insuncction, headed 1 »y 
Bolcei Khan, had bioken out, and made him pnsonei The f.nne of the nabob 
as a w r amoi was now so widely spiead that Ins meie piesence m Oiismi sufficed 
to dissipate the levolt Delighted not moie at its suppiession than at the rcco- 
veiy of lus nephew, he again settled the piOMnce, which, as it was no longei to 
be governed by Syed Ahmed, but by an officei of e\pei lence, was expected to 
give no fuithei tiouble In this belief, All Veidy disbanded the gioatei pait 
of the tioops he had bi ought with linn, and, escoited only by about *>000 limit , 
pioceeded by slow stages foi Bengal, amusing himself on the way with hunting 
Aftei passing the fiontieis of Onssa, lie had enteied the distnet of Mnlnapore 
and was encamped neai its capital, when he was staitled by the intelligence 
that Boslcei Punt, in the seivice of Ragojce Bhonsla, a Mahi.itta chief, who had 
established himself m possession of Beiai, had amved in Bengal, at the head 
of a foimidable aimy, with the piofessed object of le\ying the cliont, but moie 
piobably with the hope of making a peunanent conquest The nabob had not 
been unawaie of the intended invasion, but expected that it would be made 
fiom the noitli-west tluough Beliar, and at so late a penod .is would gi\e him 
ample time to leach Mooishedabad and piovide sufficient means of defence 
He was theiefoie taken completely by surpuse wlien he learned that they had 
enteied by Onssa, and weie following close upon Ins tiack He immediately 
hastened northwaid to Buidwan, expecting that he might be able theie to 
deposit his heavy baggage in safety He had only leached it wdien the aiinal 
of the Mahiattas was announced by smoking villages and the helpless inhabi- 
tants fleeing m tenoi befoie them The Malnatta commandei, with the usual 
pobey of his nation, avoided a geneial action, and aftei seieial sknmishes 
endeavocued to induce the nabob to buy him oft' by offeimg to withdiaw on 
the payment of a heavy contnbution Stdl hoping to be able to reach lus 
capital, All Yerdy refused to submit to the humiliating tenns, and made an 
effort to continue his letieat With this view he gave oideis that the lieai y 
baggage and camp-followers should remain at Buidwan, but the tenoi had now' 
become so general that the oideis were disobeyed, and the coniusion became 
inextiicable The greater pait of the baggage, aitillei}', and tents fell into the 
hands of the enemy 

The nabob would now gladly have escaped by paying the contnbution first 
demanded It was no longer m Ins option. Boskei Punt, who w oulcl have 
been satisfied at one time with ten lacs of rupees (£100,000), was too well 
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nwnre of the advantage he hid gamed and refused to take less than a crore a n 
(£1 000 000) together with all the elephants Desperate as the ease Wds any 
nsh was better than this i 0 nomm> , and after a struggle of four da}s dunn^ « hr 
which new losses and hardships were endured the nabob succeeded in placing ** 
the Blngaruttee between him and his pursuers Here Nuazisli Mahomed the 
eldest son of Ills brother Haji joined him with a considerable reinforcement 
and lie found little difficulty in obtaining sufficient supplies It was now Bos- 
her Punts turn to take alarm. The run} season had commenced and the 
w holt country W as becoming inundated It seemed madness to remain and he 
would have departed had not a bolder spirit than his own interfered. An Arab 
b} orj 0 m of the name of Mccr Ilubbeeb was Dew an of Orissa when Moorshad 
Cool} go\emed it and made no scruple when satisfied as to the wanning side 
to abandon Ins old master and take service under Ah Verdv His onl} object 
however was to serve himself and having been taken or rather perhaps 
allow ed himself to he taken prisoner b} the Mahrattas In, ingratiated himself 
w i til thur commander and w as soon the most influential as he was certainlv 
the ablest of his advisers Prom his thorough knowledge of the country he was 
able to turn ever} circumstance to advantage and when Bosker Punt spoke ot 
retrt it> pointed to the deft nee) ass state of MoorshcdabatL \\ hen Bosktr Punt 
hesitated lie volunteered to surprise it and was provided with a detachment 
for that purpose. The nabob obtaining intelligence of Ins departure tried to 
outstrip him. He was i da} too late Mecr Hubbeeb had ahead} plundered 
the suburbs, and extorted from the banker Juggiit Seat a sum winch has been 
estimated at £2 >00 000 stcrlin 0 flic success of tins expedition induced Bosker 
Punt to abandon the intention of returning to Berar and he encamped for the 
runj si ason at Cutw jh on the Ilofgbh 

Though the season in ulc operations on a large scale impossible the Malirat 
tns mule rtpcittd incursions and were at last masters of the whole of Bengal 
west of the Gim 0 es except Moorshedabad and its environs The nabob con 
tented in the me mtnne w ith the possession of his capital continued btrength 
uun 0 its works and makin 0 preparations foi a decisive campaign. Hu 
resources on the east of the Ganges were still unimpaired and his troops 
plnced in cantonments and nbundantl} supplied with provisions suffered few 
pm it ions It was otherwise with the inhabitants of the districts overrun by 
the entm} Plundered of their property and pursued by fire and sword multi 
tudts fled across the river carrying their terrors along with them and sought 
shelter and protection in C ilcutta Even here the alarm became general and 
an nntrenebment afterwards known by the name of the Mahratta Ditcli was 
commenced. It was intended to cany it round the terntory and form an 
mclosure seven miles in extent but as the Slalirattas did not attempt to cross 
the river and were believed not to possess the necessary means the work was 
abandoned when scarcely half the distance was completed At the same time 



526 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[liOUK III 


AD 1742 when the ditch was begun, peimission was obtained fiom tlie nabob to fortify 
the Company’s factoiy at Cossimbazar , by sun ounding it with a brick wall, 
flanked with bastions at the angles 

A u v«dy As soon as the diy season commenced, All Vcidy boldly assumed the oflen- 
~::: h0 Sive by ciossmg the Bhagaiuttec on a budge of boats Anothei sticam, which 
tonoul' 10 was stl ^ necessaiy to cioss m oulci to come to close quaitors with the enemy, 
was budged in the same mannei , and though a senous loss was sustained b} the 
sinking of a boat neai the centie, when seated} a half of the ttoops had passed, 
the Malnattas weie so intimidated on seeing themsehos about to be attacked, 
that they fled with the utmost piecipitation, seeking to gain the pistes which 
led through the forests of Pachete into Behai The lapidit} of the pursuit 
having frustrated this intention, they suddenly doubled upon then tiack, passed 
eastward tluough the forests of Bishenpoie, and gained the open count!} The 
nabob, thus out-manceuvrcd, retraced his steps Fiom some cruise not easiU 
explained, Boskei Punt changed lus tactms, and instead of continuing Ins flight, 
advanced to offer battle The encountei took place at Midnapoie, and lesulted 
m the complete defeat of the Malnattas who at once e\ ncuated Bengal, and 
made the best of then way back to Berm 

Ah Yeidy letunied m tirumph to Ins capital, but not to enjoj a long icpose 
Ragojee Bhonsla, disappointed and eniaged at the defeat of Ins geneinl detei- 
mmed to take the field m person Foitunately foi the nabob the Mahrattas 
were at this tune divided into two poweiful fictions The object of contention 
w T as the office of Peishva, who, as the rajah had been reduced to a nieie ciplici, 
was to all intents the ieal head of the Malnatta confedeiacy The mal claim- 
ants weie Bagojee Bhonsla and Balajee Rao The lattei pioied successful, but 
siahratta the stufe Avas not ended, and Ragoiee no soonei entered Bengal in one direction 
than Balajee made Ins appearance m anothei All Veuly’s course of policy was 
plain, and he lost no time m pui chasing the alliance of Balajee, who at once 
took the bui den of the vai upon himself, and chove Ins nval countryman 
before him without being obliged to strike a blow Ragojee Bhonsla, notwith- 
standing this second failure, clung tenaciously to Ins puipose, and the vei y next 
year aftei he had been ignommiously chased fiom Bengal, sent Boskei Punt 
once more into it at the head of 20,000 cavaliy His aims, howevei, were 
somewhat loweied He had once been sanguine of conquest, but he would now' 
be satisfied with money Boskei was accoidmgly mstiucted to often peace m 
letuin for such a contubution as Balajee was supposed to have leccived Ah 
Verdy had lntheito been contented to meet Ins enemies m the open field, but 
as defeat after defeat appeared to have no effect, he lesolved to get nd of them 
at all events, though it should be by means of an atiocity Taking advantage 
of the meicenary spirit which had been so unequivocally displayed, he professed 
to be extremely anxious for a termination of hostilities, and sent two of Ins 
principal officers to the Maliratta camp, with instructions to tempt Bosker Punt 
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to an interview by promising to concede whatever he should ash. Accordingly A D 37< 
when he demanded heavy contributions, he was told that he had only to pay 
the inbob a visit in order to obtain them. His avance blinded him to the 
danger and on a fixed day moving out with the greatei part of his army from 
Cutw \h where it had been encamped lie drew it up in order of battle and 
advanced with bis principal officers and attendants to the tent where the nabob 
was v\ aitmg to give them audience. The rest is soon told. A band of assassins h „ 
had been concealed within the screeus around the tent and only waited a sig b<*? f 
Hal to commence their horrid butchery When the Mahratta officers entered Fui “ 

Ah Verdy eagerly asked which was Bosker Punt and on las being pointed out 
cried aloud Cut down the infidel 1 In an instant Bosker and nineteen chiefs 
who had accompanied him Were despatched. To complete the atrocity All 
Verdy put himself at the head of Ins troops, and without any note of warning 
charged the Mahratta line which immediately gave way and fled m confusion 

All Verdy gained little but mfimy by this abominable treachery As a 
just retribution his principal general Mustapha Khan to whom lie was m 
debted for most of Ins v ictones rose in arms against him Ins brother Haji 
offended at being refused an unreasonable request retired m disgust to Patna 
to waste the residue of a long life m sensual indulgences and his favourite 
grandson whom he had destined for his heir and spoiled by excessive indul 
gtnee becoming too impatient to wait for the succession endeavoured to seize 
it by force Nor were the Mnhrattas slow to avenge their murdered country i**-pw* 
men. lear after year Rngojee Bhonsla headed an invasion of some part of ithnui 
Bengal and when he died his son and successor Janojee continued the warfare 
with the same indomitable energy Tlie ultimate result was that Ah Verdy 
wont out by yearn and incessant fatigue and broken m heilth was obliged to 
compound with his relentless enemies by ceding to them the whole province of 
Orissa and agreeing moreover to pay twelve lacs of rupees annually This 
was truly a recognition of the claim to levy chout in Bengal but to save the 
nabob b dignity that obnoxious term w vs not used in the treaty which him ply 
declared that the payment was to be made on condition that the Mahratta* 
should not again set foot in 1 is highness s territories. That there nnglit be no 
doubt as to the limit thus fixed it was added that the river Soonamoohy 
w Inch runs by Bal isore should be considered as the boundary between the two 
dominions and that the Mahrattns should never cross that river nor even set 
a foot in its waters. 

Before the nabob consented to this treaty he had been rendered almost { 
broken hearted by the tiagical deaths of his brother Haji and his favourite ai^v My 
nephew Zyn Addeen The one as already mentioned had retired to Patna w 
in disgust and the other wis residing in it as governor of Behar when the 
nabob having discovered that two Afghan chiefs Shumsheer Ivhan and Serdar 
Khan were intriguing with the Mahrattas dismissed them and their followers 
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ad i7S6 fiora Ins seivice The whole, numhei rag about 8000 men, aimed in the vici- 
nity of Patna Tlien piesence could not be viewed without alaim, «md it was 
Tragical deemed necessaiy to get nd of them by some means, loul 01 l.m Hap is said 

Auvonijs to have proposed a scheme foi assassinating the lcadeis, but Zjn Addecn, who, 
nephew nnd though the youngest of the nabob’s nephews, was expecting to succeed linn, 
thought it good policy to conciliate the Afghans, whose nuhtaiy piowess would 
give him a decided supeiionty ovei all mal claimants The nabob is said to 
have piefened assassination as the safei policy, but at last, o\c iconic by the 
uigency of Ins nepliew r , wdio lepiescntcd that they weie anxious to make then 
submission, lie autlionzed lmn to leceive it The new terms of service having 
been adjusted, Zyn Addeen, anxious to give the chiefs a pi oof of Ins confidence 
and obviate any feais they might have of ticnchciy, leceived their visits of 
ceremony, on being restoied to favoui, in the absence ol Ins gunids and jnesenci 
of only a few household officeis The fust day, given to Seidni Khan, passed ofl 
quietly The second clay was allotted to Shumshecr Khan ITis appioach was 
announced by r the anival of neaily 1000 Afghan infant! y, vvho ai ranged them- 
selves in the squaie of the palace Immediately attei the hall of audience was 
enteied by a chief named Moiad Slieei Khan, and a ciowd of officeis, who 
piessed foiwaid to piesent then offerings. While Zyn Addeen was intent on 
the ceremony, one of the Afghans aimed a blow at him with Ins daggei It 
missed, but Moiad Slieei Klian immediately followed it up with bis xnliic, and 
the governor fell dead on the pillow of Ins musnud Hap was the next victim 
but was not permitted to die so easily lie was known to have accumulated 
vast wealth, but, when dragged befoxe Sliumslicei Klian, lefused to discovei it 
Eveiy land of tortuie and ignominy failed to oveicome Ins flimness, and at 
last, aftei seventeen days of mdesciibable suffenng, death came to Ins lelief 
On seal clung lus house, seventy lacs ot lupees (£700,000), besides jewels and 
other valuables to a great amount, weie found buried The msuigents gatliei- 
mg aiound them all the discontented spmts of Beliar, gained possession of the 
entile piovmce, and weie even able, by leaguing with the Malnattas, to tin eaten 
Bengal The nabob, liowevei, loused by the stiongest of all motives, displayed 
even more than Ins wonted ability and intrepidity, and gamed two vietoues 
in a single day, m the one avenging lus muideied kindled by defeating ,md 
slaying Shumsheer Klian, and m the othei, not so much defeating as tern- 
fymg the Malnattas, who, aftei they had drawn up foi the encountei, fled m 
confusion, without ventuimg to usk it 

Death of After the treaty concluded with the Malnattas m 1751, All Veidy enjoyed 

some lespite fiom the toils of wai He was suffenng, liowevei, both fiom age 
and disease, and died of diopsy m 1756 He had attained Ins eightieth yeai 
Death at such a period of life can scarcely he said to have been hastened by 7 any 
adventitious cause, and yet it is thought that he might have lived longei had 
he not been visited anew by domestic calamities, His own family consisted 
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oni} of three daughters whom he married to his three nephews The tragical ad i sc 
death of the youngest at Patna has already been recorded The eldest Nuaash 
Mahomed who was governor of Dacca and the second Syed Ahmed who for 
many 3 ears had been go\ernorof Pumeah where by good conduct he reco\ered 
the character which he had lost by his disastrous government of Orissa died of 
fever within a few months of each other just before their uncle was seized with 
his last fatal illness The only surv ivin fa members of the nabobs family were 
his eldest daughter Gheseety Begum the widow of Nuazisli Mahomed and two 
grandsons the one Shohut Jung the son of Syed Ahmed, whom he succeeded 
m the government of Pumeah and the other Suroj ad Dowlah or as he is 
usually called Surajah Dowlah the son of Zyn Addeen and the successor to «u b 
the nahobship This youth who has already been seen ungratefully taking up D ppo l ' t d 
arms against lus grandfather was stained with many other crimes Se\eral 
assassinations were known to have been perpetrated at Ins instigation and 
there was no kind of vice with which he had pot grown familiar All Verdy 
was not ignorant of his real character and truly described it on his death bed 
when on being asked by some of lus women to recommend them to the care of 
Ins successor he answered with a ghastly smile that if he should for three days 
behave dutifully to his grandmother then they mi^ht entertain hopes of his 
tenderness 

The irrational partiality which All Yerdy entertained for this worthless 
youth was Ins greatest folly and the iniquity of appointing him to succeed him 
in the go\emment while aware how incapable he was of discharging its duties 
is one of the blackest stains on lus memory The inhabitants of Bengal though 
shocked at the crimes which the nabob committed in usurping the go\ eminent 
and in lidding himself of his enemies when they threatened to be too strong for 
him felt that on the whole he had ruled them wisely and justly and were am 
cerely attached to him It was a poor return for their attachment to place them 
at the mercy of an ignorant rapacious heartless profligate 

During the sixteen years of All Verdys government the East India Com 1 

pany had not much reason to complain Like the inhabitants generally they P r» a j 
suffered by the unsettled state m which the country w as kept by intestine dis \ 
sensions and Mahratta incursions but their privileges were respected and the 
few irregular contributions exacted from them amounted to so small a percen 
tage on their investments as not seriously to affect the profits. We have seen 
that during the general alarm produced by the Mahrattas Ah lerdy allowed 
the Mahratta Ditch to be dug and the factory of Cossimbazar to be put 111 some 
state of defence He was not disposed however to permit any encroachment 
on lus prerogative and peremptorily prohibited the British and French when 
at war from carrying on any hostilities witlun Ins dominions. It would even 
seem that he eyed the progress of the European companies with a degree of 
suspicion and had a presentiment of the ascendency which tliev wtrede tmed 
•\ol I 
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ad 1756 to establish On one occasion he said, “he feaied that aftei Ins death the Euio- 
peans would become masters of many pai ts of Hmdoostan , and on another 
Sigacity of occasion, when uiged by Mustapha Khan, who was then Ins most influential 
-u.vcrdj C0Unse p 01) »to expel the Enghsh horn Calcutta and seize their wealth,” he 
gave no answei till Mustapha had letned, and then observed to one of his 
nephews, who had seconded Mustapha’s iniquitous pioposal, “ My child, Musta- 
pha Khan is a soldiei, and wishes us to be constantly m need of his service, 
but how came you to join m his request? What have the English done against 
me, that I should use them ill? It is now difficult to extinguish hie on land, 
but should the sea be m flames who can put them out? Nevei listen to such 
advice as Ins, foi the lesult would probably be fatal ’’ This distinct allusion to 
naval warfaie shows that he had foimed a just conception of the mam aim ol 
Butisli powei, and depiecated collision with it as at once unjustifiable and 
perilous It would have been well foi Surajah Dowlah had he enteied into the 
enlaiged views which dictated this advice, and acted upon them 


CHAPTER IX. 

Surijali Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal — His early career — First acts of his government — A rival claimant — 
His expedition against Purneali — His suspicion and hatred of the East India Company — liie 
factory of Cossimbazar seized and plundered — Calcutta besieged and taken — The horrors of the 
Black Hole 

T the time when All Yeidy was appointed to the government of 
Behai, one of his daughteis, who was mairied to his youngest 
nephew, gave bnfch to a son The event seemed so auspicious 
that he declaied his intention to adopt the boy and make him 
Ins heir Mnza Mahmood, as he was originally called before he 
assumed the title of Suiajali Dowlah, leceived the kind of tiammg which was 
character of consideied suitable to his piospects All his wishes were giatified, all Ins faults 
Do«iah oveilooked, and he nevei knew what it was to be lefused or conti acheted The 
natuial cruelty of his temper appealed m the amusements of Ins childhood No 
bird 01 animal within his reach was safe fiom toituie As might be antici- 
pated, Ins vices ripened with his yeais, and the ci uelty which he had piactised 
on the biute creation was tiansfened to Ins own species To eveiy vutuous 
feeling he seems to have been an uttei stiangei His only companions wei e 
infamous profligates, with whom he used to patiole the stieets of Mooisheda- 
bad, and commit eveiy form of indecency and outiage With Ins othei vices he 
possessed a ceitam degiee of low cunning, which he employed in concealing 
some of the woist parts of Ins conduct fiom his giandfathei, who, it is chan- 
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tnble to suppose though his general chanctcr was veil known to lum must adu 
I me been ignorant of his worst \ ilhmes when in 17«>3 he placed him on the 
musnud and required all the courtiers and oflicers to recognize him as his sue 
cessor From that time All \ erd\ without ccasin o to hold the reins of go\ern 
ment threw a large share of his nuthonty into the hands of Surajnh Dowlah 
who of course pen erted it to the worst of puqioses 

Jsuazish Mahomed as the eldest nephew naturally thought lnmself best Duw. t far 
entitled to the succession and took no pains to conceal Ins dissatisfaction He r. A 
had for some 3 can, though resident at Moorshedabad held the government of "*7 \ y 
Dacca and from its revenues acquired cnonnous wealth which enabled lum to 
keep a large bodv of armed men in his pay In himself ns he was possessed of 1,0 lih 
aery moderate talents an l had nothin,, wnrhke m his disposition he was not 
dangerous. His two k ding ministers however an uncle and a nephew the 
one named Hossun Coolv Khan and the other Hossun Addcen were men of 
capacity and it was deemed necessary to renun c them Fhcuncte resided at 
Moorshedabad with his master the nephew at Dacca, where he acted as deputy 



governor All Vcrdv wished to act wanly in the dismissal of these officers as 
he feared that A u izish if alarmed by any hasty step would at once retire to 
Dacca and assert his independence Surajnh Dowlah had no idea of tempo 
rizin 0 and lmin 0 no scruples as to the atrocity determined to rid himself of all 
fears by taking the nearest roail His hired assassins entenng Dacca stabbed m ( 
Hossem Khan in the dead of the ni 0 ht and a few days after Hossem Cooly cooij ki an. 
Khan was assassinated in open day in the streets of Moorshedabad. Nuazish 
and Ins brother Sjcd Ahmed who ns they were l>oth aspiring to the nabob 
ship bad hitherto acted independently of each other now saw the necessity of 
uniting their interests and leaguing against Surajah Dowlah as their common 
enemy A civil war was imminent when they both died suddenly as Ins been 
already told. 
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ad 1756 Deaths which happened so oppoi tunely foi Suiajah Dowlah might, without 
vuicliaiitableness, have been attnbuted to Ins agency, but all waters agiee m 
i egarding them as natuial Then effect was to allow him to take the benefit 
tho nvai of all the anangements which All Yeidy had made in Ins favoui It soon 
foTrono appeared, liowevei, that lus title to the nabobslnp was not to lemam unclial- 
o r Bengal j enge( j Gheseety Begum, All Yeidy’s daughtei, had .succeeded to the wealth 
of hei late husband Nuazisli, and saw no means of saving it fiora the rapacity 
of the new nabob, except by placing lieiself at the head of a powerful party 
Her sex made it impossible foi hei to clami the government in hei own name; 
and she tlieiefoie set up a competitoi m the peison of an infant two yeais 
old, the son of a deceased biothei of Suiajah Doulah Anothei competitor 
appeared m the peison of his cousin, Sholcut Jung, goveinoi of Pumeah Could 
he have succeeded, the inhabitants of Bengal would not have gained much by 
the change, as it would have been difficult to choose between them, so closely 
did they resemble each othei m ignoiance and piofligacy The title of the 
claimant set up by Gheseety Begum was evidently bad, as the father of the 
infant was only a youngei biothei Not only, tlierefoie, had Suiajah Dowlah 
justice on Ins side when he lesisted the Begum’s attempt, but he was also fur- 
nished with a plausible pietext foi the measuies he adopted against liei As 
Ins own aunt and Ah Veidy’s daughtei, she vans ceitamly entitled to be tieated 
with all the leniency consistent with safety, but it is not easy to condemn him 
foi dispossessing her of a palace, wlieie all the discontented spirits of the capital 
would have i allied aiound hei, and depiivmg liei of tieasuies which had been, 
and would m all probability continue to be emploj^ed m secietly undei mining 
or openly assailing lus government 

origin of A Hindoo, of the name of Raibullub, who had become dewan to Nuazisli 

quarrel be ° 

tween Sura after the assassination of Hossem Cooly' Khan, and made common cause with 

jah Dowlah 

and Bengal Ins widow, being peifectly awaie of the tieatment winch awaited him torn Su- 
presidency r£ y a p j)owlah, had lesolved, even hefoie All Yeidy’s death, to pi o vide agamst the 
dangei by removing Ins family and tieasuies The difficulty was to find a place 
where they would he beyond the nabob’s leach They weie then in Dacca, and 
the plan he adopted was to send them away m the charge of Ins son Kissendass, 
undei pietence of making a pilgrimage to the celebiated Temple of Juggernaut, 
on the coast of Onssa In piosecutmg this intended pilgiimage, Kissendass 
proceeded with seveial loaded boats down the Ganges, as if to entei the Bay 
of Bengal by one of its mouths, hut stopped shoit, and sailed upwaids till lie 
leached the Jellmghee, by which the Ganges communicates with the Hooglily 
He was thus enabled to enter the lattei liver This was m fact the -piecon- 
ceited scheme, foi Ins leal destination was not Juggernaut, hut Calcutta Hr 
father had prevailed with Mr Watts, the chief of the Company’s factory at 
Cossimbazar, to apply to the presidency for pei mission to Kissendass and lus 
family to halt foi some days iu Calcutta It does not appeal veiy distinctly 
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whether MrWatb was duped by .Raibqllub into the belief that nothing more ad 1 ss 
t han a h alt was intended _or_whether hejvos^awarej.hat^the real object wi s to 
eecur e perma nent British pro tect ion "Be this as it may Mr Watts application 
in behalf of Kissendass was successful and he arm ed in Calcutta where he 
was hospitably received by Omichund an extensive Hindoo merchant who had 
lar^e coimeetio na at Moorslicdabad and was naturally mchned to conciliate the 
goodwil l of so influential a person as Raj bullu b 

rhe arrival of Kissendass and the reception given to lnm at the British s wj u 
presidency"jilled Surajali Dowlali with rage Not only had large treasures on S/^uh 
The"confiscation of which he had confidently calculated escaped but the very 
idea that a body of foreign merchants whose settlement m the country existed 
only by sufferance should protect any party whom lie had marked out as a 
victim was galling to his pnde He immediately proceeded to the palace and 
gave utterance to Ins, disappointment and indignation exclaiming that the 
suspicions winch he had long entertained of the English were now confirmed 
and that they were evidently in league with the faction which meant to contest 
huTsuccession to the nabobslnp All Yerdy now on Ins death bed turned to 
Mr Forth surgeon of the factory of Cossimbazar who was attending him pro 
lessionally and put a variety of searching questions to him asking How many 
soldiers were in the factory at Cossimbazai ? Where the English fleet w as — whether 
it would come to Bengal — and with what object it had come to India f The 
answers satisfied lam that the British m the expectation of a war with I ranee 
had already sufficient work upon their hands and were in no condition to pro 
voke the hostility or even usk the displeasure of the Bengal government 
Surajah Dowlali was hilenced, but not satisfied and was so little careful to con 
ceal his feelings that Ins determination to sack Cilcutta and expel the English 
was openly .talked of 

This ominous cncumstance and the previous conversation with Mr Forth t t t r 

1 th b oth 

is said not to have been communicated to the presidency but sufficient warning rn. wr»m 
was given them when a letter dated two days after the death of Ah Verdy 
was received demanding the deliv ery of Kissendass and las treasures. The letter 
purported to come from Surajah Dow lah and seems to have borne sufficient 
evidence of its genuineness The governor and council however learning th«*t 
the bearer of it a brother of Ramramsing the head of the spies had come in a 
small boat landed in the disguise of a pedler and proceeded in the first instance 
to the house of Omichund chose to conclude that this was an invention of this 
crafty Hindoo who having by some recent changes in the mercantile arrange 
ment of the Company lost some of Ins importance had devised this curious 
method of endeavouring to regain it This extraordinary conclusion once 
formed it was gravely resolved that both the messenger and the letter were too 
suspicious to be receiv ed and Ramramsvn^ s brother was burned back to Ins 
l oat and turned off with insolence and derision. 
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The presidency, aftei they had thus committed themselves, appeal not to 
have been perfectly satisfied with the piopuety of then pioceedmg, and in- 
structed Mi Watts to give explanations which might pi event any evil conse- 
quences He was thought to have succeeded, foi, when Ins vaqueil 01 agent 
appealed at the durbar, and stated the grounds on winch Ramramsmg’s bi other 
had been tieated as an impostor, Suiajah Dowlah gave no sign ol emotion 01 
displeasuie He acted, mdeed, as if the mattei had passed entnely fiom Ins 
mind, and made no furthei communication to Mr Watts 01 the piesidency 
respect ing Kissendass and Ins tieasuies 

At this very time letteis anived ftom England stating a luptuie ruth 
France was inevitable, and 01 deling the settlement to be put m a state of 
defence The woik was immediately commenced, but .is the foit was in such a 
dilapidated state as to make it necessary rathei to lebuild than lepan it, a 
considerable numbei of labouiers weie employed, in the first instance, to lepan 
aline of guns which weie placed along the bunk of the livei opposite to the 
west side of the foit When these lepans were begun, Suiajah Doulah was 
proceeding at the head of an aimy of 50,000 men foi Pumeah, to encountei his 
cousin and uval claimant, Sliokut Jung It was known that he had a numbei 
of spies in Calcutta, and though the presidency had used every effort to discovei 
and expel them, enough still lemamed to carry tidings to him of the operations 
m which they were engaged Then natuie and extent wei e of couise exag- 
gerated, and a lettei amved from the nabob, in which, after stating that he had 
been informed that the English weie building a wall and digging a laige ditch 
aiound the town of Calcutta, he peiemptonly oideied them to desist, and lestoie 
the foitifications to the state m which they weie befoie Mi Diake, the goiei- 
nor, answered this lettei with moie candoui than good policy , he explained the 
full extent to which the operations had been earned, and the motives which, 
as they originally dictated then commencement, lendered it expedient to continue 
and complete them “The nabob,” he said, “had been misinformed by those 
who had represented to him that the English weie building a wall lound the 
town , they had dug no ditch since the invasion of the Mahrattas, at which time 
such a work was executed with the knowledge and approbation of Ah Yerdy , 
m the late wai between England and Fiance, the Fiencli had attacked and 
taken the town of Madias, contraiy to the neutrality which it was expected 
would have been preserved in the Mogul’s donmnons, and that theie being at 
piesent great appearance of another wai between the two nations, the English 
were under appieliensions that the French would act m the same mannei in 
Bengal, to prevent which they weie repairing then hue of guns on the bank of 
the river ” 

1 This answei was leceived by the nabob on the 17th of May, at Rajamalial, 
and threw him mto a transport of lage, which astonished even those of his 
attendants who weie most famihar with the violence of his temper It is not 
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ei'.j do *ce why it should Ime had such an effect His dignity may have been a.d i 
offended at the very supposition that Europeans should presume to make war 
within lus territories without lus sanction and still more at the assumption 
tint if the} did so the 
part} attacked would ho 
obliged to trust to their 
ov\ n re ources instead of 
ltav ing it to him to repel 
and punish the aggressor 
Bev ond this there vv is 
nothm 0 m the answer to 
provoke an outburst of 
pission even m the 
proudest and most sen 
sitive of tyrants. The 
rage if real and not 
merely assumed to give 
ft colour to further pro 
ceedings was probably provoked by perceiving that a plan which he had long 
betn meditatin e and a revenge which was rankling m his mmd vveie in 
danger of being frustrated. Were Calcutta put into such i state of defence 
as would enable it to resist the attacks of the French who e skill m sie Q e 
operations had been rendered famous throughout Indio, by the capture of for 
tresses previously deemed impregnable how could he he able to make himself 
master of it and rifle it of the fabulous wealth winch was believ ed to be treasured 
up within its precincts? How therefore w as the decisiv e moment Calcutta 
if not forthwith attacked would set lnm at defiance and both the fame which 
he anticipated as its conqueror and the plunder on which his heart was SPt 
would be lost to him for ever 

Instated bv some such motives as these the expedition to Pumeali ,vasT ^ c ^ gg t ’ J 
immediate lv postponed and the army began its inarch back to Jloorshedabad b« t- 
Its movements were too slow for the nabob 8 impatience and a detachment of p ai*<r 
3000 men was pushed forward to invest the Company s factory at Cossimbazai 
Though the garrison consisted only of twenty two Europeans and twenty 
topasst s no attempt was made to carry it by a sudden onset and the detach 
ment were contented to remain for nine days after their arrival merely watch 
mg it so as to preclude either egress or ingiess 

On the 1st of June the nabob came up with the mam body of the army 
The ldcv of resistance seems not to have been entertained as the fortifications 
undeserving of the name consisted only of a bucl wall three feet thick with 
small bastions at the angles but without ditch or palisade Part of the curtain 
formed the outer wall of a series of chambers looking inward and affording by 
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ad 1750 then ioofs, a tenace lesemblmg iampaits These, howevei, veie completely 
ovei looked fiom without by buildings at the distance of only 100 yaids The 
Mr w-itts cannon weie still moie defective than the woiks, most of them being honey- 

summoned 
bj tlio 
n'lbob 


Dilatory 

prepara 

tiona of the must have made it almost palpable to the minds of the piesidency that notlnng 
less than the complete destiuction of the settlement was aimed at, and yet, in 
the vam hope of depiecatmg lus wiath, befoie the final step was taken, letteis 
weie daily despatched to Mi Watts, mstiuctmg lnm to expi ess then leadmess 
to demolish eveiy thing that could be consideied a lecent addition to then foiti- 
fications The letteis weie piobably mteicepted by the nabob, as they never 
reached Mi Watts, but the piesidency, while wilting them, could not well act 
at vanance with the offei they contained, and thus neaily tlnee weeks passed 
away without any piepaiation against the coming dangei Had a pioper use 
been made of this intervening penod, by applying foi lemfoi cements to the othei 
presidencies, and making the most of the means of defence at then disposal, the 
governor and council might have set the nabob at defiance, and given the fiist 
example of what a meie handful of oui countiymen can achieve, when tiue 
heroism mspnes them, against myriads of native Indians Unfortunately 
neithei the Eiuopean solcheis nor civilians m Bengal weie, at that penod, am- 
mated by that spmt which m our own tunes has been so lUustnously displayed 
When, at length, the stiuggle amved they weie fai less disposed to face it than 
to flee fiom it 


combed, and the ammunition was sufficient foi only 600 chaiges The nabob, 
immediately on anivmg, sent a message foi Mr Watts, who obeyed, after 
obtaining assuiance of peisonal piotection He was leceived with insolence 
and invectives, and oideied to sign a papei, impoitmg that the presidency of 
Calcutta should, within fifteen days, level any new uoiks they had laised, 
delivei up all government tenants undei then piotection, and lefund whatevei 
the levenue might have lost by the giantmg of Jvstuls oi passpoits of tiade 
to parties not entitled to them Mi Watts, alarmed foi Ins life, signed the 
paper, and the two othei membeis of the council being sent foi, imitated his 
example No teims of capitulation weie made, and a pai ty of the nabob’s 
troops took possession of the place without opposition Then oideisweie to 
seal up what effects they found, but they disobeyed, and stole the gieatei part 
The soldieis in the factoiy, aftei endunng tlnee days of such contumely, that 
the ensign m command of them went mad and shot himself, veie imprisoned 
at Moorshedabad One of the membeis of council, and the pimoi seivants of 
the factory, were allowed to letne to the Hutch and Fiench factories, but 
Mi Watts and the othei membei, instead of being sent, as they expected, to 
communicate the nabob’s lesolves to the pi esidency, weie detained m the camp, 
and told that they weie to accompany the nabob himself to Calcutta This 
was the fiist intimation they leceived of his determination to attack it 

The extieme violence and injustice exhibited by the nabob at the veiy outset 
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The letter winch filled the nabob with so much rage and was the ostensible Ann® 
cause of his abandoning the expedition to Purneah was received by him at 
Itajamalnl on the 17th of Hay and though Ins intention then announced was 
ne\er revoked and he from that day continued his inarch southwards evidently An>i t 
hent on mischief the 7th of June armed before the first note of alarm was dW a 
despatched to Madras and Bombay The passage by sea as the south monsoon *** d 
was then blowing was impossible and an overland message could not be earned 
in less than thirty days. It was therefore evident that long before any answer 
could be received the nabob would have ample time to do lus worst Conscious 
of the desperate predicament in which they were thus placed the presidency 
applied to the Dutch at Clunsurah and the French at Chandemagore and 
endeavoured to persuade them that they ought to unite tlieir forces as m a com 
mon danger The former simply refused — the latter is if in mockery proposed 
that they should abandon Calcutta and place themselves with their effects under 
their protection. What that protection would liav e been may be inferred from 
the fact that the nabob in passing Cliandernagore was propitiated by a present 
of 200 barrels of gunpowder Tlie presidency now thrown entirely on tlieir 
own resources began to display some activ lty Works of defence such as the 
shortness of the time would admit were erected provisions were laid in and 
the number of Indian matchlock men was augmented to 1500 The regular 
garrison consisted of 2GI men anl the inhabitants enrolled as militia amounted 
to 2o0 forming an aggregate of oil but of these two-thirds were topasses 
Armenians and Portuguese on whom no reliance could be placed and of the 
remaining third mustering in all 171 not more than ten had seen service 

With such feeble resources a successful defence was more than doubtful and ^ ^ f 
therefore the attention of the presidency was first of nil directed to the means taken d 
of escape On the opposite side of the river Hooglily about five miles below 
Calcutta the native fort of Tanna mounting thirteen guns commanded the 
narrowest part of the channel The necessity of securing this fort so as to give a 
free outlet to the sea seemed so urgent that it was determined while the nabob 
was only advancing to assume the offensive and endeav our to gam possession of 
it Accordingly on the morning of the 13th of June two vessels of 300 tons and 
two brigantines anchored before it and opened a fire which at once dislodged 
the garrison consisting of not more than fifty men. A party immediately 
landed spiked some of the guns and threw the rest into the n\ er If it was 
intended to retain the fort the true plan would have been not to destroy the 
guns but point them so as to repel any attack on the land side The mistake 
was soon apparent for the v ery next day a detachment of the enemy 2000 strong 
armed from Hooghly drove the few Europeans and lascars within the fort to 
their boats and resisting any attempt to dislodge them by a cannonade obliged 
the ships to weigh anchor and return to Calcutta. 

The same day when the ships sailed against Tanna a letter was intercepted 
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ndilicssed to Onuclumd, l* the head and roll mng !mn to |>ut hi • «• <i“ 
ot dangci Tins continuing tit** uispn ion pnuoith «ntuttm<d Oumhund 

was immediately put undei stmt < ontnu im nt m tli« hut Ki ‘tub- i\a in 

like mnnnei, confined, but when an nth nipt wan m-dt t-nppr. !«• ml Omit hand 
biotlici-m-lnw , a seuons inn took phi..* Jh h<.d,.m<* «U mth< h m d- 

ap.utmcnts, ami not onb, dal all tin pt on , and anm -1 dmm »n > m < dim hand 
soivice losolutoly lCsist a fontbk tntiann into th* m l>nt th> p* i "ti it (hot 
head, a natn e of high caste to - m tin \a>ltnn limn tin ‘It h«»i.otu of 1, mg 
exposed to sti angels nidiad in i hw t!mt»<n ol th<mvith la ounh ad n,d 
tlien stabbed lnms-li Mi inwhd. tin nah-.b v a . It ■ u mug to. v aid \ ,fh mb 
expedition that limn) <•! las tioop dn d ol i'da/a* ital un itol * t)n th 1 >th 
ot .June he leached HooghK, and utuin diuf» !\ ait* i ti >a p>H» i la 1 tun t>. d . 
(Jaleutta side, b\ mi.uisot an nnm> n !l> * t ol h j > t lit miht’' nd nal.tn' 



immediately lepaned to then posts, and all the nutnts tot k to flight v nh the 
exception of about 2000 Poituguese, v host «luun as Omstians was st, tai i«s ag- 
nized as to piocuie them admission into the foil 

At noon of the IGth tho nabob Mas seen appioachnig liom the ntafli Hi- 
fiist movement showed that he had not taken am means to actpmmt I um -ell 
with the locality Ilad he tinned enstwaid lie Mould hau airnetl while the 
Malnatta Diteli had not been completed, and met with no obstacle Instead <>t 
tins he came dnectly m fiont ot a deep mulct, whole it enters the llooghh , 
and foimed of itself so stiong a defence as to icndei the ditch nnnece-sai\ 
Theie was indeed a budge ovei it, but this was delended be a indoubt whieh 
bad lecently been elected, and tlie appioach to it was, moieoeei, flanked In a 
ship of eighteen guns, wlueli had been stationed theie foi that pm pose When 
the point of attack was peiccived the gieatei pait of the Compam’s matchlock- 
men weie posted neai the banks of the nvulet The fud. ot the nabob’s ope- 
rations was to send foiwaicl a detacliment of 1000 men, with foui pieces ot 
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cannon into the adjoining thickets. Here fioni three in the afternoon till adi <j 
tt-irh nn incessant fire was kept tip by both sides without any result At mid ~ 
night nil was still and Easign Fischird who commanded tho redoubt suspectin^ 
from ft hit lit lnd learned on the Coromandel coast of the Indian mode of at nr 
fire that the enemy were buried m sleep crossed the mulct with Ins pnrtv 
“t^ed mid piked their four guns cleared the thickets and returned without 
the loss of a man 

On the following (lay the nnbob changed his tactics. Oinichund 8 chief peon p t*t if « 
had not stabbed himself mortalK and still breathin 0 indignation nnd retenge VfU1> 

!;nd cau ed lumself to !« earned to the rnemy s camp By lus adt ice the attach 
on the north was abandoned and nn entrance was easily effected from the east 
through an noils passages where there were no dt finders. Tlie suburbs were 
thus in tin bands of the enema " ho set fire to the great linzaar nnd took pos 
session of the quarter which had been inhabited by the principal Indian mer 
chants. An unavailing nttemj t was made to dislodge them and the space left 
to the defenders became gruloilK more and more contracted Had the fort 
lieen considered tenable thc\ would probably have at once retired into it nnd 
b\ thus concentrating their efforts made them more eflicient Fort \\ illiam 
how cur like that of Cossimbani* scarcely desen ed the name. It stood near 
tlu. mtr about half way lietwccn the north and south extremities of the Com 
pan\ s territory nnd formed nearly a parallelogram of winch the longest Bides 
the east and west wire each 200 yards the breadth on the south side was 1*10 
and on the north onty 100 yank The walls, not more than four feet thick 
formed the outer side of chamtara, and were in several places pierced with 
windows the terraced roofs of these chambers supplied the place of ramparts. 

The four bastions one at each angle were inch mounted with ten guns, but the 
two on the south side were rendered useless to each other by a line of ware 
houses which had been lmitt contiguous to the wall 1 he roofs of the warehouses 
were howiur strong enough to 1>car tin firing of three pounders which were 
inounte 1 on them Flic c ust gatevvav fonnin 0 a considerable projection was 
mounted with fi\e guns three in front and one on cacli flnnk Besides these 
which formed tho proper works of tho fort a hue of heavy cannon mounted in 
embrasures of solid masonry w as placed outside on the brink of the m er under 
the west wall 

It is plain from tins description how aery little engineering Bkill had been w 
employ od in tho construction of the fort In addition to other disadvantages it <i f«ti 
w as o\ erlookcd by the English Church opposite to tho north cast bastion nnd 
several other bouses belon 0 iyg to the English town which consisted for the most 
part of spacious detached lnclosuns-Tirrd occupied the ground GOO yards towards 
the cast nnd half a mile to the north nnd south of the fort Taking all these 
tilings into consideration it is easy to understand the reluctance of the defenders 
to allow themseh cs to be cooped up w ithin tho fort and their consequent anxiety 



5 LO 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Book III 


ad 1750 to dispute eveiy inch of giound as they weie obliged to lecede llicy accoi d- 
mgly elected thiee battenes, each mounting two eightcen-poundcis and two 
field-pieces, one at the distance of 300 yaids fiom the cast gate, so ns to com- 
mand the pnncipal avenue leading due east fiom it to the Muhiatta Ditch, the 
second m a stieet commencing about 200 yuuls noitli of the foit, and continuing 
in that duection with one ol its sides boidenng on the nvei , and the tlmd 300 
yaids to the south of the foit, at a point where a load leading north and south 
was budged ovei to give passage to a mulct The pnncipal approaches being 
thus secuied, bieast-woiks until palisades were elected in the smallei inlets, and 
tienches weie dug in the moie open giound^ 

Tlio onomys It soon appealed that the defence of the'-e outwoiks lequned a lai greatei 
‘ 0t 5 foice than the gamson could aflbul Es en had the> been sufficiently defended, 
many points lemained by which the enemy could penctiate, and, a\ ailing them- 
selves of the houses and inclosuies, advance, without once losing sheltei, ncai to 
the walls The contest thus became too unequal to be long successfully main- 
tained Postaftei post was neces^aiily abandoned, and thou hole thiee battel les 
weie taken the veiy first day they weie attacked This lcsult spread geneial 
consternation, and, with the exception of the compaiatnely few Emopeans, all 
weie stupified with feai The enemy weie of 00111730 pi opoi tionably embold- 
ened, and not only kept up an incessant flung, but made attempts to escalade 
On one of these attempts, made at midnight, the gocemoi oulcied the diunw to 
beat the geneial alaim, but the summons, though tin ice lepeated, did not 
bung forwaid a single man except those on duty In such .1 state of matteis it 
was impossible foi the biavest and most sanguine not to feel that a fatal issue 
could not be long delayed It was some consolation, how ever, to know that, if 
the woist should happen, the means of escape had been piovnled A ship, and 
seven smallei vessels, and numeious boats, w ith the natives who plied them, 
were lying before the foit As night approached all the Emopeau w'omen weie 
embailced, and at two in the morning a council of wai, to which all the British, 
except the common soldieis, weie admitted, met, to dehbeiate whethei escape 
to the ships should take place immediately 01 be defen ed to the following night 
The council broke up -without any foimal resolution, but, as the immediate 
abandonment was not earned, the natuial conclusion wais that the otliei alter- 
native had been adopted. 


General con 
Bternation 


In the morning, when it was mtended to embaik the Port uguese women and 
childien, a scene of inextricable confusion arose Many of the boats had desei ted 


m the night, and not a few of those which remained w r ei e upset by r oveiciowdmg 
The enemy m the meantime weie not idle Having gained possession of all the 
houses and inclosuies on the banks of the nvei, they shot down the helpless 
fugitives and endeavouied to bum the ship and otliei vessels by means of fiie- 


anows I11 the panic winch now began to pievail many became moie intent on 
then ownpeisonal safety than on any united effoit for the general benefit Two 
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members of council attended by seveial of the militn in superintending the idi <j 
embarkation of the European women had accompanied them to the ship and for 
gotten or been unable to return. Nor was this the worst The ship suddenly 
weighed anchor and the other vessels following m her wake sailed down to 
Govindpore about three miles below Many of the militia believing themselves rth 
abandoned rushed to the boats and quitted the shore Not long after Mr Drake S a row 
the governor seemg only two boats remaining at the wharf and sev eral of Ins maadant 
acquaintance preparing to escape in them followed the disgraceful example 
He was indeed only a civilian and might have some shadow of excuse when he 
entirely forgot himself under the influence of momentary tt rror but what can 
be said for Captain Minclnn the lmlitaiy commander who valuing his own 
precious person more than honour and duty sailed off in the same boat with 
the go\ emor? Can we wonder that for a time those thus foully and mercilessly 
abandoned could do nothing but v ent execrations against the fugitiv es ? 

The soldiers and militia within the fort now numbered only 190 On re 
covering in some degree from their astonishment and indignation they pro 
ceeded to deliberate Their position though fearful was not yet altogether 
desperate and it might therefore be possible by acting with prudence and energy 
to keep the enemy at bay till they could provide themselves with Borne means 
of escape Their first step was to appoint a new gov emor Mr Pearkes as the 
eldest member of council present was entitled to the office but he waiv ed Ins i ft to tt 
light and Mr Hoi well was appointed. The task which thus devolved upon him 
was difficult in the extreme and he appears to liav e performed it with judgment 
On the return of two or tliree boats to the wharf he took the precaution of 
lockup the western gate m order to prevent any more desertions At the same 
time he ordered the ship which was originally stationed opposite to the northern 
redoubt and still remained there to come down immediately to the fort and made 
preparations for continuing a vigorous defence till it should become possible to 
get on board of her 1 he ship immediately weighed anchor and all were buoyed 
with the hope of a speedy rescue when she struck on a sandbank and stuck so 
fast that the crew at once abandoned her This was a fearful disappointment but 
there was still another resource The vessels were still at Govindpore and it 
was not to be imagined that the highest civil and military autliontu s on board 
of them after feeling themselves secure would not recover from their unmanly 
panic and leave no means untried to bring off their abandoned companions 
Indeed no great effort was required for the ship once again before the fort could 
easily have repelled any attempt of the enemy to prevent the garrison fiom 
embarking It was Btrange that the anticipated relief from Govindpore was not 
v olunteered and still stranger that it was not in a manner extorted by all the 
signals of flags by day and fires by night winch the garrison continually threw 
out W ltli a cowardice and heartlessness almost unexampled the ships at Govmd 
pore beheld the signals unmoved and the garrison were abandoned to their fata. 
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The day on winch the slmim fill ill n ilnum lmn tin gain -m t<»-4 j*»nf tie 
encni} w ni inly attacked the hut, but v<i< •» ngiuon 1} tn»t that tin} d< 1 *"i 
about noon, and contented tlutns.hi tinting tin i* * 'T d.*} ? J"! th< u 
ceeclmg night with hotting tin to nil tin **d] n < nt lu»u < » <’p‘ th" ’ ' h»< h 

gaie than a command of tin lumpuH < >n tin bdh.v in » mou.iin- tin a * llort 
became moic detciimm d than i\ei, whil* th< no in "f i* v*'< i p 11} 

becoming focblei and leoblci W !nt» *- urn of tin d h nd* t * ti* r* t ‘in’ “ dh 
the coinage of dorian otln i . \u if < nil. din" <u i h momm" t *i . « pd'.luu.n 
To calm the lattci <ln*~» Mi llolv . 11 < m * 1 <>mn bund * h-> wa ‘di * m t 
m the foit, to unto a let t* i to Mmiuhimd ih* not <-i ll*<**dih 

commanding .i t onhidoiabh bod} ot tin 1* ague/ eiua.ond the* if o,»t ft 
w all Tins It tt.u leijiu it* d him to int<t> 1 v ith th> n b *i> i*u »* t * ‘ton »>t 
hostilities, .is the g ui ison \u 1 1 i* td\ to submit utd**t> «>nK r> ’ t»n 4 m •>* i> r 
to piesci \e then li\ i •> and lmnom 'Jin' *»nl, an i o th* 1 f* t t* *u»d v < a 

detei mined ittunpt to<-*< dad. It \ .• t.pid 1 bu* ft > t* uhd lo lu th> 

comse ot a few hmu-. IwinH h\« ot tb< gun *>n •> » r > I til* l < d< p r»‘«U 
wounded, and si \ out \ moi* had i<<> in d dtghbt hint ’lit* «l*i>*r 

moieoM*!, had intoMntcd tin m ‘1\< * b} lu» 1 mg into th* *<u< * ml \ * r* 

no 1 on go undei conti ol Mi Ib>lw» 11 pi* j* u* d noth* i !< * f* t of md.rtmj >-t 

addicted to Ttoidulllib, and tlmw it o\*i th n«uth« > t 1 > M »*t *• ri l - 1 fh* 

same time hung out a flag ot tuns, m nti-w<t to i«»n v irh v ht h 1 urn v ,* , 
ad\ancingon the put of the < u* m} A pul*} *n n**i, utd u * no* fun It* 1 
when the foit was taken ’Hie dilution *»ldi< i i nde*i\ outing to < »p hVi 
foiced open the western gate Pait ot the * m m\ \ In n tin} * >w u op- a mg 
lushed in, while otlius gained admission bi i *-* doling tin v.di i lei. b\ v 
most absmd annngeuient, it fomud tie abutnunt ot v u*hou-< - Ptutlet 
lesistance was impossible, and the ganison sutundi nng tie u ant -> v. te m td. 
prisoneis 

The captui e being thus dietted on the 21st ot .Tune, the nabob at hie in the 
afternoon, enteied Foit William, and seating hunsdf m state, sitnomided 1.} 
Ins geneial, Meet .Tatliei, and his pimcipil oflictrs teceiud then congratulation-* 
on the gieat achievement which lie had p< i burned Omuhund and Kis-*. ud is-* 
on being piesented to him, weie lcccncd with ci\iht\ Mr Ilnlwell was tluu 
sent foi, and, aftei a sc\eic i epi inland foi the piosuinptmn which had been 
manifested m even daung to defend the foit was told to diiulge the place 
wlieie the wealth of the Company was concealed The tieasui} had ahead} 
been, seal died, and, to the nabob’s infinite disappointment, onh .">0,000 mpees 
(£5000) bad been found m it Could tins be all w Inch be w as to recoil e, instead 
of the countless sums winch had inflamed Ins imagination and pioiokcd his 
rapacity? In two otliei conferences winch lie had with Mr Ilolwell befoie 
seven o clock he returned to the same subject, and then dismissed lnm with 
repeated assurances of personal safety Mi Ilolwell, fiom ivliose nanatiie the 
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account of the subsequent catastrophe a domed ' M,cws tlmt the nabob did a n : 
not mean to aiolatc hie nord and ont> g-uc a gu.erd order Hint the prisoner 
should for that night be secured 

ilr IIolw ell on retumm 0 found lus fellow prisoners surrounded by a strong 



guard whoiLS soon as it was dark ordered them to collect themsoh es arid sit 
down quietly under n \enndab or piazza of nrclad masonry which extended "n t 
on each Ride of the eastern gate in front of the chambers already described as 
!ibuttx» D on the wnlL At this tunc the fictorics both to the n 0 ht and left 
were m flames, and parties wero seen ni0Mn o about with torches and some of 
tilt prisoners linaginetl that it wits intended to suffocate them between two 
fires. Tins was a mistake for the torch liearers were only searching for a phet 
in which to confine them During this search the} were ordered into that part 
of the xtrnndah which fronted the barracks aJon 0 whieh was a large wooden 
j latform for the soldiers to sleep on The prisoners readily obeyed this order 
for it now seemed that the worst which was to happen to them was to spend a 
night on the platform at a season when all the air which could reach them 
through the openings of the piazza was required to tetnptr the excessne heat 
No sooner howeecr were they within the space in front of the barracks than the 
guard nd \ ancing some with pointed muskets others with clubs and drawn scimi 
tars foiced them back into a room at the southern extremity It w as the soldiers 
prison or ns it was generally termed the Black Hole The whole formed i 
cubical space of only eighteen feet completely inclosed by dead walls on all sides 
except tlie w est where two w mdows strongly barred with iron furnished the 
only supplies of air but gn\c no ventilation as at this time no breezes blew 
except from the south and east Few were aware of the nature of the homd 
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ad 1756 place till tliey found themselves examined mi thin it and had the dooi shut 
behind them Then whole numbei was MG 

Hombie It was about eight o’clock when they enteied, and m a veiy few minutes 

Buffenngs ^ dieadtul consequences began to appeal Attempts weie fust made to foice 
the dooi, but it opened mwaids and could not be made to yield All Holwell, 
who had secured a place at one of the windows, seeing an old ofiicei “uho 
seemed to cany some compassion in his countenance,” ofleied him 1000 mpees 
to get them separated into two apaitments He went off, but soon letumed 
saying it was impossible The offei was inci eased to 2000 rupees, but the 
answer was the same The nabob, without whose ouleis it could not be done, 
was asleep, and no man drnst awake him Meanwhile suffocation was doing 
ltswoilc Fust, pi of use peispnation, then lagmg thnst, and lastly, in not a 
few instances, laving madness followed, befoie death lelieved the sufleiei The 
geneial ciy was Watei 1 watei 1 and seveial <kms of it moic furnished by 
the natives outside, some appaiently fiom compassion, but othcis fiom biutal 
meinment, holding up toiches to the windows to enjoy the desperate struggles 
which took place among the unhappy prisoners as each supply was handed in 
From nine to eleven this dieadful scene continued Aftei this the numbei who 
had alieady fallen victims was so gieat that the survivors began to bieath moie 
freely At six m the moinmg an older ai lived to open the pnson It was not 
easily executed, for so many dead bodies weie lying behind the door that 
twenty minutes elapsed before it could be foiced back so as to leave a passage 
Of the 146 who had been thiust into the dungeon only tiventy-thiee came out, 
and these moie dead than alive Stiange to say, one of these was a woman, a 
native of India though of English paientage, and of such personal atti actions 
that Meer Jaffier earned hei off as a tiopliy to Ins haiem 

Heartless Suiajali Dowlali must have been ivell awaie of the baibanty perpetuated, 
nabob 1 at least m his name, if not by Ins autliouty, and yet was so fai fiom showinn 
any signs of humanity and contrition, that when Mi Hoi well, still unable to 
stand, was earned befoie lnm, lie mdely intei logated him as to concealed 
tieasures, tlneatened new injuries if he refused to disclose them, and oideied 
him to be kept a pusoner, he was aecoidingly put in fetters, along with two 
otheis of the survivois who weie supposed to know something of the imagmaiy 
treasuies , the rest weie set at libeity Most of them, unwilling to remain 
within the nabob’s leacli, proceeded to Govmdpoie, but found guaids stationed 
to pi event any communication between the shoie and the Company’s vessels still 
lying there Two or tlnee, however, managed to get on boaid, and bi ought 
tidings which must have wrung the hearts of those n r ho had been msti umental 
m bunging such a catastiophe on their comiades by a double cowaidicc fiist, 
by deseitmg them, and then leaving them to perish unsuccotued “Never, 
pei haps, as Mi Orme justly lemarks, 1 “ was such an opportunity of perfoimmg 

1 History of Mihiai y Tiansactions m Kmdoostan, vol n page 78 
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•V heroic iction -so ignommiouslj neglected for a single sloop w itli fifteen towi e in 
men on board might m spite of all the efforts of the enemj hue come up and 
anchoring under the fort has c earned airaj all who snffeied in the dungeon 

The plunder of Calcutta fell far short of the nabobs expectations Ho 
treasures were forthcoming except those of Omichund who in consequence of 
the hard measure dealt out to lum 
1>> the presidency had not been 
permitted to remo\ e them and is 
said to has c been pillaged of £ 10 000 
in in oik; \ besides many \ aluablcs. 

3 ven the quantity nnd value of the 
Company s merchandise were less 
than nu e ht ha\e been anticipated 
The capture bad been made nt the 
wrong season The investments 
pro\ idcd had been shipped off before 
the previous April when the mon 
soon made imitation impossible 
the imports of the past year )nd 
been mosth dLpo cd of nnd no new 
cargoes bad yet armed from Ln 0 
land. Ow mg to these causes the Company s loss in goods was estimated at not ^ M 
more than £200 000 E\ on of this only a small portion e capetl the hands of m 
the soldiers or the cmbez7lement of the officials who should have accounted 
for it to the treasury The nabob therefore had made on the whole only a 
barren conquest nnd consoled himself for the disappointment in the m inner 
suitable to bis character by pompously changing the name of Cilcutti to 
Almagon or the Pott of God in commemoration of his victory and by mal 
treatm e Mr IIolw ell and Ins tw o companions w ho were sent as prisoners to 
Moorshcdabad nnd subjected to much hardship and indignity The nabob 
flatterm 0 himself that the British would nev or dare to show themselves again 
in Ben o al left "Monichiind in command of Calcutta with a garrison of 3000 men 
and proceeded homewards to carry out the expedition igainst Pumeah which i 
he bad so suddenly abandoned After crossing the Hooghly with his army he 
determined to make the Dutch and French factories feel the weight of Ins dis 
pleasure In passing southward he had imperiously ordered them to jom his 
standard with all their forces They declined and lie now sent a message 
threatening them w itti extirpation if they dul not forthwith send him a large 
contribution by way of fine Ultimately the Dutch compounded for £4 j 000 
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a d 1750 and the French foi £33,000 The difference m favoui of the lattei was probably 
made m consideration of the piesent of gunpowder alieady mentioned 

Pusiiiam The vessels at Govmdpore had not remained theie "with the intention of 

U°t tUe lendei mg any assistance to the Calcutta g.unson On the contimy, yielding 

Govmdpore ou | y to t p eu f ealSj they had continued to sail down the livei, and w ould will- 
ingly have quitted it altogether had they not encounteied a new dangei, which 
frightened them so that they weie glad to letuin to then fonnei anchoiage 
When they weie endeavounng to pass tlie foit of Tanna the cannon, with 
which it had again been mounted, opened upon them, and dio\e two of the 
smallei vessels ashoie This sufficed to spiead a panic through the -whole fleet 
That the dangei was magnified by excessive timidity was pi or ed a few dajs 
after, when two ships fiom Bombay came up the nvei and sustained the file 
of the foit without mjuiy Thus leassmed the fleet again weighed anchor 
passed Tanna -without any loss of the least consequence, and leached the town 
of Fulta, the station of all the Dutch shipping Heie ltwas dctennined toiemam, 
at least till the monsoon should change, piovided the nabob did not intei feie 
Not long aftei then amval they weie joined by se\ eial other slops, and the 
agents fiom the suboidmate factories of Dacca, Balasoie, Szc , who natuially 
anticipated a simdai fate to that which had befallen Cossimba/ai and Calcutta 
In this opinion they w r eie not mistaken, foi the nabob had no soonei leached 
Mooishedabad than he issued oideis foi the confiscation of all the English pio- 
peity within Ins dominions 

sufferings of Though the nabob did not molest the fugitives at Fulta then suflei mgs weie 

"fcliG refu"o°s 

at, Fuita not ovei Evei dieadmg that they might be attacked they thd not ventuie to 
sleep on shoie, and ciow r ded the vessels, wheie they lay, most of them on the 
decks, without shelter exposed to the inclemencies of one of the woist climates 
m the woild, duimg its unhealtlnest season Numbers were m consequence 
carried off by malignant fevei, which infected the wdiole fleet The evils thus 
pioduced by natiual, weie gieatty aggravated by moial causes Many, conscious 
of the kght m wdnch then conduct woidd geneially be viewed, and unable to 
i effect on it without shame and lemoise, endeavouied to exculpate themselves 
at the expense of then neighbouis Much time was thus spent to no piupose 
m mutual leciinnnation, and no couise of united action was possible At last, 
however aftei a cornse of wi angling, the authority of the goveinoi and the 
other membeis of council was acknowledged, and one of then number with 
a militaiy officer set out foi Madias, to lepiesent then condition and solicit the 
necessaiy assistance 
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D Iteration at M drw— Armament eals f Bengal —Recapture of Calcutta— Naval and ult y 
operat on —Treaty of pe-ic w th tl nabob— C pturo of the French f ctory at Chaw! rnago e- 
Recoramenc me t f hostilities— Con p racy to depose tl e n bob— The 1 attle of Flaas y 


intelligence of the dinger impending over the Com \ d u r 
| Xffirj | 1 I«n> s settlements in Bengal reached Madras on the loth of 
July It was not sent off till nfter the capture of the factoiy 
nt Coosimlmar and consequently left room only for conjecture 
f — -v- *•-.*» ns to what might have happened subsequently to that event 
Judgin e by what had happened on other occasions the Madras presidency did state f 
not Mew the matter m a vtry senou3 light ISative governors had repeatedly * 
threatened as much and even done more violence and yet allowed themselves 
to be bought off at 1 vst by a sum of money before proceeding to extremities. 

'VWiy might not the same thing be repeated now? These and similar consi 
derations had the more weight at Madras because that settlement had then full 
employment for the force at its command An application had been made by 
Salabut Jung for assistance to throw off lus connection with the French and it 


lmd been resolved to grant it A war with I ranee was also regarded as mevi 
table and it was known that the Trench government in the prospect of it were 
preparing a pow erful armament for the East In such an ev ent Admiral W atr 
sons squadron then lying m the roads would scarcely be able when united to 
maintain its ground and therefore nothing but the direst necessity would justify 
the despatch of any portion of it to Bengal The same argument applied to the 
land force It was impossible however after the intelligence which had been 
received to ignore it entirely and a detachment of 230 men mostly Europeans 
was despatched for Bengal m the Company s ship Dclaxiarc wluch had recently 
arrived from England. It sailed on the 20tli of July and arming m the 
Hooghly on the 2d of August found the fugitives pining away at Fulto. 
Sickly and dispirited as they were no co operation w as to be expected from 
them and the detachment far too feeble to venture unaided on oflensive ope 


rations liad no alternative but to encamp in tlie vicinity of Tulta whose deadly 


swamps soon made fearful havoc among them 

On the r )th of August the full extent of the Bengal catastrophe became a a 

known at Madras There was now no room for conjecture The nabob had not ga i sol a 
been bought off as many bad too re idily and complacently assumed but had p 
under circumstances of ineffable barbarity inflicted on the Company a heavier 
blow than had evei been sustained before The most flourishing and productiv e 
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AD iT5G of all tlie piesidencies was, m fact, annihilated, and nothing but its icco\eij 
could save the Company fiom nun It is 1 athci stinngc that, with this f.ut 
before them, membeis of tlie Madias council weie found to argue that the 

claims of Salubut Jung ‘•hould still 
ha\e the preference and that the 
claims of Bengal Mould b«* sitiitud In 
sending a lift} -gun ship, and dtputus 
to tieat with the nabob This Mi u 
absurd ns it non appear v ould ha\( 
been adopted li id not mu* of the num- 
bers, pow--ad of soundt i judgment 
and more < nlaigtd expem at' , put the 
matt u in its lint light, and succcided 
after .1 Jongwni of voids, 111 bunging 
o\ei the whole council to his opinion 
The u solution ultimab \\ adopt* d, and 
assented to In Admiral Watson aim 
obtaining the sanction of 1 < ouned 
of Mat, m . is that tin whole ^quadtem 
having on hoaul an adequate land foice, should jnocccd to Bingal 
x’rouous Befoie the armament could sail scneial perplexing points lumnicd to he 

questions to ‘ , , , 

lie soiled decided Who should command the land forces 7 \\ hat should he the extent 

of Ins authonty both m acting and in negotiation 7 In what lelation ought he 
to stand to the late govemoi and council of Calcutt 1 ? Was he to he sub|et t to 
them, 01 to act independent of them? The last of these questions was fust 
consicleied The members of the late Calcutta council, not satisfied with 
wianglmg at Fulta, had each sent sepaiate letters to the Madias piCMdencj, 
and deemed it necessary foi then own exculpation to charge each otliei with 
the giossest misconduct Taking the mattei as they lepiesented it, the} had 
proved tmwoitliy of the authonty with winch they had been imested, 01 weie 
so divided by mutual animosities as to be incapable of exeicising it Still, what 
right had the Madias piesidency to sit in judgment 011 them 7 The thiee pie- 
sidencies weie co-oidmate, and accountable only to the com t of diiectom So 
long, tlierefoie, as the appointment of the Calcutta council lemamed uncancelled 
then juiiscliction within then presidency, notwithstanding the Molence which 
had depnved them of it, was unquestionable Mi Pigott, the goi cmoi of 
Madias, proposed to solve the difficulty by proceeding in peison to Bengal with 
the united poweis of commander-in-chief, and geneial lepiesentativc of the 
Company m all otliei affaus This was meie extravagance How could his 
council invest him with such poweis 7 and if he had them, wliat kind of a com- 
mander was he likely to piove, when his only qualification was the opinion he 
had of his own sufficiency? This pioposal having fallen to the giound, a kind 
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of mid ll< eouryj was adopted b\ acknowledging Mr Dnhc and Ins council as a 
prcrnknct with full powers in mil and commercial affairs, and restrim to — “ — 
thoinsJics, or tin. oflicerwhom tlic\ mi 0 bt appoint independent power in nil 
tiling imlitm 

The m\t |>oint w as the choice of the commander to whom this indcj>ewk»t n u* t 
jmnertvas to Ik. mini IctL Dim. wire on)} three persons in the jnsidtnca w,n,,M ! 
on whom this choice flout 1 fill Colonel \dkrcron ns the fir-t m rank h u\ the 
mo t legitimate claim an 1 was l\ no menus di j>OM.d t> fin go it Id him 
hnweur there were Mn»n w olject ions. H* had mur petnsenice in India and 
as a hin ft K ifluxr not d (undent on tho Gmpnm tdinwrd little deference t> 
their a^ nt* It*-cm howncr frwm his letter ms-rteslln Sr him Malcolm 
111 hi / tfe of Cl M< (\ L 1 J» 117 1*)S1 (lint tin | resident \ In l nt one time 
nsjuM 1 him to unde rt ’ll < this sma with the while of his nnj<st}fi 
t reK- j nn 1 1 rr ^ 1 him t> p\« the neevsenn < (tiers am nltn^h V change 
*f mind nfbnnrd t k j Inn mil thn ju till si it munU » n the ground tint 
he could not « ngn,, to n turn hith r upon < tir resjn t nnd tint the C omjmni 
rhould nft ln\i am part of the phiuhr tint mm 1*. taken t mnnls mm 
ltir*m nl <f the inumn- Jo tin} Jnw mi imntd C >)< ml Laurence had 
all the In Inn exjuninci which \dl rerun wanted nnd hn 1 as we ha\e scon 1 } 
his e x\ h its in tin Cnmntir \ rou 1 U th an ahh an 1 a mi«v* fut w nmor He 
«h*ericd th Utmost ertifil nee nnd Imd he ed tamed the appointment would 
uiidoubte ll\ Im nil 1 1 • lus hlirck It mn\ h i\« Us n f< rtunateh hut the 
unceremonious mnnne r in whuh he appears to liwt km wt asi k required a 
rtrongi r juslifieiti m than Onne ad luces when he kw-h, Tin. climate of Bengal 
was nlicru to nn a t limit ie di*ord<r with which Colonel Ijiwtuico was 
nlf-ct 1 tint it was thought he woul 1 Ik. h ablest from tint incessant acting 
rcqui tte in the auccos t f this c\)*- lit i n if which the Unmnntii n was limited 
t » a linn 

Aft<r \dhrcttii and Lawnnc* wm njerle 1 Chu now m tailed nsgoicmor ai e 
<fI«rtSt Ihul waslhi nil (flnrw)ies clumswen worths of a moments 
const knti m II ha 1 enrlv 1 rou„ht them tin kr the notice of the president:} 
wh ► ha 1 prol xl 1} from the \erj first tunu 1 t<> him as the most eligible coin 
minder I he follow h tter written t> the court of directors Oetohcrllth 
17^C after his appointment nnd arm il at Mndras pies so good nn account of 
his feelings when prepinn„ to w.t out on the expedition which was destined to 
crown hn own fame nnd found the British Indian empire that it descries to ho 
quoted entire — 

Honour \ 1 H I Cl vn l st«.N — I rom mail} hands j on w ill hear t f the capture m 
t f Calcutta b} the Moors and the chain of misfortunes and looses which !mi< 
happencel to the C unpan \ in particular and to the nation m general c\ery 
breast here fCcms filled with grief horror and resentment indeed it is too sad 
a tale to unfull nnd I must bc^ lease to refu }ou to the general letters con 
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sultations, and committees, w Inch "will give urn a full account of thiscul.attoplio 
Upon tins melancholy occasion the go\omoi and council thought piopci to 
summon me to this place As soon ns an expedition was 1 evolved upon, 1 ofierrd 
my seivice, winch was at last accepted, and I am now upon the point of nn- 
bailung on hoaicl Ins majesty s srjuadion, with a fun* body of Europeans full 
of spmt and lesentment foi the insults and baibauties inflicted on *n man} 
Butisli subjects I flattei rnjsclf that tins expedition will not end with the 
taking of Calcutta onl}, and that the Compam s e-date m thoa -4 pints will he 
settled m a hettei and moie lasting condition than e\ei J lieu is le-i icn t >on to 
appieliencl a check fiom the nabob’s foiee-i than lioin the nature ol the climate 
and countiy The news ol a wni may likewise intcifcn with the sim « of tins 
expedition, howevei, should that happen, and hostilities Iw comnuneed m 
India, I hope we shall be able to dispose 1 --, the Fundi of Ohandt rnagou* and 
leave Calcutta in a state of defence I have a true senu of uu dut\ toxin 
countiy and the Company, and I big hn\e to nwne }ou that nothing shall he 
wanting on my pait to nnswei the ends of an midei taking on which ‘ovciy 
much depends Success on this occasion will fill the measme of m} p»},.tsit 
will fix me in the esteem of those to whom I have the lionoin to sub-cube, w ith 
gieat lespect B Cl i\ l» ’ 

In anothei lettei to a dnectoi he says— "A lew weeks ago I was happih 
seated at St Da\icVs, pleased with the thoughts of obtaining com confidence 
and esteem, by my application to the cml branch of the Company’s affairs, and 
of impiovmg and mci easing the investment, but the fatal blow given to the 
Company’s estate at Bengal has superseded all othci considerations, and I am 
now at this piesidency upon the point of embaiking on boaul his majeatv s- 
squadion, with a veiy eonsideiable body of tioops, to attempt the lecovei} of 
Calcutta, and to gam satisfaction fiom the nabob foi the losses which the Com- 
pany have sustained m those paits The lecaptuie of Calcutta appears no veiv 
difficult task, but oui furtliei piogiess foi l educing the nabob to such teims as 
the gentlemen of Calcutta may think satisfactory, is piecauous and doubtful 
fiom the piospect of a war which may not allow time foi such an undei taking 
You may be assuied I will nevei turn my back to Bengal, if not oideied fiom 
tlience, without trying my utmost effoi ts towaids obtaining the clesned success” 
Two months having been spent m debate, the expedition did not sail till 
the 16tli of Octobei The squadion consisted of the Kent, of sixty-fom , be.umg 
Admual Watson’s flag, the Cumberland, of seventy, beating Admual Pococke’s 
flag, the Ttger, of sixty, the Salisbury, of fifty, the Bndgcxuiter, of twenty 
guns, and a fiie-ship, togethei with tlnee Company’s ships, and two smallei 
vessels as tianspoits The land foiee, undei Colonel Clive, consisted of 900 
Euiopeans, 250 of them belonging to Adlei cion’s legiment, and 1500 sepoys 
The mstiuctions lecommended the attack of Mooisliedabad itself, if tlie nabob 
lefused lediess, and tlie captine of Chandeinagoie if wai with Fiance should 
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be declared The lateness of the season nearly pro\ed fatal to the fleet The iDi j 
northern monsoon was setting m and the currents from the north were so 
strong that dunn^ tlie first twelve diys instead of making progress it was 
earned six degrees of latitude to the south of Madras. As the only practicable tl , 
passage it was necessary to cross the Bay of Bengal and then proceeding 
north along the eastern coast where the currents are less felt recross when 
opposite to Bolasore and thus gam the entrance to the Hooghly The fire ship 
unable to stem the violence of the monsoon bore away to Ceylon the Mai l 
borough sailing lieav lly fell belund and the Cumberland and Salisbury m 
making for Balosore Roads struck on a sandbank winch stretches out sev eral 
miles from Point Palmyraa Both got off but the C umbci land unable to 
continue her course was driven south to \ izagapatam Ultimately on the 
20tli of December more than two months after leaving Madras and exactly 
half a year from the day when Calcutta was taken Fulta was reached by the 
whole squadron except the Cumberland and Mai thorough Their absence 
w is a serious loss as 2o0 of the European troops were on board the one and 
most of the heavy artillery had been shipped in the other Little addition to 
their strength w as obtained at X ulta for half of the detachment under Majoi 
Kilpatrick were dead and the remainder so sickly that not more than thirty were 
fit for duty Some degree of order how ever had been restored by i despatch 
from the court of directors appointing Mr Drake and three other members of 
council a select committee for the conduct of all pohtical and military affairs 
Major Kilpatrick previously associated with them and Admiral Watson and 
Colonel Clive now added increased the w hole number to s( \ en 

Letters bad been procured at Madras fiorn Mr Pigott tbe governor Maliomed operat 
All Nabob of Arcot and Sal abut Jung Soubalidar of the Deccan exhorting comn ‘ 
Surajah Dow lab to give redress for the wrongs he had inflicted and these 
along with others wo-itten by Admiral Matson and Colonel Clive were sent 
open to Momcbund governor of Calcutta. On receiving for his answer that lie 
durst not forward to Ins master letters couched in such menacing terms it was 
resolved to commence hostilities forthwith Accordingly the whole fleet molud 
ing the vessels previously at Fulta quitted it on the 27th Decembei and next 
day anchored ten miles below tbe fort of Budge Budge Tins fort situated on 
a commanding point on the same side of tbe mer as Calcutta, and only twelve 
miles south west from it by land though double that distance by water was the 
first object of attack It w as not expected to offer any resistance and the only 
anxiety felt was to make prisoners of tbe garrison while they were m'ikin 0 their 
escape With this view an ambuscade was devised At suiuet Clive landed 
with 500 men of the battalion and all the sepoys and proceeded under the 
direction of Indian guides across a country full of swamps and intersected by 
numerous deep rivulets Tbe mere march must liav e been full of hardship but 
this w as s reatly increased by the neglect to provide any bullocks for draught 
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or bui den Then place was necessarily supplied by the men themselves, who 
had to cbag along two field-pieces and a timbiel of ammunition They set out 
at four m the afternoon, and did not leacli the vicinity of Budge Budge till eight 
next morning The whole maich by land loolcs like a blundei , and, indeed, is 
so characterized by Clive lumself, who says, m a private lettei to Mi Pigott, 
that it was much against Ins inclination, and that he applied to the admnal l’oi 
boats to land them at the veiy place wheie they ainvcd, aftei suflenng “haul- 
ships not to be described ’ 1 This blundei , tliei efoi e, was not Ins , but thei e was 
another of a still moie senous natiue fiom which he cannot be so easily excul- 
pated The place occupied on aiming was a laige hollow, piobably a lake m 
the lainy season, as it was ten feet below the lei el of the plain It s\ as a mile 
and a half noith-east of the foit, a mile fiom the mei, and half-a-nnle east of a 
higlnoad leading to Calcutta The eastern and pait of the southern banks of 
the hollow weie sluited by a village, an Inch seemed to haAe been lecentl) aban- 
doned The two field-pieces Aveie placed on the noi th side of this soilage The 
plan of the ambuscade svas as folloAvs The gienadiers and 300 sepo}SA\eie 
detached to take possession of a Aillage on the bank of the irvei adjoining the 
Avail of the foit The company of volunteers A\eie posted m a thicket on the 
Avest side of the load Clive with the lest of the tioops continued in the hol- 
low It svas expected that svhen the gamson m the foit discos’eied the troops m 
possession of the soilage adjoining the noith as all, they svould mistake them foi 
the svliole of the attacking force, and undei that impression endeavouied to 
escape by making foi the higlnoad While they ss r eie hastening along it the 
volunteeis, opening upon them fiom the thicket, would dirve them towards the 
hollow, where then slauglitei oi captuie would be easily effected 

The idea of dangei to themselves seems nes'ei to have entered the mmd of 
the commandei oi Ins soldiers They weie all svom out with fatigue, and to 
make then lest moie easy weie allowed to quit then aims Even the oidinary 
precaution of stationing sentinels was neglected, and m a fesv minutes the} 7 
sveie all asleep Not so the enemy The piesious day Momchund had amved 
fiom Calcutta svith 1500 lioise and 2000 foot He svas nosv encamped with 
them within a distance of two miles, and basing by means of spies made lnmself 
acquainted svith all Clive’s anangements, was only svatchmg the opportunity to 
turn them against himself The tioops, huddled m the hollow oi scattered m 
the village, had not lam dosvn above an hour when a smiley fiom the east side 
of the village suddenly broke then slumbeis The soldieis lushed m alaim to 
that part of the hollosv where then arms sveie giounded Had a retieat out of 
the reach of the enemy s fiie been oideied a fatal panic svould piobably have 
ensued, but Clive, whose piesence of mmd never foisook him, made Ins men 
stand firm, and detached two platoons which forced their svay into the sillage at 
the point of the bayonet This gave time to the artillerymen, svlio on the fiist 

1 Malcolm’s Memoirs of Loid Cine, \ol 1 page 153 
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alarm had rushed into the hollow to regain their guns and open a fire under a d nw 
which that of the enemj soon slackened Fortunate!} for Clrve Momchund 
wis a coward and on receiving a hall through the turban was so fn B litened 
that he thought onl} of flight According to Orme had the cavalr} advanced 
md charged the troops in the hollow at the same time that the mfantr} began 
to fire upon the village it is not improbable that the war would have been 
concluded on the very first trial of hostilities 1 This is questioned b} Sir John 
Malcolm who sa>s that owing to the thick jungle cav airy had no means 
of advancing except thiough openings where the} must hav e been seen and the 
possibilit} of surprise defeated. Sir John from his profession must be ad 
imtted to be the more competent authont} of the two hut in lus real to 
defend the honour of Ins hero forgets the time and manner of the surprise If 
as he admits there were openings through which cavalr} might have penetrated 
how could the} have been seen in the darl and b} men who were fast asleep ? 

A gross mistake was undoubtedl} committed and though Clive did all that 
could be done to i< pair it it cannot be denied that his success on tins occasion 
was due far less to conduct than to good fortune 

Immediately on Momchund s retreat the whole of the troops were marched b dg b i 
to the village adjoining their fort and theie found the Rent which had outsailed 
the other \ essels anchored in front of it The assault w as deferred till next day 
and to assist in it 250 sailors were landed One of these who had got drunl 
straggled up to tin ditch crossed it scrambled ov er the rampart and seeing no 
sentinels hallooed to the ad\ anced guard that he had taken the fort It was 
indeed evacuated b} the enem} who had onl} waited till it was dark enough 
to conceal their retreat 

The impression produced by the affair at Budge Budge w as somewhat n uit r 
singular The British astonished at the resolution displa}ed in venturing to 
attack them began to tlunk that the} had underrated the Bengal troops and 
even Clive was dispirited. In the letter to Mr Pigott alread} referred to he 
so,} s T ou will find b} the return that our loss m the skirmish near Budge 

Budge was greater than could well be spared If such skirmishes weie to be 
often repeated he afterward adds I cannot take upon me to give my senti 
ments about our future success against the nabob m the open field the little 
affair above mentioned was attended, with every disadvantage on our side 
Indeed I fear we shall labour under man} of these disadvantages 
when attacked by the nabob and I take it for granted he will be down 
before the Cumberland and Marlborough can arrive On the other hand 
Momchund who had formed rather a contemptible opinion of the British from 
the facility with which Calcutta had been taken now magnified their prowess 
in order to palliate his own defeat and no sooner reached Calcutta than he 
quitted it leaving only 500 men in the fort and proceeded northward to com 
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mnmcate his terroi, fiist at Hooghly, and afterwaids to the nabob himself at 
Moorsliedabad 

To pi event the fleet from coming up the liver, Moniclnind had pxepaied a 
numbei of slops, laden with bricks, intending to sink them m the nanowest 
pait of the channel, neai Tanna The appeal ance of the sloop-of-wai fiustrated 
the execution of this scheme , and the lest of the fleet, leaving Budge Budge on 
the 30th of Decembei, anchoied on New-yeai’s Day opposite to Tanna, which 
was abandoned without flung a shot The next morning Cine, vith the 
gieatei pait of the troops, landed at Aligui, a foit opposite to Tanna, and 
advanced by the lnglnoad on Calcutta Admnal Watson, vuth the Kent and 
Tiger, arnved befoie him opposite Foit William, and by the foice of then can- 
nonade compelled the enemy, in bttle moie than tvo hours, to evacuate both 
the foit and the town A detachment sent aslioie, undei command of Captain 
Coote, immediately took possession When Clive arm ed he natmally expected 
to be lecogmzed as militaiy govemoi of Calcutta, and was mortified aboie 
measuie when Coote showed a commission fiom Admnal Watson, by vhich he 
was himself appointed govemoi, and specially instructed not to delivei up the 
place till further oideis This was anotliei of the many instances of collision 
arismgfiom jealousies and misundei standings between Ins majesty’s and the 
Company’s officeis At first, as neitliei paity would give wa}’, the aflaii assumed 
a very threatemng appeaiance Clive, admitted into the foi t, insisted on letam- 
mg the command of it, while the admnal tlneatened if he did not evacuate to 
file upon him Before such extremities weie 1 esoi ted to explanations took place, 
and a compiomise was effected, by which Clive waived his claim to the command 
on the assui ance that it would aftei wards be given him In accoi dance until 
this arrangement Admiral Watson lemamed m possession, and the next da} r 
delivered up the foit to the Company’s repiesentatives m the king’s name 

This last pioceedmg throws some light upon the quanel, and shows that 
more was involved m it than at fust sight appears Fiom the very fiist, befoie 
it was known what view the court of directois would take. Mi Drake and Ins 
colleagues insisted that, notwithstanding the loss of Calcutta, then authouty 
lemamed entne, and hence Mr Manmngham, the membei of council whom they 
had sent as their deputy to Madias, formally piotested against the mdependent 
powers with which Clive was invested by this piesidency The case was still 
stronger now, for a new commission had arnved fiom England expiessly em- 
powering Mr Drake and three of the council to conduct all the political and 
nuhtaiy affans of the presidency It is not to be supposed that if the govern- 
ment of Madras had been aware of tins commission they would have made Clive 
independent of it, and tkeiefore it was not umeasonable to expect that when 
he arrived and found them legularly installed m office, he would either resign 
his independent poweis, or at least keep them m abeyance Such was not his 
view, but it seems to have been Admiral Watson’s, and hence then quarrel, 



Chap X] 


ATTACK. ON BOOGHIA 


55a 

-which had nothing personal in it originated in a determination on the part of ad i 
the one to uphold the authority of the Calcutta committee and on the part of 
the other to give effect to the instructions which he had receded <it Madras 
How bitterly Cli\ e felt at the treatment he had recen ed appears from several 
passages in a private letter to Mr Pigott — Between friends he sa>s Ici „ 
cannot help legretting that I e\ er undertook this expedition The mortifications *** 1 
I ha\e recen ed from Mr Watson and the gentlemen of the squadron in point 
of prerogativ e are such that nothing but the good of the service could induce 
me to submit to them Speaking of the commission granted to Captain Coote 
he characterizes it as a dirty underhand contrivance earned on in the most 
secret manner under a pretence that I intended the same thing which I declare 
never entered my thoughts Again referring to the true cause of all the mis 
understandings and heartburnings he observes The 0 entlemen here seem 
much dissatisfied at the authority I am -vested with It would be contradicting 
my own sentiments if I was not to acknowledge that I still possess the opinion 
that the gentlemen of Madras could not have taken a step more prudent oi more 
consistent -with the Company s interests foi I am sony to saj the loss of private 
property and the means of recov enng it seem to be the onl} objects which take 
up the attention of the Bengal gentlemen Farther on he gives utterance to 
the same opinion in still harsher and even rancorous terms — I would have 
X ou guard against e\ erj tlim 0 these gentlemen can eay for believ e me the} are 
bad subjects and rotten at heart and will stick at nothing to piejudice jou and 
the gentlemen of the committee indeed how should They do otherwise when 
they have not spared one another? I shall onl} add their conduct at Calcutta 
finds no excuse even among themselves and that the riches of Peru and Mexico 
should not induce me to dwell among them Clive could not entertain an 
opinion without acting upon it and therefore when the committee sent lnm a 
letter demanding that he should place himself under them lie answered I do 
not intend to make use of my power for acting separately from jou without 
you reduce me to the necessity of so doing but as far as concerns the means of 
executing these powers } ou wall excuse me gentlemen if I refuse to give these 
np I cannot do it without forfeiting the trust reposed in mi by the select com 
unttee of I ort St George 

Intelligence having been received that the iecapture of Calcutta had thrown Att k 

^ 0 z lloo bly 

the enemy into great consternation and th it the nabobs army would not be 
ready for some time to march from Moorsliedabad it was determined to take 
advantage of the mterv al by assuming the aggressive and attacking Hooghlj 
Tins place situated on the n 0 ht bank of the nvei twenty seven miles above 
Calcutta was regaided as the rojal port of Bengal and had thus an adven 
titious importance in addition to that which it deuved from its wealth md 
population. As the object now was to bnn 0 the nabob to terms as speedily as 
possible the capture of it was good strategy as nothing seemed better ealeu 
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At> 1757 lated to convince him of the disasters which he might hung upon himself l>y 
continuing obstinate The town, though open, Mas gu.uded by 3000 men, and, 
moieover, defended by a foit with a gamson of 2000 men Considering the 
importance of the means of defence, the foice employed m the attack seems 
very inadequate It consisted of only a twenty-gun ship, a sloop of wni, and 
thiee othei vessels, having on boaid 150 Euiopeans and 200 sepojs, undei the 
command of Major Kilpatuclc and Captain Coote It was expected to leach 
Hooghly m one tide, but a delay of five days took place m consequence of the 
7 ...ship having struck upon a sandbank The intended suipnse was thus a failme, 
' ' and the enemy, foiewained, had ample time to piepare then means of resistance 
Such, however, was then pusillanimity oi dismay, that the 3000 men in the 
Town only saw the Bntish tioops landed, and then made ofl without lislung an 
encounter The fort ivas battei ed by the vessels till night, and then attacked 
lpdwo divisions, one of them by feint on the mam gate, while the othei, con- 
sisting oTyx paity of tioops and sailors, undei Captain Coote, stormed at the 
bieach Tlfc gainson, seemg then assailants on the lampaits, fled out precipi- 
tately at the lessei gate These easy successes made the Bntish over-confident 
and Captain Coote, who had pioceeded thiee miles to the north with only fifty 
Euiopeans and 100 sepoys, and dcstioyed seveial gianaues of nee, nanowh 
escaped as he was leturmng, fiom being ovenvhelmed by the fugitive troops 
who, unknown to lnm, weie lying m the neighbourhood watching Ins move- 
ments By smgulai good fortune and dextenty lie disengaged lnmself without 
the loss of a single man If, as Mi Mill gratuitously asserts, without adducing 
any authority, the capture of Hooghly was undertaken “ solely with a view to 
plunder,” 1 the lesult must have been disappointment, as the value of all that 
was obtained was estimated only at £15,000 
^between During the expedition to Hooghty, intelligence anived that the long 
tun ana expected wai between Great Bntam and Fiance was actually declaied The 

France 

state of matteis m Bengal thus assumed an ominous appeaiance The Fiencli 
had 300 Euiopeans and a tiam of artilleij^ at Cliandernagoie, and it w T as feaied 
that they would at once join the nabob In that case the Bntish would in all 
probability be ovei matched The whole foice then m Bengal would scarcely 
enable them to keep the field, and to all appearance the laigei pait of it was 
about to be witlidiawn, as the Madias piesidency, alaimed foi then own safety, 
had dnected Clive to return as eaily as possible with wdiat tioops could be 
spaied A vigoious .and successful prosecution of the wai against the nabob 
being, m consequence, deemed hopeless, the tone of the Bengal select committee 
was immediately loweied, and they lesolved to lose no time m endeavouimg to 
negotiate a peace With this view they opened a communication with the 
bankei, Juggut Seat, and condescended to leqnest him to mediate m then 
behalf The nabobs feais had formeily inclined lnm to come to teims, but tbe 


1 Will’s Bntish India, vol m page 17o 
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attack on Hooghly made him funous and his army -was immediately ordered id i 
to march southward and avenge it Juggut Seat aware that the time for ne^o 
tiation had passed and afraid to implicate himself by interceding m behalf of attempt t«, 
those whom the nabob had ogam doomed to destruction -ventured no further 
than to instruct Runjeet Roy his ablest agent to accompany the army and at 
the same time correspond with Clive Omicliund was also m the nabobs tram 
During the nabobship of All Verdy Khan he obtained the far largest '•hare of 
the contracts by which the Company provided their shipments Tim lucra 
trve employment he had lost because the Companv imputing a deterioration 
m the quality of the goods to his avance had determined instead of employing 
contractors to deal at first hand with the producers themselves His offence at 
this change was the mam to round of the suspicion bv which the presidency 
thought themselves justified in imprisoning him and preventing the removal of 
his goods from Calcutta when it was attacked. His fortunes had in conse- 
quence been shattered for besides the large sum of money found in his trea 
sury his loss by the destruction of houses and other property was immense 
His whole thoughts and efforts were now employed in obtaining compensation 
For this purpose the favour of the nabob and of the Company wire equally 
necessary to him The former he had secured by ingratiating lumstlf with 
Mohun Loll thi principal favounte at the court of Moorshedabad the latter 
he now hoped to recover by aiding their endeavours to procure a peace The 
Company has thus two influential agents m the nabobs camp For the time 
however they seemed to have failed and the nabob continued to advance 

In the eagerness to negotiate the necessity of providing against the only 11 
alternative had not been overlooked. About a mile to the north of Calcutta cont 
and half that distance from the hank of the nver a camp had been fortified * 

The spot was well chosen for having the nver on the wpst and a large lake nd 
extensive marshes about two miles bey ond the Mahratta Ditch on the east an 
enemy from the north could not enter the Company’s territory without coming 
in sight of it The artillery which had hitherto been the great want had at 
length been supplied by the arrival of the Marlborough On the 30tli of 
January the nabobs army began to cross the river about ten miles above 
Hooghly Very fortunately it had not been joined by the trench who threw 
away an excellent opportunity of crippling if not crushing their rivals by 
revivm e the chimerical idea of neutrality between the two companies while 
war w as~raging between their respective nations. Even without the French as 
auxiliaries the nabob seemed so formidable that ev en after Ins army had began 
to cross pioposals of peace were forwarded to him He received them with 
great apparent cordiality and at the same time continued his march On the 
2d of February lie proposed a conference with deputies hut failed to keep his 
promise of sending them passports. The very next morning the van of Ins 
army was seen ndv racing at full march from the noitli east Trom the nature 
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ad 1-57 of the ground then progiess might easily have been .stopped , but Clive, umvill- 
' mg either to divide his foice 01 to commence hostilities while the least hope 
of accommodation lemained, allowed them to pass Most of them ‘plead them- 
selves along the gionnd outside the ditch, but a piedatoiy lioide, aimed onl} 
with clubs, entered the Company’s temtoiy, and vcie engaged in pillaging the 
houses of the natives m the noitli pait of the tovn, vhen a detachment posted 
at Pen mg’s Redoubt salhed out and expelled them New bodies of the enemy 
continued to anive, and coolly began to entiench themsehes m a huge gaidcn 
midway between the head of the lake and the ditch, and about a mile and a 
half from the Bntisli camp This insult was not to be borne, and }et the only 
punishment which it piovoked was an mefiective cannonade 
The nabobs Next morning the mam body of the enemy appealed, following thednection 
to the of the van, but so eageily was the hope of a possible accommodation still clung 
deputiTa' ” to, that on the nabob again pioposmg a confeience .it a Milage six miles to the 
noith, two deputies were sent On amvmg they found, as might haic been 
anticipated, that the nabob had staited some horns befoie They followed on 
Ins tiack, and found lum seated m cpiaiters which he had taken upm Onuchund’s 
gaiden, in the noith-east pait of the Company’s territory, vitlnn the ditch 
It is difficult to account for the meitness manifested by Clive on this occa- 
sion All the advantages denved fiom his foitified camp wcie appai ently lost 
without any attempt to turn them to account, and at least pait of the 
enemy had without molestation interposed between him and Calcutta The 
deputies might now have consideied then business at an end The nabob b} 
hastening on with his army, without waiting foi them, had given the most 
significant intimation of lus designs They weie determined, liowevei, not to 
be balked of an interview, and succeeded m obtaining it Rojdullub, the 
dewan, on then introduction to him by Runjeet Roy, deemed then application 
for an interview, under the cncumstances, so strange, that he suspected them of 
being assassins, and insisted on having then swoids They lefused to be so 
insulted, and weie conducted to the dwbar 01 council Besides the nabob and 
Ins principal officers, many otlieis of inferior degiee weie piesent These had 
apparently been selected foi the laigeness of then stature, and the feiocity ot 
their countenances To give them a still moie terrific appeal ance the}’ weie 
dressed m thick stuffed di esses, with enormous tiubans, and kept scowling at 
the deputies, as if they only waited the signal to muider them After expostu- 
lating with the nabob for entenng the Company’s limits, while amusing them 
with offers of peace, the deputies pioduced a papei of pioposals The nabob, 
after reading them and retelling to the dewan, dismissed the assembly The 
deputies, on leaving, were whispered by Omichund to take caie of themselves 
Alarmed befoie, they now set no limits to their feais, and, oideimg then- 
attendants to extinguish the lights, that the path they took might not be seen, 
hastened off without waiting to confer with the dewan 
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Ihe report of the deputies left no room for further negotiation and Cine ibi r 
determined to attach, the nabobs camp in the morning Ills forco consisted of 
G 0 mtn forming the Turnpenn battalion 100 artillerymen with sex field 
pieces bOO *.po\s, and COO sailors who had been landed at midnight and At.«k t y 
nniusl with firelocks. Ihc enun} mustered about 40 000 inen most of them °u», U 
encamped between the ditch and the lake but a considerable part with the mp 
general Moor Tnfhcr within the ditch to protect the nabob ui Ins quarters m 
Omichnnd s garden. The nttacl was made but {roved far less successful than 
had Ik on anticipated. Clivi in a letter addressed to the secret committee at 
home gi\es this sumnnn account of the matter — About three o clock in the 
monuiv l marched out w ith ncarh mj whole force leaving onlv a few Turo 
{nans, with 200 new raised bucksarees to guard our camp Ybout kin. vie 
entered the «ncin> scamp m a thick fog and crossed it m about two hours 
doing con iderahlc execution Had the fog cleared up as it usually docs about 
o n hlo click when arc wen. entire mast rs of tlie camp w ithout the ditch the 
action must bait !>ecn decisive instead of which it thickened and occasioned 
our mistaking the wav The loss on his jvirt wns severe amounting to 120 
lump* ana 100 fopov* and two field pieces and his troops were not onl} 
dispinteil hut Mamed the attack as ill-coiiccrtc<l Onnc is dtcidcdl} of tins 
opinion and says that tlie men ought to have assembled at Pcmngs Redoubt 
which is not half a mile from Omichunds garden to which the} might have 
marched in a spacious road capable of ndmiltmg twelve or lift con men abreast 
fins seems plausible but an obvious objection is, Hint b} that arrangement 
facilitv of attack would have been purchased hj leasing the nabob an cas} 
outht to join the mam IxkI} of Ins arm} and tbits escape B} beginning with 
the mam body and proceeding gradualls tow arils the nabobs head quarters lie 
tool the best means to secure Ins pcr-mi and to all appearance would lm\o 
succeeded hut for a natural event of unusual occurrence and therefore not 
anticipate h Tlie moral ifi ct howev r was as grcit as if the success lmd 
l>otn complete, Iho nabob having recuveil a practical specimen of the kind 
of cncmj he had to dial with was much more disposed to bo pacific. 

The virv next dav after the nttack he employed Runjcet Rov to write a Th boh 

* . >11 o t Intimidated 

letter containing proposals of peace and under the pretext of proving Ins «> i i<« 
sincerity though prolnbl} more vv ith a view to lus own personal safety retired pcae 
with his whole ann\ and encamped about three miles north cast of the lake 
Here after various messages of negotiation brou 0 ht and earned bj Runjtet 
Roj and Omichund a treat} was concluded on the 0th of JTebrunr} Its lead 
in" terms were — that the nabob should restoic theCompan} sfictones but with 
onl} such of the plundered effects as had been regtilnrl} brought to account in 
the books of lus gov eminent — permit them to fortif} C ilcutta m an} w a} they 
should tbinl expedient — exempt all merchandise with their dustuks ftom fee 
or custom — and confinn all the privileges granted to them since their first 
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ad 17 >r ainval m the countiy The nabob, now as anxious foi friendship as he had 
pieviously been bent on hostile measmcs, thought the Leaf} did not go fai 
enough, and, only tin ce days aftei concluding it, -pioposed an alliance oflen- 
sive and defensive against all enemies This was exactly what Clive "wished, 
and the new aiticle, biought by Omiclnind, was letmncd bv linn latificd tin* 
same day 

Defects m The tieaty did not meet the views of all paitics at Calcutta hile it was 
tiTinbob undei consideiation, Admnal Watson with chaiactenstie bluntno-s% cautioned 
Cliv r e against tiustmg to the nabob's ptomises “ Till he is w< 11 thiashed, don t, 
sn, flattei yotuself he wall he inclined to pence Let ns, thcrcfoie, not he ovn- 
leached by Ins politics, but make use of mu .11111% winch will be much mom 
pievalent than any tieaties 01 negotiations ’ Mam, moicovei, v tie dissatisfied 
with the teuns, and expiesscd then disappointment th.it no compensation had 
been piovided foi the looses of pm ate suffeiem, not a few of whom lmd been 
absolutely mined by the pillaging ot Calcutta '1 hem case had not been over- 
looked, and Clive had biought it specially undei the nabob’s notn c On finding, 
howevei, that he gave only pi onuses, but infused to conic undei run fonnal 
obligation on the subject, lie could not pci mil the claims of mdmdu ds to stand 
in the way of what he believed to he “the mteiest of the Company ” In a 
pnvate lettei to the chanman of the comt of dneetois, he states the gi omuls on 
ciivee jus v/lnch he acted with gxcat foice and clearness ‘ If I had onlv consulted the 
oflt mteiest and leputation of a soldiei, the conclusion ot this ])eace might easily 

have been suspended I know', at the same time, tlieie aic man} who think I 
have been too piecipitate m the conclusion of it, but sui el} those who aic of 
this opinion nevei knew that the delay of a day 01 tvv o might hav e 1 tuned the 
Company’s affairs, by the junction of the Fiench with the nabob which was oil 
the point of being earned into execution They nevei consideied the situation 
of affans on the coast, and the positive oideis sent me by tlie gentlemen tlieie, 
to letum wutli the majoi pait of the foices at all events, they nevei consideied 
that, with a wai upon the coast and m the province of Bengal at the same time, 
a tiadmg company could not subsist without a great assistance fiom the govern- 
ment, and, last of all, they nevei consideied that a long wai, attended tlnough 
the whole course of it with success, ended at last with the expense of moie than 
fifty lacs to the Company ” These views ai e well expi essed, and pi ove that Chv e 
was a statesman as well as a wamoi They fail, liowevei, to meet one veiy 
obvious objection to the treaty It provided no guarantee of any kind foi its 
observance, and thus left the nabob at full liberty to disiegaid it whenevei he 
might think he could do so with impunity It was theiefoie meiely a pionnse, 
and what this was worth from such a quai ter Chve himself tells us in the same 
letter, when he says “It cannot be expected that the piinces of tins countiy, 
whose fidelity is always to be suspected, wall lemam firm to then promises and 
engagements fiom principle only It is, tlierefoie, become absolutely necessaiy 
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to keep up a respectable force m this province for the future If so it follows a d i « 
as an obvious inference that m treating with such princes obligations written 
or verbal are m themselves worthless and that to give them any value they 
ought always to be accompanied with a material guarantee which would operate 
as a penalty m the event of their being violated. It will be seen that Clive at 
a later period of his career both saw this necessity and acted upon it 

Next to peace with the nabob the olyect nearest Clives heirt was the T p * 
destruction of the French interest m Bengal It seemed to follow from the terms cband 
of the offensive and defensive alliance against all enemies that the nabob could 
no longer continue to give any countenance to the French and therefore on 
the very day when the alliance was ratified Clive told Omicliund to sound him 
on the subject and endeavour to obtain lus consent to an attack on Chander 
nagore He detested the very idea and with good reason for not only did the 
revenue gam considerably by the French trade but good policy dictated that 
the rival companies might be employed as mutual checks on each other and 
prev ent the danger to w Inch the native gov eminent might be exposed if one 
of them were allowed to gam an entire ascendency The nabob therefore made 
no secret of his unwillingness to withdraw his protection from the French but 
as he only temporized and did not expressly prohibit the attack Clive deter 
mined to carry it into effect A\ith this view on the 18th of February he 
crossed the river with lus troops a few miles above Calcutta. The French had 
no difficulty m penetrating Ins design and immediately 1 aimed the nabobs 
protection Their messengers found him on lus return homewards at Auga 
deep about forty miles south of Moorshedabad and having succeeded in con 
vmcing him that their destruction would endanger Ins own safety induced lnm 
to wnte a letter peremptorily forbidding the attack Not satisfied with thus 
interfering in their helnlf he made them a present of 100 000 rupees gave 
orders to Nuncomar now governor of Hooghly directly to assist them if lus 
prohibition was disregarded and even made preparations for sending back 
Aleer Jaffier with half lus army to encamp at Ghandemagore. ^On seeing the 
nabob thus decided Cliv e made a merit of necessity and in conjunction with 
Admiral Watson gave both v erbal and written assurances that the nabob a 
wishes in the matter would be stnctlv attended to and that the attack would 
not be made without lus sanction^ As it thus appeared that the French were 
not to he crushed by violence the next best thing was to secure their neutrality 
and with this view not only were negotiations resumed hut a treaty was 
actually draw n up and only w aited to he signed when at the last moment a 
demur took place The Trench commissioners when the question was put to 
them admitted that they w ere acting only in their own name and could not 
bind the government of Pondicherry Though it must be admitted that a treaty 
made under such circumstances would have been futile the conduct of the 
British nos not in B enuous It is difficult to believe that they were not from 
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the hist aware of the defect of powers which the} now pretended to ha\e 
discoveied, oi that they had evei intended to do moic than amine the Ficnch, 
while they weie employing all kinds of influence to oveicome the nahoh’s 
leluctance to the pioposed attack In this mtngue the ptinup.il parts were 
perfoimed by Mr Watts, who had become the Coinp.im’sirpn*t>cntati\ eat Moot - 
shedabad, and Omichund, who, having succeeded in cflacmg (he suspicions tindci 
which lie suffered so severely at Calcutta, was now become one of the Company’s 
most active and confidenti.il agents So zealous was Omichund, that when the 
nabob — suspecting an intention of attacking Clmndetnagoio, notwitlist Hiding 
bis express piolnbition — indignantly asked linn to answci stnctly whcthei the) 
intended to maintain oi to bieak the tient), he answ tied, that the English were 
famous thioughoul the woild foi then good faith, insomuch, “ that a man in 
England who on any occasion told a lie was uttcil) disgiaccd and ne\ei after 
admitted to the society of Ins ioimei fi lends and acquaintance ” After this 
lather apocryphal declaration, he called m a Biahnun, and took what was rc* 
gaided as a most solemn oath, b) putting bis hand under the Biahnun s foot, 
and sweating that the English would ne\ei bieak the tie.it) 

The piessure bi ought to bear upon the nabob by intrigues w ith lire ministers 
and favountes w r as much mcieased b) an alaim which icached him iiom a 
diffeient quaiter Ahmed Shah Abdalee, having again mended Ilmdoostan 
had enteied Delhi, and was understood to contemplate an inclusion into the 
eastern pi ovinces. The nabob was, m consequence, moie anxious than e\ei to 
secure the Butish alliance, fiom winch he anticipated unpoitant aid, m the 
event of an Afghan invasion, and became less and less decided in lus leturals 
to sanction the attack of the Fiencli settlements Taking ndcantnge of this 
feeling, Admnal Watson thus addiessed lnm “You aie going to Patna You 
ask our assistance Can we, with the least degiee of piudonce, maich with )ou 
and leave oui enemies behind us? You will then be too fai oil to suppoit us, 
and we shall be unable to defend oui selves Tlnnlc what can be done in tins 
situation I see but oneway Let us take Chandemagoie and secure ourselves 
fiom any appi ehensions fiom that quartei, and then w e will assist you wutli 
eveiy man m oui powei, and go with you even to Delhi, if you will Have w e 
not sivom recipiocally that the friends and enemies of the one should be 
regarded as such by tlie other? And will not God, the a\ engei of peijury, 
punish us if we do not fulfil oui oaths? What can I say more? Let me request 
the favoui of youi speedy answer” The answei was not speedy, and proof 
having been obtained that the nabob was mtiigumg with the French, the 
admiral assumed a liarshei tone, and sent a lettei concluding with the following 
menace I now acquaint you that the remainder of the tioops, which should 
have been here long ago, and winch I heai the colonel told you he expected 
will be at Calcutta in a few days , that m a few days moi e I shall despatch a 
vessel for more ships and more troops, and that I will kindle such a flame m 
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' our counts os nil the water m the Ganges shall not be able to extinguish, ad i n 
I are well ! Remember tint lie w ho promises 5 ou this nca er ) et broke Ins w ord 
with jou or with an\ man aahatsoeacr^ 

Tins v as rather strange language to address to tin all) an independent prince 1111 t*b 
a~itli whom a treat) offi-nsiac and deftnsiae had been concluded onl) a few wt 
aiccks before. Tlie nabob lioweaer was a con ard at heart anil, though foaming 
'nth rage sent two letters in repla In the one qmetl) pocketing the menace 
he contented himself with excusing the deh) which had taken placo in the 
payment of the compensation due under the treat) in the other rather e\ ading 
than facing the nil jeet of Chandcmagore he used the following expression — 

"Von lme understanding and gem. rout) if )our enemy with an upright 
heart claims )our protection a on will gi\c him Ins life but then ) 011 must be 
well satisfied of the innocence of Ins intentions if not arlntsoca cr ) ou tlnnl 
right that do Tins expression winch mi) beianousl) interpreted becomes 
still more enigmatical in the work of Hr Orme who giies it thus — If an 
oncm) comas to )ou and implores i our mere) with a clean heart Ins life should 
be spared but if )ou mistrust Ins sinccrit) net according to the timo and 
occasion. At this time Clia c considered Imnself and the admiral so completel) 
lionnd not to attack Chandcmagore contrary to the expres. cd order of the 
nabob that lie eaa s the) could not do it aa itliout being guilt) of a breach of 
faith and )et aaith no better nuthonta than the) managed to extract from 
the aboae dubious expression the) fi.lt reheacd of all their scruples. Tlie) 
might at least m a case of so much dubiet) liaao asked the nabob to giac Ins 
own explanation. The) refrained and it must liaae been purposely for when 
the) were proceeding awth their preparations the explanation armed unasked 
and amounted to an expressed retractation of an) assumed previous assent So 
far howei er from giung effect to the prohibition the) treated it ns an mdjg 
nit) 1 Perhaps the best explanation of the resolution to proceed at all hazards 
ma) be found m the fact that three ships had jast arm cd from Bomba) having 
on board three companies of infantry and one of nrtiller) and that the Cum 
berland winch parted from tlio squadron on the a 0 ) age from Madras had at 
length reached Balasorc Roads. 

I lie capture of Chandcmagore was an enterprise not unattended with diffi >> fjw ' 
cult) The settlement situated on the right hank of the m cr and a littlo south go 
of the town of Ilooghl) extended tw 0 miles along the bank, and a mile and a 
half inland. The fort standing about tlnrt) a atds from tlie water and nearly 
equidistant from the south and north extremities of tho settlement formed a 
square of about 130 )ards inclosed b) a wall and rampart with a bastion at 
each angle mounting ten guns. Sea oral more guns aacre mounted on the ram 
parts and eight on a raaelin on the hanks of tho naer opposite to the avestern 
gateaaay Beside these cannon avlncli aaere all from twenty four to tlnrt) 
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two poundeis, six. of less calibic stood on tlic tciiacc of >v chinch v. ithin tlio foit, 
and oveilookmg its walls The Fiench, on learning the decimation of vm, had, 
as we have seen, endca\oiued to waul ofl the clangci to which it e'po-xd them 
\nr pioposmg a neutiality, but, v ith much moie wisdom and foi ought than had 
been exhibited at Calcutta, continued m the meanvhile to make the beA ire of 
the time m strengthening then defences They demolished tlx building- v. itlun 
100 yaids of the vails using the matciials to fonn a glueis and began to dig a 
ditch Neithei of these woiks was completed, but then defect-, voe in some 
measuie supplied by batteries without the \eigc of the glacis, and in positions 
commanding the pnncipal slieets and nppi caches by land The nppioadi bj 
watei bad not been o\ci looked, fot not onh had a batten been erected about 
150 yaids south of the fort, to command the nan owe si pait of the channel, hut 
a nnmbei of vessels had heen sunk m it The gamson musteud GOO Kmopeans 
ot whom only a half wcic legnku troops, and ‘100 seprn- Some assist nice was 
also expected fiom Nuncomat, who was encamped with a bod\ of tioop-. m the 
vicinity, but Omichund had succeeded in bribing him not to into fen 

Clive, having been )oined by the Bombay i emfoicemcnt, eoimnc need hostilitn ^ 
on tlie 14tli of Maicb To a\oul foul battenes facing the south lie made hr 
appioach fiom the vest, along a mad leading to the noith face of the foit The 
Fiench made the most of then position , and, by means of dot icbments placed in 
the thickets, continued skunuslung till tin ee in the afternoon, when they letired 
into a batteiy undei the piotection of the noith histion This piocing un- 
tenable, in consequence of a die of musketry kept up fiom some adjoining 
bouses, they spiked the cannon, and letned into the foil The abandonment of 
tins batteiy necessanly involved that of those to the south v aid, as they might 
now be attacked m lear Then defenders wcie theiefoie iccalled next morning 
All the battenes without the woiks had thus been lendeied useless except the 
one on the bunk of the livei The 15th was employed m effecting a lodg- 
ment near the southern esplanade, by taking possession of the adjoining houses, 
under the slieltei of which the besiegeis suffeied little fiom the fnc of the gamson 
The IGth was employed m bnngmg up the aitilleiy and stoies, and the 1 7th 
and 18th weie chiefly occupied by the besiegeis m keeping up a file of musketiy 
from the tops of bouses, sliellmg the foit fiom a thn teen-mcli moitai and some 
coehoms No decided piogiess, howevei, was made On the 19tli, the ships 
Kent, Tigei, and Scdishm y arnvecl, after a very difficult navigation, and 
anchored about a mile below the foit The nanow channel m which the ships 
had been sunk was now the mam obstacle, as tlie ships so long as they lemamed 
outside of it could not act with effect. Fortunately it was ascertained by dili- 
gent soundings, and the mfoimation of a desertei, that a pi acti cable passage 
still remained It was therefore determined that the effect of a bombardment 
by one ships should be forthwith tued Indeed, every delay was attended with 
the greatest danger, foi the nabob, on finding that lemonstiances had proved 
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unavailing was no longer satisfied with sending threatening messages hut had ad 1757 
actually sent forward part of Ins army as if he had at last resolved to make 
common cause with the French Roydullub the dewan ad\anced with this 
detachment within twenty miles of Hooglily and would have been in time to 
attempt the relief of Chandernagore had not Nuncomar treacherously assured 
him of the contrary 

The attack was fixed for the 24th. At sunn e on that day two b ittenes k uj 
which had been completed on shore opened their fire The fort returned it of 1 * 
■vigorously and for a time established a decided supenoritv At seven o clock 
when the ships were first brought into action a marked change took place 
The Tiger in passing to the north east bastion which was her station and 
where she finally anchored at the distance of only fifty y ards fired her first 
broadside at the ray elm with such effect that that defence was immediately 
abandoned The Kent was less fortunate Her allotted station was the ravelin 
before the middle of the curtain but in proceeding to occupy she encountered 
such a deadly fire that some degree of confusion ensued during which the cable 
inste id of being stopped was allowed to run to its end. The consequence was 
that the ship fell bad so far that she lay just beyond the south east and at the 
same time exposed to a flank of the southwest bastion It was too late to 
make a change and the Salisbury to which this very position had been 
assigned was entirely thrown out of the action the whole brunt of winch was 
borne by the Tiger and the Kent Notwithstanding these disadvantages the fire 
of the besiegers was so telling that at nine o clock the fort hung out a flag of truce 
At three in the afternoon the capitulation was concluded. Though the defence 
was of short duration its efficiency while it lasted is proved by the state m 
which it left the Kent She bad received six shot in her masts and 142 in her 
hull her casualties also were sev ere amounting to nineteen killed and seventy 
two wounded Among the latter were the commander Captain Speke and his 
son who were both struck down by a single shot The captain ultimately 
recovered but his son died. Ives who was surgeon of the Kent profession 
ally attended both of them and giv es such an interesting account of the heroism 
displayed by the son a youth of only sixteen yean of age that it would be 
unpardon iblc to omit it 1 

When he was carried down into the after hold his leg was hanging only by n n> m r 
the skin Great as Ins suffering must hav e been be was thinking only of Ins bi** 
father whose wound he feared had been mortal On being assured of the con 
traTy he became calm but when it was proposed to examine his own wound he 
earnestly asked the surgeon if he had dressed his father for he could not think 
of being touched till Ins father had been taken care of Being told that this 
was already done then replied the generous youth pointing to a fellow sufferer 
pray sir look to and dress this poor man who is groaning so sadly beside 

I Alya frmFgldt Id P 33 134 - 
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ad £57 me” He, too, had been diessed alieadv, and the pool 3011th, on submitting 
himself to the suigeon, obsened, “Sir, I feai 3011 must amputate nlxn e tlie 
joint ’ Ives iepl3 r mg “I must,” he clasped Ins hands, and, looking upward, 
Heroism solemnly and feivently ejaculated, “Good God, do thou enable me to helm e in 
spove fe ln y present cncumstanees w 01 thy of my fathci's son” Aftei thin pin}er he 
told the suigeon that he was all submission, and boie the opeiation (ampu- 
tation above the knee-joint) without speaking a void, 01 u titling a gioan that 
could be lieaid at a 3 aid distant The ne\t day he was iemoied to the hos- 
pital at Calcutta For the hist eight 01 nine dais the swnptoms were faioui- 
able A change then took place, and he died on the tlm teenth da\ after the 
opeiation His fathei ha\mg been lemoicd, not to the hospital, but to the 
house of a fnend, the noble-heai ted hoy, stdl suspecting the word, ‘•ent the 
following note, wiittcn by lmnself in pencil at two o clock in the morning of the 
veiy day on which he died “If Mi I\c*s will consulci the disordu a c -on 
must he in, wdien lie is told he is dying, and }et is m doubt whethu lus 
fathei is not in as good a state of health If Mi I\es is not too bus\ to honom 
this clntt, winch nothing hut the gicatest uneasiness could dtaw fiom me The 
boy w'aits an answei ” It is scarce!}' necessaiy to account foj the "verbal inac- 
cuiacies of the noteb}' mentioning that the heioic sufleiu had become delirious 
Mi Ives immediatel}' hastened to Ins bedside, v. hen the follow mg dialogue took 
place “And is be dead?” “Who?” “ M}’ father, sn ” “ No 1101 is he in am* 

danger, I assvue you lie is almost well” “Thank God' Then win* did the}’ 
tell me so? Iam now satisfied and icady to die*” “At this time,” '■a} s Mi 
Ives, “ he had a locked jaw*, and was in gi eat chstiess, hut I understood every 
woid he so inarticulately utteied He begged my pardon for baling disturbed 
hib ntfectmj me a t go eaily an houi , and befoie the day was ended sunendered up a 
valuable life” Valuable, indeed, foi who can doubt, after leading the abov e 
nanative, that had William Speke been spaied lie would have earned for lnm- 
self a place among the gieatest and best of the naval heioes of his countij 
It ought to he added that Captain Speke was not unworthy of being the 
fatbei of such a son His lieait was bound up m the hoy, and the first thing he 
did when taken below*- was to tell how dungeiously lus pool Billy was w’ounded 
For some days the suigeon was able to rejoice lnm by hopes of a recovery, hut 
at last was obliged by his silence and looks to piepare him foi the woist On 
the tenth day he foi the fiist time put a direct question on the subject “How 
long, my fnend, do you think my Billy may lemam m a state of unceitainty?” 
The suigeon answei ed, “If he lived fiom the fifteenth day of the opeiation 
theie would be the greatest hopes of lus lecoveiy” On the sixteenth day, 
looking steadfastly 111 the suigeon s face, he said, “Well Ives, how fares it with 
m 7 boy? Receiving no answei, lie could not but know the cause Aftei 
cijnng bitteily, he asked to be left alone foi half an houi, and when at the end 
of that time Mi Ives returned, “he appealed, as he evei aftei did, peifectly 
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calm and serene Captain Speke never perfectly recovered from Ins wound ad 1 57 
rad died at the early age of fort} three He lived long enough howev er to 
distinguish himself m the naval victor} gained by Sir Edward Hawke off 
Belleisle In that aetiqn he commanded the Resolution of sevent} and obliged 
the Formidable though much superior in force to strike to him 

Though the nabob had not disguised his displeasure at the expedition against ti bob 
Cliandernagore rumours of the approach of the Afghans were so prevalent that Af b 
in Ins anxiety to secure the assistance of the British troops he not only refrained Tmto* 
tiom expressing any indignation at its capture but congratulated the com 
manders on their success and made an offer of the w hole temtor} to the Com 
pan} on the same terms on which the French had held it His sincent} was 
more than questionable for he still retained a large body of men at an inter 
medute spot between Hooghly and his capital apparentl} to embrace any 
favourable opportumt} of resuming hostilities and so f ir from withdrawing lus 
protection from the other French factories in Bengal gav e an asylum in Cossim 
bazar to a body of their troops consisting parti} of some who had escaped from 
Chandemagore before it fell and partly of others who after they had become 
prisoners of war had broken their parole There can be little doubt — indeed it 
was full} established b} letters afterwards discovered — that he was at this time 
in correspondence with Bussy and in hopes that that distinguished officer would 
ippear in Bengal at the head of a formidable force In one letter to him 
written before Chandemagore was taken the nabob sa}s (These disturbers 
of my countr} the admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung 1 ) whom bad 
fortune attend' without an} reason whatever are warring against Zubalul 
Toojar 3 (JL Renault) the governor of Chandemagore This }ou will learn 
from his lettei I who in all things seek the good of manhird assist him in 
ever} Tespect and have sent him the best of my troops that he may join with 
them and fight the English and if it become necessar} I will jom him ra}self 
I hope in God these English will be punished for the disturbances they have 
raispd. Be confident look on my foices as jour own I wrote }ou before 
lor 2000 soldiers and musketeers under the command of two trusty chiefs I 
persuade m} self }ou have ahead} sent them as I desired should >ou not 
I desire v ou will do me the pleasure to send them immediately^ In another 
letter written the week after Chandemagore was token he sajs lam advised 
that you liav e arnv ed at Echapore This news gives me pleasure The ooner 
j ou come here the greater pleasure I shall hav e m meeting with you "What 
can I write of the perfidy of the English? They have without ground picked a 
quarrel with M Rtnault and taken b} force his factory They want now to 
quarrel with M Law your chief at Cossimbazar but I wall tike care to 
oppose and overthrow all their proceedings When }ou come to Balasore I will 
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then send M Law to your assistance, unless }on ioiLul Ins setting out Rest 
assiued of my good- will towaids you and your company ” j 

These letteis, wntten aftei thetie.ity oflcnsivc and defensne with the Bntisn 
had been concluded, weie undoubtedly a gross -violation of it , and as their sub- 
stance, though not then actual contents was known to Cine, lie must now hn\e 
been convinced that he had been somewhat picupitnte in signing the treaty, 
as it had alieady become m fact a dead lettei Neithei p.ut}, howesei, was 
yet prepaied to piocced to extiemities, and some time was sp( nt b} them in 
endeavouimg to outwit each othei The nabob, 111 oidci to lt.nc no pictcvt 
foi saying that he had not fulfilled his pait of the tieat\, complied libcialle 
with most of its ai tides, pa} mg a laigo sum to account ot the damage which 
the Company had sustained and then insisted, with some show of lesson, that 
the whole of the Bntish foices, aimy and nav}, should foithwith letuin to 
Calcutta The ships depai ted, cai 1 '> mg w ith them the plundei of Ghnndci na- 
goie, valued at consideiabh moic than £ 100,000 Cine 1 dined to mo\e, and 
encamped on a plain to the 1101th of llooghh Tins step, while it could nob 
be regai ded by the nabob 111 any othei light than a dneet menace, amounted 
to a violation of the oideis which lie had iccened fiom his einploiers at 
Madias One of then mam icasons foi not giving the command to Colonel 
Adlei cion was because lie would not piomise to 1 etui 11 whcneiei the} should 
lequue Cine had gnen this piomise, and on the f<uth ot it had been in- 
trusted with powers which made linn independent of the Bengal pre^idenc} 
Up to a veiy lecent penod his letters to Madias had contained a finances of Ins 
deteimmation to letum, but then tone had leeently alteied, and it nov 
appealed that though the piomise had nc\ei been lecallcd, a change of cncuin- 
stances had occuned of such impoitance as to justify him m disiegauling it 
What this change was must now be explained 

The nibob The nabob, constantly uiged to smiendei 01 dismiss the French assembled 

protends to 

disnnss the at Oossimbazai, pietended to adopt the latter altei native, and ouleied them to 

Trench 

iemove westwaid into Beluu Had he leally intended to part with them he 
would have sent them to join then eountnmen in the Deccan, and hence 
Clive, so fai fiom being satisfied w ith the dismissal, lemonstiated against the 
mode of it, and even thieatened to take the leniedy into Ins own hands, by 
sending a detachment in puisuit While thus condemned, on the one hand, foi 
insufficient compliance with the wishes of the Bntish, the nabob was solemnly 
warned by the Fiencli, on the othei, that by dismissing them lie was depni mg 
himself of the only soldieis on whose fidelity and piowess he could safely calcu- 
late M Law, who was at then head, even pointed out distinctly the souice 
fiom which dangei would anse Many of the nabob’s puncipal officeis weie 
disaffected, and they -weie only waiting to combine with the English to effect 
his destruction This information was collect, but the nabob, though convinced 
of its tiutli, was too mesolute to act upon it, and, in dismissing M Law, simply 
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observed that if anything new should happen lie would send for him ngun ah it 7 
Be assured was the reply that this is the Lost time w e shall see each either 
remember my words — w e shall ne\ er meet again it 13 nearly impossible 

A conspiracy had indeed been formed and it is painful to add that Clive and & p*** 
the Company w ere not merely implicated but had engaged to take a leading & t ih 
part m the execution of it Admitting the fact that Surajah Dowlah was a 
despicable tyrant and the consequent probability that lus go\ eminent. if not his 
life must ere long have been terminated by violence what right had those who 
had courted lus alliance obtained it mid profited by it, to league with lus sub 
jects for the purpose of dethroning hnn? I ven had the treaty never been con 
eluded or had open hostilities been again formally declared it would have been 
impossible to reconcile such a proceeding v\ ith nny of tlic recognized rules of 
honourable warfare W hat then must be tliou 0 lit of allies who av ailing them 
selves of the influence which tlic\ derived from this character employed it in 
lulling the nabob into a fitnl security while measures were being concocted foi 
clkcting Ins rum? According to the account of Chvc himself the nabob per 
formed almost every article of the triatv paid Mr W atts the three lacs of 1 upees 
delneied up Cossimbazar and nil the other factories, with the money and goods 
therein taken. The gentlemen write from thence that little or notlnn 0 is 
wnntin 0 It is true that he soon foqnd reason to write in a very different 
spirit A month later he says, in a letter to Mr Pigott The most of the articles 
of peace are complied with yet from the tyranny cowardice and suspicion of 
the nabob no dependence can bo had upon him No consideration could induce 
him to deliver up the French it is true he has ordered them out of his 
dominions and they are at some distance from tlic capitil but he has retained 
them m lus pa\ mid has certainly written to Deleynt and Bussy to send men 
to h is assistance One day ho tears my letters and turns out our vakeel and 
orders lus army to inarch lie next countermands it sends for the v akeel and 
begs lus pardon for what lie lias done Twice a week he threatens to impale 
Jlr "Watts, in Bliort lie is a compound of everything tlmt is bid I eeps com 
pany with none but Ins menial servants and is umv ersally hated mid despised 
b\ the great men 1 lus induces me to acquaint you there is a conspiracy gom 0 
on against lnm The very mention of such a thing might have awakened 
Clive s sense of honour and reminded hnn that it mint necessarily be a nefarious 
transaction with which it would be pollution to intermeddle No idea of this 
kind however occurs to lum and he simply adds 1 have been applied to for 
assistance and e\ ery advantage promised the Company can wish Tlie com 
mittce are of opinion it should be given as soon ns the nabob is secured 
For my own part I am persuaded there can be neither peace nor security while 
such a monster reigns 

From the concluding part of tlus extract it may be inferred that the Com 
pany were not y et prepared for the 1 md of co operation w Inch Cli\ e was 
\0L 1 7 
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evidently contemplating They w cie foi grung assistance onlj "ns soon as the 
nabob is secuied” In otliei woids, tliey weie not disposed to act ns punupals 
in the conspnacy, but had no objections to countenance it, and take advantage 
of it m the event of its success Such appeals to ha\f been tliur fust \iew , 
but any sci uples they bad weie aftei w aids o\ ci come, and m then lettei to the 
seciet committee at home the} adiocate duect eo-opuation, argmng that fiom 
the detestation m which Smnpih Doul.ih was held, the fonspii.icj, oi,nsthc\ 
mthei choose to call it, the confederacy, must succeed, but that if thej with- 
held then aid they could expect no nd\ untnge-i fiom such success, wheteas, if 
they took a piomment pait, they might look foi lemunoiation foi past lov-e^, 
and full secui lty against any futme nusfoitune, mhu 1 .ii to that to which then- 
weakness had before exposed them The “prominent pait” had nlwa)s been 
Clive’s wish, and lie immediately began to piepato foi it with all his charac- 
tenstic eneigy The fiist thing deemed nece^ai} was to di-Mpate any sus- 
picions winch the nabob bad felt, and conwnce bun tint he might calculate on 
the Bntish as smceie and taithful allies In plasing this deeeittul game, Glut* 
w r as gieatly aided by a lettei winch he lecencd about tin*- timeiiom thoPeishw.i 
Bajee Rao, who, aftei expi easing indignation at the treatment the English had 
leceived fiom Srnajah Dowlah, and oflumg to n\onge then wrongs pro- 
posed to invade Bengal On condition of Cine’s co-opciation with hr troops 
he would repay double the amount of the losses that had been sustained, and 
vest the commeice of the Ganges exclusively in the East India Company 
Clive knew the chaiactei of the Mahmttas too well to invite them into Bengal, 
and the only use which he made of the Peishwa’s lettei was to send it to tin 
nabob If it was spuiious, as some suspected, and had been wntten at the 
suggestion of the nabob himself, as a means of sounding the Company, and 
ascei taming liow fax they weic actuated by ambitious views, the letuin ol the 
lettei would be equivalent to taking him in Ins own snaie, it it was genuine, 
how could theie be a gieatei pi oof ol good faith than in piefemng Ins alliance 
to the tempting offeis of the Maliratta? "The lettei,” says Sn John Malcolm, 
“was genuine, and the nabob expiessed himself much gratified by the conduct 
of Clive, who, on this occasion and others, endeavomed to iemo\e the suspicions 
that Suiajah Dowlali entei tamed of the designs of the confederates” One ot 
the otliei methods w hich Clive took of lemovmg the nabob’s suspicions, oi, 
as Ins biogiapliei calls it, "of lulling lnm into secunty,” was as follows 
Having sent back tlie Company’s tioops to Calcutta, and oideied those under 
Ins own independent conti ol into gamson, lie observed m a lettei to the nabob, 
"that while the armies continued m tlie field then enemies would be endeavoui- 
mg to interrupt that perfect liaimony and fnendslnp which subsisted between 
them, that he had theiefoie put lus nimy into quaiteis, and though he had 
no reason to doubt Ins excellency’s stnet adheience to, and full compliance 
with all the at tides of the treaty, yet, nevertheless, he wished he could dis- 
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appoint those hopes their mutu il enemies entertained b} withdi awing Ins arm} ad 1757 

from Phase} r 

l\lnle Ch\e was thus endea\ounng to impose upon the credulity of the Progress t 
nabob and telling Ium of that perfect liarmonj and friendship wluch subsisted S t 
between them he was apparentl} b} the same messenger who carried the dwii 1 
letter to the nabob sending letters to Mr Watts with such passages as the fol 
lowing — The nabob is a Milam and cannot be trusted lie must be overset 
or we must fall As for an} gratuit} the new nabob m-ij bestow on the 
troops it is left to his generosity and to }our md Omichund s management 
I have wrote the nabob a soothing letter this accompanies another of the 
same kind and one to Mohun Loll (the nabob s chief fav ounte) agreeable to 
jour desire To take aw a} all suspicion I lmo ordered all the artillery and 
tumbnls to be embarked m boats and sent to Calcutta but I am read} 
and wall engage to be at Nusai} in twelve hours after I receive } our letter 
which place is to be the rendezvous of the whole arm} Tell Meer Jafher 
to fear nothing that I will join him with oOOO men who ne\er turned their 
backs and that if I 10 fails seizing lnm we shall be strong enough to drive 
him out of the countrj Assure lnm I will march night and da} to lus 

assistance and stand b} him as long as I have a man left 

Before the conspirac} reached the point to wluch we have now brought 
it a number of important preliminaries had been arranged The object was to 
get quit of Surajali Dowlah at all events and m this lus most influential 
ministers and subjects were ready to concur At first however there was 
some difficult} in determining who was to be the new nabob The earliest 1 im 
aspirant was Yar Luttief khan who commanded 2000 horse in the nabobs t h bob- 
service but was at the same tune in. the pay of the Seats whom be was v 
engaged to defend ev en against the nabob himself This officer having requested 
a secret conference with Mr Watts was referred by him to Omichund to whom 
he stated that the overthrow of the nabob would be easy in consequence of 
the general detestation in wluch ho was held and that if the English whom 
he had sworn to extirpate would take advantage of his absence on an intended 
expedition to Patna against the Afghans to seize upon Moorshedabad the} 
might by proclaiming lnm as the new nabob obtain any advantages for winch 
the} might stipulate The scheme w as approv ed b} Mr Watts and forthwith 
sanctioned b} Clive Yar Luttief Khan was probably put forward b} the 
Seats merel} for the purpose of soundin 0 the v lews of the English commander 
for the \ ery next da} after the conference an Armenian of the name of Petrus 
came to Mr W atts w ith similar proposals from Meer Taffier who— declaring that 
he was in danger of assassination every time he went to the durbai and 
that the Dewan Roydullub the Seats and several officers of the first rani m 
the arm} had engaged to join if the English would assist in dethroning the 
nabob — requested that if the scheme w ere accepted the terms should be ettled 
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without delay, and that Colonel Clive would immediately break up his camp, 
and soothe the nabob with every appearance of pacific intentions until hostilities 
should commence 

Meer Jaffiei, being a far more important peisonage than Yar Luttief Khan, 
had no difficulty in obtaining the preference He was biother-m-law of the 
late nabob, All Yeidy Khan, and held both under him and Surajah Dowlah 
the office of paymaster-geneial, which necessanly gave him gieat influence with 
the army, and has caused him to be sometimes descubed as its commander-m- 
chief Ah Yerdy made a tual of his militaiy talents, by appointing him to the 
command of a large detachment, intended to expel the united Mahrattas and 
Afghans from Orissa His incapacity was, however, soon proved , and aftei his 
indolence and pusillanimity bad enabled the enemy to gam decided advantages, 
Ah Yerdy was obliged to supersede him Meer Jaffiei showed his lesentment, 
and endeavoured to gratify his revenge by leaguing secietly with a tieasonable 
faction, and though, more fiom feai of the danger than a sense of returning 
duty, he abandoned the league, he had gone too fai to be forgiven, and was 
deprived of all Ins employments He seems to have been reinstated at a later 
period, as he figures among the principal persons whom Sura,] ah Dowlah, on Ins 
accession, dismissed from office, m ordei to make way for Ins own favourites 
Meer Jaffiei expressed Ins resentment, as before, by placing himself at the head 
of a tieasonable intrigue, and encouraging Shokut Jung, governor of Purneah, 
to asseit his claim to the musnud The failure of that attempt had induced him 
to shake himself free of all connection with it , and he had insinuated lnmself 
into the good giaces of the nabob, for he was present m his capacity of buchshee 
or paymaster-general at the capture of Calcutta, and is the only officer of dis- 
tinction who stands chargeable with a direct participation m the atiocities of 
the Black Hole The English woman, who survived the horrors of that night, 
Avas carried off m triumph to Meer J affier’s harem 

Such was the man who, again plotting for the overthrow of his master, was 
selected to usuip Ins place His charactei must have been too well knoAvn to 
umte confidence m Ins professions, and care was therefore taken to insert all 
the obligations exacted from him, m foimal written documents, to winch, not 
Avitlimuch propnety, the names of a public and a private treaty have been given 
The pubhc treaty, written m Persian, commenced Avith' the folloAving sentence, 
m Meei Jaffier’s oavu hand “I swear by God, and the Prophet of God, to abide 
by the terms of this tieaty whilst I have life” It is entitled, “ Treaty made 
with the Admiral and Colonel Clive” (Sabut Jung Beliauder), and consists of 
twelve articles, and a thirteenth, called an additional article The first article 
simply agrees to comply Avith “ whateA T er articles were agreed upon m the time 
of peace with the Nabob Surajah Dowlah The second article is, “The ene- 
mies of the English are my enemies, whether they be Indians or Europeans ” 
Article III confiscates to the English all the effects and factories of the Erench 
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in. Bengal Behar and Orissa and engages ne\er more to allow tliem an) more 
to settle m the three provinces Articles IY V VI and VII give compensa 
turn as follows — To the Company for losses and the maintenance of forces one 
crore of rupees (£1 000 000) to the English inhabitants m Calcutta fifty lacs 
of rupees (£o00 000) to the Gentoos Mussulmans and other subjects of 
Calcutta twenty lacs (£200 000) to the Armenian inhabitants se\ en lacs 
(£70 000) Ai tide VIII gives to the Company all the land within the Mali 
ratta Ditch belonging to zemindars and also COO jards without the ditch 
Article IX converts all the land to the south of Calcutta os far as Culpee into 
a zemindar) and gives it to the Compan) subject however to the payment 
of revenue in the same manner ns other zemindars. Artide X. engages to pay 
for the maintenance of any English troops whose assistance may be demanded 
Article \I not to erect on) new fortifications below Hooghl) near the Ganges 
and Article XII to pay the aforesaid stipulated sums on being established in 
the government of the three provinces. 

The thirteenth or additional article is the counter obligation m winch on 
condition that Meer Jnffier Elian Behauder shall solemnl) ratify confirm b) 
oath and execute all the above articles we the underwritten do on behalf of 
the Honourable East India Company declare on the holy Gospels and before 
God that we will assist Meer Jaffier Ivhan Behauder with all our force to 
obtain the soubaliship of the province of Bengal Behar and Onssa and farther 
that we will assist lnm to the utmost against all lus enemies whatever as soon 
as he calls upon us for that end provided that he on his coming to be nabob 
shall fulfil the aforesaid articles Tins article ns well as the treaty was signed 
by Admiral Watson Mr Drake governor of Calcutta Colonel Clive Mr Watts 
Major Kilpatrick and Mr Becbcr one of the members of council Had there 
been no objection to it in any other respect it is strange how it never occurred 
to them that m engaging to emplo) all then force to obtain the soubaliship for 
a creature of their own they were usurping the sovereign rights of the Mogul 
emperor and pledging themselves if he resisted or resented their interference 
to wage open war against him Tins oversight is the more remarkable because 
the treat) on the face of it recognizes the emperor s supremacy Meer Jaffier 
designates himself servant of King Alumgeer and the date of the deed is 
the fourth year of the reign. What nght hen had Meer Jaffier* to rule ovei 
provinces to winch even if lie had been tlu. next heir instead of being a 
stranger in blood lus title would not have been valid until confirmed at Delhi 9 
and what nght could the representatives of a body of English merchants have 
not only to sanction lus usurpation but solemnly pledge themselves to assist 
him to the utmost against all his enemies whatever? No answer can be given 
that will bear a moment s examination but it is needless when so much of an 
extravagant nature was done to dwell on a matter which in the now degraded 
condition of the Mogul empire may possibly have been regarded as mere punctilio 
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Tlie pi lvate treaty, though it appears to have been an aftci -thought, was 
probably legal ded by some of the paities as the moie important of the two 
In a passage, quoted above, Clive mentions, m a letter to Mr Watts, that “ as 
to any giatuity the new nabob may bestow on the tioops, it is left to Ins 
generosity” A moie meicenary spint was aftenvaids developed A gratuity 
to the aimy and navy only had been fiist pioposed, but, when the matter was 
discussed m the select committee, Mi Bechei, one of the members, suggested 
that, “as they had set the machine m motion, it was reasonable and pioper that 
they should be consideied” The hint was sufficient, and it was lesolved, as 
Clive descubes it m a lettei to Mi Watts, that, instead of trusting to Meer 
Jaffiei’s geneiosity, his “pnvate engagement should be obtained in wilting to 
make them (the committee, m which you aie included), a present of twelve 
lacs of lupees, and a piesent of forty lacs to the army and navy, ovei and above 
what is stipulated m the agieement” Tins engagement formed the subject of 
the pnvate tieaty, and by means of it enoimous sums, while they still continued 
to be misnamed presents, weie legulaily constituted as debts It will be seen, 
as the nanative pioceeds, that theie was a thud tieaty of a very singular 
descnption 

Tlietieaties, signed by Meei Jaffier, amved in Calcutta on the 10th of June, 
and two days aftei, the tioops stationed tlieie, togethei with 150 sailois fiom 
the squadion, were pioceedmg up the liver, in a fleet of 200 boats, to join the 
mam body under Clive at Chandemagoie The dangei of delay was manifest 
A plot to which so many were pnvy could not be effectually concealed The 
soldiers, both at Calcutta and Chandemagoie, began to talk of it openly, and Omi- 

chund, who from the 



fust had a leading 
share m its manage- 
ment, had threatened 
to divulge it to the 
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Ghavt at Moobshed«u>— From a drawing bj Chptam Smith, 44tli Eegiment palace, and thus ob- 

tain possession of the 

person of Meei Jaffiei Had he acted on it he might possibly have escaped the 
fate impending ovei lnm, but lie hesitated, aftei putting Meei Jaffier on his guaid, 
and was so overwhelmed with astonishment and tenoi, when the sudden flight of 
Mi Watts fiom Mooishedabad levealed the full magnitude of the danger, that he 
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descended from menace to entreat} and made overtures for an accommodation ad 1757 
To tins Meer Jafiier assented and during a \ isit as lucli the nabob paid to him 
swore upon the Ivoran that he would neither join nor give assistance to the 
English This was of course m direct contradiction to the oath of the treat} 
but Meer Jafiier had no scruples and was read} to commit an} amount of peijury 
when anything could be gained b} it The nabob felt so secure after this recon 
ciliation with Ins pa} master general that on the loth ho sent a letter to Cine 
inieiginng bitterl} against the trcachcr} manifested by Sir Watts whom con 
scious guilt alone had forced to flee Suspicion he said that some trick w as 
intended had been the real cause which induced him to keep 1ns arm} so long 
at Plasse} but God and the Prophet w ould punish those b} vv horn the treat} 
was violated. As soon ns he had thus committed himself to hostilities he 
ordered the w hole of Ins arm} to assemble forthwith at their former encamp- 
ment nt Plasse} and also wrote M Law who had proceeded with his soldiers 
no farther than Rajamnlial to join him with the utmost expedition 

The nabobs message of defiance must lmc passed another winch Clive on 
commencing Ins march had addressed to him After enumerating all the 
grievances real and lmaginaty to which the English had been subjected b} the 
nabobs caprice violence and perfidy he announced that he had determined 
with the approbation of all who arc charged with the Compan} s affurs to 
proceed immediate!} to Cossimbazar nnd submit their disputes to the arbiti a 
tion of Meer Jafiier Ito}dullub Juggut Seat and others of his great men that 
if it should appear I 10 (Clive) dev lated from the treat} lie then swore to give up 
all further claims but that if it appeared Ins exccllencj had broken it he should 
then demand satisfaction for all the losses sustained l>y the En e bsh and all the 
charges of their arm} nnd navy He added in conclusion that the rams 
being so near and it requiring man} da}s to receive an answer lie found it 
necessary to w ait upon him immediate]} Clive in quitting Chandemagore 
left only 100 sailors to gnmson it and set out at tho head of about 3000 men 
of whom 800 were Europeans. Tho artillery consisted of eight six pounders 
and a howitzer Bold ns I 10 was lie would not have ventured to commence 11 1,1 M 

from U 

operations with this force had lie not trusted to tho promise of Meer Jnffiei a ™ 
to join him With great nnxiet} tlierefou he continued Ins march da} b} 
da} whde Meer Jaffier not only did not make lus appearance hut returned 
no answer to repeated messages w lucli were sent to him It w as not until the 
17th when the arm} had advanced far on itswn} and b} means of a detach 
ment sent forward under Captain Coote had captured the town and fort of 
Gutwali situated at the confluence of the Hadjee with the Bhagaruttee that 
the first letter from Meer Jaffier arrived Its contents were ver} unsatisfictor} 
for instead of announcing lus approach to form the promised junction it spoke 
in rather ambiguous terms of the reconciliation with the nabob and the oath 
b} which he had bound lnmself not to take part against him Meer Jaffier 
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ad i “57 of course declared that the whole was, on Ins pait, a trick, by which he hoped 
to lure the nabob more easily to his rum , but when, on the 1 Oth, anothei lettei 
Suspicious ai rived, in which he gave only the vague intelligence that his tent w ould be 
MeerT.fll eitliei on the left or the right of the army, and excused himself foi not being 
more explicit, because guards were stationed on all the roads to mteicept all 
messages, Clive’s suspicions wrnre thoroughly roused Meer Jaffiei cithei 
meant to deceive him, or had miscalculated his stiength On eitliei supposition 
furthei advance was penlous m the exlieme 

The light in w'hicli matteis now' appealed to Clive is evidenced by a lettei 
written to the secret committee, on the same day on which that of Meei Jaffiei 


was leeeived “The paity I sent has taken Cutwah town and fort Both are 
stiong Notwithstanding which, I feel the gieatest anxiety at the little intel- 
ligence I leceive fiom Meer Jaffier, and if he is not treacheious, his sangfroid, 
oi want of stiength, will, I feai, overset the expedition I am tiding a last 
effoit, by means of a Biahmm, to picvail upon him to maich out and join us 



I have appointed Pla«sey 
the place of i endezvous and 
have told him at the same 
time, unless he gives this or 
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as not to usk the lo=-s of our 


Gbaut at Cutwah on the Gauge;. —From Lieutenant Colonel Torrents foices, aild W llllst WO ha VO 

Tour on the Ganges. 

them, we may always have 
it in oui power to bung about a revolution, should the piesent not succeed 
They say there is a considerable quantity of giam m and about this place If w e 
can collect eight or ten thousand maunds, w r e may maintain oiu situation dm mg 
the lams, which will greatly distiess the nabob, and either leduce him to terms 
which may be depended upon, oi give us time to bung in the Beei Bhoom 
Rajah, Mahrattas, or Ghazi-u-din I desire you wall give j'oui sentiments 
fieely, how you think I should act, if Meer Jaffier can give us no assistance’ 
The dubiet Y and ^decision thus expressed, weie not pioduced by a mo- 
™ mentary fit of despondency, for on the 21st of June, two days aftei despatching 
the above letter, Clive, unable to satisfy himself as to the course which it was 
expedient to puisue, or decide it on his o\sn i esponsibihty, held a council of 
war, and submitted to it the following question “ Whether, m oui piesent 
situation, without assistance, and on our owm bottom, it would be prudent to 
attack the nabob, or, whether we should wait till joined by some countiy 
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escape to tell the tale The nvei was ciossed without opposition, and shoitly 
aftei a letter anivecl from Meei Jaffiei, giving notice ol the nabob’s movements, 
and suggesting the possibility of taking him by surpnse, but, m othei icsjiects, 
so fai fiom satisfactory, that Clive immediately sent back the messengei w ho 
bi ought it, with the answei “that he should maicli to Pla<-se) without delay 
and would the next morning advance six miles imtliei to the Milage of Daud- 
poie, but if Meei Jaffiei did not join him theie he Mould make peace -with the 
nabob’ Accoidmg to Meei Jaffiei ’s mloimation, the nabob had aimed at 
Muncana, a village six miles south ol Cossnnbazai, intending theie to entiench 
himself and wait the event This mfoimation pioved l.ilse, loi a\ hen Clive 
ai lived at Plassey, at one in the morning, aftei .1 fatiguing m.ncli ol fifteen 
miles, the continual sound of chums, elanons, and cymbals, which ahva) s accom- 
pany the mglit watches of an Indian camp, told him that the nabob’s arm) v> as 
not a mile distant The intention to encamp at Muncana had been foimcd in 
the belief that Clive would advance immediately aftei the captuie ol Cutw ah 
but fiom oieumstances alieady explained, his moiements not having been so 
lapidaswas expected, the nabob quickened his ov. n pace and aimed at Plasse) 
before lnm Natuially of a cowaidly disposition, and sunounded In ti eachei \ , 
of which the evidences could not have escaped his notice, the nabob became 
moie and moie desponding as the dangei approached O11 the e\ citing of his 
ainval, his attendants had gone out, one b) one, to say then usual piayem, at 
the time of sunset Being at the time absorbed 111 his 01111 gloom) lellections, 
he was not awaie that they had left linn alone, till looking up he percened a 
man who had secietly entered the tent, probably to steal Starting up and 
calling loudly foi Ins attendants, he exclaimed “ Siuely the) see me dead ’ 

In the immediate vicinity of Plassey was a giove of mango tiees, planted 
m legulai lows, and extending about 800 yards, mtlr a bieadth of 300 It 
was inclosed by a slight bank, and a ditch neatly choked up with weeds and 
bi ambles, and slanted with its west side along the bank ot the met, which was 
distant at the southern extiennty 200 ynids, and at the 1101th not moie than 
fifty At a shoit distance noith of the giove was an enti enchment, which 
Roydullub, while encamped lieie, had tin own up It stretched for about 200 
yaids fiom the bank of the nvei, in a line neai ly parallel to the 1101th side of 
the giove, and then diveigmg to the 1101 tli-east, was continued in that dnection 
for about three miles The nabob’s army Avas encamped within this enti ench- 
ment, and began at day bleak, on the 23 d of June, to issue fiom vanous open- 
ings and advance towaids the giove His aitilleiy consisted of foity to fifty 
pieces of cannon, mostly of the laigest calibie Several of them Aveie mounted 
on a ledoubt constiucted m the enti enchment, m the angle foimed by the 
change m its dnection, foui of them on the bank of a laige tank about 900 
yaids south of the ledoubt, undei foity Fienclimen, headed by one Smfiay, and 
two on a line with the tank, and close to the nvei The lest of the aitillery, 
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resen ed to accompany the arm) m its movements was placed on machines v 
each forming a hmd of stage about six feet high and large enough to cont nn 
a cannon with its imnnumtion and the gunners required to m\nn e e it Ever) 
machine was dngged along b) fort) to fifty )ohe of white oxen of the largest 
size and attended moreover b) an elephant trained to assist at difltcult tu e s 
b) shov ing with Ins forehead Behind the posts occupied b) Sinfra) and the, 
two cannon near the river Meer Mudden the son of Mohun Loll was stationed 
with oOOO horse and 7000 foot llic rest of the arm) consisting of separate 
compact masses formed an immense cun e which commenced at a hillock of 
trees situated without the entrenchment about *100 )nrdscast of the redoubt v 1 
and terminated about half a mile cast of the southern angle of the gro\ e The 
nrtiller) two three and four pieces to 0 cthei were stationed at the ditlerent 
openings between the columns m the cum Clive had fixed his head quarto's 
at a hunting house of the nabob situated a little north of the grove on the 
bank of the mcr and having ascended to the roof survc)ed the vast host in 
splendid urn) hemming him in on ever) side except that towards thcrivei 
At first, to show the enem) how unable the) were to intimidate hnn lie nban 
doned the shelter of the grove and drew up his little arm) in front of it in a 
line facing the tank- The battalion occupied the centre while the sepo)S m 
two equal divisions formed the wings. Three of the field pieces were placed on 
the nght and three on the left of the battalion the other two held pieces and 
the howitzers vv ere advanced about 200)ards in front of the left wing At 
eight o clock the first shot vv os fired b) the enem) and a distant cannonade w as 
kept up for some time It produced no result and Clive again placed Ins men 
under the shelter of the grove. This apparent ictreat elated the enem) who 
now ndv ancing nearer fired with great vivncit) thoujitoverv little purpose 
for the troops remained qmetl) seated among the trees while the artiller) 
sheltered behind the bank continued the cannonade Though Clive lmd drawn 
up m line of battle lie hid no intention of bnn 0 mg on a genera! engagement 
He knew the advantages which m to ht would give him and hence m accordance 
with his original design it wais resolved nt eleven o clock after consulting his 
officers to continue the cannonade during the duv and attack the camp at mid ^ 
night After this resolution his personal presence was less necessar) and he ti 
retired into his quarters to snatch an interval of rest He had lain down and 
is said to have been fast asleep when Major Ivilpatnch sent to infoim him that 
he had a good opportunit) of seizing the tank which Sinfra) occupied and was 
about to advance for that purpose with two companies of the battalion and two 
field pieces Clive started up and nmnin 0 to the detachment stopped it at the 
same time reprimanding the major for acting w ithout orders He soon perceiv ed 
however that the proposed attack ought to be executed and placing himself at 
the head of the detachment found little difficult) m dm mg out Sinfra) and his 
Frenchmen and obliging them to retire mto the redoubt 
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ad i~o7 A gieat change had. taken place m the condition of the enemy, and the 
victoiy, which Clive had not ventuied to anticipate hefoie midnight, was about 
to be forced upon him befoie the day closed As the enemy’s ammunition lay 
a exposed on the machines, paitial explosions of it weie repeatedly heaid during 

Sgw o»f the cannonade A still moie senous misfoitune befell it at noon, when a heavy 
fall of ram lendered a gieat pait of the powdei useless The file fiom the 
machines immediately slackened Noi was this the nabob’s only misfortune 
Foi, about the veiy time when the ammunition failed, Meei Mudden, the best 
and most faithful of his officeis, was bi ought into his tent mortally wounded by 
a cannon-ball, and died m his piesenee, aftei uttering a few woids expiessive of 
his own loyalty and the want of it in otheis The nabob had hitherto lemamed 
m his tent, beyond the leach of dangei, alternately yielding to his feais and 
buoyed up with assuiances of victoiy He now lost all self-command, and 
undei the influence of tenoi and despan sent foi Meei Jaffier As soon as he 
arnved, the nabob, throwing his turban on the giound, unploied him m the name 
of All Veidy Khan, the brothei-m-law of the one and giandfatliei of the otliei, 
to foigive the past, and become the defendei of his life and honour Meei Jaffiei 
readily promised all that was asked of him, and immediately pioceeded to com- 
plete his tieacheiy, fast by sending a message to Clive, mfoimmg lnm of what 
had passed, and uigmg him eithei to an instant or a nocturnal attack on the 
camp, and secondly, by uigmg the nabob to lecall his aimy within the entiench- 
ments, and renew the engagement on the following day The message to Clive 
was not dehveied, as the messengei was afiaid to pioceed with it dui mg the 
cannonade , but the treacheious advice, backed by the influence of Boydullub, 
anothei of the leading conspuatois, was, aftei some demui, adopted, and the fatal 
01 dei was issued to retne within the camp Mohun Loll, who was piobably 
awaie of the motives which dictated the advice, and foiesaw the inevitable con- 
sequences, at fust refused to obey, and showed that the veiy attempt to letne 
would spiead an umveisal panic, and tluow the whole aimy into confusion 
His lemonstianees, howevei, weie unavailing, and the piepaiations foi letnmg 
weie immediately peieeived m the almost total cessation of the cannonade 
on the part of the enemy, the yoking of the tiams of oxen to the unwieldy 
machines, and a gradual retrograde movement of the whole aimy It was at 
tins stage that Clive had been aroused by Kilpatuck’s message 

Wiuie tiie detachment was chmng Smfiay fiom the tank, the portion of 
the nabob s aimy stationed far thest to the south-east was observed to kugei 
behind the lest, and even advance in the dnection of the grove The movement 
vas at fhst misundeistood, and Clive having sent a detachment to oppose then 
fuithei piogiess, some execution was done befoie it was ascertained that the 
Loops acting so suspiciously weie those of Meei Jaffier, who had now at last 
thiown off the mask, and openly declaied himself Had the issue of the battle 
been any longer doubtful, Jaffiei’s conduct would have decided it Clive, when 
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once certain tint lie could calculate on the neulralih if not tlic co-operation of aim 
n forge part of the nnm opposed to him determined on n Macrons effort nnd 
earned nt once both the redoubt to which Smfm\ hml retired mil the com 
unndin^ hillock linme-dnteh to tlu e Lit of iL IK fi\e o chick the Hnti h fora 
w xs w ithin tin entrenchment and in jioascssion of the camp The mbob on 
bung made ncquainted with Mar lathers cl s.rtion nml the Pntish ndenna 
mounted n camel nnd tied nt its utmost pace ncconijimiied b\ alxmt 2001) 
horsemen With his departure nil ule-i of rr>i tanco (vasal nnd nothin,, re 
J names! but to rvnp the fruit* of the Melon Tin folditrs who hid gmne 1 it 
«aing the Kaggsgc of ii \ hole cainphm„ l»ef»n them were inturslK nduc 
tnnt to Jd\c it unplnmlircd hut on lain,, promi'al n dointm re-aieed the 
order to n han-o with ftalimstion Tin pursuit, continued fir nbout sit n r« n 
miles, brought them m the oumi„ to Dan Ijwre Tlic lots of the Motors m 
l died mil wound si mm onU n \<nt\ two tint of the vnnquished \ ns nlso 
tnfimg nnd is comput 1 In Clit him^lf nt not more thin oOO The \icton 
thus fvchU contestal on the om Inn 1 mid won um \|n-ctall\ nlmo t without 
mi dfirt on the other was in its n suits the mrxt nnjiortint tlmtlnl been 
gained in India Rina J-urojx'nns fir-t Inn le 1 on its fhorrs. It fmnded tin 
Pntisli empire in the List. 

On the o nin„ of the Kittle MarJnflur who Imd rcmiiiud encamjvd in oi 
tlte neighbourhood * lit n message to Chic congratulating him on his riicwss » , 
nnd on the follow m 0 chi nut him hi npjKiintment nt Dnudjiort Conscious 
how dilator} mil tun misjucious his conduct hid ban he was not fro. from 
ini „mngs as to the tmnmr in which hewoull lx rectiu-d nnd Inna when 
on his npproich the guard drew up nnd rental their nnns tojvu him the usual 
honours, he mistook the complumnt mid lmpposal it to Ik n Mgiml for his 
destruction Clue aam n his nlinn soon reassured him hi haste niti 0 forwird 
to embrace lum mid falntc him Nabob of Jhngnl Uthar mid Ortssa. Hut it 
was no tune fir idle ccrunoni nnd Met r Jnllur nfKr n diort chlm proaesled 
to the capital to complete the netor} hi the c«] ture of Sumjnh Dowlih 
nnd his tre-asures, Him dnstnnlli prince was still in his palace nnd Imd 
|,ii en out that he intended to defend himself to the last It ivns plain how 
eicr from his conduct, that he was onl} mechtntin 0 flight On the monmi n 
nfter the Kittle he Bent otr the inmates of his Rcm e ho with fifti loidcd ele- 
phants nnd wnsonli lingering behind till the darkness of night should faiom 
his escipe His preparations were not completed when the news of Mccr 
JnlherB nrmnl told him ho had not n moment to lose Hastil} assuming the 
dress of ft menial and canning a casket of his most laluahle jcucK he slipped 
out at ft window nccom{ianied onl} li} his faiounte concubine and mi eunuch 
At the palace wharf he entered a boat which had been prewoush prepmcl nnd 
was carried up the m er at a rapid rate 

Meer Jaflierwas not informed of the nabobs flight till midnight nnd inline 
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ad 1757 diatety sent pai ties m pm suit Being thus fi usti ated in Ins design of seizing 
the peison ot his late mastei, he made siue ol the next most nnpoitant object, 
by taking possession of his tieasuiy The whole mine found m it amounted 
stite of tin. only to 150 lacs of lupees, oi £1,500,000 steiling, though Mi Watts had with 
Mom"uecK sinsulai exti avagance estimated it at twenty-foul cioies, oi £21,000,000 The 
city meanwhile lemamed m confusion , but the giadual appioach of Clive w ith 
his aimy pi evented any attempt at msui lection He ai lived within a shoit 
distance on the 25th, but did not make his entiancc till the 20th lie was 
escoited by 200 of the battalion and 300 sepoys, and established lus fpiarteis m 
a palace spacious enough to accommodate all the tioops that came w ith him 
Mi Watts and Mi Walsh, with 100 sepojs, had been sent foi ward on the 25th, 
and had spent the mtei val m ascei taming the state of the tieasuiy, and endea- 
vounng to make aiiangements foi payments of the sums ■which Meei Jafliei 
had piomised, but which it was non veiy apparent he had not then the means 
of dischaigmg By the public and pnvate tieaties he had inclined obligations 
to the amount of £2,750,000, wheieas his tieasuiy it diained of its last lupec, 
would yield only £1,500,000 Not -was this all In addition to the stipulated 
sums, immense piesents weie expected Of these no less than £100,000 \\ eie 
destined foi Clive, £S0,000 foi Mi Watts, £50,000 foi Mi Wakh, £30,000 foi 
Majoi Kilpatnck, and £20,000 foi Mi Sciafton The acceptance of such pie- 
sents undei the cncumstances, and aftei the state of the tieasmj w as known, 
deseives no bettei name than extoition Eicn a 1101 x 0 name might be used 
foi it afterwaids appealed that Meei Jafliei 111 making them was undei the 
impression that he had pm chased an influence w Inch might enable him to escape 
fiom the obligations he had conti acted to the Company and to othei paities 


Clive seats 
Meer Jaffie 
on the muB 
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Chve, immediately aftei his entiance pioceeded to the nabob’s palace, wheie 
Meer Jafliei and all the gieat officeis of the city weie "waiting to icceiie him 
The musnud 01 tlnone stood 111 the hall of audience unoccupied, foi Meei 


Jaffiei, aftei the fxist salutation, letued to a diffeient pait of the hall, as if 


desnous to avoid it Clive peiceivmg this, took lnm by the hand, led him to it, 


and placed him upon it This done, he made obeisance to him as nabob m the 


usual foi ms, and having piesented him with a plate of gold lupees, addiessed the 
gieat officeis tin ougli an intei pi etei, congratulating them on the good foi tune 
which had given them so excellent a pnnce 111 exchange lor a despicable tyrant 
The hint was sufficient, and all the peisons present imitated Clive’s example, by 
doing homage and presenting gold The following morning the nabob letuined 
Clives visit, and at once opened the subject which he knew to be neaiest the 
hearts of both of them the obligations he had undei taken, and Ins present 
inability to pay them It was agreed to refei the mattei to the Seats, to whose 
house they foithwitli pioceeded, attended by Watts, Serafton, Meemn, the 


nabob s son, and Boydullub Onnchund, who was attending, followed, undei 
the impression that he stood high m Chve’s estimation, m consequence of the 
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important port which lit Ind pi i\ i d m tin u volution \ u picum tli it m nu \ i i 
thin,, uti w ron Q mu t lmc passed through Ins mind whin m tend of 1>un„ 
invited to tlit nrjnt nt the confm.nct with tin Sits Ik wns kfl to imd a 
plict for himself in tlit outward part of tlit hill Hu ciuk. of tins tmtimnt 
mu t now It explained 

Wink tht con pincv for tin overthrow of Sunjih Douhh mils w propi » «*r 
Omichund nitumlh <xjH*ctcd an nmj k conijK.ii itun for Ins services. Hi Im 1 
niHtrvd heivv loss from the plttn ! r if C dcutti nnd grtit mju tics from tin 
Mnantsof tht Conijeun who Imd imprwmi 1 him i n mi j hi ns whuh if n t 
gruundh-ss w on. wur md**>tnntiit 1 nn 1 Net In h id voluhtinlv tnl m up In 
n i h net nt Mo win nnd Ih-ci nn tin m **t nttiu a^int in a con pirirv 

winch In! it tain dtv>i\m I wmll hue n^t lnm hi hf Winn tin tirm 
7 c run/ is u**h 1 in itsonlumrv mm! mum t< d» ignite what i dm t mint it 
is tmjvK d k t> m\ tint h ilr-n 1 nnvthin,. (. >n jnmcv wlnte'ir lx tin 
form which it ns limn is a cnim nn \ tin o n j inicv m which l)mnhund tivk 
> ncti'i n part was nmt 1 out with n un lirgi ninomit i f triad u n nnd jnr 
pirv nn 1 f r tin lu *st j irt from nurwinn motius Still Omichutid wns in 
worst thin his filhm*con pirotors nndtlnnfm whih tin fuptivi govirmr 
of Calcutta nn 1 th ftlnr im nih n t f tin wket c« mmittii wm | uttm„ m 
ilimis fort ns of thousan Is on tin gnund ns in if tlnm ixjuvsod it that 
tins had wt tin iiluhim in motion wh\ dam! 1 In who had Ikiii m 

in tnitiunta! in letpm^ it g till th worl wns tun hid 1* llitmalf r 
sittin^ nn i xtmvn^wt \nlu on his n met s' Hi is kih! t i hn\» a 1 1 1 a com 
im i hi «f Im promt on nil tin Mims f und in Surnjih Dmvlnhs tiinsun 
Whin lit nn l this tlnim hi gnu n igmh'int hint «r nllnr utUn 1 n 
direct im ivux tint if it wire n t grant* 1 In i i uld o mpmsiti himw.lf 1v 
tin con jurmv It is duihtful if In mr mid tin me mu. m tin 
Hnous Kti 1 - m which Mr Wntts mt qntsl it nnd nu t improkd h tint lit 
woull tvtr luiM f,i\ «. it ill's! t > it as In want** muli nit t> jmixsim that 
Su rajah Dow l din overthrow wns ituntnll and that tlunf n tin ultimaU 
i HVet of 1 nakm„ with th conspirators would k lu own rum Hi tin 113 jt 
mi} whin Mr Wntts n tunnsl tin puhhi tre it% ns hmdlv n \i ed and cm 
tunin^ nn nrtuk stipulating a junmnt of thirl v lacs (£ 100 000) to Omichund Tl t r 1 
tin Mitel committi 1 c ml l scamh tuul timis trong enough to express thtir 
abhor ri nee of his njiaeitv and thtir \irtmms indignation at his tlmntuu l 
trcaclun It wns dangerous to txpungt tin nrtiili n1to n i tlur ns m that 
1 tsc Omithuud mi„ht Ik UinpUd to do his worst and it iipjMnrs to hint 
httn suggested that as a 1 md of tompromtsi tin Kinn should lit minis d horn 
tlnrt\ to twuit) Inca It was nuruil for tht mind if llivi «'ir ft rtilo m 
<\]>ulients to surest a jilnn which would nt omi kttj) Omithund faithful to 
tho conspiracy and punish lnm for Ins nnl or fancud tinchuy 

Besides the public and private trentus nbovi ixplnmed that was as has 
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ad 1757 been alieady hinted, a tlmd tieaty, of a veiy smgiiLu desciiption It was, m 
fact, a duplicate of the public ti eaty, with one veiy important difleicnce It 
contained an aiticle giving twenty lacs of mpees to Oimchund Extern ally 
this duplicate had all the appeal ance of an onginal, and was shown as such to 
Deception Omicliund, to satisfy him that his mtei ests had not been neglected Thepre- 
onndmnd" paiation of tins duplicate was the plan which Cine had doused To distinguish 
it fiom the otliei, which alone was to leceive effect as the genuine tieaty, it 
was wilt ten on led papei, but all the signatuies weie genuine, with a single 
exception Admnal Watson lefused to put his name to a document which lie 
knew was only to be used foi the pui pose of peipetiating a fiaud The honom- 
able feelmgs which dictated this lefusnl might liaie made the select committee 
pause, but having gone so fai they weie not now to be detened by oidinary 
obstacles, and the admnal s signatiue was foiged 

The deception piactised on Oimchund by the substitution of a false loi a 
genuine treat}’ was completely successful Though himself full of w lies, he was 
so firm a believei in English honoui, that we ha\ e seen him \ouchmg foi it 
to Suiajali Dowdah with a solemn oath How, then, could he suspect that 
the repiesentatives of the Company had combined to cheat a Hindoo by palming 
upon him a document which they knew to be tainted both with ft and and foi- 
geiy ? He went accoidmgly to the Seats in the full belief that no mdnidual 
had a moie dneet mteiest than himself m the anangcmuits about to be made 
foi the payment of the sums stipulated m the tieat} While seated aloof he 
was piobably too distant to catch the puipoit of the pioteedmgs Aftei the 
treaties w r ei e lead, examined, and acknowledged, a long discussion took place, 
the lesult of which was, that only one-half of the stipulated sums should be 
paid immediately tw r o-thuds m coin, and a tlmd in plate, jewels, and effects, 
at a valuation, and that the othei half should be paid m tlnee }eais, by equal 
annual instalments The conclusion cannot be bettei told than in the woids of 
Oime 1 “The confeience being ended, Clive and Sciafton vent tow aids Omi- 
chund, wdio was waiting m full assurance of healing the glad tidings of Ins good 
foi tune, when Clive said, ‘ It is now time to undeceive Oimchund on which 
Sciafton said to lnm in the Indostan language, ‘ 0 m/iclmnd, the i cd ptiper is (i 
trick , you are to have nothing ' These voids oveipow eied him like a blast of 
Its effects sulpluu , he sank back, fainting, and would 1 m e fallen to the gi ound had not one 
of his attendants caught lnm in his aims, and earned him to his palanquin, m 
which they conveyed lnm to Ins house, wlieie he lemamed many lioius in stupid 
melancholy, and began to show some symptoms of insanity Some da} s aftei 
he visited Colonel Clive, who advised lnm to make a pilgi image to some pagoda 
w Inch he accordingly did soon aftei to a famous one neai Matilda He w ent and 
letuined insane, Ins mind every day moie and moie appioaclnng to idiotism , 
and, contraiy to the usual manners of old age m Indostan, still moie to the 

1 Orme’B Mihtai v Transactions, \ol n page 182 
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fonner excellence of his undt rstanding he delighted m being continually dressed ad n 
in the richest garments ornamented with the most costly jewels In this state 
of imbecility he died about a ye ir after the shock of his disappointment On 
reading the account of the fatal effect of Clrves tncl few will be disposed to 
den} that Orme is right when — admitting it to be uncertain whether Omichund 
would have betrajed the conspiracy as part of his fortune was in the powei 
of the Fnghsli and he had the utmost v en 0 eanee of Jaffier and his confederates 
to fear — lit sajs as lus tales and artifices pre\ented Surajali Dowlali from 
believing the representations of his most trust} serv ants who early suspected 
and at length were convinced that the English were confederated with Jaffiei 
the 2 000 000 rupees he expected should have been paid to him and he left 
to enjoy them in oblivion and contempt 

Orme while he thus expresses himself does not s i} one word in reprobation r 1 1 t 
of the trick itself His language rather implies that he saw nothing wrong m j”uy ti 
it either morally or political!} and would lme appro\ ed the declaration of d 1,1 
Ch\e when he said m his examination by the committee of the House of 
Commons that he thought it warrantable in such a case and would do it 
again a hundred times Clive in the course of the same evidence seems to 
considei it sufficient for his own justification that he had no interested motive 
m doing it and did it with a design of disappointing the expectations of x 
l-apacious man that he thought art and polic} warrantable in defeating the 
purposes of such a villain In judging Clives conduct on tins occasion it is 
but fair to view Omichund s conduct m the worst possible light and assume 
that if his demands had not been apparentl} conceded he would hav e put Ins 
threat in execution This was certainl} Clivt s belief for immediately after 
Mr Watts had acquainted him with the demand and the menace he wrote m 
answer — I have }our last letter including the articles of agreement I must 
confess the tenor of them surprised me much I immediatel} repaired to Cal 
cutta and at a committee held both the admuals and gentlemen agree that 
Omichund is the greatest villain upon earth and that now he appears m the 
strongest light what he was alwa}S suspected to be a villain m grain How 
ever to counterplot the scoundrel and at the same time to giv e lnm no room to 
suspect oui intentions inclosed }on will receive two forms of agreement - 
the one real to he strictl} kept b} us the other fictitious. In short this 

affur concluded Omichund will be treited as lie deserves This }Ou will 

acquaint Meer Jaffier with On tin assumption then that Omichund deserv ed 
the worst epithets here applied to him the question still returns Do the means 
emplO}ed to frustrate his intentions admit of justification? — were tin} in accord 
ance with honour equit} and sound polic}? Sir John Malcolm undertakes to 
prove the affirmative but lus ehborate argument only 8liows bow completel} 
zeal foi the reputation of lus heio had warped lus judgment and blinded him 
ioi the moment to the necessit} of that good filth winch he lnm^elf inviolabi} 

v OL. I 
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maintained, and winch foimed one of the bnghtest featuies m Ins own distin- 
guished caieer He admits that the concoction of the fictitious tieaty “must 

to 

have been lepugnant to the feehngs even of those who deemed themselves 
compelled by duty to have recourse to such an aitifice, ” and that the affect- 
ing teimmation of Omichund’s life “must make an lmpiession upon every well- 
constituted mind,” but still insists that, “ while we give a tear to weak and 
suffer ing humanity, we must do justice to those who deemed themselves com- 
pelled by cncumstances, and by the situation m which they weie placed, to 
lepiess all pnvate feeling, and even to mcui obloquy, in the performance of 
then public duty” The select committee aie thus lepiesented, by a veiy extia- 
ordmaiy flig ht of imagination, as actuated by the highest and purest motives, 
and submitting with laie dismteiestedness to a land of martyidom, m older to 
secuie a gieat pubhc benefit not otherwise attainable Was it really so? Wien 
the tiansaction is baied of all the extraneous mattei with which Sn John Mal- 
colm has encumbeied it, it will be seen that the only thing at stake was a stun 
of m one} r Twenty lacs of rupees piomised by an aiticle m the fictitious tieaty 
satisfied Omichund, and induced lnm to lemam tiue to his fellow-conspnatois 
The same sum inserted m the genuine tieaty would of comse have had the veiy 
same effect , and theiefoie the only question to be answeied is, Whether, m oidei 
to save a sum of £200,000 to the treasuiy of the Nabob of Bengal, the repiesen- 
tatives of the Company and of British honoui in India weie compelled to 
commit baud and foigeiy? It would be an insult to the undeistandmg of the 
readei to aigue such a question, instead of leaving lnm to follow the natuial 
impulse of his own mind by answermg it m the negative 

We must now follow Surajali Dowlah m his flight His women, with the 
fifty laden elephants, weie captured the veiy day aftei then departuie, at Bog- 
wangola, a town on the light bank of the Ganges, about twelve miles north- 
east of Moorshedabad Puisueis weie also upon the tiack of the nabob, but Ins 
swift boat had enabled him to out-distance them, and, but foi a stiange fatality 
which attended his movements and defeated Ins plans, he seemed about to escape 
Befoie setting out to encounter Clive he had sent a piessmg invitation to M 
Law-, who had immediately set out with Ins body of Fienehmen, and was within 
a few hours maich of Bajamahal, when, healing of the disaster at Plassey, he 
deemed it piudent to stop, and wait for further intelligence Had he pioceeded 
he would almost to a certainty have joined the nabob and saved lnm, as theie 
would have been httle difficulty m defeating furtliei puisiut, and leaching 
Patna This was Surajah Dowlah’s ongmal intention, as he had leason to 
beheve that the govemoi of Behai lesidmg theie lemamed faithful amid the 
geneial defection, and would give lnm an asylum He had accoichngly shaped 
Ins flight in this duection, and ai lived without mtenuption at Bajamahal 
Heie the boatmen, worn out with then excessive exertions, were pemntted to 
pass the night m the boat, while the nabob and his two attendants sought 
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shelter ashore in a deserted garden Orme s account is that lie was here acci a d i 5 
dentally recognized at break of dij by a person who had too good reason to 
jemember him from having been deprived of his ears bj his oiders thirteen 
months before when at this place he 
stopped short on the expedition to 
Purneah and retraced his steps to 
execute the fatal resolution of expelling 
the English from Bengal. The native 
account is that the person who had been 
thus maltreated was either a dervise or 
fakir and that by a singular coincidence 
the place where the nabob sought shelter 
was the cell of this verj devotee He 
was received with much apparent hos 
pitality but his host stimulated at once 
bj revenge and the hope of reward took 
the earliest opportunity of communicat 
ing his important discovery to Meei 
Cossim Meer Jaffiers brother in law 
who was then the commander of Raja 
inahaL His capture being thus effected 
Surajah Dow lah was hurried bach 
suffering every kind of indignity consistent with the preservation of his life 
At midnight he was brought as a felon before Meer Jaffier m the palace which 
so latety was his own and throwing himself on the ground earnestly asked 
only for life Meer Jafher was or affected to be moved and a consultation 
ensued during which the question of life or death was fieely discussed No 
formal decision was given but Meer Jaffier must have been perfectly aware 
of what w as to follow when he went off to bed leaving the unhappj pnsonei 
in the charge of his son Meerun a worthless jouthof seventeen who having 
from the first given lus opinion for murder was not slow in bribing a wretch 
to perpetrate it Surajah Dowlah had been removed to a distant chamber to 
await bis fite He was not kept long in suspense As soon as the murderei 
entered he saw his purpose in his looks and begged a few moments respite to Death f 
perform lus ablutions and say his prayers. Even this was denied and he was ^ 
speedily despatched by the blows of a poignard In the morning his mangled 
remains after being exposed through the city on an elephant were carried 
to the tomb of Ah Verdj Khan Ins maternal grandfather He was only m 
the twentieth year of lus age and the fifteenth month of lus government 
Worthless though he w as his tragical fate excited general commi eration and 
the question must often have been asked Why did not the English whose 
influence at the court was paramount not interfere to prevent it’ Clive 
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ad 1757 when he uiged the new nabob to pi ess foiwaid to Mooishedabad and cndeavoin 
to secui e the peison of Suiajali Dowlah, might liave made him aw aie that lie 
must not touch his life Tins piecaution, which meie humanity seemed to 
dictate, he omitted to use, it may liave been fiom overnight When aftei - 
waids lefemng to the subject, m a long lettei which he addressed to the seciet 
committee of dnectois, he contents himself with saying, “Suiajali Dow lab was 
not chscoveied tdl some days aftei Ins flight, howevei, he was at last taken m 
the neighboiuhood of Rajamahal, and bi ought to Mooishedabad on the 2d instant 
late at night He was immediately cut off by the nabob’s son, and, as it is 
said, •without the fatliei’s knowdedge Next morning the nabob paid me a 
visit, and thought it necessaiy to palliate the mattei on motives of policy 
for that Suiajali Dowlali had wrote letteis on the load to many of the jemidais 
of the army, and occasioned some commotions among those m his favom 1 
Attempts of M Law, aftei losing the oppoi tunity of saving Suia] ah Dowlah, and hearing 
French to of lus captiue, immediately maiched back with Ins body ot tioops into Behai, 
counter intending to ofiei then sei vices to Ramnaiam, the governoi, who, as he had 
revolution f oimei ]y piomised to suppoit Suiajali Dowdah, w ould now, it was supposed, not 
be disinclined to assume independence By accepting of Fiench assistance and 
foirnmg alliances with neighbouring chiefs, it might be possible not onlj to set 
the new nabob at defiance, but to assume the offensive, and cany the wai into 
the veiy heait of Bengal This dangei seemed so formidable to Meei Jafhei 
that he immediately called Clive's attention to it, and uiged the expediency ol 
endeavounng to make pnsoneis of the Fiench befoie they could leach Patna 
The natural couise would have been to have employed lus own solchcm foi this 
purpose As yet, howevei, though he piofessed to have been called to the tin one 
by the populai voice, he did not feel so secui e as to be able to part with any of 
the tioops on whose fidelity he could calculate, while, foi veiy obrious leasons, 
it would have been madness to employ those wdiom he suspected Clive easily 
saw the dilemma m which he was placed, and set his mind at ease by nndei 
taking to send a detachment of Ins own tioops m puisiut of the Fiench The 
detachment, consisting of 230 Euiopeans, 300 sepoys, fifty lascars, and two field- 
pieces, was placed undei the command of Major Coote The baggage and 
stoies weie laden m forty boats, winch, besides being veiy imperfectly equipped, 
Aveie not leady to stait fiom Mooishedabad befoie the Gth of July By tins 
uime the French had got half-way to Patna, and weie almost beyond the leach 
of capture The expedition, howevei, deserves notice foi the lemaikable 


corn age and peiseveiance displayed by those employed in it 
ootus The tioops ai lived at Bajamalial on the 10th, and the boats on the 1 1th of 

expedition — - ■> n t ^ 

^g-unst Only Meer Lossim was expected to give all necessaiy assistance, but sent only 
120 horsemen, who lefused to pioceed without turn months’ pay, and w r eie 
taeiefoie left behind Majoi Coote, thus tlnown on Ins own lesouices, set out 


1 Letter dated 26tli July Memoii s of Cine, vol 1 p 263 
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ngain on the 13th and in fi\e days reached Bliaugulpore a distance of sixty five adi 
miles Here it was ascertained that the French had passed Patna winch is fifty 
fix e miles in ads ance four d ly s before Major Coote might now hav e been justi t<x>t 
tied m abandoning the pursuit ns hopeless but he was of a character not to be m ri 
deterred by ordinary obstacles and by the 21st accomplished twenty five miles 
more which brought 
him to Monglur 
The detachment had 
expected to find a 
resting place w itlnn 
its fort— a place 
of considerable 
strength situated on 
a precipitous rod 
w ashed by the Gan 
ges but tlic garrison 
instead of admitting 
them manned the 
w ills lighted tlicir 
matches and ga\ e 

such uneqxmocal proofs of hostile intentions that it only lcmaintd to make i 
circuit and continue the march still farther westward Coote was now so ntai 
Pitna that lie was determined to reach it at all hazards and was still pressing 
onward when he encountered an obstacle on which he had not calculated The 
Europeans became mutinous It required all Coote s energy to maintain them 11 >«>i > i to- 
rn discipline As they murmured at their hardships and fatigues he endca *'* ^ 
\oured to shame them into their duty by putting them into the boats while he 
himself continued to imrch at the head of tlic sepoys In this way he proceeded 
to Futwa or Tuttooha which is within ten miles of Patna Hitherto Ramna 
rain though perfectly aware of his approach had taken no notice of it blit two 
letters were now receded from him apologizing for the escape of the hrench 
ind ascnbm 0 it to the want of timely notice It thus appeared that however 
hostile Itamnarams intentions might he he was not yet prepared to a\ow 
them The boldness of Coote s march with a meie handful of men for abo\e 
200 miles through a country known to he unfriendly lnd perhaps ov era wed 
lum On the 20th the whole of the detachment as well as the boats reached 
Patna and took up their station at the Company s factory a spacious building 
situated on the bank of the Ganges outside hut close to the western wall of the 
city Ramnarain having made himself acquainted w ith the exact strength of 
the detachment and probably also with the mutinous spirit winch part of them 
had manifested was now less disposed to profess friendship and on fmolous 
pretexts declined to leceive the visit which Coote had proposed to ptv him 
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ad 1767 Matters, consequently, assumed a very ominous appeal ance Two men weie 
overlieaid ta lkin g of a design to massacie the detachment, and, at the same 
time, the conduct of the Europeans became so disoideily that Coote had no 
coote a alternative but to bung tlnity of them to a com t- martial, winch sentenced 

hI them to be flogged The infliction of such a punishment at so trying a time is 

a laie example of fiimness and decision , but it must necessaiily Inn e w eakened 
the detachment, and consequently added to the impending dangei Coote was, 
notwithstanding, determined to peiseveie m the onginal design of the expedi- 
tion, and made piepaiations to continue the puisuit The camp attendants and 
many of the boatmen now took alaim and deseited B} gieat exeitions then 
places weie supplied, and the detachment, aftci leaching Dmapoie and closing 
the Sone at its confluence with the Ganges, piocceded up the light oi southern 
bank of the lattei nvei, till they ai lived opposite to Chupiah In this place the 
Company had a factoiy foi the collection of saltpetre, which is made m laige 
quantities m the sunoundmg distncts. It was thciefoie deemed expedient to 
cross ovei, but fiom the want of boats and other assistance, tlnee thus weie 
consumed in the operation At Chupiah Coote learned that Law’s pait\ had 
reached Benaies, and been favoutably leceived by the lapih, who was dependent 
on Sujah Dowlali, Nabob of Oude To have pioceeded w ould hare been to nsk 
collision with this foinndable enemy, and it was tlieiefoie deteumned to w ait foi 
furthei oi deis On the 12 th of August a lettei was iccei\ed fiom Cine, oi del- 
ing the return of the detachment to Patna, theie to conceit with Mahmood Amj 
Khan, Meer Jafhei’s bi other, a scheme foi wuestmg the go\ eminent of Behai 
iiom Ramnaiam Not a moment was lost, and the vei\ next day the tioops, 
earned swiftly down the stream by the cunent, landed at Patna, and losumcd 
then quaiteis m the factoiy Coote saw that the only chance of ovei tin owing 
Ramnaiam was to assault tlie citadel, then gamsoned by 2000 men, and make 
him pnsonei The attempt was not only danng, hut must have seemed almost 
despeiate, and yet Coote would have made it, had not Mahmood counselled 
delay, m oidei to give him an oppoi tunity of seducing the gamson Befoie 
the lesulb was ascei tamed, Meei Jaffiei, who had suggested the deposition oi 
Ramnaiam, became suspicious of the designs of his ow r n biothei Coote was, 
iiemec.iAd m consequence, lecalled, and arrived with the detachment at Moorshedabad, on 
the /th of September The expedition thus failed of its object Its mdiiect 
results, howevei, were impoitant The indomitable resolution which its com- 
mander displayed drew all eyes upon him as one of the destined beioes ot 
Indian waifaie, and, at the same time, made a powerful impiession on the 
minds of the natives, convincing them how hopeless would be any attempt to 
airest the piogiess of a nation, a mere handful of wdiose soldieis could thus 
wandei hundieds oi miles tlnough their country, as if defying attack, and yet 
without meeting an enemy hold enough to attempt it 

The very same day on which Coote set out on Ins lemaikable expedition, an 
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extraordmar} scene was exhibited in Calcutta The spoils of Mcer JafBers adist 
treasury arrived After a variety of discussions and equivocations 7271 G6G 
rupees in coined silver were received packed in 700 chests, and despatched 
down the river m 100 boats. At Nuddea these were joined by all the boats of Am ai r 
the squadron, and many others the whole proceeding with banners displaced 
and music sounding as a triumphal procession to contrast that m which the c 
inhabitants of the Ganges had seen Surajah Dowlah returning the y ear before 
from the destruction of Calcutta. Never before says Orme from whom the 
u hole quotation is made did the English nation at one time obtain such a 
prize m solid money for it amounted (in the mint) to £800 000 sterling Ihe 
reference to the mint would scarcely be intelligible without the explanation that 
the coined silver was not the regular currency of the country but collections of 
coins of v arious countries which had been hoarded up m the treasury of Moor 
shed ibad by successive nabobs. 

The arrival of so much money and the distribution of it parti} among those o« ni 
whom the pillage of Calcutta, had ruined naturally diffused universal joy wwiu 
Almost ever} fimil} found it elf Ruddenl} raised to affluence commerce revived 11 M 
and the whole settlement gave signs of rapid and unexampled prospentj The 
benefits however were not without alloy A most merccnniy spirit was 
engendered and at a time when unusual generosity might have been expected 
the meanest selfishness was tmbluslungly displayed. Clive as wc have seen 
had not forgotten lus own interests and had shared m the spoil to an extent 
which cannot easily be justified and winch Ins most unqualified admirers must 
unite m deploring as it gave lus enemies a handle for the charges which cm 
bittered Ins life and probablj led to the net b} which it was prematurelj 
terminated It must bo admitted liowevir that in all pecuniary arrangements 
where lus comrades in arms or colleagues m council were concerned Clives 
conduct was characterized bj a nice sense of honoui and great disinterested 
ness and in tins respect often contrasts honourably w ith their rapaciousness 
ihe select committee while providing for themselves a most liberal compen 
sation in the event of Clives success were not walling to incur responsibility 
m the event of failure and hence after giving their express sanction to all pre 
vious proceedings and taking credit to themselves for setting the machine m 
motion addressed a letter to him winch could onl} be interpreted as a mere 
attempt to reap the profit without incurring any of the hazard Ibis letter 
was written before the battle of Plassey and Clive answering it aftei tlic 
battle sajs — I cannot help thinking that had tlio expedition miscarried jou 
would have laid the whole blame on me To another letter from the com 
mittee written the very day when the battle was fou 0 ht he thus replies — I s 
have received your letter of the 23d instant the contents of which are so 
indefinite and contradictory that I can put no other construction on it than 
an intent to clear j ourself at my expense bad the expedition miscarried It 
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put, me in mind of tlie famous answei of the Delphic oi.icle to P} nhus ‘A to 
te, yEacicle, Romanos vincei e posse ’ ” The triumphant lesult of the expedition 
saved the committee fiom the ungeneious comse which they appeal to haie 
contemplated, but when the division of the money was discussed disputes of a 
disgi aceful cliaiactei aiose Admnal Watson, though not fonnally a inembei 
of the select committee, was vntually so, m consequence of the active pait which 
he had taken m all then pioceedings, and on this giound thought himsell 
entitled to sliaie m the money allotted to that body Cine, -without admitting 
the stuet justice of the claim, saw its leasonableness, and exeited himself to 
make it effectual, but, though he ofteied at once to set the example, by 
deducting his pait, most of the otheis weie too selfish to follow Ins example It 
was pei haps thought that, as the admnal had lefused to damage Ins cliaiactei 
by signing the fictitious tieaty, he was compensated m leputation foi the lo<-s 
of money He cei tamly was, and it is moie than piobable that he himself was 
of the same opinion, when, not many days aftei, he leceived in Ins own person 
a pi oof of the uttei emptiness of all cai thh possessions, and died of fevei aftei 
a few days’ illness 

Anothei pecumaiy dispute, winch gaie Clive much \ exation, while it sei\ed 
to bung out some of the bettei and moie piomment paits of Ins cliaiactei, le- 
lated to the division of prae-mone^ Besides the nabob’s so-called donation to 
the aimy and navy, as to which theie could not be any lmsundei-standnig, since 
the obvious meaning was that the two sei vices ought to sliaie it betw*een them 
anothei and the laigest piesent appeals to have been made tlnough Cine to the 
troops who, undei him, had gained the victoi ) As the squadi on could not ascend 
the rivei and take pait m the victory, it could not be denied that tins piesent 
belonged exclusively to the tioops engaged All this was cleai, but some wei e 
selfish enough to maintain that by the teim “tioops’ only soldiers should be 
undeistood, and that the sadois, who actually seived m the expedition, had no 
claim To obtain an equitable settlement of this and vanous otliei points, Cln e 
assembled a council of wai, which was attended by ofiiceib deputed fiom eieiv 
bianch of the tioops After much discussion, and in the face even of a stiong 
protest made by Clive, the majoiity came to the shameful decision that the 
claim of the sailois who came with the expedition should not be lecognized 
Officeis who had committed themselves thus far had no sciuples in going 
fui tliei , and, in oidei to pi event the possibility of appeal against then meditated 
injustice, pioceeded to vote that the division should be immediately earned 


into effect In vain did Clive lepiesent that “ the money could not be divided 
till it was shroffed, and the agents of both paities piesent, without the gieatest 
injustice They still peisisted, till Clive ovenuled then votes, and bioke up 
the council of wai So bent, howevei, weie they on cany mg then point, that 
they sent lnm what they called a “remonstiance and piotest” The natuie of 
its contents may be learned fiom Chve’s admnable answei, the pnncipal pait 
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of which was as follows — Gentlemen — I lme received both 3 our lemons ad 157 
trance and protest Had you consulted the dictates of jour own leason those 
of justice or the respect due to 3 oui commanding officer I am persuaded such 
a paper so higlilj injurious to jour own lionoui as officers could never have 
escaped you You saj jou were assembled at a council to gi\e jour opinion cl firm 
about a matter of property Pray gentlemen how comes it that a promise of r ess g t 
a sum of money from the nabob entirelj negotiated by me can be deemed a 
matter of right and property > So very far from it it is now in my power to 
return to the nabob the money already advanced and lea\e it to his option 
whether he will perform liis promise or not. You lia\ e stormed no tow n and 
found the money there neither did you find it in the plains of Plassey after 
the defeat of the nabob In short gentlemen it pains me to remind y ou that 
what you are to receive is entirely owing to the care I took of your interest 
Had I not interfered greatly in it you had been left to the Company a gene 
rosity who perhaps would have thought you sufficiently rewarded in receiv 
ing a present of six months pay in return for which I hav e been treated w ith 
the greatest disrespect and ingratitude and what is still worse you lme flown 
in the face of my authority for overruling an opinion w Inch if passed would 
have been highly injurious to your own reputation and been of the worst con 
sequences to the cause of the nation and the Company This answer and 
the decisive step of placing the officers who brought the paper in arrest and 
sending a captain who had acted os lingleader down to Calcutta opened the 
ey es of the remonstrants. Either brought back to a sense of duty or alarmed 
at finding that in selfishly grasping at too much they w ere risking the loss of 
all they made their submission and were forgiven 

Tins dispute and \ anous others which though of a less glaring w ere of a ^ gr 
very disagreeable nature leave no room to doubt that the sudden influx of b 
wealth obtained by nearly emptying the nabobs treasury had diffused 1 
mercenary and rapacious spirit among all classes civil and military in Calcutta 
On seeing this result Cliv e must have had some misgivings as to the propriety 
of the course he had pursued xn accepting so much money for himself and 
illowmg so much to be exacted by others who could not like him plead that 
they had done enough to deserve it It was perhaps owing to some such 
feeling that in his very long letter to the secret committee of the court of 
directors dated a month after he entered Moorsliedabad \ hile giving very 
full details as to the money which Ueer Jaffier hod bound himself to pay and 
the insufficiency of the treasury to pay it he makes no allusion to the priv ite 
treaty m which the select committee in stipulating for a donativ e to the army 
and navy had inserted an exorbitant donation to themselves nor to the 
enormous sums which vv ithout being stipulated bad been leceived in the name 
of presents The omission could scarcely be a mere ov ersight if it was inten 
tional it is difficult to account for it on any other supposition than that it w as 
Vol I 75 
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ad 1-57 a delicate subject, which it would be lmpiudent to mention niuduit.il]) , and 
which it was then judged piematuic to attempt to justify The v. hole sum 
paid by Meei Jafiiei to individuals, including the stipulation to the arm) and 
navy, but exclusive of that to the Company, amounted taking the i upee at 
the late of exchange which it boie at the time— to £1,298,575 Of tins Cine 
leceived in his capacities as membei of the select committee and commando] - 
m-clnef, and in the foim of an unstipulated giatuitous donation, 1231,000 
Atl\ outages It is not easy to oven ate the advantages u Inch the ie\olution m Bengal 
companj secuied to the Company The money must have been sufficient to compensate 
them for all then losses All the land within the Maluatta Ditch, and foi a 
cncuit of 600 yaids without it, gi anted them m absolute piopeitj, must 
have been, fiom its position, of gieat and mci easing i alue, and the /emmdaiy, 
veiy vaguely desenbed as including the countiy lying south of Calcutta, be- 
tween the lake and the livei, as fai as Culpee, must, notwithstanding the 
leservation of the customaiy payments, ha\e added laigcly to then ie\enue, and 
still moie laigely to then powei The iieedom of na\igation was, moieocei, 
secuied by the stipulation that no foits should be elected on the banks of the 
uvei, fiom Hooghly dowmvaids, while the internal tiade was set lice fiom all 
exactions and annoyances by the eeitamty that the Comjiam’s dustuks oi 
passpoits would no longei be liable to question, at least on fmolous giounds 
Instead of existing meiely on toleiance as tiadeis, the Mctory of Plasse) had 
made them a gieat political powei They had unmade one nabob and made 
anothei , and unless they weie voluntanly to lecede fiom the high position thus 
won foi them, the tluee gieat piovmces of Bengal, Behai, and Onssa must 
hencefoith acknowledge them as, to all intents, then louls paiamount Befoie 
proceeding to tiace the fuithei piogiess of this gieat levolution, it will be 
necessaiy to letuin to the Carnatic, which was likewise about to become the 
theatie of impoitant events 


CHAPTER XT. 

Position of affairs in the Carnatic — Desultory warfare — Armal of a French squadron— Lallj , com 
mander in chief of French forces— Natal action— Siege and capture of Fort St Band— Siege ol 
Tanjore -Siege of Madras— French ret erses— Forde in the Northern Cncars— B ittlc of tYnndinash 
—Siege and capture of Pondicherry— Destruction of Fiencli interests in the Deccan 

piesidency of Madias, wdien they fitted out the expedition 
to Bengal, anticipated its letmn befoie the impending niptuie 
between Gieat Butam and Fiance should he actually declaied, 
oi at least in time to enable them to waid off the dangeis with 
which they would m consequence be tlueatened In tins 
Cauntic expectation, owing to the course of events m Bengal, they weie disappointed 
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Cine com meed tint lie could not serve the interests of the Company so ad i« 
effectually as by overthrowing Surajah Dowlali retamed all the troops which 
he lnd taken w ith him and v eutured on Ins own responsibihty to disregard 
the orders lepeatedly sent him to return. Thus weakened by the absence of a 
Urge part of their forces the presidency of Madras remained on the defensive 
The Trench m the meantime were not disposed to avail themselves of any 
superiority which they possessed They expected the arrival of a powerful 
armament and deemed it imprudent while they had the prospect of striking 
a final blow at all tlie British settlements in India to nsk any loss by engaging 
in partial operations A kind of neutrality had lienee been established betw een N * ra,lty 
the companies and it almost seemed as if the declaration of hostilities between comp 
their respective governments had only made them desirous of remaining at 
peace This neutrality however being only a temporizing expedient the 
result not of choice but of accidental circumstances was necessarily of shoit 
duration It was 60 on found that neither party could safely remain on the 
defensiv e The Nabob of Arcot though now nominally in possession of almost 
the whole territory which he claimed under that title was unable to denv e any 
regular revenue from it and lus British allies who had obtained large tracts of 
land m assignment of the debts which they had incurred m lus behalf were 
unable to make them effectual for payment Two of the nabob s brothers one 
in the north and another in the south were m open revolt and numeiom 
tributaries influenced by their example, plainly intimated their determination 
not to pay unless under compulsion. 1 he necessity of an immediate effort being 
thus made apparent the presidency ordered Captain Calliaud commanding 
officer at Tnclunopoly to proceed southward with all lus disposable troops to 
effect the subjugation cud settlement of Madura aud Tvunevelly and sent a 
detachment northward to Nellore Neither expedition proved successful In d<» n r r 
an attempt to storm Nellore a serious repulse was received and the siege 
ot Madura was suddenly abandoned m order to piovnde for the safety of 
Tnchinopoly against which the French when made aware of the defenceless 
state in which it had been left liad secretly sent an overpowering force col 
lected on the spur of the moment by emptv mg Pondicherry and other places 
of their garrisons Tlie measure was dexterously planned hut very mdif 
ferently executed and Tnclunopoly was saved by Calliaud who by making 
lus w ay into the city after the enemy supposed that they had rendered access 
to it impossible performed the only memorable achievement in this desul 
tory warfare which after its immediate objtcts had failed continued to he 
carried on by both sides as it in mere wantonness with no advantage to 
themselves and infinite misery to the mlivbitants The lesult was on the 
whole vmfavourabh to the presidency who while their sources of revenue 
were dried up by the devastation of the country winch ought to have 
furnished them were constrained to purchase tlie departure of the Malirattas 
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Thomas Airmen, Comte de Lalia 

From a French print 


ad 1753 who liad made an inclusion into the Carnatic, and demanded a huge sum as the 
ai leans of chout 

On the 24th of Februaiy, 1758, Admnal Pococke, vho had succeeded 
Admnal Watson, ai rived at Madias, with the ships of wai from Bengal, and 
Admnal Stevens, exactly a month aftei, with four ships of the line fiom Bom- 
Amvai of % bay Tins foimidable squadion sailed on the 17th of Apnl to the southward, 
underLaiiy but the hopes wlucli it had laised weie suddenly damped on the 28th, when a 
ssgoTornor g^adion 0 f twelve sail, evidently French, was descued making foi the load of 
Foit St David It was commanded by Count d’Achd, and had on board Count 

Lally, an officer of lush descent, who, having ac- 
quned distinction m Emopean campaigns, had been 
sent out with the most extensive poweis as governor- 
gen eial of all the Fiench settlements m India 
He was accompanied by the legiment of his name, 
which mustered 1080 stiong, a small number of 
loyal ai tillery, and many officeis of distinction This 
aimament, which had long been expected, had been 
sent out by the French government, with a stiong 
unhesitating conviction that, with the othei tioops 
already collected at Pondiclieny, it was destined 
to achieve a series of tnumphs In none was this 
conviction strongei than m Lally himself, who was so impatient to commence 
opeiations, that leaving the rest of Ins ships to anclioi m the vicinity of the Fort, he 
hastened off to Pondiclieny to pioclaim his commission, and uige the immediate 
depaiture of the troops there, with all the necessaiy requisites for carrying on 
the siege This piecipitancy displayed fai more eneigy than wisdom, and raised 
up a host of obstacles which might easily have been avoided by acting with 
preparations moie calmness and delibeiation He had no doubt a light to expect that the 
ofFoitst most essential pieparations had been already made, and that at all events no 
difficulty would be found m piocmmg the means of tianspoit Gieat there- 
fore was his surpnse and indignation on learning that eveiy thing remained to 
be provided In these cucumstances piudence counselled delay, but his leso- 
lution had been foimed, and difficulties, so fai from changing it, would only 
furnish an oppoitumty of acquiring new distinction by surmounting them On 
the veiy evening of his ainval 2000 men, half of them Europeans and half 
sepoys, were on the march from Pondiclieny for Foit St David, under the 
command of Count d Estamg It had not even been deemed necessary to obtain 
exact knowledge of the roads or furnish piovisions The consequence was, that 
they went astray, and, aftei a night of hardship and fatigue, arnved m the 
morning in a state bordering on starvation The following day, when othei 
tioops weie despatched, and with them aitilleiy, stoies, and baggage, blundeis 
still more serious were committed Without paying the least regard to the 
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feelings and prejudices of the nati\ es Lally issued a general order compelling ad 1 8 
all without distinction of rank or caste to supply tlie want of bullocks and 
other beasts of burden by becoming themseh es drawers and camera When 
this order was issued the governor and council aware of tlie general ferment 
which it would produce endeavoured to prevent the execution but Lally 
ridiculing tlieir fears and even impugning their motiv es persisted in lus own 
lechless course He was consequently regarded with abhorrence by the native 
population who took their revenge by deserting on every opportunity and 
rendering no service winch they could possibly avoid 

While Lally was thus blundering and raising up obstacles to Ins own success i <iecu> 
the fate of Ins whole armament was hanging in a trembling balance The t 
British squadron after reaching the north extremity of Ceylon steered again 
for the coast of India, and armed off Negapatara on the very day when the 
I rench squadron was entering the road of Tort St David Continuing its 
course northward along the shore it no sooner came in sight of the enemy than 
Admiral Pocoche threw out the signal for chase Count d Aclid did not decline 
the challenge thus thrown out to lum and when come up with about noon of 
the 29tli was wilting with Ins Bhips inline of battle His squadron diminished 
by a ship and a fngate which had gone with Lally to Pondicherry still 
amounted to nine sail Tlie British squadron consisted of only sev en sail The 
engagement pioved indecisive After it had lasted an hour and a half the 
French sheered off apparently not for flight but to reassemble their slups which 
had become scattered and resume the action. The British v cry much damaged 
in their rigging were unable and perhaps had no great inclination to follow 
The combatants thus parted by a kind of mutual consent. Tlie loss of the 
1 rench during the action was the more sev ere and afterwards it w as considerably 
increased one of their ships the Bicn Aime of fifty eight guns having run 
ashore m consequence of cutting her cable and become a total wreck 

It was six days after the action before Count d Achd reached Pondicherry s ge i 
The troop3 he had with him were immediately landed and marched off to Fort r nst 
St David. As the difficulty of land transport had been greatly increased by D 711 
Lally s rash and improvident proceedings the artillery and ammunition were 
sent by sea and put ashore near the mouth of the Penaar Everything being 
now provided for the siege operations commenced on the 14th of May by the 
erection of a battery in the vicinity of Cuddalore and were continued with con 
siderable v igour The garrison consisted of 619 Europeans of whom 286 were 
effective and 2o0 seamen taken from two frigates which had been run ashore 
when the Fiench squadron first made its appearance and of 1G00 sepoys lascars 
and topasses Such a force placed within a fortification which by means of 
additions and improvements had been rendered so complete that want of space 
was its only serious defect should have been able to raal e a protracted defence 
It w as not so Instead of acting on a kind of regular plan the commander of 
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ad 175 s the foit seems to liave contented Imnself with allowing the gamson, as Mi 
Oime expresses it, “to lavish away then file night and day on everything they 
saw, lieaid, 01 suspected” In this way they sustained moie mjuiy than they 
inflicted, foi “twenty of the carnages of then own guns weie disabled and the 
siege of Fort W orlcs themselves shaken” The besiegeis weie thus peimitted to pioceed 
with little intei 1 up tion By the 30th they had advanced then tienches to 

within 200 yaids of the glacis, and fiom twenty-one pieces of cannon and 
tlmteen mortals kept up an incessant fire, with a constantly mci easing supen- 
onty over that of the defendeis, who weie now beginning to feel the want of 
the ammunition of which the}'- had been so lavish at the commencement, when 
no good puipose could be gained by it It was now evident that the place must 
fall if not speedily lelieved Of this tlieie was still some hope Admnal 
Pococke with Ins squadion was known to be on the coast, and as he had 


Count 
d Aclu 



alieady gained some advantage 
ovei Ins opponent, it was natui- 
ally expected that he would not 
allow Port St David to fall 
without a stienuous effoit to 
save it He did indeed make 
this effoi t, and aftei having been 
duven north waid as far as 
Sadi ass, had woiked Ins way 
back, but until so much diffi- 
culty, that he only gained foui 
leagues m two days On the 
28tli he descried the French fleet 
lying m the road to Pondichei i y , 
but Count d’Achd’s courage had 
cooled aftei Ins previous encoun- 
ter, and instead of accepting the 
challenge to fight, he lesolved, 
until the sanction of Ins captains 
and the govemoi and council, to 


keep his ships raooied near the slioie under the protection of the battenes 


Lally, hearing of this resolution and ashamed of it, hastened fiom the siege. 


bunging with lirm a detachment of 400 Europeans and as many sepoys, whom 
he tendeied to Count d Ache to seive on board the fleet The want of men, m 


declines the consequence of the gieat number of sick who weie on shore m the hospital, had 

challenge of , , . . 1 

the British been tme only excuse foi not uskmg an engagement, and as this obstacle was 
now lemoved by Lally s offei, the pievious pusillanimous resolution was aban- 


doned Count d Aclid, however, though thus compelled to quit the protection 
of the shore, had no mtention to engage if he could possibly avoid it, and 
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therefore takin 0 nth antage of the wind steered directly for bort St David ad 1 9 
while Ydmiral Pocockc Irnd the mortification of onl} secm 0 lmn depart w ithout ~~ 
being able to pursue. One of his ships, the Cumbeilaml sailed so badl} th it 
she operated ns a continual drag upon the others and the whole squidron 
losing instead of gaming ground was obli a ed to give w a} and return northward 
to Alumparva Wien the garrison after lung buoj cd with the hope of relief 
saw Count d Ache s squadron enter the road the} nt once abandoned nil idea of 
lurthcr resistance and on the 2 d of Juno lnmg out a flag of tiuee The enpitu 
lation iu such tenns as the victors chose to dictate was soon arranged and the 
Irench took possession of the place JLhe first 11 c the} made of thur conque t 
was to rnze the fortifications to the ground Their strcn 0 th was far greatu 
than the} hul imagined and the} lmd good reason to congi itulatc thenasclus 
on thur good fortune 111 havin a met with defenders so unskilful and pusilhm 
mous that nil their lavish firin a killed onl} twent} men Ihe fall of lirt St 
David was immediatelv followed !>} thnt of Devieotta which was abandoned 
b} its garrison the moment the encin} were seen npproachin a it 

Lall} elated above measure with these successes set off for PondicherT} to r fI ^‘ y t 
eelebrate a Tc Dcnm and fix upon the scene of his next conquest On this sub- n» «•*. 
ject there should lmo been no room f»r doubt He had spared no means to 
increase his force having for thnt purjiosc 1 ared all the forts of their gnmsons 
recalled the detachment which had so Ion a kept Inclunopol} m a state of siege 
b} occupv in a the island of Scnnjiam mid in spite of remonstrance v oluntaril} 
relinquished all the adv anta a ^s w Inch Buss} had gnined b} pcremptoriH with 
drawing Inin and all his troops from the Deccan at the ver} time when Trench 
escendenc} there after licing well nigh overthrov 11 had again been triumph 
nntlv established. IVotlung could justif} Lull} 111 the adoption of such measures 
hut the determination to strike one gnat and decisie t blow at British interests 
in the Larnatic and hence the universal belief was thnt his next attempt would 
be to capture Madras, lhnt presidtnc} was of course 111 a ieat alarm and 
busil} engaged in prcpinng ngamst 11 sie a e deuned nil but certain when the 
theenn^, intclh D enct, armed that Lall} and his nrmv had sit out in an opposite 
direction 

After celebrating Iils triumph in Pomlicheir} Lall} turned Ins attention to m*r* 
the state of the hnancts, and learned that tlu treasur} was almost emptv Ihe ti\ 1 
fact not only disappointed linn but aroused Ius indignation foi he stron 0 l} sus u ^ * 
pectcd th it the greater part of the ofhcmls w ere engaged m s} stematie embezzle 0 
ment tnnclnng themselves b} plundering thur emplo}ers To a man of his 
vvaiin temperament suspicion was equivalent to proof and he was unspnun_ 
in his sarcasms igunst the govemoi and counul An open quanel ensued anti 
much time w as w asted m unprofitable bickei in a Meanwhile the w ant of mone} 
onl} became more piessing Tin troops were clunounng for then arrears of 
pa} How were the} to be discharged and how could nil} tnteipuse of import 
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ance be nuclei taken with an exhausted ticasni) ? In this perplexity an expe- 
dient which it was thought might meet the necessities of the case was suggested 
In 1751 the King of Tanjoie, when attacked by Chunda Sahib, bad pui chased 
piesent lelief by giantmg him a bond foi 5,600,000 mpees Tins bond was m 
possession of the government of Pondioheiry "Why not attempt to make it 
a variable? The same kind of piessuie which had extolled it fiom the king, 
might be successfully employed to extoil payment The enuunstances weie 
pecuhaily favomable Not only w r cie the Butish, to whom alone the lung 
could look foi assistance, unable to furnish it, but m tbc foit oi St Dai id a 
prisoner had been found whose piesence with the aim}' might be made to woik 
effectually upon his feais This pnsonei was Gatica, the uncle of a claimant to 
the Tan] oi e tin one, wdiose pietensions the Madias piesidency, tempted bj the 
offei of Devicotta, and othei advantages, laslily under took to suppoit in 1710 
The pioceedmgs, wdnch w r ei e disgiaceful to the presidency, have nheariy been 
detailed, and it is theiefoie sufficient lieie to mention, as the icsult, that on 
finding it impossible to succeed by foice, they suddenly changed sides, and made 
a soi did baigain, by wdnch, m letuin foi the cession of Devicotta by the 
leigmng soveieign, thc} r not only ceased to he the piotectois, but engaged to 
become the jaileis of the claimant A tnnelj warning of what was intended 
enabled lnm to escape, but Ins uncle, wriio managed foi him, and was the more 
formidable rival of the tw r o, was impiisoncd in Ins stead This was the hnple-s 
individual who was now to be a tool m the hands of the Fiench to oxtoit 
money, in the same mannei as his nephew had been used by the Buti^li to 
extort the cession of a fort 

A lovmg expedition to Tanjoie was thus, under the mfiucnce of pecuniary 
emhanassment, preferred to the siege of Madias, and Lally, leai mg 600 men of his 
own legiment, with 200 sepoys, to foim a camp of observation between Alum- 
par va and Pondiclieny, commenced Ins march southward with the lemamdei of 
the aimy The improvidence manifested on Ins foimei expedition was lepeated, 
as if the lesson of a dear-bought expeuence had been lost upon lnm, and the 
troops, not only unprovided with the means of tianspoit, but destitute even 
of necessary food, were subjected to every species of privation, m passing 
tin ought a countiy of singular difficulty Befoie leaching Camcal, to winch, as 
the place of lendezvous, the heavy aitilleiy and cumbious stoies had been sent 
by sea, they had crossed no fewei than sixteen uveis, seveial of them accessible 
only after wading through extensive flats of mud and sand They weie thus 
employed during seven days, and in the whole seven had not once leceived 
a legular meal The King of Tanjoie, now that the enemy had arrived in 
Ins country, had little confidence in the aimy wdnch he had collected, not only 
among his own subjects, but by means of lemfoi cements diawn fiom various 
other quarters The British, who should have been Ins pnncipal resource, 
rather tantalized than assisted him, by sending lmn a detachment of 500 
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sepov s v ith ten European artillerymen and 300 Colleries or nati\ e peons v d i s. 
drawn from the neighbouring pol}gars. But if the King of lanjore was 
unable to cope with his enemy in the ojien field he avis at least Ins equal in 
diplomacy and opened a negotl ition wlueli whatever ini 0 ht be its issue w mild 
nt least lmc the efTect of procuring a lespitc. Lall} was within six miles of 
the cit} of Tanjore when he received a message from the King proposing that 
a conference should be held with a view to arran 0 e the terms of accommo 
dation Nothing w is more anxiously desired b} the French coinimndei who 
probably had begun to feel that the enterpuse in which lie was engaged was 
of very doubtful police inasmuch as it was onlv delaying the execution of 
other enterprises of fir more lmjiortnnce In order therefore that not a 
moment might he lost he halted Ins arm} and sent forward two deputies t 
captain and a Jeuit with full powers to treat Iheir first demand was pa} 
ment of the puncipal and interest of the bond granted to Clmnda Silub Ihc 
km 0 made n» oiler so paltr} that it nu 0 ht it once have been rejected, ihc 
deputies however deemed it necessar} to report it to Lall} who sent them 
luck with a demand strangely modified Instead of the whole sum due under 
the bond lie would accept 1 000 000 rupees in mono} 000 drau 0 ht bullocl s 
and 10 000 lbs. weight of gunpowdei As the latter pait of the deni md would 
have acquainted the Ltn 0 with the fact that in the hnrr} of the expedition this 
essential element of warfare had been very inidequntch provided the deputies 
more prudent than their pnneipil had the good sense to suppress it The king 
refused the bullocl s, on the plausible pretext that his religion did not allow him 
to supply them but seemed w»lhn 0 to increase the amount of his inonc} oflei 
Lall} when mule aware tint the gunj>owdcr had not been mentioned dis 
approved of the prudent i il considerations w hah had influenced the deputies and 
sent them biek not onl} to mention it but to insist upon it as an indispensable 
part of tlie arrangement The result was as had been anticipated Slonncjee 
who w es still the kin Q s general scouted the proposal ns an insult and the nc e o 
tution terminated nbrupth 

I ally now anxious to recover the time lie hid lost nninediatel} moved Ins 
camp and tool possession without opposition of the pettih or suburbs on the 
east side of the cit} -wall A a }et howcvei he was totall} unprepaied for 
attempting i siege Onl} a few pieces of ordnance had accompanied the arm} 
and those shipped for Cirricil had not armed At lost when 6ome heav} 
cannon were biou 0 ht forward the 1 mg bee unc once more nlaxincd uul to pro\ e 
lus sincere desire for peace made a payment of o0 000 mpees to account on 
receiving the Jesuit and a lieutenant colonel as hostages foi repa}inent of this 
idvance in the event of hostilities being lenevved On this footin 0 negotiations 
were renewed md seemed approaching, to a successful result when Lall} 
thinl in 0 he had obtained proof of the kings insinceiity sent Dubois the com 
missar} of his arm} to reproach him with his msinceiit} At the same tune 
Vol I 76 
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he s umm oned a council of wai, and having obtained fiom it a confirmation oi 
his own opinion, that no leliance could be placed on piofessions of peace, and that 
the siege ought forthwith to be commenced, and piosecuted with the utmost 
vigoui, wiote a lettei denouncing vengeance on both town and countiy, and 
even threatening to cany off the king and his whole family as slaves to the 
Mauntius This thieat fixed the wavenng lesolution of the king, who an- 
nounced his deteimmation to defend himself to the last extiemity Captain 
Calliaud, who, though repeatedly applied to foi assistance, had hesitated so long 
as negotiations with the Fiench weie pending, now sent fioni Tnchmopoly a 
i emfoi cement consisting of 500 of Ins best sepoys, with two excellent seigeants, 
and seventeen cannoneeis 

After determining on the siege, Laity pushed on the necessary opeiations with 
gieat activity, and two breaching battenes, one of tlnee and the otliei of two 
guns, weie opened, on the 2d of August, within 400 yards of the south wall The 
effect fell fai slioit of what had been expected Five days’ firing pioduced a 
breach of only six feet wide, and yet exhausted so much of the impel feet supply 
of ammunition, that only 150 cliaiges foi the cannon wei-e left The supply of the 
tioops was still more deficient, amounting to no moie than twenty cartridges a 
man Noi was this all The Tanjonnes, though reiy ineffective as leguhu 
troops, weie excellent sknmislieis, and had so much mcieased the difficulty of 
obtaining piovisions, that not moie than two days’ consumption remained 
Rumours, too, of a naval engagement, m which Count d’Achd had been worsted, 
began to pie vail, and the whole piospect looked so gloomy that Laity summoned 
a council of wai, and submitted to them, as the only alternative, to assault forth- 
with oi laise the siege Of the twelve officers foimmg the council only two 
advocated the boldei couise, the rest, with Laity at then head, decided against 
it This decision could not long remain a secret Monaejee, on being made 
acquainted with it, immediately collected all Ins foices, and well nigh succeeded 
m suipiismg the Fiench camp He was repulsed with difficulty, and continued, 
after the letieat commenced, to follow with clouds of cavali The damage 
inflicted was not senous, and Laity, though burning with shame at his discom- 
fiture, and at the loss of all his batteung cannon and heavy baggage, had reason 
to congiatulate himself and Ins aimy on an almost mnaculous escape ■when they 
at length succeeded m leaching Caincal Then anxiety, howevei, was not at 
an end, foi the fust sight which met them was the English squadion riding at 
anclioi m the mouth of the uvei 

Admnal Pococke, after endeavounng m vain to leach Fort St David m time 
to prevent its piematuie sunendei, letiaced Ins steps, and anclioi ed in the Road 
of Madias Heie eight weeks weie spent m making repans and m obtaining 
necessary supplies, and the 25th of July ai lived befoie the squadron was again 
ready to put to sea Havmg sailed on that day it came m sight of Pondiclieny 
on the 2 /tli, and beheld Count dAclid’s squadron at anclioi Befoie night 
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both squadrons -were out nt sea tuul seemed equally determined to mal c ai> i s 
tin other trial of their strength mid prowess. The weather however proa ed so ~ 
unfivourablo that they weie tossed about occasionally losing sight of each 
other and were not able to meet front to front and fonn their lines till the 
2d of August The battle was fou e ht not fir from Garricnl and ended in the 
discomfiture of the Ircneli who drew off after several of their ships hid sus 
tamed serious damage. Their usual tactics saved them from pursuit While 
the British aimed chiefly nt the hulls of the vessels they mined chiefly at the 
masts and rigging and thus crippled their opponents so iflictunlly that though 
\dmirnl Pocoehc threw out the signal for ft gcneml chase it proved utterly 
fruitless. In less than ten minutes Count dAchd and Ins ships were nearly 
out of cannon shot. This distance was rnpidlv inerts ed and within four hours 
after the action ceased the hindmost I rcnch was five miles in advance of the 
foremost British ship As it was hopeless to continue puch a chase Admiral 
Pocoche returned and was anchored its Ins l>ccn stated in the mouth of the 
river about three miles efT Gimcal when Lallv arrived from lus ill fated 
attempt on Tanjore. 

Count d Ac1h / now satisfied of the inability of his squadron to encounter 
that of the Bntish again anchored in the Itoad of Pondicherrv as close to the h 

shore as the depth of water would allow He was haunted with the idea that ’ !r "' 
Admiral Pococl e was remaining to windward solelv with the view of seizing the 
first available opportunity to attach him Having tins conviction lie felt 
insecure even under the protection of the battcriei of Pondicherry and to the 
dismay of its inhabitants announced Ins determination to quit the coast and 
make the best of Ins way to the Mauritius. Bally startled by tins intelligence 
hastened to Pondicherry and bached by the nuthouty of a mired council which 
he had summoned to discuss the matter endeavoured paitly by persuasion and 
partly by menace to induce Count d \chd either to encounter the Lnglish 
squadron once more, or at le est to defer lus departure so long as it continued 
on the coast He did not succeed Hie 1 rcnch admiral supported by all Ins 
captains, declared it impossible either to fight or remain and after consenting 
with much reluctance to leave 500 of his sailors and marines to serve on slioie 
set sad vv itli all lus slaps and turned lus bad on India 

Lally while smarting under his recent failure at Tanjore was not disposed ^ 
to allow the whole or even the larger portion of the blame to rest on Ins own ti i s 
shoulders and found little difficulty m satisfying himself that if all had done M 
their duty as well as ho did lus tlio result would have been very ddfeient In 
thus attemptm 0 Ins own vindication he made rash and intemperate charges 
both against Ins own officers and the leading members of the government He 
thus stirred up a new host of enemies who fought him with Ins own weapon 
Charges of misconduct vv ere freely bandied to and fro and Lally had the mor 
tification to I now that throughout the settlement and m its highest official 
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AD i 75 s was supposed to be bis object, and as both parties weie now fully alive to its 
nnpoitance, the piesidency, alaamed foi the safety of <t supply of provisions ■which 

was then on the 
w aj to it, and on 
the amval of 
which its ability 
to make a success- 
ful defence would 
gicatly depend, le- 
solved immediate- 
ly to take the field, 
with 1200 Euro- 
peans and 1 800 
sepoys foimmg 
by fax the laigei 
part of the Madias 
gainson One-half 

of these tioops, undei Colonel Diapei, advanced to Vandalooi, about half-way 
between Madias and Clnngleput, the othei half, undei command of Colonel 
Lawrence halted at St Tliomd in a position which both coveied Madias and 
kept open a communication with Diapei These movements defeated the 
enemy’s design on the convoy of piovisions, and the safety of Clnngleput was 
effectually secuied. Lally’s disappointment was gieat The dangei of leaving 
such a place m Ins rear was sufficiently obvious, but he detei mined to mn 
the lisk, as he had only a choice of difficulties, and might, m attempting to 
take Clnngleput lose the only opportunity which he might have to lay siege to 
Madras 

Lilly -ip On the 7th of Decembei, Lally, now advancing with Ins whole aiiny, halted 

pears befoie 

Madras at Vandaloor All the British tioops which had taken the field weie still sta- 
tioned at St Tliomd, under Colonel Lawrence This able and cautious officei 
had no intention to nslc a general action, and theiefoie, on penetiatmg the 
object of a feint which Lally employed with some dextenty, m the hope ol 
placing himself between the city and the camp, he stiuclc Ins tents and moved 
with Ins whole foice to the Choultiy Plain, lying about a mile and a half south- 
west of Fort St Geoige Lally halted at St Thomd till the morning of the 
12 th, when he again moved and continued Ins approach A smart cannonade 
was meanwhile kept up by both sides, but as Colonel Lawience had no othei 
object m removing without the walls than to gam time, he letired as the enemy 
appioaclied, and marched with Ins mam body into the foit, leaving only some 
detachments ot Euiopeans and sepoys to guaid the passes of the Black Town 
As soon as the fort was thus occupied, the council of the piesidency assembled 
and committed the defence of the siege to the governor, Mi Pigott, with a lecom- 
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mend ition to take the mU ice of Colonel Law renct on nil occasions After nil a d 
the outposts were called m the whole force nvmlnblc f >r the defence of Madras 
amounted to 17u8 I uropcam nnd 2220 xepo}s Besides these *M)U horse on 
whom little dependence could he placed accompanied the nabob who took refuge 
m tin fort when the encampment nt St ihomc was abandoned The btsit 0 trs 
numbered 2700 1 umjx. ms and 1000 native troops. Of the former H)0 weic 
cavalr} excellcntlv mounted and disciplined and ncconhn e to Omu the 
greatest munlitr which had hitherto appeared together in Indue 

The details of the siege jkk>s<*s little interest 1 he Iliad Joun not ndnut 7V 
ting of efieetud defence the l renth games! e is\ possession of it nnd immedi 
atel} began to | illa^t Among other things the} discos end a 1 ir 0 t qu intit} of 
amok in which the common nohliers indulged so fnt l\ that according to tin 
report of some spies most of them were unfit for dut\ 1 Ins report Midges ted to 
Colonel Draper the probable success of n ieall\ Ho was authormd to attempt 
it and nbout midnight marched out of the w < stem rauhn nt the Ik ad of »00 
picked men *so cart less were tho cncm\ that thee n ached u main street of the 
Black Town without being discovered and w null prolwblv Imc gamed a decide I 
advantage had not tho drummers of the detichuunt who wen. mostl} black 
bo}s RuddtnU of their own ncconl lH.itthogn.iudierHinnn.il and liccn follow 1 1 
In n general Irnzn from the whole Imo. rims put up n tin ir guard the eneiii} 
Miccecded after n short struggle mnpainn^thi t Ifixts of tin surprise ami very 
nearl} cut off the retreat of the att ickin„ part} Several blunders perhaps 
unavoidable m the darl ness, were committed on laith iehs but the result on 



the whole was to give the hesitgers nn unfivoui ible impression of the couragi vi t 
and discipline of the garrison — an impression indeed so uiifav ourable tliat one 
of the most experienced of tho Frenoli ofiiters proposed a general assault, and 
volunteered to lead the pnucipil nttnel himself I he proposal m which there 
was probabl} more bravado than seriousness was not entert lined and the tree 
tion of batteries was immedntely commenced A few da}s experience within 
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the fort satisfied the nabob, and he was at his own request, and greatly to the 
lelief of the ganison, shipped with his family on boaid a Dutch vessel which was 
lying m the roads, and engaged to land linn at Negapatain, whence he might 
easily pioceed to Tnchmopoly 

The opeiations of the besiegeis were much retaided by obstacles, paitly the 
lesult of then own unpiovidence For some time after they had invested the 
foit, the gieater pait of then aitilleiy, which had been shipped at Alumpaiva, 
was at sea detained by conti aiy winds, and they were unable to open then file 
befoie the 2d of Jammy 1759 Meanwhile they weie kept constantly on the 
aleit both by sallies from the ganison and by detached parties, headed chiefly 
by Mahmood Issoof, an excellent sepoy commandei of Clive’s training, who 
intercepted seveial of their convoys, and devastated the countiy fiom which 
they denved then puncipal supplies When the file did open it was veiy ineffec- 
tive It pioceeded onty fiom two battenes, and was moie than answeied by the 
foit, the woiks of which lemamed umnjuied, though the shells did considerable 
damage to the most conspicuous public buildings So little weie the besiegeis 
satisfied with their first fire that they desisted, and allowed several days to elapse 
before they ventuied to resume it By this time the number of then guns had 
been inci eased, and the effect pioduced was proportionably gieatei Not a few of 
the guns of the foit were disabled, and the tienclies winch had been commenced 
at a bieastwoilc tin own up close to the sea, 580 yaids from the covered way, had 
been gradually advanced by zigzags to the distance of fifty yards On the 23d 
of January, the fire of the besiegeis began to slacken The cause pioved to be 
a want of ammunition, and they were waiting toi a supply by a bngantine which 
had sailed from Pondiclieny on the 14th, when intelligence was leceived which 
completely changed the piospects of besiegers and besieged Admnal Pococke 
had amved at Bombay on the 10th of December, wlieie he had been joined by 
the two ships of the line fiom England, and on the 31st, six of the Company’s 
ships, having on boaid 600 men belonging to Colonel Diapei’s legiment, had 
sailed under convoy of two fugates, and weie 011 their way to Madras 

Laity was now aware that the assault, if it was to be made at all, could not 
be much longei delayed Indeed, a geneial rumoui prevailed that it was to take 
place on the veiy night when the intelligence was received, and m this belief the 
whole ganison lemamed at then posts under arms till morning The lumoui 
was gioundless, and anothei foitnight was to elapse before a bieacli which had 
any appeal ance of being piacticable could be effected Meanwhile the siege 
continued, though the hopes of the besiegeis weie becoming famtei and famtei 
On the 30th, a vessel was descued to the southwaid She proved to be the 
Company s ship Shafteshui y, and was one of those expected fiom Bombay As 
the woist sailei among them, she had been made the hospital ship, and left 
behind on the 7th of the month off the south of Ceylon Shortly aftei, botli 
wind and eunent began to favour liei, and she was the fiist to leach the destined 
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port She added nothing to the strength of the garrison for the only soldiers on a d i ® 
board weie thirty six men all sick but she brought what was become e\ en more 
necessary than men — thirty seven chests of silver and a large quantity of mill 
tary stores On the 7th of February a breach was made which Lally who was a ire 1 
naturally sanguine and had become very impatient thought practicable His ™ 1 
engineers and artillery officers on being consulted were not only of a different 
opinion but \olunteered though unasked to add that the continuance of tin 
siege seemed to them only a sacrifice of the lives ol men without any proba 
bility of success Lally though he combated this desponding view with much 
\ lvacity could hardly avoid peiceiving that there was only too great a proba 
bility of its eventually proving correct During the first weeks of the siege the 
soldiers had received only half pay latterly their pay had been stopped alto 
gether and while the native troops w ere gradually thinning away by desertion 
the Europeans were threatening to become mutinous The gunpowder was 
nearly and the bomb shells wholly expended and it was only with the utmost 
difficulty that a precarious and very inadequate supply of pro\ lsions could be 
procured Amid all these discouraging circumstances the garrison already strong 
enough to make a successful defence was m daily expectation of a powerful 
reinforcement Nothm 0 more was necessary than its arm al to compel an instant 
abandonment of the siege The ships long detained by contrary winds and cur 
rents which had obliged them to make their voyage by proceeding along tho 
east coast of the Bay of Bengal at length on the ICth of February made their 
appearance m the north east steering directly for the road. No words says Am 
Lally are adequate to desenbe the effect which they produced His resolu neet 
hon was at once taken but as a cloak to it lie kept up bis fire with more \ rvacity 
than before The rumour again spread that the a sault was about to be made 
and the garrison were once more kept a whole night under arms Tliis appa 
rent activ lty and resolution was only a feint and when morning dawned tlu 
besiegers were seen in full march towards the Choultry Plain So burned was 
their departure that Lally was unable to execute the resolution which he had 
formed from the first to reduce the Black Town to ashes in the ev ent of being 
compelled to ruse the siege and besides leaving cannon amountm 0 in all to 
fifty two pieces he did not even attempt to transport bis sick and wounded It 
was not an o\ ersiglit for in the hospital where forty two Europeans w ere lying 
a letter was found, in which he recommended them to the governor s care It 
is needless to say that no such recommendation was required m order to secure 
the performance of a simple act of humanity The w hole loss of men by the gar 
nson during the siege including those who deserted or were taken prisoners 
amounted to 579 Europeans and 7C2 sepoys the loss of the besiegers is not™ fc* 
accnrateh 1 nown hut it has been inferred from an intercepted letter of Lally 
that it must liav e amounted in Europeans alone to at least 700 Considering 
the length of the siege — exactly tu o months from the day of breal mg ground — 
a ol I "7 
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ad 1-57 the casualties were fewei than might have been expected, but both besiegers 
and besieged, while displaying abundance of skill and eouiage, were cautious not 
to expose themselves unnecessarily, and avoided seiious loss by fighting for the 
most part under covei Lally was peimitted to continue Ins letieat with little 
intenuption, and retired upon Aicot Tlieie we must foi the present leave lnm, 
and tui n to another quarter which had become the scene of important events 
state of Shortly after Bussy had, by withdrawing with his tioops fiom the Deccan, 

theDewn relinquished the fiuit of all his distinguished achievements, the mtiigues which 
had long been earned on at the couit of Salabut Jung, and had lepeatedly 
threatened to overthrow the Fiench ascendency, bioke out afiesli, and even 
pioceeded to open violence The soubahdai, who was a man of a feeble and 
indolent character became a meie pageant m the hands of his brothei Nizam 
All and Basalut Jung, who, though pui suing sepaiate and opposite schemes of 
ambition, deemed it politic foi a time to combine then mteiests "When Bussy 
announced Ins determination to depart, Salabut Jung could seal cely believe him 
serious, and when he went to take Ins leave, the timoious old soubahdai, tin owing 
aside all lestiamt, expressed himself in teims boidenng on despan He called 
Bussy the guaidian angel of his life and fortune, and distinctly intimated that 
the day he lost lnm he would considei his own unhappy fate as sealed He had 
good cause foi lus foiebocbngs, foi Nizam All, at fiist contented to use lnm as 
Ins tool, was bent on seizing Ins throne In the course of natuie he would have 
leached it without a cinne, as he had been lecognized as Ins hen to the soubah- 
slnp, but he was too impatient to wait, and seemed the object of Ins ambition 
by first imprisoning and then murdenng Ins bi other These, howevei, weie 
only the ultimate results of Bussy ’s lecall, the moie immediate results were 
manifested in the Northern Circais, where the Fiench had foi some time luled 
as absolute masters The importance of then possessions m this quartei was 
too well known to be overlooked even by Lally, with all Ins lashness, and 
theiefore, m the lettei by which Bussy was leealled, he enjomed lnm to leave, 
undei an officei of the name of Conflans, as many tioops as might be deemed 
necessary to msuie then safety Undei oichnaiy cncumstances the numbei left 
would have sufficed, but a dangei not apprehended was at hand, and Conflans, 
whose military talents weie of the lowest possible oidei, was totally unfit to 
contend against it 


State of 
affairs i nthe 
N ortliem 
Circars 


Bussy, m answer to an earnest application fiom Surajah Dowlah, had 
determined to lead a foice into Bengal by way of Onssa, and with that view 
had marched north to the sea-port town of Ganjam, wlieie he was deterred 
from proceeding farthei by mtelhgence of the captuie of Chandernagore In 
letiacmg Ins steps he was bent on retaliating the mjuiy which French commerce 
had thus sustained, and led his troops against Yizagapatam, and the other 
factories which the English Company possessed within the limits of the Cncars 
They weie devoid of any means of effectual resistance, and wei e all captured 
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towards the end of 17o7 The loss to the Compart} was serious for m addition idu 
to the goods and other property pillaged from them the} were forcibl} excluded 
from a profitable branch of trade those of the fictones situated on aims of the 
Godavery having 
been accustomed 
annuall} to provide 
700 hales of excel 
lent cloths at a cheap 
rate for the home 
market The ie 
co\ery of the facto 
ries wrested from 
them was of coiuse 
earnestl} desired by 
theCompan} and a 
rajah of the name of 
Anunderauz whose 
territory lay in the 

provinces of Rvjalimundry and Cicacole doubtless aware of this desire offered ' » 

them his assistance Deeply offended at some arrangements which Bussy lnd \ ^ 
made he no sooner heard of Ins recall than he took up arms and b} a sudden 
dash made himself master of Vizagapatam His ambition now was to expel the 
French from all the provinces which had been ceded to them The attempt was 
too formidable to he undertaken b} lnmself single handed and he therefore 
made overtures to the president} of Madras offenn e to reinstate them in 
Vizagapatam as the first pledge of Ins sincere desire for then alliance When 
in consequence of the threatening aspect of affairs in the Carnatic lus offers off ™ t^t ^ 
were declined he made the same proposal to the presidenc} of Bengal It was 
\oted delusive and chimerical by nil the members except Clive to whom 
independent of its other merits it had the special recommendation of piomising 
to do good service to his former emplo} ers at Madras He must hav e regretted 
his inability to return the troops which had onl} been temporaril} intrusted to 
him for the expedition to Bengal but some compensation might now be given 
by creating a diversion in their favour The French seeing their ceded pro 
v mces in danger would be obh 0 ed either to submit to the loss of them or to 
succour them by weakening themselves m the Carnatic In either case a most 
important object would he gamed A delay of some months however was 
necessar} The proposal of Anunderauz was made in Jul} 1758 and no action 
could be taken upon it till the change of the monsoon in September or October 
In the interv al the question vv as naturall} asked — Wh} if troops could be 
spared for an expedition to the Circars should the} not be sent at once to 
Madras when the certainty of an approaching siege would enable them to give 
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ad 175s the diiect aid so uigently required, instead of being employed meiely to make 
a diversion ? The question did not admit of a full, or at least of an ingenuous 
answer, and there is ground to suspect that the piefeience given to the Cncais 
was dictated, not so much by a conviction of its being the best, as of its being 
the safest and most politic course In the Circais the tioops would still be sub- 
ject to the authority of the Bengal piesidency, and might be lecalled should any 
emergency render it necessary, wheieas, if they were sent to Madias, the 
authonties there might imitate the example which Clive himself had set, and 
easily find pietexts foi refusing to allow them to letum 
Forde 8 ex On these and similar prudential consideiations, an expedition to the Cncars 

thec'roars to act in concert with Anundeiauz having been deteimined, the command of it 
was given to Colonel Forde This officei, ongmally attached to Adlei cion’s 
regiment m the king’s seivice, had quitted it on the invitation of the Bengal 
presidency to take the command of then aimy m the event of Clive’s departure 
It will be seen that the wisdom of this choice was fully justified by the event 
The expedition, consisting of 500 Euiopeans, 2000 sepoys, and 100 lascais, 
with six biass six-pounders as field-pieces, six twenty-foiu poundeis for batteiy, 
a howitzer, and an eight-inch moitai, left the rivei m the end of Septembei, 
but owing to tempestuous weather did not leacli Vizagapatam till the 20th of 
Octobei Anundeiauz, who was encamped with his tioops at the foit of Cossim- 
cotah, about twenty miles to the westwaid, had alieady fulfilled his piomise by 
delivering up Vizagapatam to a seivant of the Company, who had been sent 
fiom Calcutta foi that puipose, but at the same time declined to furnish any 
money Forde’s military chest had been supplied with rupees and gold 
mohurs to an aggregate amount of about £14,000 It was evident that this 
sum would be speedily exhausted, and some time was spent m adjusting the 
Treaty with terms on which the laiah’s and Company’s foices weie to co-opeiate At length 

Anunchriuz 1 ° 

a legular treaty was drawn up, stipulating that all plundei should be equally 
divided that the countries conquered should belong to the lajali, the sea-ports 
and towns at the mouths of rivei s, with the revenues of the distucts annexed 
to them, being, however, leserved to the Company that no proposal foi the 
alienation or restitution of the temtoiy and towns acquned should be entertained 
without the consent of both parties and that the lajali should furnish 50,000 
lupees a month for the expenses of the army Befoie this tieaty was concluded, 
the united army moved so slowly that neaily a month was spent in advancing 
thnty miles beyond Cossrmcotali At length, however, the maicli was com- 
menced m earnest, and on the 3d of December Conflans, who had collected the 
French tioops fiom all parts, was seen stiongly posted about foity miles fiom 
Rajalimundiy, on the highioad leading to it fiom Vizagapatam His foice 
consisted of 500 Euiopeans, with more cannon than they could use at once, and 
a large number of native troops, including 500 horse and 6000 sepoys Foide’s 
ongmal foice gained much m numbers but little m effective strength from Ins 
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junction with the rajah whose whole arm} consisted of 500 paltry horse and a n 1 
a 000 foot most of them armed with pikes and hows In fact the only things 
ot \alue which he furnished were four field pieces managed by fort} Europeans 
w horn he had collected 

Forde having advanced to within four miles of the French camp endea f i a r 
\oured to bung them to action by threatening to place himself in their rear 
and thus cut off their communication with Bajahraundry At last by a senes of 
manoeuvres he succeeded m convincing Conflans that he was afraid of him and 
was prepanng to retreat Nothing moie was necessar} to induce this incom 
petent commander to forego all the advantages of Ins position Suddenly 
forming lus line he advanced to the attack in much haste and little order 
The native troops on either side were quickly routed and the decision of the 
da} was left almost entirely to the Europeans. The confu ed manner in which 
Conflans had formed bis line gave Forde a decided idvantage After a 
murderous fire which broke the French ranks lie drove them back in disoider 
and before they had time to rally oidered i chaige winch resulted in the capture 
of all their guns After the flight had become general a stand might still have 
been made it the camp but those within it onl} w uted till an assault was 
threatened and then hastened off in the utmost confusion Among the fugitives 
none was more conspicuous than Conflans who rode w ith siu h speed that he 
measured the distance of forty miles before midnight and sought refuge m 
Rajabmundry Here he w as joined by the wrecks of bis arm} but his fears still 
pursued lura and Forde on arriving nest da} found the place evacuated In 
the fort a large quantity of ammunition and military stores vv as found 

his victory was gained on the 9th of December and had Anunderauz been n 1 
less tard} in Ins movement? might have been imraediatel} followed by more 
brilliant successes He did not make Ins appearance till the lGth and even 
then only emplo}ed lumself in endeavouring to evade the pa}raents to which he 
had bound lumself b} express stipulition To meet Ins wishes the tieaty was 
modified to the effect that all the money furnished by him should he considered 
as a loan and that all the countries which mi a ht be conquered be}ond the 
Godavery with the exception of those belonging to the French should be 
equally divided between lnm and the Bntish In the altercations caused by 
his shuffling conduct more time was wasted than might have sufficed to accom 
plish all the objects of the expedition The army could not be again put m 
motion till the 28tli of Januar} 3759 Its destination was WasuLipatam The 
first town of importance on the road was Yalore or more properl} Ellore the 
capital of a province of the same name one of the four ceded to the French 
lhe Bntisli reached it on the Gth of February Anunderauz w ho had been levying 
contributions on tlie nght and left did not make bis ippearance till the 18tli 
nd after bis amval wov e so many pretexts for delay that a new start could not 
be made before the 1st of March Colonel Forde had now more cause than ever 



o! IM*I\ 




G1 1 


i > > 


\ T> IT 0 


iriti 

• it '"ilitiitt 
Ittn wit'i 
•in nriin 


\mmd< i in/ f«n lii * i » \ *»lt \S ! ■ u tb 


* to 



t 

r 


i / 


i 


/ 


j i - 


/* 


7»f t tr rt 

MAS 1 Ul’Al \ M 

\% l,i1 


JU^ln % It 0 I > i \ \ \\< 

% l rii^i * v \ i I Mi 

!» lm* h 5 i j * 


<* M toliJi * IS 

<1 ( I JA 

r MutU f x\, s 

r ( Inin h% tr»l ■* 

p (irrM p^t s 


l k ' t - 
ti V l 
i Yi ^ t * *• l 

« h"' ) * * \ <* * ! 

< 1 »! r 1* r* t f 4 . 


Ind 5 

' ’» 

ihp 

4 > 

t. ' »*.*r 

i 1 

1 



0 {..* 

>1 







to 

‘ M* 


’ t 


t 1 / 

r 


b d 

M 

‘b: ■ 

* 

dti 

1 ft 

# 

t 

• 

*1 , 

f>.t 


1 s t 

a i 

i ** 


5 

it 

1 i t r 

C n 

i So 

* 

b 1 V ' 

! . ! 

l 

1 

1 u * 

t 

i tH 

4 

, i 

1 f 

. 


0 /' * 1 

•* * V 

s- - 

iV 

' u * r 

r i 

* 

> 

a t 1 

1 <b 

• * . 

1 * 

* 

I r,, %, 

* t 

\ 

1 r 

to V 

t ti. 


, > 

, O 

i- 

t 




S 

r *” t > 

t 

,, r * 

i* 

t 



t 

> t >* 

♦ 

♦» * ! u. 

\ 1 


1 

1 

t , 

/ » 1 

I.Ul 4 

i 

i.MU * 

b. - 

r 



1 ! 

\ ** V 1 

\ 

ft . ! 

5 l 

« 



, 

U 

*. ' 

- [ is • 

t 




\ 

* i 


r r , "* 

t t 

- 



H 

» 

f 

<■ i 

t, 

1 



1 , 

• *■ r 1 

i 1 1 

5 


t 

f 

V » 

► 


J, 

' f 

* 

‘ ' t 

1 1 . 

, * 

tl 

- 

r. , 

i l 

1 

* b. 1 

t 


< 

* 

J 


M- ! 

;’ r t 

f - . 

b 

b 

* 

t 

h 

>* . i 

.t 

t : t t ’ t 

. % ' 

* 



s 

hi b 

! 

'U t* 

b 

*1 

i 


!; 

ap n* 

tl 

i U . 

U O 


r 

~~ J 

• t 

.b i, 

l-V * 

t l* i 

\ lb 

♦ 

• ‘ 

- 1, * 

% 1 

t f V K V r i 1 
* 

to 

><t 1 > 

f > * 
f 

- 

t 


III 

,< lit ><{ 

\<h> I! 

% 

\ 

i 

• r 


' t 

* " z * l J 
<xM ~ < * - 1 ] 


J * »* t i 
l £ '* 

joining ti' ” th> Kt *a 

tin nntb 1 f‘ i* * mu not 

|;.(J(I0 !,t>r mi ‘JiMMin 
foot Foide bad thus the alaunmg pro j>-*< t ot « m >mnb ting m S >d <.5 
Unco aimics A solditi of le--s mne would lm\* j>ui >1 b {*>*-, <• minium/ 
Imnsclf to «l contest v tth such ft at f til odd-. Hn t mrtg» mi l dm. mi oh tii. 
contiaiy, rose with the dnngei, and lie dfbrnmnd to pro*«<d Un tie* <>th «*t 
Match, lie came in sight of Mnsubpatnin, and on tlm * 11 m d i\ r. > < t\ > 1 tin 
giatifymg intelligence that Lull} had been lompelled t<uai«* tin s t , g, of Madri 

M’umii Masuhpatam consisted of a town md a ioit '1 he town, a pin-- of gr* d 

pat un mul * 

its fort extent, occupied a using ground bet worn two morale-, and was .. pu it«d bom 
the sea by a nauow' belt of ‘sandhills. The fort, situat*d *>uth t ist oi the 
town, and communicating with it across one of the nmmws be a bund ruiw 
way 2000 yauls m length, foimcd an lrregulm parallelogram S00 uiub long 
fiom noitb to south, and about GOO cauls bioad On the \u 4 noitb, and cut 
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it was inclosed b\ tlie morass, and on the south b} a sound partly formed b} ai> 1 
the discharge of an arm of the kistna. The onh hard ground w itlun n mile of ~ 
the fort, on the north and west wits formed b} a few patches of sand which rose 
above the morass but on tlie cast the belt of sandhills was on!} about 800 
\ ards distant 

Conflans with Ins troops w as encamped in the town ami might eosih b} 
throwing up an entrenchment on the hard ground between the morasses have 
placed an insuperable barnir in the wa\ of I ortle s approach Instead of this 
lie onty waited till the nil oiling force appeared and then retreated b\ the cause- 
wax into the fort Thus unobstructed I ordc took up his station on the Kinds 
to the north co. t while Anundcrauz and the /cmtndarof Nnruporc whom he 
lmd induced to join him took possession of the town, The defences of the fort 
though modernized b) tlie landi after the} took posessiun of it in 17»>1 could 
not be considered strong Then was a ditch but no glacis and the walls com 
|M«cd of mud faced with brick were on the west rorth and cast llankcel with 
elexen Uastions. 1 lie south hide w as considered to be miflicicntli defended b} 
its j>osition m tlie sound The gatcwa\ was at the north west angle facing the 
eausewa} 120 xnnls of winch was comcrted into a eapomcre terminatin', in a 
strong ravelin. 

J he besiegers were far too few m number to make regular approaches to the » 
fort and determined to attack it bj batteries crectc<l on the sands on the cast 
Tins j>osit»on Ik sides lieing the nearest to the walls had the advantage of " l>at “’ 
giving read} access to the shore on which tlie battonn^ nrtiller} which had 
been brought b} sea was to lie landed. Ultunntih the whole artillcr\ emplo}cd 
in the attach consisted of four twenty four four eighteen and two tw die 
pounders mounted on three detached batteries without the communication of 
trenches It was certainty nur) liold not to sa\ a rash attempt to take such 
a plnct 1>} such feeble means. Not onty should the fin of the fort have been 
able to overpower tliat wlileh was broujit against it but the gnmson outnum 
lured the attacking force. Conflaits howcitr was too ignorant and timid to 
turn his advantage to account and remained cooped up within the walls cm 
j loving his means of defence so nil perfectly that during the eighteen dnjs 
cmplovcd b} the licsicgcrs in erecting their batteries tlie incessant tire from tho 
fort killed onty fuc men While thus favoured h} the pusillanimity of the 
garrison lorde was beset with dangers. On the 10th of March si\da}8 before 
the battenes were completed the whole of lus Luropcans broke out m imitinj 
and threatened to march aw a} if the} were not immediatel} paid the prize 
nwme} alrcad} due and assured that if the} took. Masubpatam the whole of the 
boot} would be delivered lip to them Iho former demand could not be com 
plied w ith as the mibtar} chest was empty and the latter n as in direct oppo 
sit ion to the Compan} s regulations which ga\e onty the half of the booty to 
tlie captors No sooner w ns this disgraceful mutin} overcome b} good temper 



616 


HISTORY OF INDIA 


[Book HI 


ad non and fhmness, and tlio batteries opened, than news armed that Basalut Jung 
with Ins aimy was only foi ty miles distant Anunderauz and the mumdais 
with lnm "were so alaimed, that m the com sc of the night, "without a note of 
warning, they maiched off with then whole foices, and could not he induced to 
letuin till it was made palpable to them that by then flight they "wcie only 
lushing to destiuction instead of escaping fiom it 
The v wilt The battenes had kept up a hot file from the 25th of Match to the Oth Apnl 
TiST On the evening of this day the cngmeei s i epoi ted that it could only be continued 
paum £ 01 £ wo nioie, as by that time the ammunition would be expended A\ hat 
was now to be done? Salabut Jung, and a body of Fiench tioops who had been 
scouimg the sunoundmg countiy, weie now so neai that the letieat by land 
was absolutely cut off An escape by sea was still possible, but Foide i ejected 
it as dis<n aceful, and detei mined to storm With this view the fnc was mam- 
tamed with double vivacity on the 7 th, and with so much died, that three 
bastions, one neai the centie, and the othei two at the exticmitics of the eastern 
wall, w r eie sufficiently mined to admit of mounting As the attack might thus 
be made fiom moie places than one, the attention of the gamson was disti acted, 
and hence, while two feints were piactised, the leal attack made at the bastion 
of the noi tli-east angle met with compaiatnely little distinction It was com- 
mitted to the Eui opean battalion, mustei ingin all, with the ai tiller) men, and 
tlmty sailois taken fiom the llm dwichc, 3fG rank and file, and 1 100 sepoys 
One would willingly tell of the heioism of the assailants, but unfoi tunately iciy 
little was displayed, and success was not so much extol ted by them .is 3 iclded 
Hie storm by then opponents When the stoimmg part ) 7 was about to mo\e, Captain 
Callendai, appointed to lead them, was nowheie to be found lie aftei waids 
appeared when the assault w 7 as understood to have succeeded, and met fiom a 
stiay shot the death which he had in vain endeavouied to escape by cowaidice 
Even aftei the bieacli was mounted, and an advance made along the lampait, 
the ciy of “A mme ! ” produced such a panic, that Captain Yoike, who was gal- 
lantly heading the stoinvmg pruty, found himself suddenly left with onl ) 7 two 
diummeis , and on hastening back to the bieacli, found all Ins men in confusion, 
some even pioposmg to make then escape Parti ) 7 b) T tin eats, and partly b ) 7 
peisuasion, having induced a small band to follow*, the otheis icgained then 
couiage, and the captuie was achieved. Conflans, indeed, gave little further 
surrenders trou ^ e Seated in his ow*n house, he continued lecemng and sending conti a- 
dictoiy messages, and was no soonei summoned than he hastened to sunendei 
To his disgiace it must be added, that when the pnsoners weie counted the ) 7 
considerably outnumbered the captois Among them weie 500 Euiopenns 
Within the fort weie found 120 pieces of cannon, abundance of militaiy stoies, 
and much valuable plunder The improbability of the assault is said to have been 
the principal cause of its success The gamson had fiom the fii st tieated the 
siege as a mockery , and being m expectation of a remfoi cement fiom Pondi- 
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client were onl} waiting its arrival to sail} out and in concert with the native a d it o 
arm} now at hand ullict signal punishment on the British for thur presump 
tion i he ov crw eemng conlidenco of the I reach w ns better ilesen ing of punish 
inent anil recci\ccl it 

the expedition to the Northern Circars produced more brilliant results than nnmiu f 
the most sanguine could Ime anticipated. Salabut Jung and Ins advisers i^« f 
though surprised and vexed at the capture of Masulipatam were not without ' m 
the hopes of being able to recover it With this mow thc\ advanced witlnn 
nine miles m hopes of mectin 0 w ith the expected Pondicherry reinforcement 
It did nrmo blit the ships which brou 0 ht it hastened aw a} without landing 
the troops, on finding that the place had fillcn After this new disappointment 
Salabut Jungs politics underwent a sudden change, hmm Ah was openh 
plotting his ov erthrow and as the l reach on whom he had prcuousH leaned 
seemed now unable to assist lum he became anxious to provide for his own 
safety b} exchanging the I rcncli for a Bntish alliance A negotiation opened 
with this view was speedil} followed bv a regular treaty l>} which Salabut Jung 
ceded to the Company m absolute propertv Musulipatam and other districts 
in the Northern Circars fomiin*, a continuous tract of temtor} winch extended 
ugh tv miles ulon 3 the coast and twenty miles inland and }icldcd an annual 
revenue of 100 000 rupees. Ue engaged, moreov cr not to allow the trench to 
have either troops or fictoncs north of the Ixistna nor to seek or accept of 
assistance from them In return for these important concessions the Compan} 
onl} promised not to assist or give protection to an} of the soubahdars enemies. 

He appears however to have expected more and on findm n that no direct 
assistance was to be given lum against Is 17am All nurchcd off in great dis- 
pleasure. 

Reverse after reverse had thus followed the 1 rcncli anus and the Indian x ti 
empire which the} at one tune seemed on the point of establishing was v inish i u rojui 
mg like a. dream After raising the siege of Madras Lallv who had retired 
upon Arcot endeavoured to maintain Ins ground li} a kind of desultor} warfare 
m which little advantage was gained b\ cither side, i lie number of troops 
still under his command mi 0 lit have justified active operations on a, lirger scale 
but their spirit was bad and his funds l>ein 0 again exhausted he abruptl} con 
eluded the campaign by withdraw in 0 from tho field and disposing his armv m 
different cantonments, flie main bod} consistin 0 of 1100 1 uropeans aecom 
panted hun to Pondichcrr} where he determined to w ait till a lon 0 expected 
reinforcement and squadron should arrive The Mndres prcsulenc} were also 
expecting rcmiorccments and hence though the season would have allowed the 
campaign to be proti acted a little longer the} willingl} availed themselves of 
the intenal of repose which Lally had offered and imitated Ins example b} 
distributing their troops m a series of forts which commencing with Ghmgle 
put near the Pahar continued northwaids so a to form a 1 ind of curve 

Vol r 78 
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having Madias foi its centre While Loth armies were thus m cantonments, 
the only activity displayed was m sending out small paities to make pi edatory 
incursions In these the Company’s troops weie particuhuly expeit, and suc- 
ceeded m driving off about 6000 head of cattle 

On the 28th of Apnl, 1750, Attain al Pococke amved vith his squadron fiom 
Bombay, but, m oidei to keep to the vmdwatd of Pondicherry, and watch the 
expected squadion of the Fiench, did not come faither north than Negapatam 
In the end of June, tlnee of the Company's usual ships ainved fiom England 
They brought 200 leciuits, and the pionuse of a much more impol taut reinforce- 
ment by other ships This was the 8 !th rognnent of 1000 men, commanded by 
Coote, who was now its lieutenant-colonel, and had been appointed to the com- 
mand of the Company’s tioops m Bengal, with the option, howevei, of lemain- 
mg with his regiment m the Carnatic, bhould Ins presence theie seem moie 
necessaiy, While general joy was diffused tlnoughout tlie settlement by this 
intelligence, the governoi and council werem possession of a secict which filled 
them with gloomy foiebodmgs The couit of directors, dazzled by the brilliant 
piospeets whicn had been opened m Bengal, imagined that from it .alone suf- 
ficient funds might be obtained to supply the wants of all the presidencies, 
and under that impression had resolved to send no moie ti ensure till 1760 
Thus at the very time when everything announced an approaching campaign, 
from which the most decisive lesults weie anticipated the presidency, already 
almost overwhelmed with debt, were to be left to struggle unaided against a new 
and incalculable demand on their resources 

Admiral Pococke, misled by a Danish vessel which reported that a Frencli 
fleet of twelve sail had amved at Trmcomalee in Ceylon, immediately sailed for 
that port, and reached it on the 3d of July without obtauung any tidings of 
Fiench ships In letuimng, he ciuised for a short time oft the north extremity 
of the island, and had the good fortune to meet with four of the Company’s ships 
having the first division of Coote’s regiment on boaid, as well as piovisions and 
stoies for the use of his own squadron He therefore proceeded with the newly 
amved ships to Negapatam, and after transhipping the supplies, allowed them 
to continue their voyage to Madias, where the troops weie landed and detained 
for the use of the piesidency On the 20th of August he again sailed for Tiin- 
comalee, and on the 2d of September desened the French fleet It was com- 
manded, as before, by Count d’ Acini, and, having obtained a large remfoi cement 
both of ships and men, numbered eleven sail of the line and tliree fngates The 
British squadron consisted of nine sail of the line, a frigate, two Company ships, 
and a fire-slnp Both fleets immediately prepared for action , but their relative 
positions and the state of the weather did not allow them to come to close 
quarters till the 10tli, when an engagement commenced which lasted two liouis 
without producing any decisive result The French, by retiring as they had 
done on the previous occasions, acknowledged themselves defeated, but sailed so 
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much better tliin the British as to have no difficult} m eluding pursuit Hie idi j 
da} after the battle Admiral Pocoche returned to Negapatam and Count d AchC 
made the best of lus wn} to Pondichcrr} His arm al did little to improve the 
position of iff ure. Hie whole troops 
he had brought with him were no 
more than 180 men and the mono} 
though doubled b} the capture of an 
Lnglish Fast Indiaman amounted in 
all to onl} £83 000 How was such 
a reinforcement to supply the serious 
loss of men sustained b} recent re 
verses? and how w as such a paltr} sum 
to meet either past arrears of pa} or 
current expenses ? Count d AcIhT in 
stead of troubling himself with 6uch 
questions had anxieties of a different 
hind which he thought sufficient to 
occup} his attention He had heard 
that Admiral Pocoche s squadron was 
about to be reinforced !»} four men 
of war and as it was alrcad} too strong for him what could he expect butTrojir f 
destruction if he should be forced to a new encountei ? So determined therefore ^ J ^ 
was he to depart that lie refused to go ashore and gave orders to prepare for 
sailing in the course of twent} four hours. Tins announcement w as received 
with universal alarm and indignation All the civil and militar} authorities 
together with the principal inhabitants assembled at the governors and as^um 
ing the character of a national council unammousl} rcsolv cd that the precipitate 
departure of the squadron would bo ruinous to the public interests Count 
dAchd lemnimng inflexible a protest a as drawn up declaring that if lie 
departed he would be held responsible for the loss of the settlement and 
compelled to nnsw er for Ins conduct to the king and the mimstr} He had 
actuall} departed and was some leagues out at sea when one of the ships which 
had been accidentally detained reached him and delivered the protest together 
with a copy for each of Ins captains Staggered at tins proceeding he immedi 
atel} summoned a council and after a short delav anchored agun m the road 
of Pondu-hetT} 1 he hopes thus raised w ere soon disappointed for a few da} s 
after when he had nn opportunit} to engage the British squadron lie declined 
it and finally departed on the 30th of September leaving behind him however 
as a kind of compromise 900 men of whom 500 were European sailors or 
marines 

W hen the campaign again opened the presidency in expectation of the B ^ ^ { 
Arrival of Colonel Coote with the remaining division of Ins legiment were w i* u 
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ad 1759 averse to undeitake any operation of importance Major Bieieton, on the 
contiary, having only an inteiim commando! the tioops, was anxious to signalize 
himself befoie he should he superseded, and by gieat urgency obtained a consent 
to attempt the captiue of Wandiwasli His whole foice, consisting of 4080 in- 
fancy and 800 hoise, 1 500 of the foimei and 100 of the latter Euiopean, marched 
fiom Conjeveiam on the 20th of September and ai rived with little intenuption 

Breveton un m the vicinity of Wandiwasli on the 28tli The Flench having obtained mtelli- 

vaTidiw ash gence of Ins motions, had consideiably augmented then foice, but he was not 

awaie of the fact, and m the belief that they weie only expecting, and had not 

leceived reinfoi cements, thought it good generalship to advance to the attack 
with the least possible delay Their Europeans he believed to be only 900, 
wheieas they weie m fact 1300 Confident m Ins supposed supenonty, he 
deemed caution unnecessary, and the veiy next day aftei his amval piepared to 
attack the enemy at midnight Not only weie then numbeis greater, but then 
position within the foits and mclosuies of a large town, and undei the protec- 
tion of the guns of the foit, was fai more formidable than he imagined In 

these cncumstances failuie was almost inevitable, and a seveie lepulse, which 

the enemy magnified into a gieat victoiy, was sustained Majoi Bieieton main- 
tained Ins position at Wandiwasli till the 4th of Octobei, and then letned 
upon Conjeveram Bussy, who amved the day aftei and took the command of 
the Fiench foices, now amounting to 1500 Euiopean foot and 300 cavaliy, 
besides native tioops, advanced to Conjeveiam to offer battle, but Biereton, 
now as dispmted as he had pieviously been confident, had no inclination to usk 
a new disastei Bussy, thus unopposed, sent back the mam body of the army 
to Wandiwasli, and proceeded with an European detachment of 400 hoise and 
150 foot to Arcot 

Fiench Basalut Jung, Salabut Jung’s brothei, who held the government of Adorn, 

negotntions 

-nituBasa had amved on the northern fiontiei of the Carnatic, and made oveituies which 
the Fiench deemed so hopeful, that Bussy was on the way to join lnm and 
conceit an alliance With this view he had pioceeded to Arcot, and continuing 
his journey had left it a day’s maieh behind him, 'when his fuithei piogress 
was ai rested by the intelligence that the aimy at Wandiwasli had bioken out 
in open mutiny More than a year’s pay was due to them, and they had a 
belief, well or ill founded, that much money which ought to have been employed 
m dischaigmg then an ears had been intei cepted and embezzled The mutiny, 
at fii st only partial, increased by the discipline employed to suppi ess it , and the 
wdiole troops, leaving then officeis behind, marched out and encamped on the 
height which Majoi Bieieton occupied befoie he made Ins ill-fated attack The 
soldieis eventually earned then point, and did not return to duty till they 
lecen ed half a yeai s pay m hand, a promise of the rest in a month, and a 
general pardon Bussy, by halting till the mutiny was suppressed, lost some 
pi ecious time, and, on reaching Basalut J ung, had the mortification to discovei 
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tint lie lmd changed Ins Mews and men in his demands I he fict of the atum 
mutiny lnd not been lost upon hnn and he became doubtful -whether lie im ht ~ 
not by an alliance w ith the Trench bo only involving himself in a falling cause 
His proposals — obviously dictated by a belief that the Trencli were no longer m 
a condition to refuse anything — were — That on receiving a present sum of four 
lacs of rupees for the pay of lus troops ho would return with Bus*) to Arcot 
pro\iiled lie were forthwith recognized ns nabob of the proMncc and of 
Iriclnnopoly and its dependencies — as tho first step m this agreement the 
trench should at once surrender to las authority nil the countries of which they 
lnd actual possession he drawing the tc\ enues by bis own dew an but accounting 
to them for a tlard of the amount — other countries winch might be conquered 
by their united armies were to bo las absolutely without hung subject to the 
deduction of a third — ultimate! \ when peace should be made by conquering 
the British or reducing them to terms he should become absolute lord of the 
whole Carnatic according to ancient usages and the Ircnch cease to ha\e any 
claim whatever to an\ part of the rev enues These proposals accompanied with 
others in which Basalut Jungs present and future advantage was alone con 
suited were too extravagant to be seriously entertained nml Btissy began to 
retrace his step* He had been obliged to proceed as far as Kurin to which 
Basalut Jung lmd retreated and had thus without securing any advantage of 
the least moment, performed a inarch of 100 miles in a direct line and of not 
less than 300 miles by road much of it over barren tracts and through tho 
windings of mountain valleys. Before he returned new disasters had befallen 
las countrymen 

Lully s greatest dilhculty had all along been the want of funds. The**»rMJ 
revenues obtained from the lands ceded to them or in then possession lnd a de»n. 
never sulhced in the days of their greatest prosperity to meet the expenses in 
the field and now that a senes of reverses lnd made it doubtful whether they 
would be able to maintain their ground the zemindars and other parties liable in 
rent found many plausible excuses for w ltliholding it It was necessary there 
fore in opcnm 0 a new campaign to make some decided effort to procure funds 
After various projects lnd been discussed I ally became satisfied tint the south 
was the most hopeful quarter The country bevond Ootatooi had for some time 
suffered little from the ravnges of war and the island of Senngham in particular 
which was still in ircnch possession would shortly reap a harvest of which the 
share belonging to the government of Pondicherry was estimated at GOO 000 
rupees Situated ns Lally was this seemed to bun an object well worth fighting 
for and in order to secure it he determined to lnzaid the very dangerous step 
of dividing Ins army He accordingly despatched M Cnlion to the south with 
a force consisting of 900 Europeans and 1200 native troops with ten pieces of 
cannon and concentrated the rem under of the army in the vicinity of Arcot 
fiom which it might be moved on nny place that was threatened. 
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AD 1759 The Madias piesulency were no soonei made nwnn how Ivdh had \oluntnuIy 
weakened himself than they lcsoUcd to lose no tune m <mmiuiKiug the (am- 
paign This they weie able to do midei the most in\om*ibh ntispiu < Colon* 1 
cooto profits Coote, with the i emamdei o{ his legunent had nrmol at M elms on tin *27tli 
launder a of Octobei, and, in the exeicise ol the diseutmnnn p<»w<i with vlrnh Ik had 
been mtnisted, decided to lemain m the Camntn On tin 21st of No\ftnb<r 
he set out foi Conjciernm when* the l.ttgi t put of tin fioopi of thf pitbull nr \ 
weie m cantonment, and, immediately aft* i n>-Miming th» <ommnnd, m-»mbhd 
a council of Mai, at ninth it was deeidtd that m the duidtd 'tab of Call} s 
foices, an attempt should he made to cnptuie \\ andiv, ash 'Jo (onn.d tin* 
intention, and lea\e the enenn m douht as to tin* place on winch the Mow wan 
about to fall, Coote sent Captain Pie-don with a ditaelmunt to it mam at Chin* 
gleput, and Majoi Bioteton with nnothei to attack Tmntoi(, while Ik lum-'* If 
moved with the main hod\ on Aicot lie (\pcct«*d to hnd tin flu my < ncnmpfd 
tlieie, and learned with smpiisc that they had jtunntd tf> Clutt ip< t His 

futuic ( miM had ikjI lacn 



dt tenmned, wlnn an ('proi 
armed fn»m Major Bn n ton 
with the gratifying mblh- 
geneo that, Ik side** t thing '1 n- 
\at«ic\ he had man lied on 
\\ andiw ash and much him- 
self mastd of its sulnuhs 
Coote at once determined to 
follow up this success In a 
foiccd niaicli On aiming he 
found that Bieieton had ul- 


most completed a batteiy for tw r o eighteen-pounders, elected so as to bear on 
the south-west angle of the foit In the course of the night another battery to 

Capture of p e ar 0 n the same angle was commenced On the following dav, the 20th of 

Wandivtasli ° ° 

Novembei, both hattenes opened then fiie, and befoie noon had made a 
practicable bieacli The fort was commanded In a native oflicei, who lmd 
500 horsemen and foot undei him, but lie bad accepted the assistance of a 
body of French tioops, consisting of GS Eiuopeans and 100 sepoys 'When the 
garrison was summoned to sunendoi, two answers weie letumed — one by the 
French officei, who declaied Ins detenu i nation to hold out to the Inst, and the 
othei by the native governor oi lalledai, who sent to ask what terms would be 
given lum Coote promised to continue him as a dependant of the Company m 
the government of the foit and the rent of the distncts, but lequned an answei 
by a specified hour Slioitly after tlie expiry of the time, the Fiench appealed 
on the wall and called out that they were ieady to siurendei This change of 
mind on their part was doubtless produced by tlie known intention of the 
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killcdar to accept the terms which hid been offered. It is admitted indeed adu 
tint he Iml signed his acceptance just as the British troops entered the fort 
and jet, on the pretext that he was too Into ah the stipulations made with lmn 
were shamefully viohted. lie was related to the family of Chunda Silnb had 
long been connected with the French anil was held by Mahomed Ah to be so 
imeterate an enemy tint lie set more value on the possession of him ns a 
prisoner than the reduction of the fort On such irrelevant and unworthy 
grounds the Madras presidency became parties to nn net of gross treachery and 
the killcdar after refusing to discloso his treasures or pay ten lacs of rupees 
for Iils ransom was confined m a fort on one of the highest lulls of Vellore. 

Dally now discovered when too late thnt ho had committed a fatal error in 011 
di\ iding his army Not only was he unable to rclicv c V nndiw ash but he could 
not conceal from himself that other forts were destined to share the same fate. 
Carangoly a large fort situated twenty fi\o milts BNL of V nndiw ash was 
next attacked and fell like it though not without making a better defence 
and obtaining better terms. Cootcs attention was next called to Arcot Con 
sidcred as the capital of the nabobslup the possession of it was naturall) regarded 
as an object of primary moment though in itself it was compar\ti\ ely unim 
portant Preparatory to the siege of the fort, Cootc ordered a detachment to 
mo\ e from Co\ crypnuk and take post in the city Tins w as accomplished w xtliout 
opposition — the garrison of the fort which was only half a mile distant looking 
on as unconcerned spectators, while possession was taken of the nabobs palace 
and the adjoining streets. It was not however to be supposed that Lally would 
allow the capital to bo wrested from lmn without n struggle. The moment he 
saw it seriously threatened lie sent a peremptory order recalling Cnllon w ith 
his force from Scnnglmm Bussy too arm cd most opportunely from Ins long and 
fruitless visit to Basalut Jung bringing with him not only all the troops he lnd 
taken aw ay but a considerable body of good liorse w bom he had induced to join 
him Tho aspect of affairs was thus somewhat changed Tho British detach 
ment after they had collected fascines and other materials and even commenced 
the erection of a battery were obliged suddenly to decamp and Bussy s horse 
taking advantage of Ins departure for Pondicherry spread themselves over the 
country and committed every species of devastation. At the same time a body 
of Malirattas who had been hovering on the western fiontiers prepared to 
descend into the low country to sell themselves to the highest bidder Ihe 
Madras presidency deeming their terms too lngli tried to lower them the French 
agent gave a sum of 20 000 rupees in hand and thus obtained a body of 1000 
horse who without joining their camp made their nppearance between Arcot 
and Conjeveram 

Coote with ins army quitted "Wan di wash on tho 1 3th of December and m tual 

v Bi iriente 

next evening took up a position which enabled him to intercept the enemy s fCooto a 
tioops when moving towards each other whether from Arcot or from Cluttapet 
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ad lTfio On the lGtli lie advanced six miles nearei the forma town Meantime Bossy s 
lioise and tlie Main attas continued then couise of plundci to such an extent, 
that the inhabitants took lefuge m the foits and w oods, and ceased to bung m 
any supplies of provisions to the British camp, which was m consequence tlneat- 
ened with staivation To mciease then difficulties, the lain began to fall m 
tonents As the best alternative that now icmaincd, Coote quitted his position 
and placed Ins army m cantonments m Coveiypauk and the adjacent \ ill. igos 
Shortly aftei Coote’s letnement, Lally, who had been exciting himself to the 
utmost, qmtted Chittapet with a hugely augmented foice, and ad\ anced to 
Aicot This movement compelled Coote .igam to take the held, and he took up 
a stiong position at a point neaily equidistant fiom Aicot and Co\eiypauk 
Heie, with a laige tank in fiont, a moiass on each Hank, and a real accessible 
only along a causeway, he lemamed on the defensive, both because the enemy 
was fai supenoi to him in cavaliy, and he was waiting the lesult of a negotia- 
tion by which it was hoped that the Main attas might be gained o\ei to his side 
Lally, too, wuutmg loi the letum of the leinloi cement which had armed too 
late to save Masulipatam, and nnsti listing the spmt of his European tioops 
after then late mutiny, had good reasons foi not assuming the offensive Both 
armies consequently lemamed within then encampments 
caiiy In the beginning of Jammy, 17G0, the negotiation with the Main attas again 

conjeveram teimmated in favour of the Fiench The Madias presidency offeied GO, 000 
rupees, but proposed to pay m conditional bills, the Eienth sent the same sum 
m ready money, and weie of couise piefened On the 8th of January, Inins 
Khan, Moian Row s geneial, joined then camp w ith a new’ body of 3000 mounted, 
and a gi eater number of foot plundeieis Rally's stai seemed once moie m the 
ascendant, and he qmtted Ins encampment to commence active opeiations Coote 
suspected that the recoveiy of Wandnvash was Ins object, and sent oideis to the 
ofhcei whom he had left in command to defend it to the last extiennty At 
the same time, sending off his baggage to Coverypauk, he began to move eastwaid 
along the north bank of the Paliar Laity kept moving at some distance li om 
the southern bank at a veiy slow pace He had an object in view, and was pre- 
paring to gam it by a stratagem He had been told that the Butish army 
derived its supplies of rice from large magazines of it stoied at Conjeveiam In 
this belief he executed a series of dexteious manoeuvres to cover his design, and 
'' as soon as it was daik set out, taking nearly all the cavalry of Ins ai my and a 
body of 300 sepoys, with the utmost expedition crossed the Paliar, and after 
a maich ol fifteen miles, pounced suddenly upon that town at eight o’clock m the 
morning He had no difficulty m enteung it, but it was only to meet disap- 
pointment His information had been false The stoies of nee were linaginaiy, 
and the plundei found within the town was almost worthless The pagoda, 
indeed, contained a stock of military stores, but it was a place of some stiength, 
occupied by two companies of sepoys undei an English lieutenant , and as he had 



Chap \I) 


I VLIA BEFORE VNDIWASH 


625 


no means of forcing it it onl) remained for him to make a hast) retreat after ad ho 
revenging himself on the moffensiv e inhabitants t>) setting fire to their houses 
Lall) after this disappointment vv as more anxious than cv er to perform some uur 
exploit, v Inch might re\i\e the spirits and raise lnm in the estimation of his tt« 
troops He could not but know that the future of most of his recent measures 
had suggested grnv e doubts of Ins capacit) and that the reputation of Buss) of 
whom lie had alwn)s entertained an unworth) jenlousv had nsen in proportion 
ns Ins ow n had sunk. These facts galled lnm to tho quick and made him so 
impatient that he was almost read) for any attempt howc\cr rash Bnssy 
exerted himself to check this w lid spirit and w hen it w ns proposed forthw ith to 
attempt the capture of \\ midiwnsli suggested a far moie judicious course The 
English lie said would not lose 'Wnmliwnsh without nskmg a battle to save it 
Tlmt battle the Trench 
would he obliged to 
fight under great disad 
■vantage A large part 
of their force would 
necessanl) he emplo) e<l 
m tlie siege, and the 
mam bod\ thus weak 
ened being obliged to 
remain where the) could 
cover the siege would 
have no choice of posi 
tion The belter plan t» i uuv t ih o «»t rar*j -f m th 

theiefore would be not 

to engage m operations which might make it ncccssar) to lisk u general Loot t 
action but to keep together on tlie hanks of the Pnlmr and emplo) the Mnhnttas mo**™ * 
m ravaging the countr) and cuttm e off all sources of supplv so ns to leave 
the encm) no alternative hut either to fight when he would rather decline it 
or be forced to seek subsistence undei the walls of Madras. Tins advice which 
Bally would not have relished from nn) one was most unpalatable fiom Buss) 
who he was uncharitable enough to think had given it from unw orth) motives. 

His determination therefoie was to attempt the siege of "Wnndivvash at nil 
hazards Coote who had hastened off to Conjeveram on hearing of the unex 
pected attack upon it left it on the Hth of Jnrnrnr) and having crossed the 
Pahar encamped on the 17th near Outramaloor— a position which besides being 
equidistant from Tnvatore where Buss) had been left with the mam bod) of 
the French army and Watidiwosh at winch Ball) had now amved in person 
with a considerable detachment had the additional advantage of &ecunn 0 the 
communication with Chmgleput and tlnougli it with Madras. Lallv after 
taking possession of the suburbs of Wnndivvash threw entrenchments across 
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AD i7co the openings of the slicets leading to the foil, and ennmu wed n Intbu which 
elected neai the same spot which Coot o had s* letbd, was int< nd* d to fit* upon 
the same angle which he succeeded in bleaching lie was shoitK after juimd 
by Bussy fiom Tm.itoic with the mam bod}. Coot**, though ‘.ldbring fiom 
want of piovisions, kept his position, watching his oppoitiimti, whuh h* 1'iirw 
must mine, when the enemy pi opined to assault as h< would tl«n haw* an 
option of attacking the bcsiegfis, 01 the illusion encamp* d in the plain b> onu 
them Bussy, tlms continued m the uew he Imd Idem of Coob's piohahle 
tactics, leiteiatcd the educe to keep the whole ann\ tog* th*i b\ <h a ting fiom 
the siege till a bettei oppoitumtv , but lull}, who had tonmih t*j<‘t*d the 
advice, was now less inclined than e\ot to Imt* n to it 
Approach Coote, on learning that the battel} had opnud its tile and hi* a* lu d tin 
armies 4 " 0 mam lampait, quitted ins encampment at Outmmalooi, and advnne* d to Tinm- 
bouig, within seien miles of Wuwliwash In the u* mil} of the latt* i a moun 
tarn of same name sti etches abo\o a le.igue fiom noith east to south w* st 'I In 
Fiench nimy was encamped opposite to the * ast» m < nd of this mount tin, about 
tw r o miles fiom the foit On the 22*1 of Jammu Coot* lmsbritd foi waid at the 


head of two tioops of Euiopean and 1000 natne tnnh}, tog* tin i with two 
companies of sepoys He was first dtscued b} the Malnatt m wbow*r< King 
with then plundei along the noi tb-east toot ot the mountain, and some skit- 
mishxng took place between the email} It was on the whole to his ttd\ant tgt 
foi he took possession of the giound which the tnein\ quitted, and siw the 
whole plain cleai up to then camp Shoitl} uftei, obstmng, about halt a mile 
to the light, some gaulens and otlici inclosmes which might be usul foi shcltu 
on necessity, while the giound beyond was well adapted ioi the dmpla} ami 
action of the whole army, he oideied the division he had hi ought with him to 
form upon it, and went back to the line of infantry, to whom be announced bis 
intention to lead them on to a geneial engagement The announcement was 
leceived with acclamations by the whole tioops, and he led them on m battle 
an ay to the giound wduch the cavaliy wcie aheady occupying Ileie the} 

stood m full view of the Fiench camp, without peiceiung any motion in it, oi 

even healing the sound of dung against the foit 
Coote out The day began to weai, and Coote pioceeded with his nimv, still drawn up, 

Laiiy towaids the south side of the mountain, till he leached a tiact of giound at its 

foot so covered with stones and fragments of locks, that caialiy, m which the 
enemy's mam supeuonty consisted, could not act upon it Ileie lie halted 
opposite to the French camp, at the distance of about a mile and a lull, expect* 
mg that the defiance which he thus thiew r out would be accepted Aftci some 
time, perceiving that the enemy still lemamed quiet, he again moved, intending 
to shut the mountain till he should amve opposite to the foit, and then turn so 
as to have it on the light The effect of this movement would have been to 
give him one of the strongest possible positions While the tiact of mountain 
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debris secured lus left flank he not only would have the protection of the fire ad mo 
of the fort on lus nglit but could not be pre\ented from throwing into it any 
nurnbei of troops that might be deemed invisible. He might then if necessary 
by a sally of the garrison when sufficiently reinforced drive the enemy from 
their batteries in the town and attack them with the -whole army either on the 
flank or in the rear thus rendering all the entrenchments and other defences 
v- Inch they had thrown up in front of their position entirely useless. Lally 
though he had fuled to anticipate this movement no sooner saw it commenced 
than lie penetrated the object of it and as the only effectual means of now pre 
venting it determined no longer to delay the encounter The camp as if it had 
been suddenly aroused from a state of lethargy beat to arms and the troops 
were seen issuing forth to occupy the ground m front winch had previously been 
marked out as a battle field. 

The whole Trench force drawn out consisted of 22o0 Europeans of whom ti Fre h 
300 were ca\alry and 1300 sepoys Besides these loO Europeans and 300 
sepoys continued at the batteries against the fort The Mahrattas numbered 
3000 horse but instead of taking part m the action they considered it sufficient 
service to guard their own camp and remain on the watch for an opportunity 
of pillaging the British baggage The French order of battle was as follows — 

On the n Q ht the European cavalry next the regiment of Lorraine mustering 
400 men next again the Indian battalion 700 and lastly Lally s regiment 
400 -whose left were under a tank wlucli hid been retrenched and in which 
were posted 300 men chiefly marines from Count a Ach^s squadron or soldiers 
who li id returned after failing to relieve Masulipatam. Another tank in the rear 
of the retrenched one was occupied by 400 sepoys whom Bussy had brought 
from Kurpa The rest of the sepoys 900 in number were ranged behind a 
ridge which ran along the front of the camp At each extremity of this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by fifty T uropeans Of the artillery m all six 
teen field pieces four were placed in the retrenched tank and the remainder in 
sections of three each between the different bodies of troops forming the line 

The British army consisted of 1900 Europeans including ei B hty cavalry 1 h 
12o0 black horse and 2100 sepoys and was ranged in three distinct lines In 
the first were Coote s regiment on the right the Company s two battalions in the 
centre and Drapers regiment on the left all these without their grenadiers 
On the flanks of this line were 1800 sepoys 900 on each In the second line 
were all the grenadiers of the army amounting to 300 and having on each 
flank 100 sepoys The third hne was formed by the cavalry the eighty Euro 
peans occupying the centre Two companies of sepoy s stood apart with two 
field pieces a little in advance of the left of the first hne The artillery consisted 
of twenty six field pieces. 

The action was commenced by Lolly in person. While the Bntish were 
marching up and before they were within cannon shot lie put himself at the 
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ad i"t.o head oi the Eiuopean ca\ah}, mid, nitoi n lmg. ‘weep of the plain, miwb n 
dash at the thud lino As soon as his mt< ntion wa-* pf K’minI tin "po\snf 
the sepal ate detachment, with then two guns, wen oidind to f.d! hark at an 
anrde which would enahle them to take tin attacking < i'»di\ in Hard ns tin \ 

O 

n-iiu b w r eie appioaclnng At the sonic time the him k how thu* t!u<abmd to ht 
attacked m lcni, made a show of winding lound to f.u> tin tin m\, hut mil}, 
and appaicntly of set pm pose, thi»w tlamsdwi into confusum that th'} might 
have a pietext foi flight The eight} Eui<>p' ans, thus h it alone, pii p it* >1 not- 
withstanding to lccene the chnioe FoitumiteK foi tin in it v as until" -"0} 
The two guns of the sepoys, admiiabl} managed hv Captain But 1m i, op< m d 
with such etlect on the uttmkmg put}. that tin} gallop"! ofl without 
having accomplished oi os en nttimpted nn\ thing Ldk thu > Ukalom hid 
no choice but to iollow the fugitives A * mnonadt had m the m*‘intmu <om- 
menced The supei 101 it) wnsdocnhdly with the Iintish, and Ldh, on it tinning 
to his mlantiy, found them imp iticnt umlei tin Iom whn h tin} wu< Mistiming 
without being hi ought to close (pun ters Then lmpatumi was "(undid b\ hts 
ow-n impetuosity, and he ga\e tlie oidu to advuiu o r J lie i ngag* mi lit was soon 
geneial along the whole line 

The legimcnt of Loiiatno, funned m a column twcki in ft out inhumed 
almost at a mn against Cootc s legiment, wl o In his oidii-» hmtui! tin n tiio 
till then assailants weic withm hft} \aids, win n tlun Imd a \olle\ with dt tdh 
effect both on the fiont and flanks The column though stnggrti d did not stop 
and in an instant the two legnncnts wuo mingled m dnadtul < onfhet at the 
point of the bayonet It did not last long, foi the column, unable to sustain 
the shock, gave way and fled m disoulci About the Mine tunc a tumhul m 
the letieuched tank stiuck h} a shot exploded, killing oi wounding eight} men 
Such was the constei nation pi oduced, that a huge numbei of those ported in the 
tank immediately abandoned it Then example w as follow eil h} the 100 sepo}s 
Major To take advantage of this confusion, Cootc oideted Majoi Bieieton to ad\ance 

caiea with the whole of Diapei’s legiment and sei/e the letieuched tank He had 

just earned it with gi eat gallantly when he fell moi tally wounded The posses- 
sion of the tank exposed the left flank of LalU s legiment, which, as soon as 
two field-pieces were hi ought to play upon it, began towaiei The da} was 
now all but lost to the Fiencli, and Bussy, m making a gallant efloit to ictiiece 
it, was taken prisoner The othei wung and centie of the enemy’s line oileied 
little resistance, and the sepoys who weie posted behind the ndge, on being 
ordeied to advance, lefused to obey Lally, now- convinced that fuithei lesist- 
anee was useless, abandoned Ins camp, which the victois immediately enteied 
without opposition Had Cootes black hoi so been woith anything the Fiench 
army must have been utterly dispeised, but instead of eliaigmg they kept 
cautiously aloof, overawed by the steady fiont of the Euiopean cavaliy, who 
anxious to redeem the disgrace of then eaily flight, enabled Lally to effect the 
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retreat in tolerable order On passing the fort he was joined b} the part} adhj 
left in charge of the batteries and hastened ofi in the direction of Clnttapet 
Hie whole loss of the Trench in hilled wounded and prisoners was com 
puted at COO Europeans. The hilled and wounded of the British amounted 
onl} to 190 

Lnll} continuing Ins retreat committed the serious blunder of quitting 0001 
Clnttapet without reinforcing it and Coote on whom no nd\antage was ev er cuti 
thrown aw a} determined to capture it In the meantime Captain Wood who 
commanded nt Covcrypauk was ordered to nd\ance with his gamson and 
inv est the fort of Arcot and 1 000 of the black horse w ere sent south to rav age 
the countrj between Alumpann and Pondicherry m retaliation for the previous 
devastations committed b} the Trench and their Mahmtta allies m the districts 
of the English Company Both expeditions were successful The blach horse 
in particulni though the} lind proved wort I dess on the held of battle were 
excellent marauders, and returned with 8000 licad of 0*11110 after havin 0 burned 
eight} four v illages. In giv ing 6uch details one naturall} thinks of the fearful 
amount of misery which must have been endured b} the native peasant! - } 
while thus involuntanl} made parties to a war m the issue of which the} had 
no interest Chittapet was invested b} a detachment on the 2Gth of Januar} 

1700 and made onl} a show of resistance. On the 29th when the whole arm} 
encamped within cannon shot a batter} of two eighteen pounders was com 
menced and completed m the course of the night At fiv c the next morning 
the fire opened nnd proved so effective that the breach was nearl} practicable 
b} eleven. The garrison consisting of onl} lift} six Europeans and 300 sepo}8 
had no idea of standing an assault and surrendered at discretion. The same 
da} Inms Khan deterred nt the course of events quitted the Cnmntic with all 
Ins ilahrattas. 

On the 1st of Febmar} Coote arrived before Arcot Since the celebrated Arcot 
defence by Clive the works of the fort had been much improved Hie ditch 
mostl} in the solid rock had been du 0 to an uniform depth of six feet a glacis 
and covered wa} had been carried entirel} round and from the middle of the 
north side of the covered wa} a strong ravelin mounting six guns and commu 
mcating with the fort b} a gate with a drawbridge projected The siege imme 
diatel} commenced and the fin. of three bittcncs was opened on the 5th Owing 
to a w ant both of artiUer} and ammunition not much progress w as made The 
approaches however were pushed on and b} the 9th not only had the sap 
reached v cry near the glacis but two breaches had been made to within six 
feet of the bottom of the rampart Still much remained to be done nnd the 
means of defence were still unexhausted when Coote was greatl} but ngreeabl} 
surprised at receiving a voluntar} offer of surrender The terms were soon 
arranged and the grenadiers of the army were allowed next morning to take 
possession of the gatea The gamson consisting of 247 Europeans and nearly 
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ad 1-60 as many sepoys, liad not lost tlnee men, and might have held out foi ten dajs 
loncei befoie the assault could have been nsked 

The piospects of the Fiench w r eie now gloomy m the extieme Then 
lesources weie almost exhausted, and the schemes suggested foi leplemshmg 
Coote rejects tieasiuy did little moie than icvive bittei qunuels and lecihnmations 

a present *' . ' 

from siortu between the civil and militaiy authoiities Coote meanwhile continued to leap 
A! the fi uits of his victoiy Moitiz Ah, m Velloie, on healing that the British 
aimy had, aftei the captuie of Aicot, encamped m that dn action, feaied that 
he might be called to account foi the suspicious, if not hostile com so which he 
had foi some time pm sued, and sent Coote a sum of 30,000 mpecs He icfused 
it, stating that he was not authonzed eithei by the nabob oi the piesidency to 
levy tribute Moitiz All leplymg that it was a ptesent to himself, as a maik 
of homage to a gieat commandei, accouhng to the custom of the county, the 
money was accepted, but only to be added to the genet al stock of the prize- 
monejr of the aimy The honomable conti.ist which Coote’ s conduct on this 
occasion pi esents to that of the civil and militai} authoiities in Bengal, when 
similaily tempted, will not be ovei looked 

ins con Coote matched fiom Chittapet on the 26th of Febiuaty, and anived on the 

cesses 29th at Tindyvanum, a place of laige lesoit, situated at the junction of seieial 
roads leading to Pondiclieny, fiom which it is only tvent) -h% e miles distant 
The object of this maicli could not be misunderstood , and the Fiench, wdio had 
commenced the war m the full confidence of establishing an undisputed supie- 
macy, became awaie that then next stmggle must be foi existence To piepaie 
for the worst, they endeavoured to obtain possession of all the commanding posts 
m the vicinity One of the most nnpoitant of these was the foit of Permacoil, 
situated about eighteen mdes north-west of Pondicherry, and capable both fiom 
its position and its stiength of piotectmg the intervening temtory It had 
pieviously been m a gieat measme oveilooked, but immediately aftei the defeat 
at Wandiwash, Lally saw the use which might be made of it, and induced the 
native governor to admit a party of Fiench with some cannon into it Aftei 
the capture of Chittapet and Aicot, suspecting that he had committed himself 
to the losing party, he wrote Coote, pietending that the Fiench had gained 
admittance by sui prise, and offenng to assist lnm m ousting them It seemed 
worth while to put his smeenty to the test, and hence, when theiest of the aimy 
was on the way to Tindyvanum, Coote had pieceded them with most of the 
cavaliy, and two companies of sepoys, and advanced as fai as Permacoil It 
consisted, as usual, of a pettali 01 town, and a foit, the formei sunonnded with 
mud walls, and the latter crowning the summit of a piecipitous lock, using to 
the height of 300 feet at its nanow end, and giadually lowenng to 200 feet at 
the otliei The governor gave all the assistance he had piomised, but it would 
have been of little avail had the gamson, though small, been piopeily piovided 
for a siege Shortly aftei the attack began then file slackened fiom want of 
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ammunition Still howei er the} maintained the defence manfully at a consi aidc» 
derable loss of life to the besiegers and six da\s elapsed before they surrendered. 

Lally on tins as on many other occasions was only a little too late i large 
detachment was actually on the way to throw 
a considerable reinforcement of men and 
stores into the fort when intelligence of 
Coote s approach frustrated the design 
The reduction of the places still in pos 
session of the Fiench might now be considered 
as merely a work of time and the British 
proceeded to attack fort affcei fort with 
almost unvarying success It is affirmed 
indeed by Tally that had the} instead of 
directing their attention to subordinate ob 
jects marched direct upon Pondicherry the} 
might have made themselves masters of it in 
eight da\s On such a subject he ought to 
be a good authority but as he makes this 
statement when ius object was to show how 
shamefully the authorities had acted in not 
providing better for its defence it maj be 
presumed that there was some exaggeration 
tn it Coote thought differently and therefore acted more cautiously by not 
attempting to take Pondicherry till it was rendered in a manner defence ar 

less bj the capture of all the places from which it might ha\ e drawn assist ** 

mice Though the French squadron hid long been withdrawn from the coast 
and that of the British been reinforced to a strength which it had never 
before possessed it u as not impossible that as a last resource Count d Aoh<5 
or some more enterprising na\al commandei might make his appearance 
from the Mauritius or directlv from France and by throwing in supplies 
enable Pondicherry to maintain a protracted defence It was desirable there 
fore that all the places where sucli ships could rendezvous and enjoy ei en a 
temporary protection should be reduced. These places on the Coromandel 
coast were now only two Alumpirva to the north of Pondicherry and Camcal 
to the south Coote still suffering from a wound which he had received at 
Permacoil intrusted the siege of Alumparva to Major Monson It was invested 
on the 10th of March and though a place of some strength having a fort solidly 
biult of stone and inclosed by a wet ditch surrendered at discretion on the 
third day Camcal being considered a place of more consequence the prepara 
turns made for besieging it were on a greater scale. As it was intended at the 
same time to maintain as large an arm} as possible near Pondicherry in order 
to intercept all supplies from the auuvundmg countr} some difficulty was 
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ad 1760 found m pi ocm mg such a force as was "judged adequate To supply the defi- 
ciency 300 mannes weie obtained fiom the fleet, 300 Euiopean fn clocks, forty 
ax till eiy men, 1000 sepoys, and six field-pieces weie bi ought fiom Tnchmopoly, 
and the King of Tanjoie was lequested to send Ins nimy, and e\ery land of 

Capture of assistance Majoi Monson, who was again to command, having cmbailced w ith 

Oamcat a p ait y 0 f tioops fiom Alumpaiva, anchoied m the load of Cauical on the 28th 
of Maicli, and was joined in the course of the same eiening, b> a squadron 
which had sailed fiom Madias with the aitilleij and stoics Consideiable dis- 
appointment was felt when it was discovered that the King of Tanjoie had paid 
no attention to the lequest made to him, and that none of the expected rem- 
foi cements had yet ainved It w as determined, notwithstanding, to effect a 
landing, and commence the necessary woiks It soon appealed that the means 
of defence had been gieatly oven ated The foi t, m the fonn of a paiallelogr.im, 
was legulaily constiucted, but was of such limited dimensions as to be lathei a 
foit in mmiatuie than one foi actual set vice Its whole length was 100, and 
its bieadth only 50 yaids Tins, indeed, was exclusive of the bastions, one at 
each angle, but these admitted only tlnee guns m then f.ices To compensate 
this defect each of the foui ciu tarns was coveicd by a ra\ehn mounting mx 
guns On the 5th of Apnl, ten days aftei the landing, a consideiable breach 
had been effected , and though much remained to be done before access to it 
could be obtained, the goveinoi was summoned to sunendei Conti ary to 
expectation he expiessed lus readiness to do so, pio\ided be weie allowed to 
maicli out with the honours of w r ai When this was lefused he made no furtliei 
objection, and lesigned the place without filing anothei shot The besiegers 
could scarcely ciecbt then success Only tlnee men had been killed in the 
attack, and five m the defence “Nevei, peiliaps,” says Oime, “was so gieat 
an armament prepaied to succeed with so little loss, excepting when De La- 
bom donnais took Madias m 1746 ” 

French The captuie of these maiitnne places was followed by that of Yaldoie and 

treaty with 

Hydor au others, so that Pondicheny was m a manner hemmed in on every side, and no 
places of any consequence, not in its immediate vicinity, lemamed m the Fiench 
possession, except the forts of Gmgee and Tluagui These, however, could not 
be any obstacle to tlie siege of Pondicheny, and this task, which if accomplished 
would give the finishing blow to Fiench powei m India, was now to be com- 
menced m earnest Lally on bis part -was not idle, and tinned Ins attention to 
every quarter from wlncb it seemed possible tbat aid could be drawn Among 
othei quaiteis, he thought of Mysoie Hydei All, destined to make an impoi- 
tant figure in Indian waxfaie, had succeeded in usuiping the whole power of the 
government With him Lally opened a communication thiough the mteiven- 
tion of a Portuguese monk, who boie the title of Bishop of Halicarnassus, and 
was not unwilling to employ the influence which lie acquned m bis zeligious 
charactei for political pui poses Thiough him the baigarn which enlisted the 
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Mahrattas in the Trench Bcnice had been concluded mid it was therefoie not ad 1 eo 
unlikelj that bow ould be able to conclude a similar bargain with the Mj soreans 
11} der Ali though virtual ruler of Mjsore did not feel perfectl} secure and 
was therefoie anxious to possess some place of strength on the frontiers in which 
lie might al wnj s be certain of finding an impregnable osjlum. Tlungur was 
just such a place and he w as therefore easilj induced to enter into a treaty b} 
which he agreed that in return for the cession of the forts of Thiagur and Eh an 
asorc which with their dependencies w ere to remain the propert} of the My 
soreans in perpetuit} as long as the flag of Irnncc existed in India he would 
immcdiatelj furnish a bod} of 2000 horse and 3000 sepojs to be emplojed in 
the French service and paid at the rato of 100 000 rupees a month After the 
deh\er} of Tlungnr he was to suppl} an additional 1000 horse and 2000 sepoja 
All these forces united with those of the French were to be first emplo} ed m 
clcanng the Carnatic and afterwards m conquering Madura and Tmnevellj 
These countries 'uhen conquered were to belong absolutcl} to Hjdei Ali who 
was moreover to rccei\e nearl} a half of all the Carnatic conquests 

The secret of this negotiation had been so well kept that the Madras pre ^ 
siduic} heard of it for the first time on the 24th of Ma} while the} were bus} troor* 
a\ ith the preparations for the complete blocknde of Pondicherrj At first it was 
believed to be an idle rumour w Inch Lall} had 6ct afloat for some concealed 
purpose hut all doubt on the subject w as set at rest b} the actual arm al of the 
first diusion of the Mysore troops at Tlungur on the 4th of June. Meanwhile 
small parties had passed undiscovered from Pondicherry to Gingce and thence 
to Tlnagur In this w a} 200 Europeans had been assembled for the purpose of 
accompanjmg the M} soreans m their future march to Pondicherrj Attempts 
w ere made to mtcrnipt tli cir progress but the} dcxtcrouslj molded an encounter 
by changing their course and on the 23d of June armed saftlj at Amncoopnn 
They had been cumbered with an immense corn oj of cattle and succeeded in 
bringing 2000 head as far ns Trnadi In order to hasten on the greater part 
of them were here left behind and ultimate!} not more tlian 300 armed at 
Pondicherrj 

The Mjsorcans who lmd armed were onlj 1500 ca\alrj and had been sent 
forward bj Hj der All not so much in fulfilment of the treat} as to obtain a jMjjtJJ 
form il ratification of it Lall} lmd earned on the negotiation on Ins own respon 
ubility but as a rumour of his recall had become prevalent Hj der Ah insisted 
that the treat} should be signed not only by him but bj Delejnt the governor 
and all the members of council. Tlus placed them in a kind of dilemma The} 
professed to disapprove of the terms of the treat} and jet were unwilling to 
lose the benefit of li They therefore signed but at the same time had recourse 
to the mean subterfuge of endeavouring to throw the whole responsibility on 
Lally bj drawing up a secret document in which they protested against their 
own signature and embodied all their objections. As soon as tlie treaty w os 
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ad i76o signed, all the Mysoieans went away, piomismg a speedy return with then 
whole foice and abundance of piovisions They weie even bettei than then 
word, fox they not only amved, but gained a victoiy by the way Then foice, 
consisting of 4000 hoise, 1000 sepoys, and 200 Euiopeans oi topasses of the 
French anny, with eight pieces of cannon, lud amved within sight ol Tuvadi, 
when they weie encounteied by Majoi Mooie, who had gone to mteicept them 
at the head of 180 Euiopean mfantiy, 50 liussais, 1600 black lioise, and 1100 
sepoys The manifest mfeiioiity of numbeis should have made Mooic pause 
befoie liskmg a battle, but eitliei because lie was not m a condition to lefuse it, 
or from ovei- confidence, he attempted to stand his giound, and owing to some 
unexplained mischance oi misconduct, sustained a disgi aceful and total defeat 
The Mysoieans weie afterwards allowed to pioceed without mtenuption, and on 
then airival at Pondiclieny weie leceived with a long salute of cannon They 
deserved it, foi, besides the tioops, they bi ought, what was justly deemed not 
lessimpoitant, 3000 bullocks, carrying then baggage and diaving then aitilleiy, 
and 3000 moie laden with nee and otliei piovisions 
coota When Mooie met with the above disaster, Coote was encamped w ith Ins aimy 

viUeuore at the foot of the lull of Peumbd, pieparmg foi the siege of Yillenoie, a fort 
about five miles WS W of Pondicheny, and now the only senous obstacle to 
the complete investment of it Believing that Lally, as soon as the M) soi eans 
arrived, would make eveiy effort to save tins foit, he pioceeded, with that happy 
union of enterpuse and caution which cliaiactenzed all Ins movements, to 
strengthen Ins position by a ledoubt and several letiencliments judiciously 
selected, so as both to piotect Ins aimy m the event of an attack by supenor 
numbers, and furnish a basis foi offensive opeiations His piecautions weie 
not unnecessary , for after the Mysoieans arrived, Lally, determined to lose no 
time m relieving Yillenoie, set out foi that puipose at the head of the whole 
foices he could mustei His numbeis weie far supenoi to the Butish, and he 
had every prospect of compelling Coote either to laise the siege of the foit, oi 
risk an action under unfavouiable cncumstances m oidei to maintain it Lally ’s 
bad fortune still attended him The garrison, though few m numbeis, and 
threatened eveiy moment 'with assault, might easily have stood out foi two days 
The commandant thought otherwise, and hung out a flag of tiuce, wdxich was 
instantly followed by surrendei The event took both aimies equally by sui- 
prise, but of couise pioduced very diffeient sensations Coote, successful at the 
very moment when he least expected it, declaied that dui mg the whole couise 

^disappoint ^ 1S career ^ a d never been so foitunate Lally, who had amved within 

ment cannon-shot, was honoi-struck when he saw the Butish flag flying on the 
ramparts, and hastened back to seek the protection of the guns of Aiiancoopan. 
Coote, shortly after the capture of Yillenoie, having been lemfoiced bj r 700 of the 
nabob s force, and 500 of his cavaliy, marched up to the bound hedge w r ith almost 
all his native troops, but without any Europeans His object was to tiy the 
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temper and courage of the Mjsorems b} defying them to an encounter -with ad i eo 
their own countrymen. Previous ev ents had discouraged them and the} declined 
the challenge. 

The junction of the Mjsoreans with the Trench was not so formidable in its M x 8OTe 
direct ns m its indirect consequences. The nabobs re\enues could not be col r®2hm 
lected in the face of marauding parties and }et there Mas no other source from 
w Inch the funds neeessarj to carr} on the war could be obtained ns the direc 
tors at home had intimated their resolution not to suppl} them and the Bengal 
presidenc} instead of being able ns the directors imagined to meet the wants of 
the other presidencies had been obliged to borrow largel} for its own necessities. 
Pecuniar} embarrassments however was now the onl} danger to be feared 
for reinforcements were arming from different quartern and in particular 
towards the beginning of August, six Compan} ships armed having on hoard 
GOO men drafted from regiments m England The Trench on the contra t} Mere 
rapidh becoming weakened. Hie 11} sorcans increased to about 10 000 were 
unable to render an} service equal to the monthl} pa} for Minch the} had 
stipulated and notwithstanding their de\tent} as marauders failed to bring in 
provisions sufficient for their own consumption. Iso sooner Mas the pressure of 
want felt than the} began to repent of their Trench alliance. Desertions m 
consequence became so numerous pirttculnrl} among the sepojs ns great!} to 
tlnn their ranks The horse possessing better means of regaining their homes 
when the} should deem it expedient, remained more stcadil} at their posts but 
at last when the} found their communications m ith the open countr} graduall} 
narroMcd the greatest part of the whole bod} suddenl} decamped in one night 
from the glacis of Pondichen} The} m ere liotl} pursued and suffered much 
from British detachments before the} made their escape A few nights after 
those Mho had remained as m ell ns a division of oOO mIio had retraced their 
steps m order to elude pursuit moved off and in a short time not one Mysorean 
remained. 

The time seemed now arrived for establishing a complete blockade of Pondi r**^*^™ 
chert} both bv sea and land. It was nccessar} for this purpose that the it 
bound hedge with its redoubts should he in possession of the British arm} and 
that the squadron should remain on the coast even during the approaching 
monsoon Coote thought it moreov er necessary that the fort of Anancoopan 
should bo captured. The force nccessar} for this purpose was estimated at 800 
Europeans, but it seemed doubtful whether such a number could be safely 
withdrawn from the camp which mustered m all inclusive of garrison and 
detachments onl} 2000 European and 6000 native troops. It was therefore 
determined in order to prevent the army from being too much weakened to 
emplo} the marines of the squadron on shore They amounted in all to 422 
Europeans and were landed at Cuddalore on the 27th of August Another 
seasonable reinforcement was obtained on the 2d of September b} the arrival 
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of seveial Company ships, having on boaid pait of a Highland legnncnt They 
weie undei convoy of tlnee ships of wai, two of them of sixty guns each These 
jomed to the othei ships inci eased the whole squadron now befoie Pondicherry, 
under the command of Admiral Stevens, to seventeen ‘sail of the line 

The joy caused by the amval of these ships and tioops was much damped 
by the commissions which they hi ought fiom the War Office, appointing Mnjois 
Bieieton and Monson heutenant-colonels, with pnoi date to the commission of 
Colonel Coote This distinguished officei was thus vntually supeiseded at the 
very moment when he was prepaimg to ci own all his exploits by a final 
triumph The injustice done linn was, however, latliei accidental than piemedi- 
tated Coote had been originally appointed to Bengal, and the commissions had 
been issued undei the belief that he was actually seivmg, 01 at least about to 
serve theie, as the new colonels were expiessly oidered not to assert then com- 
missions while he remained on the coast Major Bieretonhed, as we ha\e seen, 
met a soldiei’s death at Wandiwash Monson was still at his post, and might 
have done himself honour by continuing to seive under Coote as before This 
temporary obscuration of lank, howevei, was too great a sacnfice, and the 
utmost which he could bring himself to piopose was to retne to Madias This 
could not be listened to, and Coote, immediately giving ovei the command of the 
army to him, prepared to sail foi Bengal As a mattei of couise he meant to 
take his regiment along with lnm, but geneiously consented to leave it behind, 
when the presidency alleged that it could not be v anted, and Monson even 
declared that on its depaituie the blockade of Pondicherry would be nused 
He may have made this declaiation the moie leadily m consequence of a bold 
attempt which Lally made to take the Butish camp by siupuse Being per- 
fectly awaie that he was m no condition to stand a siege, he musteied all Ins 
forces foi an expiring effort It was concerted with some skill and so much 
secrecy, that Coote, though he had many spies m Pondicheuy, was totally 
unaware till the attack actually commenced On the 4tli of Septembei the 
whole of Lally’s disposable troops, amounting to 1400 Euiopean mfantiy, 100 
European horse, and 900 sepoys, having maiched out of the tow n, and passed 
the boundary hedge, approached the Butish camp m foui divisions, to take 
possession of the post which had been pieviously assigned them By some 
mistake, the division which ought to have been the most effective of all, as it 
was m the rear of the camp, did not arrive m time to commence the attack 
when the concerted signal was given, and the othei divisions, disappointed 
when the expected diversion was not made m then favoiu, weie obliged, aftei 
a partial success, to retire 

The intended attempt on Ariancoopan had been abandoned m deference to 
the objections of Monson, who was now able to cany on the siege accoi cling to 
bis own plans His first object was to seize the four redoubts which weie placed 
m the openings of the bound hedge, and commanded the leading avenues to 
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the town. With this view a night attach was resolved and would ha\e com A D 1 60 
pletely succeeded hut for a blunder similar to that to which Lally had owed 
his failure The rear of one of the leading divisions becoming separated by mis 
management from the van caused so much delay that daylight began to appear 
and enabled the defenders of one of the redoubts to open a murderous fire The 
very first shot from a twenty four pounder double loaded with langrage hilled 
ele\en men and wounded twenty six. Among the latter was Colonel Monson 
himself struck with a piece of iron which brohe both the bones of his leg 
Notwithstanding this disaster two of the redoubts were carried 

Colonel Monson s wound might have been followed by fatal results to the coot 
besiegers The officer next in command was a Major Robert Gordon who had 
more than once absented himself from his post in the hour of danger and was 
in other respects incompetent Fortunately Coote had not yet sailed for Bengal 
and readily consented at the request both of Monson and the presidency to 
resume the command and finish the work which he had so well begun He 
arm ed only in time Gordon as obstinate as ignorant had risked the recapture 
of the redoubts by refusing to take the advice of a wiser officer than himself 
General discontent also produced by a deficient supply of provisions and sick 
ness had begun to prevail tinder Coote s skill and -vigorous command the 
gatherm G clouds disappeared Of the two remaining redoubts m the bound 
hedge one was voluntarily abandoned by the enemy without a struggle and the 
other forced though not without some loss to the assailants In consequence 
of these successes the whole of the bound hedge was in possession of the he 
6iegers who were thus enabled to convert one of the main defences of the town 
into a new means ot annoyance 

October had now arrived and active operations were necessarily postponed m ^ ^ W 
the prospect of the approachin o monsoon. This temporary cessation of hostilities 
however afforded no real relief to Pondicherry Its worst enemy was within 
Provisions had begun to fail and unless new supplies could be obtained famine 
must soon compel a surrender To diminish the consumption Lally proposed the 
immediate expulsion of the black inhabitants but the general council which he 
assembled to consider the subject did not see the necessity of the case so strongly 
as he did and broke up without a decision Many of the European families 
however obtained Coote s permission to pass -without interruption to the Danish 
or Dutch settlements on the coast 

The attempts made by Lally to obtain provisions generally failed. As a last * f 
resource he entered into a negotiation with the Mahrattas who had again made \ 
their appearance in the hope of turning the course of ev ents to their own profit 
Gmgee which had once belonged to them was the great object on which their 
hearts were set and Balajee Rao must have been strongly tempted when he 
was offered 500 000 rupees in hand the moment he should appear with Ins army 
and the cession of Gingee as soon as the siege of Pondicherry should be raised 
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ad 1760 The Main atta chief was too cautious and wily to commit himself at once, and 
piotracted the negotiation till the oppoitunity was lost 
cruel treat Preparations were now made to convert the blockade of Pondicheiry into a 
nauve? the legular siege, and on the 16th of November a vessel laden with all the neces- 
saiy stores amved from Madias Lally, seeing these preparations, could no 
longer consent to postpone the execution of the pioposal he had made moie 
than a month before, and turned out of the gates the whole oi the natives, with 
the exception of a few letamed as domestics, to the numbei of 1400, of both 
sexes and all ages They made then way to the boundary hedge, hoping they 
would be peimitted to pass, but it was only to meet with treatment moi e ruth- 
less than that of their expulsion The Bntish outposts drove them back, and 
they gatheied m despair at the foot of the glacis, lmplonng le-adrmssion When 
it was refused, some attempted to clamber ovei into the covei ed way, and were 
fired upon and killed Seven days the wi etched survivois kept wandering 
between the town and the Bntish posts without shelter, and with no food 
except the roots of glass which they picked up The guilt of this homd inhu- 
manity was shaied both by besiegers and besieged, but by no means m an equal 
degree Lally could plead necessity foi what lie had done , Coote could plead 
nothing but the advantage which he might gam by an act of homd inhumanity 
A disastrous Four ncochet battenes, intended only to haiass the gamson by a cioss file 

hurricane _ - 

of ricochet shot along the streets and lamp arts, were opened near midnight ot 
the 8th of Decembei, and continued then fire at intervals during the six 
following days It did very little execution, and was scaicely worth the 
ammunition expended upon it, though it certainly had the effect of mci easing 
the fatigue of the gamson when veiy little able to bear it They had been put 
on an allowance of a pound of nee a day, with a little meat at mteivals, but 
even this limited consumption so much exceeded some casual supplies by sea, 
that by the end of Decembei the public stoie did not contain piovision for 
more than thiee days At this time, however, they derived some lelief from an 
unexpected quarter On the very last day of the year 1760, while the Bntish 
squadron, m all twelve sail, were riding m Pondieheny Road, a sudden huincane 
aiose Six of the vessels foundered, or weie driven aslioie, and no fewei than 
1000 Europeans belonging to them penshed The disasteis were not confined 
to the sea All the tents and temporary caserns of the camp weie blown to 
pieces , the ammunition brought out for immediate use was destroyed , and the 
sea breaking ovei the beach, and overflowing the whole tract as fai as the 


boundary hedge, ruined all the batteries and ledoubts which the aimy had raised 
prospects at The inhabitants of Pondicherry, when the sun rose cleai the next morning 

Pondicherry and showed them the general devastation, legarded it as a deliveiance from 
Heaven Had only 300 men been able to march out tlnee houis aftei daylight, 
they would not have found 300 of the besiegeis together to lesist them This, 
however, was impossible Though the gamson had suffeied little, they could 
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not carry their ammunition dry nor drag the artillery over inundated fields a d it«i 
They could therefore do little more than grve utterance to earnest wishes that 
ships expected with supplies from Madag iscar might arrive while the British 
squadron was dispersed or driven from the coast E\en these wishes soon failed 
them and with re i grr^n n 1 

newed despondency PONDICHERRY 

they saw ttar road | 1 ‘ ^ •. 
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number of prisoners Lally to save the additional dram on his store of provi 
sions was obliged to make an open confession of approachm Q famine by sending 
them back on their parole 

On the 10th of January a battery of ten guns and three mortars opened its s & 
fire and trenches were begun on the north side just withm the skirt of the p din, 
Blancherie or Bleaching Town the houses of wlucli afforded good co\ er shortly 
after a battery was completed withm 450 yards of the walls The garrison 
scarcely attempted to interrupt these works They saw their approaching fate 


and seem to have thought it useless to attempt either to ward it off or to 
postpone it Another battery was about to be commenced about 150 j ards 
nearer the walla It proved unnecessary On the 15tli as the sun was setting 
a flag was seen approaching from the town. It preceded a deputation consist 
mg of Colonel Durre commandant of the royal artillery Father La\aur 
superior of the Jesuits and Moracin and Courtin members of the council with 
an interpreter Thev were the bearers of two memorials one signed by Bally 
and the other by the governor and council The one by Lally was \ ery charac 
tenstic both m its style and substance As if lie had been about to dictate 
terms not to recerv e them he set out with a long and irrelevant preamble m 
which he asserted that the English had taken Chandernagore against the faith 
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ad i7ci of the tieaties of neutrality which had always subsisted between the Euiopean 
nations m Bengal, and especially between the English and Fieneh,” and that 
“ the government of Madias had lefused to fulfil the conditions of a caitcl con- 
Snrrendar of eluded between the two ciowns ” Owing to this conduct it w ns “out of Ins powei , 
Pondicherry ^ ies p 0nsi bi e t 0 the couit of Fiance, to pi opose any capitulation lor the city of 

Pondicheny,” but “the tioops of the king and company snnendei themselves, 
foi want of pi o visions, pnsoners of wai to his Biitannic majesty, conformably 
to the teims of the cai tel” In consequence of tins sunendei “Mi Goote maj 


to-monow mormng at eight o’clock take possession of the Yillenoie gate, and 
on the same houi the next day of the gates of the citadel , and, as he has 
the foice in Ins own hands, he may dictate such fui thei conditions as he may 
think pi oper” This, stnctly speaking, finished Lally’s pait in thesunender, 
but he continued as follows “Fiom a punciple of justice and humanity alone, 
I demand that the motliei and sisteis of Rajah Sahib be permitted to seek an 
asylum wlieiesoevei they shall think piopei, 01 that they lemam pnsoneis with 
the Enghsh, and be not dehveied into the hands of Mahomed All Khan, still 
tinged with the blood of the fatliei and husband, winch he shed, to the shame 
indeed of those who dehveied up Cliunda Salnb to linn, but to the shame like- 
wise of the commandei of the Enghsh aimy, who ought not to have sufleied such 
a baibanty to be committed m lus camp” Lally’s memonal concluded with lus 
consent “that the membeis of the council of Pondicheny make then own lepie- 
sentations on what may moie immediately concern their paiticulni intei ests, and 
those of the colony ’’ 

Terms of The governor and council seem to have detei mined that if they did not 

capitulation " 

obtain all they wished it would not be because they had omitted to ask foi it 
The requisitions of then memorial, accordingly, weie of the following puiport 
— That the houses ot the inhabitants be preserved, and “then effects and mei- 
cantile goods left to then own disposal,” that “in then favoui the Roman 
Catholic religion was to be maintained, the chuiches, the houses of the ecclesias- 
tics, and the religious oideis, whethei within 01 without the city, be pieseived, 
with everything belonging to them, the missionanes be fiee to go and come, 
and leceive undei the Enghsh flag the same piotection as they had undei the 
French," and that “no buildings 01 edifices, and no pait of the foitifications 
be destioyed till the decision of then respective soveieigns” Coote letumed 
a wntten answer to Lally’s memorial, declining discussion on the subject of 
Chandemagoie as inelevant, 01 to be bound by a caitel which was still the sub- 
ject of dispute, but offering to accept of the surrender at the time stated, the 
troops becoming pnsoners of wai,“to be tieated at his discietion, which should 
not be without humanity” As to the mothei and sisteis of Rajah Sahib, they 
should be escorted to Madias, wlieie proper care should be taken foi then safety, 
and they should not on any account be delivered into the hands of the Nabob 
Mahomed All ” 
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On tlie ICtb of Jnnuarj the grenadiers of Cootes regiment took possession adhi 
of the lllenore gate and m the e\emng Loll} who Mas apprehensive of 
tumult anticipited the period fixed by delivering up the citadcL On the fol 
lowing moi mug the British fh 0 was hoisted and saluted b\ a thousand pieces ^ p>rJ 
of cannon bcin 0 those of ever} ship in the road of nil the posts and batteries n'r f * ' b 
of the field nrtillerj and of the ramparts and defences of Pondicherrj There 1 ”* 
einnot be n doubt that the surrender was inevitable as the provisions would 
not have sufficed for two dajs more No fault could thcrcfoie be found with 
M Lull} for not protractm 0 nn impossible defence and jet it was too evident 
that the inhabitants gencrallj regarded lum as tlie prime cause of then disister 
and w ould w illm 0 lj have vv rtafied their vengeance upon him On the thud daj 
after the surrender w hen lit w as about to depart for Madras about 1 00 per 
sons mostlv officers and a ho two membersof council assembled it the gate 
and the moment lie came out m his pnlnnqum assailed him w ith hisses threats 
mid opprobrious epithets. Dubois the 1 ings commissar} on coming out an hour 
after w as attached m the same w aj Stun to nt this reception he stopped and said 
that he was lead} to answer nil} one. The rash challenge was instantlj accepttd 
b} a man of the n line of Defer who nt tlie second pass laid him dead at his fe< t 
It was a barbarous assassination for Dubois was an old man and short-sighted 
and jetsuch was tlie feeling of the bjstnnders that las death was regaided as a 
meritorious net and not one of them would assist Ins servants in burjing him 
ihere is reason to believe that this lnhumamt} was at least in ome of those 
who manifested it the result not mercl} of personal hatred Dubois was 1 nown 
to have taken formal protests against the abuses and irregularities which lie lnd 
detected m the leadin 0 oflicnls and meant to submit them to the home govern 
inent That tlie knowlcd e c of this fact had something to do \ ith lus nssassma 
tion maj without nn} want of chant} be in fenced from the conduct of the 
legistnr who the moment the old man fell came fonvnid and seized lus papers 
Tliej were never heard of afterwards 

Ihe total number of European mihtarj talen m the town amounted to d*p t»b^ 
2072 the civ ll inhabitants w ere 381 the ai tiller} fit for sen ice w ere 500 pieces * a th 
i f cannon and 1 00 mortars and howitzers The arms ammunition and militnrj lre a y 
stores were in equal abundance Great were the rejoicings at Madras on iccount 
of this most unpoihant capture but amid all these rejoicings a delicate question 
arose and threatened to mar the liarmonj between the civil and the mihtarj 
autliouties To whom did Pondicherrj belon 0 ? It w is surrendered bj Lallj 
to lus Bntanmc majestj and so accepted bj Coote Mr Pigott understood the 
matter difibrentl} and on the fourth d ij after the surrender demanded that 
Pondicherrj should be delivered ovei to tlie Madras presidencj as having 
become the propertj of the English East India Companj Coote demurred and 
submitted the demand to a council of war composed of the leading officers of the 
arm} and navj engaged m the capture llieir opinion was tint the demand 

\ <JL I 81 
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could not be maintained, but Mi Pigott, when lie found argument unavailing, 
cut the mattei shoit, by intimating that if Pondieheny were not dehveicd the 
presidency would not furnish money foi the pay of the king’s tioops, 01 the sub- 
sistence of the Fiench pnsoners As tlieie was no othei somce fiom v Inch the 
necessaiy funds could be diawn, the council of wai had no ultematue but to 
yield the point undei piotest 

The war which the Bntish and Fiench earned on m India had fiom the 
hist been tiuly a wai of e\tei munition The existence ot the two nations there 
as independent uval poweis was deemed impossible, and both theiefoie saw 
that one 01 othei must pensli Accouhngly, w hen Lallj sided iiom Fiance at 
the head of an expedition which anticipated nothing but a series of tiiumphs, he 
was instructed by Ins government to destioy any Bntish maritime possession in 
India that should fall into Ins hands These insti notions wcic intei ceptcd, and 
fumished a plausible giound foi retaliating the baibaious policy w Inch they 
enjoined The piesidency of Madias, theiefoie, as soon as Pondicheiij \us 
deliveied ovei to them, issued oiders foi the demolition of its foitifications 
They weie speeddy obeyed, and the citadel and all the othei defences weie 
conveited into heaps of nuns 

With the fall of Pondieheny the Fiench powei in India w as to all intents 
annihilated, but three places oi some lmpoi tance still remained to be i educed 

the settlement of Make, on the Malabar coast, and the foits of Gingee 
and Tlnagur m the Carnatic Malid, situated seven miles south-east of Telh- 
ckeiry, occupied a height at the mouth of a stream which descends fiom the 
Western Ghauts In its immediate vicinity aie seveinl lulls Two of them, 
like itself on the south bank ot the stieam, weie crooned with small foits but 
its chief defence was Foit St Geoige, occupying a larger hill on the othei bank 
The only dependencies of Mahd weie five small foits situated at some distance 
to the noitli, and a factory at Calicut In tlie beginning of January, 1761, 
several vessels fiom England had landed tioops at Telhclieiry, to be employed 
in tlie 1 eduction of Malie , but as it lies within the limits of the Bombay presi- 
dency, it was necessaiy to have then authority before attacking it, and this 
authonty did not arrive before the beginning of February The intei val was 
diligently employed by the govemoi in forming alliances until the neighhoming 
chiefs Then assistance was absolutely necessaiy, foi the whole Euiopean mili- 
tary available foi defence chd not exceed 100, while then assailants, undei Majoi 
Hector Monro, amounted to 900 Euiopean and 700 native tioops Though the 
chiefs had premised liberally, when the push came not a single man appealed, 
and the governor counted himself fortunate when, instead of being obliged to 
surrender at discretion, lie effected a capitulation, which m addition to othei 
advantages secured to the garnson the full honours of war, and then conveyance 
at British expense to the Isle of Bouibon or to Europe Gingee had been pre- 
viously invested by Captain Stephen Smith with eight companies of sepoys It 
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■was commanded by one of Laity s officers of the name of Macgrtgor who on ad mi 
being summoned answered that even if besieged by 100 000 men the foits 
could not be reduced in three years His garrison consisted onty of loO Euro 
peans GOO sepoys and 1000 Collenes or natives of the adjoining lulls but he c ptire f 
believed the mountains to be mipiegnable and displaced i security which Th^a d 
w ould not have been justifiable even if they were realty so He paid the 
penalty and one of his impregnable forts was sciled and taken by surprise 
fins howevei was onty a partial success for the two stiongest forts still held 
out and had a powerful nuxiliuy m the deadty nature of the climate under 
which the sepoys thou 0 h 1000 had been added to their number were rapidlv 
melting away Macgi e & or however after all his blustering lost heart and 
offered to capitulate The terms though somewhat extrav agant wu e readily 
conceded and on the oth of Apnl he marched out with all the honours of war 
Tluagur which lud letumed to the Trench nftei then alliance with the My so 
reams was broken up shared the same fate after a blockade and bombard 
ment of si\tv five days by SI ijor Preston Though there was little prospect of 
reducing it except by famine the governor capitulated with two months pro 
visions still in store and os if unconscious of the ad\ antages of Ins position 
onty asked to receiv e the same treatment as the troops taken in Pondicherry 

The fxte of Lallv deserves to be recorded His unpopularity in India t 
preceded his arm il in 1 ranee and though with the consciousness of injured 
innocence he took the initiative and brought formal accusations against the 
leading officials to whose negligence and misconduct lie attributed the disasters 
in which his comnnnd lud terminated he soon found lnmself put upon his own 
defence The arrogance of Ins manner and the intemperance of Ins 1 mgu ige 
had raised up a host of enemies, who assailed him with venomous tongues and 
brought all sorts of railing accusations against hum These weie received by the 
government w lth w llhng ears. The loss of India aftei all the sanguine hopes 
which had been entertained hid filled the public mind with astonishment ind 
indignation and ministers behoved eithei to bear the lesponsibility or transfei 
it fiom their own to some other shoulders There was no difficulty in selecting 
the victim and Lally was confined in the Bastile Father Lav vur the Jesuit 
whom we have seen forming part of i deputation at the surrender of Pondi 
clierr\ lud returned to France and died Among his papers weie found two 
documents the one a fulsome panegyric the other a defamatory libt 1 on Lally 
Considered as evidence the documents could onty neutralize each other but 
there were circumstances m Lav mrs conduct which ought to b ive thrown the 
balance in I ally s favour Not only was the Jesuit known to be a bitter hater 
but also an unscrupulous livr As if ruined by the capture of I ondicherry he 
had petitioned the government for a small pension as a meins of subsistence 
and iet he had died worth £60 000 m gold diamonds and bills of exchange 
The evidence of such v man was worthless and yet it was shamelessly paraded 
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befoie the public, doubtless with the view of exciting antipathy if it could not 
establish guilt Aftei lying eighteen months m the Bastile, Lally was conlionted 
with his accuseis, but betiayed lus old haughty and mtiactable spmt to such 
a degiee as not only to exaspeiate the witnesses, but to piejudice tlio judge 
appointed to lepoit on the case Undei such cncumstanccs the lesult could not 
be doubtful Then, as now, a tnal m despotic Fiance, when political ends w< le 
to be gained by a conviction, was a mcie niockeiy Aftei the lapse of othei 
eighteen months, the case was upe foi decision, and the pailiament of Pans 
weie subset vient enough to do what the couit expected of them The}' found 
the accused guilty of having betiayed the mteiests of the king, the state, and 
the East India Company, and condemned him to be attainted and beheaded 
Befoie the sentence was made known he was taken befoie the couit, degiaded 
fiom Ins militaiy lank, shipped of Ins mihtaiy oiders, and then lemoved, not 
to the Bastile, which was now consideied too honouiable a place foi him, but to 
the common ci lininal jail When the sentence was lead to him he tlnew up his 
hands to heaven, and exclaimed, “ Is this the levaid of foit} fne yeais’ sei vice’” 
and snatching up a pail of compasses which lay with some maps on a table, he 
made an attempt to pieice Ins lieai t He failed, and was doomed to dunk the 
bittei cup to the cliegs That veiy afternoon he was taken out of pnson with a 
laige gag in Ins mouth, to pi event him fiom addiessmg the spectators, earned 
in a common cait to the Place de Gieve, and theie beheaded He was m the 
sixty-fifth yeai of Ins age Tlnee men of note Laboiu donnais, Dupleix, and 
Lally had thus been judicially muideied in oidei to divert the public liatied 
fiom the incompetent and conupt officials of the Fiench East India Company 
Can it be doubted that an mstitution wdncli called foi such monstious sacufices 
moie than deseived all the calamities which had fallen upon it ? 

In following out the couise of events in the Carnatic, we have been led away 
fiom the not less important events which, dunng the same penod, had occuned 
in Bengal, and weie beginning, aftei the fiist excitement was ovei, to unfold 
then tiue cliaiactei 
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t L1M land fttiml it n comparative!} ens} txk to put Surajali v i i 
| Dow lib to flight and 1 1 tec Mter Jnflitr on the mtismid lo keep 
j him there* and induce him to potent with wisdom and vigour 
j vvtsii l e*»k of grtattr diflieult} X Ins wns parti} ow in 0 to the 
J mdiflcre nt tlmnc*tr and Mr} mode nte abilities ot the new 
n tbol but Mill more, to the circumstances in which he was placed His fellow x » i : 
conspirators natumllv txpccletl to shun largcl} in the fruits of lus success and j m 
took offence when the rewards winch tlu} received fi.ll short of the extravagant 
value which tin} attached to their «m\icoh. I he distribution of large sums of 
mono} hail been anticipated but in the vtr} first da} s of the government the 
greater part of wlmt had been found in Stiryah Dowlnhs treasur} had been 
required to meet the first instalments due to the Compnti} and pa} the enoi 
moils sums granted or extorted under the name of presents to their servants. 

1 has, at tlu outset when nothin^ but n libernlit} approaching to lavishness 
could have gratified the. Rclfi hness of the nabobs courtiers and conciliated the 
good will of the populitron gmernllv he was compelled either to practise a 
niggardliness which made him contemptible or to have recourse to measures ol 
extortion which made him detested \\ hen pursmn 0 the object of his ambition 
liter Jafhtr had re tdil} promised everjtlm i e that wav asked of him 3 he 
performance, was then both distant and conditional and man} things nnjit 
occur before it could cither he nsked oi enforced and he had imagined ns Oroie, 
expressl} states 1 that his liberalities to individuals who weie the heads of the 
En 0 hsb nation would relax their strictness in the public terms In plninei 
words he thought that the large sums which he had given as presents woull 
hive operated as bribes niul di posed tbc recipients to overlook defiles turns 
where the interests of the Com pan} onl} were concerned Great tlieiefore w is 
lus disappointment not umningled with indignation when lie found Chve 
Mernl} imntin B on the payments of the treat} monies as the} became due 
lliere was another kind of inteifeience which touched the nabob more neul} 
and is said to have been regarded by him with abomination The authontj of 
a nabob within his own province was absolute and Mter Jnflier when, seated 
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on the musnud, was not disposed to lelmquish any of the powers winch had 
been exeicised bj r Ins piedecessois He had paitiahties and hatieds, and did 
not choose that commands m them my, 01 the adnnmstiation of the go\ em- 
inent, should be mtiusted to any but his own l.ivountes He accordingly 
meditated many changes, but when he would Inn e earned them into effect, lie 
was moitified above measuie to find that anothei consent beside his own was 
necessaiy Some of these changes would have been violations of pi onuses made 
and even sworn to, otlieis of them would have been contiai y to sound policy , 
and on these and similai giounds Clive did not hesitate to tell him bluntly that 
he would not peimit them Who then is mastei ? was the question u hicli the 
nabob put to lnmself, and horn that moment his lesolution was taken to eman- 
cipate hnnself fiom Butish ascendency' He was caieful, liow'evei, to do nothing 
which could excite the least suspicion of a change m his feelings, and theiefoie, 
wdule Clive continued at Mooishedabud, nothing could exceed the defeience paid 
to all his washes and opinions, and both the nabob and his son h\ed with him 
on terms of intimacy and familial lty 

On the 14th of September 1757, Clive haMiig set out foi Calcutta, leaving 
Watts, Mannmgham, and Sciafton at Mooishedabud, to tiansact the Company’s 
affans, Meei Jaffiei lost no time m endeavommg to cany out his own views 
The leading agents in the conspiracy which oveitlnew Suiajah Dowlah weie 
Hindoos Thiough them chiefly the pievious negotiation with Clive and the 
othei seivants ot the Company had been earned on, and it was theiefoie 
piobable that through them also then futuie influence in the government would 
be exeicised Reasoning thus, the nabob’s ihst object was to cm bill, and, if 
possible, extinguish the powei of the Hindoos At the head of them stood 
Roydullub the dewan With lnm, theiefoie, it was pioposed to begin, but with 
the gieatest caution, foi Roy'dullub, awaie of the feeling with which he was 
legarded at couit, not only stood upon his guaid, but had obtained fiom Clive 
a guaiantee of peisonal safety The fust step taken against him was mduect, 
and was impoitant only as an indication of what might be expected to follow 
Ramiamsmg, who, besides being head of the spies, was Rajah of Midnapoie, was 
summoned to Mooishedabud to settle the accounts of his distnet Being consi- 
deiably m aneai, and suspicious of what was intended, he did not go m pel son, 
but sent Ins bi othei and nephew, who weie immediately tin ow r n into pnson 
Roydullub, with whom Ramiamsmg had always been closely connected, believed 
that this violent proceeding was the piecuisoi of a similar lequisition to himself, 
and established connections m diffeient quaiters, detei mined, if necessaiy, to 
lepel foice by foice He was even suspected of having stmed up two lebelhons 

one by Ramiamsmg, who, on lieaung how his bi othei and nephew had been 
tieated, assembled 2000 hoise and 5000 foot, with which he thieatened to letue 
into the jungles with which Ins countiy abounded, and the othei by' Ogul 
Sing, whom Smajah Dowlah had appointed govemoi of Puineah 
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These levolts “both headed by Hindoos and presumed to Ime been insti ad 175 
gated by Koydullub drov e Heer Jaffier from his course of dissimulation and 
made him avow his determination to treat Boy dullub as a rebel A hind of w j a e 
open hostilities were accordingly declared and the dewan while still continuing 
to hold his office not only refused to visit the nabob but assembled a force of 1000 
men to set him at defiance Through the influence of Clive an apparent lecon 
cihation was effected and an interview took place at whit h the nabob md lna 
dewan swore oblivion of former distrusts and future friendship Nothing 
could be more false and hollow and Poydullub while he evinced suspicion by 
keepin^ his house under pretence of sickness gave a decided proof of hostility 
fry refusing to allow the troops under his own control to t ike part m the expe 
dition to Puraeah 

While peace was thus maintained with difficulty in the v ery centre of Ben c p «« 
to al the frontiers were assuming a threatening aspect In Dacca a conspiracy ih 
to seizt the foit was headed bv Amminee Khan a son of Serferaz Khan the 



nibob who preceded Ah Verdy and though prematurely discovered was not put 
down without the aid of troops furnished by the Company In the opposite 
direction in Belmr a formidable rebellion seemed so imminent that Ch\ e left 
Calcutta and put himself at the head of Ins troops to march directly for Patna 
The rumour which prevailed was that Ramnarain to whom a strong suspicion 
of disaffection still attached had formed an affiance with Sujah Dowlah the 
Nabob of Oude and that they were preparing to unite their forces with the 
view of marching into Bengal. Another rumour was that the elevation of 
Aleei Jaffier to the musnud was disapproved at Delhi and that an intrigue was 
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on foot to pioclaim Muza Mundee, the infant son of Smajali Dowdah’s biother, as 
nabob This lattei uimoiu was tiaced to Meeiun, Meei Jafliei s eldest son, and 
with what wicked intention soon appealed, foi on the morning of the 10th 
November, 1757, Mooisliedabad was tin own into eonstei nation by the announce- 
ment that a band of luffians, lined by Meeiun, had bioken into the palace ol 
All Yeidy’s widow, wheie the infant was living undei the cluuge of his giand- 
motliei, the widow of Zamdee Ahmed, and mui dei cd him It w as added that 
both the widows had sliaied the same fate They had only been seized and 
sent off m boats to Dacca, the rumoui of then muidei liaMiig been cn culated, 
and even then fictitious funeial peifoimed, to pi event an) attempt that might 
have been made foi then lescue, had it been known that they v eie still alive 
The one muidei, howevei, was baibanty enough to make both the nabob and 
lus son geneially detested, though the foimei declaied that he neithei sanc- 
tioned it noi knew of it till it was peipetiated. If ciedit was given to this 
declaiation, it was suiely a dismal inflection foi the inhabitants of Bengal that 
they weie alieady undei a government which connived at such cnmes, and had 
the piospect of bemg, soonei oi latei, subjected to the government of the veiy 
wietch who perpetiated them, Happily, howevei, as will be seen, this piospect 
was nevei lealized. 

On the 25tli of Novembei, 1757, Clive amved with Ins tioops at Mooi- 
sliedabad, and on the 30tli set out at the head of 550 Euiopeans and 1500 
sepoys to join the nabob’s aimy, which had advanced on the expedition to Pui- 
neah, as fai as Raj amah al Clives piesence alone sufficed to put down the 

lebelhon In less than a week aftei his amval Ogul Smg v T as taken pusonei, 
and all the chiefs in league with him submitted oi fled the coimtiy The 
tlneatened lebellion m Behai still lemamed, and the nabob, who was bent on 
.removing Ramnaiam, uiged an immediate advance on Patna Clive saw Ins 
| advantage, and lefused to move until all the peeumaiy claims and stipulations 
[of the tieaty should be satisfactory ananged This w T as impossible without 
the assistance of Roydullub, tlnough whose office as dewan all money bills and 
patents behoved to pass The nabob was thus m a dilemma He must eithei 
foi ego the expedition to Patna, oi effect a i econcihation with Roydullub undei 
such conditions as would not allow lnm aftei waids to lecede The lattei course, 
which was indeed the only lational one, was stiongly advocated by Clive 
Tlnough his mediation, and with the secuuty of his guarantee, Roydullub, who 
had pieviously lefused to quit Mooisliedabad, amved m the camp, and the 
nabob and dewan once more made a solemn l enunciation of then suspicions and 
animosities The piehmmary obstacle being thus lemoved, the parts of the 
bieaty still lemanung unfulfilled weie easily ananged The payment of twenty- 
tin ee lacs of lupees, actually due, was piovided foi by oidei on the tieasiuy at 
Mooisliedabad foi one-lialf of the amount, and by tunccows oi oideis, payable as 
the revenues should be lealized, by the Pliousdai of Hooglily and the Rajahs of 
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ad i 75 s venal In giantmg titles on the occasion Clive had not been foi gotten, foi he 
was mfoimed tlnougli the Seits that lie had been cieated a munsubdor of 6000 
Visit of Ram hoise, undei seveial pompous names Itamnai am, as the aimy advanced, con- 
ciiic" t0 tinued taking measuies foi Ins defence Clive’s lettei had not \ et leached him , 
bait as soon as lie leceived it he gave pi oof of the lull confidence Minch it 
mspned by complying with its invitation, and embaikmg in his boats on the 
Ganges to pay Clive a visit He ai lived on the 25th ol Januaiy, and the next 
day pioceeded, in company with Mi Watts, to m ait upon the nabob, who 
leceived him with all the honouis due to his lank, } et not lefiaimng fiom 
ceitam slights indicative of Ins leal feelings So equivocal indeed uas Ins 
conduct, that Clive’s suspicions weie loused, and Hainnaiain and lto} dullub 
who had pieviously been at vanance, lesolved to make common cause 
Meer jaffiei Matteis weie in this unsatisfactoiy state when staitling intelligence armed 

-ilarmed 

The Nabob of Oude, it was said, had lesumed Ins aggiessne designs, and Mas 
about to advance fiom Lucknow, accompanied by a huge body of Malnatta hoi^e, 
and the Euiopean tioops of M Law udio had been living nuclei Ins piotection at 
Allahabad Meei Jaffiei was filled with ahum, moie especially aftei a Malnatta 
chief ai lived to demand twenty-foui lacs of nipees as the aneais of tnbute due 
fiom Bengal He was nou r as submissive as he had pieviously been disposed to 
be insolent, and in oidei to conciliate Clive, udiose sei vices had again become 
indispensable to linn, he fulfilled the obligations which he had undei taken in 
legaicl to Itamnai am, by foimally confinning lnm m Ins office of deputy-goveinoi 
of Behai Clive was not slow to take advantage of the nabob s altei ed feelings 
and lequested foi the Company a monopoly of all the saltpetie made within his 
dominions The nabob made many objections, and ultimately consented with 
gieat leluctance The teims offeied weie indeed the lngliest at which the salt- 
petie monopoly had evei been fanned, but he kneM that the stipulated lent was 
the utmost he could leceive from the Company, wheieas m the case of a native 
lentei, he had an unlimited powei of exaction in the shape of pi esents On 
obtaining this lather questionable monopoly, Clive pioceeded to enfoice anothei 
claim, the justice of which could not be denied The stipulated monthly pa}' of 
Ins tioops m the nabob’s seivice was a lac a month, and though lieai ly foui 
months had alieady been consumed m the campaign, only two lacs had been 
leceived The demand of the aneais, both undei this head and otheis which 
had accumulated, m consequence of the difficulty of leah/mg anything fiom the 
tuncaws, was not ananged without difficulty, because the alaims fioni Oude and 
the Malnattas having died away, the nabob had letiuned to his toituous policy, 

Ramuarun and was again mtngiung for the lemoval of Itamnai am Clive’s sagacity and 

allow ed to n & J 

letam his fiimness disconceited Ins schemes, and Ramnaram remained m possession of his 
dignity, while the whole anny letmned by slon r maiclies towaids Mooisliedabad 
Chve’s opinion of Meei Jaffiei had undergone consideiable modification His 
fiist communications with him M r hen the conspnacy Avas planned, had nnpiessed 
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him fnourablv nnd he speaks of lmn in out of his letters res a mm of sense i o i ? 
\\ lien he placed him on the musnml he congratulated the courtiers present on 
their good fortune m ln\in 0 received so excellent n sovereign His languagt 
\i is now different. In n letter to the select committee of directors lie savs — n 
I mil concerned to mention tint the pre ent nabob is a prince of little capacitj *Lj J 
nnd not it nil blex ed with the talent of gaming the love nnd confidence of Ins 
pmiLipal ofliccfs, His mismanagement threw tho countn into great confusion 
m the spare of a few months nnd might have proved of fitnl consequence to 
himself hut for our known attachment to him No less than three rebellions 
were on foot nt one time In n letter to Mi Pi^ott, written from Pitm Ins 
hng i, a 0 t is still plainer nnd more significant — The nabobs conduct is vveik 
f*evomI conception nnd \ou mav Ik. ns ured wlienevcr we nre wanting m 
a foree to overawe nnd protect him nun will ensue 'Non cannot imagine the 
trouble I have had these ihrie weeks past in our march to tin place ami since 
his nnival he has 1k.ch vvantin 0 to mal c his brother who is n gi eater fool than 
himself Nabob of IJchar in prejudice of namnnram n Guitoo universally 
beloved nnd respcctc<l nnd that m breath of his promises to me whom he 
dt irul to write to him to enga 0 e him to come down nnd pay lus respects. 

Not one of hts rajahs would eotne to or treat with him without letters of assm 
mice from me He had n> re a. on however to repent of lus march to Pitna 
Before we took the field lie observes it w es with the greatest difiieulty the 
nabob eoull he pn v ailed ii|HMi to issue out of his treisurv 10 000 rupees an 1 
since m\ jeimsii^ inm he has already paid twentv five lacs nnd given security foi 
tin payment of ten more. A subsequent letter to the directors is in still more 
hopeful terms. Referring to the tunenw s or assignments on the rev ennes of c< rtam 
districts* lie say s that through them the di ehaigc of the debt is now become 
independent of the nabob which precaution is become absolutely necessary ns 
his calls for money nre greater than he can nnswer Nothing but n total revolu 
tion in the government can well interrupt your pavments. Ho afterwards 
adds — Ml domestic troubles nre now happily ended nnd the nabob seems 
so well fixed in Jus gov eminent ns to be able with n bin all degree of prudence 
to maintain hunsclf quietly in it Foi ourselves wc hue been so fortitude 
in these transactions ns to attach to us the most considerable persons m the 
kingdom nnd by the tonstinev with which we successively supported Rnmram 
sing Roydulltib nnd Ramnarain to acquire the general confidence nnd make our 
friend Jnp be solicited on nil sides. On the wliole we may pronounce that this 
expedition without bloodshed 1ms been ciowncd with all the adv antages that 
could be expected or w ishtd to the nabob nnd the Company 

On the maich from Patna the nabob halted to amuse himself with hunting « 
and pay a pilgrimage to n celebrated tomb in the viunity of Rajvmahal Clive 
continuing to proceed accompamtd by KoyduIIub reached Moorshedabad on 
the lutli of May 17 >8 The state of the citv astonished him fhe markets 
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Avei e deseited, the shops shut, many of the punupal families weie pupal mg 
to send away then eflccts, and signs ol Deputation auk* oAoiyvlnu appaient 
On mquny, he learned that Meeiun, who was still iiinic impatient than hi-, 
fathei foi the lemoval of Ramnaiam and Boydullub, had no soonei learned 
that the lattei was accompanying Cine in his letuin to the capital, than he 
quitted it with gieat piecipitation, gum" out that he had leason to suspect 
desmus against his own life, and had theudoie lesohed to |oin hi** latln i Hi** 
conduct stiuck tenoi into the inhabitants, who siu nothing lx foie tin in but 
the devastation and bloodshed of a new ie\olution Cine might veil be angi\, 
toi the cliaige of tieasonable designs was levelled at him ns veil as Boydullub 
and he theiefoie wiote the nabob, complaining in the slmipcst terms of ’d( erun's 
conduct, and declanng that he would no longei lemam m Bengal saci lining 
zeal to distiust This decided com so bi ought both the nabob and Meeiun to 
then senses, and they both apologized m the most submissn e teims The nabob, 
even abandoning Ins spoits and intended pilgi image, hastened home, but Gh\o 
still too much ofiended to desne an mteiuew, had pie\iously set out loi Cal- 
cutta, 01 deung 2000 of the sepoys to follow, and the lest, togethu with all the 
Emopeans, to lemam at Cossimbazai 

xe« form of On the 20th of June, the Company’s ship Hanhutlc aimed fiom ICng- 
for Bcng il land, bunging accounts of the anangements which the dneetois had made m 
presuicno) conse q uence 0 f the loss of Calcutta By r then fhst anangcment, made m 
August, 1757, they 1- committed the government to a select committee of fne 
of whom Clive was to be piesident, but in the following Xo\embei, they 
appointed a council of ten, m which the fom senioi member weie to pieside 
alternately each foi tlnee months Intelligence of both anangements leached 
Calcutta for the fust time by the II ni divide, anothei vessel, though pieviouslv 
despatched with the August anangement, not hasing yet ai lived. The dnec- 
tois had been legislating m the daik, and fai fiom wisely A lotatoiy go\ em- 
inent wmuld have been, undei any 1- cncumstances, a clumsy device, and the 
i evolution which had lecently taken place, but of which the dneetois w r ei e not 
cognizant, made it wholly lmpiactieable In this new 7 and stiangely r constituted 
council, Clive had no place It has been said that no slight was intended, as 
the dneetois had assumed, on what must have appealed good giounds, that he 
had letumed to Madias It would, how 7 evei, have been at least moie comteous 
to have acted on the supposition that cncumstances might have occuned to pie- 
vent his departure, and to have assigned lnm the place to which his past sei- 
vices entitled him The appointment might have been made conditionally, on his 


being still m Bengal, and hence, even if Ins pievious departuie should have 
lendered the appointment ineffectual, it would still have been giatifymg as a 
public testimony to Ins ment It is ceitam that Clive himself felt a^mieved, 
and made no secret of it 

If Clive was indignant, the new membeis of council w r eie above measuie 
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perplexed They -» ere naturvUj proud of their new dignity but felt that anv ad i ss 
ittempt to conduct the gov eminent u ithout him w ould he worse than futile 
They were avnre that nothing but fear could induce the nabob to remain 
faithful to the obh 0 ations he had undertaken and that the moment he was set ° ff ' , r tL 
free from the commanding influence which Clive alone had over him the large ' 
sums of money still remaining due under the treaty nevewwould be paid and 01 
all its other stipulations would either be \iolated or indirectly evaded. Influ 
enced by such considerations they took the only course which seemed open to 
them and addiessed a letter to Cine m which after stating the objections to 
the rotatory governorship and their readiness at tins juncture of affairs to 
waive all personal honour* and advantiges they made him an offer of being 
president of the Company s affairs in Bengal till a person is appointed by the 
Honourable Company He had previously been sounded on the subject by Mr 
atts whose name stood first in the lotation and declaied Ins determination 
not to accept He was above being influenced by spiteful feelings and gave 
strong reasons for Ins intended lefusal when lie said — Both the public and 
my private advices I think plainly discover that the presidency of Bengal was 
by no means intended for me by the court of directors and a temporary 
acceptance can only expose me upon the further alterations which may arrive 
from Europe to circumstances of disgrace m the eyes of the country govern 
ment which I believ e it is unnecessary for me to remark might be prejudicial 
to the Company s \ffairs If the directors had as he here supposes deliberately 
lesolved to exclude him from the office of president this objection was unanswer 
able but further consideration and especially the very fnendly tenor of a letter 
from Mr Payne their chairman convinced lnm that their omission of his namp 
might be explained without construing it into an intended slight and he 
accepted the offer in a letter in which he says — Though I think I have cause 
to be dissatisfied with the court of dnectors for laying me aside m their new 
form of government without any reason assigned after having named me as 
head of the general committee id the letter of the 3d of August last yet animated 
by the noble example of public spirit which you have set me I have determined 
to waive all private considerations where the general good is concerned and 
as there is no doubt but the gov eminent of a single person involved as we ire 
now with the country powers must lme infinite advantige ov er that comph 
cated form of government established from home I shall from that motive h w*pt» 
(though both my health and private concerns strongly require my returning to 
Europe) accept the offer y ou hav e done me the honour to make ine till such 
time as our ( mploy era have appointed a president in the usual form This was 
a manly as well as fortunate decision for it eventually proved instead of con 
tradicting to have only anticipated the final wishes of the directors who no 
sooner heard of the victory of Plassey than they abandoned. their newfangled 
rotatory scheme and formally appointed Chv e governor of Bengal 
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ad i"os The Company b aff«uis weie ceitamly in a uitieal state, ami lequned all 
Clive’s wisdom and eneigy The successes ol the Fiench on the Coi oinnndcl 
i ,bit of coast could not be concealed fi om the nabob, and the nutuial consequence 
t^caiouteT was to make him hopeful that he might yet be able to can\ out all Ins 
favounte schemes, though it should be m defiance of Cine and the Company 
The Bntisli tioops m Bengal had also suffeied a senous diminution by the 
expedition to the Noithein Cncais In these ciicumstunces, Cine ielfc it neces- 
saiy to slacken the lem which he had hitheifco held on the nabobs mo\o- 
ments, and oveilook many things which, at a moic favourable time, he Mould 
have peiemptonly inteidicted As an additional means of conciliating lus good- 
will, he invited him to Calcutta His own instalment as gmemoi furnished 
an appiopnate occasion, and Meei Jafliei, n ith all his ti.un, descending the 
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Hooglily in a splendid fleet of boats, was entei tamed foi several days with 
pomp and festivity 

iiitngues -t r phe meie love of pleasure, though always stiong in Meei Jaflier, was not Ins 

Moorslied i 

vuimhis only inducement to pay this visit He deemed it piudent to be absent fiom Ins 

ibSGDCl- 

capital dining certain changes which he was most anxious to accomplish, but 
the lesponsibility of which he was unwilling to mem Roydullub had been 
maintained m Ins place as dewan, contiaiy to bis avowed deteimmation to eject 
him Meeiun had suggested a means of getting nd of lnm, and the fathei, well 
awaie of the savage natuie of lus son, left him to accomplish Ins object m his 
own way In this he obtained impoitant aid fiom Nuncomai, a Hindoo, n ho, 


1 Fcal Chau a meins Elephant’s Head, and til es 
its name from the prow The one represented w is 
50 feet long by i feet wide, some old Hindoos say 
they haie been made 100 feet long by 6 feet wide 
They have oars and sails, and are richly ornamented 
■witlun ind without, and move with a number of oars 
The mister or most distinguished peison is seited 
before the rowers The fcal chat i as ire \ ery scarce , 
rijilis and rich people only use them 


Moot Punlcc means Peacock's Head The rowers 
use paddles and sit with then faces to the prow The 
prince or leading person smokes his hookah under a 
particular canopi in front, and the grandees and ser 
aants of his retinue sit under another At the 
head of the roweis is a jemular, who regulates the 
measure like the leader of an orchestra, little hells 
are fastened to the paddles The maqce or pilot has a 
long oar with winch to steer — Solijn, Lcs IPmlous 
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after lining long 1km.ii in the confidence of Ro} dullub lnd conceived the idea \o i > 
of elev iting himself upon Ins ruin A\ lien the tuncaws gi inted for the payment 
of the treat} monies proved unproductive Ivunconni ait full} insinuated tint 
the fiulfcla} with Ro} dullub and volunteered that if full authont} were given c Iir } 
him lit would make the amount forthcomi» 0 The offei was too welcome not k jai i> 
to he accepted and Nuncomnr thus became an ostensible agent of the Company 
while Ro} dullub lost his interest with them and could no longu ealuthteon 
their protection This change of fi.chn 0 w is soon made known to the nabob 
ind lus son who lost no time m turning it to account Ro} dullub aw ue of the 
extent of his danger requested leave to retire with lus fund} and effects to Cal 
cutta, Lven this was refused him unless he previousl} furnished inone} for the 
pa}anent of the troops who were chmounn 0 for their arrears 'Whilt nntteis 
v\ere in this state the nnbob set out on his Calcutta visit Onl} two davs 
ifter he was gone Alee run surrounded Rq) dullub s house with a hod} of tioops 
ind was preparing to cm. his person when the Compan} s agents came to the 
rescue just in tunc to save his life bv sendin 0 lum oft to Cdcutta undei escort 
Mcerun ennged it the escape of his punupil victim vented his spite on the 
members of his fund} and detained them as prisoners till W uren Histmgs who 
h id succeeded Scrafton as the Compan} s resident at Moorshedab id w as able to 
t>end them also to Cilcutt i It would be useless to detail the series of mtn 0 ues 
which followed and m w Inch the nabob and his son still bent on the destruc 
tion of Ro} dullub showed thnt there wue no meins toobisefor them tounplo} 
in order to accomplish it 

The nabob while thus occupied with despicable intn 0 ues received startlin 0 Tb L«ai 
intelh 0 tnce from the west Shah Alum the eldest son of the Mogul emperor B 
Vlumgeer II and then better known b} the title of Shazidt belonging to him 
as heir apparent to the throne had armed at Bennies in the begmnin 0 of 17o9 
•t the head of an arm} of 8000 men His fither was virtmll} a prisonei m 
the hands of the v izier Ghnzi u dm and lie himself had onl} escaped siniil ir 
thraldom h} suddenl} quitting Delhi Ibis step appeals to have been taken 
v ith the banction of his fitliei who had pieviousl} conferred upon him the 
government of Bengal Beliu and Orissa Tins b motion however was nob 
avowed and hence the fehazada nppeared in a double character According to 
one anew he was his father b representative uul timed ill the weight which 
notwithstanding the low condition to which the empire had filial was still 
attached to the name of the JIoguL According to mother view he was a 
rebellious son who had quitted Ins fither s court without permission ind was 
engaged in treasonable designs Tlus double character put it in the power of 
the different governor to adopt the view which w is most accord mt with their 
mchnation or their interest and hence man} stood aloof w lnle others flocked to 
Ins standard The most powerful chief who lnd openl} espoused his cause 
was Mahomed Cool} Ivhan the O ovemor of Allahabad but it w is understood 
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AD 1759 that Sujali Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, though he kept aitfully m the background, 
was disposed to join lnm as soon as lie saw any piobabihty of success, and 
would bung with him an impoitant auxiliaiy, m the pei-son of M Law v/ith 
Ins French paity 

Designs of The object of the shazada was not concealed Bengal, Behai, and Ons^a 

on e Ber? a belonged to lnm as viceioy, and he was coming to claim Ins lights It thus 
appealed that Meei Jaffiei was about to be tieated as an usurpei, and could 
onty mamtam possession by defying the hen appaient of the Mogul empne 
How duist he engage in such a waifaie, which appealed to lnm almost sacn- 
v - legious? How could he hope to succeed m it with tioops winch weie constantly 
I mutinying, and would m all piobability be no soonei bi ought in sight of the 
1 enemy than they would desert to linn? In this emeigency, eveiy thing depended 
jupon Clive, who immediately saw the pait he had to act, and enteied into it 
j with Ins accustomed aidoui and decision In a lettei to Hastings, duecting lnm 
I to give confidence to the court of Moot shedabad, he says “The dissensions 
between the nabob and lus people give me much moie concern than the news 
of the shazada’s motions, as theie would be little feai fioin the Iattei, did the 
foimei take the piopei measures to seciue Ins being well solved ’ The nabob, 
in his perplexity, had thoughts of pui chasing the shazada’s letieat Clive, heal- 
ing of it, wrote as follows “ I have just heaid a piece of intelligence which I 
can scaice give ciedit to , it is, that youi excellency is going to offei a sum 
of money to the lung’s son If you do this, you wall have Sujali Dowdali, the 

Mahrattas, and many moie, come fiom all paits to the confines of youi countiv, 
who wall bully you out of money till you have none left m youi tieasury If 
youi excellency should puisue this method, it will be furnishing the king’s son 
with the means to raise forces, which, indeed, may endangei the loss of yoiu 
country What will be said if the gieat Jaffiei All Khan, soubah of this pro- 
vince, who commands an aimy of 60,000 men, should offei money to a boy who 
has scarcely a soldi ei with linn? I beg youi excellency wall lely on the fidelity 
of the English, and of those troops which aie attached to you” 
ms letter to Clive, while thus pledging himself to Meei Jaffiei, was v r ell aware that he 
might have made most advantageous teims with the opposite paity The 
shazada sent agents to him, who made him, to use Ins own language, “ offei s 
of piovmces upon piovmces, with whatever my heart could desne,” and delivered 
lnm a letter from their mastei, who addiessed him as “The Most Hioh and 
Mighty, Protector of the Gieat, Colonel Sabut Jung 1 Bahadui,” and concluded 
thus “In this happy time, with a view of making the torn of Patna and 
Bengal, I have elected my standaid of glory at this place It is my piue inten- 
tion to bestow favoui upon you, the high and mighty, and all faithful seivants, 

1 Tlie title “Sabut Jung,” bj which Cine is still his defence of Arcot Though Mahomed Ah had no 
known m India, means “firm or daring in war,” and light to grant titles, Clive was pleased with it, and 
was first gi\en him by Mahomed All, m allusion to had it engraied on Ins Persian seal 
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igieeible to their conduct This world a like » garden of flowers interspersed ad i » 

with weeds nnd thorns I shall therefore root out the had that the futhful 

and good rj ots (God willing) may rest in peace md quietness Know joushoM i a 
are great that it is proper jou should pay a due obedience to this my hnnan * ' 
and make it jour business to pay jour respects to me like a futhful servant 
which will be great and happy for jou. It is proper you should be earnest in 
doing thus when by the blessing of God jou stand high m my faiour know 
tliib must be done 

Cine dismissed the agents with a ■warning not to come near him again for cii 
if the} did he would take their he ids foi their pains The letter he answered * 

as follows — I have had the honour to recen e j our highness s firman. It gi\ es 
me great concern to find that this count*} must become a scene of troubles I 
beg leave to inform jou that I have been favoured with a sunnud from the 
emperor appointing me a munsubdar of the rank of G000 foot and 5000 horse 
winch constitutes me a sen ant of lus and as I liav e not received an} orders 
either from the emperor or vizier acquainting me of }our coming down here I 
cannot pay that due regard to } our highness s orders I would otherwise wish to 
do I must further beg leave to inform }ou that I am under the stncteslT 
engagements with the present soubahdar of these provinces to assist him at all 
times and it is not the custom of the English nation to be guilty of insincerity ^ 

In declining the interview which the shazadas letter obviously invited on the 
ground that he had not receiv ed any orders from the court of Delhi Clive 
took stronger ground than he was probably aware of at the time as afterwards 
appeared when Alter JafFier sent him an imperial edict which he had received 
H was in the following terms — Know that }ou are under the shadow of m} 
favour Some ill designing people have turned tin brain of m} beloved son 
Mahomed All Gohur (the bliazada) and are cany mg him to the eastern part 
of the empire which must be the cause of much trouble and ruin to m} countr} 

I therefore order } ou who are m} serv ant to proceed immediately to Patna and 
secure the person of m} son and keep him there You are likewise to punish 
his attendants that other people ma} take w arming thereby In doing this } ou 
will gain my fav our and have a good name 

Though Clive spoke and wrote slightingly of the shozada and his invasion entc^tat 
there was grav e cause for alarm Raxnnarain the gov emor of Behar was sus 
pected of bein a in league w itli the enem} whose forces had rapidly increased to 
30 000 or 40 000 while the whole force which the presidency could muster 
amounted only to about 4 jO Europeans and 2o00 sepo}S At the head of these 
Clive set out and after a short halt at Moorshedabad— where he lectured the 
nabob on his misconduct winch by forfeiting the confidence of all classes of his 
subjects had the natural consequence of inviting foreign invasion and at the 
same time complied with the nabob s solicitation to ride on the same elephant 
with him and adopted an} measure that could support him in his admimstra 
Vo l I 83 
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tion” he hastened on foi Patna, which was now' actually besieged and m immi- 
nent dangei of being taken Ramnai am at first endear oui ed to make fi lends of 
both paities, and actually paid a visit to the sha/adas camp, apparently foi the 
puipose of asceitaimng what teims he could obtain fiom him Ultimately, 
howevei, on asceitaimng that Clive had taken the field, he had no doubt that 
he would piove victoi, and thciefoie bestmed lmnseli to do aw a) with the 
suspicions laised by his picMOus tampenng w'lth the enum ITis dt fence was 
valiant, and lepcated assaults weie successfully lepulscd, though two bastions 
weie atone time earned The lesult, howe\ei, was still doubtful, whin the 
appeaiance of a detachment which Clive had sent, loiwnid undei Ensign Matthews 
tlnew the besiegers into despan, and they abandoned the siege with the utmost 
piecipitation The confedeiates who had joined the sha/atda bad been using lum 
meiely as an mstiumcnt to accomplish then own ends The Nabob of Oude, in 
paiticulai, though he had been the chief instigatoi to the imasion, only tinned 
it to account by seizing upon Allahabad while the go\einoi was absent and then, 
to shake himself fiee of all lesponsdulity, would not even allow the slm/-id.i to 
seek an asylum in Ins tern tones The unhappy pnnee, thus almost deseited by 
Ins follow'd s, pi oposed to tin ow' lumself on Bntish protection, but Cine, who 
saw how dangeious a guest he might piosc, lcfused to leceivc lum As a meie 
act of humanity, howevei, he sent him a sum of money to ielie\e Ins piesent 
necessities 

The nabob’s joy at this deliveiance was gicat in piopoition to bis fears, and 
he manifested his obligation to Cine by a giant which was equal in \alue to all 
that he had pieviously bestow'ed upon lum, and which wws destined to become 
the subject of much unpleasant discussion Shoitly aftei Clive obtained Ins 
dignities from Delhi, he wiote to Juggut Seit, to say “that the nabob had made 
him an omrah of the empne without a jaglme” The answei was, that “the 
nabob nevei gianted jaghues m Bengal, that Onssa w r as too pool, but that he 
might have one m Behai ” Nothing moie appeal's to have been done in the 
matter till the expulsion of the shazada, when the nabob, eitliei lecollectmg 
Clive’s application 01 having been lemmded of it, declaied his intention to use 
eveiy means m Ins powei to obtain an oidei fiom Delhi foi a jaglme, because, 
as Mr Hastings expi esses it m a letter to Chve, he w r as “ ashamed that y r ou should 
do so much foi him without the piospect of leaping any advantage to y ourself 
by it” On a subsequent occasion, when Mi Sykes w r as acting tempoianly foi 
Mr Hastings at Mooisliedabad, the nabob letumecl to the subject, and, aftei 
observing that “he had frequently had it m Ins thoughts but nevei enteied 
seriously upon it till now,” stated that Juggut Seit had fallen upon a method of 
obviating all difficulties by giving foi the jaglme “the qiut-ient arising fiom 
the lands ceded to the Company to the southwaid of Calcutta ” This, he thought, 
would interfere the least with his government, and stood the cleaiest m 1 elation 
to the Company’s affans” 
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It 19 impossible to doubt Hint the mbob nn.s right when he said tint the ad 1 53 
quit-tint wus the jaghin. w Inch w ould hist interfere w ith his go\ emment In 
fact Juggut Sat when hi suggested it must lm\e lnd n shrewd suspicion that 
no part of the quit rent would i\tr be brought into the Moorshedabad treasury objects n» 
The nabob was nlrtadv owing tlie Company far more than he was able to paj j 2* 
and therefore had lie ret lined the n e ht to it, it would onlj ha\ e been to see 
it mentioned ns a sum which the Company had retained in their own hands as a 
reduction pro tunto of their debt. To him therefore it was utterly worthless as 
a source of revenue nnd lie lost nothing b\ parting w ith it The caso of the 
Companv was so vci} different that it is difficult to understand what the nabob 
meant when he said that it was the jaglurc which stood the clearest in relation 
to tlie Compan} s afTun On the contran it would be cas} to show that the 
transference of the quit rent to one of their sen ants placed them in a far worse 
position than lx fort So long as the quit rent was payable to the nabob the} 
coni 1 alum s 11 * it as n set off* against him It was of the nature of a seeunti 
which the} could nlwn\s mnht available for the repayment of thur nd\ances. 

But the moment it was validlv transferred to Ch\e or mi} other British subject 
the jnyinenl of it could l>e enforced in the Bnti h courts of law like mi} other 
debt Iks character was thus cntird} changed and its value as a security was 
entirel} lost On this ground alone tlie Compan} might well object to the con 
\ersion of the quit rent into what was called Ch\es jnghire. But there were 
other considerations which without ufiectin ft the hgolitv of the jnghire showed 
it to 1x5 at the lea t unseenil} and inexpedient The Compan} might without 
nn\ loss of di^nit} con^nt to hold their ccdeel lands under the Nabob of Bengal 
but was it fair or becoming to set a new landlord o\cr their heads and make 
them the tenants of one of thur own servants? It ought alwa}S to have hem 
recollected that how c\ or great Chv c a ser\ ices might hav c been the} w ere re ill} 
the services of those who had unplo}cd him and that therefore if the nabob 
was m a position to renounce the quit-rent the renunciation ou e ht to Imc been 
made in the Compan} s fin our It descrv cs also to be obscr\ cd that at the time 
"hen the jnghire was granted the go\ cniment of Bengal could not be considered 
as settled. One great rc\ olution h id nlread} taken place nnd others to nil nj> 
peannee could not be distant Was it not more than probable that ere Ion 0 
the countr} which was alread} \ irtuall} ruled b} the Comp in} would beactuall} 
transferred to them? In that caso the quit-rent would necessanl} falL With 
what decenc} or justice then could an} one attempt during this interval of 
transition to bind it down upon them as a permanent burden to be made 
effectual if nccessnrv b} a decree of the Court of Chancer} ? The estimatec th j , K 
annual value of the jaglurc was about £30 000 This at ten }ears pure iase is 
£300 000 nnd thus for the sen ices of lcs-s than three }cars in Bengil CUve 

liad recused m addition to his ordinal-} pa} and emoluments consider! 1} 
more than £ i00 000 sterling 
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ad iv59 The invasion of the shazada had scaicely been defeated, when an alarm of an 
unexpected, though not less tlneatenmg descuption aiose fiom a veiy difieient 
Dutch 'Irma quartei The Dutch had beheld the Butisli successes m Bengal with en\y and 
t^Bengui apprehension The Fiench factones had been annihilated Was it not possible 
that then s might shaie a snnilai fate? It is tiue that while the Butisli and 
Dutch weie at peace, this could baldly happen by open Molence, but the same 
thing might be accomplished by undeihand means The dangei to which an 
impoitant blanch of the Dutch tiade had lecently been exposed by the establish- 
ment of a saltpetie monopoly m favoui of the English Company, was a case in 
point Others of a similai natuie might be expected to follow, and theiefoie 
the tiue policy was to place then settlement on a footing which would command 
respect, or if necessaiy enfoice it TJieie is some inconsistency in the motives 
its objects by which the Dutch ai e said to have been actuated Accoichng to one account, 
they had lefused to lecogmze the levolution which had given the nabobslup of 
Bengal to Meei Jaffiei, and, feaimg his vengeance, detei mined to piepaie a foice 
which would enable them to defy it Accoubng to anothei account, they had 
come to an understanding with Meei Jaffiei, and with his sanction fitted out an 
aimament which, amving at a tune when the English Company’s tioops had been 
diminished bj’-the expedition to the Noithein Cncais, v ould enable linn to shake 
himself fiee of the yoke which they had imposed upon him It is impossible to 
decide between the conflicting motives thus attnbuted to the Dutch The only 
important question foi Clive, was to decide on the course which ought to be 
prnsued when the aimament should make its appeaiance He had eaily made 
up Ins mind to lepel it at all liazaids, though he was well awaie how difficult it 
would be to justify the pioceedmg When lemonstiated with by some of Ins 
fi lends on the responsibility he would mein by opposing the passage of the 
aimament of a fnendly power up the Ganges, he answeied that “a public man 
may occasionally be called upon to act with a haltei 1 ound Ins neck ” On tins 
principle he was piepaied to act, but he was caieful at the same time not to omit 
any piecaution which might, ostensibly at least, place him m the light and the 
Dutch in the ■wrong 

ciive spre The nabob, even if he had given his sanction to the Dutch aimament, v as 

parations to ° 

oppose it not piepaied to avow it, and Clive theiefoie had little difficulty m piocuung 
from lnm an oidei “ to oppose and pi event any foieign tioops being bi ought into 
Ins countiy ’ This ordei the tieaty made with the nabob bound lnm to obey, 
and hence, m opposing the Dutch, he could now asseit that he was acting, not 
m Ins own name, but m that of the Bengal government This was an impoitant 
point gained, foi it had the effect of depriving the Dutch of the chaiactei of allies, 
m which they desned to appeal, and exhibiting them m that of aggiessois 
Accordingly, when their first ship canymg a body of troops amved, they weie 
’^obliged to pretend that Negapatam was hei destined poit, and that having been 
jdnven fiom it by stiess of weathei, she would again leave the Hooghly as soon 
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ns slie Ind obt-uned n supply of w ntcr and prov isions. Chv e refused to give any a d it a 
cretbt to this pretence and a detachment composed partly of the nabobs and 
partly of the Company s troops took possession of tlie fort of Tannn and the 
battery opposite to it with orders to search nil boats and \essds passing up the 
mcr Ihus proceeding called forth stron 0 remonstrances from the lepiesenta 
tnes of the Dutch company atChmsurxli but Cine persisted asserting that lie 
was acting in obedience to the nabobs orders nnd in fulfilment of obligations to 
^ludi lie was solemnly bound by treat} 

In October 17u9 the Dutch nnnnment consisting of six or seven capitals** 
ships crowded with soldiers armed at lulta. When the intelligence w is m^jV 
recen cd Mccr Jafiicr w as liv ing in Calcutta as Ch\ e 8 guest Ilis c\ ident con 
fusion left little doubt that he Imd been pi a} in D a deceitful part but be made 
h 0 htof the matter and on !ca\in 0 Calcutta boosted that be would soon cbistise 
the insolence nnd disol>edicncc of the Dutch How he meant to fulfil this boast 
appeared n few days after when n letter was rccei\ed from him stating that lie 
had granted the Dutch some indulgence in their trade nnd that they had 
engaged to lease the riser with their ships nnd troops ns soon as the season 
would permit The season could never be more f v\ oumble for their departure 
than at that scry tune nnd this fact joined to other suspicious circumstances 
made it certain that the nabob cither had hnd nn understanding w ith the Dutch 
from the a cry find, or had been cominced by them that Ins own tortuous policy 
would be best promoted by allow in 0 them to bring up their troops if they could. 

Clisc was thus once more m a dilemma hut ns the nabob lmd not withdrawn 
Ins prcuous orders lie was still able to assert that he was acting under them 
Hence when the Dutch deeming themselves ripe for notion sent a kind of mam v dum^ 
festo in which they recapitulated their alleged grievances nnd v owed v engeance aci 
and reprisals if their boats w i re searched and their passage up the n\ er obstructed “ 1BW 
lie answered in name of the Compam that wc lmd gi\en no insult to their 
colours or attacked or touched thar property or infringed their priuleges that 
w ith respect to their bringing troops into Bengal the nabob knew best bow f ir it 
was incumbent on lnm to preserve the peace nnd tranquillity of his country 
that their boats had been stopped nnd searched nnd the advance of their troops 
opposed by orders from the viceroy nnd under the emperor bis masters colours 
nnd b\ his troops that they must theiefore apply to linn and that vve were 
ready to interpose our friendly offices to mitigate his resentment After giving 
this answer which under the circumstances may be thought os be Inmself 
admits to have savoured somewhat of audacity lie lost no time in preparing 
to follow out the decisive course which he had resolved to adopt His means 
however were not very adequate There_were only three British ships m the 
nver to oppose the Dutch squadron of seven. " The troops also were far fewer 
inT number and instead of being concentrated were obliged to be arranged in 
two separate detachments— the larger one bein 0 stationed under Captain Knox 
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a d 1750 at Tamia ; wlieie tlie passage of the nvei could be best disputed , v> bile the othei, 
undei Colonel Foide, now 1 etui ned fiom the On cuts, pioceeded noitliwuid to 
intei cept the Dutch tioops should any attempt be made to muich them to Chin- 
suiali by land 

Hostilities Arm d these piepaiations, what Clive’s feelings iveie will be best explained 

LOiimienco 1 . 

m Ins own wouls “We found oui sentnnenis a good deal emban.issed, doubt- 
ing whetliei we should stand justified to out eountiv and employ cm m com- 
mencing hostilities against an ally of England, supposing they should persist in 
passing the battenes below with then slaps and tioops In tins situation, ue 
anxiously wished the next houi would bung us news of a decimation oi 
wai with Holland, winch we had indeed some leason to expect by oui last 
advices fiom England ” Foitunately, the Dutch themsel\ es 1 emo\ cd all ui uples 
by being the fhst to commence hostilities H.i\ mg seized a numbci of the 
gi n, in boats and othei vessels belonging to the Company, the} toie down then 
colouis, tiansfened the stoies to then own ships, and tieated then eievs as 
pusoneis Hostihties being thus openly declaied, they pioceeded up the mei, 

while the tlnee Butish 
\cssels, undei command of 
Commodoie Wilson, fol- 
lowed at a shoit distance 
in then wake The 01 dels, 
given to the commodoie 
wei e to pass the Dutch and 
anchoi above the battenes 
Befoi e he had time to exe- 
cute them, the commence- 
ment of hostilities had 
changed the position of affans and caused the transmission of a new oidei, “to 
demand immediate lestitution of oui ships, subjects, and piopeity, 01 to fight, 
smk, bum, and destioy the Dutch ships on then lefusal” On the 28d of 
November when this oidei was sent, the Dutch landed 700 Euiopean and 
about 800 native tioops, the veiy next day Commodoie Wilson ohej*ed the 
defeated^* 1 orc ^ er ’ an( l a ^ ei an engagement of two horns gained a complete victoiy All 
the vessels of the Dutch squadion struck then flag except one, which endea- 
voured to escape, and was also taken On heaung of the landing of the 
Dutch troops, the detachment stationed at Tanna undei Captain Knox quitted 
it, and maiclied to lemtoice that undei Colonel Foide, who had pieviously 
repulsed an attack made upon him at Chandemagoie, and pmsued the fugitives 
Y with some slauglitei to the very bameis of Chmsuiah Having been ]omed by 

Captain Knox, lie was piepaung to invest it, when he learned that the Dutch 
tioops which had been landed fiom the ships had ai lived on the plain of Bedana, 
and been there joined by pait of the Chmsuiali ganison, which had eluded his 
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\ jgdance It is said that he hod not then received authority to fight but seeing i , 
the advantage of Ins position wrote a note stating that if he had the order m 
council he could attack the Dutch with a fair prospect ot destroying them 
Clive received the 
note while playing 
at cards and with 
out quitting the 
table answ ered in 
pencil DearForde 
fight them linmedi 
ntely I will send 
you the order of 
council to morrow 
He obey ed and was 
as successful as he 
had anticipated. c -F«,m nodg» select vi * mi d* 

His force consisting of only 330 Europeans and about 800 sepoys after a 
short and bloody engagement put to total rout an enemy consisting of 700 
Europeans and a still larger number of nativ e troops The Dutch now com 
pletely humbled asked submissiv ely for terms and on acknowledging themselves 
the aggressors and agreeing to pay costs and d images obtained the restitution 
of their ships 

The affur however was not yet over Mcerun the nabobs son arrived in c dit 
the neighbourhood of Chmsurah at the head of about 7000 horse Aware of the th d 1 1 ° 
suspicions which attached to his fathei and himself as having instigated or at 
least connived at the Dutch expedition he would have endeavoured to wipe 
them off by the sev enty of lus proceedings liad not Clive after being written 
to in the most supplicating terms interposed Ins mediation and obtained peace 
foi the Dutch on the following conditions — That they should never negotiate 
war introduce or enlist troops or raise fortifications in the country that they 
should be allowed to keep 12o European soldiers and no more for the service 
of their factories of Chmsurah Cossimbazar and Patna and that they should 
forthwith send away all their other troops with the slops winch had brought 
them 

The defeat of the Dutch armament was the last service of importance which i*^ 
Clive rendered before he took his departure for England He bad for some time a pa 1 1 

j n 1 E glan 1 

been preparing for this event but when lie announced it as determined all classes 
in Bengal concurred m regarding it as a public calamity Meer Jaffier had often 
winced under his reproofs and deeply resented his interference as often as he w as 
thwarted in some favourite object He was aware however that in cases of 
real difficulty he could calculate on receiving effectual assistance from him and 
he was therefore filled with alarm when he thought of the difficulties to which 
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a d 1759 lie might be 1 educed altei he was left to Ins own lesouices, and the uneutain 
suppoit of the individual who might be called to occupy "without being able to 
cuve ra fill Clive’s place The sliazada was again on the fiontici meditating a new m- 

dep'rt vasion How would he be able to lcpel it? Noi w as this all The asc endency 

EngUnd. wlncll tlie Company had acquned had opened a dooi to iiinmnciable abuses , and 
the revenues of the government, as well as the geneial piospenty of the poptila- 
tion, had been senously diminished by the pieposteious exemptions claimed and 
the gioss oppiession often piactised by the officials of the Company in willing 
on tiade, and giving peinnts to others to cany on tiade, foi then own indi- 
vidual piofit All such abuses Clive had evei shown a willingness to keep 
within bounds Would lus successoi be snnilaily disposed? and if he w eie, w ould 
he be equal to the task? Undei the influence of such consideiations, Meei Jaflu i 
would gladly have pui chased Clive’s continued lesidence in Bengal at almost 
any pi ice The leading civil servants of the Company weie equally uigent in 
pressing him to postpone Ins depaitme Wan on Hastings, m piuticulai, ad- 
diessed to lnm a long lettei, m which, while expiessing his belief that the nabob 
was “both by intei est and inclination health} attached to the English,” he 
Attempts aigued that the people about him would use e-\ei\ possible means to alienate 

to dissmde ° 

inm Ins affections, and that as he was “ hut of an irresolute and unsettled tempei, it 
would be impossible foi lnm, aftei Clive’s absence emboldened them to tlnou off 
the mask, to hold out against the united influence of so many e\il counsellors 
Next he lemmded lnm of “ the dangei-s we aie tlneatened with fiom oui natuial 
enemies the Fiench, which, b} 7 youi lesignation of the seivice, will he doubled 
upon us, and in which it is veiy piobable the nabob will stand neutei ” Aftei 
mentioning a fact confirmatoiy of this view, he adds, “I do not ad\ance this as 
an aignment that the nabob is inclinable to the Fiench , but I tlnnk it would 
not be difficult to persuade him that it would he foi his intei est to suflei the 
Fiench to come into this countiy again, both foi the mciease of lus levenues 
(a veiy prevailing aigument) and to balance the powei of the English ’ The 
last aigument is diawn fiom the state of matters at the Mogul com t “I know 
not,” he says, “m what light you may legal d the pioposal lately made fiom 
Delhi, or whethei the consideiation of the fuither advantages that may lesult 
fiom a nearei connection with that court (in which youi mteivention appeals of 
indispensable necessity) deserve to be tin own into tlie scale , though I must own 
it is my opinion that nothing can contubute so much to establish the pow ei of 
the English m this countiy on the most solid and lasting foundation as an in- 
terest properly established at that court” 

Srtof° None of tliese aiguments had sufficient weight to change Clive’s lesolution 
Chatkam Some of tliem > mdeed > la-thei tended to confii m it, as they satisfied lnm that some 
of the most important objects pointed at might he moie effectually seemed by 
his presence m England than by Ins continued lesidence m Bengal In the 
beginning of 1759 he addressed a letter to the celehiated Bnksli mimstei 
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^ i Until Pitt afterwards Lari of Chatham m ■winch lie unfolded lus \ie^s ns to vdu 
<I« e future of India. After referring to the great revolution winch had been ” 
effected he goes on to say Much more imj jet in time be done if the Com 
jnnj will exert themselves in the manner the importance of their present pos ci e* i 
sessions and future prospects deserves. 1 lmc represented to them in the “tun'go 
strongest terms the txj>ediencj of sending out and keeping up constantly such 
a force as w ill cnilili them to embrace the first opportunity of further aggran 
dizin e themselves, and I dare pronounce from a thorough knowledge of tins 
rountrv s gov eminent and of the genius of the people acquired by tw o y ears 
nppheatun and experience that Mich an opportunity wall soon offer The 
rt - , eP ul, o souKdular lie adds still retains Ins attachment to us and probably 
" hilt, he has no other support w ill continue to do «o but Mu sulinans are so little 
influenced 1»\ gratitude that should lit c\cr think it Ins interest to break with 
n the obligations he owes us would prove no restraint Moreover he is 
advanced in jiars and hts *on it so cniel worthless a young fellow and 6o 
appanntH an enemy to the I nghsh that it will l>e almost unsafe trusting him 
with the succession. So Mnnll a body as 2000 1 uropeans will secure us against 
inn nppreln nsions from either the one or the other and in cos*, of their daring 
to Ik. tniuhlesoim enable the Company to take the sov ereignty upon themselves. 

In takin 0 this stip there would Ik? no opposition on the part of the people who 
would rtjoicc m so happy an exchange ns that of a mild for a despotic govern 
mint nor on the part of the Mogul whose sanction mi 0 ht easily be obtained 
provided wc agreed to pay him the stipulated allotment out of the revenues 
viz. fiflv lacs vcarlv Indeed adds Clive application has been made to me 
from the court of Delhi to take, charge of collectm 0 this payment the person 
intrusted with which is stvleel the km rt s dew an and is the next person both in 
digmtv and pow cr to the Mibali But this high office I hnv t been obliged to 
decline for the present, ns I am unwilling to occasion any jedousy on the part 
of the subah especially ns I see no likelihood of ttic Company s providing us 
with n Miflicient force to support properly so considerable an employ and which 
would open a w ny for our hccunn^ thoMibibship to ourselvca 

An obvious otjcction to the accomplishment of these views could not escape ' 

the notice of Clive ami ho therefore continues thus So large a sovereignty I***! m 
may possibly Ik? an object too extensive for a mercantile company and it is to | U i* m w 
)k feared they are not of themselves able without the nations assistance to 
maintain so wide a dominion. 1 have therefore presumed sir to represent this 
matter to you and submit it to your consideration whether the execution of a 
design that may hereafter bo earned to still greater lengths he worthy of the 
governments takin 0 it in hand I flitter myself I have made it pretty clear to 
you that there will be little or no difficulty in obtaining the absolute possession 
of these rich kingdoms and that with the Moguls own consent on condition of 
ni\ m* him less than a fifth of the revenues thereof Dwelling on this argu 
Yol T 
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ment, ■winch he justly believed to be the most potent of all, he continues thus 
“ Now I leave you to judge, whetliei an income yearly of upwards of £2,000,000 
sterling, with, the possession of three pi ovinces abounding m the most valuable 
productions of natuie and ait, be an object desei vmg the public attention, and 
whethei it be worth the nation’s while to take the pioper measuies to secure 
such an acquisition an acquisition which, uudei the management of so able and 
dismteiested a minister, would piove a source of immense wealth to the king- 
dom, and might m time be appropriated m part as a fund towaids diminishing 
the heavy load of debt undei which we at piesent laboui 

This letter was deliveied by Mi Walsh, who had been Clive’s secretary, and 
was mentioned in it as one who was “a thoiough mastei of the subject,” and “able 
to explain the whole design, and the facility with which it may be executed.” 
Aftei some delay he was admitted to an intei view with the mmistei, who spoke 
of the mattei daikly, acknowledging that the affan was “ veiy piacticable,” but, 
at the same time, “ of a veiy nice nature,” and left him with the nnpiession that 
the Company would be allowed to do what they pleased. The account of this 
intei view did not reach Clive till he had sailed foi England The absence of 
any mfoimation as to the effect of Ins lettei may have been one of the reasons 
for hastening Ins departure, but the immediate occasion of it was the disgust pio- 
dueed by a lettei fiom the directors In answer to an addiess fiom the Euio- 
pean inhabitants of Calcutta, he did not scruple to say that the lll-tieatment 
leceived m that letter had fully determined him “m tin owing up the seivice,” 
and, in common with Messrs Holwell, Playdell, Sumnei, and M'Gune, members 
of council, he commented upon it m the plainest teims, chaiacteuzmg the 
diction of it “as most unworthy yourselves and us, m wliatevei i elation con- 
sideied, eithei as masters to servants, oi gentlemen to gentlemen” He would 
have been able, however, to overcome this passing disgust and lemam at Ins 
post, had he not felt convinced that he might be more usefully employed at 
home in awakenmg the Company to then true intei ests, and exerting Ins influ- 
ence to conti ol the violent factions into which the court of directois was at tins 
time divided 

Clive sailed from India on the 25th of Febiuaiy, 1760 Befoie leaving he 
had secured the appointment of Mi Vansittart as his successoi m the govern- 
ment, and of Colonel Calhaud as eommandei of the aimy The lattei appoint- 
ment took effect mi mediately , but the foi mei, as Mi Vansittart had been 
pieviously attached to the presidency of Madias, was defen ed foi a time, 
and Mr Holwell, by virtue of seniority, became tempoiary govern oi Dunng 
Ins short tenuie of office Mi Holwell laboured haid, and was successful m con- 
vmcing his colleagues that anothei l evolution m Bengal was necessaiy Hence, 
when Mi Vansittart arrived m July to assume the government, the whole 
scheme was laid before him Meei Jaffiei was to be persuaded, oi if necessaiy 
foiced into a resignation of all executive authority, and to lest satisfied with a 
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merelj nominal sovereignty while the reality was to be exercised by Meer Cos ad n e0 
mm his con in law Mr Vansittart as a stranger was naturally disposed to be 
guided by tile local experience of his council and on their representations much 
more than Ins own independent convictions concurred m the proposed revolu 
iion. Before proceeding to explain its nature and results it will be necessarv 
to turn for a little to some important military operations 

Calliaud had armed from Madras with n reinforcement of troops toward ti* 
the end of November 17 o9 As the reappearance of the sliazada on the fron wat u t 
tier had spread general alarm lie set out for Moorsliedabad with 3o0 Europeans * h 
1000 sepoys and six pieces of cannon. He was there joined by lo 000 horse 
and twenty five pieces of cannon under the command ofMeerun and proceeded 
m the direction of Patna. During the march intelligence armed that the 
Emperor Alumgeer II during the confusion produced bv a new invasion of the 
Abdaiiees had been murdered by fus vizier Ghazi u din and consequently that 
the ehazadn had become the legal possessor of the imperial throne His former 
title was therefore exchanged for that of Shah Alum and it was now impossible 
to resist him on the same grounds ns former!) He could no longer be reg irded 
as a fugitive from his fathers court hut as invested with all the rights of the 
Mogul The empire however was completely dismembered and the different 
nabobs and governors though still to some degree overawed by the name con 
turned to pursue any course which seemed most conduciv e to their own interest 
as if totally unaffected by the change in succession which had taken place 
Tin. only individual of political importance who espoused the cause of the 
new emperor vv as the Nabob of Oude He had been invested with the office of 
•vizier of the empire and behoved at least to mal e some show of espousing hts 
cau e. He did it however with so much lukewarmness tint Shah Alum 
was little benefited and soon found his resources totally inadequate to any 
gieat enterprise. He was able with some difficulty to make his appeaiance once 
more before Patna. Rnmnarain the governor whose fidelity to Meer Jaffiei 
had been suspected during the previous attack seemed now to be animated 
with a superabundant zeal and contrary to the express injunctions oi Calliaud 
who had warned him n a ainst risking an engagement till he himself should 
arrive marched out in the hope of gaming glory and only sustained a di grace 
ful defeat Patna itself would probably have fallen hid not Calliaud hastened 
forward and completdy repaired the disaster The emperor in bis flight r» ached rj ^ 
the town of Behar and there took the hold step of marching directly into Bengal. c ra „ * 

Calliaud thus left behind no sooner became aware of his movements than he 
hastened bark as fast as the perverse delays of Meerun would allow and by the 
aid of boats which earned Ins infantry rapidly down the Ganges while the 
horse followed by land came up with the enemy on the 7 th of March The 
emperor thus brought to bay dexterously avoided an engagement by striking 
into a mount unous tract and after many hardships made lm appearance on 
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the plains only thnty miles "west of Mooishedabad Had he executed his plan 
with the same boldness with which he had conceived it, he might have made a 
successful dash at the capital, and even taken Meei J affiei himself pnsonei But 
he lmgeied till Calliaud, who had been following on his tiack, was again within 
leach of him Thus frustrated m his object, he piofited by the obstiuctions 
winch Calliaud expenenced from the refusal of the nabob to furnish him with 
cavaliy, and letraced his steps to Patna Heie he was joined by M Law, with 
hisFiencli paity, and though repulsed in two assaults, was piepanng foi a 
t hu d, which piomised to be successful, when the amval of a detachment sent 
foiward by Calliaud, undei Captain Knox, pioved the death-blow to all his 
hopes This officei, who had made a flying march, remaikable foi its lapidity, 
amved unseen by the enemy, took them by surprise, and compelled them pie- 
cipitately to laise the siege 

The only chief who now lemained zealous in Shah Alum’s service was the 
govemoi of Purneah, who had collected an army and was on the match to join 
him Calliaud, accompamed as befoie by Meerun, set out fiom Raj am ah al to 
give him battle, and while on the maicli received intelligence that it had been 
fought and won by Captain Knox This gallant officer having been oideied to 
haiass the enemy’s real, crossed fiom Patna to the otliei side of the Ganges 
with only 200 Euiopeans, a battahon of sepoys, and about 300 hoise He had 
determined to surprise the enemy’s camp dunng the night, but missed his 'way, 
and when morning dawned, found himself m presence of a foice of 1 2,000 Being 
nearly suirounded, he could scaicely have made his escape Noi did he attempt 
it With his rneie handful of troops, he boldly usked the encountei, and after 
a conflict of six hours pioved victorious The governor of Puineah, thus unable 
to cope with a small detachment, had no inclination to lace the mam army undei 
Calliaud and Meerun, who, following up the puisuit, overtook lnm and cap- 
tured his heavy baggage and artilleiy In the hope of gaming the laige trea- 
sures which he was reported to have with him, he was still puisued, though the 
rams had set m with unusual violence This pursuit pioved fatal to Meeiun 
Aftei it had continued four days, his tent was struck by li g ht ning on the 2d of 
July, 1760 It contained, beside himself, a stoiy-teller, and a servant employed 
m patting Ins feet They all perished Meeiun, who by his crimes had mentecl 
this awful end, left none to regret him, but to prevent the confusion and pio- 
bable disbanding of his aimy, the fatality was concealed for several days, and 
Calliaud succeeded m reaching Patna m safety 

When Meerun’s death became known at Mooishedabad, the troops broke 
out m mutiny, and sun oundmg the palace threatened the nabob with instant 
death, if he did not immediately satisfy their aneais of pay His tieasury was 
empty, and peace was only restoied by the interposition of Meei Cossim, the 
nabob’s son-in-law, who advanced a piesent sum of thiee lacs of lupees, and 
became security foi the payment of the rest of the an ears within a specified 
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time. Meer Cossim in granting tins assistance had stipulated that he should 
be regarded as the next in succession to the nabobsbip At this very time he 
iras aspiring to the possession of it without waiting for succession and when 
funded on the subject b> Mr Holwell had signified Ins readiness in a manner Sch m t 
which ought to lme satisfied that gentleman how unworth} he was of the least l 
countenance His proposal was to seat himself on the musnud by causm Q his 
fither m law to be assassinated. Mr Holwell sa}s that he expressed much 
astonishment and abhorrence nt the o\ erture and distinctl} told Meer Cossim 
that unless he dropped all mention as well as ev er} intention and attempt of 
the measure he had intimated the conference must end there Meer Gosstm 
so far from being abashed could not even understand Mr Holwell s scruples 
which onl} made lnm fear that he was not so much lus fnend as he hoped 
and expected. Strange to sa} the negotiation with tins would be assassin was 
still continued and issued in a formal treat} b} which Meer Jaffier was to be 
btnpped of e\ er} thing but the name of sovereign and Meer Cossim was forth 
with to be invested with the whole executive authont} On the part of the 
Compan} it w as stipulated that the sum due to them should be paid that the 
districts of Burdu an Midnapore and Chittagong should be issigned to them 
for the maintenance of a sufficient force in Bengal and that five lacs of rupees 
should be gi\ en as a present for the war in the Carnatic 

The pretexts for tins treat} w ere the contempt and detestation which Meei c myt 
Jaffier had provoked b} bis mi^gov eminent his inability to contend with the 
difficulties with which he was surrounded and the state of the Compan} s 
finances winch made it absolutely necessar} that their existing claims on the 
gov emment should be satisfied and those which could not fail to arise in future 
be secured beforehand b} some matennl guarantee "When all these things are 
admitted the gross injustice and impohc} of the new revolution are still mam 
fest Whatever the dements of Meer Jaffier mi 0 lit be they could scarcel} be 
greater than those of the man w ho though bound to him by the closest admit} 
would li iv e carv ed a wa} to the throne by assassinating him The pecuniary 
difficulties could not be diminished b} the substitution of a new nabob who 
brought no new resources of lus own nor could the general confusion of the 
government be diminished b} abrupt revolutions} changes. Besides the Com v 
pan} stood bound b} solemn treaty to maintain Meer Jaffier on the throne and 
there could not be a greater breach of faith than the arbitrary determination to 
depose linn. But it is unnecessar} to examine the ostensible pretexts for this 
dishonourable and iniquitous pioceeding since the real motive though carefully 
concealed at the time was soon disclosed and proved that the leaders in the 
new revolution while pleading public principle had onl} been consulting their 
avarice On the very night when the agreement with Meer Cossim was signed 
he made a tender of twenty lacs of rupees to the members of the select com 
mittee The} were not refused but it w as deemed decent to decline acceptance 
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a d 17(30 till the affans of the countiy were settled, and the finances weie flourishing 
They might have waited long foi such a penod , and as Meei Cossim seemed in 
Meer jaffier n0 huny to ienew his offei, they lefreshed Ins memory, and demanded payment 
Sid nd Of the money thus shamefully extoited, £30,000 went into the pocket of Mr 
Holwell Mi Vansittart, aftei lefusmg to concui in the demand of payment, 
surmounted lus sciuples, and accepted £58,000 as his shaie 

All these arrangements had been made without the knowledge of Meer 
Jaffiei, who became acquainted with them foi the fiist time when a deputation 
of the council of Calcutta waited upon lnm, foi the puipose of confeinng with 
lnm geneially upon matteis of government Mi Vansittait, who headed the 
deputation, labouied to impiess the nabob with the abuses of his administration, 
and having thus wrung fioni him an expiession of Ins willingness to be guided 
by the advice of his English fi lends, suggested the piopnety of employing some 
one among “ the nabob’s clnldien” to set affans m oidei The old nabob was 
thus giadually led to confess that old age and giief foi the death of Meeiun 
had incapacitated lnm foi stiugglmg with difficulties, and that none of his iela- 
tions seemed so capable as Meei Cossim of giving him aid The point which 
had all along been cunningly aimed at, was now gamed, and it was pioposed 
that Meer Cossim should be sent foi Tins pioposal, and the haste with which 
it was uiged, aroused the nabob’s suspicions, and he withdiew, complaining of 
fatigue It was expected that the business would be lesumed next day, but as 
the nabob made no communication, the deputies tlnew off the mask, and sent 
a lettei acquainting him that all then measuies weie taken, and that Colonel 
Calhaud was ready to execute them if necessaiy by foice The infoiniation' 
threw lnm into a tiansport of lage, and he complained bitteily of the tieaclieiy 
of which he had been the dupe Ultimately disdaining to accept of a nominal 
sovereignty, oi to trust Ins life in the hands of a son-in-law, of whose blood- 
thnsty charactei he was too well aware, he accepted of the pension offeied to 
him, and took up Ins lesidence m Calcutta 

ImP °btte ^ was ira P 0ssl ^ e that a tiansaction maiked by so much duplicity and injus- 
fnutsoftina tice could piospei The inhabitants, indeed, looked on with comparative mdif- 
nnsacion £ eience £ 0 a c p an g e 0 f mas tei3 which, if it piomised httle amelioration of theii 
condition, could scarcely make it woise than it was The first bittei fruits weie 
reaped m Calcutta itself, where the council became divided into two parties the 
one coidially approving, and the othei decidedly condemning the l evolution 
which had been effected To the formei, of course, belonged those whose pecu- 
mary circumstances had been gieatly impioved by it, while the othei consisted, 
not indeed exclusively, but mainly of those who, not having been membeis of 
the select committee, did not share in the extorted money, and could conse- 
quently boast of being actuated by pure and dismteiested motives Even had 
Mr Vansittart not furnished too good a handle foi the vituperation of this 
party, theie weie cncumstances m his nomination which made it anything but 
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acceptable. He lnd been brought from a different presidency and was thus ad i 6 i 
Meued by sev eral members of the council as an intruder who without any 
better qualification than the recommendation of Cliv e lnd biohen in upon the D * 
rotation which must sooner or later have put them in possession of the highest 5i» B 1 
object of their ambition. Thus at the very time when the unsettled state of 
Mecr Jaffiers gov ernment v\ os kid a sufhcient ground for dethroning him the 
council chamber of Calcutta was itself the scene of acrimonious discussions and 
violent dimensions. The governor from the \ery first had a bare majority and 
w as ere long left in a minority by the dismissal of Ins principal supporters 
They had signed the remonstrance which Clue drew up before he sailed and in 
w Inch he complained in no measured terms of the lnngmgc employ ed m the 
general letter of the directors. They m thtir turn were equally offended with 
the remonstrance and vindicated thur dignity by ordering that any one of the 
subsen bers still m their service should forthwith 
be dismissed and not only dismissed but sent 
home to England. In this w ay some of the most 
experienced members of council w ere lost to it at 
the time when they could least be spared and were 
supplied in some instances by men equally devoid 
of experience and temper 

The hind of internal administration winch 
Mcer Cossim now installed as nabob was about 
to pursue remained for a short time uncertain 
Shall Alum wos again liovcnng on the frontier 
and it was necessary before settling the home 
government to be relieved from the expense and 
alarm of a foreign w ar Accordingly Major Carnac 
w ho had assumed the command of the British army 
m Indio, fixed his head quarters at I ntna m the 
beginning of January 1701 and ns soon as the 

runs ceased commenced the campaign. Shah b al ^fmu w lo. re 
Alum was only at a short distance to the west and 

being overtaken before lie could muster an adequate force wis easily defeated. 

Law had joined Ium with Ins Frenchmen and was taken prisoner Carnac s 

instructions w ere rather to negotiate than fight An offer of the dewannee had ^ h * s 
as we have already seen been made to Clive and Mr Yansittort following ai m 
out Ins views was disposed to think that the time when it would no Ion 0 er be 
advisable to decline it might soon arnve But even apart from this consider i 
tion it seemed important to form such a connection with the emperor as would 
secure the sanction of Ins name to whatevei measures it might be thought 
necessary to adopt Carnac accordingly instead of Mowing up Ins victory 
solicited an interview and after some demur was permitted to visit Shah Alum 
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ad i7oi in lus camp A friendly undeistanding was easily fonned, and they letumed 
' togetliei to Patna Heie, Meet Cossim, aftei betlaying gieat jealousy of the 
Acconvmo new connection which the Company had thus foimed, was induced to acknow- 
Shah Alum ledge Shah Alum as empeioi, and leceived foimal mvestituie from him of the 
piovmces of Bengal, Beliai, and Onssa, on an engagement to pay an annual 
levenue of twenty-foui lacs of nipees Shah Alum shoitly altei took his 
departuie foi the west, intending to endeavoui to obtain possession of his capital 
Camac escorted lnm to the confines of Behai, and, on paiting, leceived anew 
offer of the dewannee foi the Company 

se\enty of Meer Cossim being thus lelieved from all appiehension of a foieign invadei, 

smi<*go\- was able to give Ins undivided attention to domestic aftaus, and displayed abun- 
einment q ance of vigour, though of a moie than questionable descuption Thegieatest 
difficulty of Ins piedecessoi had been an empty tieasuiy It vas this which 
kept his aimv constantly m a state of mutiny, and furnished the council of Cal- 
cutta with the only plausible giound foi deposing him Meei G'ossim’s fiist 
object theiefoie was to supply himself with money, both to meet piesent demands 
and supply funds foi futuie emergencies With this a lew he was ngid m calling 
the collectors and faimeis of the public levenue to account When balances 
weie due, he was undoubtedly entitled to exact them, but the meie wealth of 
the paities was often held to be sufficient evidence of then guilt, and laige 
sums weie extoited by ciuelty and tenoi Of all the suboidinate govemois 
none was supposed to have accumulated so much wealth as the Hindoo Kam- 
naiam, and Meei Cossim, who hated him as cordially as Meei Jaffiei had done, 
was deteimmed at once to gratify his hatied and Ins avance by destroying lnm 
It was necessary, liowevei, to proceed with caution Bamnaiam had obtauied 
a guaiantee of his peisonal safety from Clive, and had subsequently lendeied 
important seivice by resisting the attempts of Shah Alum and Ins confederates 
to obtain a peimanent footing m the piovmce He was thus undei the special 
piotection of the Company, and seemed consequently secui e from dnect peisonal 
violence Still lie was hable to account Meei Cossim called upon lnm to do 
so, and was met by delays and evasions This was just as he had anticipated , 
and he had little difficult} 1- m making out a plausible case of complaint to the 
governor and council of Calcutta How could he cany on the government, and 
how, moieover, could he dischaige the obligations he had undei taken to the 
Company, if, through their interference, one of the hugest collectors of the 
revenue was emboldened to withhold payment, and even set lnm at defiance 2 
Unfoitunately the civil and military authorities took opposite views on the sub- 

R?mnarL toject Ma J or Carnac and Colonel Coote, who had supeiseded lnm on his anival 
from Madias, believed that Meei Cossim, m calling for accounts, was meiely 
employing a subterfuge to furtliei lus designs on Ramnaiam’s life They had 
too good grounds for this belief, foi they weie not only aware of the nabob's 
anxiety to get the Hindoo into lus powei, hut had been offeied laige bnbes to 



Chap MI] 


ABUSES OF THE COMPANY’S SEP'S ANTS 


673 


connne at it Mr Vansittart on the other hand seem 0 nothin* but what Mas a n i 
reasonable m Meer Cossim s demand insisted that e\ ery facility should be 
b t\en him Coote and Camac still refusing to abandon the course which the\ p 
had taken and which they held to be the only one consistent with honour and 
equity a \iolent quarrel ensued and Mi Vansittart nith the sanction of a 
majority of his council took the extraoidinary step of recalling both the e 
o&cers to Calcutta The remainder of the plot m as easily carried out Ram 
naram depnvedof the protection whiclijmd been solemnly pledged to binT m is 
seized by his remorselessenemy pillaged and thrown into prison 

It Mi Vansitfcarfcs object m thus shamefully sacnficin* Ramnaiam Mas to Q n 
bind Meer Cossim to Bntisli interests the result must ha\e miserably disap cL M 
pointed him A quarrel ot a much more senous nature immediately arose Mr y *" 
Ellis a violent and arrogant man had been appointed head factor at Patna md 
acted from the first day he entered upon office as if lus object lnd been not to 
conciliate but to exasperate the native government His follv soon pioduced 
its proper fruits and Meer Cossim stung to the quick by repeated insults nhich 
disgraced him in the eyes of his subjects begin to meditate rev en*e The 
abuse 5 ? practised under the name of private trade had long been a subject of 
bitter ^com plaint Meer Jaffier had not been a month on the musnud nhen he 
lemonstrated against the loss sust lined by the public revenue by claims of 
exemption from custom on the part of European officials of the Company or 
natives professing to be authorized by them The trade of the Company was 
m holly foreign and was consequently confined to imports and exports By 
express treaty neither of these were liable to customs 01 transit duties This 
exemption was perfectly understood and could not be challenged But besides 
the foreign trade there was a most important inland J:rade for m Inch no such 
exemption could be chimed The Company m fict had no concern with it 
Their servants however very indifferently paid by fixed silanes Mere allowed 
to engage in it and derived from it the better part of their incomes Tins was 
m itself a great abuse and ultimately became i cry in* injustice Not satisfied 
with being placed on a footing with native traders the European officials not w tn 
only availed themselves of the dustuks or passports of their employers to en t 
smuggle goods which they Mere never designed to cover but boldly asserted r t 
that they were entitled to carry on private trade for their own behoof duty free 
The native traders were thus virtually excluded from their ow n markets since 
it was impossible for them while burdened with duties to compete with those 
who paid none They were hence reduced to the alternative of either becoming 
commeicial agents to the British officials or of paving large sums to them for 
the privilege of being permitted to tride m their name In either case the 
public revenue was grosslv defrauded. Meei Cossim bad previously complained 
of the abuse and after the insults of Mr Elhs liad exasperated lnm was deter 
mined no longer to tolerate it There cannot be a doubt that in tins he had 
Vot I 
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justice on. Ins side, and did not di aw an exaggeiated pic tin e when, m a lettei 
addiessed to the governoi, in Match, 1762, he said, “Fiom the fuctoiy of Cal- 
cutta to Cossimbazai, Patna, and Dacca, all the English chiefs, with then 
gomastalcs, officeis, and agents m eveiy distnct of the government, act as col- 
lectois, lenteis, and magistrates, and setting np the Company’s colonic, allow 
no powei to my officers And besides this, the gomastalcs and othei servants 
in eveiy distnct, m eveiy maiket and village, cany on a tiade in oil, fish, 
straw, bamboos, nee, paddy, betel- nut, and othei things, and eveiy nun with 
a Company’s clustuk m Ins hand legaids himself as not less than the Com- 
pany” This statement is fully home out by Mi Hastings, who, in a lettei to 
Mr Vansittait, dated only a month latei, desenbes the evil complained of as 
“a gnevance which calls loudly foi lediess, and will, unless duly attended to, 
lendei ineffectual any endea voms to cieate a firm and lasting harmony between 
the nabob and the Company ” 

The couise which ought to have been pursued is obvious The pm ate tiade 
of the Company’s seivants ought to have been absolutely mtei dieted, 01 at all 
events subjected to such legulations as would at once piotect the levenue and 
the native tiadei But by whom u r eie these legulations to he made? The 
members of council m Calcutta u r eie themselves the worst oflendeis, and 
having the powei of legislation in then hands, were detei mined that, happen 
what might, they would nevei allow it to he used foi the purpose ol cm tailing 
then emoluments Mi Vansittait, feeling lumself powei less, was not hold 
enough to lay the axe to the loot of the evil, and pioposed, as a compionuse, 
that the tiade should be open to the Company’s seivants as hefoie, hut subject 
to the payment of the legulai duties Aftei much keen debate, he obtained, 01 
thought lie had obtained, full powei s fiom the council to make an amicable settle- 
ment With this view he had an mteiview with the nabob, and obtained Ins 
leluctant consent to an anangement by winch, to pi event the inconvenience ol 
lepeated stoppages, the goods of the Company s seivants engaged in pnvate 
trade weie to pay a duty of nine pei cent on the pnme cost m one slump sum 
This was far less than was exacted fiom the native tiadei s, and Mi Vansittait 
letumed, m the belief that if he had erred m any pait of the baigam, it was 
only m having exacted too favouiable teims foi the Company's seivants It 
must hence have been with some sui prise and indignation that, when the teims 
were divulged, he found them bitteily assailed by all the membeis of his 
council except Mi Hastings At a full meeting of council, specially called to 
considei the subject, ten membeis voted that the pnvate trade of the Company’s 
seivants was like the public tiade of then masteis, duty fiee, and that the only 
article on which they ought to pay anything, and that moie fiom com tesy 
than legal obligation, was a duty of 2^ per cent on salt Not satisfied with 
passing the disgraceful resolution, they caused it to he foithwith notified to the 
nabob 



C SAV MI] 


rtLPTcm wrca mefh cos^im 


675 


It is probable that the nabob though be expressed disappointment at this a v i 
notification nos not wholly dissatisfied with it He saw that the grievances 
of w lnc.lt he compl lined could not be effectually remedied by the arrangement m c» 
concluded w itb Mr A nnsittart and he Mas therefore not unwillm 0 that the *L U atrd 
m hole question should once more be thrown open He \\ ns thus at liberty to fte * 
take the course which seemed to bun most expedient As the sen ants of the 
Company backed b\ tbe council at Calcutta insisted on trading free lie would 
no longer offer any opposition but on tbe contrary would extend the pm ilegt 
to all classes of the population b\ announcing that in future no duties whatever 
would be levied on the inland trade Ht bad repeatedly threatened to take 
this step but it was so obviously destructive of one of the mam sources of the 
public revenue that it was taken for granted he would never carry it into 
effect Great then was the disappointment and consternation at Calcutta when 
it was known that the private trade monopoly under which so many fortunes 
had been made and so much extortion practised w as cut up by the roots. The 
council showed on this occasion that tin re w is no amount of extravagance and 
nnqmtv which tbev were not prepared to commit. No fewer than eight of the 
members under the false and hypocritical pretext that the interests of their 
unplovers would be injurious!) affected recorded it as their opinion that the 
nabob was bound to exact duties from his own subjects and leave the Com 
panj s servants free. Mr A nnsittart and Mr Hastings again stood alone m 
resisting this monstrous decision After adopting it they actually sent a 
deputation to the nabob m the hope of bem e able to persuide or terrify him 
into acquiescence But the quarrel was now irreconcilable and nothing but the 
M\ on! could decide it 

Minle the deputies Messrs Amyatt and Ha y were vainly endeavouring 
to accomplish the object of their extraordinary mission some boats loaded with 
arms for the British troops at Patna were stopped by native officers Hie 
deputies demanded their instant release but the nabob positively refused unless 
Air HUis was removed from his office as head factor or the troops of which in 
that capacity he liad the conti ol were withdrawn Tins step was followed by 
another still more decided When the deputies proposed to depart Mr Hay 
w as told that lie must remain as an hostage for the safety of some of tbe nabob s 
ben ants who had been imprisoned at Calcutta. It was vain to dream any 
longer of amicable accommodation and both sides be to an to prepare for open 
v ar The rashness of Mr Ellis precipitated the e\ ent He bad for some time 
been alarming the presidency with accounts of the dangers with which he con 
ceived himself to be surrounded andurgin 0 them to invest lum with discretion 
ary powers m order that he might be able to act on. any emergency without 
waiting for specific instructions from Calcutta His request was unfortunately 
granted and ho no sooner learned the reception which the deputies lnd met 
with than regarding it as an open declaration of war he ordered out the 
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tioops, and by a sudden onset made hnnself mastei of the town of Patna, I he 
citadel, howevei, stood out, and the ti oops, who had lied on the fhst suipuse, 
having returned, legamed the town almost as easily as they had lost it It 
was now the turn of the Butisli to act on the defensive, and theyietned to 
then factoiy foi that pui pose Aftei a shoit lesistance, they found then 
position untenable, and betaking themselves to boats, hastened up the Ganges 
towaids Chupiali Heie the commandei of the distnct attacked them, and 
they weie obliged to sunendei The factoiy of Cossimbazai was taken and 
plundeied at the same time, and all who had been taken at both places wen* 
sent off pnsoneis to the stiong foit of Monghu When Mi Ellis attacked 
Patna Mi A myatt had only begun to journey homeward Apaitysent aftei 
him by the nabob endeavouied to detain linn He resisted, and in the scuffle 
which ensued lost his life 

As soon as hostilities weie thus commenced, the piesidency, as if they weie 
absolute loids of the counti y, issued a proclamation on the 7th of July, 1763 
deposing Meei Cossim, and leplacmg Meei Jaffiei on the mnsnud The old 
nabob had continued to leside m Calcutta, and though now more unfitted 
than ever foi government, by age and disease, had ambition enough to aspne 
to it As a mattei of couise he accepted whatever conditions weie proposed 
to him, and undertook in paiticulai to ie- establish the monopoly of pnvate 
tiade in favoui of the Company’s seivants, by allowing then goods to pass duty 
fiee, while those of the natives wer e heavily buulenetL These proceeding-, 
placed Mi Vansittait m a veiy awkward predicament, but he attached his sig- 
nature to all the documents, subject, howevei, to the salvo, that he did it w ithout 
piejudice to Ins former declarations and opimons The Company’s aimy, consist- 
ing of 750 Europeans, together with a consideiable number of sepoys and native 
cavaliy, had previously started, undei the command of Majoi Adams, from the 
neighbourhood of Chandemagoie, and proceeded north waid to Augadeep, not 
fai from Cutwah, wlieie they w r ere joined by Meei Jaffier, now on the wmy 
to lesume possession of the capital Meei Cossim, determined not to yield it 
without a stiuggle, had thrown up entrenchments, and occupied them with an 
army, formidable not only from its numbers, but from containing a consider- 
able number of sepoys, regulaily tiamed m European discipline, and commanded 
by an Emopean adventurer of the name of Sumroo, who was of Swiss ongin 
and had been a sergeant in the French aimy After a short but decisive 
action, fought on the 24th of July, Meei Cossim’s entienchments weie stonned, 
and Moorshedabad was entered without opposition The victois, aftei a short 
deiay, continued then* maich up the banks of the Hooglily, and on leaching 
Sooty, on the 2d of August, found the enemy encamped on the plain of Glienah, 
and piepaied to offei battle It was much more keenly contested than befoie, 
but, aftei a conflict of foui horns, at one time with doubtful issue, Butisli valour 
again prevailed, and gained a complete victoiy 
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Meer Cossim while his troops were thus fighting hid kept iloof from u> i w 
danger withm the fort of Monglnr venting his nge and gratifung his maw 
nature b> sea eral atrocious murders. Vmong his i ictims u ere Raramram who 
hid never ken released from the prison to which lie was consigned when Mr nrf t , 
Vnnsittart shamtfulh abandoned bun and two members of the famous banking cTim 
fnmil) of the Seits. As if these murders had inspired him with courage lie 
made bold to quit his fort and joined Jus army which had now t'tken up a 
strong position at Oudanulk or Oondwah Nullah a strong fort situated near the 
n c ht hank of the Ganges eight miles south of RojamahaL Meer Cossim is said 
to have had GO 000 men wnthin the cntrcnclunent wlucli was defended by 100 
pieces of cannon The British hardy mustered in nil 3000 and yet with these 
succeeded in both capturing the fort and storming the entrenchment After 
this defeat Meer Cossim s temporary courage forsook him and he hastened back 
to Monglnr followed by the Wreck of Ins arm) The British pursued invested 
the fort and after a short siege compelled or as it has been alleged bnbed it 
to surrender Meet Cossim had prc\ lously placed himself beyond the reach of 
danger and was residing at Patna when he learned that Monglnr had fallen 
He had for some tune been meditating a homd massacre for Major Adams 
when ndmncmg upon that fork had received a letter from him in which 
after an ominous allusion to his prisoners he concluded thus Exult not upon 
the success which you havo gained merely by treachery and night assaults 
in two or three places over a few jemtdars sent hy me By the will of God 
you shall sec in wlmt manner this shall be revenged and retaliated The only 
answer that could be returned was to denounce bis brutality and threaten 
it with signal vengeance He cared not for the fall of Monglnr had made 
lum desperate and he issued the inhuman order to butcher all the prisoners 
It was at once executed to the \cr\ letter b\ Sumroo who by bis own hand m*»» «. t 
and that of his emissaries slaughtered every one of the prisoners except Hr 
lullarton whose professional services had caused Meer Cossim to except bun 
The number of Englishmen thus murdered m cold Wood exceeded 200 Among 
them were Mr Elba who almost merited his fate and Mr Hay a member of 
council and the fellow deputy of Mr Amyatt on the absurd mission about 
private trade 

Meer Cossim aware that he had placed himself beyond the pale of meicy 
did not await the nmval of the British at Patna but hastened to cross the 
Caramnassa w luch formed part of the boundary bt tween Behar and the tern 
tones of tlie Nabob of Oude The gamson he left made a spirited but 
unavailing defence and the town was taken by storm on the 0th of November 
Though there w is wow little liope of overtaking the blood stained fugitive the 
punuft was continued and the Bntish irmy early m December encamped on 
tbe banks of the Caramnassa in order to watch the motions of Meei Cossim who 
had assumed a more formidable ippeaiance than ever in consequence of having 
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ad 1764 foimed a junction with the Empeioi Shah Alum and Sujah Dowlah, the Nabob 
of Oude, who, as has been alieady mentioned, had been appointed his vi/iei 
Junction of When he ciossed the nvei they weie both at Allahabad piepanng foi an 
!!miw°h expedition against Bundelcund They leceived lnm with all the 1 aspect due to 
ptro“nd lns iank as nabob, and piomised him then assistance to ieco\ei the punmces 
Nabob of f rom -which he repiesented himself as most unjustly expelled To show that he 
was not imdeseivmg of then assistance, he volunteeied to head the expedition 
against Bundelcund with Ins own tioops, and was so successful that his new 
confedeiates weie mipiessed -with a favourable opinion of his cause, and 
declaied then deteinnnation to unite as soon as the season would admit m a 
common invasion of Bengal 

The piesidency, notwithstanding the successes which had attended then 
aims, were by no means fiee fiom appiehension Meei Jafhei’s name earned 
no weight with it, and they found themselves involved in a wai which mete 
distance made difficult and expensive, and which, if permitted to spiead, might 
soon extend ovei the gieatei pait of Noithern India They weie theiefoie 
extiemely urgent that Majoi Cainac, who had again been appointed to the chief 
command, should at once assume the aggiessive, 01 at all c\ cuts maintain the 
advanced position which had been taken up Unfoi Innately, it seemed to him 
impiacticable to do eithei His tioops wane disaflecteiL They thought that 
Mutinous then previous sei vices had not been sufficient^- levaidcd, and had been woiked 
comp-mjT upon by emissaries of the enemy, who succeeded in convincing not a feu r that 
army the most effectual w r ay of betteiing then cncumstances would be by changing 
masters Desertion, accoidmgly, became alaimmgly fiecjuent, and when the 
enemy began to advance, Carnac, afiaid to lisle the encountei, letned upon 
Patna The enemy followed, in hope of mteiposmg between him and the town , 
and when they failed, came up boldly m fiont of the w r alls unclei wducli he was 
encamped, and offeiecl lnm battle Howevei unwilling he might be, it was 
scarcely m his powei to decline it On the morning of the 13 th of May, the 
enemy commenced with a cannonade, and undei covei of it made a geneial attack, 
which was kept up with great spirit, and was not finally lepulsed till evening 
began to close The British, thus fai victorious, wei e unable to deuve any advan- 
tage from then victory , while the enemy, instead of letning, kept hoveling about, 
watching an opportunity to repeat their attack 

Dunng the continuance of this unsatisfactory state of matteis, negotiations 
were lepeatedly attempted Cainac, as a prelmnnaiy, demanded the dehveiy 
of Meer Cossim and Sumroo The viziei not only lefused, but demanded the 
utempted cession of the whole piovmce of Behai Between parties enteitainnm such 
opposite views, there could be no agreement, and yet the semblance of nego- 
tiating was kept up for several weeks The only thing gained w r as tune, and 
this was of consideiable importance, foi m the intei val the difficulty of maintain- 
ing an army m the field had greatly increased, and the empeioi and his yiziei 



Cn\r \rri 


670 


MUTINY OF SEPO\S SUPPRib&ED 

hwommg Suspicious of eicli others good fiutb betrayed u lullingness to tre it id. < 

separately The emperor in particular offered to enter into regular alliance 

with the Company It became unnecessary to make a final choicf between these 
oterfures before the confederacy avis broken up by the sudden departure of 
tile vizier av ho alarmed for the safety of his oa\ n territories thre itened by i 
stiong detachment which Camar had sent acioss the Ganges hastened off to 
defend them 

Alajoi C\mic w is succeeded by Major Hectoi Monro who armed with a v 
leinforcement which he biought bv sea from Bombay He found the m utmous c ^ u 
h pii it winch had enppied Jus predecessors operations still prevalent On the m ^ u f } 
\erj day of his arrival i whole battalion of sepoys set ofl with their aims and 
accoutrements to join the enemy A body of tioops sent in pursuit came upon 
them w lnle asleep and brought them bach as pnsoners It was absolutely neces 
sary to make an example and Monio was detei mined that it should be of a kind 
sufficient to strike terror Having picked out twenty tom who were understoo 1 
to be the most criminal of the mutineers lie biought them before i court martial 
of native ofhceis who found them guilty and sentenced them to any kind of 
death the commander should appoint He immediately ordeied that four of 
them should be blown away fiom guns W hen they w ere ti< d up for this pur 
po e foui grenadiers who had been condemned stepped forward and requested 
that is they hid alw vys had the post of honour they should be the first to 
suffer This extraordinary precedence was allowed them After they bad 
suffered the sepoys intimated through their Fuiopean officers that they would 
not allow any more to be executed Monro was not to be thus deterred After n «** 
loading the field pieces with gi ipe and plocin 0 them at intervals in the line of t > 
Furopeans he ordered the sepoys to ground their vims intimating that on the 
least symptom of reins vl he would order the artillery to fire upon them Thev 
were completely overawed and looked on without a murmur while sixteen more 
were blown from the guns Four remained but with no intention to respite 
them foi they weie immediately sent off to another cantonment where from 
the frequenev ol desertion fiom it it appeared that the exvmple of an execution 
was particuUily lequired 

The mutinous spirit bem 0 thus quelled Monro brought the troops out of 
cantonments as soon as the cessation of the rains permitted and on the 1 5th of 
September commenced his march westward at the head of an army consisting of nb^i u*r 
857 Europeans o297 sepoys and 018 native cavalry m all 7072 men with 
twenty held pieces. After encountering some resistance at the passage of the 
g (me where some bieaatworks hid been thrown up and suffering considenlle 
annovance from cavalry which hung on his line of march he armed on the 22d 
ot October at the town and fort of Buxar situated on the right bank of the 
Ganges neirly equidistant between Patna and Benares Heie the Vizier Soph 
Dowlah and Meei Cossim were occupying an entrenched camp with an army 
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ad 1764 estimated variously fxom 40,000 to 60,000 men Their position, having the 
Ganges on the left and Buxai m the leai, was stiong, hut confident in then 
Monro a numbers they disdained to act on the defensive, and on the morning of the 23d 
Bnvrr at were seen advancing to the attack Memo’s intention to surprise the camp 
dui mg the previous night had been frustrated by the failuie of the spies uhom 
he had sent out to letrnn with the necessary mfoimation, and he had now no 
option but to fight m open day on giound which the enemy had chosen The 
battle lasted tluee lioius, and appears to have been stoutly contested, foi eren 
after the enemy saw themselves defeated they letned slowly instead of bieakmg 
into a tumultuous flight Then gieatest loss was sustained at the ciossmg of a 
stieam, ovei which theie was a budge of boats The vizier seeing the British 
m close puisuit oidered the budge to he bioken down About 2000 of his 
tioops thus left behind were di owned oi slam This oidei to destioy the budge 
was, m the opinion of Majoi Monro, the best piece of geneialslnp which Sujali 
Dowlah showed that day But for it, lie said, “ I would either have taken oi 
drowned Ins whole aimy m the Caiamnassa, and come up with his ti ensure and 
jewels, and Cossim All Khan’s jewels, which, I was mfoimed, amounted to be- 
tween £2,000,000 and £3,000,000 ” Besides the 2000 who penshed at the budge, 
the enemy lost otliei 2000 in the field of battle, together with 130 pieces of 
cannon The British loss was also seveie, amounting m killed and wounded to 
847, oi lathei moie than a ninth of their v r hole foice 
Submission The victory of Buxai was immediately followed by overturns of peace both 
emperor from the empeioi and Sujali Dowlah The foimei, indeed, w r as so far leduced 
m 1ns foi tunes that he scaicely ventuied to assume the cliaiacter of an inde- 
pendent pnnee, and ofieied to submit to any teims that might be dictated to 
him The only return he asked was protection against Ins own vizier, who, he 
complained, was ti eating him as a state pnsonei The Butisli commandei 
having no authonty to treat, wiote to Calcutta foi instructions, but so deter- 
mined was the emperor to escape fiom the thraldom m which he was held, that 
m the mteival before the instructions arnved he kept close to the Butish army, 
and eveiy night encamped foi safety as neai them as he could At last, when 
a favouiable answei ai rived fiom Calcutta, the protection which he had previ- 
ously enjoyed on meie suffeiance was regularly gi anted, and he was lecogmzed 
as no longer the enemy but the ally of the Company 

'ofOuae° b Sujah Dowlah was equally anxious for the cessation of hostilities, and ofteied 
mat to t0 pulcliase ]) y l )a 7 m S twenty-five lacs of rupees as the expenses of the wai, 
twenty-five lacs to the aimy, and eight lacs to the commandei One indis- 
pensable requisite was still wanting the deliveiy of Meei Cossnn and Sunnoo 
To this Sujah Dowlah still refused Ins assent He seemed to be influenced in 
Ins refusal by a feeling of honour, and yet this could hardly be, foi at this very 
time, Meer Cossim, so far fiom being treated with the hospitality due to a guest, 
uas suffeiing the greatest indignity, and had almost been leduced to beggary 
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extortion and the violent seizure of his treasures In regird to Sumwo <c ,« 

scruples of honour were. not oen pretended TJie reason assigned for not 

deh\ enn 0 him w is, that being at the head of the b ittnhons of sepoy s he * as his t 
rnni master and Mould resist any attempt to make him i prisoner The true f?* th 
reason was different Sumroo on finding th it AW Cossim w as no longer able 11 g 
to be Ins paymaster lia<l abandoned him and was now' with Jus sepoys enlisted 
in the viziers service He was tlierefoie unwilling to part with him At 
length bonder on finding that the delivery of him was still insisted on as an 
indispensable preliminary to the conclusion of a tieaty he endeavoured to effect 
a singular compromise by proposing that instead of being delivered up lie 
should be assassinated. The plan was to give an enteitainment and murder 
bun in the nud*>t of its festivities. To make sure of the right man deputies 
from the English camp w bo knew Sumroo s person w ere to be present and 
u itness the death It is almost unnecessary to say that the proposed compro 
mise w as at once rejected and the ncgotntion was broken off 

At the commencement of the negotntion the BnfcisJi army had advanced to F f 
Lcnarcs. On its termination it resumed its march m tin direction of Allaliabad. chwar 
At the same time a stron c detachment w as sent into the temtoi les of Oude proper 
and succeeded in effect 
in 0 the capture of 
Lucknow the capital 
Another enterprise un 
dertahen by the mam 
army was less success 
fuL The strong fort 
of Chunar or Cbunar 
ghur situated on the 
light bank of the 
Ganges lay so near the 

hne of march that it y ^ C rvutrtnJB.-Fwman nnaldrw 5 by C pt E mth4lthB-t 
vv as deemed imprudent 

to leave it behind in the enemy s possession Its site w^s a sandstone rocl 
rising abruptly from the river to tin height of 104 feet and continuing to 
ascend till it reached the height of 146 feet The whole area inclosed by 
a rampart measured 7^0 yards in length by 300 in breadth It was suppo ed 
that notwithstanding the strength of its position and its fortifications it 
might be earned by a ni^ht attack The attempt was made and failed but 
the place wis subsequently earned after a regulai breach bad been eStctpl 
A still more important success was obtained by the capture of Alhhibad 
which thou h strongly fortified made only a feeble real tance The emperor 
still excluded from Delhi immediately took up bn, residence m Allahabid 
11 Inch with a considerable tract of surrounding conntij Ind be n guaranteed 
Vat I 
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to lnni by a treaty winch the piesiclency had concluded -with him m name of 
the Company This was only a hist instalment of a much moie extensive 
guaiantee, foi he was ultimately to be put m possession of the hole ten l- 
tones of Sujali Dowlali, his late -uziei, Mith whom he was now openl) at Mai 
The piesiclency, howevei, had, m giving this guaiantee, undei taken moie than 
then supenois would allow them to peifoim, and the pait of the ti cat} i elating 
to the othei temtoiies ivas destined, as will be seen, to become a dead Icttei 
During these transactions, anothei event, fiaught with moie impoitaiit con- 
sequences, had taken place Meei Jaffiei, aftei his lestoiation to the niusnud, 
had accompanied the ai my, and lemained the icluctant sjiectatoi of a uai which 
he would w illi ngly have teimmated by a cession of tendon oi .1113 othei sacn- 
fi.ce His tieasuiy was as erupt}' as evei, and in addition to m«u expenses at the 
rate of five lacs a month, he had not only hear, y aneais to the Company to 
discliaige, but was pesteied by then servants Mith indefinite demands oi com- 
pensation foi losses In Ins eagerness to lesume a tluonc Inch it Mould lane 
been his wisdom to decline, he had agieed to this so-called compensation, m Inch 
consisted foi the most pait of nnaginaiy claims of damage foi the stoppage of 
private tiade This compensation, when he agieed to it, Mas estimated at ten 
lacs, but continued mounting up, till at last it exceeded 11101c than li\e tunes 
the ongmal estimate In the hope of moie leadily obtaining payment, the 
council bi ought the old nabob cloum to Calcutta, wheie the constant nutation 
in which he was kept biought on a serous illness It pio\cd fatal, foi, aftei 
languishing a few weeks, he M T as with difficulty iemo\ ed to M001 shedabnd, and 
died theie 111 the beginning of Febiuaiy 17C3 

The question of succession lemained to be settled, and m as immediately 
taken up by the piesidency, who, having the poM'ei of nomination completely 
m then hands, saw man} 7 leasons foi pioceedmg without dela} r to exeieise it 
s The only individuals who could be legal ded as uval claimants iveie Meet 
Jaffiei ’s eldest suiviving son, Nujum-ud- Dowlali, and a giandson by Ins eldest 
son Meerun Both of them iveie illegitimate, and theiefoie M'lthout any a alid 
legal title Had they been legitimate, the bettei title Maas in Nujum-ud-Doudah 
accorchng to the Mahometan law, which, instead of continuing the succession by 
representation, always piefeis a suiviving son to a giandson In anothei lespect 
Nujum-ucl-Dowlah was piefeiable He was about twentv, while Meerun’s son 
was only a boy of about six yeais of age This diffeience, mdeed, was of little 
consequence, as the nabob was m future to be a meie puppet, Mlnle all poM r ei 
was to centre m the Company Such being the leal object, something might 
have been gained by appointing a nabob who was incapable of acting fi.0111 
nonage This, howevei, was counteibalanced by a senous disadvantage An 
infant nabob could haidly be supposed capable of making piesents, and yet it 
may be affiuned, without any breach of chanty, that on these piesents the 
nabob-makers of Calcutta were fai moie intent than on the mteiests of their 
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omplojcrs. The fiet n undeniable foi it the very time when Mr Spencer who , D , , 
had succeeded Mr \ansittart as governor and hi? council shared amon* them 
so-called presents to the amount of £139 3u7 foi msing Nujum ud Do^ld, to 1 lco 
tlie musrnul now cov enants interdicting the sen ants of the Company from re J 1 f ' 
cening presents had been sent out by the court of directors and were tying “ *** 
unexecuted on the council table. Pm ite trade also had been interdicted but 
m regard to it the authority of the directors was in lil e mannei defied and the 
new nabob was express^ taken bound to kave the pm ate trade on its old 
footing In the other arrangements the interests of the Company not running 
counter to those of their sei\ ants were more carefulty attended to and the 
whole powers of go\ eniment civ d and militaiy w ere transfen ed to them They 
were to undertake the whole defence of the countn employing for that purpose 
the re\ enues of the assigned distnets of Bimlwan Midnapoie and Chittagong 
together with fi\e lacs of nipees to be paid monthly by the nabob from othei 
sources and were to ha\c a complete control over the whole civil administration 
by means of a deputy nabob or naib subaii w hom the nabob bound himself to 
appoint by their ad\ ice and not to dismiss w ltliout their sanction Tins deputy 
imested with the whole executive authority w is m fact the real nabob 
Nujum ud Dow lab aw ire of this was extremely anxious to appoint Nuncomar 
a Hindoo whom we lmc already seen supplanting Ins patron Roydullub by a 
scries of intn 0 ucs He had possessed and abused the confidence of Mi er Jaffier 
and acquired an unbounded influence o\er Nujum ud Dow lab whom he hoped 
to employ as the instrument of Ins villainy but the piesidency thoroughly 
acquainted with his character refused to ratify Ins appointment and succeeded 
in securing it for Mahomed Itcza khan who was m every respect far better 
entitled to it 

The leading ev ents w Inch took place after Gliv e s departui e fi om India havmg i 
been tiaced it will now be necessary to follow lnm to England and attend to 1 8 i i 
the transactions in which lie was there tal mg a prominent part The time 
of Ins arm jl was most opportune for his fame Disaster had eveiy where been 
follow ing the British arms and India was the only qmrtei m winch the national 
pride could find any gratification His achievements there were consequently 
magnified even beyond their deserts and all classes vied m doing him honour 
He was not indisposed to turn this tide of favour to account but an attach, of 
illness bo severe that for twelve months to use Ins own language it w is 
difficult to pronounce whether lie was to live or die frustrated many of his 
intentions and even deprived lnm of a part of the rew aid which he thought due 
to Ins merit In a letter to Major Carnac he says If health lnd not deserted 
me on my first arrival m En 0 land in all probability I had been an English peer 
instead of an Insh one w ith the promise of a red riband I know I could have 
bought the title (which is usual) but that I was above and the honours I have 
obtained are fiee and voluntary My wishes may hereafter be accomplished 
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His ambition, it thus appeals, was not satisfied, and lie had the moi tifieation to 
see the mimstiy thiough whom lie anticipated higliei advancement displaced 
He was the moie disconceited because his niteicst at couit and m pailiaincnt, 
which he had sedulously labouied to establish, tailed him at the Mi} time when 
he was confidently calculating upon it to defe.it an attack which had been d.nklv 
thieatened by the couit of chiectois Though the piocecdsol hisjaghnc had 
been legulaily paid by the Bengal piesidenc} to lus agents m India, the 
dnectois, who weie sutfenng undei gieat peeuniau embanassment, felt much 
dissatisfied, and Mi Sullivan, the chanman, gave him to undci-dind that the 
seciet committee would communicate with him on the subject lie himself 
seems not to have been without misgivings, and foi some time pursued a course 
which displayed none of his chaiacteiistio feailesMies*,, and was in fact moie 
piudential than ohivnlious In a lettei to Mi Am} alt lie s,i}s, “ M} fi lends 
advuseme to do nothing to exaspeiate them (the diiectors), if the y aie Mlent as 
to my jaghne Indeed, it is an object oi such unpoitance that I should be inex- 
cusable if I chd not make eveiy othei consideration give wav to it, and this is 
one of the leasons why I cannot join openl} with the Bengal gentlemen m then 
lesentments It depends upon you, m} tnend, to make me a fiee man, by 
getting this giant con finned fiom Delhi, and getting such an acknowledgment 
fiom undei the hands of the old nabob and the new nabob, ,\s mav enable me 
to put all oui enemies at defiance ” 

It is painful to see such a man as Clive 1 educed to the neceMitv oi gagging 
himself, and confessmg that he could not act as a “fiee man ” hecause he was 
afiaid of giving offence vvduch might prove lnjunous to Ins pecumai} mteiests 
The vvoist of it is, that he seems unconscious of the degradation winch he was 
thus voluntaiily imposing upon himself, and hence again and again bungs it 
undei the notice of Ins couespondents as if it weie a mattei of winch he had 
not the least cause to be ashamed In a lettei to Mi Pyhus, of Madias, aftei 
descnbmg Sullivan as “the leignmg dnectoi,” and as “ keeping eveiy one out of 
the dnection who is endowed with moie knowledge, oi would belikel} to have 
moie weight and influence than lumself,” he continues thus “This kind of 
political behavioui has exaspeiated most of the gentlemen who aie lately conic 
from India, particularly those fiom Bengal. They are surpused I do not join m 
then lesentments, and I should think it veiy suipiismg if I did, consideimg 1 
have such an immense stake in. India My futuie powei, my fiituie giandeui, 
all depend upon the leceipt of the jaghne money I should be a madman to set 
at defiance those who at piesent show no inclination to hint me” He was thus, 
according to lus own confession, acting m a public mattei fiom a selfish and 
sordid motive Peace on such terms was at best a hollow tiuce, and accoid- 
mgly, no soonei was Clive convinced that the dominant paity m the couit oi 
dnectors might be tinned out, than he declaied open wai against it In oidei 
to influence the election of 1763 he manufactuied an enormous numbei of votes 
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The qualification was tlicn XoOO and lie cmploj ed £100 000 m tins , er j dis an, 53 
creditable nnmruvn Tlio other jvirtj bached bj the Bute mm.strj to which 
Chv c w as opixised a\ ere eqimllj unscrupulous and scenes of the most scandalous cn , 
intun. nerc exhibited U the meetings of the general courts of proprietors k l v % 
Chios parti had so decided tv m yonti that he considered the nctory as gained ^ 

He had entire! \ miscalculated Sulluan supported bj all the influence of “ -■ J 
goiemment and hi the great hodi of proprietors ulio had established an influ 
cnce mill the canting directors and uerc ea^erlj Halting for the fulfilment of 
promises which had Ikkh made to them carried his list bj i triumphant 
majonto 

Chic taing thus (hfiskii in ft contest in which he ought neicr to Jmc 
"fts not lift long m doubt ns to the course winch Ins opponents 
meant to pursue. One of the first uses winch the} made of their Mctorv was to 
transmit order* to the Bengal president to stop nil further payments on 
account of Lord Clues ja 0 lurc and furnish (in account of nil the payments pre 
muu.I\ unde There wits much indecent haste nnd \ indu.ti\ tncss in tins pro m n # itto 
ceeding hut w Int else w as to l>c expected from the % icturs in n contest in winch £ p til 
the combatants on lioth sides lmd from tlit first shown that the} were not to be 
restrained h) am ordinar} scruples? Ch\c felt or affected to feel astonishment 
nt the Imrsh measure dealt out to lmn l>) the directors, and immediate!} took the 
on!} n-mtiU winch seemed open to hun b} instituting a suit m Chancery It 
would l>e painful to dwell on the proceedings and fortunateh it is not neces 
tan ns the merits of the case were never judicial^ investigated and it was 
taken out of court h\ ft compromise The intelligence of the massacre at P itna 
of the violent dissensions in the council nt Calcutta and of the commencement 
of a war of which it was impossible to foretell the issue put a Budden end to 
all the petto squabbling* among the directors and was followed by a loud and 
general call for Clues return to India As he had founded the British empne 
there bo he was regarded as the on!} man capable of sa\in 0 it from the destine 
tion with which it was threatened. Chve had it now m his power to make 
Ins own terms and thou 0 h he cannot be charged w ith taking on undtu ad 
■vantage of Ins position lie cerUunl} showed bis determination not to }idd a 
single point winch lie deemed of importance 

The first question w Inch called for settlement was that of the jnglure The 
general court of proprietors would at once lm\e set it at rest b) deciding it 
cntircl} in Ins fivour but he thoujit it unbecoming to dispose of a grave 
question of hw b} n resolution proposed and aimed m n moment of excitement 
and he tbcrcfoie begged delay that he mi 0 ht be able to submit a proposal winch 
lie trusted would lead to an amicable adjustment The question of appointment « ppo i x 
was not settled without a keen and c\ en doubtful contest No fewer than four , ^ 
general courts were held on the subject The two first were principal!} occu 
pied with prelinunar} matters At the third the subject w « brought formal!} 
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L D 17ul -under discussion by a motion tliat the nomination of Mi Spencer as goveinoi 
of Be ng al should he lefeired hack to the couit of dnectois for their le-considei- 
ation The object of the motion, of conise, was to cancel the nomination, and 
n0 thus piepaie the avay foi Loid Clives appointment But, aftei a warm debate, 
'ppomtM lt> was lost by a majonty of 184 to 141 The Clive party, thus defeated, pre- 
pared. foi a new struggle hy a wholesale manufactuie of votes, and at a subse- 
quent meeting, held on the 12tli of March, 1761, earned the following resolu- 
tion “ That it was the desne of the general court that Lord Clive be requested 
to take upon him the station of piesident of Bengal and the command of the 
Company’s military foices, upon lus amval at that piesideney ” 

The direetois having no alternative but to make an appointment winch they 
would most willingly have lesisted, contented themselves with mstiuctmg then 
secretaiy to send Clive a lettei inclosing a copy of the above resolution, and 
mfoiming lnm of their leadmess to piovide for his passage m the manner that 
, nit ot might he most convenient foi him His answer was equally laconic “ I have 
joweeu 1 received youi lettei inclosing copy of the last lesolution of the general couit I 
mTtiie m nst desne you will letum the dnectois my thanks foi their offers of piepaung 
lirectori every convenience for my passage ” While such feelings existed, coidial co-ope- 
lation was impossible, and theiefore Clive was right when, at a subsequent 
general court, held on the 21st of March, he declined to declaie Ins acceptance 
of the appointment till the issue of the appioaclung election of directors was 
known He made no secret of Ins motives It was his positive determination 
not again to enter the seivice of the Company while Mr Sullivan filled the 
chan, foi “ it would be m vain foi him to exert lnraself as he ought m the office 
of governoi and commandei-m-cluef of then foices, if Ins measuies were to be 
thwarted and condemned at home, as they probably would be, by a couit of 
dnectois, undei the influence of a chan man, whose conduct upon many occasions 
had evinced his ignoiance of East India aflans, and who was also known to 
be lus peisonal and mveteiate enemy ” The election which was thus to decide 
the whole matter proved favourable to Clive’s suppoiteis Both the chairman 
and deputy weie Ins fi lends , and Sullivan was run so closely, that he earned his 
seat m the dnection by only a single vote All obstacles weie now lemoved, 
and Clives acceptance was immediately declaied The lawsuit as to the jag- 
hne was also arranged in terms of a compromise which Clive himself pioposed, 
and by which the Company engaged to pay lnm the quit-lent fox ten yeais, oi 
'isToth"* dm mg Ins life, if he should not live so long What was to become of it aftei- 
jighm. vards does not appeal to have been openly declared, hut the undei standing 
vas, that the Companjr, who had previously fanned out the lands included undei 
the jaghne at £100,000, while then quit-ient fell short of £30,000, weie, m the 
event of Clives death, to he absolute piopnetois 

At the time of Clives leappomtment, aflans in Bengal wei e understood to 
ha\ e fallen into such disoidei, that it would he necessaiy to make Ins poweis 
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almost absolute. Hi » own suggestion was tint he shovel be intros ted with a i D , „ 

dHpemi^ pou tr m the mil ami political attars that is as he himself explains 

it, tint whensoever I may think proper to tal e an> resolution entirely upon a » 
m ' ^ ^ °hrtion is to take place The directors did not confer these a™ 1 

nbsclutc poweis at ltist in the form in winch lie aj cd them but they did 
" hat w as almost equivalent to it b y 11 ml mg lum the head of a select committee 
consist in 0 besides himself of four indiuduils appointed on Ins recommendation 
nml made so far independent of the council ns to be empowered to act whenever 
thu judged proper without consulting it Two of the members of the com 
imttec Messrs. Sumner and Svkcs accompanied Chv c from Lngland the others 
General Camac and Mr \ crelst Were already m India Among other arrange 
incuts to which an understanding was come the most important iclated to the 
pmnte trade and to the rcccmn e of presents In February 17G4 while the 
old directors wen. btill m ofhcc the* had taken up the former subject md du> 
j»osed of it gixatlv to their crctht by tlic following passage m their general 
letter to tlic Bengal presidency — One grand source of the disputes misundu 
standings and difficulties which have occurred with the country government 
appears evidently to have tal en its rise from the unwarrantable and licentious 
manner of carrying on the private trade h\ the Company s servants their 
tomastiks agents and others to the prejudice of the subah both with respect 
to lus mithontv and the revenues justly due to him the diverting and taking 
from Ins natural subjects the trade m the inland part of the country to 
which neither we nor any other persons whatsoever dependent upon us or 
under our protection have any manner of right In order therefore to leinedy 
all thee disorders we do hereby positively order and direct that from the 
rtcupt of tins letter a final and effectual end be fortliw ith put to the inland 
trade in salt betel nut tobacco and nfl other articles whatsoever produced 
and consumed in tlic country Tins interdict on pmnte trade was fully ap f t 1 
proved by Clive who in a fetter addressed to the directors 27th Apul 1704 t t at ti 
thus expressed himself — Strict and impartial justice should ever be observed C ^ 1 1 * 
but let that justice come from ourselves The trade thercfoie of silt betel and 

tobacco havm 0 been one cause of the present disputes I hope these articles 
will be restored to the nabob and your servants absolutely forbid to trade m 
them This wall be striking at the root of the evil Unfortunately these 
enlightened and disinterested views did not find favour with the general court 
of proprietors who in a meeting held 18th Mav adopted the following reso 
lotion ■ — That it be recommended to the couit of directors to reconsider the 
orders sent to Bengal relative to the trade of the Company 8 serv ints m the 
wholes of wit betel and tobacco and that they do ^ive such directions for 
icguHtin 0 the c ame agreeable to the interests of the Company and the subah as 
to° them mav appear most prudent either by settling here at home the restiu 
turns under which tins trade ought to be cirned on or by referring it to the 
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ad 1765 goveinoi and council of Foil William, to legulate tins impoitant point m such 
a manner as may pievent all fiuthei disputes between the subah and the Com- 
Kesuiatons pany ” In consequence of this lecommendation, the pievious oideis of the 
dnectois were modified, and it was left to the goveinoi and council, aftci 
tndiiif; and “consulting the nabob, to fonn a propei and equitable plan foi canymg on 
presents ^ inW 1 tra( } e ” On the subject of piesents the oideis of the dnectois weic 

moie peiemptoiy, and new covenants, dated May, 1761, iveie sent out to be 
executed by all seivants, civil and nulitaiy, of the Company, binding them to 
pay to the Company all piesents leceived fiom natives, if the amount exceeded 
4000 mpees, and not to accept of any piesent exceeding 1000 lupees m \alue 
without the consent of the piesidency 

caves Clive saded fiom England on the 4th of June, 1764, and had so tedious a 
voyi” d passage that he chd not leach Madias till the 10th of Apul, 1765 Ileie he 
learned, foi the fiist time, that the wai m Bengal had been bi ought to a conclu- 
sion, and that the terms of peace weie so completely in the powei of the Com- 
pany, that it was “scaicely liypeibole to say, To-monow the -whole Mogul empne 
is m oui powei ” In the same lettei, wntten pnvately to Mi Rous, chanman 
of the couit, seven days aftei Ins amval at Madias, he added, “We must become 
nabobs oui selves m fact, if not in name, peihaps totally so without disguise, but 
on this subject I cannot be ceitam till my amval m Bengal ” At this time, 
though he knew of Meer Jaffiei’s death, lie was not aware of the steps which 
had been taken to appoint a successoi , but he was so satisfied that the Compan / 
was about to entei on a new covuse of piospenty, which would gieatly advance 
the value of its stock, that he wiote on the same day to Ins agent m London, 
desmng that whatevei money he had m the public funds, oi anywheie else, and 
as much as could be bon owed m Ins name, should be, “ without loss of a minute, 
invested m East India stock ” 

His fuot Clive anived m Calcutta on the 3d of May, and lost no time m commencing 

atcaioutu the exercise of Ins extiaoidmary poweis Some of the inembeis of council, 
conscious of the awkwaid position m which they stood, were disposed to take 
advantage of some ambiguous expiessions winch occiuied m the commission to 
the select committee, and to put then own intei pi etation upon them, but 
Clive denied then right even to rnqiuie, and gave them to undei stand that it 
would be full tvme to give their opinion when the select committee judged it 
necessaiy to ask it By taking this lngli giound he intimidated the boldest of 
Ins opponents, though he at the same time piovolced a hostility which afterwaids 
followed him to England, and subjected him to imputations and insults which 
his proud spmt proved unable to enduie Difficulties, however, so fai fiom 
detemng him, only stimulated him to exertion “ I was determined,” as he 
aftei wards expressed it, “to do my duty to the public, though I should incur 
the odium of the whole settlement The welfare of the Company requned a 
vigoious exertion, and I took the lesolution of cleansing the Augean stable” 

o o 
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This opprobrious epithet is bj no means inappropriate form eveij dass 0 f the an m 
Company s servants from the highest to the West the great actuating prm 
ciple was aiance manifested without -my regard to decencj and m the form 
most insulting and oppressive to the native population It is impossible how cl 
ever to forget how much of the corruption might h ive been traced to the bad * 
example which Clive himself had set and there is therefore something painfull} 
incongruous in the high flown style which he sometimes employs Thus m 
a letter written to General Camoc three days after he had entered upon office 
he sajs To-morrow we sit m committee when I make no doubt of discover 
mg such a scene as will be shocking to hum m nature The council he adds 
have all received immense sums for this new appointment (of a nabob) md are 
so shameless as to own it publicly Hence we can account for the motive ot 
paying so little respect to me and the committee and then warming as he 
proceeds breaks out into the following exdam ition — Alas' how is the 
English name sunk* I could not avoid paying the tribute of a few tears to the 
departed and lost fame of the British nation (urecov er vbly so I fear) However 
I do declare by that Great Being who is the searcher of all hearts and to whom 
we must be accountable if there must be an hereafter that I am come out with 
a mind superior to all corruption and that I am determined to destroy those 
great and growing evils or perish in the attempt The cutting retort to which 
he laid himself open in using this language seems never to have occurred to lnm 

The covenants which interdicted «J1 the servants of the Company from Attempt t 
accepting presents had arrived in the previous January some weeks before the *1^ ant 
death of Meer Jaffier and consequ* ntly were in possession of the council when 
they set them at defiance by taking presents on the succession of Nujum ud 
Dowlah They bad endeavoured to evade the obligation bv the very bold but 
flimsy device of allowing the covenants to lemain unexecuted When ques 
tioned on the subject they hypocritically pretended that their apparent contempt 
of authority was in fact an act of deference to it for the signing of the cove 
nants was a matter of so much consequence that the} could not think of settling 
an} thing final about them till Lord Olives arrival That this ludicrous excuse 
might no loDger avail one of the first resolutions of the select committee was 
that the covenants he executed immediately When this resolution was 
read to the council they argued strenuously for delay and onl} yielded on 
being told that the only alternative was to sign or be suspended the service 
It is not unworthy of notice that when the covenants were afterwards trails 
mitted to the army for signature General Camac though commander in chief 
and a member of the select committees refused It was how ever on special 
grounds He had reeen ed a present of 80 000 rupees from Bulwant Sing Rajah 
of Benares The covenants bore a date antecedent to that of the present but 
as be was not aware of their existence he refused to sign till the date was 
altered so as not to lay lnm open to the charge of having violated them, 
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ad 1765 Anothei picsent to a much laigoi amount, "tun lum by Khnh ” *»'* 

necessitous cncumstnnccs must have mad* it vuv imonvumnt v * b> ?<>>■*.! 
Pruuits aftei lie had lccened notice ol tin covenant . 1 In 'ann v, ,H tv. *> 1 *' v <9 mp * . 

Gom.ni equal, accouling to the into ot evliutige at tin* tun* to > >>», in tt in/ 

Cur,nc wo th the pi cv ions picsent fioin Bnlwmt King n M d <-f iTJM.b ilu I r 
present was so cluai h illegal that Catne* n*<'pt*d it ntbj.d to tin ' ppi*>wt oi 
the duectors, and in the niiantinu lolgtd it in tin* tt< * on ot tin id my 
To sanction such a piuont at tin vuv turn v In u tin *t art tit, of th* <<"•< 
nants w as enfoiced nndni tin puultv ot Mepui t*>n tio.u tin • m* , '< t'* 
establish a a eiy evtiaordinni v pnoduil »ud\«t m ‘ti-h did* r<n f lt"hr d>> 
the same thing appeal, according iu p* i mini pt« « lit* * ‘mm, at* >tb>t*dhy it th>? 
Clive stienuousU Mippoit* <1 tin pi* -nt in tin lollov mg t< rtn* — 1 h.di "tily 
say that Carnac has acted with stub mo lu item and h<>n*mi in th* * t n ot 
the Company , and wath such go >d di f* u in « *md ettuiUon P*v »tu , It* it' >j< * } 
the Gieat Mogul that the diicdom mint b tin mo t ungr *t» *»t! **t t‘n n it th __ 
do not hy the lotum ol this ship, «»i the fit >t (onv«*\«»ti< old ' him fht m <te } 
with a due encomium on hts suvic*..-* dt >mt* r- >t> dm . an l nn> t *y 'IVitiy 
if Carnac, aftei pocketing one pit s* nt, v hu h v a , only *•>%* 1 fr >ai ill* ' ht; by 
an accident, and Imnkenng aftu anotln i wlmh w<* <1> 1 iy ill g*l **n 1 » he n 
the dnectom could not s uictum without slultiUmg tin tn *v • u> l**t h 
an encomium, CUv e should u<>t have hoi t d mu«U ot * l< n iu th Aug* Mt 


stable''’ In leg.nd to the pm.itc tiade, the i<gtil>ti**n ’ *l**pt i w*n by n> 
means such as might have btai untiupibd ft»»m tin vnwiwlmh ("'tv* lod 
expiessed befoie leaving England At that twin In ton *d r » l th* ebd’t* m ( 1 
it necessaiy in oidei " to stnke at tin loot ot thetvd islet* ** h fully 'tn 
tioned, if he did not actually ouginate a ‘'hum* by whnh th* }>»* nt fci *»1* 
instead of being tin own open to all the inhabit mt t on tqud turn v*> ton 
verted, at least in tlnee of its leading articles into a ngoioii , m>>n«>p**ly m f >vom 
of the Company's seivnnts The scheme is ‘■aid to have lu< n ruid* a. 1 1 *• p dn nt 
m consequence of a most nnpoitant dmnge whidi took phic* at tin > turn* in th« 
circumstances of the Company, and it n thuefou* only fan b Jure judging of it 
to have this change fully in v lew 

Treaty The Empeioi Shah Alum had, as w e have scan, thiown lnm df on I’uitidi 

protection, and entered into a tioaty, in which the mo-tt impott mt sttptil 'tioiis 
in his favoui were that he should immediately he put m po^e^ton t ,t Allah ib id 
and assisted in conquoung all the ton itoiies which belonged to tin Tsubob »>t 
Oude This was a very senous undei taking, though then.* an med little unison 
to doubt that the aimy winch had already achieved so many siicce- es would he 
able to accomplish it The nabob, howevei, was detei mined not to yu-ld with* 
out a stiuggle, and endeavotued to lepan the disaster nt Buvai, by fowling 
alliances with Ghazi-u-dm, the viziet (who, aftei mm dei ing Alumgou , nstnped 
possession of the distucts aiound Delhi), wntli ceitain of the Kohtlla chiefs mid 
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with a body of Mihnttn*. This confederacy was f a more formidable in appear id 165 
ance than m reality The members pursuing separate ends had no common 
interest and rendered their promised aid so tardily and so feebty that the tt a 
nabob s affairs became desperate As a last resource he recurred to negotiation d 
and was delighted to find that lie could obtain liberal terms The impolicy ^ " rtl3t 
the treaty which had been made with the emperor had become apparent, and it 
was determined to modify or if necessary set aside its most important provi 
sions. At last after long hesitation it had been resolv ed to accept of the dewannee 
of the three provinces of Bengal Behar and Onssa and thus by transferring the 
collection of the revenues as well as the military defence of the country to the 
Company put an end to the possibility of future collision with the n ibob 


•The accomplishment of this important work was reserved for Cine who w is tu b 
the first to suggest it and had repeatedly explained the grounds on which he f 15 ? 1 
was convinced that it must sooner or later become absolutely necessary On 
the 24th of June Cine left Calcutta on this important mission and proceedtd 
first to Moorshedabad w here he obtained the consent of Nujum ud Dowlah to 
se\ eral important modifications m the treatv made with lnm when he was raised 


to the musnud. He would fun Ime placed himself under the guidance of 
Nuncomar and was greatly dissatisfied that Mahomed Reza Khan had been 


forced upon him aa deputy or naib-soubale "Without yielding to his complaints 
ad\antage was taken of them to limit the exorbitant power of Reza khan by 
associating with lnm as colleagues the old dewan Roydullub and the banker 
Juggut Seat and at the same time exercising a vigilant supermtendence o\er 
all the tliree by means of a British resident This however was only prehmi 
nary to a still greater change. Under the treaty the military defence of the 
country was undertaken bj the Company who obtained for that purpose a per 
manent assignment of the districts of Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong 
With tins important exception all the other revenues belonged to the nabob 
who levied them in Ins own name and for Ins own behoof under deduction of 


the annual tribute payable to the Mogul By the new arrangement the nabob 
was converted into a mere pensionary and instead of drawing an indefinite 
levenue was restricted to an annual pension of fifty lacs of rupees In future 
tins was to be Ins only interest in the revenue and he was to receive it not 
directly from the collectors but at second hand from the Company who m con 
sequence became lus paymasters There cannot be a doubt that the nabob would 
gladly have escaped from the degrading conditions thus imposed upon Ium 
Resistance however was out of the question, and unreserved compliance w is 
lus only alternative The transaction which made the Company absolute mas 
ters of the tliree provinces of Bengal Behar and Orissa was non completed but 
a ratification was still deemed necessary 

I o\v as the fortunes of the Mogul had fallen he was still nominally supreme 
and continued to be appealed to as the valid disposer of kingdoms long after he 


826 , 
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<\d it os had ceased to have any real autlionty within them It was desnable, theiefoie, 
that the Company, m appropriating the whole civil and mihtaiy powei of the 
wave’s three piovmces, should obtain his sanction In tins tlieie was httle difficulty, 
AiHUabad as lie liad voluntarily offeied, when he threw himself on then protection, to 
comply with any teims which they might be pleased to dictate Clive accord- 
ingly aftei accomplishing Ins object at Mooishedabad, by reducing the nabob 
to the condition of a pensioner pm sued his tom m the dnection of Allahabad, 



Iue Palaci, Allahabvd '—1 rom Darnell's \ icwb jn I111I11 


that he might theie, m conjunction with General Camac, obtain fiom Shah 
Alum a foimal sanction of the new revolution which lie had just accomplished 
It is not to be denied that Shah Alum had good cause to complain of the 
His in tieatment he received on this occasion When he enteied on possession of 

to sinh Allahabad and the adjoining distncts, it was undei a treaty which piomised him 

the ultimate possession of all the territories which belonged to Sujah D owl ah 
Instead of this he was now mfoimed that he must rest satisfied with the small 
extent of temtoiy alieady confened upon him, and with the annual payment 
of twenty-six lacs of rupees from Bengal Besides this tribute he had light 
to a jaghne m that country which yielded seveial lacs, and to a laige amount 
of arreais, but when he claimed them, was simply told that he must look on all 
past anangements as cancelled In future he, too, was to be nothing moie 
than a meie pensionei of the Company Theie is something almost ludicious 
m the double chaiacter winch Shah Alum was thus made to assume In the 


1 This palace “is now the arsenal, a brick wall 
has been run up between its outer colonnades, with 
windows of English architecture, and its curious 
pavilions and other accompaniments removed, and 
internallj whatever could not be cons enieutly 
cut away is carefully covered up with plaster and 
whitewash, and hid by stands for arms and deal 
fittings Still its plan can be made out, a square 


hall supported by eight rows of columns, eight m 
each row, thus making in all sixty four, surrounded 
by a deep verandah of double columns with groups 
of four at the angles, all surmounted bj bracket 
capitals of tlie most elegant and richest design, and 
altogether as fine m style and as rich in ornament 
as am thing m India ” — Fergusson’s Handbook of 
Architectuie, vol 1 



Cnu* \n] 


TREVTMENT Of* SUJUI DOftLAU C93 

one he » *.ut higgling with the representatives of the Company and vamly ad , 63 
tmhtiminn 0 to incest the amount w Inch they had allotted for lm mamten 
-met m the other he assumes all the mm of an absolute sovereign and gives T*atm t i 
xist ant! ^ptdoiw provinces by a mere stroke of the pea It ia not un fi, u “ 
worthv of notice tint at the Hint when the grant of the dewannee of the three C nip * 
pno\ met a, y lchlmg a revenue estimated at from £3 000 000 to £■)■ 000 000 sterling 
was obtained Chv e ft Jijurt w is not forgotten the rev truon of it after he should 
have tiijovtd it for ten vearu or on Ins death if it should sooner happen bein a 
evprcs. U bestow ed on the Company ’Tins reversion it is almost unnecessary 
to observe wiw previously included m the grant of the dewannet and lienee the 
on/y thm 0 gained bv granting it specially was to gnt legal effect to the 
arrangement respecting the ja^hire winch had previously been made between 
Chvt ami the directors. 

1 lie onlv pci^oii who had reason to congratulate himself on the liberal treat- nhemi 
incut which ho received ivns Sujali Dowlnh lit had been the most fonnidiblv 
an.l mvetcraU enemy of the Companv and bad not only taken Aleer Cossim t f 0 si W> 
and Sumroo under (us protection tliou 0 h perfectly cognizant of the horrid mas- 
sacres which tiny had pvrpctnted hut had placed himself at the he id of a con 
federacy nvowedh leagued for the purj>o c of expelling Die British altogether 
from the countrv Him would thin, 
fort havt Ixen no injustice in carr>jn 0 
out the treaty which engaged to deprive 
him nHo 0 cthcr of Ins territories and 
transit r them to Shah Alum Indeed it 
was not justice but jiohcj that dictated 
the more fivourable terms which he 
reeeiv cd after a senes of disastrous defeats 
bad compelled h»u to tbron him sdf un > _ 
conditionally on the mercy of l»s con 
querors. The Company had never been 
ambitious of tern tonal nggrnndizemcnt 
and after rcpcatcdlv declining the 
dewannto of the three provinces bad at 

last accepted it more from necessity than Bc , d, wu -fro A 1 J el i' os3 “ 11 
choice So long ns the revenues were 

payable to the nabob Jus interests were at variance with those of the Com 
pany and their ng( nts and misunderstandings and collisions were constantly 
occurring The acceptance of the dew annee by the Company seemed the only 
effectual remedy and on this ground alone it was recommended bv the select 
committee and nb last sanctioned with some degree of reluctance bv the court 
The great object now was to make possession safe and permanent by the forma 
tion of bucU a fiontier as would give the best security against foreign invasion 
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and affoid the necessaiy leisuie foi the introduction of important internal im- 
provements In the tieaty with Shah Alum, this object had been overlooked 
The only effect of putting him in possession of the temtones of Sujah Dowlah 
would have been to piotiact hostilities indefinitely Too feeble to provide for 
his own defence within the country, he nevei could have made head against 
the Afghans and Mahrattas, who were watching an opportunity to extend their 
conquests 

It was to such considerations as these that Sujah Dowlah owed the favoui 
which was shown him He was the lieieditaiy prince, and both from Ins posi- 
tion and his talents was supposed most capable of mteiposing an effectual bamei 
between the possessions of the Company and the foieign invaders who had 
long been intent on gaming a footing m them To fit him foi the part thus 
assigned lnm , it was necessary not only to leave his stiengtli unimpaired, but to 
convince him, by geneious tieatment, that he could not advance Ins mteiest more 
effectually than by linking Ins own fortunes with those of the Company, and 
entenng into close alliance with them Accordingly, when Clive set out to con- 
clude the tieaty with Sujah Dowlah, the select committee, doubtless echoing 
Ins own sentiments, furnished him with a papei of mstiuctions, in winch they 
say, “ Expei lence having shown that an influence maintained by foice of arms, 
is destructive of that commeicial spmt which we ought to piomote, rmnous to 
the Company, and oppiessive to the countiy, we earnestly lecommend to your 
lordship, that you will exeit youi utmost endeavoius to conciliate the affections 
of the country powers, to lemove any jealousy they may enteitain of oiu un- 
bounded ambition, and to convince them we aim not at conquest and dominion, 
but security in carrying on a free tiade equally beneficial to them and to us 
With tins view policy reqinies that oui demands be modeiate and equitable, 
and that we avoid every appearance of an inclination to enlarge oui temtonal 
possessions The sacrifice of conquests, which we must hold on a veiy piecan- 
ous tenuie, and at an expense more than equivalent to then revenues, is of little 
consequence to us, yet will such restitutions impiess them with a high opinion 
of oui generosity and justice For these reasons we think Sujah Dowlah should 
be lemstated m the full possession of all his dominions, with such limitations 
only as he must see aie evidently calculated foi oui mutual benefit We would 
decline insisting upon any teims that must piove irksome to Ins high spirit, and 
imply a suspicion of his sincerity ” 

A tieaty m which the paity able to dictate terms felt disposed to act so 
generously was easily arranged, and Sujah Dowlah gladly consented to pay 
fifty lacs of lupees as the expense of the war, m return foi the restitution of 
las whole temtones, except the districts of Korah and Allahabad pieviously 
ceded to Shah Alum, and foi a mutual alliance by which the contracting parties 
became bound to assist each other against all foieign mvadeis The difficulty 
in regai d to Meei Cossirn and Sunuoo no longer existed The foimei had taken 
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refuge among the R ohilfa the latter had entered the service of the Jats and aj> , es 
Sujah Dowlali did all that could he required of him when he engaged never to 
gi\ e any countenance or protection to either The only point ns to which he T 
ventured to demur was a proposal that the Company should be empowered to \ 

establisli factories w ithm Ins territories. In this he probably suspected a repe- J h , C 
tihon of the same process by which Bengal had been wrested from its original 
rulers, and therefore objected so strongly that the point was not pressed and it 
was merely stipulated that the Company should hn\e liberty to trade duty free 
Tins liberty however was scarcely regarded as a boon for at this time the 
three provinces were supposed to be the proper limits both of trade and of con 
<l«est In regard to the former the presidency could foresee no benefit to the 
Company from maintaining settlements at so v nst a distance while in regard to 
the Latter caen Cli\e declared m a letter to the directors shortly after conclud 
ing the treaty My resolution was and my hopes wall nlway s be to confine our 
assistance our conquest, and our possessions to Bengal Behar and Onssa To 
go further is in my opinion a scheme so e\tra\agantl\ ambitious and absurd 
that no governor and council in their senses can ever adopt it unless the whole 
scheme of the Company s interest be first entirely new modelled. 

Wien Ch \ e returned to Calcutta m September a series of irksome duties ik m ta k 
lay before lum Ho had enforced the signature of the cov enants interdicting ci r 
presents but as large sums had been received after the covenants had arrived 
and w ere therefore though unexecuted legally binding it was judged necessary 
to institute a strict inquiry in regard to them Tins inquiry was indeed 
unavoidable forNujum ud Dowlali dissatisfied with the arrangement which hid 
forced Mahomed Reza Khan upon him as naib soubah no sooner heard of Clive s 
arrival than lie hastened to Calcutta and made it a formal complaint that the 
haib bad emptied Ins treasury by paying away twenty lacs of rupees in pre 
gents to the members of council Mahomed Reza Ivhan b defence was that he 
was not a voluntary agent but on receiving intimation of the sums which the 
members of council expected had no option but to pay them The recipients of 
the so called presents denied that they had used either force or terror This was 
perhaps true but the inquiry proved that they had intimated their expectations 
m a way which made it impossible to refuse them and the sentence therefore 
was not unjust winch, on the ground of this misconduct dismissed Mr Spencer 
the governor and nine other leading officials from the Company’s service 

The question of private trade still remained The directors had ns we have at ^ 
seen endeavoured to strike at the root of the evil by sending out an order on 
the 8 th of February 37G4- prohibiting the servants of the Company from tra 
engaging in it This judicious order they had been obliged to recall in conse 
quente of the interference of the general court of proprietors and accordingly 
m n letter sent out in the same ship in which Clive sailed from England while 
they still expressed their conviction that the existing regulations as to the pn 
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ad it65 vate inland tiade weie “so injuuous to the nabob and the natives that they 
could not, m the very nature of them, tend to anything but the pioduung 
Arrange- general heai tbuimng and dissatisfactions, ’’andiequned that their older of the 8th 
pnvato St0 °f February should in the meantime be enfoiced, they told the committee “to 
trade consult the nabob as to the manner of canymg on the inland tiade, and there- 
upon to foim a piopei and equitable plan foi that pm pose, and transmit the 
same to the duectois, accompanied by such explanations, obseivations, and 
lemaiks, as might enable them to give then sentiments and directions there- 
upon, in a full and explicit mannei ” This lettei contained the only special 
instructions which Clive and the select committee had leceived on the subject, 
and it was tlieiefoie to have been expected that m any anangement subse- 
quently adopted, the spmt at least, if not the lettei of these insti uctions v ould 
be carefully obseived This, however, was not the case On the contiaiy, a 
scheme was fiamed by which the thiee leading ai tides of the inland tiade — 
Monopoly of salt, betel, and tobacco weie conveited into a stuct monopoly for the exclusive 
and’ tobacco behoof of the servants of the Company Tins scheme, which vas diametucally 
6 ennnt 3 b of opposed to the instructions of the dnectois, could only be justified by the gieat 
pany ° m change of circumstances which had taken place When the dnectors wiote, 
they understood that the nabob was still m actual possession of the levenues, 
and consequently had a special mteiest in suppressing the abuses by which then 
amount had been so seriously diminished The case was now completely 
altered By the grant of the dewannee, the whole i evenues of the countiy had 
been tiansfened to the Company, and the nabob was only to receive a pension 
of a definite amount It was theiefoie no longei of any consequence to him 
how the revenues weie managed, so long as he was sine of leceivmg payment 
of his fifty lacs So fai was the existing nabob fiom feeling the degiadmg 
position to which he was thus l educed, that Clive says “He leceived the pio- 
posal of having a sum of money foi himself and household at Ins will with infi- 
nite pleasure,” and, on letirmg fiom the intei view, exclaimed, “Thank God, I 
shall now have as many dancing gnls as I please ” Tliei e was thus no occasion 
to pay any legard to the nabob m the new anangement, all modes of canymg 
on the inland tiade being now to him equally mdiffeient The only mteiests 
to be piotected were those of the Company and of the natives, and Clive thought 
that the plan which the select committee had devised would at once secure this 
piotection and accomplish another object of vital impoitanee The salanes of 
the Company s seivants weie totally inadequate, and the pnvate inland tiade 
was the chief source from which they had been accustomed to make foi tunes oi 
to obtain maintenance Now theiefoie, when this souice was at once peiemp- 
tonly cut off, they saw nothing before them but a sudden descent fiom affluence 
to beggaiy The salaiy of a member of council was only £350, and it was 
peifectly notonous that the establishment which his position m society lendeied 
necessaiy could not be kept up at less than £3000 The dn ectois, m abolishing 
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tire inland trade ouglit to lme guen due neijit to tins consideration and ad km 
been prepared 'vlien they suppressed 'in obnoxious source of income to provide - 
'mother This thev entirely failed to do and hence Clive considered himself 
entitled to supply the omission by the least objectionable means at Ins disposal 

The plan adopted was as follows — A society or partnership was formed and n i°» 
listed with the exclusive right to cany on the trade in salt betel nut and to *S>t& 
bacco The partners consisted of the Company s servants arranged in three S 
classes and the stock was divided among them in certain definite shares To the f t 1 
tnxt class were allotted thirty five shares distributed thus — the governor five 
shares the general or commander m chief three shares the second in council 
three shares the other ten members of council and two colonels tw o shares each 
lo the second class were allotted twelve shares or two thirds of a share each 
to eighteen persons — namely one chaplain three lieutenant-colonels and fourteen 
senior merchants. To the third class were allotted nine shares being one third 
of a share each to twenty seven persons — name!} four majors four first urgeons 
at the presidency two first urgeons at the army one secretary in council one 
sub-nccountant one Persian translator and one sub-export warehouse keeper 
lo compensate the Company who in their new position as dew an were entitled 
to draw a considerable revenue from the monopolized articles an ad valorem 
dutv of 35 per cent estimated to produce £100 000 per annum was paid and as 
a security to the natives some precautions were taken to prevent the enh meed 
price naturally produced by a monopoly Though nothing can he more objec 
tionable in principle than the payment of public officers by the profit of a mono 
poly of the articles which next to rice formed m Bengal the principal neces 
sanes of life there cannot he a doubt that the sums realized were sufficient to 
furnish ample salaric. to all who had the privilege of sharing in it Clives 
calculation was that from the partnership a colonel would draw £7000 per 
annum Dus being the profit on two shares each share must have yielded 
XJjOD nnd hence the five reserved to himself ns governor must have given an 
income of £17 o00 As lm had declared his determination not to derive any 
pecuniary advantage from Ills re appointment he appropriated the whole of the 
profits thus received to the members of lus household and more especially to his 
brother in law his secretary and his surgeon all of whom had accompanied him 
from England The court of directors on being made acquainted with the plan iw 
adhered to their former views and in their general letter to the select commit d t n 
tee wrote as follows — Much has been urged by our servants at different times 
m favour of the right to this trade which we have always treated as a most 
absurd claim The words of the phirmaund are Whatever goods the Fngluk 
Company shall bring or carry tc are duty free To uppose that the court of 
pelhi could mean by these words a monopoly ol the necessaries of life over 
their own subjects is such an absurdity that we shall not lose time or words in 
try jut to refute it With respect to the Company it is neither consistent with 
J b , 88 
\oi, I 
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ad 1TC5 then honora noi then dignity to piomote such an exclusive Bade, as it is now 
more immediately out mteiest and duty to piotect and cheiish tlie inhabitants, 
The directors and to give them no occasion to look on eveiy Englishman as then national cm my. 
XT ' 6 a sentiment we tlnnlc such a monopoly would necessauly suggest \\\ cannot 
monopoh theiefoie, appiove the plan you have sent us, foi tiadnig in salt, bct< 1 -nut, and 
m ° n0P0) tobacco, 01 admit of this tiade m any shape vlmtevci, and do heielu confnm 
oni 01 dei s foi its entile abolition ” These ciders, wei e too explicit to be dn ecth 
disobeyed, but the execution of them was suspended on the giound, that before 
they were leceived the contiactfoi the second jeai had been fomied, and it was 
therefoie impossible, “without rum to individuals and contusion to the public, ’ 
to fix an earliei date foi the abolition than the 1 st oi bcptenibei, 1 tin Bvt n 
this date was extended to enable the society to collect then debts and icali/e 
then capital, and then opeiations did not cease till Septunbei, 1 1 68 
Clive applies A n oth p.i aiiangement which Clive made at this tune was de-.u v mg ol moie 
Madras pre piaise, though it subjected him to a laigei amount of obloquv Owing to the 
tliesupp^yof resignations, voluntaij' oi compulsoiy, which had taken place in the conned oi 
“a Calcutta, and the bad spmt manifested by some of those who lemamed, it be- 
came necessaiy m supplying vacancies to deviate fiom the mdman loutine and 
appoint those only who, fiom chaiaetei and expenence, might be both able and 
willing to cany out the leforms which had aheady been intioduced oi vveic still 
contemplated It seemed vam to look foi such persons within the Bengal pie 
sidency The most eligible liad penslied m tlie Patna massacie, and the select 
committee did not hesitate to declaie that the whole list oi pimoi mei chants 
within the piesidency, did not contain the names of moie than tlnee oi fom 
individuals whom they “could possibly lecommend to lngliei stations at piesent " 
They theiefoie, on then own responsibility, subject oi com se to the appioval oi 
the duectois, appbed to tlie Madias piesiclencj foi loui of then ablest civil 
servants, and on then anival gave them seats m tlie council It was not to 
be expected that a measrne which not only biolce m upon the established mle oi 
senioiity, hut virtually charged those who would have succeeded under that nil e 
with mcompeteney, would escape seveie animadveision and violent opposition 
The whole settlement was tin own into a feiment, and the individuals who con- 
ceived then mteiests to he mjuiiously affected, not contented with subscnbmg a 
formal memorial of complaint, took the less justifiable step of attempting to 
effect their object by means of private associations, which Clive denounced as 
destructive of that subordination without which no government can stand ” 
Failing to obtain then mam object, the memheis engaged to peisist m a senes 
at tin * 0 " 1 P ett F an< ^ insulting annoyances No visits wei e to he paid to the piesident, 
proceeding no invitations fiom him oi any otliei membei of the select committee weie to 
be accepted, and the new counsellors from Madras weie to be treated with ne- 
glect and contempt In pursuing this couise they weie abetted by some of the 
highest officials Two membeis of council signed then memonal “m testimony 
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of their sense of the injustice done to the jounger sen ants and the secretary ad i 
of the council took such n prominent part in the association that he was deprived - 
of his office and suspended from the sen ice Cine had not much difficulty in 1 t 
dealing with the insubordination of the civil sen mts but a much more senous 
task was aw aitm & him I he greater pait of the European officers in the arm) 

had become disaffected and were on the point of mutinying 

According to a plan framed b) Cln e the inn) had been formed into three 
brigades each eon .stutg of a regiment of European inf mtrv a company ofartil 
Icrj si\ batt dions of sepoys and a troop of natn e cav air) The first bngade 
under Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher was stationed at Mon 0 hir the second under 
Colonel Smith at Allahabad and the third under Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
nt Bankipore about four miles west of Pitne From the earliest time the 
officers *s_ning in India had while on active service received m addition to 
their ordinary pa) an allowance known bv the n ime of batta After the battle 
of Flossev Mcer Jaffier on whom the payment of the troops devolved doubled 
this allowance and from tint period according double batta had been paid 
So lon 0 as the nabob drew the rev ennes and p ud the arm) out of them the 
Compaq) did not share the burden llie case was altered first when certain 
districts were assi 0 ncd for payment of the troops and still more when the Com 
pm) obtained the grant of the whole dew annee I hereafter the maintenance Tb a» t 
of the troops was home entircl) b) the Compan) and even deduction that t iXh 
could be made was so much added to their income Influenced b) this consi b°tu 
deration and the financial difficulties with which they were struggling the 
directors were desirous to enforce econom) w herev er practicable and among 
other measures icsolved to abolish the allowance of double batta At the time 
when it was first granted Clive had distmctl) warned the arm) to ie Q ard it as 
an indulgence which they ow ed entircl) to the personal feelings of the n ibob 
and which the Compinv would not be disposed to continue The directors 
accordingly no sooner fi.lt the burden than they began to complain of it and 
sent out positive orders that double batta should he abolished. The yery pro 
pos il yy is receiy ed w ith so much indignation and calk J forth suc?i strong remon 
stranees from the officers that the goy emor and council were intimidated and 
chose rather to disobey the orders than incur the obloquy and risk the danger 
of carrying them into execution 

The directors determined not to be thus defeated called Cliv e s attention o ^ ^ 
particularly to the subject and in the instructions which he tool out with him t Sect 
on his re appointment repeated their orders for the abolition of double batta 
m the most peremptory form He was determined to execute them and had 
no sooner brought the yvar to a termination by the treaties concluded yvith Shah 
Alum and Sujali Howlah than an intimation was given by the select com 
imttee that double batta should cease on the 1st of Januar) 1766 An txcep 
tion was made in favour of the second bngadt both because its station at Alla 
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a i) 1766 haload was beyond the limits of the Company’s temtoiy, and it might he eon- 
sideied while watching the tlneatened invasion of a huge hod} of Mahiattas 
Abolition to he actually m the field On letuimng into cantonments it v as to he l educed 
“ M ° to single batta, while the bngades at Bankipoie and Monghu wcie to diav half 
batta only Within the piesidency, except dining maichmg 01 actual sen ice, 
no batta at all was allowed 

The abohtion took place at the time appointed, and with the supposed acqui- 
escence of the officeis, who appealed to have abandoned the opposition which 
they had often tlneatened Clive, delighted v ith the lcsult, left Calcutta m the 
end of Maicli, 1766, and pioceeded noilhwaid with Geneial C'ainac, foi the pui- 
pose of legnlatmg the collections of levenue foi the ensiling }cai He was thus 
employed at Mooishedabad, wdien he vas> staitled by a lettei fiom the council 
at Calcutta, dated 19th Apul, inclosing a lemonstiance against the i eduction ot 
batta, signed by nine captains, twelve lieutenants, and twent} ensigns of the 
tlmd bugade, stationed, as we have seen, at Bankipoie, in the ncighbouihood oi 
Patna This was alaimmg but the extent of the dangu was not suspecUd till 
the 28th of Apul, wdien a lettei was leceived fiom Sn Kobe it Fletchei, m com- 
The officers mand of the fiist bngade, stationed at Monglm lie stated that the ofhcei-> 
mutmy™ 7 seemed deteimined to make anothei attempt foi the i cco\ ei y of batta, and had 
consequence then intention to lesign then commissions at the end of the month, 

though they w r ould continue to save m May as volunteers 'Plus lett< i inclosed 
another fiom Sn Robert Baikei, wdncli mentioned m moie explicit tains his 
discoveiy of a serious combination, wdncli thcievas icason to appichend was 
not confined to his owm bngade Onfuithei lnquny, it appealed th.it the com- 
bination extended to the wdiole aimy, and had oiigmated at Monghu, as call} 
as December 1765 It was, m fact, a legulnily oigani/ed plot The officer, 
belongmg to it took an oath binding them to seciecy, and topieseive, at the 
hazaid of their own bves, the life of any one of then associates whom a com t 
martial might condemn to death Each, moreover engaged undei a penalty ol 
£500, not only to lesign his commission, but not again to accept of it till double 
batta was restoied As an additional secunty, a fund was foimed ioi the indem- 
nification of those who might be caslneied, oi the pui chase of commissions ioi 
them m the king’s seivice To this fund civilians vane said to have subscnbed 
Mutual en to the amount of £16,000 At fiist the second bngade, stationed at Allahabad, 
between the refused to join m the plot As they weie actually m the field, an exception had 

conspirators , , n n _ _ " 1 

been made in their favour, and the 1 eduction of batta was not to take place in 
them case till they should be placed m cantonments On this giound they stood 
aloof foi a time, but ultimately the influence of the officeis in the othei bngades 
pi evaded, and they made common cause with them The numbei of commissions 
collected foi resignation amounted to neaily 200 

Clive was just the man to deal with such a ensis The only case m which 
he appeals to have evei thought of concession was in that of the second bimade 

C> 
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CLUL SUPI HESSES MUTINY 

A largo bodj of (lie Ibhnttra « is m motion and i b vttlo ms daily expected «,« 

In these circumstances Colonel Smith was instructed in the event of bem<* 

reduced to the utmost extremity to make peace with the malcontents In cn « 
regard to the other brigades the most dccisu e steps w ere taken. Besides sendm 0 “ 
fonsard nil tlie officers in whom he could confide Clue caused urgent letted mt y * 
to be written to Madras, requesting that all officers who could nossiblv be 
spared should be forthwith dispatched for Bengal. The free merchants at 
Calcutta w ere til*o urged to accept of commissions temporarily or permanently 
while nil tlie ofiicers who resigned were ordered to be sent down, to Calcutta to 
be there tried by court martini These measures completely disconcerted th< 
malcontents. They had made sure of \ ictory w ithout pro\ uhng against defeat 
nud no sooner saw the probability of failure than nil their confidence forsook 
them I ither because they feared to take so bold a step 01 deemed it unneces- 
sary they had not attempted to enlist the sy mpntlnes of the common soldi! rs 
and when the struggle came found that they had grossly miscalculated. By 
their resignations they lmd simply excluded themselves fiom the service and 
made way for others who yy ere rcidy to supply thur place On tlie 1 >th of 
"May when Cliyc amyed at Monghir the confederacy was already broken up 
Two days before when the ofiicers who had resigned were ordered to quit the 
garrison the Luropcan soldiers got undti arms intending to follow them The 
sepoy battalion w as immediately called out and order w as without much diffi 
culty restored. It seemed indeed that the European soldiers were acting under 
misapprehension. They had imagined that Sir Robert Fletcher was himself one 
of the mnlcon tents, and were astonished when they found him taking part igainst 
them instead of putting himself at their head On bung thus undeemed they 
at once returned to their duty It soon appeared that the opinion winch they 
had formed of their commander was not unfounded The aery day of Clives 
arrival Sir Robert Tl etcher acknowledged that he had known of the combination 
of the officers Bincc Tanuary though he had not mentioned it in any officnl 
communication till late in ApnL His excuse was that he had seemed to 
approve of the scheme in order that nothing might be done without Ins know 
ledge This was too flimsy to be received and further inquiry hiving left little 
room to doubt that he was an nbettoi if not the ictual originator of the mutiny 
be was at i later period brought to a court martial and dismissed the service 

Trom Monghir Clive proceeded without loss of time to Bankipore where he r«un t 
arrived on the 20tli of May Though most of the officers of the third brigade a t 
stationed here had resigned their commissions only a lew had insisted on their 
immediate acceptance and been accordingly sent off for Calcutta The rest had 
only resigned prospectively against a giv en day and were still continuing to do 
duty The moment Cli% e arrived all idea of further contumacy was abandoned 
and they were glad to be permitted to retr ict their resignations under the some 
what humiliating condition of engaging to serve for three years and not to 
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ad 1766 lesign at any time without giving a yeai’s notice The second bngade, though 
the last to join the combination, appeals to have been the most i el actant to 
conductor abandon it The gieatei pait of the tioops composing it had been maiched 
the officers 100 miles beyond Allahabad, and weie watching the movements of 00,000 

Malnattas who had amved at Calpee, undei the command of Balajee Bao The 
enemy being thus m sight, the Bntish oihceis weie bound foi the time at least 
to have leseivecl then gnevances Instead of this honouiable couise, the} took 
advantage of then position, and sought to extoit a compliance with thou 
demands, by tendeiing then lesignations in a body with only two exceptions 
Those who lesigned immediately weie sent off to Calcutta, the othem who 
lesigned piospectively weie glad befoie the amval of the peiiod which the} had 
fixed to be peimitted to letiace then steps The officeis of the Euiopean legi- 
ment in gamson at Allahabad weie not so easily intimidated, and did not \ield 
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till a battalion of sepoys amved fiom the camp, having peifoimed a maich of 
104; miles in fifty -four houis 

^ tne°' The mutiny was now suppiessed mainly tlnough the indomitable fiimness 

sentences which Chve manifested in Ins own peison, and was able to tiansfuse into all 
who acted immediately undei lum It only lemamed to inflict punishment on 
those who, fiom then lank oi then violence, weie legaided as the most cnmmal 
Fiom the very first Chve had declaied that the law must take its course, and 
that the ungleaders at least would suffei death Lenient measuies, howevei, 
pi evaded Only six officeis weie tried, and though they "weie all found guilty 
of mutiny no capital sentence was pionounced Clive’s sense of discipline was 
thus veiy impeifeetly satisfied, but a defect bad been discoveied in the mutiny 
act foi the Company s service, making it doubtful if tbe pioceechngs undei it 
weie legally valid, and it was tlierefoie wisely lesolved to lean to the side of 
meicy On this giound the mildness of the sentences pionounced by the coiufc 
martial can be easily justified It is moie difficult to justify the conduct of the 
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directors in refusing in vcvml instances to give effect even to these sentences ad 
and more ispecmll} in reinstating Su Rolicrt rietaher whom we shall igim see 
installed is commander m chief at Madras and tiling a prominent part in a 
transaction onlj leas discreditable than that for winch he had been previously 
cashiered 

At tlu. \w\ tune ^ lien CU\l -was thus called to maintain the discipline ofn> 
the army against the great body of its officers he had announced bis det emu 'T 
nation to confer upon »t the very liberal donation which largely augmented first Fani 
h> the nabob and afterwards bv the Company constitutes w hat is still known 
lu the name of Clives Fund Meer Jafher on Ins death bed had expressed i 
ui h to k i\e Clue a legacy of five lacs of rupees It has been insinuated tint 
this sum was a legacy only in name and was in fact a present by which the 
members of Mcer Jolliers family not onlv washed to manifest their gratitude 
for the elevation winch the) owed to the victor of Plassey but hoped to con 
cihnte his future favour If it was only a present it was evidently struck at by 
the new covenants and nothing could have been more preposterous than that the 
gov ernor specially appointed to enforce these covenants should set an example 
of violating them if it was truly a legacy the propriety of accepting it was 
still more than doubtful became although not contrxrv to the letter it was 
evidently at variance with the 6pmt of the covenants and furnished an eai>y 
method of perpetuating the abuses which they were meant to suppress Clive 
telt the difficulty and was conscious that vvliatever became of the money he 
could not appropriate it to himself w ithout incurring the obnoxious charge of 
breaking the promise lie had repeatedlv made not to derive any pecuniary 
benefit from Ins re appointment In these circumstances it occurred to him that 
a-s the abolition of double batta was about to be enforced it would be at once 
a graceful and appropriate compensation to employ the legacy in establishing a 
fund out of which not only officers and soldiers disabled by wounds disease or 
length of service but also their widows mi 0 lit be pensioned The announce 
roent of this determin ition set at rest the questions vvluch the bequest would 
naturally have rai ed and the court of directors wisely abstaining from giving 
nnv opinion as to its true character oi legal validity unanimously resolved tint 
lus lordship be empowered to accept of the said legacy or donation and they 
do hi lily approve of his lordships generosity in bestowing the said legacy of 
five lacs m so useful a chanty and they hereby consent and agree to accept of 
tlm trust of the said fund and will give duections that the same be earned into 
(xecution in legal and proper form The five lacs of rupees produced accord 
ing to the rate of exchange at the tune £62 833 6s 8 d To this Syf ul Dow Mi t* ™ 
the brother and successor of Nujum ud Dowlah who died at MoorsbedaLad m 
May a few days after Clive set out to quell the mutiny added tliree lies of 
rupees equivalent to £37000 On tin Gfch of April 1770 when the deed estob 
lishmg the fund w a* formally executed the accumulated interest amounted to 
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£24,128 The whole capital of the fund thus amounted to £120,001, Gs 8^7, 
and at 8 pei cent, the late of mtcicst which the Comp, in} agieed to pay pro 
duced an annual income of £9912, to be expended m pensions 

Aftei suppressing the mutiny Clue pioceedcd with Com i al Cainat to 
Chupxab, wheie a kind of congiesswas held It was ntlemh d !>} Sujah Uowlah 
Shall Alum’s mimstei, and deputies fiom the Jlnhiallis Shah Alum, hitherto 
excluded fiom Delhi, w T as bent on gaining possession ol it, and had engaged the 
assistance of the Malnatt.is foi that pm pose, b} naming them that the Com- 
pany’s ti oops would foi m paitof the expedition Clue at once declined against 
tins pioposal, m w r lnch he saw onl> nun to Shah Alum lumsclf, and a wm inti 
which might tlnow the wdiole empne into confusion Instead of an album* 
wntli the Malnattas, whom lie legal ded as the onl} enemies fiom whom s»>nous 
dangei was now to be appiehended, he was desiroui of foumng a < onfi dun*’} 
against them, and laid the foundations of a tit at} lu which the Compiru, tin 
Nabob of Oude, the Jat, and the Rohilla chiefs, weie mutual!} to a 1 -nt e ich of la i 
m lesisting the demands and lepclhng the mcuisions of the Mahmttas ]Jt fore 
the teims weie finally ananged. Clue, attaching little impoitancx. to the a'-ist 
ance to be deuved fiom such distant allies, took lus dcp'tituic and aimed at 
Calcutta on the 30tli of July The dnagieeable sen ice in which he had b* > n 
engaged, the exeition he had been obliged to make, and a clnn.it* to wliuh his 
constitution was ill adapted, had senousl} affected Ins health lie had pi e\ miisl} 
intimated Ins deteumnation to letum to Em ope, and m answoi to n h ttu fiom 
the dnectois earnestly requesting lum to continue m the go\ eminent foi nnothei 
yeai, xeplied, “It is now a month since I ha\e been in so deplorable a state of 
health as to be "wholly unable to attend to business, and it is past a doubt I 
cannot suivive tlie malignity cf this climate anotliei }eai ” The dneetom, m 
uigmg then request, had said, “When we considei the penetiation with which 
youi lordship at once discerned oiu tine mteiest m evei} In .inch, the rapid it \ 
with which you lestoied peace, oidei, and tianqiulhty, and the unbiassed mteg- 
uty that has governed all yoiu actions, we must congratulate }our lonlslnp on 
being the happy instrument of such extensive blessings to those eountues, and 
you have oiu smceiest thanks foi the gieat and nnpoi taut ad\ antages theieb} 
obtained for the Company” Noi did they confine themselves to thanks Aftei 
arguing that “anothei yeai s expenence and peaceful enjo}ment of ouz acquisi- 
tions might fix them on a basis that might give gieat hopes they may be as 
lasting as they are great,” they continued thus — “We aie vei} sensible of the 
sacrifice we ask youi loidslnp to make m desmng youi continuance anothei 
yeai m Bengal, aftei the gieat seivice you have lendeied the Company, and the 
difficulties you have passed thiough m accomplishing them, undei cucumstmices 
m which your own example lias been the piincipal means of lestinimng the 
general rapaciousness and con upturn which had bi ought oiu affaus to the blink 
of turn These sei vices, my loid, deseive moie than veibal acknowledgments, 
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nnd w lrtu no ilmil.l that the rrojinrioN will concur with us in otimioi, tint u „ , - 
wine mint mid jicnnwnt rctnlmt, on mh-<,,nlc to jour great merits should 
crow n % our lordship s labours niul micccrs. 

Ch\e wvs not mvn »Wc fo tlie high encomium pronounced on his services ci 
nor itriilT rent (o (he tvunrd which though onl\ vaguely described as some JSm* 
*° 1hI nn,! renaanent retribution was understood to be nothin,, less than a grant 
of hts jvhiit in pirjKlmtv but the state of his health admitted of no answer 
nnd he was moreover com meet! that even material olyect contemplated in his 
re spjKu fitment having Wen accompli !.e<I the evils apprehended from his depar 
ture win. in n gnat men ure nm^unrv The army again brou 0 ht into due 
Mibonhnatnn w ns more than a match for any foreign pow cr winch might be 
tempt* <1 to provrht hostilitn^ the double kattn nnd other expenses which bore 
mo>t beav ily vn the tnvmn had lx tn nil jected to due retrenchment Hr Verelst 
fur whom the governorship was destined ns well ns the select committee who 
were to ronimtu m olhet was disposed to give full effect to the improvements 
winch had l«aii introduced and the Company now in ^session of on indepen 
dent rtveniK which the least sanguine estimated at not less than £1 000 000 
tcrbng N'cmcil nlxwit to enter on a career of unprecedented prosperity 

Chve hat in the select committee for the lost time on the 10th of January nudp» 
1707 nnd cm the 20th Anally quitted Bengal for Ln^Iand m the Britannia w 
His measures ha 1 encountered much opposition and ovuted m many of those 
w ho considered their interests to he injuriously affected by them a vindictive 


“pint which thiv afterwards took an opportunity of gratifying The general 
fteUn„ of Ui presidency was however decidedly m lus favour and was not 
inaccurately cypres ed by the select committee in a letter addressed to the direc 
tors ahortly after Ins departure Compann 0 the state of Bengal ns lie found it 
nnd ns he left it, they observed B o beheld a prcsidencv divided headstrong 
nnd licentious n gov innncnt without nerves a treasury without money nnd 
a sen ice w ithout Rilbordmation discipline or public spirit We may add tint 
amidst n general stagnation of useful industry and of hcuisul commerce indiv i 
dink were accumulating immense riches, which they had ravished from the 
insulted prince and his helpless people who groaned under the united pressure 
of disconimt, jiovcrty nnd oppression Such was the condition of this pres* 
doncy and then prov inccs. Tour present situation need not be des nbed. The 
liberal supplies to Chum the state of your treasury of your investment of the 
sen ice and of the w hole country declare at to he the strongest conti ast to what 
it was. His reception in Tnghnd was flattering In other quarters of the * *£ 
world disaster had generally attended the British arms Their triumphs in 
India thus presented a striking contrast winch brought Chve more pi eminently 
into view and obliged even those who would have detracted from bis merits to 
I ecp n prudent silence Nor was appl n^e the only reward which he received 
Hie proprietors of the Company instead of requiring to be prompted by the 
\ot I 
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duectois, took the initiative m lecommending that the possesion of the jaghne 
should be extended to him and his repiesentatives ten yeais beyond the penod 
which had been pieviously fixed, and a lesolution to this effect was ultimately 
earned by the unanimous vote of a geneial couit 

It is necessaiy to add, that this magnificent giant was accompanied with cn- 
cumstances which diminished the gratification denved fiom it Clive had left 
India m miseiable health, and had veiy impel fectly lecovered on the homeward 
voyage While he was thus suffenng, fame and emolument weie compaiatively 
mdiffeient to him, and he appeals to have been moie offended at the hostility 
or lukewaimness of some on whose fuendship he had calculated, than delighted 
at the umveisal lecogmtion of Ins merit The giant of the dewamiee had laised 
extiavagant hopes m the piopnetors, who had begun m consequence to clamoui 
for a laigely increased dividend The duectois, bettei acquainted with the 
actual position of the Company’s affans, weie anxious foi delay The additional 
le venue confidently piechcted had not yet been i eali/ed, and extra oidmary 
expenses had been inclined which would moie than absoib it foi some time to 
come The duectois being thus opposed to the wishes of the piopnetors, natui- 
ally endeavomed to justify then opposition by giving an unlavouiable view of 
then finances Some of them even, m oidei to justify this view, spoke some- 
what disparagingly of them new temtonal acquisitions, and objected to the 
extended giant of the jaghne as extiavagant Clive felt indignant, and hesi- 
tated not to say that the duectois in thus acting weie endeavounng to gain 
then own ends at lus expense This misundei standing cooled some of Ins sup- 
poiteis, and made it moie easy foi lus enemies to matuie then meditated attack 
upon lnm Not a few of those whose malveisations he had punished in Bengal 
had letumedto England with then ill-gotten gams, and become laige puichaseis 
of India stock The influence which they acqmied in this way was so gieat, that 
after an action had been laised foi the purpose of obliging some of the greatest 
delinquents to disgorge the sums which they had illegally leceived in the name 
of presents, they succeeded m inducing the geneial couit to recommend the with- 
drawal of the action, and guarantee them fiom future pioceedmgs by a vote of 
indemnity The sympathy with notorious delinquency manifested by this vote 
was ominous, and Clive, shattered in health and depiessedm spuits, letned into 
the countiy, not without a stiong presentiment of the liaish sciutmy to which, 
tlnough the relentlessness of enemies and the lukewaimness of fa lends, Ins whole 
public life was soon to be subjected 

In consequence of the i evolution effected by Clive’s achievements in Bengal, 
a new eia m the lnstory of India commenced On then onginal cliaiactei of 
merchants the Company had engiafted that of conqueiois, and weie hencefoifch 
to rule with absolute sway ovei mynads who had pieviously known oi heaid 
of them only as traders Hitheito, while the i elation with the natives was of 
a less intimate and moie piecaiious nature, they have occupied a veiy suboidi- 
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nate place, in the narrative nnd an} reference made to their manners and cus id uer 
toms 1ms onlv been incidental A more intimate acquaintance with th m must 
now lie formed The countrv though it hns changed its mlers still remains Man «» j 
theirs, and the policy of the measures adopted bj government depends on tTiTw 
the manner m which their interests are nfilcted by them. But how can this 
be understood w ithout a prev ioils knowledge of their social position? No people 
can lie governed on abstract principles Their peculiarities including even their 
most irrational prejudices must be consulted since the verj same laws under 
winch one nation would be prosperous and happj might produce universal dis 
content and wretchedness in another It is absolutcl) necessary therefore both 
that tho^e who rale nnd those who confine themselves to the humbler task of 
reviewing the policj of fulcra should first ot all ncquamt themselv es with the 
lending features of the population. In the case of India the remaikable forms 
under w Inch societj presents itself make the know led 0 c of them as interesting as 
it is indispensable nnd the temporal} suspension ot the narrative will be fully 
compensated bj the insertion of a detail as ample ns our limited space wall allow 
of whatever is most singular in the opinions and practices of Hindoos. To this 
according!} the next book of our historj wall bo devoted 
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lmj» ml Sr", r'"‘h, XI 


The Imperial Dictionary, 

ENGLISH, TECHNOLOGICAL, AND SCJLNTHHC, 

On tlie basis of Webster’s English Dictionary, with the addition of in my Thousand Mortis and l’hrv^, mrlm! 
mg the most generally used Technical and Scientific Terms, together with tin ir Ltvinolo/y and thur Prrinwu 'a 
tion. Also, a feorriif MrxT, containing nn extcrimvo collu lion of M ords, Terms, m d l’hra-u*, imt inch ded in 
previous English Dictionaries By John Ooirv ir, M, D 1 he whole illmitr.ab d by above 2500 J n; r win, i on 
Wood The SurpliUn NT separately, 1 vol cloth, lCs , or in 0 Parts, 2’ Lit! tach 

This Work furnishes a much more extensive vocabulary th in any Dictionary that has bitin rto npjn xr*d 


‘Dr Ogilvio lias not only product d tlio trd rufHsli Dhtbnary that rt! ‘i, I 
>mo approach toward i p. rfrctloii — /Inti h <*i nrtnty J’<i n“ 


, 1 , 11 *, ro fir a t! n ar* lat **■>*'> it If r at 1 

mitted, lias mado Bomo . . 

“Copious beyond nil precedent In tbo ntaplu of onlmnty lamniar 1 ’ It h rtirkhcd with n u x«» of tr*r 
information under tlio heads of technical nml I'rh'iitifli word*— Information wlih li h li~- nu-ala. t /-irirr 
reader, in an ago when tlio facts and language of *wUncu nro invading tlio upliTr of i iiiiuon ll'o n nil \*i n!> 
nbundnuco of oxquisito little cuts nro introduced, rr ireoly nny occasion le in” nlbitr.l t" r aj 
to nppeal to tlio oyo, ns noil as to tbo Intellect ‘Hit < volumes have, Jndc'd, »•» in in* at'ra 
uso for some time, no begin to look upon tliun as a po Itho ncu -rity H — *'fui t' ' hr Jm 


»le 

*li i« t! a 
u rr or d Ji 


1 r 

ftf d rr J rt-1 -i irn 
ry t ir '! » f- r nl 
An irt n r a 

t* r ,lrr,,,l*, ( fill, t l!" 

ti's- ( ’ti -r ij yr < I'f r 


Coniploto in 3G parts, imperial -tto, 2 ■> Gtf racli , or s'ron ly l>oun 1 In 1 alf nu reci o, pil* fd-ra Xi, 5t 

The Imperial Atlas 

OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY; 

Series of ObE Hundred carefully coloured Maps, embracing the inn t r>c"nt Di'rovrnt i riid tbo ]a‘r'* 
Pobtical Divisions of Territory in all parts of the A\ arid Compiled from tin mo^tnutlunttc ro irt- i, t.mbr the 
supervision of W G Br vckii, th d , ruck, Editor of the Jiiprrtal Gaselterr V> it!i an Index, tont-itun,. 
references to nearly 120,000 Places 

In fulness and accuracy of information, lnrgenc*s of fr.alc and rlramr a of rtigraxln- tb'i Vlas will o pre f to ira’ ly s*i*h 
the mod, costly works of tbo kind ext-aut It is por nl le, and can Is’ our»ultr«l s 1th n r 1* it no n ij- mil > t ' ri "bn 
closed 15 inches by 11 inches The Mnpi are printed on pijv r nu c untu 22 Inclo-t I y 15, and c~ fully mk trt<L Tl " * "s'l 
extends to bovonty eight such Sheets, comprising nltoio One llumlnd tlllNruil Vag 

“After a careful jierusal of tho vvliolo work, no can rafoly tav tha* v e 1 1 ow of no A'la* jubl 1 '•■1 n‘ t! ra' * Joar , e 
which is so copious mid accurate in dot ill, ro charly print'd mid ro vs 1 11 i i ravnl that tin nnj 1 s»r l»i il i I r *>r *n > I'd 
on scales so carefully adapted to tho relative Importance of countries, as viewed from the r'anil g/nt c t J n t lu’i i„e t an t m n 
general readers ” — London Jieueic 


Complete, including Supplement, in 3G parts, imperial Sro, Ik C<f each al'o in ilirifior s 7/ C- r r-ch 

The Imperial G-azetteer; 

A GENERAL DICTIONARY OF GLOGKAPHY, 

PHYSICAL, POLITIGAT , ST AT I ST IC AL, anil DESCRIPT1YL, conkvmtng comprehensive Accounts of the 
Countnes, Cities, Towns, ViU igcs, Seas, Lakes, Rivers, Inlands, Mountains, Valleys, kc , in the World Ldiltd 
by W G Blackie, TH D , r n o s With .a Supplement, bringing tbo Geographic il inform v*. on down to tlio 
latest dates Illustrated by above 800 Engravings, printed m tho text — comprning Views, Costumes, Nl ips, 
Plans, &c The SumEVithT septiately, 1 vol cloth, 16s , or in C parts, 2 j Get each 

“ThiB oxcollont book of reference All tho nrtlcha ivc bare examined whrtlier long or rbort exhtbl* a grrate 

degree of coiTCctne-.a in minute dotail than wo eliould Jiav o tbougtit practh ible in ro cornprclu. nnv o a war! " — it? nnrt j 

“Tho value of tho work isaorymuch nicrea cd hy tlio introiluction of a large nunil*'rof goo.1 woodcuts Inch thug many niapa 
towaiB, harbours, and districts, sketches of rouiarkablo places, flguixi llluatrvtho of coctumn, rved, Ac ’ —Ijt n in cr 


Completo in 27 parts, 2' Cd each, or 2 vols , imperial Sio, doth, XJ, 12f 

The Imperial Bible-Dictionary: 

HISTORICAL, BIOGRAPHICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, AND DOCTRINAL, 
Including the Natural History', Antiquities, Manners, Customs, and Religious Rites and Ceremonies mentionce 
in the Scriptures, and an account of the several books of the Old md New lestuncnts, hy numerous etnmenl 
vmters Edited by Rev Patrick Eairbairn, d d , Author of Tt/polor/y of So tpltn c, ckc , assisted by mnuu ou- 
Contnbutors Blustrated by many hundred Engravings on Wood and Steel 
“Truly a magnificent work both in its design and execution ' —Pi mccto i Pa ia- 
Chun!man° X “ t0n °' reveieat 1IUS P ln b showing in oveiy pago tho marks of independent and industrious re-carcb - 

TawW^work sUn^foreS W ^‘1° hy n o and avowed attachment to I v angelical truth, Dr 

of divinity Our Ovm Fueside * R fc ^ 0nQ Ifc 13 a tieasttTJ I10t onJ > of hihhc,il liifornntion, but ako of tho wholo tUtnc< 



BLACKIE .AND SONS PUBLICATIONS 


"I 


Cm t U la Ipunpu*. j CJ «» ,[„ tad , ^ 

Tie Imperial Family Bible, 

OmUloio- H» Old nt h CT TtariliriM .c„rd,o l„ ft, n„t Comet Cop «, or ft, Anita, rf T » „ 
« tt m« r Th tart Critic I ErpU .to, ,rt Pmt.o.l Not , .L„ r, « * r L2 Z, n J, 

»»iA«ft,«oN motaoportrt'BM*. 


localities engraved a the tno t finished manner 
n Tto ^fte* .. m 2** , l .* u HL. tb nsa !s I a mh- 


ra«t»tor» f (1 Scrflt i«. Ti toif lofn t«i, 0 f b l th 1 tn f ^ 

th (*Mtf V oocopy * i 5«rr(it1j mall, th y w W Ud lfpri toil the 1 f nn hiblt 
tfrmatf re h (mu than wfu t u usually ft lnV roily Comm uriro 


^••eted frojn lb pt 1 C u 
' *“ Join s fih t 

Mh unt f m tie 


tutors <1 

___ _ t ^ nraM < d I th eh 

U usually g: 

f to oW^t ^1 a.cp * f C™ £ t L M 'S t DxSTuUth W* Z h 


In th most finUbs.1 k 


S warn! Revised I* lltl in tf parts, -* each HA fa 


The Popular Encyclopedia, 


re royal Svo 5 Ih lp each 


On, CONVERSATIONS LEXICON 

Ce n * general DiettonVy / Arts Sc nee* Literature Hi graphy History end P J t cs with Pr Htnmaiy 
Dissert tlon by dutm-nubed lenten. Numerous illustrative En^rav New end E«vm d Ed tlon 
Th (t J^U^ 3 ^ >L h " m k * wlth tei*e n»W*nr 

1 wrtsl, T»i tier \b V>' ’ 


tnv! f r th prow t to tios non u( mbo f th rt le»~ ~"d"t&' 
ti wladge I th prose td y Th 


t tartory xpon 


f CO«pt«Q 

.1 at art 1 
BoUn Ch to try 


* 4 been wholly re-written, ti t) ao Ufi art) its gr rail/ ha been a refill!/ re jsad whil tb«i G<*> 
rrapl y T by History. TI roles? and 11 ngrap) y 1 bee bjoctecl to* rigid n tlon A m Italy » w Bwhin 

hU twinl »l «> aW j ddiUonal I lograpMea n 1 cat t lorn! ties wly disco td, that fi ri w *» tly to mjwrta ce 


—of ant ta o* and j v Cot n w .n ac 1 “ce and th ana — cl th great 
hjects f gen ral I tereet. 

The Ultutrallona xtend to 1M psgea of Bteel E gi 
The Sawzsttrr «lo 


t gi and H Co! ared Ifapn bo« lea many Engratlnga on Wood. 
in 7 psrts s e h or 1 vol cloth lGs 


Comp! to In SS part* -J each 4 la p> royal 8 1 th ti 

Tie Comprehensive History of England, 

CIVIL and JlILlTArY J FLIOIOUS IhTELVECrVAL, and SOCIAL from th Earli t Period t th 
S«n»ras on of the Sepoy JUvoIt. By Charles Wactahla^s and the Rov Thohab Thomson IUo t ted 
byabo e Eleven JInadrol En^rsn gn on Wood and Steed— Views Costume* Portrats Maps Pla s Ac & 

By fir ih moat be* tlful heap 4 really comprehen 1 Watery 1 11 a tU whith ha* « j t appeared — J 8 JB U 
Til* g) t emphatically to bo titled th T mOy JlUtory t Znyland. —Mora s Her Id 

Aa vt tw.hU terord. t\ \ only i mWU. rj d ^»U«cal nmU h t UnUai taWW-Uial thnanotopdains l 

toft real lllitory f E land. — Cml Stmet Gazette 

This will bo regarded by to* y— ai <1 with reanon—aa th hesteit t sttUtory CE land —TteZkol. 


Complete to 9 part* -j each o 3 v 1* pe roy 18 0 1 th £3 3 

A Comprehensive History of Indie, 

CIVIL STCLITAKV and SOCIAL* f om the first \ nd ng *>< the En U h to the Supp ew on of the «! p y 
Revolt in lnd ng an 0 line of the Ea ly History <if Hindoo tan By Hznkt BEVEEfPOe Esq Adroc t 
Dlnatrated by above F' e Hundred Earravi ^a on Wood ndSt 1 

ThI Uborotea 4 bl % lc U1 deedm recomrwh « n *ta «« w for t ft 

cnmfnat! th 1 t medl U J nwl m HU«y «f e r“ ^hr 1 Vd 

Th m mu.™ gra inge ot wood and teel «m k V f th ir bwnty and fid bty contnb t greatly to th rot t 


Cwnihrteinliparts P« royal 8 .* each llarg b 1 th Sd 

The Comprehensive English Dictionary, 

EXPLANATORY PRONOUNCING and ETYMOLWICAL Ey JqHS 0oitvlB D Fd,t r ° r f tl ti 
r mpcnal 2) ct entry The P nnrcmt a a d pled to th be t nod m us ge by Richard Cvvl * s a Ulna 
rat d by above Eight Hundred P "ravings on Wood and a a nes of E gray d Plat 
W th ut the s nes oi Engra ed Plates cl th 

Thu Dictionary rontM «1 Englwb word terror t w p « Sd th<JS« “ 

h in reimports t Twlmi al dSraentfi T®i It! bae 1 »« “* w nn «•.* r t th Vpehshl an e f 

It ly mains f ns to aay w teont«.y <*erv ^this^anq^®^ f ^ , ^.Uy wd Ktoo [ mom book throughm i 
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BLACKIE AND SON’S PUBLICATIONS. 


Supphul to Subscribers in parts, 2 s 6 d each, or half morocco, G5t , to Non Subscribers, iOj 

Villa and Cottage Architecture. 

Select Examples or Country and Suburban Residfnoi-s erected from tbo Designs of Banks A Barrv, 
John Baird, Ewan Christian, II A Darbishiro, Hino A Evans, II. E Kendall, Jr , L 15 Lamb, J 'J 1 Rochcad, 
A & G Thomson, Georgo Truefitt, Speakman A Chnrlcswortb, E Walters, and other eminent Architects 
With a full Descriptive Notice of each Building One a ol imperial 4to 

Thirty Villas and Cottages, besides Gatovnvs, and other neecs ones, tho vorl s of NiM"rrr ArriirriiTi, nro illili'nled ),} 
Hans, Elevations, and Sections, together with Porspcctiv o View s mid Dotalls all fine!} tn n m ctl, mid forming n S no of 1 blit} 
Hates The Buildings illustrated nro situated in audtlj sojiaratul parts of tho eoutitr), and nreaarkd In rtjlo, arrangement, 
and materials A description of tlio uito, tlio internal arrangements, materials, and manner of conrtrnction, accompani' i each i t 
of plans, with a statement of tlio cost of tlio house in ncarlj os crj instance 

« a Publication which just now stands alono, ns illustrating ita particular field in a most important division of modem 
arcli „e* ore, and as affording somo of tlio material out of w Inch increased domestic comfort and tlio taste connected tli'-rci itli 
m ij oe made to accrue " — Mot mug Post 

Just Published, medium Sio, 750 pp , clotii extra, 21c 

The Sailor’s Word-Book.. 

AN ALPH AB ETICAL DIGEST OF NAUTICAL TERMS of past and present, times, including archa- 
isms of early voyagers, Ac By the late Admiral W II SMYTH, kbt, DOL, Ac Reused for tho 
Press by Yice Admiral Sir E Belciier, k c is , Ac 

Tins 1Vork olucidatc3 17,000 eca terms and plira.es of pant and present timca mans of them not prountulr ( vj laim’d 
in punt Besides seamen and jaclitsmcn, it lull ho found useful hi shipowners, lawjers, journalists, and all o In rs iri am lvaj 
interested in seafaring matters 

“The T Vord Bool must over romam tho standard autliontj as to all matters touched upon m it * — l ill 'til l if' Ifrtgr. me 
“It is a most excellent hook for the loung cadet, a companion for the midshipman, either on lKnrd Her Mnje-it., s •hlj* or tli've 
of our great commercial marino It should ho placed in tlio hands of all souths who base a lose for the ns, or a purjw'o to t il o 
sen ice on shipboard 1 — Examiner 


Morton’s Cyclopedia of Agriculture, 

Practical and Scientific in which tho Theory, tho 
Art, and the BuBinesB of Farming, m all thoir de- 
partments, are thoronghly and practically treated 
By upwards of Fifty of tho most Eminent Farmers, 
Land-Agents, and Scientific Mon of tho day Edited 
by John C Morton Withaboio 1800 Ulustratiso 
figures on Wood and Steel In 28 parts, 2 s 6 d each, 
or 2 large vols , Bnpor-royal 8vo, cloth, £3, 15s 

Farm Insects Being the Natural History and 
Economy of the Insects injunouB to tho Field Crops 
in Great Britain and Ireland, and also thoso which 
infest Barns, and Granaries, with suggestions for 
the destruction of enemies, and the preservation of 
friends By John Curtis, f l b , Ac Ac Illus- 
trated with many hundred figures, plain and coloured 
In 8 parts, 2s 6 d each, or 1 vol super-royal 8vo, 
cloth, 22s 

The Agriculturist’s Assistant A Manual 
of Principles, Rules, and Tables of constant use m 
all Calculations incident to the occupation and im- 
provement of Land, and specially in those involved 
in payment by Piece work By John Ewart Second 
Edition, Enlarged and Improved Plates and Cats 
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3 s 6d 

The Gardener’s Assistant Practical and 
Scientific A Guide to the Formation and Man- 
agement of the Kitchen, Fruit, and Flower Garden, 
and the Cultivation and Management of Conservatory, 
Green house, and Stove Plants With a Copious 
Calendar of Gardening Operations By Robert 
Thompson, of the Horticultural Society’s Gardens, 
Chiswick Illustrated by carefully Coloured Plates 
and nearly 300 Woodcuts In 12 parts, 2s 6 d each, or 
1 vol , super roval 8vo, cloth, 31s Gd 


The Fulmer’s Guide A Treatise on tho 
Diseases of Horses and Black Cattle, with Instruc- 
tions for tho Management of Breeding Mnrcs and 
Cow b By Jamlb WriiB, Votcnnarj Surgeon Thir 
tconth Edition Foolscap Svo, cloth, .5s C d 

Our Fairn Crops, being a popular Scientific 
Description of tho Cultivation, Chemistry, Diseases, 
and Remedies, Ac , of our diflerent Crops, worked 
up to tho high Farming of tho present day Bj 
John Wilson, r n s r , Profcs«or of Agnculturo in 
the Umvorsit) of Edinburgh Numerous Engravings 
on Wood In 12 parts, Is oacli, or 2 v ols , crown S\ o, 
cloth, 13s 

“A most instructive and vnluahlo hook of practico and rcfVr- 

enco ’ — B,a 

The Hay and Cattle Measurer A feenes 

of Tables for Computing tho Weight of nay-stacks 
and Liv o Stock bj Measurement Also, Tables show- 
ing tho Equivalent, in Weight and Price, of tho 
Imponal to tho Dutch Stono, and other Local Y eights. 
Foolscap Svo, cloth, 2s Gd 

The Agriculturist's Calculator A Senes 
of Torty-fivo Tables for Land-Measuring, Draining, 
Manuring, Planting, Weight of Hay and Cattle by 
Measurement, Building, Ac 17 nos , foolscap 8v o, 
0d each, bound, 9s ‘ 

Ditching and Draining A Manual of Tables 
showing length of Drains in any piece of Land from 
1 pole to 100 acres, number of Pipes or Tiles required, 
cubic or solid contents of Digging in Ditches and 
Drams, with other useful Tables Suited to the use 
of Contractors and Employers of Labour Foolsoap 
8vo, doth, 2s 



BLACKIE AND SON’S FUBLICATIONS 


Cooke b Brown s Self Interpreting Bible 

■with an Introduction copious Marginal Ref recce 
and R t« F. pis tory and Pract cal and several 
Thousand additional Rotes, espl mg difficult Te Is 
at\d reconeiitn seemln ontrad etions By the Ter 
If F- VET CooKK d D Belfast. Illustrated by II ton 
cal Designs nd a Senes of Views of Citle Rivers 
Mountain Ac of Bible Land*— all c tending to 
4 plates In 41 part* royal 4t 2/ e ch With 
Bare b Index ° parts additional. 


Matthew Henry s Commentary An R 
po ition pf all the Bo ks of the Old and New T i 
me t with P actic 1 Tem rh nd Obser t o By 
Matthew He vet In 3 p rts royal 4t a e cb 
also in Di i s Cs each 


T! i F 1 1! u prese ts cotnpl t 

H tj 1 m W n k ] act iz 

ow of typography ac~ura y f t t 
rood rate m []rin! It f no tl 
d h accompanied by fin ly 


1 curat 
1 by J 

om) t j (f 
ee 1 Is m 1 
gra ed P rt 


The Comprehensive Family Bible con 
tain n the Old nd Rew Testaments with cop ous 
Critical and Expla tory Rot a ad Pract cal Re 
fleet ons also Kef renccs Readings Chronological 
and tberT Lies. By David Davidson li_d "With 
Se enty-o e Historical and Landscape 111 strations 
and Maps. In 3 j part, super royal 4to j ach 
TW Ilibl ownm dt Itself fir bea ty t F nn Text 1 
I Unit rati n. d in iU tn re Import* t f t n tC roro t 
Ref m ice and 1 trod tory m 11 Jt co tit l «c Cotnm 
t 17 thigh al e. 

Browns Popular Family Bible with 

m ay addition 2 R tes Refers ce*, and Readings 
aLo Memoir of the Author ud Bare a Index 
of Suljects Illustrated by Historical Design and 
P mily Re~i ter Th Self Interpreting Bible 
compl te and anabnd ed in 20 parts demy 4to Is 
each 2 voL grained hurt] gilt ed *7/ m rocco 
plain gilt ed es 30s The M tre Psalms 1 add tlo aL 
N ther F mily XI >1 surpasses til lath umber and al 
Of tb Ref re ow to P rail t T U tc. 


The Panlrna of David Scotluh Metric. 1 
V wi n To bind with F m ly B hies anous res 
S per royal 4to s roy 1 4to n t demy 4to Is 
18rao Cd 


Barnes Notes on the New Testament 

Jlinslraiftl _a d Annotated Rditi n With 38 Steel 
Plates, °I Map and Han nd 1 E gra 1 gs on 
Wood — i all. Sixty seven separate Plates f om the 
most a tb nti sources, i Host rati g the principal 
Scripture Seen s Complete in 33 parts Is ach or 
In 6 double vols. Cs e b and 1 t 4i Cd 


D JI mJJto 1 tb Lamp dtht La tern y — F tb 
1 cidat f th te tl f li 1 UU It) re li » thl g bette 
than th bttl t met f Albert Dames a» far as th y h 
go A Jt cental 8 npl m tal hotel f great al our 
pref renco is f DlackJ Edition 


Barnes Questions on the New Testa- 
MERT lor B bl Classes a d Sunday Scii o! 
Matthew t Hebrews o e toI 1th 3 M r 
C p rts at W each c wpl te in it elf 
An ImimU m al f ta in th Sunday school th 
Christian h ueeh Id 


Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament 

Books of Job Isaiah and Daniel Wthadditio 1 

Preface and N te als Appe dixe E gravings on 
Steel, nd above loO Hliwt toson Wood mo t 
of them to he f und in no the Edit on In 10 parts 
Is h or Job 1 ol cloth Cs Isaiah ▼ la- 
7* I)±szel lr 2 Cj Cd 


The Illustrated Pocket Bible Co taming 
n ly 0000 Cnt cal and Explanat ry N t d 
80 000 Ref c nd Fe d n"s al Tw nty fi 
exqui te E gr vi g nd Tw lv Cl ured Maps 
Blue lgeppe i It Cdeh 


The History of the Bible f om the b <nn 
ni g of the World t the Establishment f Chns 
ti mty and a onue tion of Prof n with S cred His 
tory By the I e Thomas Stackhouse ma With 
c p ous additions from recent Commentators Cnt 
and Eastern Tra llers and Complete I dexes Also 
n Appe dix on the Rlustrati ns of Senptur den ed 
f om the Egypt an nd Assyrian Moaum at &e II 
lustrated by Forty e ht hi lily finished Engravings 
In 32 parts imperials Is ach o Di s 4ie ch 
A com) 1 te trea* ry f b M cal k wl dg C mm t ry 
Iliitoncal Geograph cal J PI d I Heal tl b nptures 
wntte with unoornm rud tl and escarcl 

Browne Dictionary of the Bible C r 

rected a d Impro ed by the Rev James Smith 
a.m ith Rotes by the R v Dr Cooke B If st 
Illustrated by eral hundred En "ravings In 0 
jiarta, super royal 8 o Is each cloth Is. 


Family Worship A Sen s of Devot o al s T 
▼ ces f r every Mo mg a d E l th h nt the 
Year <h»pted t the par po e f D meat c W rsh p 
Prayers f r p rticul r cc on and Pr j r su t bl 
f r hildren £. By bo o TWO HUNDRED 
EVANGELICAL MINISTErS W th F o Hun 


dred S led d nymn 

111 t rated by Twenty six fi e E "ran "s aSi 1 
Raw nd imp o ed Ed t o n *>5 p rts royal 4t 
Is each r loth 7* Ccf 


Th legiuiceofth HI trilion dth 
fth typography place tl mecl cal d p 
t I tb y flrrt lass f t hind wl ll th 
f th best th logia d th n f th ag re 
guarantee th t th m t 1 d partm t Is eco d to 
th subject f F mlly V U n. — B tier /lister 


The Family Hymn Book A s J t n f 

Five Hu dred f tb ch t Hym and Spint 1 
So gs fo Sc 1 and D m t Worship Cl th 2« 
Thi i* th S lecU n whf h cc mpames th A w Edit n t 
F mily W rship 


Family Worship A S n s of Pray rs with 
Doctn al nd Pract 1 Rem ks n Pas f 

S red S npt « f r ry Mom d Ev g 

thr ugh ufc th T By On Huadr d nd E ghty 
Cl gym n of th Chur h of S tl nd Th ongi I 
ed t n re-pnnt d n 1 g p P 15 part imp I 
8 1 e ch 1 th, li 


?he Book of Ecclesiastes Itb Meaning 
AND ITS LESSONS EXPCALVEG **» liiHSTBASKD 
Byth R v Fobert Buchanan dt Sqnar 8 
i th it ed 

F learned as w 11 as ttnl amed readers th most rrioe 
t mg W” fit by th lessons f 

^1 laates — & flub Goa dtan. 
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BLACKTE AND SON’S PUBLICATIONS 


The Life of Jesus Christ, with the Lives 

Of the Apostles and Evangelists By the Rev J OHN 
Fleetwood, d d Also, the Lives of the most Emi- 
nent Fathers and Martyrs, and the History of Primi- 
tive Christianity, by “William Cave, D d “With 
numerous Notes not m any other Edition To which 
is added, A concise History of the Christian Church, 
by tbe Rev T Sms, MA Illustrated by Forty 
beautiful Engravings In 20 parts, imp 8vo, Is each 

The Christian Cyclopedia, Or Repertory 
of Biblical and Theological Literature By the Rev 
James Gardner, m d , a m , Author of the Faiths 
of the Wot Id “With Numerous Engravings New 
and Revised Edition, with Supplement, and Index 
of Scripture Passages illustrated Complete in 21 
parts, super royal 8vo, Is each, or 1 vol cloth, 22s 

This Work embraces in its plan the general features both of a 
Biblical and Theological Dictionary, and a comprehensive digest 
of the Literature and Biography connected u ith Christianity 


The WHole Works of John Bnnyan 

Only complete Edition, accurately printed from tbe 
Author’s own Editions “With Editorial Prefaces, 
Notes, and Mfmoir of- Bunyan By George 
Offor Numerous Illustrative Engravings In 26 
parts, 2s each, or 3 vols imperial 8vo, cloth, 57s 

Thf Experimental, Doctrinal, and Practical Works 
separatelj, in 33 paits Is each, and the Alli gorical, Figura 
T iv e, and Symbolical Works, in 19 parts, Is each 

“ We cannot but express an earnest hope that this splendid 
and accurate edition of Bunyans Works will realize an exten- 
sive circulation equal to its merits ' — Evang'hcal Magazine 


Wilhson’s Practical Works Including 

Treatise on the Sanctification of the Lord’s Day, 
Sacramental Directory, Meditations, Sermons, Ad- 
vices and Catechism, Balm of Gilead, Afflicted Man’s 
Compamon, &c &c “With an Essay on his Life and 
Times By the Rev Dr Hetherington In 16 
partB, imperial 8vo, Is each 

Treatises on Practical Religion, by 
Richard Baxter, including the Saints’ Everlast- 
ing Rest, Divine Life, Treatise on Conversion, Call 
to the Unconverted, Directions to a Sound Conversion, 
Benefits of Self-Knowledge, Dying Thoughts, &c &c 
In 17 parts, imperial Svo, Is each , cloth, 18s 

The Sheepfold and the Common, Or, 
Within and Without Being Tales and Sketches 
illustrating the Power of Evangelical Religion, and 
tho Pernicious Tendency of the Heresies and Errors 
of tho Day Illustrated by a Senes of Thirty two 
Pago Engravings Complete in 28 nos , Gd each, or 
2 vols , square 8vo, cloth gilt, 15s 

“ It 15 full of vigorous thinking, expressed m language which 
botravs an author of no ordinary mind ' — Eclectic Review 


The Holy Land —Notes of a Clenca 
FURLOUGH, spent chiefly m tho Holt Lani 
By tho Rev Robert Buchanan, d d Map of tb 
■ubolo Country, and vanous enlarged Sketch Mapi 
illustrative of particular localities Cloth, 7s 6c£ 

Dr Bnchanan’B Rotes are a3 fresh as if no hook had evi 
t^n wnlkn or printed on tho snhjext and as full of liitere; 
k ,x “ e )>~* a tho Suit orplorer of the Holy Land 


The Christian m Complete Armour, a 

Treatise of the Saints’ “War against the Devil By 
“William Gurnall, m a Accurately pnnted from 
the Author’s own Editions "With a Biographical 
Introduction, by the Rev J C Ryle, b a Oxon, 
author of Living or Dead, Home Truths, kc In 
20 parts, Is each, or 2 vols imperial 8vo, cloth, 22v 

“One giand peculiarity of the Christian in Complete 
Armour is the soundness and scriptural proportion of its dot 
trinal statements There is nothing extravagant and over- 
stretched m Gurnall’s exhibition of any point, either m faith 
or practice ” — Rev J C Ryle, B A 


The Twofold Concordance to the Words 
and Subjects of the Holy Bible, including a Conciso 
Dictionary, a Chronological Arrangement of the Sacred 
Narrative, and other Tables, designed to facilitate the 
Consultation and Study of the Sacred Scriptures In 
18 nos , 6 d each, or 1 vol , cloth, 9s 6 d 
The First Part of this Work consists of a carefhl condensa- 
tion of Crudens Concordance, but retiming all that is really 
a aluable The Second Part comprises a Complete Index and 
Concise Dictionary of the Bible by the Bev John Bapr 

Cruden’s Concordance to Sacred Scnp- 

TURES, Bhglitly condensed, hut containing all that 
is really valuable Memoir and Portrait of the 
Author Post Svo, cloth, 6s bd 

Ladies of the Refoimation Memoirs of 

Distinguished Female Characters, belonging to that 
period, in England, Scotland, and the Netherlands 
By the Rev Jamfs Anderson, author of Ladies of 
the Covenant Nearly One Hundred Illustrations In 
18 nos , price 6 d each, or small 4to, cloth extra, 10.9 6 d 

“Here we have a book which, m interest and excitement, 
matches fiction, while its historical truth is a foundation on 
which the judgment can rest satisfied ” — Evangelical Magazine 

Ladies of the Covenant, Being Memoirs 
of Distinguished Scottish Female Characters, em- 
bracing the period of the Covenant and Persecution 
By the Rev James Anderson Numerous Engrav- 
ings In 14 nos , 6 d each, or cloth antique, 7s bd 

“ A volume of entrancing entertainment, and of grave historic 
value, written with laborious research and bo mtrinsicallj ex- 
cellent, that it must he popular ” — Christian Times 

Memorable "Women of the Puritan 
TIMES By the Rev James Anderson, author of 
Ladies of the Refoimation, kc Two vols crown 8vo, 
cloth extra, 12s 

The Scots Worthies, Their Lives and Tes 
timonies Originally compiled by John Howie, of 
Locbgom, revised by James Ho hie, a m “With an 
Introduction, by the Rev Robert Buchanan, r d , 
also, a Supplement, containing Memoirs of the 
Women of the Covenant Upwards of One Hun- 
dred Illustrations In 22 parts, Is each, or 1 vol , 
super royal 8vo, cloth, 23s 

The Ten Tears’ Conflict, Being the History 
of the Disruption of the Church of Scotland Bj the 
Rev Robert Buchanan, d d Illustrated with 
Portraits on Steel and Designs on “Wood 25 nos , 
6c7 each, or 2 vols , cloth, 14s 

“It is a history for the Church and for future ages, and not 
merely for a single sect or for the present times , it 13 not for a 
party, but for mankind ’ — Scottish Guardian 



BLVCKIE AND SONS PUBLICATIONS 


Italy Illustrated and Described A 

SenesofTiews e Braved in the most finished mann r 
from Draw gs by Stanfiel 1 H I oberis S A 
H rJi Prout Le tch Brochedon Barn rd &c 
ke TV ith Descriptions of tl o Scenes Preceded 
by a I a lew of tluj Past Condi tl n and Future Pro- 
spects of Italy and tbe Italians. Tacb part co ta 
two larm d hi hly fin hed EnTatings with de* 
script ve text. Complete in 31 p rts medium 4to 
Is each or 1 h tidsoni Toluin clot! g It 3Ss 
Tl re is an <j It* d 1 cacy ( ft II 1 t! «ae gra mgs 
They re l th 0 c*t 1 tn wf ! admits fftul Justice 

be <1 totb art m t jeuts. —ice. 1 n. 


History of the Waldenses The Israel or 
THE Alps A Complete Sis toty of tbo W lien s 
and the r Col les. Prep ml In great p rt from 
unpublished Docum nts. By Alexis Mcsroy r » 
Illustrated by 11 pa ad beaut ful li vi of the 
11 sidensun V all ys In IG$ parts, It each or L. 
8 vo cloth, l?j 


Tho Inspiration of tho Scriptures Theo 

pneu tla Tho Bib! it Di i o On In and E tire In 
spiration deduced from Internal h id co and the 
Testi o ict t \ lure III lory and Be] e By I» 
Calbsjlv dc Gene a. Foolscap 8ro loth 3* 

An Exposition of tbo Confession of 

FAITII of the IN e tmlnster A mbly f Di 1 
with sorno accou t of tho errors a d 1 eresi a~am t 
v! i h tho tatements in t! o Confession aro directed 
by Pobeut Shaw dc Wl Itburn d an Intro 
duct! n by tbo 1 er V M nETHElttvoTON LL.D 
Flo enth Edlti n Foolscap cl tb ~s CJ 


The Works of Flavius Josephus L rge 

Type with M ps a d other 111 us t rat s. Demy 
8 vo p rts Is each or i vob cl th is 

Rollins Ancient History wtl E icnsi 

A tea G o^Taphtcal T pograj hie I Ifist n 1 i il 
Critical, nd Life of tho Anti or By J ames Bell 
hmn rous 111 strati In ”1 parts medium 8v 
1/ each or b cloth Cs 


A History of tho Earth and Animated 
NATUI E By Oliver Goldsmith TV th nn 
m u Botes from the TV orks of th most d et 
guished Bntish a d For ~n Naturalists Fully ilia 
trated by E "ravine on Ste 1 and o "Wood The 

llatc o t in 100 111 trail Fi**u es f wh h 

bore o0 a t fully C 1 ured In 3G p rt s per 

roy 1 8ro 1 c cli r ° la cl th e tra 40s 

A History of the Vegetable Kingdom 
mbrac a C ropro! c D pt of th 1 1 t 
mb t cat g f m tl u t M n nd the 
Lower Animal the r ppl c t n th A t hi u 
factuxeu, Tl d o dh ui t Eco my d f m 

tl e b uty p cul t t the w tl th Pby 
1 -T and Cl ft t n f TL t By William 
1 hi D rein d Ed l n w th S jplement upe 
r jol 8 Illustr ted by < 00 F ~u o U od and 
St 1 of wh h 100 a b utfllyCI rd 

S ppl d to <3 bsc l js 1 p rt 1 1 1 th «tra 6 

T bscnb rs 1 tl t 111 
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The Carpenter and Joiner’s Assistant 
By James Newlands Borou h En-meer of Li 
pool Being Compreh ns Tre t a on thasele 
tso preparati nd stre gth of M t n Is nd the 
Uech me l Pnn pie of F am g with their appli 
cations in Carpe try J ery and H nd Bailing 
also C urse f lustra tion in Fra t al Geomet y 
Ge metrical Lines Dr wing Proj ctio d Peisp 
tire and an Illustrated G1 nary of Terms used n 
Arch te ture d Building lUnstrat d by 125 E 
graved Plates d m y Hund d E "ta i gs n 
TV oo<L In 21 part super oyal 4to 2* ea h or 1 
vol half m occo 5Ss 

VP k w f treatise th subject whl h t all p- 
proacl es this In ta rit. — Jf I 11 ffo- it 

Rural Architecture A Ser ofD *n fr 
Ornam tal C tt c and Villa E empl fi d 
Pbn El ton ^ tou adDt 1 W th P c 
t ID cr pt pi the w y n wh he h 
part m y be e cent d to the be t ad anta o w th 
gard to *t on tl neatn s nd c y By John 
TV HITE Architect hope 14t half mo cc i!° 10s 

The Engineer and Machinists Assis 
TANT Leing aSne flln Sto and Ele- 
rati n of Steam E nnes W t r Whe b Sp n g 
M&cCinea J! lb for Gnndin Tools Ac w th detail d 
D senpt o and Pra t c 1 Essays on ran us d part 
me t f Alacbi ry In 3 parts impen 14to i fid 
each r *> r b half moroc o £4 4s 


The Engineer and Machinists Drawing 
B60k A Complete C ure f lustra t n f th 
1 ra t cal Engl eer on th baa of the w L of La 
Plano and Anne "a d 111 trated by fi Pbt and 
Ta ny EnTa u>"3 on W d In 16 part imp lal 

4 to ch o half m rocc 4- 

Ft! rabe tl J d It fth mples w 

h great pi asureinrec nun d g t — II / 31 J 


Railway Machinery A Tre t se a th M 
b n IE in n fluulw y emb gth Pnu 
ci pi nd Co tru t n f T lb g and F ed Pb t 
a all dep rtm ts IU trat d by S n f PI t 
n Ire 1 a d by nuper E gr gs n 
W d By D Kiwveab Clark E gi r 2 b 
up tal 4t h If b nd in mo cc £4 1 


Recent Practice in the Locomotive 
ENGINE (b S ppl m t t P he y HI cl 
try) C mp g th 1 t t E gl h Imp m t 

and T t e n th L m t E t th 

U tdd St t By D Kinkeah Clare s d Zee b 
Coliwrn E n Imp nal 4t half b d n 

m 3 


Railway Locomotives Th Pr 't M 
ch lCmt t d P rf no with th 
r t P ct in E 1 nd nd Amen Illustrat d 
by a »ta» ™ of PI t f 

' x W d By D Kjvnpab Clark h 

tu.e 2 la imp n 1 41 halfbandm oc « 

v. -vs r -“4a-4« 

S ppl m IR entp ue a t *» °° 
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BLACKIE AND SON’S PUBLICATIONS 


The Works of Robert Bums. Complete 
Illustrated Edition, Literary and Pictorial Con- 
sisting of a complete Collection of his Poems, Songs, 
and Correspondence , arranged Chronologically, and 
accompanied by numerous Notes and Annotations 
The ■whole preceded by Professor Wilson’s Essay 
" On the Genius and Character of Burns,” and Dr 
Currie's Memoir of the Poet 

In 25 nos , Is each, with 51 Landscape and Portrait Illustn 
tions, or with a more extended series, of Illustrations, S3 in 
number, in 10 pirts, 2s each 2 vols super royal S\o, cloth 
extra, 3 tjs 

“This is certainly the most elegant edition of Bums ever 
published ” — Scotsman 

The Student’s English Dictionary, Ety- 
mological, Pronouncing, and Explanatory, in 
which the Words are traced to their ultimate Sources, 
the Boot or Primary Meaning inserted, and the other 
Meanings given fully, according to the best usage 
By John Ogilvie, ll d , Editor of the Imperial Dic- 
tionary Illustrated by about 300 Engravings on 
Wood Imperial lGmo, 826 pages, clotb, 10s Gd 

“ The work before us is a marvel, whether for the quantity 
and quality of its matter, or for the low price at which it is 
offered To teachers we commend it as the best and cheapest 
dictionary in the language— it indeed distances by far anything 
of tho kind before published " — Payers for the Schoolmaster 

Dr Ogilvie’s Smaller Dictionaiy An 

English Dictionary, Etymological, Pronouncing, and 
Explanatory, for tbo use of Schools and Families 
Abridged from tbo Student’s English Dictionary 
by tho Author. Clotb, red edges, 5s 6c? 

“ We know no Dictionary so suited for school use as this, it 
supplies a want winch teachers have long felt ” — British Quar- 
tet ly Review A 

“Tho most comprehensive and intelligible school Dictionary 
published” — I ! eelly Dr-patch 

The Mechanic’s Calculator, Comprehending 
Principles, Buies, and Tables, m the various Depart- 
ments of Mathematics and Mechanics Twenty-second 
Edition Cloth, 5s 6 d 

The Mechanic’s Dictionai y A Note Book 

of Technical Terms, Buies, and Tables, nseful in the 
Mechanical Arts With Engravings of Machinery 
and nearly 200 Diagrams on Wood Eighteenth 
edition Cloth, 9s 

The Calculator and Dictionary are published in 
27 nos , 6 d each 

G-erlach’s Comprehensive Geiman Dic- 

TIONAltY German and English, and English and 
German ByJ J Gerlach, ll d Boan embossed, 
pneo 5s Gel 

Tins Dictionary is more copious m the number of its words 
and meanings than auy portable German Dictionary lutberto 
published 

Comstock’s Natural Philosophy Edited 

and largely augmented by B D Hoblyn, it A Oxon 
M ith Questions for Examination on each Chapter, 
and an Appendix of Problems Illustrated by nearly 
Three Hundred Engravings on Wood. Eoolscap 8vo 
cloth, 3s Gd 

The Land-Measurer’s Ready-Reckoner 

Being Tables for ascertaining a t sight the Contents 
of any field or Pieco of Land, by simply taking the 
dimensions Bound in roan, 2s 


The 'Works of the Ettnck Shepherd, 

in Poetry and Prose A New Edition, revised al 
the instance of the Author’s Family With a Bn 
graphical Memoir by the Bov Thomas Thomson 
Illustrated by Thirty fine Engravings, from origin. . 
Drawings Complete in 26 parts. Is each, forming 
two handsome vols super-royal 8vo 

“ Of all the genuine bards Scotland has produced, no one 
save Burns — is more deserving of a lasting reputation ” — Pre 

Book of Scottish Song A Collection of the 
Best and most Approved Songs of Scotland (1270 
number), with Critical and Historical Notices regar 
mg them and their Authors Engraved frontispie. e 
and title Be-issue m 13 Nos super-royal 16mo, 6 
each , cloth, red edges, 7s Gd 

“ It is decidedly the best and most extensive collection i 
songs that lias ever issued from the press " — Liverpool Albion 

Peddie’s Practical Measurer, Or, Trades- 
man and Wood Merchant’s Assistant A Series if 
Tables for facilitating the Calculations required m 
all the Building Trades New Edition, greatly nn- 
larged In 13 nos, Gd each, bound, 7s Gd 

To tips edition is added Tables for calculating Timber in Deals 
and Battens including not only the standard sizes, hut all f he 
various scantlings usually imported, and also for estimating 
the price of Boards of various thickness and for other purposes 

The Chorister’s Text-Book, Containing 

nearly Two Hundred Psalm and Hymn Tunes, Cha’ Is, 
Anthems, &c , arranged for from Two to Five Voi 
with Organ or Pianoforte Accompaniments, prece 
by a Comprehensive Grammar of Mubio. ByW J 
Kidd Super royal 8vo, stiff paper cover, 5s , c ,h 
gilt, 8s. 

Barr’s Scripture Student’s Assistant 

A Complete Index and Concise Dictionary to 
Bible New Edition, Enlarged, with Pronuncia jn 
of Proper Names, Chronological Arrangement of ihe 
Scriptures, &c Post 8vo, clotb, 3s 

Barr’s Catechetical Instructions for 
YOUNG COMMUNICANTS With an Address to 
Young Persons not yet Communicants 40th Thou- 
sand, ISmo, sewed, id 

Barr’s Catechetical Instructions o„. 
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM With an Address to 
Young Parents. 18th Thousand, ISmo, sewed, id 

Tytler’s Elements of Modern Histoiy, 

from the Pall of the Western Boman Empire. With 
considerable additions to the Author’s Text, mime 
rous Notes, and a Continuation to the reign of Queen 
Victoria Edited by the Bev Brandon Turi 
M a Seventh Edition Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s 

Smith’s Canada Past, Present, and Future 
Being an Historical, Geographical, Geological, and 
Statistical Account of Canada West Maps and ot er 
Illustrations 2 vols medium Svo, clotb, 20s 

Staffs, and Iona Described and Illus- 

TBATED , With Notices of the Principal Objects on 
the route from Port Crinan to Oban, and in the Sound 
of Mull Many Engravings Limp cloth, Is 6 d 




